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č: formably to the proclamation of the President of 


PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 
THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE TWELFTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY OF 
WASHINGTON, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1811. 


The first session of the Twelfth Congress com- oy law was euin raa to them, and they took 
this da the City of Washington, con- | their seats in the Senate. 
ore de earth mingion, Theoath was also administered to Messrs. Con- 
DIT, Crawrorp, GILES, GILMAN, and TAYLOR, 
their credentials having been read and filed dur- 
ing the last session. 

Ordered, Thatthe Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives that a quorum of the Senate 
is assembled and ready to proceed to business. 

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied, dur- 
ing the present session, with three such newspa- 
pers printedin any of the States as he may choose, 
provided that the same be furnished at the usua 
rate for the annual charge of such papers; and 
provided, also, that if any Senator shall choose 
to take any newspapers other than daily papers, 
he shall be supplied with as many such papers as 
shall not exceed the price of three daily papers. 

On motion of Mr. GREGG, 

Resolved, That the Senate will, to-morrow, at’ 
twelve o’clock, proceed toa choice of a Door- 
keeper, who shall also discharge the duty of Ser- 
geant-at-Arms. 


the United States, of the 24th of July last, and 

the Senate assembled in their Chamber. 
PRESENT! 

’ Georee CLINTON, Vice President of the United 

: States and President of the Senate. 

Nicnovas Gruman and Cnartes Cutts, from 

: New Hampshire. 

Cuauncey Goopricy and Samoe W. Dana, 
from Connecticut. 

Srernen R. Brapvey, from Vermont. 

Jonn Smirx and Osepran German, from New 
York. 
. _ Joun Conpiv and Jonn Lamserv, from New 
: Jersey. 

> ANDREW Grece aud Micuacn Lets, from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Ourersrivce Horsey, from Delaware. 

Samuen Situ and Pare Reen, from Mary- 
land. 

WiuiaM B. Gives, from Virginia. ; ; 
Jesse FRANKLIN, from North Carolina. Mr. TaYLoR presented the memorial of Joseph 
Jonn GaiLLARD and Jonn TAYLOR, from South | Wheaton, praying remuneration for services ren- 
Carolina. : dered the United States in the Revolutionary war, 


Monpay November 4, 1811. als, which were read, and the oath prescribed 


Wirtiam H. Crawrorp and Cuarzes Tarr, | and compensation for losses sustained therein. 
from Georgia. ‘| A message from the House of Representatives 
Joun Pops, from Kentucky. informed the Senate that a quorum of the House 
JOSEPH ANDERSON, from Tennessee. of Representatives is assembled, and have elected 
Tuomas WORTHINGTON, from Ohio. Henry Cray, Esq., one of the Representatives 
Georcs M. Brsn, appointed a Senator by the | from the State of Kentucky, their Speaker, and 
Legislature of the State of Kentucky, for the term | are ready to proceed to business, They have ap- 
of six years, commencing on the 4th day of March | pointed a committee on their part, jointly with 
dast; Georce W. CAMPBELL, appointed a Sen-| such committee as may be appointed on the part 
ator by the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, of the Senate, to wait on the President of the 
in place of Jenkin WHITESIDE, resigned; Jere- | United States, and notify bim that a quorum of 
mian B. Howe t, appointed a Senator, for the | the two Houses is assembled and ready to receive 
term of six years, commencing on the fourth day | ay communications that he may be pleased to 
of March last, by the Legislature of the State of | make to them. i 
Rhode Islandand Providence Plantations; Josepa The Senate concurred in the appointment of a 
B. Varnum, appointed a Senator by the Legisla- | joint committee on their part, agrecably to the re- 
-ture.of the State of Massachusetts, for. the term | solution last mentioned; and Messrs. ANDERSON 
of six years, commencing on the fourth day of |and Gaitakp were appointed the committee. 
March last; respectively produced their ereden-| The Senate then adjourned. 


il 


SENATE. 
Tuespay, November 5. 

Ricwarp Brent, from the State of Virginia, 
attended. 

Mr. ANpERsoON reported, from the joint com- 
mittee, that they had wailed on the President of 
the United States, and that the President informed 
the committee that he would make a communi- 
cation to the twp Houses this day, at twelve 
o'clock. 

On motion, by Mr. Leig, a committee was ap- 
pointed agreeably to the forty-second rule for con- 
ducting business in the Senate; and, Messrs. 
Ler, FRANKLIN, and Currs, were appointed the 
committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Gitman, a committee was 
appointed agreeably to the 22d rule for conduct- 
ing business in the Senate; and Messrs GILMAN, 
CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, and Bing, were appointed 
the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Franxuin. the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the election of a Doorkeeper, agreeably 
to the resolution of yesterday, and the whole num- 
ber of ballots collected was 27, of which Mount- 
Joy Bayty had 20, and was accordingly elected, 
in the place’of James Mathers, deceased. 


ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES: 
Fellow-citizens of the Senate 

and House of Representatives : 

In calling you together sooner than a separation 
from your homes would otherwise have been required, 
I yielded to considerations drawn from the posture of 
our foreign affairs; and in fixing the present, for the 
time of your meeting, regard was had to the probabil- 
ity of further developments of the policy of the bellig- 
erent Powers towards this country, which might the 
more unite the National Councils in the measures to 
be pursued. 

At the close of the last session of Congress, it was hoped 
that the successive confirmations of the extinction of the 
French decrees, so far as they violated our neutral com- 
merce, would have induced the Government of Great 
Britain to repeal ity Orders in Council, and thereby 
authorize a removal of the existing obstructions to her 
commerce with the United States. f 

Instead of this reasonable step towards satisfaction 
and friendship between the two nations, the Orders 
were, at a moment when least to have been expected, 
put into morc rigorous execution; and it was com- 
municated through the British Envoy just arrived, that, 
whilst the revocation of the edicts of France, as officially 
made known to the British Government, was denied 
to have taken place, it was an indispensable condition 
of the repeal of the British Orders that commerce should 
be restored to a footing that would admit the produc- 
tions and manufactures of Great Britain, when owned 
by neutrals, into markets shut against them by her en- 
emy; the United States being given to understand that, 
in the mean time, a continuance of their non-importa- 
tion act would lead to measures of retaliation. 

At a later date, it has indeed appeared that a com- 
munication to the British Government, of fresh evi- 
dence of the repeal of the French decrees against our 
neutral trade, was followed by an intimation that it had 
been transmitted to the British Picnipotentiary here, 
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hitherto, instead of founding on it an actual repeal of 
the orders, or assurances that the repeal would ensue, 
will not permit us to rely on any effective change in 
the British Cabinet. ‘fo be ready to meet with cordi- 
ality satisfactory proofs of such a change, and to pro- 
ceed, in the mean time, in adapting our measures to 
the views which have been disclosed through that Min- 
ister, will best consult our whole duty. 


In the friendly spirit of those disclosures, indemnity 
and redress for other wrongs have continued to be 
withheld ; and our coasts, and the mouths of our har- 
bors, have again witnessed scenes not less derogatory 
to the dearest of our national rights, than vexatious to 
the regular course of our trade. 

Among the occurrences produced by the conduct of 
British ships of war hovering on our coasts, was an 
encounter between one of them and the American frig- 
ate commanded by Captain Rodgers, rendered unavoid- 
able on the part of the latter, by a fire, commenced 
without cause, by the former; whose commander is 
therefore alone chargeable with the blood unfortunately 
shed in maintaining the honor of the American flag. 
‘The proceedings of a court of inquiry, requested by 
Captain Rodgers, are communicated, together with the 
correspondence relating to the occurrence between the 
Secretary of State and His Britannic Majesty’s Envoy. 
To these are added the several correspondences which, 
have passed on the subject of the British Orders in 
Council; and to both, the correspondence relating to 
the Floridas, in which Congress will be made acquaint- 
ed with the interposition which the Government of 
Great Britain has thought proper to make against the 
proceeding of the United States. 


The justice and fairness which have been evinced 
on the part of the United States towards France, both 
before and since the revocation of her decrees, author- 
ized an expectation that her Government would have 
followed up that measure by all such others as were 
due to our reasonable claims, as well as dictated by its 
amicable professions. No proof, however, is yet given 
of an intention to repair the other wrongs done to the 
United States, and particularly to restore the great 
amount of American property seized and condemned 
under edicts which, though not affecting our neutral 
relations, and therefore not entering into questions be- 
tween the United States arid other belligerents, were,. 
nevertheless, founded in such unjust principles that 
the reparation ought to have been prompt and ample. 

In addition to this and other demands of strict right 
on that nation, the United Statcs have much reason to 
be dissatisfied with the rigorous and unexpected re- 
strictions to which their trade with the French domin- 
ions has been subjected; and which, if not discontin-. 
ued, will require at least corresponding restrictions on 
importations from France into the United States. 

On all those subjects, our Minister Plenipotentiary, 
lately sent to Paris, has carried with him the necessary 
instructions; the result of which will be communi- 


cated to you, and hy ascertaining the ulterior policy of | 


the French Government towards the United States, 
will enable you to adapt to it that of the United States 
towards France. 

Our other foreign relations remain without unfavor- 
able changes. With Russia they are on the best foot- 
ing of friendship. The ports of Sweden have afforded 
proofs of friendly dispositions towards our commerce. 
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that nation also. And the informa- 
ial Minister to Denmark, shows that 
ded with valuable effects to 
had been so extensively 
s under the Danish 


in the Councils of 
tion from our spec 
the mission had been atten 
our citizens, whose property 
violated and endangered by cruiser 
flag. 

Under the ominous indications which commanded 
attention, it became a duty to exert the means com- 
mitted to the Executive department in providing for 
the general security. The works of defence on our 
maritime frontier have accordingly been prosecuted 
with an activity Icaving little to be added for the com- 
pletion of the most important ones; and, as particu- 
larly suited for co-operation in emergencies, a portion 
of the gunboats have, in particular harbors, been or- 
dered into usc. The ships of war before in commis- 
sion, with the addition of a frigate, have been chiefly 
employed as a cruising guard to the rights of our coast. 
And such a disposition has been made of our land 
forces, as was thought to promise the ser 
propriate and important. In this disposition is included 
a force, consisting of regulars and militia, embodied in 
the Indiana Territory, and 
western frontier. * This measure was made requisite 
by the several murders and depredations committed by 
Indians, but more especially by the menacing prepara- 
tions and aspect of a combination of them on the Wa- 
bash, under the influence and direction of a fanatic of 
the Shawanese tribe. With these exceptions, the In- 
dian tribes retain their peaceable dispositions towards 
us, and their usual pursuits. 

Į must now add that the period is arriv 


j 
l 
| 


ed which 


A g Fangs > A 

> claims from the Legislative guardians of the national 
E rights a system of more ample provisions for maintain- 
» ing them. Notwithstanding the scrupulous justice, 


the protracted moderation, and the multiplied efforts, 
on the part of the United States, to substitute for the 
accumulating dangers to the peace of the two coun- 
tries, all the mutual advantages of re-established friend- 
ship and confidence, we have seen that the British 
Cabinct perseveres, not only in withholding a remedy 
for other wrongs, so long and so loudly calling for it, 
but in the execution, brought home to the threshold 
of our territory, of measures which, under existing cir- 
cumstances, have the character, as well as the effect, 
of war on our lawful commerce. 

With this evidence of hostile inflexibility, in tramp- 
ling on rights which no independent nation can relin- 
quish, Congress will feel the duty of putting the Uni- 
ted States into an armor and an attitude demanded by 
the crisis, and corresponding with the national spirit 
and expectations. 


ht: I recommend, accordingly, that adequate provision 
to; be made for filling the ranks and prolonging the enlist- 
@. ments of the regular troops ; for an auxiliary force, to 
nÍ be engaged for a morc limited term ; for the acceptance 
n--. of volunteer corps, whose patriotic ardor may court a 
Mi participation in urgent services ; for detachments, as 

i they may be wanted, of other portions of the militia ; 


and for such a preparation of the great body as will 
proportion its usefulness to its intrinsic capacities. Nor 
can the occasion fail to remind you of the importance 
of those military seminarics which, in every event, will 
form a valuable an 
lishment. 

The manufacture of cannon and small arms has pro- 
ceeded with due success; and the stock and resources 


ot. of all the necessary munitions are adequate to emer- 
ed ; gencies. It will not be inexpedient, however, for Con- 
1. gress to authorize an enlargement of them. 


eis 


President’s Annual Message. 


vices most ap- j 


marched towards our North- į 


d frugal part of our Military Estab- į 


SENATE. 


Your attention will, of course, be drawn to such pro- 
visions on the subject of our naval force as may be ré- 
quired for the services to which it may be best adapted. 
I submit to Congress the scasonableness also of an au- 
ment the stock of such materials as are 
or may not at once be at- 


| thority to aug 
imperishable in their nature, 

| tainable. 

In contemplating the scenes which distinguish this 

omentous epoch, and estimating their claims to our. 


| m g 
it is im possi 


| attention, ble to overlook those developing 
: themselves among the great communities which occu- 
| py the Southern portion of our hemisphere, and extend. 
! into our neighborhood. An enlarged philanthropy, 
| and an enlightened forecast, concur in imposing on the 
| national Councils an obligation to take a deep inter- 
' est in their destinies, to cherish reciprocal sentiments 
| of good will, to regard the progress of events, and not 
| to be unprepared for whatever order of things may be 
i ultimately established. 
Under another aspect of our situation, the carly at- 
tention of Congress will be due to the expediency of 
farther guards against evasions and infractions of our 
commercial laws. The practice of smuggling, which 
| is odious everywhere, and particularly criminal in free 
| Governments, where the laws being made by all for 
the good of all, a fraud is committed on every individ- 

| ual as well as on the State, attains its utmost guilt 

! when it blends, with a pursuit of ignominious gain, a 
treacherous subserviency in the transgressors to a for- 
eign policy, adverse to that of their own country. It 
is then that the virtuous indignation of the public should 
be enabled to manifest itself through the regular ani- 

| madversions of the most competent laws. 

| To secure greater respect to our mercantile flag, and 
to the honest interests which it covers, it is expedient 
also that it be made punishable in our citizens to accept 

| 

la 


licenses from foreign Governments for a trade unlaw- 
fully interdicted by them to other American citizens ; 
or to trade under false colors or papers of any sött. 

A prohibition is equally called for against the ac- 
ceptance, by our citizens, of special licenses to be used 
in a trade with the United States; and against the ad- 
mission into particular ports of the United States of 
vessels from foreign countries authorized to trade with 
particular ports only. 

Although other subjects will press more immediately 
on your deliberations, a portion of them cannot but be 
well bestowed on the just and sound policy of securing 
to our manufactures the success they have attained, 
and are still attaining, in some degree, under the im- 
pulse of causes not permancnt; and to our navigation 
the fair extent of which it is at present abridged by the 
nequal regulations of foreign Governments. 

Besides the reasonableness of saving our manufac- 

| turers from sacrifices which a change of circumstances 
might bring on them, the national interest requires 
that, with respect to such articles at Icast as belong to 
our defence and our primary wants, we should not be 
left in unnecesary dependence on external supplies. 
And whilst foreign Governments adhere to the exist- 
ing discriminations in their ports against our navi- 
gation, and an equality or lesser discrimination is en- 
joyed by their navigation in our ports, the effect can- 
not be mistaken, because it has been seriously felt 
by eur shipping interests; and in proportion as this 
takes place, the advantages of an independent convey- 
ance of our products to foreign markets, and of a grow- 
ing body of mariners, trained by their occupation for 
the service of their country in times of danger, must 
be diminished. 
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than five millions of dollars of the principal, without 
recurring to the loan authorized by the act of the last 
session.. The temporary loan obtained in the latter 
end of the year one thousand eight hundred and ten, 
has also been reinibursed, and is not included in that 
amount. -- 7 

. The decrease of revenue arising from the situation 
of our commerce and the extraordinary expenses which 
have and may become necessary, must be taken into 
view, in making cOmmensurate provisions for the en- 
suing year. And I recommend to your consideration 
the propriety of insuring a sufficiency of anaual reve- 
nué, at least to defray the ordinary expenses of Gov- 
ernment, and to pay the interest on the public debt, 
including that on new loans which may be authorized. 

T cannot close this communication without express- 
ing my deep sense of the crisis in which. you are as- 
sémbled, my, confidence in a wise and honorable result 
to’ your deliberations, and assurances of the faithful 
zeal with which my co-operating duties will be dis- 
charged; invoking, at the same time, the blessing of 
Heaven on our beloved country, and on all the means 
that may be employed in vindicating its rights and ad- 
vancing its welfare. f ; 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasnincrox, November 5, 1811. 

The Message and part of the documents therein 
referred to were read, and three hundred copies of 
the Message and of the documents, so far as they 
have been read, ordered to be printed for the use | 
of the Senate. 

| 


Wepnespay, November 6. 


James Luoyp, from the State of Massachusetts, 
took his seat in the Senate. 

. The Senate proceeded in reading the documents 
referred to'in the Message of the President of the 
United States of yesterday. And, after progress, 
adjourned. 


ae Tucrspay, November 7. 

S The Senate proceeded in reading the documents | 
referred toin the Message of the President of the 
United States of the 5th instant; and ordered 
that nine hundred and fifty copies of the Message | 
and documents, in addition to the three hundred 
already’ ordered, be printed for the use of the 
Senate, making in the whole one thousand two | 
hundred and fifty copies. 

The following motions were submitted by Mr. | 
Giles for consideration : , | 


Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States as concerns the relations be- | 
tween the United States and France and Great Britain, 
with the accompanying documents, be referred to a 
select committee, with instructions to examine and re- 
port thercon to the Senate, and that the committee 
have leave to report by bill, bills, or otherwise. 
Resolved; That so much of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to the encounter 
between an American frigate and a British ship of | 


same and report thereon to the Senate. 

Resolveil, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to the evasions 
and infractions of the commercial laws thereof, be re- 
ferred-to a select committee, with instructions to ex- 
amine into the subject and report thereon to the Senate, 
and that the committee have leave to report by bill, 
bills, or otherwise. 

‘Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to the manufac- 
tures thereof, be referred to a select committee, with 
instructions to examine into that subject, and report 
thereon to the Senate, and that the committee have 
leave to report by bill, bills, or otherwise. 


Fripay, November 8, 


On motion, by Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, 

Resolved, That Mountjoy Bayly, Doorkeeper 
and Sergeant at-Arms to the Senate, be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to employ one assistant and 
two horses, for the purpose of performing such 
services as are usually required by the Door- 
keeper to the Senate, and that the sum of twenty- 
eight dollars be allowed him weekly for that pur- 
pose, to commence with, and remain during the 
session and for twenty days after. 

Mr. Leis gave notice that on Monday he should 
ask leave to bring in a bill to authorize the trans- 
portation of certain documents free of postage. 

Mr. Varnem submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That two Chaplains, of different denomi- 
nations, be appointed to Congress during the present 
session, one by each House, who shall interchange 
weekly. 

Mr. Wortutnctron submitted the following 
motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That so much of the ‘Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to Indian affairs, 
be referred to a select committee, with instructions to 
examine into that subject, and report thereon to the 
Senate, and that the committee have leave to report 
by bill, bills, or otherwise. 

The Prestpenr communicated a resolution of 
the Republican Corresponding Society, met at 
Brookville, in the Indiana Territory, enjoining 
it on their Delegate in Congress to use his ex- 
ertions in favor of a law authorizing the people 
of that Territory to elect their sheriffs and magis- 
trates once in two years; which was read. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, gave notice that on 
Monday he should ask leave to bring in a bill 
making further provision for the Corps of Engi- 
neers, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion submitted yesterday, “that so much of 
‘ the Message of the President of the United States 
‘as concerns the relations between the United 
t States and France and Great Britain, with the 
‘ accompanying documents, be referred to a select 
‘committee, with instructions to examine and 

report thereon to the Senate; and that the com- 
mittee have leave to report by bill, bills, or other- 
wise ;” and, having agreed, thereto, Messrs. 
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Gites, Crawrorp, GREGG, Franxtin, Luoyp, 
Brapiey, and Pore, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The following Message was received from the 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


To the Senute of the United States: 

I now lay before Congress two letters to the Depart- 
ment of State, one from the present Plenipotentiary of 
France, the other from his predecessor, which were 
not included among the documents accompanying my 
Message of the 5th instant, the translation of them be- 
ing not then completed. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Noyempern 7, 1811. 

The Message and letters therein referred to 
were read, and twelve hundred and fifty copies 
thereof ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate, and annexed to the documents with the 
Message of the 5th instant. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion submitted yesterday, “that so much of the 
t Message of the President of the United States 
f as relates to the evasions and infractions of the 
t commercial laws thereof, be referred to a select 
Seommittee, with instructions to examine into 
‘the subject and report thereon to the Senate, 
‘and that the committee have leave to report by 
‘bill, bills, or otherwise ;” and having agreed 


thereto, Messrs. Smiru of Maryland, TAYLOR» 


Gitman, Goopricn, and ANDERSON, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

On motion by Mr. Anperson, the considera- 
ation of the other resolutions submitted yesterday 
was postponed till Monday. 


Monnay, November 11, 


James Turner, appointed a Senator by the Le- 
gislature of the State of North Carolina, for the 


term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of 


March last, produced his credentials ; which were 
read, and the oath prescribed by law was admin- 
istered to him, and he took his seat in the Senate. 
Mr. Lern asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill to authorize the transportation of certain 
documents free of postage; and the bill was read 
the first and second time by unanimous consent, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 7th instant, “that so much of the 
í Message of the President of the, United States 
‘ as relates to the manufactures thereof, be referred 
‘toa select committee, with instructions to exam- 
‘ine into that subject, and report thereon to the 
‘Senate; and that the committee have leave to 
t report by bill, bills, or otherwise.” And having 
agreed to the motion, Messrs. Varnum, WORTH- 
incron, BranLey, Conpit, and Dana, were ap- 
pointed the committee, 
The consideration of the other resolution, sub- 
mitted the 7th instant, was further postponed. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the Sth instant, “that so much 
‘ of the Message of the President of the United 
t States as relates to Indian affairs be referred to 
‘a select committee, with instructions to exam- 


* report by bill, bills, or otherwise.” 
agreed thereto, Messrs, WorruinetTon, Pore, 
CAMPBELL of Tennessee, Crawrorp, and GREGG, 


Ce. . . 
ine into that subject, and report thereon to the 


€ Senate; and that the committee have leave to 
And having 


were appointed the committee. 
The Senute resumed the motion made the 8th 


instant, for the appointment of Chaplains, and 
agreed thereto, 


Mr. Bravcey presented the petition of the Di- 
rectors of the Washington Canal Company, pray- 
ing to be empowered by law to raise the sum of 


$52,500, by small annual lotteries, as authorized 


by an act of the Legislature of the State of Mary- 
land, of November, 1795. to enable them to com- 
plete the canal, and to drain the ground through 
which it runs; and the petition was read, and 


ordered to lie on the table. ae 


Mr. Lioyp presented the memorial and peti- 
tion of J. and E. Phillips and others, citizens of 
the United States, resident in Boston, in the dis- 
trict of Massachusetts, importers of iron and other 
hardware from England, praying that provision 
may be made by law for the importation of such 


goods, wares, and merchandise. as were by them 


Bona fide purchased on or before the 2d day of 
February last. in the dominions of Great Britain ; 
or sach other relief as the wisdom and justice cf 
Congress may devise. And the petition was read, 


and ordered to lie on the table. 


Tuxrspay, November 12. 


ALEXANDER CampPBELL, from the State of Ohio, 
took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Gives presented the petition of Larkin 
Smith, collector of the district of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, in Virginia, praying additional com- 
pensation, for reasons stated at large in his peti- 
tion; which was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon hy bill 
or otherwise. Messrs. Gries, Smits of Maryland, 
and Brapvey, were appointed the committee. ` 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the transport- 
ation of certain documents free of postage” in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 
They concur in the resolution of the Senate, of 
the 11th instant, for the appointment of Chap- 
lains. 

The bill brought up for concurrence was twice 
read, by unanimous consent, and ordered to the 
third reading. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill making further provision 
for the Corps of Engineers. The bill was read, 
and ordered to the second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Braptey, the petition of the 
President and Directors of the Washington Canal 
Company, presented yesterday, was referred to a 
select committee, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise. Messrs. BRADLEY, SMITH 
of Maryland, and GatLLarp, were appointed the 
committee. ` 

On motion of Mr. Lioyn, the petition of J. and 
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E. Phillips and others, presented yesterday, was 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
LLoyn, Brantey, and FRANKLIN, were appointed 
the committee. . 


Wepnespay, November 13. 


The Presipenr communicated the memorial 
of Matthew Lyon, stating that he was fined and 
imprisoned under the law commonly called the 
sedition act,and praying remission of the fine, for 
reasons stated at large in his memorial; which 
was read, 


The bill making further provision for the Corps 
of Engineers was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs, Smitn of Maryland, An- 
person, BRADLEY, CRAWFORD, and German, were 
appointed the committee, 

Mr. Brabtey gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to bring ina bill forthe relief of 
Charles Minifie. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act to authorize the transportation 
of certain documents free of postage,” was read 
the tbird time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. Baanuey, the bill originating 
in the Senate to authorize the transportation of 
certain documents free of postage, was postponed 
to the first Monday in December next, 


The Senate proceeded to the election of a Chap- 
lain to Congress on their part, in pursuance of the 
resolution of the two Houses; and, on counting 
the ballots, it appeared that the Rev. Jonn Breck. 
ENRIDGE had a majority, and was accordingly 
elected, 


Mr, Smrry, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to cause to be laid betore this House, infor- 
mation whether tobacco of the growth of the United 
States may be purchased by the regie to the full extent 
of the consumption of France ; if not, in what propor- 
tion may such tobacco be purchased by the regie ; whe- 
ther the supplios of tobacco imported into France (and 
which may be transported through France into Ger- 
many and other European States) is subjected to a 
transit duty; if so, what is the amount of such duty. 
And, also, to cause to be laid before this House a tariff 
of tho duties imposed by France on such of the produce 
and manufactures of the United States the entry of 
which is permitted, and particularly of tobacco, cotton, 
fish oil, and dried tish, and stating (if any) the differ- 
ence of duty charged on such goods imported from the 
United States, and similar avticles when introduced 
into France from other States, either over land or 
otherwise. 


Mr. Worruineron submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 


Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to inquire 
if any, and, if any, what, furthor provision or alterations 
are necessary for the disposition of the public lands of 
the United States, and that they have leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 


Tuurspay, November 14. 

The Senate resumed the motion made yester- 
day, by Mr. Smrra, of Maryland; and, on motion 
by Mr. Lioyp, it was agreed thal the further con- 
sideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow, 

The Senate resumed the motion made yesterday, 
by Mr. WORTHINGTON; and, f 

Resolved, Tnat a committee be appointed to 
inquire ifany, and, ifany, what, further provisions 
or alterations are necessary for the disposition of 
the public lands of the United States, and that 
they have leave to report by bill or othorwise. 

Messrs. Worrntncron, FRANKLIN, GREGG, 
GoopricH, and BraDLEY, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. BrapLeEY asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill for the relief uf Charles Minifie; and the 
bill was read and passed to a second reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presivent or rug Unrrep Srarzs: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I communicate to Congress copies of a correspon- 
dence between the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of Great Britain and the Secretary of 
State, relative to the aggressions committed by a Brit- 
ish ship of war on the United States frigate Chesa- 
peake, by which it will be seen that that subject of dif- 
ference between the two countries is terminated by an 
offer of reparation, which has been acceded to. 


JAMES MADISON, 
Wasntxeron, Nov. 13, 1811. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read and ordered to lie on the table, 

The following Message was also received from 
the Presipenr or Tus Unrrep Svartes: 
To the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States : 

I lay belore Congres the result of the vensts lately 
taken of the inhabitants of the United States, with a 
letter from the Secretary of State relative thereto. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Novexner 13, 1811. 


The Message and documents therein-referred to 
were read and ordered to lie on the table. 


Fripay, November 15, 

A message from the Houre of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have appoint- 
ed the Reverend Mr. Sxerusy Chaplain to Con- 
gress for the present session, on their part. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Minifie was 
read the second time, aud referred toa select com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon; and on 
balloting, Messrs. GILES, Braptey, and Goon- 
RICH, were elected. 

On motion by Mr. Brabtey, hefwas excused, 
as was also Mr. GREGG, standing the next highest 
on the ballot; and it was agreed that Messrs. 
Gites, Goopricn, and Frankin, be the com- . 
mittee, 

The Senate resumed the motion made the 13th 
instant, by Mr. Smrru, of Maryland; and, on mo- 
tion, by Mr. Tavtor, it was agreed that the fur- 
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ther consideration thercof be postponed to Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. Campre.t., of Ohio, gave notice, that on 
Monday next he should ask leave to bring in a 
bill to authorize the surveying and marking of 
certain roads in the State of Ohio, as contempla- 
ted by the treaty of Brownstown, in the Terri- 
tory of Michigan. 

On motion, by Mr. Lem, the Secretary of the 
Senate was directed to procure, from the Depart- 
ment of State, a proportionate number of the 
printed copies of the third census for the use of 
the members, which the Message of the President 
of the United States announced as being in that 
Department, subject to the order of Congress. 


Monpay, November 18. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, asked and obtained į 


leave to bring in a bill to authorize the surveying 
and marking of certain roads in the State of Ohio, 


as contemplated by the treaty of Brownstown, in 
the Territory of Michigan ; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 13th instant, by Mr. Smeru, of 
Maryland ; and, on motion, by Mr. Lioyp, the 
original motion was amended and agreed to as 
follows: . 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House in- 
formation whether tobacco of the growth of the United 
States may be purchased by the Administration en 
regie to the full extent of the consumption of France ; 
if not, in what proportion may such tobacco be pur- 
chased by the Administration en regie; whether the 
surplus of tobacco imported into France (and which 
may he transported through France and Germany and 
other European States) is subjected to a transit duty ; 
if so, what is the amount of such duty: And whether 
the surplus above mentioned may be exported by sea 
to any country in amity with France. And also, to 
cause to be laid before this House a tariff of the duties 
imposed by France on such of the produce and manu- 
factures of the United States, the entry of which is 
permitted, and particularly of tobacco, cotton, fish oil, 
and dried fish, and stating (if any) the, difference of 
duty charged on such ‘goods imported from the United 
States and similar articles when introduced into France 
from other States, either over land or otherwise. 


A message frum the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to alter the time of holding 
one of the terms of the district court in the Dis- 
trict of Maine ;” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurreace was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 


Turspay, November 19. 

The bill to authorize the surveying and mark- 
ing of certain roads in the State of Ohio, as con- 
templated by the treaty of Brownstown, in the 
Territory of Michigan, was read the second time 
and referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon, and Messrs. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, 
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Worruincron, and Biss, were appointed the 
committee, j 

The bill, entitled “An act to alter the time of 
holding one of the terms of the district court in 
the District of Maine.” was read the second time, 
and ordered to a third reading. 


Weonespay, November 20. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of the representatives of the Religious Society 
of Friends of the yearly meeting held in Balti- 
more, stating that a traffic has been carried on in 
negroes and people of color, in which those of 
the latter description, entitled to freedom, are fre- 
quently deprived thereof, and praying for a revi- 
sion of the law in relation to this subject; and 
the memorial was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Smiru, of Maryland, 
Tavor, and Tarr, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Abraham 
Whipple, late a Captain in the Navy of. the Uni- 
ted States ;? also, a bill entitled “An act extend- 
ing the time for opening the several Land Offices 
established in the Territory of Orleans ;” in which 
bills they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were read, and severally 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill entitled “An act to alter the time of 
holding one of the terms of the district court in 
the District of Maine ;” was read the third time 
and passed." . l 


Tuorspay, November 21. 

The bill, entitled “An act extending the time 
for opening the several Land Offices established 
in the Territory of Orleans,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon, and Messrs. CAMPBELL, 
of Obio, Franxurn, and Corrs, were appointed 
the committee. i 

The bill. entitled “An act for the relief of 
Abraham Whipple, latea Captain in the Navy of 
the United States,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee to consider and re- 
port thercon; and Messrs. BRADLEY, FRANKLIN, 


and Goopricn, were appointed the committee. 


Eripay, November 22. 

JonatHan Roxzinson, from the State of Ver- 
mont, took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill- 10 authorize the sur- 
veying and marking of certain roads in the State 
of Ohio, as contemplated by the treaty of Browns- 
town, in the Territory of Michigan, reported the 
bill without amendment, and the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, and no 
amendments having heen proposed, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. Tarr presented the petition of Thomas 
O'Bannon, a citizen of Madison county, in the 
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Mississippi Territory, stating that he had entered 
at the Land Office for said county a quarter sec- 
tion of land and paid the first instalinent, and 
obtained a certificate, but that he had since dis- 
covered that the. boundaries were erroneously 
marked by the’surveyor, and praying relief; and 
the petition was read, and referred to aselect com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon by bill or 
otherwise. Messrs. Tait, REED, and CAMPBELL, 
of Ohio, were appointed the Committee. 


Monnay, November 25, 

Wituiam Hunrer, appointed a Senator by the 
Legislature of the State of Rhode Island and Pro- 
vidence Plantations, in place of Christopher 
Grant Champlin, resigned, produced his ereden- 
tials, was qualified, and took fie seat in the Senate, 

Mr. Smera, of New York, presented the me- 
morial of Howard, Fitch, and Lloyd, native cit- 
izens of the United States, and merchants of the 
city of New York, stating, that, in consequence 
of an’ agreement concluded on the 22d October, 


1808, they have at this time a large quantity of 
have ace 


furs lying in Montreal, for which they 
tually paid, but are prevented, by the existing non- 
importation act, from introducing into the United 
States, and praying relief; and the memorial was 
read, and referred to Messrs. Luoyp, BrapLey, 
and Franxuin, the committee to whom was re- 
ferred, on the 12th instant, the memorial of J. and 
E. Phillips and others, to consider and report 
thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Gruman, from the committee, reported the 
bill to authorize the surveying and 
certain roads in the State of Ohio, as contempla- 
ted by the treaty of Brownstown, in the Territory 
of Michigan, correctly engrossed; and the bill 
was read the third time, and the blanks filled. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act to authorize the surveying and 
marking of certain roads in the State of Ohio, as 
contemplated by the treaty of Brownstown, in the 
Territory of Michigan.” 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a resolution for the appointment of a committee 
on their part, jointly with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to have 
the direction of. the money appropriated to pur- 
chase books for the use of the Library of the Uni- 
ted States, 

The resolution last mentioned was read. 

The Presivent laid before the Senate the re- 
port of the Secretary for the Department of the 
Treasury, prepared in obedience to the act, enti- 
tled “An act to establish the Treasury Depart- 
ment,” which, together with the accompanying 
documents, were read and ordered to lie on the 


table. 
— 
Tuespay, November 26. 
Mr. Gites presented the memorial of Robert 


R. Livingston and Robert Fulton, praying for a 
further extension of their patents granted for 
steamboats, for reasons therein stated at large; 


marking of 


and the memorial was read, and referred to a se- 


lect committee, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Gites, BRAD- 
LEY, and CrawrorD, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Lets gave notice that to-morrow he should 


ask leave to bring in a bill making a farther ap- 


propriation for the support of a library, 

Mr. Luoyop stated that one of the signers of 
the memorial of Howard, Fitch, and Lloyd, isa 
distant relation, and on his suggestion, the com- 
mittee to whom the memorial was yesterday re- 
ferred was excused ; and it was referred to Messrs. 
Goopricn, Saira of Maryland, and Brapey, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Brapcey called up the petition of Moses 
Austin and John R. Jones, presented on the 2ist 
January last, praying an incorporation of them- 
selves and such other persons as shall hereafter 
subscribe to an institution for the purpose of min- 
ing and smelting of lead; and the petition was 
read and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Braptey, Currs, aod Grea, were ap- 


. lates the committee. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the apportionment of 
Representatives among the several States, ac- 
cording to the third enumeration ;” in which bill 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate, 

The bill last brought up for coucurrenee was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Wepnespay, November 27. 

Mr. Campae.t, of Ohio, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act ex- 
tending the time for opening the several land offi- 
ces established in the Territory of Orleans,” re- 
ported the bill amended ; and the amendment was 
read and agreed to, as.in Committee of the Whole; 
and the President reported the bill to the House 
accordingly; and the bill was ordered to be read 
a third time as amended. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the severa States, 
according to the third census,” was read the see- 
ond time and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day next. 

Pursuant to notice given, Mr. Lem asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill making a further 
appropriation for the support of a library; and 
the bill was read and passed to the second reading, 

Mr. Brapey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of Abraham Whipple, late a Captain in the 
Navy of the United States,” reported it without 
amendment, and it was ordered toa third reading. 


Tuurspay, November 28. 

Mr. Sarrn, of Maryland, from the Committee 
to whom was referred the bill making further 
provision for the Corps of Engineers, reported it 
without amendment. 


The bill making a further appropriation for the 
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A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Josiah H. 
Webb;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Giumay, from the committee, reported the 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act extend- 
ing the time for opening the several land offices 
established in the Territory of Orleans,” correctly 
engrossed; and the bill was read the third time 
as amended, and passed. 

Mr. Tait, from the committee appointed to 
consider the subject, reported a bill for the relief 
of Thomas O’Bannon, and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second réading. 

James A. Bayarp, from the State of Delaware, 
took his seat in the Senate, 


Fripay, November 29. 


The oath presctibed by law was administered 
to Mr. Bavaro, his credentials having been read 
and filed during the last session. 

Mr. Giuman, from the committee, reported the 
bill making a further appropriation for the sup- 
port of alibrary, correctly engrossed ; and the bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas O’Bannon 
was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Jo- 
siah H. Webb,” was read the second time. 

The PrestpoenT laid before the Senate the re- 
port of the Secretary for the Department of the 
Treasury, prepared in obedience to the directions 
of the act, entitled “An act regulating the cur- 
rency of foreign coins in the United States,” 
passed April 10, 1806; and the report was read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Abraham Whipple, late a Captain in the Navy. 
of the United States;” and the bill was ordered: 
to the third reading. 

On motion, by Mr. German, it was agreed, that 
the bill making a further provision for the Corps 
of Engineérs, be made the order of the day for 
Tuesday next. 


Monpay, December 2. 


Mr. Lers presented the petition of Thomas F. 
Wharton, of the city of Philadelphia. stating that 
he is the owner of the schooner Esparanza, a 
Spanish built-vessel, purchased at Sierra Leone 
in the year 1810, by Samuel Richardet, master 
of the schooner. Ariadne, to bring home the cargo 
of the schooner Jast mentioned, she having been 
condemned as not seaworthy; and that at the time 
of the purchase of the Esparanza, he had no 
knowledge of the act, entitled “An act to prevent 
the issuing of sea-letters, except to certain vessels,” 
and praying relief; and the petition was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Currs presented the petition of Thomas 
Brown, a citizen of Portsmouth, in New Hamp- 
shire, stating that the ship General Eaton, of 
which he was owner, sailed from London on the 
27th November, 1810, and from the Downs on 
the 4th December following, bound to Charles- 
ton, in South Carolina, in ballast; and that, on 
the 6th of December, the said ship was captured 
by two French privateers and carried to Calais 
and there detained; and praying the interposition 
of the Legislature, for reasons stated in the peti- 
tion; which was read, and referred to the Secre- 
tary for the Department of State, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Reep submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
whether any, and what, alterations are necessary in 
the rules and articles for the better government of the 
troops raised or to be raised by the United States, and 
that the committee have leave to report by bill, bills, or 
otherwise. i 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States 
according to the third enumeration.” i 

On motion, by Mr. Bayar, to strike out of 
line five the words “thirty-seven,” it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 16, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messts Bayard, Bradley, Crawford, Cutts, 
Dana, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, 
Howell, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Robinson, Smith of 
New York, Tait, and Varnum. 

Nayrs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Franklin, 
Gaillard,.Giles, Lambert, Pope, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Taylor, Turner, and Worthington. : 


On motion, by Mr. Taytor, to fill the blank 
with “forty,” it was determined in the negative— 
yeas 13, nays 21, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Condit, Franklin, Gaillard, Gilman, Gregg, 
Lambert, Leib, Pope, Taylor, and Turner. fate 

Nars—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Brent, Campbell 
of Ohio, Crawford, Cutts, Dana, German, Giles, Good- 
rich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of Maryland, ‘Smith of New York, Tait, Var- 


: num, and Worthington, 


On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, to insert the words 
“thirty-five,” in lieu of the words stricken out, it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 22, nays 
12.-as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Brent, Crawford, 
Catts, Dana, German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, 


‘Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, and 


Varnum. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ohio, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Lambert, Pope, Taylor, Turner, and Worthington. 

And the bill having been amended on the fore- 
going principles, the President reported it to the 
House accordingly; and the bill was ordered to 
be read a third time as amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Abraham Whipple, late a Captain in the Navy 
of the United States,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the sey- 


The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 


the second reading. 


Wenpnespay, December 4. 
The Prestnent communicated the report of 


the Secretary of the Navy, on moneys transferred, . 


during the last recess of Congress, from certain 
appropriations for particular branches of expendi- 
ture in that department, and of the application of 


eral States, according to the third enumeration,” | such moneys; and the report was read. 


correctly engrossed. 

On motion, by Mr. Franxuiy, that tire bill be 
now read the third time, it was objected to, by 
Mr. Anperson, as against the rule. 


Tuesvay, December 3. 

The Senate resumed the motion submitted yes- 
terday, by Mr. Reen; and, 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire whether any, and what, alterations are 
necessary in the rules and articles for the better 
oe of the troops raised or to be raised 

y the United States; and that the committee 
have leave to report by bill, bills. or otherwise. 

Messrs, REED, ANDERSON, Varnom, Smita of 
Maryland, and Brav.ey, were appointed the com- 
mittee, 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Josiah 
H. Webb,” was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Bina, from the commitice, reported the 
bill for the relief of Thomas O'Bannon correctly 
engrossed; and the bill was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States, 
according to the third enumeration,” was read 
the third time as amended, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill making further provision for the 
Corps of Engineers; and the bill having been 
amended, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

On motion, by Mr. German, to strike out, from 
section 5, lines 4 and 5, the following words: “at 
such place as shall be designated by the President 
of the United States,” it was determined in the 
aflirmative—ycas 16, nays 11, as follows: 

Yxras—Mosara. Jampbell of Ohio, Condit, Cutts, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, 
Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, and Varnum, 

Nays-—-Mosera. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Teit, 
Taylor, Turner, and Worthington. 

And further amendments having been agreed 
to, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time as amended. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act allowing further time for 


The bill, entitled “ An act allowing further time 
for completing the payments on certain lands held 
by right of pre-emption in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory,” was read the second time, and referred toa 
select committee to consider and report thereon; 
and Messrs. Tarr, Brapuey, and FRANKLIN, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, for the appointment of a com- 
mittee to have the direction of the money appro- 
priated to purchase books for the use of the Li- 
brary, and concurred therein; and Messrs. Leis, 
Conort, and Smera, of Maryland, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr. Giman, from the committee, reported the 
bill making further provision for the Corps of 
Engineers correctly engrossed; and the bill was 
read the third time, aud passed, 


Tucrspay, December 5. 


Mr. Gites, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, reported a bill for the relief of Robert 
Fulton and his associates; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Brapuey presented the petition of Char- 
lotte Hazen, relict of the late Brigadier General 
Moses Hazen, praying a grant of land to her as a 
Canadian refugee. for reasons stated at large in 
the petition; which was read, and referred to a 
select committee, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise, and Messrs. BRADLEY, GREGG, 
and FRANKLIN, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Currs gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill to annex the 
towns of Kittery, Elliot, and Berwick, to the dis- 
trict of Portsmouth. 

Mr. FRankuin presented the petition of David 
Porter, stating that he commanded the flotilla sta- 
tioned at New Orleans during the existence of the 
laws prohibiting intercourse with France; and 
that he there seized and prosecuted, at his own 
expense, to condemnation, three vessels, the pro- 
ceeds of which were distributed under the revenue 
laws, but that his proportion thereof did not 
amount to the cost Bh prosecution: He therefore 
prays Congress to relinquish to him their propor- 
tion of the penalties and forfeitures which may 
have been incurred by said seizures, as a remu- 
neration fur his services; and the petition was 
read, and referred to a select committee, to con- 


l 
s 
$ 
: 
t 


29 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Decemeer, 1811. 


sider and report there 
Messrs. FRANKLIN, ANDERSON, and GOODRICH, 
were appointed the committee. 


Frivay, December 6. 


Mr. Currs asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to annex the towns of Kittery, Elliot, and 
Berwick, to the district of Portsmouth; and the 
bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Greece presented the memorial of the Pre- 
sident and Managers of the Union Canal Com- 
pany of Pennsylvania, praying the aid of Con- 
gress to enable thein to accomplish the object of 
their institution, as is stated at large therein ; and 
the memorial was read, and. referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Grece. Bayarp, Luoyp Pops, and Hox- 
SEY, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act for the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, according to the third 
enumeration ;” they ask a conference on the sub- 
ject, and have appointed managers on their part. 

On motion, by Mr. Leres, that the Senate insist 
on their amendments to the bill last mentioned, 
it was determined: in the affirmative—yeas 12, 
nays 13, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bradley, Craw- 
ford, Cutts, Dana, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, and 
Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Campbell of Ohio, 
Campbell of Tennesseo, Condit, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Giles, Lambert, Pope, ‘Taylor, Turner, and Worthing- 
ton. 

On motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, the Senate 
agreed to the conference asked by the House of 
Representatives on the amendments to the bill 
last mentioned; and Messrs, Bayarn, Lets, and 
VARNUM, were appointed the managers on the 
part of the Senate. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Fulton and his 
associates was read the second time. 


Monpay, December 9. 


Mr. Tarr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act allowing fur- 
ther time for completing the payments on certain 
lands held by right of pre-emption in the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” reported ft without amendment. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the Message of the President 
of the United States, of the fifth of November, as 
concerns the relations between the United States 
and France and Great Britain, reported, in part, 
a bill for completing the existing military estab- 
lishment ; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee last mentioned, 
reported, in part, a bill to raise, for a limited time, 


on by bill or otherwise; and | a 


= as the committee had deemed it proper 


the present crisis; that it had not yet matured a 
system of naval preparation ; that would probably 
form the subject of a future report.] 

The bill for the relief of Robert Fulton and his 
associates was resumed; and, on motion, by Mr. 
ANnpeERSON, it was made the order of the day fer 
Thursday next. 

The bill to annex the towns of Kittery, Elliot, 
and Berwick, to the district of Portsmouth, was 
read the second time, and referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. 
Currs, LLoYp, and FRANKLIN, were appointed 
the committee, 


Turspay, December 10. 


The bill for completing the existiag Military 
Establishment was read the second time. 
The bill to raise, for a limited time, an addi- 
tional military force, was read the second time. 
The bill appropriating a sum of money for pro- 
curing munitions of war, was read the second 
time. 
The bill for the establishment of a quartermas- 
ter’s department was read the second time; and 
on motion, by Mr. Grues, these bills were sever- 
ally made the order of the day for Friday next. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act allowing further 
time for completing the payments on certain lands 
held by right of pre-emption in the Mississippi 
Territory ;” and the bill was ordered to the third 
reading. 
Mr. Gites presented the petition of Charles 
Whitlow, nurseryman and botanical collector, 
stating that he has discovered a native vegetable, 
which possesses, in the highest degree, the quali- 
ties of flax and hemp, and praying that, in con- 
sideration of making a disclosure of this important 
' discovery to Congress, he may be allowed to im- 
i port into the United States, by special licences, all 
| such seeds, grains, and growing plants, as he may 
| deem useful for the improvement of gardening, 
| science, or the arts; and the petition was read, 

and referred to a select committee, to consist of 
! five members, to consider and report thereon by 
| bill or otherwise; and Messrs. GILES, GREGG, 
| German, Satu, of New York, and Bayarp, were 
| appointed the committee. 


31 


SENATE. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 


AAVAT 


32 


Decemser, 1811. 


Mr. Bayarp, from the committee appointed as 
managers of the conference upon the subject-mat- 
ser of the bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “ An act for the apportionment of Repre- 
tentatives among the several States, according to 
the third enumeration,” made the following re- 
port: 

“That the committee had held a conference with the 
Managers appointed in behalf of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and that the joint committee of the two 


Houses, upon the close of the conference, finally sepa- 


rated without coming to any agreement. That the 
committee heard nothing on the conference sufficient 
to induce them to depart from the amendments made 
by the Senate to the bill from the House of Represent- 
atives. They thercfore recommend it to the Senate to 
adhere to the said amendments.” 


On motion, by Mr. Bavaro, it was agreed that 
the consideration of the report be the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 


Wenpnrspay. December 11. 


The bill, entitled “ An act allowing further time 
for completing the payments on certain lands held 
‘by right of pre-emption in the Mississippi Terri- 
oy i was read the third time, and passed. 

message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the aying 
out and opening a public road from the line estab- 
lished by the treaty of Greenville to the North 
Bend, in the State of Ohio;” also a bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of John Burnham > in 
which bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were read, and passed 
to the second reading, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the managers at the conference upon the 
subject-matter, of the amendments to the bill, en- 
titled “An act for the apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives among the several States, according to 
the third enumeration.” 

Whereupon, on motion by Mr. Bayarp, that 
the Senate adhere to their amendments to the 
said bill, it was determined in the affirmative— 
yeas 18, nays 16, as follows: 

Yxas—Mesers. Bayard, Bradley, Cutts, Dana, Ger- 
man, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, and Varnum. 

Nars—Meears, Anderson, Bibb, 
Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Frank- 
lin, Gaillard, Giles, Lambert, Pope, Tait, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, and Worthington. 


Tuourspay, December 12, 

The bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the lay- 
ing out and opening a public road from the line 
established by the treaty of Greenville to the North 
Bend, in the State of Ohio,” was read the second 
time, and referred toa select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. CAMPRELL. 
of Ohio, Greco, and Pore, were appointed the 
committee, 


Brent, Campbell of 


The bill. entitled “ An act for the relief of John 
Burnham,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. GERMAN, FRANKLIN, and GREGG, 
were appointed the committee. _ 

Mr, Dana presented the petition of Isaac Try- 
on, of Glastenbury, in the State of Connecticut, 
praying that the patent granted him on the 22d 
of February, 1798, for a new and useful improve- 
ment in manufacturing combs, may be extended 
fora longer time, for reasons stated therein at 
large; and the petition was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Robert Fulton 
and his associates; and, after debate, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed until to-mor- 
row. 


Frivay, December 13, 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Robert Fulton, 
and his associates; and, on motion, by Mr. Bay- 
ARD, to postpone the consideration thereof to Mon- 
day fortnight, it was determined in the negative. 
And on motion, by Mr. Gixgs, it was recommit- 
ted to a select committee, to consist of five mem- 
bers, with instructions to revise the patent laws, 
with liberty to report thereon by bill, bills, or 
otherwise ; and Messrs, GILES, BAYARD, Craw- 
FORD, CAMPBELL of Tennessee, and ANDERSON, 
were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for completing the existing Mil- 
itary Establishment; and, after progress, ‘ad- 


journed. 


SATURDAY, December 14. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for completing the existiug Mili- 
tary Establishment; and the bill having been 
amended, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly ; and the bill was further amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative, : 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to raise, for a limited time an ad- 
ditional military force; and, after progress, ad- 


journed. 


Monpay, December 16. 


Mr. Worruinaron, from the committee ap- 
pointed on the subject, reported a bill authorizing 
the President of the United States to raise certain 
companies of spies or rangers for the protection 
of the frontier of the United States; and the bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. __ 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill for completing the existing Military Estab- 
lishment correctly engrossed, and the bill was 
read the third time; and the blanks filled. 

On motion, by Mr. AnpErson, to recémmit 
the bill to a select committee, further to consider 
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gative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined unanimously in the affirmative, yeas 
28, as follows: 

Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of Ohio, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Dana, 
Franklin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Gregg, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, and Varnum. 

Mr. FRANKLIN presented the petition of Thomas 
Gordon, of Pasquotank county, in the State of 
North Carolina, in behalf of himself and John 
Shaw, praying a remission of the penalties in- 
curred by them as securities in an embargo bond, 
for reasons stated therein at large; and the peti- 
tion was read, and referred to a select committee, 
to consider and report thereon, by bill or other- 
wise; and Messrs. FRANKLIN, TayLor, and Craw- 
FORD, were appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Dana, 

Ordered, That the petition of Isaac Tryon, pre- 
sented the 12th instant, be referred to the com- 
mittee to whom was referred, the 26th Novem- 
ber, the memorial of Robert R. Livingston, and 
Robert Fulton, to consider and report thereon by 
bill or otherwise. 


and passed to a second readiag. 
ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole. the bill to raise, fora limited time, an ad- 
ditional military furce. 

On motion. by Mr. Reen, to strike out, from 
section 1, line 3, the word “ten,” for the purpose 
of inserting in lieu thereof, the word “twenty,” it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 2, nays 3l, 
as follows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Lambert and Reed. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, 
Campbell of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, 
Crawford, Cutts, Dana, Franklin, Gaillard, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
and Worthington. 

On motion hy Mr. Binge, to expunge the last 
section of the bill, as follows: 


“That every commissioned and staff officer, to be 
appointed in virtue of this act, shall be a citizen of the 
United States, or some one of the Territories thereof ;? 


It was determined in the affirmative—yeas 19, 
nays 14, as follows: 

Veas—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell of 
Ohio, Campbel! of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Ger- 
man, Giles, Howell, Hunter, Leib, Pope, Robinson, 
Smith of New York, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and 
Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Condit, Dana, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Reed, Smith, of Maryland, and Tait. 

And the Prestprnxr reported the bill to the 
House as amended. 

On motion of Mr. Campsent. of Tennessee, to 
strike out from section twelve, line six, to the end 
of the section, as amended, the following words: 

«And whenever any non-commissioned officer or 
soldier shall be discharged from the service, who shall 
have obtained from the commanding officer of his com- 
pany, battalion, or regiment, a certificate that he had 
faithfully performed his duty while in service, he shall, 
moreover, be allowed and paid, in addition to the said 
bounty, three months’ pay, and acres of land. 
And the heirs and representatives of those non-com- 
missioned officers, or soldiers, who may be killed in ac- 
tion or die in the service of the United States, shall 
likewise be paid and allowed the said additional bounty 
of three months’ pay and acres of land, to be de- 
signated, surveyed, and laid off, at the public expense, 
in such manner, and upon such terms and conditions, 
as may be provided by law :” 

For the purpose of inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
following words: 

“And every non-commissioned officer and soldier 
who shall have faithfully performed his duty, served 
out his term of five years, and obtained his discharge 
from the proper officer, shall be entitled to, and receive, 
in addition to the said bounty, three months’ pay and 
a land warrant for one hundred and sixty acres. Andin 
case such non-commissioned officer or soldier shall have 
been discharged previous to the expiration of the term 
lof five years for which he was enlisted, having faith- 


—— 


Monpnay, December 17. 


The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States tu raise certain companies of spies or 
rangers, for the protection of the frontier of the 
United States, was read the second time. 

[This bill provides, “that the President of the 
United States, whenever he shall have satisfac- 
tory evidence of the actual or threatened invasion 
of any State or Territory of the United States, by 
any Indian tribe, or tribes, be and he is hereby 
authorized to raise. either by the acceptance of 
volunteers, or enlistment for one year, unless 
sooner discharged, as many companies as he may 
deem necessary, who shall serve on foot, or be 
mounted, as the service in his opinion may re- 
quire—shal! act on the frontier as spies or rangers, 
be armed, equipped, and organized in such man- 
ner, and be under such regulations and restric- 
tions as the nature of the service in his opinion 
may make necessary.” “Wach of the said com- 
panies of spies or rangers to consist of one cap- 
tain, one first, onc second lieutenant, one ensign. 
four sergeants, four corporals, and sixty privates.” | 

Mr. Por submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That a committee he appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of making provision for the widows 
and representatives of the militia volunteers who fell in 
the late engagement with the Indians on the Wabash, 
under the command of Governor Harrison; and, also, 
of making compensation for the horses and other prop- 
erty lost or destroyed; and that the committee have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee te whom the 
subject was recommitted the 13th inst., reported, 
in part, a bill extending the time of certain pat- 
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served, allowing at the rate of one hundred and sixty | ceived, the whole views of the committee who 
acres for the full time of five years. And the legalrep-! had reported the bill. He would, therefore, pre- 
resentatives of every non-commissioned officer or soldier | cont j the Senate the most prominent addim 
who shall be killed while in Ba of a oe or who | Portant considerations, which he presumed had 
shall, during the time for which he may have been en- | operated on the committee, and had certainly on 
listed, die tir terior irae En Woude received himself, to induce the recommendation of twenty- 
battle, of While in the lineofbisaduty,shallbe five thousand men, as the smallest possible-quan- 


se e whieh ee ee tum of force demanded by the crisis; and to de- 
acres to wilich 2 Se CEASE í y C - fa i ee 
titled had he lived and served vut his full term of five | hae the advantagar. Ta N 
years; which said land warrants shall be issued by the | that extent, over that which s 


Secretary of War, in the names and for the use only of | Plated by the honorable mover, and ani more 
the persons who performed the services, or their legal | over that which is said to consist with the Exceu- 
representatives, and shall not be transferable to any | tive project. — i ct ; Eee 
other person or persons; und may, at their option, be | In the consideration of this subject it is impor- 
located with the register of cither of the land offices of i tant to turn our attention to the objects for which 
the United States, subsequent to the public sales in | a military force is demanded, to enable us the 
such office, on any of the publie lands of the United | better to apportion the means to the objects in- 
States then and there offered for sale; or may be re-i tended to be effected. For this purpose he begged 
ceived at the rate of two dollars per acre in payment | the most serious attention of the Senate to the 
of any such public lands :” , President’s Message at the commencement of the 
And it was determined in the negative—yeas | session. 
10, nays 23, as follows: | I must now add,” observes the President “ that the 
“Wxae—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell of Ohio, Camp- | period is arrived which claims from the legislative guar- 
boll of Tennessee, Franklin, Gregg, Hunter, Lambert, | dians of the national rights a system of more ample 
Boit, Lloyd, and Worthington. i provision for maintaining them. Notwithstanding the 
Navs--Messrs, Bayard, Bibh, Bradley, Brent, Craw- | scrapulous justice, the protracted moderation, and the 
ford, Cutts, Dana, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, | maltiplied efforts on the part of the United States, to 
Goodrich, Horsey, (Lowell, Pope, Reed, Robinson, | substitute for the accumulating dangers to the peace 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, | of the two countries, all the mutual advantages of re- 
Turner, and Varnum. | established friendship and confidence, we have seen 
And the bill was farther amended. | that the British Cabinet perseveres, not only in with- 
On motion, by Mr. Axversoy, to strike ourthe | holding a remedy for other wrongs so long and so 
word “ten, "section ane line three [ony calling fr i, bot în the exoeuton, brought 
p N se i al N x 4 2 s X yy 
eian TA a ea mp substance, which, under existing circumstances, havo the char- 
i Mr. Gies said, be found hitmself in a very un- acter, as well as the eflect, of war on our lawful com- 


merce. 
aei ee E eccal the Every n “ With this evidence of hostile inflexibility, in tramp- 


l ? ling on rights which no independent nation can relin- 
been very preciscly expressed; but he had men- | quish, Congress will feel the duty of putting the Uni- 
tioned the number of twelve thousand infa ntry | ted States into an armor and an attitude demanded by 
as preferable ta twenty thousand, about the num- ' the crisis, and corresponding with the national spirit 
her. provided for by the bill. Mr. G. said it was | and expectations. 
alsa understuod, that a force of ten thousand men “I recommend, accordingly, that adequato provision 
of every descriptive would more correspond with | be mado for filling the ranks and prolonging the enlist- 
tbe: Executive views, and fully answer the Ex- | ments of the regular troops; for an auxiliary force, to 
exulive requisition, This, he believed, was the | be engaged for a more limited term; for the acceptance 
fast; and should su consider it in the course of the | of volunteer corps, whose patriotic ardor may court a 
abservations he proposed tu make, Notwithstand- | Participation in urgent services; for detachments, as 
ing tis circumstance, however, considering: the | Hey may be wanted, of other portions of the militia, 
late obdurrendesdn our Western frontiers, and the any Jor. «ieh 5 preparation: of. tie great body P a 
feelings ot the Western people so justly excited proportion its usciulness to its intrinsic capacity. 
thereby, &c., he acknowledged that the niotfon| Here we find, in the first place, the most sol- 
had come from the most unexpected quarter of; emn and imperious call upon Congress, in the 
the Union, and from a gentleman the most unex- ‘character of “the legislative guardians of the na- 
pected to-him-of all those who represent-the west- | tivhdl rights, for a system of more ample provi- 
ern portion ofthe United States; because, from the ‘siohs for maintaining them.” The President then 
long course of military services honorably render- . ve¥y properly and emphatically proceeds to tell 
ed by that geiti¢man: during the Revolutionary |i us why'he makes this solemn call upon the legis- 
Wat, ta must have become well acquainted with | lative guardians of the nation at this time. Ele 
the absolute necessity of a-due degree of momen- ¿tells us in substance, that notwithstanding “ the 
tii in military affairs, © i „| serupulous justice, the protracted moderation, and 
"Mrs G. said té did not propose to go into a full f multiplied efforts on the part of the United States,” 
exposition’ of our foreigh relations at this time; Í to ińdüce Great Britain to recede from her hostile 
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aggressions upon thcir essential sovereign rights, 
so far from yielding to these polite and pathetic 
invitations, she had increased her aggressions, and 
had adopted “measures, which, under existing 
circumstances, have the character, as well as 
the effect, of war upon our lawful commerce ;” 
and that these measures are, in their execution 
& brought home to the threshold of our territory.” 
Could the President have chosen language more 
emphatic to show the imperious character of the 
call made upon Congress to furnish him with the 
adequate physical means to retrieve the honor and 
redress the wrongs of the nation? Lest there 
might be some possible mistake on the part of 
Congress, he tells us explicitly, that the aggres- 
sions of Great Britain have the character as well 
as the effect of war upon our lawful commerce, 
and that this war is brought home to the threshold 
of our territory. 

But, sir, the President does not stop here. He 
tells us that notwithstanding our protracted mod- 
eration, &c., &c., Great Britain, with hostile in- 
flexibility, perseveres in trampling on essential 
sovereign rights; rights at least, “ which no inde- 
pendent nation can relinquish.” Here then, it is 
evident, the President conceives, that our inde- 
pendence as a nation is brought into question, 
and put at hazard. Can any subject present a 
more awful and imperious call upon Congress to 
exert and apply the whole energies of the nation, 
than a question of independence? The plain En- 
glish of all this communication, he understood 
to be, that all the inefficient measures, which have 
been adopted in relation to the belligerents for 
three years past, had not answered the expecta- 
tions of their projectors; but, instead of the ex- 
pected recession, had produced, on the part of 
Great Britain at least, inflexible hostility. This 
was a very natural result, and one which he had 
always anticipated, as was well known to this 
honorable body. But the Administration, having 
learnt wisdom by these feeble experiments, had 
now determined to change its course, and for the 
purpose of rendering this hostility more flexible, 
had at length resolved. instead of commercial re- 
strictions, to try the effect of physical force. An 
‘adequate force is therefore demanded by the Ex- 
ecutive, and the adequacy of the force is very pro- 
perly referred to Congress, where the responsi- 
bility is placed by the Constitution, where it ought 
to rest; and, for one, he was willing to take his 
full share of it. But, sir, the President goes on 
further. After designating the objects, he points 
out the standard for ascertaining the adequacy of 
the force demanded for their effectuation. In his 
official responsible Message, he tells us that “ Con- 
gress will feel the duty of putting the United 
States into an armor and an attitude demanded 
by the crisis, and corresponding with the national 
spiritand expectations.” ‘lhe standard here point- 
ed out for calculating the quantum of force to be 
supplied is “ the crisis,” which had been previously 
described in the most solemn and imposing terms, 
and “the national spiritand expectations.” Whe- 
ther the committee had reported too great a force 
for subduing the crisis, he was willing to submit 
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to the verdict onal spirit and expecta- 
tions. x 

But it is now said, or intimated in substance, 
that this official responsible standard is only os- 
tensible, and that the true standard for estimating 
the quantum of force demanded, must be derived 
from the decrepit state of the ‘Treasury and the 
financial fame of the gentleman at the head of 
that department. This subject will require a dis- 
tinet consideration ; but, in the meantime, it is 
sufficient to say, that the committee unanimously 
refused to be influenced by any considerations, 
but those resulting from the official responsible 
communication, and their own reflections upon 
the state of the nation asdisclosed thereby. They 
unanimously rejected informal, inofficial commu- 
nications. 

It will be observed, too, in the Message, the 
President, in his more specific recommendations, 
after designating the kinds of force suited to the 
occasion, leaves the quaatum of each to be judged 
of and decided by Congress, where the responsi- 
bility did and ought to rest; and he was unwill- 
ing, by receding from his Constitutional duty, to 
revert this responsibility upon the Executive, 

lt thus appearing, said Mr. G.. that the force 
demanded was for the purposes of war, if unfor- 
tunately we should be driven by Great Britain to 
that last resort; and that although the war would 
be undertaken upon principles strictly defensive, 
yet, in its operation, it must necessarily become 
offensive on our part; and that Congress was to 
determine exclusively upon the adequacy of the 
means for conducting it; he would now proceed 
to inquire more particularly, first, whether the 
committee had recommended a force more than 
adequate to the purposes of the war; and second, 
whether it was within the capacity of the United 
States to supply the force thus recommended. 

Mr. G. said, that in estimating the quantum of 
force demanded hy the existing crisis, it appeared 
to him, gentlemen had not given sufficient con- 
sideration to the attitude assumed by the United 
States in relation to the Floridas—to the exten- 
sion of our Southern and Western frontiers—to the 
late hostile acts and threatenings in that quarler— 
nor to the importance of Orleans, its exposed po- 
sition and defenceless situation. These circum- 
stances, however, entered deeply into the consid- 
eration of the committee, had induced it to con- 
clude that the whole Military Establishment now 
authorized by law, if completed, would not be 
more than sufficient, perhaps insufficient, to an- 
swer the necessary objects of the Government in 
the scenes just described. It was. therefore, in- 
tended that the whole of that foree should be left 
free to act therein, according to circumstances, 
and that the additional force now recommended 
should act exclusively in the northern and eastern 
portion of the Union. This force no gentleman 
will pretend can be too great for our objects in 
that quarter, in the eveni of war unaided by the 
existing establishment. Hence it was a matter 
of great surprise to him that the Western gentle- 
men should wish to dininish the number of men 
now proposed to be raised; because he believed 
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that every man deducted from the proposed force, 
would take one from the force intended by the 
committee to protect our Southern and Western 
frontiers. These gentlemen, he presumed, must 
be better judges than himself, how many of these 
men they can generously spare from their own 
protection; but, for his part, he thought there 
was not one to spare from these objects, and the 


local militia, they could protect New York against 
the force Great Britain might detach against that 
city, they would perform their full share of the 
toiis and perils of the war. Two thousand men, 


committee were willing to give the whole of | completely furnished with all the means of an- 


them that destination. 

Witi respect tu the protection of New Orleans, 
he knew it was the expectation of the late Ad- 
ministration, that in the event of war, Great Brit- 
ain would possess herself of that city; and it 
was not their intention to incur the expense of 
being constantly prepared to repel the first incur- 
sions of the enemy—he did not know the inten- 
tion of the present Administration in that respeet, 
but presumed it was acting on the same policy. 
In case the British should take possession of Or- 
leans, the Western people must necessarily be 
called upon to drive them out, and he doubted 
very much whether it would be either a very ac- 
ceptable occupation or avery easy task. Hehad 
always disapproved of this policy, and in the 
event of war, he thought it wise, not only to be 
prepared for defence at all points, but to give 
the first blow. He believed, in the end, it would 
be found not only the wisest, but the most eco- 
nomical policy, both in blood and treasure. 

Having presented to the Senate the objects to 
which the existing Military Establishment ought 
to be assigned, according to the views of the com- 
mittee, he would proceed to inquire, whether the 
additional foree recommended would be more than 
competent to the objects to which it must neces- 
sarily be assigned, and which ought unquestion- 
ably to be effected by it. In case uf war,an event 
he deprecated as much as any gentleman present, 
the new army would have to man your fortifica- 
tions on the seaboard, from Norfolk to the extrem- 
ities of our territory. North and fast, and to oc- 
eupy Canada. ‘These are the contemplated and 
indispensable ubjucts of this army, in the estima- 
tion of the Executive and the honorable mover, 
as well as of the committee. ‘Che question will, 
therefure, turn upon the accuracy and correctness 
of their respective calculations as to the quantum 
of force necessary to effect these objects. 

Mr. G. said be had a conversation with the 
Secretary for the Department of War, in his char- 
acter of chairman of the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, in which the Seeretary did endeavor 
to demonstrate to him, that a smaller number of 
men than 25,000 would answer these objects; but 
so far from producing this convietion, it satisfied 
him that the uumber was too small. He thought 
that every inference drawn by the honorable See- 
retary ought to have been inverted. For iu- 
stance, he was asked, how many men were indis- 

ensably necessary to man the fortifications at 
New York? The honorable Secretary replied 
2,000; but he intended to make 1.000 answer, and 
would rely for tbe rest of the complement on the 
local militia, Now, Mr. G. said, he inferred, if 
2,000 men were necessary for that most exposed 


i possibly be detached for the other fortifica- 
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'noyance, possessed of all the skill that military 
| science could afford, and impelled by all the sub- 
ordination and management that military disci- 
pline could impose, with the aid of the local mili- 
tia also, would deserve well of their country if 
they should preserve. New York from the grasp of 
Great Britain, in case she should think proper to 
direct the force she might have at command 
against that city. Then why send one thousand 
| on a service, when we know that two thousand 
are necessary, and perhaps incompetent? Is it 
because the United States have not the capacity 
to send 2,060? That question shall be examined 
presently. ‘he same observations will apply to 
the protection of Rhode Island, where 2,000 more 
will be necessary; avd 1,000 will be as few as 


tions. Admitting then 5,000 men to be necessary 
to man the various fortifications on the seaboard, 
and supposing every man to be raised, as proposed 
in the bill, there will bea disposable force of only 
20,000 men for the occupation of Canada. But 
upon the Executive project there would be left 
for that service only 5,000 men; unless indeed the 
Western and Southern frontiers should be left un- 
protected, or the fortifications on the seaboard 
should be only half manned, and of course left to 
the sport of the enemy. Mr. G. said he appre- 
hended that, in the first onset of the war, Great 
Britain would direct her force to the occupation 
of New York and New Orleans; and if she should 
possess herself of those two points, he would ven- 
ture to predict that the Administration which 
commenced the war would not finish it; espe- 
cially undera system of policy, which would only 
furnish one half of the means deemed necessary 
for their protection—yes, sir, known to be inade- 
quate at the time of applying it. What apolog 

could be made to an injured nation under suc 

circumstances? We knew 2.000 men to be neces- 
sary for the defence of New York; but we sagely 
determined to apply 1,000 only to that object, for 
fear of incurring the expense of the requisite num- 
her. This would be self-condemnation. The 
people would lose all confidence in such calcula- 
tors, and would evrtainly make the experiment 
of a change. Under such circumstances, Mr. G. 
said he would be the first to ery out for a change 


| of Administration, for it would not be possible to 
| lose by it. Defend New York with all the judg- 


ment aod skill you can command ; fill the fortif- 
cations with the full complement of troops amply 
provided, call iu the local militia, &c., and he 
should not be surprised if the British should get 
possession of that city. But then there would be 
no blame on the Administration; all its duties 
wil} have been performed; and the result would 
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reduced ? or whether he hada preference for any 


other number? ‘The reply, after the consultation, 
very properly, was, that the President had no 
opinion to offer on that point. He considered it 
a subject of legislative discretion, &e. Of course 
any informal Executive views ought not to be 
substituted for our own discretion and responsi- 
bility. Mr. G. said, he knew it had been suggest- 
ed, and perhaps from very high authority, that no- 
thing was necessary to induce Great Britain to re- 
cede from her aggressions, but to convince her, 
that, instead of opposing to them inefficient com- 
mercial resrictions, they would be resisted with 
physical force; and that raising ten thousand men 
would produce this conviction, without incurring 
further expense. This suggestion furnished some 
of his strongest objections to limiting the force to 
be raised to ten thousand men. So far from pro- 
ducing that conviction on the British Cabinet, he 
was convinced it would produce precisely the 
opposite effect. T'he British Cabinet would look 
at the means provided for effecting the object, as 
the best evidence of the object itself, And as 
these means would be viewed so utterly inade- 
quate to the purposes of war, the Cabinet would 
necessarily conclude that we were not in earnest, 
that we were joking, even upon the most serious 
subject ; that war was not intended, and would 
not be resorted to under any circumstances. This 
impression, the necessary result of our former 
measures, has become so general, both at home and 
abroad, that we have much to do to retrieve our 
lost reputation; we do not stand upon original 
ground. Our measures must be ofa very differ- 
ent character from what they have been to pro- 
duce the desired conviction, either at home or 
abroad. Having changed our principle of action, 
from commercial restrictions to physical force, 
limiting that force to ten thousand men would 
be, in his judgment, as much trifling with the 
energies of the nation, as inefficient commercial 
restrictions had heretofore been trifling with the 
character and interests of the nation, and he feared 
was dictated by the same unfortunate imbecile 
spirit and policy. Mr. G. said, that whilst upon 
this part of the subject, he begged to be excused 
for reading a few paragraphs from a newspaper, 
which he accidentally picked up last evening, 
containing the annunciation of the President’s 
Message at Quebec, the very point to which the 

roposed force might probably be directed. It 
Rally demonstrates the impressions existing there, 
and which have heen produced by our former 
measures. 
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“Qursec, Norember 18. 

“ Presidents Message.—Happily the expectation of 
Mr. Madison’s speech steps in opportunely, as some- 
thing of an antidote to the effect of the European 
dearth. From that speech shall we learn that the 
terrible being, John Bull, does not suffer his thousand 
armed vessels, manned and equipped at an enormous 
expense, to lic wholly idle; but that they are guilty of 
the audacious tyranny of being, in some degree, a 
check on the violent inclinations of Dame Columbia to 
extend her arms to cherish, aid, and assist her admired 
hero, Napoleon, in effecting John’s annihilation. Much 
will the speech complain that the Sovereign of the 
Ocean is not powerful to no purpose, and, does not de- 
scend to, and put himself on a level with tho imbecility 
of the United States, with their dozen ships. Unpar- 
donable is the grievance that the Leviathan is not as 
powerless as the Cod: that the Jackall, whom nature 
meant for the Lion’s provider, is not permitted to 
divert its provender to the support of the Tiger, with 
a view to the destruction of the Lion. 

“The speech may not say these things in diroct 
terms; but such will, unquestionably, be its meaning : 
« With eyllogisms ’twill make a clatter, 

With abstract rights threo-deckers batter ; 
An ompty purso at millions shake, 

And no trade ‘gainst a free trade stake: 
Of rotting produce count the gain, 

A seaboard boast shut from the main; 
To seamen recommend the loom, 

And on each mast to fix the broom; 
Merchants, for lack of foreign wares, 

To retail apples, plums, and pears.” 


Limit all your mighty efforts to ten thousand 
men, and it will afford a better subject for another 
pasquinade, than the President’s Message had 
done for the one just read. He should not have 
ventured to read these paragraphs to the Senate, 
however, if these impressions were merely local. 
But he believed similar impressions pervaded 
Europe and America, and had unfortunatel 
found their way into the French and British 
Cabinets. Nor should he have thought these 
sarcasms worth regard, were it not for the truisms 
with which they were pointed. When the Duc 
de Cadore, upon his review of our proceedings, 
told us officially that he would have expected 
more from a Jamaica Assembly, he thought it 
both impertinent and insolent; but the point of 
the offence was a consciousness that it was too 
much like the truth. It is a truism which forms 
the sting of every sarcasm. We find the Em- 
peror Napoleon, too, acting under these same 
impressions, when he seizes and confiscates your 
property, without even a plausible pretext. The 
only ground upon which he acted, was a convic- 
tion that you would not resent it, and he, there- 
fore, might plunder with impunity. The same 
impressions direct the British Cabinet in its “in- 
flexible hostility,” and its war upon our com- 
merce, both in character and effect, “brought 
home to the threshold of our territory.” If our 
protracted moderation, wonderful moderation, 
&e., by which he presumed were meant our 
feeble contrivances for the last three years, and 
of which, he feared, the requisition of ten thou- 
sand men was a breach, both in spirit and policy, ` 


Senate. 


Mr. G. begged the Senate to turn its atten- 
tion to the means of resistance now actually in 
Canada, which would probably be opposed to the 
contemplated force. From the best information 
be could obtain, the British had at this time in 


Canada from seven to ten thousand regular troops, į 


and from twelve to fifteen thousand well appoint- 


ed, well furnished militia, drawn from a popula- : 


tion of nearly three hundred thousand souls. If, 
therefore, your troops could be ready to act in 
the Spring before the breaking up of the ice, and 
before the British could throw further succors 
into that country, it appeared to him there would 
be very good employment for twenty thousand 
men in subduing this force and population; and, 
if undeitakea with fewer men, a failure of the 
enterprise would probably be the consequence. 
Besides, sir, we should recollect that Great Brit- 
ain is the same Great Britain we encountered in 
1775, 1776, &c.; and although some gentlemen 
seemed to suppose that she was fully occupied 
with her European war; that she was impover- 


ished, fighting for her existence, &c., and of | 
course had at command very little dispusable : 


force, he viewed the subject very differently. 

It is true Great Britain is engaged with a forini- 
dable enemy ; but hitherto she has greatly the ad- 
vantage inthe war, Where has she lost one ineh 
of territory? What acquisitions of territory and 
population has she not made, both in the East 
and West Indies? What obstacles is she now 
opposing to the occupation of the Southern Pe- 
ninsula by her enemy ? So far from her popula- 


tion being diminished at home, it appeared to be | 


greatly increased by the last census, notwith- 
standing all the distresses and starvations we 
have heard of, &c. Count the number of French 
and English prisoners, and you will find that 
Great Britain had the advantage of perhaps ten 
to one. Her fleet is unrivalled; of course left 
Revolutionary war. He, therefore, concluded 
that we should have to contend now with the 
same Great Britain we did then, with renovated 
powers and resources, Yet to this Power it is 
proposed to oppose only ten thousand additional 
troops. Mr. G. said it was uncertain how long 
Great Britain might keep her army upon the 
Peninsula; but whenever it shall be withdrawn, 
either by choice or necessity, she will have a 
formidable disposable furce in numbers, skill, and 
bravery; and whether she withdraws that army 
or not, you will find that she will command a 
respectable force for the protection of Canada, if 
you wait for the breaking up of the ice, which 
now envelopes all the avenues of that country. 
Time, therefore, is all-important, and not a mo- 
ment for preparations ought to be lost. 


France, it is true, has- astonishingly aggran- 
dized herself during the existing war in Europe; 
but it has been done at the expense of other na- 
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| this project of limiting our efforts to ten thousand 


Í men, seems to be too much upon the plan ofa 


: scarecrow, and it appears to be regarded in that 


| light by some gentlemen. 

| was the last nation on earth, that he would ander- 
| take to frighten with scarecrows; besides. even 
! upon the scarecrow plan, he should suppose that. 
| twenty-five thousand men would be better than 
! ten thousand. Mr. G. said he disliked this pro- 
: ject extremely, from another consideration, which 
‘it forcibly impressed upon his mind. lt must 
evidently have been recommended by that same 
spirit and policy which had heretofore relied 
upon the ehapter of accidents for success, and not 
upon our own energies and resources. [t seems 
kig have been founded on the hope that Great 
` Britain would recede without an effort on our 
į part. Tt is a fallacious hope. The hope itself 
i will always defeat its own object, by avoiding 
i the means to insure its own success, 

! Mr.G. said we had enjoyed a long course of 
| prosperity, but we ought not to calculate upon 


| perpetual exemption from the cominon calamities. 


of nations, When days of adversity shall arrive, 
! we should meet them with becoming fortitude 
‘and energy. He deprecated that spirit which ap- 
! peared to be longing and whining after prosperity 
| that is passed, as if it feared to louk adversity in 
ithe face. 
, stare her out of countenance; you must meet her 
; with courage, and with means sufficient to sub- 
| due her. Mr, President, if after we have been 
solemnly called together to receive communica- 
tions of great and weighty matters, and after our 
meeting have been told that our independence is 
at hazard, that there is actual war, both in char- 
acter and effect, upon our lawful commerce, 


| brought home to the threshold of our territory 3. 


that rights are trampled upon, which no indepen- 
dent nation can relinquish, &c.; when, in short, 


as to have set the whole nation on fire—if, after 
iall this, we should taper down to providing ten 
thousand men to subdue such a crisis, would it 


Would it not undervalue the resources and ener- 
giesofthenation? Would it ngt insult and deceive 
| the national spirit and expectations? Whether 
| he viewed this subject in reference to the inter- 
| ests of the nation, or the party in power, he should 
equally protest against this little miserable policy 
of resorting to means so utterly incompetent to. 
the objects. He cautioned the party in power 
now, as he often had done before, against longer 
| sporting with the national sensibility, the national 


character, and the national interests. 

Mr. G. said, in making the calculations of the 
degree of force required, the committee was pre- 
eluded from taking into the estimate any auxiliary 
force to be derived from the militia; because an 
impression appeared to be almost universally en- 
tertained, that Congress could not constitutionally: 


December, 1811.. 


He said Great Britain. 


Mr. President, when adversity comes,. 
. you must look her in the face; yes, sir, you must. 


; i : : | our wrongs are painted in such glowing terms,’ 
more free to act than at any time during the | 


not be a wonderful discovery in the art of sinking Y 
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command the services of the militia beyond the | curred with the other experienced military gentle- 
limits of the United States; of course, the regular | men in these respects. 
force must be proportionally augmented. Hej Mr. G. said, upon an impartial view of all the 
said, although he believed he stood single and considerations he had the honor to suggest, he 
alone, he protested against this doctrine. He did thought it was demonstrated, that the force pro- 
not propose now to examine this question, be- | posed was not more than competent to the objects 
cause it would be useless. He would, however, | of the Government; and that a smaller number 
read the clause of the Constitution, which gave | would correspond neither with the national spirit 
to Congress the power of calling forth the militia, | nor expectations. He would therefore proceed 
and make one or two remarks on it. Congress | to consider, whether the number proposed ex- 
shall have power “to provide for calling forth the | ceeded the national capacity to furnish. 
militia, to execute the laws of the Union, to sup- It will appear, said Mr. G., from the census - 
press insurrections, and repel invasions.” The lately taken, that the population of the United 
first object fur which the militia may be called States is perhaps not less than seven and an half 
forth, is to execute the laws of the Union. A millions of souls. Now, sir, this must be a popu- 
law declaring war, is a law of the Union; and if | lation of a most extraordinary character, and um 
the war is to be carried on beyond the limits of | der the influence of a government of a most ex- 
the United States. it is still a law to be executed, traordinary organization, if it cannot command 
although beyond the limits of the United States; the services of thirty five thousand men, upon the 
and he could see no reason why the militia could | most extraordinary exigencies, But we are not 
not be called forth to execute it. Indeed, it is one without a memorable experiment upou the popu- 
of those laws to the execution of which force isin- | lation and Government of the United States, at 
dispensably and properly applicable; and if the; a former period. In 1775, 1776, we commenced 
laws can have a Jegitimate influence beyond the | the Revolutionary war with Great Britain, with 
limits of the United States, the power of Congress | a population very little, if at all, exceeding two 
over the militia must be co-extensive with the | millions of souls.* Let us see the number of 
laws, which are thus required to be executed. He | regular troops, not merely voted, but actually 
would only observe further, that when this sub- brought into the field, and paid for their services 
ject was more particularly brought into discus- | during the whole of that war, They are as fol- 
sion upon a former occasion, it was said, that} low: Total in pay, in 1775, 27,443; in 1776, 
even in Great Britain, the militia could not be | 46.891; in 1777, 34,820; 1779, 27,699; 1780, 21,- 
ordered out of Great Britain; no, not even to}015; 1781, 13,292; 1782, 14,256; 1783, 13,476. 
Ireland. But it should now be recollected, that | These are the regular troops actually in pay, ex- 
since that time, the British Parliament, without clusive of militia. 
even a question as to the right, has ordered Brit-| In making this comparative estimate, he was 
ish militia to Ireland, and Irish militia to Great willing, in these degenerate days, to give two, nay, 
Britain. Twenty-six regiments are said to be | tyree for one, over the population of 1775 and 
transposed at this time. 1776; and it would appear, that the committee had 
Mr. G. said, that in considering the peculiar | "ot drawn upon the existing population beyond 
geographical situation of the United States, with | Moderation. With a double, nay threefold popu- 
colonies at each end of them, belonging to pcw- lation; with more than quadrupled pecuniary re- 
erful distant nations, with which we may be often | sources; with a capacity for furnishing munitions 
brought into collision, it would be unfortunate | of war above one hundred fold, the committee 
for the United States if the militia bordering on proposed to draw upon the existing population 
the lines of separation could not be called forth | for thirt five thousand regular troops in the 
for any purpose of chastisement, or any other ob- | whole. In 1776 there were actually in the field 
ject the Government might have in view, in re- and paid, forty-six thousand eight hundred and 
lation to those culonies or their respective mother | Ninety-one regular troops, exclusive of militia. 
countries. If such be the unfortunate organiza- Great Britain, with a population of but little 
lion or interpretation of the Constitution, an | more than double that of the United States; la- 
amendment for remedying so important a defeet boring too under a debt of more than seven 
ouglit to be instantly proposed and adopted. Its hundred millions of pounds sterling, has, at this 
inconvenience is now sensibly felt, in precluding time, in her land and naval service, perhaps, 
all reliance upon that important auxiliary force. three hundred thousand men; yet an alarm seems 
Gentlemen, however, purpose to remedy this de- | to be produced here by a proposition to call into 
fect, by a volunteer force. Mr. G said, he would the service of the United States thirty-five thou- 
not reject, nor did he mean to disparage, this}sand men. This too for repelling the aggressions 
species of force. But, from the nature of its | of the same Great Britain we encountered in 
organization, it caunot be suited to offensive war, 1775 and 1776; and for the same cause. Yes, 
nor to the occupation of a country after it should | SIt5 it is as much a question of independence 
be taken. He had been tuld too, by military gen- | 20W, as 1t was then. It was then a question, 
tlemen, without exception, that it was always whether Great Britain should impose a tax of 
found to be the most expensive and least efficient 
force. He hardly expected to have heard it relied] * Population of the United States, at four several 
upon for the contemplated object, by the honor- | periods, viz: 1780, 2,051,000; 1790, 3,929,326; 1800, 
able mover, because he thought gentlemen zon- { 5,308,666; 1810, 7,239,903, 
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merce, in contempt and violation of the laws of | most splendid financial talents, &e. Mr. G. said, 
nations, when we affect to be in an independent | he hoped he did ; and he was not disposed to de- 


state. If, sir. our fathers had condescended to | tract aught from this impression; but he could 
calculate the costs of a tax of three pence on a | not help remarking that he should feel more con- 
pound of tea, compared with the costs of the war | fidence in that genteman’s financial reputation, 
for achieving our independence, as some of their | if it were founded more on facts, and less on ru- 
sons are now doing with respect to the value of | mor and anticipation. The honorable Sccretary’s 
our commerce submitted to the regulation of | financial reputation was made to his hands by 
‘Great Britain, we should not now hare it in pur | others. He had little or no share in it, He has 
power to degrade their memories, by the profli- annually given us the most lucid views of the 
gate abandonment of the independence achieved | amount and manner ol revenue received at the 
for us by the profusion of their blood aud reasure. Treasury, which was provided by others, and the 
And what, sir, became of the forty-six thousand | manner in which it has been disbursed for the 
eight hundred and ninety one men raised to Op- | purposes of the Government. But this is no dif- 
pose Great Britain in 1776? We know they | ficult task, and is no evidence of financial skill, 
were often compelled to fly before superior Brit- | which he understood to consist in the faculty of 
ish forces, and by the waste of the war and short getting the most money into the Treasury, with 
enlistments, were reduced in 1783, to 13,476. Yet | the least inconvenience to the contributors. He 
we seem now to be willing to fall into this same | was not disposed, however, to complain of this 
fatal error—and for what? and for what cause? inactivity on the part of the honorable Secretary, 
From groundless and visionary fears of the pos- | because the Government had never called upon 
sible intluence of regular troops upon our liber- | him for greater exertions, and, perhaps, had no 
ties. But, sir, these fears come too late. They | occasion to have made such a call, until about 
should have come upon us long ago. It is too | three yearsago. But, sir, what does this gentle- 
late to say, we are more afraid of the means of | man tell us, upon whose splendid talents we all 
annoyance, than the enemy to be annoyed. We rely? That the national resources are equal to 
ought to have submitted long ago. We have now | all the national exigencies. In his last report, he 
taken the ground of resistance, and cannot re- says, in substance, there can be no doubt of the 
cede. He hoped that the considerations urged | ability and the will of the nation to furnish all 
the other day upon this subject, were sufficient | the necessary supplies. If, then, reliance ean be 
to demonstrate the fallacy of these alarms, and placed on his splendid financial talents, only give 
their unfortunate tendency in relation to the pub- | them scope for action ; apply them to the national 
lic welfare in the present state of our affairs. | ability and will; let them perform the simple task 
Upon these views of the whole subject, he trusted | of pointing to the true modus operandi ; and what 
that the Senate would concur with the commit- | reason have we to despair of the Republic? What 
tee in opinion, that the number. of men recom- f reason have we to doubt of the abundanee of the 
mended is not too great for the purposes of the Treasury supplies? Until now the honorable 
Government, nor beyond the convenient abil- Secretary has had no scope for the demonstration 
ities of the United States. of his splendid financial talents. Of all the rev- 
Mr. G. snid, he would now proceed to the ten- | enues receivable at the Treasury, he knew of but 
derest point of this discussion—the decrepit state | one fund for which we are indebted to the sug- 
of the Treasury Department. Mr. G. said, he did gestion of that gentleman. That is what is called 
not think this the trae standard for estimating the | the Mediterranean fund; and that is annually 
national resources, nor energies; nor for estimat- presented tous ina very awkward and crovked 
ing the means necessary for repelling aggressions | form. But, against this may be placed the repeal 
upon our national rights ; nor is it the one recom- | of the salt tax j; one of the most improvident 
mended in the President’s responsible Message. | measures ever adopted by this or any other Gov- 
But the honorable mover had said it demanded | ernment. He presumed the Secretary, at least, 
and ought to receive our first attention. He com- yielded his assent to that measure. Mr. G. said, 
plained, too, that Mr. G. had said the objects at | he was extremely opposed to this measure at the 
stake were tvo great for counting the costs. Mr. | time of its adoption; had twice reported against 
G. said this was not precisely the view he had it, as the chairman of a committee, to whom the 
before presented on this part ot the subject. The | subject was referred; and he believed it was twice 
Opinion he expressed was, that there would be an rejected by this honorable body. His single vote, 
economy in furnishing means sufficient to effect | he believed, turned the scale. He should have 
your objects ; that the costs could not be deemed persevered in his opposition, notwithstanding the 
excessive, which would insure success ; but if you | popular ery raised at the time 3 but he yielded at 
dealt out your means so sparingly as to fail of length to animposing claim urged on him by many 
your object. it would then become prodigal waste | members of the House of Representatives. The 
and profusion of economy. To this opinion he | House of Representatives was peculiarly intrust- 
still adhered ; and he thought there never was an | ed by the Constitution with the power of raising 
occasion where the remark would apply with | revenue ; and it could hardly be considered aş 
more force and propriety than at present. The } correct in a single individual, in the other branc 


49 APPENDIX: | 50 


Decemser, 1811. Additional Military Force. SENATE. 


of the Legislature, to put his veto to'a measure, in | opposition of the Executive, acting, he believed, 


` relation to revenue, which was recommended by | under the same unfortunate influence. This 


TEA RR RR, LD R a 


so large a majority of that branch, to whose dis- | measure consisted in presenting to the aggressing: 
cretion ail subjects of revenue were intrusted in | belligerents an impartial and hovorable proposi- 
a peculiar manner. To this claim, and the very | tion for accommodation; and in the event of its 
high respect he entertained for the House of Rep- ' rejection, to issue letters of marque and reprisal 
resentatives, he yielded a reluctant consent, upon | against the refusing nation. This measure was. 
condition that the repeal should be postponed until | so strongly and obviously recommended by the 
one month after the meeting of the next session | peculiar circumstances under which we were 
of Congress, and that the House of Representa- | cuercively placed by both the belligerents, that 
tives would again review and consider the sub- | he was astonished at the anxious opposition it 


_ject. The month elapsed without re-enacting the received; and to the success of that opposition, 


jaw, and the tax ceased. after the embargo was abandoned, may clearly 

Mr. G. said be never gave a vote more against | be traced all our present sufferings and degrada- 
the convictions of his own judgment than he did | tions. Both the belligerents had determined that. 
on that occasion, although the motive was one | we should be no longer neutral ; and had adopted. 
which he conceived ought to exempt him from | the most injurious measures in relation to us, to 
censure. If gentlemen will now multiply the | coerce us into the war; each urging us toewar 
product of that tax, by the number of years since | against its enemy. What was the proper and 
it was taken off, they would find it would have | manly reply to these aggressing nations ?. Here 

roduced all the sums which have since been | isa proposition of accommodation to each of you; 
called for by loans, provided no greater expendi- | if either accepts, we pledge ourselves to issue let- 
tures had been incurred by the Government than | ters of marque and reprisal against the other, it 
have taken place. Besides the diminution of | refusing the accommodation. This was the very 
Treasury fands, it has had the most baneful in- | situation in which each wished to place us against 
fluence upon the salt works which had been | its enemy; and of course both would probably 
established under its protection, and which would, | have accepted tie proposition ; one or other cer- 
under the influence of the same protection, in a | tainly would; and if the acceptance of one before 
very short time, have rendered us independent of | the other would have produced a state of hostili- 
foreign nations for the supply of this article of the | ties against the other, it would have been of very 
first necessity. He was not disposed, however, | short continuance ; because neither of them would 
on these accounts, to distrust the splendid financial | find any interest in a war against us, and each 
talents of the honorable Secretary; although | wished us to take a part in the war, not against 


- candor compelled him to acknowledge that he | itself, but against its enemy ; and perhaps the ae- 


should feel more confidence in them, if it were | commodation would not be the less durable for 
not for the unwillingness evidently manifested | having been sealed with blood. This measure 
by that gentleman himself, during the last three | was not opposed upon its intrinsic merits nor de- 
years, in affording their usefulness to the Gov- | merits, but it required to be backed with other 
ernment, in times which imperiously demanded | measures of preparation and expense, and hence. 
their full and prompt exertions. the real cause of its failure. The practical un- 

Mr. G. said the recession of the Treasury De- | derstanding of the rejection of this measure, both 
partment from the trying difficulties of the nation | at home and abroad, was submission to the bel- 
during that period, must be evident to every im- ligerent aggressions ; or, in other words, notwith- 
partial observer; and he believed he was acquaint- standing all our previous patriotic speeches and 
ed with circumstances which amounted to a | resolutions, we were determined not to. resist. by 
knowledge that all the measures which have dis- | force. And what has been the result of this con- 
honored the nation during the same time, are, in | viction on the part of the belligerents, of submis- 
a great degree, attributable to the indisposition of į sion on our part? Great Britain immediately 
the late and present Administration to press on | disavowed an arrangement made by Mr. Erskine, 
the Treasury Department, and to disturb the | under the influence of instructions given under 
popularity and repose of the gentleman at the a contrary conviction, a conviction produced by 
bead of it. That the inexecution of the embargo | the measures of this body, and by a report made 
is properly attributable to that cause, he had no | by a gentleman, then a member of the House of 
doubt; and notwithstanding all the clamor upon | Representatives, and whom he then saw with 
that subject, its inexeeution produced its repeal. ; pleasure on this floor, and a resolution adopted in 
The Executive refased to incur the expense, and ' consequence of that report. This resolution de- 
accept the means necessary for its effectual exe- | clared our determination to resist the belligerent 
cution; which, he believed, would have been : aggressions, with only two dissentient votes. The 
readily and zealously granted by Congress upon , measures of this House, without any declaration. 
the Executive request, at any moment. When | were calculated to produce the same conviction. 
we were driven from that measure by the inexe- | In this state of things Mr. Erskine received bis 
cution of the law, this honorable body proposed a | instructions, and a satisfactory arrangement with 
substitute. in his judgment infinitely better cal- | Great Britain was the consequence; but the mo- 
culated to retrieve the honor and promote the in- | ment Great Britain found we had receded from 
terest of the nation, than the embargo itself. It | our own ground, and falsified our professions, she 
was done too against the known and anxious ! disavowed the arrangemeat, and now perseveres 
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ip hostile inflexibility. How did France act upon 
being apprized of this improvident and fatal re- 
cession? Her Emperor immediately seized and 


confiscated all your property within his control ;; 


and his Minister officially told us that he would 
have expected something more from a Jamaica 
Assembly! It is not to be presumed that Great 
Britain and France acted in concert upon this 
unfortunate veeasion; and, therefore, the analo- 
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| scene of country with himself. Tt was imperious- 
i ly their interest, not only to preserve peace with 
i Great Britain, but a free commercial intercourse 
with her. Grain was the principal prodvet for ex- 
: portation in that part of the country; Great Brit- 
! ain was almost at all times in waat of that arti- 
! cle and was at this moment giving very high 
| prices for it. The country was generally in a 
‘ very prosperous condition, in consequence of this 


gous conduct of each must be proof positive of ' state of things, and it could not be desirable to 
the practical understanding and elfect of our de- change it. But he never could sce the incompati- 
precated recession. Tt was a declaration of sub-, bility between the desire of preserving peace, and 
mission, as far as submission consists in refusing} a preparation to meet unavoidable war. It ap- 


resistance by foree. The Government seems 
now sensible of this fatal error, and is determined 


to retrieve it; but, he was sorry to observe, with . 


measures as inefficient upon the principle of re- 
sistance by force, as were commercial restriction, 


in a substitution of that principle. And when: 


we lank for the causes of this deplorable ineffi- 
ciency, they resulve themselves, as heretofore, 


into tenderness for the Treasury De artment, é&c. : 
y Vep ’ 


Mr. G. said, that whilst upou this most un- 


pleasant part of the subject, he wished to be in-! 


dulged in a few observations upon the state of 
our public debi; because this subject, in the hands 


of u skilful financier, bad been the most efficient : 


weapon for beating down all the measures which 
he beheved were best calculated to su pport the 
character and promote the interests of thir coun- 
twy. Mr. G. said it had always given him pleas- 
ure lo see that debt in n rapid state of reduction, 
und be bad at all times given his aid to facilitate 
that object. 

We bad, however, exporienced the effects of a 
debt, of above $80,000,000, now reduced to perhaps 
$40,000,000, yet this difference oftheamountofdebt 
had never been telt by society, ft had produced 
no sensible efleet upon the common intercourse 
amongst Men iu their pecuniary aflairs, Te asked 
every gentleman to reflect and recollect, whether, 
in his pecuniary arrangements, he ever took inte 
his calculations the present, compared with the 
former stale of the public debt? For his purt, he 
suid, he should never have known of the reduc 
Hon of the debt, but for the anvunl Treasury Re- 
port, ‘The reason why a debt of eighty millions 
of dollars ix not felt ia the United States, is, that 
the amount ia so entirely within their ability. 
Now, sir. is it not infinitely better to restore the 
debt to its former amount, or more, when we 
know from experience how litle influence it has 
co society, aud that influence will necessarily be 
diminished in proportion to our inerease in wealth 


and population, than to surrender the smallest at- + 


tribute of the national sovereignty ? 


Mr. G. said, before he concluded, he begged ; 


permission to observe, (hat particular individuals 


supposed they had an interest in imputing to him ; 


a wish to involve this nation in a war with Great 
Britain, and had accordingly reproached him with 
the most unworthy epithets. He said, no gentle- 
man present wished for peace, ur deprecated war 
with Great Britain, more than himself. He said, 


| pears now to be almost universally agreed that if 
' this course had been heretofore pursued, it would 
have insured peace ; and if war should now come, 
i tt would be in consequence of the fatal rejection 


I . 
, of the proposed measures of preparation for war. 


‘In faet, there is no sounder maxim, than that a 
` preparation for war was the surest means of pre- 
serving peace. If in this moment, in consulting 
his own and the nation's interest, in the preserva- 
“tion of peace, he were called on to decide merely 
‘in reference to that object, whether we should 
, now raise thirty thousand men (his favorite num- 
; ber) or ten thousand, or no men at all, he would 
; certainly prefer the thirty thousand. 
| Ifyou had thirty thousand men on the confines 
` of Canada, Great Britain would then believe you 
| Were in earnest. She would know that after that 
force was raised, it must be applied to its objects, 
and she would of course begin to calculate its 
į consequences. If she found that the inconveni- 
| encies of opposing such a force, would not be com- 
- pensated for by her hostile aggressions, she would 
: probably abandon them. If she thought that by 
. the chances of war an obedient and friendly cal- 
j ony might be converted into an enemy’s coun- 
| try, it would afford a great inducement to her to 
| avoid the war, If she found a hostile population 
‘approaching Halifax, the inducement would be 
increased ; for that is the point nearest her heart; 
; and she would risk much tn its protection. It is 
i important to her, as a protection to her West In- 
dies, &e. Besides, the war would deprive her of 
j her best commercial customer, &c., &c. These 
‘and similar considerations might induce her to 
| prefer peace. Without presenting a competent 
: military force, perfectly prepared and placed in 
| a situation for action, none of these inducements 
j for the preservation of peace will be presented to 
{the British Cabinet. But if, disregarding these 
| considerations, she should prefer war, no gentle- 
i man can seriously conclude that even thirty thou- 
sand additional troops can be too many for the 
purposes of war. 


Nors—Observe the chronological statement of the 
following facts, and mark the obvious course of cause 
: and effect. 

Houser or Revaursgnratives—Dec. 13, 1808, 

The question was laken on agreeing to the follow- 
ing resolution, to wit; 

“ Resolved, That the United States cannot without a 


he hoped he was not bliud to bis own interests, Í sacrifice of their rights, honor and independence, sub- 


nor the interests of those inhabiting the same 


mut to the late edicts of Great Britain and France,” 
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as follows : 


Yxras—Messrs. Alexander, W. Alston, L. Alston, Ba- ° 


con, Bard, Barker, Bassett, Blackledge, Blake, Blount, 
Boyd, Boyle, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Calhoun, G.W. 


Campbell, Champion, Chittenden, Clay, Clopton, Cul- : 


peper, Cutts, Davenport, Dawson, Deane, Desha, Durell, 
Elliot, Ely, Findley, Fisk, Franklin, Gardner, Garnett, 
Gholson, Goodwyn, Gray, Green, Harris, Heister, 
Helms, Holland, Holmes, Howard, Humphreys, Ilsley, 
J. G. Jackson, R. S. Jackson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, 
Kelly, Kenan, Key, Kirkpatrick, Lambert, Lewis, Lloyd, 
Tove, Macon, Marion, Masters, McCreery, Milnor, D. 


Montgomery, N. R. Moore, T. Moore, Jeremiah Mor- ; 
row, John Morrow, Moseley, Mumford, Nelson, New- : 
bold, Newton, Nicholas, Pitkin, Porter, Quincy, Ran- ! 


dolph, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of ‘Tennessee, J. 
Richards, M. Richards, Russell, Say, Seaver, Shaw, 
Sloan, Smelt, Smilie, J. K. Smith, J. Smith, Southard, 
Stanford, Stedman, Storer, Sturges, ‘l'aggart, Tall- 
madge, Taylor, Thompson, Trigg, 'l'roup, Upham, Van 
Allen, Van Horn, Van Rensselaer, Verplanck, W har- 
ton, Whitehill Wilbour, Williams, A. Wilson, N. Wil- 
son, and Winn. 
Nays—Messrs. Gardenier and Hoge. 

` The report of the Committee on our Foreign Rela- 
tions, positively declared, that there were but three al- 
ternatives left to the United States by the belligerents: 
embargo, submission, or war. 


I 
Of course the resistance mentioned in the resolution, | 


was intended to be resistance by forec—-not by com- 
mercial restriction. Look forward at the infidelity 
manifested to the principle of this resolution ; and re- 
lect upon its disastrous consequences. Attempts are 
now industriously making to cast the public odium 
upon those, who could not be driven from this wise, 


yeas 118, nays 2, ! Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Smith of Ten- 


! nessee, Thruston, and Tiffin—21. 
*  Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Crawford, Gilman, Good- 
‘rich, Hillhonse, Lloyd, Parker, Pickering, Reed, Sum- 
i ter, Turner, and White—12. 
House or Rerreseisrarives— Feb. 24, 1809, 
i On the question, that the House do concur with the 
i Committee of the Whole in striking out of the eleventh 
: section of the above-mentioned bill the following 
: words: “and to cause to be issucd, under suitable pledges 
; and precautions, letters of marque and reprisal against 
i the nation thereafter continuing in force its unlawful 
| edicts against the commerce of the United States :” 
It was resolved in the affirmative, as follows: Yeas 
: 74, nays 33: 
© Yras—Messrs. Alexander, W. Alston, Bacon, Bar- 
ker, Bibb, Blackledge, Blake, Blount, Bovd, Butler, 
j Champion, Cook, Culpeper, Dana, Durell, Elliot, Ely, 
| Eppes, Findley, Franklin, Garnett, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
: Harris, Helms, Humphreys, Isley, R.S. Jackson, Jones, 
! Kelly, Kenan, Lambert, Lewis, Livermore, Lloyd, 
| Lyon, Macon, Marion, Masters, Milnor, John Morrow, 
! Moseley, Mumford, Newbold, Pugh, Quincy, Randolph, 
| Riker, Rowan, Sloan, J. K. Smith, S. Smith, Southard, 
| Stanford, Stedman, Storer, Sturges, Swart, Taggart, 
| Tallmadge, Thompson, Upham, Van Allen, Van Cort- 
i landt, Van Dyke, Van Rensselaer, Verplanck, White- 
| hill, Wilbour, Williams, and Wilson—-74. 
Nars—Messrs. Bard, Bassett, Boyle, Brown, Cal- 
! houn, Clay, Cutts, Deane, Desha, Fisk, Green, Hol- 
į land, Holmes, Johnson, Love, McCreery, John Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Newton, 
Nicholas, Porter, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of T'en- 
nessec, J. Richards, Matthias Richards, Say, Seaver, 
| Smilie, John Smith, Taylor, Wilson, and Winn—33, 


manly and pledged policy. Do they deserve it ? Why | Ix Suxatre—Jeb. 28, 1809. 
are such attempts made ? | ‘The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments 
In Sunatre—Feb. 20, 1809. lof the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled 


The bill “ to interdict the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes,” was 
read the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and the President reported the bill to the 
House amended. 

‘ On motion by Mr. Rexn, to strike out of the 11th 
section, the following words: And to cause to be is- 
sued, under suitable pledges and precautions, letters 
of marque and reprisal against the nation thereafter 
continuing in force its unlawful edicts against the 
commerce of the United States :” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 11, nays 
14, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Condit, Franklin, Gilman, Good- 


rich, Hillhouse, Lloyd, Mathewson, Parker, Pickering, 
Reed, and Sumter— 11. 


WNays—Messrs. Anderson, Crawford, Gaillard, Giles, 
Gregg, Howland, Milledge, Moore, Robinson, Sinith of 
Maryland, Smith of New York, Smith of Tennessee, 


and Turner—l4. 
February 22. 


Yeas and Nays on the passage of the bill to inter- 
dict the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and their de- 


pendencies, and for other purposes : 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Condit, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Giles, Gregg, Howland, Kitchell, Leib, Mathew- 


| “An act to interdict the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes.” 

On the question to agree to the amendment of the 
eleventh section; as follows: Strike out the words, 
“And to cause to be issued, under suitable pledges and 
precautions, letters of marque and reprisal against the 
| nation thereafter continuing in force its unlawful edicts 
| against the commerce of the United States:” 

It was determined in the affirmative—ycas 17, nays. 
11, as follows: 

Yras—Mensrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bradley, Condit, 
| Franklin, Gregg, Howland, Kitchell, Mathewson, 
Meigs, Mitchill, Parker, Pope, Reed, Sumter, ‘Tiffin, 
and White. 
© Nays—Messrs. Gaillard, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
| Hillhouse, Leib, Lloyd, Milledge, Moore, Pickering, 

Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Smith of 
‘Tennessee, and Turner. 

Mr. Erskine’s instructions were given on the 23d of 
January, 1809, and his arrangement proclaimed by the 
President of the United States on the 19th of April, 
1809, This arrangement was disavowed by the Brit- 

l ish Government on the 24th of May, 1809. 

The French Rambouillet decrece took place on the 
23d March, 1810. 

When Mr. Gites had concluded, Mr. ÅNDER- 
SON rose and addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Anpergon said, he was nota little surprised 


son, Meigs, Milledge, Mitchill, Moore, Pope, Robinson, | to hear the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Gites) 
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He had consulted with a number of the 
members of this honorable body. for whose judg- 
mentand opinions he had great respeet, and with 
whose approbation, and he might indeed add, at 
whose instance, the motion had been made. He 
was, however, himself ready and willing to meet 
all the responsibility that might attach toit; not- 
withstanding the surprise of the honorable mem- 
ber as to the quarter from which it had come. 

Mr. A. said, he should not preiend to reply to 
all the various observations the gentleman had 
thought proper to make, very many of which he 
considered altogether irrelevant to the question 
under consideration, but which might, perhaps, 
answer some other purpose, which the honorable 
member might have in view. 

Mr. A. said, he was as strongly impressed with 
the necessity of a sufficient force, for the inva- 
sion of Canada, as the gentleman from Virginia 
could possibly be.and nota single expression had 
escaped him to induce a belief that he should be 
unwilling to vote a proper and ample force for 
that service; but he differed greatly with the 
gentleman as to the kind of force we ought im- 
mediately to employ. The honorable member 
appeared to place his sole dependence upon the 
regular troops; and yet, if he understood his ar- 
gument, he was decidedly in favor of making a 
descent upon Canada early in the Spring. As 
to the time, Mr. A. agreed with him 3 but as to 
the means, he certainly differed very greatly from 
him. The number of regulars contemplated by 
the gentleman could not possibly be raised within 
the time; he was therefore of opinion, that a less 
number ought to be inserted in the bill. Itshould 
be recollected that we had very recently author- 
ized the regiments on the Peace Establishment to 
be filled; they would require at least 6,000 men; 
add thereto 25,000 more, the number proposed by 
the honorable member, and he would ask him 
to answer candidly, whether he really believed 
that so great a number of regular troops could be 
enlisted within the time required for the service 
to be performed. Mr. A. said, impressed, as he 


was, with a frin belie! that not more than half 


the number proposed by the honorable member 
could be enlisted within the time they must take 
the field in order to act efficiently against Cana- 
da, he could not see the propriety of retaining the 
whole number contemplated by the bill. Mr. A. 
said, it must be well known to every gentleman, 
that the invasion of Canada must necessarily 
take place before the breaking up of the ice in 
the river St. Lawrence; otherwise, twice 25,000 
would be required—because large reinforcements, 
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provision within the time limited for taking the 
field, as would be raised were the present num- 
į ber in the bill retained—and in the former case, 
: we should prove to our enemies, that we were 
able to raise such a number of regular troops as 
; might be wanted upon á sudden emergency; but 
in the latter, we should not be able to make the 
same exhibit. What then would be the conse- 
quence ? You would givea most mortifying 
proof that your means were not commensurate 
to your ends; that your plan had been badly di- 
gested, and worse executed. And surely the 
Leentionien can have no desire to present such 
i a state of things, at the very moment when all 
| the energies of the nation seem to be required. 
| Mr. A. said, to avoid this extraordinary exhibit 
was also one of his objects; and this, in his 
opinion, could be done by taking the course he 
had contemplated ; reduce the number of regu- 
lars, and supply the deficiency by volunteers. 
| This, he firmly believed, was in our power. 
Combine the two corps; take nearly an equal 
number of each; and the object intended could 
be effected. Mr. A. said, he was convinced 
j that it was the mode the President had contem- 
2 and he entirely approved it; and if the 
| 
| 


l 
} 


honorable member had attended to another part of 
the President’s Message where it speaks of volun- 
teers, he must himself have been convinced, that 
the President did not mean to make the descent 
upon Canada with the 10,000 regulars only; which 
had been understood, as the gentleman had stated, 
to be the auxiliary force referred to in the Mes- 
sage. The objectof the President cannot be bet- 
ter explained than by referring to the Message 
itself. He says—“I recommend, accordingly, 
; ‘that adequate provision be made for filling the 
! ‘ ranks and prolonging the enlistments of the regu- 
‘ lar troops; for an auxiliary force, to be engaged for 
‘a more limited time ; for the acceptance of vol- 
unteer corps, whose patriotic ardor may courta 
‘ participation in urgent services.” The manner 
in which the President speaks of the volunteers, 
can leave no doubt upon the mind of any one as 
to the service in which they were to be em- 
ployed—they are evidently intended to be united 
with the regular troops, to perform urgent ser- 
vices, according to the express language of the 
Message. Mr, A. would ask the honorable mem- 


t 


President? Most certainly,a descent upon Can- 
ada, in which the regulars and volunteers were 
| equally to participate. Why then, the honor- 
j able member had taken so much pains to prove 
that the 10,000 regulars were the only military 
force with which the President had intended to 
perform the urgent service referred to in his 


ber, what was the urgent service meant by the: 


Message, Mr. A. was ata loss to comprehend; : 


} 
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under all circumstances, adventure to predict, that 
the scheme of now raising twenty-five thousand 
regular troops, to perform the arduous service 
contemplated in the President’s Message, would 
entirely fail, and that the course pointed out by 
the President must at last be adopted; that is, to 
unite volunteers with regular troops. 

Mr. A. said he trusted that the honorable mem- 
ber and himself had in view the same object, but 
differed as to the means of carrying it into effect. 
The means proposed by the honorable member 
were regular troops only. If then the bill should 
pass to raise 25,000, entire dependence would, 
in all probability. be placed upon the regular 
troops, ordered to be raised ; the consequence, as 
he had before said, would be, that the whole ob- 
ject must fail. He was, therefore, for taking the 
regular troops that could be raised in time, and 
supplying the additional number of men, which 
might be wanted, by volunteers—filteen or twenty 
thousand of whom could, he had no doubt, be 
brought into the field, before ten thousand of the 
regular troops, contemplated hy the bill, could be 
enlisted. By this mode (notwithstanding so much 
time had been lost) an efficient army might be 
yet provided in time to carry into effect the ob- 
jects of the Government, which, Mr. A. said, he 
did not believe could or would be done, if depen- 
dence were placed upon the regular troops. Not- 
withstanding the little confidence which the hon- 
orable member seems disposed to place in the vol- 
unteers, Mr. A. said, he had no hesitation in giv- 
ing it, as his most decided opinion, that at least 
as much dependence might be placed upon the 
volunteers, as upon the newly raised regular 
troops. The volunteers would have the same 
chance of discipline that the new regulars would 
have. A sufficient number of those who offered 
their services might be called into the field, as 
early as the season would admit, and placed un- 
der strict discipline: to which for their own hon- 
or they would readily submit—nay, require, if 
left to their own choice; for the first object they 
would have in view would be to acquire military 
skill; and they would not only be very soon pre- 
pared to perform field duty. but might entirely be 
depended upon for any other service. Witness 
the prowess of the volunteers at the battle of the 
Wabash, and these had not been disciplined at 
ail. Mr. A. said, he expected the honorable mem- 
ber would admit, that the materials of which the 
volunteers would be composed, would be at least 
equal to those of which the regular troops would 
be formed ; and the officers of the volunteer corps 
being appointed by the President, would, he had 
no doubt, faithfully perform their duty. Those, 
said Mr. A.. are completely in our power; and he 
considered it our best policy. as well as cur duty, 
to bring them into action. Mr. A. said in addi- 
tion to the efficiency of the means which he pro- 
posed to bring into the field, it wonld hage 
one very considerable advantage over the regular 
army of the honorable member. It would be more 
conformable to the true principles of the Consti- 
tution, and would consequently be more accepta- 
ble to the nation. The confidence with which he 


for he understood the Message and the object of 
it very differently ; and he should have expected 
that the candor of the honorable member would 
have induced him to have given the Message a 
fair interpretation. That he had not done so, 
must be supposed to proceed from this recent but 
very strong attachment to a regular military force. 
However anti-republican this doctrine had form- 
erly been, it seemed now to be viewed through a 
different medium by the honorable member from 
Virginia. Mr. A. said, that having, as he thought, 
proved, by a fair interpretation of the President’s 
Message, that he intended to unite the volunteers 
(that might be thought requisite) with the regu- 
lar troops, to perform the urgent services of which 
he speaks, he would endeavor to presenta fair 
and impartial view of the course recommended 
by the President, and compare it with the course 
which had been taken and so strenuously sup- 
ported by the honorable member from Virginia. 
The President had recommended the raising of 
volunteers; and it was incidentally made known, 
that the auxiliary foree spoken of, was 10,000 
.. regular troops. If then provision had been im- 
mediately made by the law for raising 10,000 reg- 
ular troops, and also for raising volunteers, those 
troops now would be in a state of preparation ; 
a considerable number of the regular troops would 
ere now have been enlisted, and the chauce of 
getting the whole number greatly increased. If 
time had been afforded, as it ought to have been, 
the laws passed within two or three weeks after 
” Congress met, which might have'been done, a suf- 
; ficient regular force would, in all probability, have 
i been ina state of readiness in all the month of 
April; and the number of. volunteers which 
might have been required to make up the neces- 
MY. sary force, would no doubt long since have offered 
@ their services, and the whole have been ina state 
of preparation to take the field in time to have 
performed the arduous service contemplated by 
ltt the President. But, instead of that course having 
been pursued, what has been done? ‘Your first 
a) military bill, reported only a few days ago, is 
8 now under consideration; the session now al- 
W- most half expired; and, at this late period, the 
eft honorable member, to whom, as chairman of the 
a) committee, &c., the whole management of the 
r 
ary 
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%. military business was referred, insists npon rais- 
ing 25,000 regular troops, whose duty it shall be 
il! to make a descent upon Canada, in all the month 
et of May. Can the gentleman be serious? Does 
ë he believe it practicable? If he does, Mr. A. 
ei ‘said, he should be obliged to believe, that the 
it honorable member was in earnest some days ago, 
ist when he assured the Senate that he knew very 
fÑ little of military affairs, Mr. A. said, from the 
ue proofs we have repeatedly had, of the difficulty 
yÜ of obtaining men by enlistment for so longa time 
Cat as five years, and the want in our country of those 
wä kinds of materials of which regular troops are 
ont made, he did not believe that one-half the num- 
pol ‘ber proposed to be raised by the bill could be en- 
lita} listed within the time required. Mr. A. said, al- 
edt though he was not as much in the habit of 
a y prophesying as the honorable member, he would, 
hen 
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had spoken of volunteers, was not founded upon firmness as the regular troops. Many of them 
visionary theory, but practical experience; he had | were killed and wounded. Among the number, 
often, in the Revolution, had opportunity to wit- | were said to be seven of one family connexion, 
nesstheir military ardor and persevering firmness; : brothers, brothers-in law, and cousins; several of 
on two occasions in particular, the one at Con-; whom he had himself seen after the action, 
necticut barms, the other at Springfield, in the | Scenes like this, Mr. President, (said Mr. A.) of 
Spring of 1780. The enemy had advanced, in| which he liad been an eye-witness, and in which 
force about two thousand, to a place cailed Con- | he claimed some participation, bad given him that 
necticut Farms. about four miles from Elizabeth- ! confidence in volunteers, which he had evinced 
town, in New Jersey. The only troops that were: to the Senate in the course of his observations, 
within striking distance to oppose this force, was! and which, he said, should never cease but with 
the brigade of Jersey Regulars, containing then | his existence. They are, sir, the best military 
about a thousand men; many volunteers, how- f materials in your country—they are the flower of 
ever, flocked to their standard—the enemy were ; your forests ; they ought not to be thrown into 
met by this force—a battle ensued—the American | the back-ground, the better to enable the bonor- 
army had the advantage of the ground; but the | able member from Virginia to present his regu- 
right wing of the enemy extended so far, that if! lars in front. l . 

not suddenly checked, it would have enabled them! Mr. Anperson said, I have stated, Mr. Presi- 
to have flanked our left. [t was necessary to pre- | dent, perhaps with some warmth, the grounds 
vent it—services of this kind must be prompily | upon which my confidence in volunteers has been 
rendered; four hundred regulars and two hundred | founded ; and be it remembered, said Mr. A., that 
volunteers were ordered to execute it; no more | they were militia volunteers. He said, he ought 
could be spared from the line. A good position | to have stated, that the enemy they had encoun- 
alone conld have justified the attempt, with the | tered, was composed of regulars and Hessians— 
disparity of numbers. Et was first made by man- | the whole under the command of the Hessian 
œuvre, but it wassoon found itcould only be done ; General Knyphausev. Mr. A. said the volunteers 
with the bayonet. A determined charge was j he now proposed raising he would have engaged 
made, and it was successful; the enemy were re- | for nine or twelve months, from the time of their 
pulsed; the volunteers were upon the left; not aj; reaching the place of general rendezvous. They 
man broke his ranks. Some brave fellows fell, {should be engaged by officers to be appointed by 
but their places were immediately filled; all be: f the President, under such regulations (of course) 
haved with the firmness of veterans, The next day, | as might be provided by law; but which could 
those troops had the thanks of General Wasn- | not now be well detailed. . 
Incron in general orders. ‘Ihe volunteers had! Mr. A. said, he should now offer some observa- 
only joined the regulars a few days before the ac- | tions upon the number of troops that ought to be 
tion. In about two weeks after, the enemy ad- | employed. He said that the invasion of Canada 


vanced in greater forec-—aboat five thousand—the 
troops whe had been in the former action had 
kept their position where the battle had been 
fought; it was advantageous for an inferior force ; 
it was a defile, covered for some distance on the 
right by a morass ; on the left it was not well pro- 
tected. Against this position, the enemy again 
advanced ; and, by their increased numbers, they 
were enabled to extend their right wing so far as 
completely to turn our left. We were obliged to 
retreat; but not without having kept the enemy 
a considerable time in check. You kuow, Mr. 
President, there is no situation so trying to the 
bravery and firmness of troops, as a retreat (for 


| was not now contemplated for the first time—it 
j had often been a subject of conversation, when- 
ever there had been any prospect of a war with 
England. It has been considered as the most con- 
venient means upon which we could make repri- 
sal, and thereby obtain some small reparation for 
l the many losses and injuries, which have been 
sustained from the depredations committed upon 
the honor and interests of the nation. Mr. A. 
‘said, that upon diferent occasions, he had always 
| given it as his opinion, that a descent upon Cana- 
| da ought never to be attempted with a force of 
less than twenty-five thousand men; that such a 
force would make an awful impression—and 


even you, sir, I believe, had to retreat sometimes.) | would, in all probability, save many valuable 
The volunteers, upon this occasion, behaved like | lives; as no opposing force, ia the usual state of 
themselves; a sullen, indignant step, marked; the country, would be able to meet it in the field. 
their movements ; and from the mouths of theic! Mr. A. said, he repeated, that no expression had 
guns they spoke to the enemy the language of de- | escaped him, either in public debate or in private 
fiance ; the enemy did not advance une mile, be- | 


fore a fortunate position, supported by determined 
bravery, enabled the united force of the regulars 
and volunteers to arrest their progress for the re- 
mainder of the day. This day’s action began with 
the dawn of the morning, and continued until the 
setting of the sun, when the enemy fell back to 
take a secure position against the expected at- 
tacks of the night. During'the whole of this 
day’s action. the volunteers kept the stations as- 
signed them, which they sustained with as much 


conversation, to justify the insinuations made by 
: the gentleman, that he was unwilling to vote a 
| sufficient force fur the invasion of Canada. On 
the contrary, he believed that no man who had 
seen active military service, and who had any 
knowledge of the situation and state of that coun- 
try, would say that it would be prudent or safe, 
to make a descent upon Canada, with a force of 
| less than twenty-five thousand men; peculiar 
| circumstances might, however, render it necessa- 
ry, to atlempt with a smaller number, and depend 
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upon immediate supplies being furnished, to sus- 
tain the ground that might be acquired. Mr. A. 
said, the honorable member had intimated that 
he had not taken into consideration the peculiar 
situation of the United States in relation to the 


and interests of the whole Western section of the 
Union. What, Mr. President, would any one of 
the old States say, at thus being thrown out of the 
protection of the Union? Nay, what would be 
the impulse of the nation were the President ca- 


Floridas, and the other parts of the Southern and f pable of declaring, that in the event of a war with 
Western frontiers. He said he was much indebted { an enemy, no matter whom, he would leave either 
to the honorable member, for evincing so much j Philadelphia, New York, or Boston, without of- 
interest for those sections of the Union; but, Mr. ; fering any defence, to be taken possession of by 
A. said, he considered those already provided for, | the army of the enemy, and leave it to the eiti- 
by the provision made to fill up the regiments on | zens of the State whose town should be thus oc- 
the establishment, which, when complete. would | cupied, to retake it themselves? Sir, the indig- 
amount to ten thousand men ; this number will | nation of those people, and of the nation, would 
be quite competent to all the objects suggested by | riseto sucha height, that whatever respect, esteem, 
the honorable member, and it had not been con- | or veneration they may have had for him, all 
templated, that he had heard. to remove any of į would be instantly swept from their bosoms, and 
these troops from the South or West; consequently | he would be hurled from their confidence forever. 
the situation of those parts of the Union can have | But, said Mr. A., the well-earned fame of our late 
no relation to the number of men to be raised by | illustrious Chief, is his shield and his buckler, as 
the bill under consideration. These troops are; well upon this, as it has been upon many other 
understood to be exclusively for the Northern sec- | occasions ; and aa elucidation of facts will test 
tion—and with that express view they are to be | the correctness of the assertion made by the hon- 
raised. Mr. A. said, before he quitted the subject į orable member from Virginia. If, Mr. President, 
of the Southern and Western frontier, he felt him- | there was any one part of the United States dearer 
self constrained to take notice of some very extra- | to the late President than any other, in a national 
ordinary language, used by the honorable mem- | point of view, Mr. A. said, he should naturally 
ber in relation to the intentions of the late and | suppose it was New Orleans. lt was, as it were, 
present Presidents, respecting the city of Orleans, i his own begotten child; be had nursed it in its 
in the event of a war with England. It was ex- | infancy, and had almost reared it to manhood. 
tremely painful to doubt the correctness of any | Sir, he could never forsake it; much less could 
gentleman’s statement; but this was of so very ihe voluntarily surrender it, to be sacked and plun- 
extraordinary a character, that in duty to the sec- | dered, as it most certainly would be, by a mercen- 
tion of the country he represented, and from the i ary foe. Twill now, Mr. President, examine some 
respect due to those distinguished characters, Mr. | facts, said Mr. A. which have a strong bearing 
A. said he considered himself bound to take no- | upon the assertion made by the honorable mem- 
tice. in a particular manner, of the assertions į ber from Virginia. It would be recollected by 
made by the honorable member trom Virginia. | every honorable member upon this fluor, that some 
Mr. A. said, the words had very much surprised | few years ago, when it was understood that Gen- 
him when he heard them uttered; and he had | eral Prevost, with a body of troops, had sailed 
immediately written them down. from Halifax, with intent, as it was expected, for 

The honorable member has said, that he did ; the mouth of the Mississippi, the then President 
know, that in the event of a war it was the inten- | apprehended the movement might possibly be to 
tion of the late President to let the English take | possess Orleans. What was the conduct of the 
Orleans without opposition, and leave it to the | President upon that occasion? Did he leave it 
Western people to retake it themselves; and he | defenceless for the enemy to take? No, sir; he 
did believe that it was the intention of the present | immediately gave orders for all the troops that 
Administration to act inthe same way. [Mr. į could be collected within almost any reasonable 
Gies attempted to explain; but Mr. A. insisted ; distance, to march immediately for the protection 
that the words, as he had taken them down, were | of the place; and those that were near the sea- 
correct, for which he appealed to the House. Mr. | board were instantly transported by water; and 
G. desisted from making any further attempt at j every exertion was made to throw a sufficient 
explanation, and Mr. A. proceeded.} If, sir, said j force into Orleans and its vicinity, to afford it the 
Mr. A., I could believe the late President of the | most ample protection, This, sir, happened 


. United States capable of such an act; capable of | shortly before the President went out of office ; 


so deliberate an infringement of the letter and ; and no other oceasion presented itself of evineing 
spirit of the Constitution, and all the moral and | his good disposition towards that portion of the 
political obligations by which he was bound to his | Union. until he was succeeded by the present 
country and to his duty, I should not hesitate to | Chief Magistrate, who has alsa been measurably 
say, that all his well-earned faine ought to be for- | implicated in the same charge, by the honorable 
ever merged in such an atrocious contemplated | member; but of this he has only expressed his 
act. But, said Mr. A., knowing, as l do. the mo- j belief; he has not, however, told us upon what 
tives and views by which the late President had { that belief is founded. Loasmuch then, Mr. Pre- 


been uniformly actuated with respect to the whole 
Western country, I have very solid reason to be- 
lieve he never contemplated, nor was he capable 
of committing so daring an outrage on the rights 


| sident, as the charge exists only in the belief of 
[the honorable member. st is fair to presume pu- 
i rity of intention on the pact of the Executive 
| until the contrary shall appear: and this, Mr. A 
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protection of Orleans, we had not the smallest | Secretary, is answerable to the Treasury for the 
reason to doubt the purity of his intentions; and | great loss sustained by the repeal of that tax; for 
he had entire confidence. should an occasion pre- | he has told us, that its repeal depended upon his 
sent, that the President would faithfully, ably, and , single vote; and that that vote he gave from com- 
impartially discharge the duties he owed to every | plaisance, not from a conviction of its correctness. 
part of the Union. 1 he honorable member charges the Treasury 

Mr. A. said the observations of the honorable | Department with a recession from the difficulties 
member, respecting the Secretary of the Trea- | of the nation during the last three years, and with 
sury, the financial departinent, and the Adminis- j the unwillingness of the Secretary to afford the 
tration as connected with it, required and should | usefulness of his talents to Government. Mr. A. 
receive an answer. Mr. A. said be considered £ said he could not well understand the meaning of 
himself peculiarly bound to support the Secretary, ! this charge, as the honorable member acknowl- 
as he had been the innocent cause, by introducing | edges that Government had not called on the Sec- 
him into the debate, in the course of the observa- į retary for greater exertions. Mr. A.said he would 


tions he had made, in support of his motion, and 
thereby bringing upon him the animadversions, 
which the honorable member had taken occasion 
to make. His attack upon the Secretary is of a 
singular kind ; he docs not impeach a single offi- 


i ask the honorable member—in what do that re- 
‘cession and unwillingness consist? Have notall 
: the duties of the office been performed? Has the 
i Secretary ever shrunk from responsibility uponany 
f occasion, or declined answering to the fullest ex- 


cial act of that officer, but throws out vague in- | tent any of the calls made upon him by Congress, , 
sinuations, in so untangible a shape as almost to ‘either for information or opinion? Has he not 
defy an inquiry into their truth, The official | carried the financial bark safely to this moment, 
acts of a public officer are always free subjects of | notwithstanding the difficulties of the times ? 
investigation and discussion ; but, docs it comport | Have not all the public engagements been fulfilled ; 
with the dignity of a member of this body, to as- |all the increased expenses been defrayed; not- 
perse without proof, not his acts, but his supposed | withstanding the decrease of revenue, occasioned 
opinions? The honorable member presumes the | by the state of our foreign relations? What is 
Secretary gave his assent to the repeal of the salt ! then meant by recession? Does the honorable 
tax—upon what authority does he found his opin- ! member meau to say, that it was the duty of the 
ion of the Secretary ? No proof can be given of j Secretary to puint out new branches of revenue; 
it. Mr. A. said, be had always understvod that; while those already existing were sufficient to 
the Secretary was opposed to the repeal of that ! defray the expense authorized by law? At this 
tax. His numerous reports prove the fuct; in all | moment, while we are acting on the subject of the 
of which, if they are examined, it will be found | Army, which will (greatly) more than double the 
that he considered that duty as one of the bran- } public expenses, the honorable member does not 
ches of revenue upon which he relied. But |deign to inquire into the ways and means. He 
there would be no criminality. if we were to sup- ! scouts the very idea, and finds great fault with 
pose that the Secretary bad joined in the general | him (Mr. A.) because he presumed to make some 


opinion aud given his assent to the repeal, as well 
as the honorabie member has done; the fact, how- 
ever, Mr. A. averred to be otherwise. That offi- 
cer must be supposed more alive to everything 
connected with the Treasury, than other mem- 
bers of the Government. So far had the Secre- 
tary carried this feeling toward the Treasury, that 
he was not only opposed to the repeal of the salt 
tax, but Mr. A. had always understood that he 
was opposed to the repeal of the internal taxes at 
the time they took place; with a view no doubt 
uot only to beable to meet all the demands that 
could be legaliy made upon the Treasury, but to 
procure a surplus to meet any contingency that 


inquiry into the present state of the National Trea- 
| sury. Whether we now vote six or ten regiments 
of infantry, with the addition of those of artillery 
j and horse, the expense will be great ; but we think 
! it necessary some additional troops shall be raised, 
‘and will vote accordingly. , After they shall have 
! been authorized, and not before, the Treasury De- 
| partment may be called upon, to point out the re- 

sources and present them to our consideration. 
The honorable member, not satisfied with his 
‘vague charge of what he calls a recession of the 
| Treasury Department, extends the charge, in a 
most extraordinary manner, to the late and pres- 
ent Administrations. To their indisposition to 


the peculiar state of our foreign relations might | press on the Treasury, and to disturb the repose 
demand. How then the honorable member can | and popularity of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
charge the Secretary with the deficiency which | the honorable member ascribes the measures, 
the salt tax would have prevented, according to | which, in his opinion, had dishonored the nation 
the gentleman’s calculation, Mr. A. said he was j the last three years. Can this be correct, Mr. 
ata lossto know. The honorable member ought | President? Can this House believe that the late 
more properly tc charge his own complaisance | and present Administrations would be capable of 
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acting upon such principles? The honorable 
member has roundly asserted that the late Pres 
ident, that Mr. Jefferson, whenever he was op 
posed to what he deemed unnecessary expense, 
instead of being actuated by his known aversion 


to saddle such an expense on the people, instead ; 
of being, as he had expressed it, averse to taking ` 


from the mouth of labor its hard earnings, had no 


SS: 


other motive. but a fear to disturb the repose and | 


popularity of the Secretary of the Treasury ! But, 


Mr. President, what is the Treasury, abstractedly | 
speaking? and what does the honorable member i 


mean, by a fear to press on the Treasury? The 


officers of the Treasury are mere agents toreccive | 
and to pay the money which is collected from the . 
There is never any real pressure on the. 


people. 
Treasury. If there be at any timea pressure for 
the purpose of defraying any expense, it is a pres- 
sure on the people, who must pay the money. 
Whether the Treasury has ten or twenty millions 


agents of Government, the repose of the Secreta- 
ry is notin the least disturbed. When, during 


call on the people for heavy taxes, or unable to 


people, who had the taxes to pay and in whose 
hands the paper mouey died away. When, not- 
withstanding these inadequate resources, we were 
¢ unable to defray the most necessary expenses, the 
. pressure fellon whom? On our empty Treasury? 
No sir—it fell on the Ariny—on the defenders of 
your country—oa those war-worn veterans, who 
were scantily fed, hardly clothed, and not paid at 
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to collect from the people, and to pay to the other : 


the Revolutionary war, Congress was obliged to | 


redeem our paper money, the pressure fell on the 


66 


SENATE, 


! dent, and with their result now before us; he had, 
i however, specified two cases under the former 
Administration—a refusal to incur the expense 
necessary to carry the embargo into effect, and a 
rejection by the House of Representatives ofa pro- 
position to authorize contingent letters of marque 
and reprisal. Mr. A. said, he had always un- 
: derstood, that the Executive had used with great 
! assiduity every means which had been placed in 
i his hands by Congress, to carry into effect the 
| several embargo laws; that the laws were as well 
executed as any restrictive laws, of so pressing a 
character, could have been upon so extensive a 
coast, and more so than the restrictive laws of 
Great Britain and France had ever been, with all 
their navies and their numerous armies; and that 
| it was not because this law was not well executed 
i that it was repealed, but in consequence of ano- 
t 


i ther consideration, well known to the honorable 
: member himself, who can give as accurate a his- 
tory of the repeal of that law as any honorable 
: member of either House. Mr. A. said, with re- 
| spect to the failure, on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to adopt contingent letters of 
| marque and reprisal, he could not see how that 
: could with any propriety be attributed to the late 
President. He did not indeed, by an official 
; message, recommend such a measure; and the 
| correctness of such a course might well be doubted, 
| Upon Constitutional grounds. But, Mr. A. said he 
| well knew that the President was anxious for a 
: provision of that kind, as a substitute for the em- 
; bargo; whether in the precise phrascology of the 
i provision the House rejected, Mr. A. could not 
say; but knowing, as he did, that the President 


all and whose earnings, at last, fell into the hands į À t 
i. of speculating harpies. But, sir, what effect had j was desirous of a strong substitute, he was sorry 
i this state of things upon the personal repose of | that the honorable member had attempted to at- 


„your then Commissioners of the Treasury? Not 
ți - the least,except so far as they felt for the distresses 
of their country, and identified themselves with 
its fate; and it is.only in this point of view, said 
Mr. A„ that the repose of a Secretary of your 
Treasury can be disturbed on similar occasions. 
That substitution of the Treasury—of the chest 
‘into which the taxes are paid—to the people them- 
selves who pay them, is one of those equivoques 
-of which the honorable member is so fond. lt is, 
‘however, an artifice too thinly veiled, to deceive 
he Senate, or mislead our constituents. Mr. A. 
-said, the course taken by the honorable member 
had been so devious, that it had been hard to fol- 
\% low him, and indeed sometimes to understand his 
i meaning correctly. 
i Mr. À. said, he could not, nor did he intend, 
-when he rosc, to answer all the observations of 


i. 
i; 


-the honorable member—he had selected the most 
prominent, and should answer only one or two 
„nore. The honorable member had said, that to 
the unwillingness of the late and present Admin- 
yj istration to incur expense, he attributes the present 
g-situation of our country. Although he has made 
@ this charge against the Administration, he has 
ig-not specified any case in which the present Ad- 

-ministration had refused to incur expense. Mr. 
A. supposed it would have been rather too bold a 
, charge, after the measures adopted by the Presi- 
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tribute to him the failure of so important a mea- 
: sure, for which he was in no way responsible. 


Wepnespay, December 18. 

The bill extending the time of certain patents 
granted to Robert Fulton, was read the second 
time. 

ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional mil- 
itary force; and the motion made by Mr. ANDER- 
son, to strike out the word “ten,” section one, 
line three. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee rose, and, in sub- 
stance, made the following observations. He said 
i he would submit to the Senate some of the rea- 

sons which would govern his vote on this ques- 

tion, and then he would notice such of the re- 
| marks made by the honorable gentleman from 
| Virginia (Mr. Gites) as appeared to him to re- 
| late to the grounds on which he acted. It would 
l seem, said Mr. C., from what has passed on this 
| subject, that little or no difference of opinion ex- 
i ists, especially among gentlemen on the Repub- 
lican side, with regard to the objects to be effected 
by the troops proposed to be raised. All appear to 
admit the time has arrived in which you ought to, 
| and must act; the crisis requires it; and nothing 
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rongs, i` 
To produce one or į 
the other of these results, and be fully prepared į 
for either alternative, was his object; aud hep 
would vote for such a force as appeared to him | 
best calculated for that purpose. If all are seri-! 
ous, said Mr. C. as I trust they are, in the pro- : 
fessious made on this subject, the only difference , 
of opinion appears to be in regard to the number į 
and kind of troops necessary to effect the objects : 
in view. Our decision on this point must be! 
governed by the information we possess. The / 
amount. as well as the description of the forces; 
to be raised, ought, in a great degree, to be pro- | 
portioned to and regulated by the impression in- į 
tended to be made on your expected enemy, and i 
the probable force to be resisted or subdued. The! 
purpose for which these troops are raised, and the i 
immediate use to be tnade of them, appear now! 
to be made no secret. The honorable gentleman | 
from Virginia (Mr. Gites) told you this force of | 
twenty-five thousand troops, proposed to be raised į 
by this bill, ought to be considered the Army of! 
the North, and are intended to take and occupy | 
Canada, &e. If it be intended, said Mr. C., to} 
occupy this country, of which, at present, there 
appears no ground to doubt, it ought to be done 
with the least possible delay, and in a time much 
shorter than would he required to raise so large 
a regular foree. This number, with the present | 
establishment of ten thousand men, make an ag- 

gregate amount of thirty-five thousand. Of these | 
you have in service little more than five thousand. 

f course, near thirty thousand are yet to be en- 
listed. To raise and discipline this number. or 
the half of it, would consume more time thaa 
ought to elapse before you act, if you are deter- 
mined to act with effect. 

The motion is, to strike out the word ‘ i 
the number of regiments of infantry, for the pur- į 
pose of inserting “six.” This would make the 
number of troops to be raised by this bill some-| 
what less than seventeen thousand men, and in- | 
crease the whole regular foree to nearly twenty- 
seven thousand men. Mr. C, said from the best 
view which he bad been able to take of the sub-| 
ject, upon the information we now possess, this | 

orce, aided by a proper proportion of volunteers, ! 
would be fully competent to effect any object the 

Government can have in view; to resist and sub- 
due any force; and to occupy, if necessary, any 
territory in your neighborhood. On any sudden 
emergency, the number of volunteers or militia; 
actually employed, might, and, perhaps, generally! 
ought to equal, and, on many occasions, much ex-| 
ceed that of the regular troops, as they could be! 
organized and marched to the scene of action in: 
mach shorter time than would be consumed in 
raising regular troops, would consist of better 
materials, and could be more relied upon to make 
a first impression than newly enlisted troops with- 
out the advantages of discipline. They would, 
also, when the service was completed, lay down 
the military character, return to their homes, 


H 


‘ten,| 


Hence, the expense would 
be inconsiderable, the time of service being prob- 
ably short, Itis, therefore, fair to calculate, if 
your regular force amounts to twenty-seven thou- 
sand men, that you ought to, and will have in ae- 
tual service, and, of course, in pay, forty thou- 


sand men. And will it be contended that this 
force is not sufficient to accomplish all the pur- 
poses which the most sanguine have in view? 
But, it seems, volunteers are not now to be re- 
lied on. You must depend entirely on regular 
troops—on a standing army. 
modern date among Republicans. and may, if it 
should gain currency, sap the vital principles of 
your Government. The language of the Pres- 
ident on this subject, in his Message, breathes a 
very different spirit. He recommends “ that ad- 


‘equate provision be made for filling the ranks 
¢ 
‘troops; for an auniliary force, to be engaged for 
[3 


‘ unteer corps, whose patriotic ardor may court a 
¢ 


‘tions of the militia.” &c. 


he considers the new force 
raised as only 
force. 


recommended to be 


This doctrine is of 


and prolonging the enlistments of the regular ; 


a more limited term; for the acceptance of vol- : 


participation in urgent services; for detach- : 
ments, as they may be wanted, of other por- 
Here, we perceive, . 


auxiliary to the present regular : 
Hence, it would seem fair to conclude he 


did not mean the number of the former should . 


execed that of the latter. But, he seems to place 
considerable confidence in “volunteer corps,” 
on the ground that their “patriotic ardor may 
court a participation in urgent services ;? those 


| very kind of services for which the force is now 


woe 


to be provided. He did, therefore, contemplate : 


that such volunteers should constitute an efticient 
part of the force to be employed in effecting the 
more important objects now in view; and that, 
the militia, also, should be engaged, and contrib- 
ute their share in supporting any contest that 
might ensue. But, it seems, your volunteers and 
militia are considered totally incompetent to per- 
form any important military services, From 
them you are re 
dence, and place it in regular troops’ only, of 
whom, you mu:t raise an army sufficiently large 
to effect all your purposes. 


quired to withdraw your confi- ` 


Let this doctrine be - 


once established, and the people may tremble for - 


their liberties when it is too late—when their 


chains are riveted upon them by a military power. . 


But the attempt to raise so large a regular force 


at this moment, would retard instead of acceler. 


it will be found impracticable to enlist and organ- 
ize such force in time to aet before the proper 
season is gone; before the i 
Spring. You mi 
which consists of 
the ranks. If ten or fifteen thousand effectives 
could be brought into service in time, it would 
equal his most sanguine expectations, You. 
would, therefore, have, it is believed, a force 
equally efficient, if the proposed amendment pre- 
vailed, as if the bill passed in its present shape, 
while your expenditures would be thereby greatly 

1 


ght, indeed, collect that portion 


ce breaks up in the . 


officers, but you cannot fill up ` 


| ate the completion of the objects intended ; for, ` 
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trusted they were, they must be principally car- 
ried on, in the first instance, by volunteers, who 
could, and ought to be embodied and prepared to 


act on the shortest notice. For this purpose, au- 
thorize the Executive immediately to officer, or- 
ganize for a limited time, and put into motion, 
such number of volunteers who may tender their 
services, as shall be deemed competent to the 
occasion ; bring to the scene of action as many 
of your present regular troops as may be spared 
from other services, and can, with the least delay, 
be concentrated ; and let these, united with your 
volunteers and such of the new troops as can be 
raised in time, make the first impression, seize 
and occupy the couutry contemplated, and main- 
tain the contest until the additional regular force, 
about to be raised, can be organized and brought 
into actual service. These may, then, support, 
and, in due time, relieve your volunteers, Hold 
the advantages you may have gained ; repel any 
force that may be brought to oppose them, and 
extend, if required, your acquisitions; while, in 
the mean time, sufficient corps of the militia may 
be called into service and employed within the 
limits of the Union, with such of the regular 
troops as may be retained for the purpose, to pro- 
tect your frontiers from incursions by the savages, 
and your coasts against attacks from a foreign 
enemy. 

This mode of proceeding would enable you to 
act, before the season shall pass away in which 

our operations could be carried on, with the 
east probable resistance, and the greatest pros- 
pect of success. The most distinguishing fea- 
ture that could characterize your proceedings, at 
this moment, would be, the expedition with which 
you progress, both in Legislative and Executive 
operations. But, if you wait, as seems to be con- 
templated by the gentleman from Virginia, until 
twenty-five or thirty thousand men are, by enlist- 
ments, raised, disciplined, and put in readiness for 
actual service, the time to act will have passed 
away; the ice will be broken up, and the ap- 
proaches by water to the country intended as the 
scene of action, will be thereby opened; and, 
you may have to effect your object, should it then 
be practicable, at more than double the expense 
of blood and treasure that would have been re- 
quired had you taken advantage of the proper 
time. What evidence have we, said Mr. C., to 
show that so large a regular force as that pro- 
posed by the bill is necessary? The object, as 
avowed by the gentleman, is to occupy Canada. 
From the best information he had been able to ob- 
tain, there are not more than six thousand regu- 
lar troops, if there be that number, in the prov- 
ince. The gentleman states the number at about 
seven thousand. Suppose the latter to be correct, 
would not double the number of regular troops, 
(allowing for accidents of every description,) be 
sufficient to oppose to those? And, would not 
your volunteers be able to cope with Canadian 
militia? Upon these data what occasion can 


aa a a Se 


one, it is presumed, will deny; and the honorable 
gentlemen told you they are of opinion ten thou- 
sand additional troops, making the whole regular 
force twenty thousand, would be sufficient for the 
present occasion. To those, the Government, no 
doubt, intended to add as many corps of volun- 
teers, properly officered and organized for the pur- 
pose, as circumstances should require; and such 
united force would, certainly, be competent, ac- 
cording to the present state of things, to subduc 
any opposition to be expected, and to occupy any 
territory in your neighborhood, that comes within 
the avowed object of your present preparations. 
But, Mr. C. said, he was willing to go further; to 
increase the regular force tv nearly twenty-seven 
thousand men, and make ample provision for 
bringing into actual service such corps of volun- 
teers, oflicered by the Executive, and such num- 
ber of the militia as shall be considered necessary. 
Should his motion not prevail, he would, notwith- 
standing, vote for the bill, and for any other mea- 
sures proposed that could, in any degree, contrib- 
ute to maintain the rights and character of the 
nation. He should, also, at any future day, vote 
for such additional troops as the crisis might then 
require; and this appeared to him the most effi- 
cient as weil as correct course. Raise, at present, 
the number proposed by the amendment, which 
most, if not all who are in favor of actual resist- 
ance, allow to be necessary, and before they are 
organized, you will be better able to determine 
what additional force, if any, will be necessary. 
This would produce more unanimity, occasion 
less delay, and could not, in any possible degree, 
weaken your operative measures, or embarrass 
your Government. 

Mr. C. said, believing, as he did, the force pro- 
posed by the amendment fully competent to ac- 
complish the objects all profess to have in view, 
he was unwilling to vote for a greater number. 
He was opposed, on principle, to swelling the 
regular military force beyond the bounds really. 
demanded by the crisis, as it would be setting a 
dangerous precedent, that might, hereafter, be re- 
sorted to as a pretext for augmenting, from time 
to time. without sufficient cause, or beyond the 
nature of the exigency, your standing army ; un- 
til the people might, perhaps, be awakened from 
their security, as has been the case on many oc- 
casions in other countries, by feeling the pressure 
of the chains of military despotism. He was, 
also, unwilling to charge the nation with expen- 
ditures which its tinances were not prepared to 
meet, and which, in his opinion, the occasion did 
not require. He trusted it was not the intention 
of any one, by raising so large a regular force, 
and thereby incurring so great an expenditure, 
beyond what it is believed was necessary, to drain 
your Treasury, embarrass your fiscal concerns, 
and paralyze the best concerted measures of your 
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Government. If, however, such were the objects 
intended, a more effectual mode to accomplish 
them could not be adopted. 

If war becomes indispensable, you ought not 
to calculate that it will be of short duration. You 
ean make war, but it does not rest with you alone 
to make peace. Every effort ought to be made 
to bring it to a speedy termination, and all the 


means that could be usefully employed afforded | 


for that purpose. But you ought not, in the be- 
ginning, to waste unnecessarily your treasures, 
which are the sinews of war; your exertions 
should be proportioned to the resistance to be 
overcome; and no more of your energies and re- 
sources exhausted than the occasion requires; al- 
ways reserving the residue to meet a more urgent 
emergency. War once commenced, you ought 
to calculate on supporting it, on at least the same, 
if not on a more extended scale, not only for one, 
but for many years, as it cannot be known how 
long it may be continued. 

-The American people, said Mr. C., will, with- 
out a murmur, support any expenditures they be- 
lieve necessary to maintain the rights and avenge 
the wrongs of their country. But they will ex- 
pect you to restrict those expenditures to such 
only as the emergeney shall require; and that be- 
fore you call on them for new contributicns, you 
will be prepared to show you have disposed of 
the means already in your hands to the best ad- 
vantage. Your Government has, no doubt, esti- 
mated the probable amount of force that would 
be required to accomplish the objects in view; 
they have probably made arrangements, so faras 
rested with them, to meet the expenses of such 
force; they would also, he conceived, be in a 
great degree responsible that it was competent 
for the purposes for which it was raised, should be 
employed to effect those purposes, and that your 
finances could be rendered adequate to its sup- 

ort, But what are youabout to do by this bill? 

erange all those plans and change the respon- 
sibility. Instead of twenty or twenty-five thou- 
sand, the number deemed sufficient, you force 
upon the Government thirty-five thousand regu- 
lar troops. You thereby take upon yourselves 
the responsibility of raising a force much larger 
than was required, or can be usefully employed; 
af occasioning a great unnecessary expenditure, 
which will drain your Treasury, embarrass your 
finances, and probably compel you to impose new 
burdens on the people. Will they not inquire 
into the causes of thuse extraordinary measures, 
and ask wherefore were those new taxes im- 
posed, those expenditures incurred? What occa- 
sion was there for so large a regular army? On 
what great emergency were they to be employed, 
and what numerous force was to be resisted or 
subdued? Those will be natural inquiries, and 
the answers will, no doubt, suggest themselves, 
that a great portion of these expenditures was in- 
curred contrary to the views of the Executive, 
and for which he would in no respect be respon- 
sible; that little more than half the regular force 
raised was deemed competent to effect ali the 
practicable objects within your reach ; that the 
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believed to be considerable, nor such as to require 
the number of troops ordered to be raised ; but 
jebat a majority of Congress took upon them- 
| selves, without sufficient cause, to raise this large 
‘army, incur this immense expense, and conse- 
| quenily require those new burdens to be imposed. 
| For all this, therefore, and the consequences that 
i may flow therefrom, such majority, and not the 
| Executive, must and will be responsible to the 
i people. 
i" Mr. C. said, he would now notice more par- 
! ticularly some of the arguments adduced by the 
‘honorable member from Virginia, (Mr. Gives.) 
: He did not propose following him through the 
| various course of his reasoning, much of which, 
: however ingenious, did not appear to him relevant 
to this subject, and although on that account 
| would not now be answered, he did not subscribe 
to. ‘he honorable gentleman suid, in case of 
war, your present military force of 10,000 men 
would be required to protect your Western front- 
! iers, and prevent New Orleans and Florida being 
‘taken by the British, &c.; and, therefore, that 
25,000 additional regulars would be necessary, and 
| little enough, to effect your purposes in the North, 
i &e. Mr.-C. said no object could be more inter- 
esting to the Western country than the security 
| of New Orleans; no one could feel more sensibly 
‘ than he did the importance of affording effectual 
protection to that place, as well as to Florida and 
! the Western frontiers; and he believed no one 
| was more anxious than himself, or would go fur- 
| ther to provide the most ample means, and such 
| as could be most usefully employed for those pur- 
poses. He trusted the gentleman’s professed re- 
gard for the protection of that quarter of the 
Union was sincere and would long continue. He 
| would not, however, suffer himself to be induced 
i by his anxiety for even those favorite and highly 
| important objects, to abandon his solemn duty, 
by raising a force so much larger than, io his 
| opinion, the ovcasion required. He was inclined 
‘to believe 5,000 regular troops, with the aid of 
į volunteers and militia, would be competent to 
' protect New Orleans and its neighborhood. The 
number of forces necessary to protect the West- 
‘ern frontiers would depend upon circumstances, 
land the disposition of the neighboring Indian 
itribes. But a considerable proportion of the 
j force requisite for that purpose might consist of 
| volunteers, or corps raised for a limited time, 
l whose services would be equally useful, and 
, would enable the Government to dispense with 
| the employment of any large portion of your reg- 
! ular troops in that quarter. We have as yet, said 
i Mr. C., taken possession of that part only of West 
! Florida, to which our territorial claim extends, 
land there appears no ground, at present, to be 
j alarmed for its safety. The employment, there- 
! fore, of so large a regalar force as 10,000 men in 
| that quarter, docs not appear necessary, and can 
‘furnish no good ground for raising so large an 
additional army as that contemplated by this bill. 
But the gentleman inquires, what you would 
think of New Orleans and New York being taken 
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4 gentleman might believe what l 
; have been misinformed on the subject, or have 
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2 and observes, 


be very important, said Mr. C., 
whether the men now in power should long con- 
tinue to enjoy it or not; or whether, in case there 
should be war, they or their suceessors should 
terminate it. Measures and not men is the maxim 


l by which we oughi to regulate our conduct; and 


if their successors should be equally or more com- 
petent to execute the important trusts reposed in 


` them the nation would have nothing to appre- 


hend from the change. It was, however, a doc- 
trine to which he couid not subseribe, that they 
were to act contrary to what they believed their 


§ duty, in order to avoid losing their places. But 


why this attempt, said Mr. C., to exaggerate the 


dangers and raise the fears of the citizens of New 


York and New Orleans? and to excite in the 


| public mind apprehensions for the safety of those 


laces? This could answer no valuable purpose ; 


À its only effect would be to produce groundless 


alarms, and inflame, for a while, the public sen- 
sibility. There appeared no substantial grounds 


Í to be alarmed for the safety of either of those 


places. The position of New Orleans is such as 


Í renders it difficult of approach to an enemy, and, 


by the employment of proper means, capable of 
The fortifications 
of New York are stated by those best informed 
on the subject to be in such a state of completion 
as would enable that place to resist any attack 
likely to be made upon it; and there is no ra- 
ground to doubt that Government will em- 
ploy the best means they possess for the security 
and protection of those places. 

The gentleman did indeed make a statement, 
said Mr. C., which, at the time, very much sur- 
prised me. It was, (as I took his words down,) 
“that he did know it was the intention of the 
former Administration in case of war, not to 
protect New Orleans, but let Great Britain take 
it; and that the Western people would be left to 
retake it themselves ;” “that he did not know the 
intention of the preseut Administration on this 
subject, but believed it to be the same with that 
of ihe former.” This appears to me, said Mr. 
C., acharge of the most serious and alarning na- 
ture, and, if well-founded, would merit the most 
severe reprehension. But to establish it, under 


| existing circumstances, would require strong and 
i incontestable proofs. That the Governmentshould, 
i without any known inducement, abandon one of 
i the most important places in the nation, and, 


without attempting its defence, suffer it to pass 
into the hands of an enemy, is, in itself, so im- 
probable, and would argue so great a weakness, 
or what is worse, such political depravity, that if 
I had no knowledge of the transaction alluded to, 
or of the persons then composing the Govern- 
ment, I could not, without the most convincing 
evidence, persuade myself to believe it. I should 
be forced to conclude that however sincerely the 
he stated, he must 


mistaken the views of the Administration. And 


of the nation, and so evidently ruinous to the 
Western portion of the Union. why he did not 


and means in their power. 
real intention appears sufficiently established by 
their subsequent conduct, in sending a considera- 
ble number of troops, as well as gunboats, to that 
place for the object alone of protecting it; and 
who were ordered to take such position as should. 
be best calculated for that purpose. The destruc- 
tive calamity experienced by those troops from 
the insalubrity of the climate, must be fresh in 
the recollection of all. But the uoiform conduct 
of the late Executive, during the whole course 
of his administration, (of which unreserved can- 
dor was a distinguishing characteristic.) and in 
particular, the just regard he paid on all proper 
oceasions to the best interests of the Western 
people, are of themselves more than sufficient to 
shield him against the imputation of the views 
now ascribed to him. I cannot, however, but 
express my regret that this statement, made at 
this time, should have the appearance of throw- 
ing a censure on the conduct of the late venera- 
ble President. He has retired, accompanied by 
the plaudits of his fellow-citizens, and the high 
respect of the real friends to civil liberty aa Ae 
out the world, to the shades of private life. Why 
not suffer him to repose there undisturbed? I 
can hardly persuade myself it was intended by 
this statement to impeach the purity of his mo- 
tives; but I cannot omit observing, that it appears 
ty me a melancholy proof of the malignity of 
the human mind, that so many attempts should 
be made to sully the well-earned reputation of 
that illustrious statesman, whose fame will sur- 
vive the lapse of ages, and glide down the tide 
of time unimpaired, while that of bis enemies 
will vanish like the fleeting smoke, or descend 
with themselves to the tomb of oblivion. 

With regard to the present Administration, 
Mr. C. said, he did not know their particular 
views on this subject; he tad, however, no rea- 
son to believe that they were such as the gentle- 
man seemed to consider them. He could not for 
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a moment entertain the idea that they intended | are, with little variation, consistent with the state- 


to abandon the protection of New Orleans, and 
he did not believe there was a single act of the 
Executive that would justify such a conclusion. 

The honorable member asserted this metion 
was in opposition to the spirit of the President’s 
Message, and the measures therein recommended, 
&c.; he observed, the Secretary of War did in- 
deed state, in conversation, to him, that ten thou- 
sand additional regular troops might answer the 
present purpose, but that he differed entirely in 
opinion with the Secretary on this subject, and 
gives you to understand that this tnofficeal state- 
ment, (as he chooses to call it.) which he consid- 
ers as coming from the Executive, was at vari- 
ance with his official communication in his Mes- 
sage, &c. 

Mr. C. said he could not admit the correctness 
of the conclusions which the gentleman drew 
from his premises. It did not appear to him that 
this motion, or the statement alleged to have 
been made by the Secretary of War, was in op- 
position to, cr at variance with, either the spirit 
of the Message, or the specifice measures recom- 
mended therein. It ts true, the honorable gen- 


tleman differed in opinion from the Secretary j 


with regard to the number of regular troops ne- 
cessary to efiect the purposes intended; and it 
would seem the principal question was, whether 
on this subject the opinion of the former, who 
rofessed to have no knowledge on military af- 
airs, or that of the latter, as the organ of the 
Executive, (as he was alleged to be,) deserved 
most weight, and ought to be most relied upon. 
Mr. C. said he had already stated the sense in 
which he understood the Executive recommend- 


f ment, termed inofficial, said to be made by the 
Secretary of War. They are, to fill up the ranks 
of the present regular troops, for which a bill has 
already passed; to raise an additional (or auxili- 

; ary) force of nearly 17,000 men; and also, to au- 

| thorize bringing into service such volunteer corps 
and portions of the militia as the occasion may 
require. ‘This will make the auxiliary force much 

| larger than the principal force, in aid of which it 

‘js required ; and it would seem a fair construction 

of the words of the Message, as already stated, . 

that the auxiliary force, as said to be suggested 

by the Secretary of War, should be equal only to 
the principal force; the whole regular force thus 
provided would be nearly 27.000, which, with the 
volunteers to be authorized, (who were undoubt- 
edly considered by the Executive as an efficient 
part of the troops to be employed.) would put in 
the power of the Government a disposable force, 
exclusive of the militia, of at least 40,000 effective 
men. This force, which might be increased as 

I circumstances should require, is certainly compe- 

i tent to accomplish all the attainable objects the 

| most sanguine can have in view. In what re- 

spect, then, can these measures be considered in 
opposition to, or at variance with, either the spirit 

[ce language of the official communication? If 

| the forces furnished be fully competent to effect 

f the purposes for which they were required, will 
you not, then, have put the United States “into 
an armor and an attitude demanded by the crisis, 
and corresponding with the national spirit and 
expectations?” And will not all the objects of 
the Executive recommendation be complied with ? 

There does not, therefore, appear any ground 


1 


ation on this subject, and endeavored to show the | whatever, except in the imagination of the gen- 
force proposed to be raised by this motion, con- | tleman, for the alleged variance between the offi- 
nected with the other measures he wished adopt- | cial and responsible communication of the Execu- 
ed, was in conformity to the views presented by j tive, and that which has been termed inofficial . 
the Message. He would now, however, again | and irresponsible. Nor was he able to perceive 
recur to the words of the Message itself, and see | what public good could arise from statements evi- 
if they furnished any just grounds for the gen- | dently calculated, if not intended, to misrepresent 
tleman’s deductions and satirical strictures. The , the views of the Administration. He was him- 
parts particularly alluded to are in the following | self convinced, from sources to him entirely satis- 
words: “With ihis evidence of hostile infiexi- | factory, the views of the Executive were really 
‘pility, in trampling on rights which no inde- j such as had been presented to the public by his. 
t pendent nation can relinquish. Congress will | Message; such as they ought to be, and such as 
“feel the duty of putting the United States into ; would, if supported and promptly carried into 
fan armor and an attitude demanded by the | effect by Congress, maintain the rights and vin- 
‘ erisis, aud correspcuding with the national spirit | dicate the honor of the nation. 
‘and expectations. I recommend, accordingly,/ lt seems, however, you must raise the number 
f that adequate provision be made for filling the | of troops contained in the bill, whether they can 
‘yanks, and prolonging the enlistments of the ! be usefully employed or not; for the honorable 
t regular troops; for an auxiliary force to be en- l gentleman says, if you raise less, Great Britain 
f gaged for a more limited term; for the accept- | will not believe you are in earnest, or that you 
‘ance of volunteer corps, whose patriotic ardor | mean to use physical force, &c.; and further ob- 
‘may court a participation in urgent services; | served, she had in Canada seven thousand regular 
í for detachments, as they may be wanted, of other ! troops and fourteen thousand militia, &c. I can- 
t portions of the militia,” &c. not, said Mr. C., subscribe to the doctrine that we 
Here we see, said Mr. C., the specific measures | are to raise a force greater than is competent to 
officially recommended by the Executive, and j accomplish the substantial objects we have in 
may form an opinion of the spirit of his Message, | view, for the purpose alone of convincing that na- 
to which allusion has been made. Let us now |tion we are in earnest—that is, that we mear 
examine the measures proposed to he adopted by | what we say. This would appear to me beneath 
those in favor of the present motion, and whieh | the dignity of the Legislature, and derogatory to. 
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l cial talents; but he inquired what evidence he: 
had ever given of a capacity to devise ways and 
| it would only waste unnecessarily your resources, ; means to bring money into the Treasury, and sai 
| without producing the least public advantage. | he believed none; and added, that his (the Secre- 
i There are some of your own citizens who pretend | tary’s) talents had induced us to get rid of the di- 
ie believe you are not seriously determined to! rect tax, and of the salt tax, &c. The financial 


è 

prosecute the avowed objects of your prepara- talents of the gentleman at the head of the Treas- 
| tions; and the British Government, as usual, may | ury Department are too well known, said Mr. C., 
probably take its tone from theirs. The use you | to be made at this time the subject of investigation, 
make of your troops, as well as the decision and} or require new proofs to support them. Every 
energy with which you act, and not the number | man, in any tolerable degree conversant with the 
you raise, will best prove your sincerity, and will ; proceedings of your Government for the last ff- 
j alone probably convince that nation that you are j teen or twenty years, must possess sufficient data 

not only in earnest in your preparations, but that j to enable him to form an opinion for himself on 
you know and will maintain your rights; and į this subject. He must, however, be permitted to 
ihat you feel your wrongs, and will avenge them, j declare, Mr. C. said, this was the first time he 
i 


With regard io the forces Great Britain has in‘ had heard the talents or tiuancial capacity of 


j Canada, said Mr. C., there is no reason to believe. į that officer, since he came into the Government, 
Í as already stated, the regular troops there exceed | brought into question by any gentleman of known 


six thousand, or that there could be more than! standing and information. The sources from 
ten thousand militia brought into actual service.’ which your revenue must arise, are in their na- 
i Suppose, however, the statement of the gentleman , ture neither numerous nor very complex, and 
j correct, would not double the number of your: must be obvious to most, if not ail men of any 
| regular troops be sufficient, under all supposable ! tolerable information. Duties on importations, 

disadvantages, to oppose the seven thousand Brit- i and the proceeds of your public lands, constitute 
| ish troops? And could not your volunteers suc- | the sources on which you must principally rely, 
į cessfully encounter Canadian militia? No one, j unless you resort to internal taxation, which the 
| it is presumed, would be willing 10 deny this. | course pursued by gentlemen will probably re- 

Upon what solid ground, then, can it he contended | quire. The Secretary had no power to draw 
j that twenty-five thousand regular troops would | money from any other sources than those pro~ 
j be necessary for that service ? | vided by law. He could not create new sources 
ý But the honorable gentleman says he has not | of revenue; he could recommend the imposition 
much confidence in volunteers; that they f new taxes, in order to bring money into the 

| 


melt away like a ball of snow, &c. This doc-| Treasury; but the extent of your expenditures 
j trinc, said Mr. C., is, as has been already stated, | hitherto, it appears, did not require it; and Mr, 

of modern date among those professing to be Re- | C. said he sincerely wished, as did, he believed, 
the great majority of the nation, that this might 
long be the case—that there might be no call for 
the exertion of his great financial talents to in- 
vent new modes of squeezing money out of the 
people’s pockets without their being sensible of it, 


i 

publicans; it was once considered rank Federal 
i doctrine, which gave alarm to the friends of lib- 
4 erty, and contributed in a great degree to destroy 
ý their confidence in those avowing it. The militia 
i have always been considered, by the most distin- 
4 guished advocates of sound principles, the bul- | to replenish your exhausted Treasury ; for, what- 
yj wark of our liberties, and, on emergencics, the | ever may be the nature of taxes, they must be 

guardiaus of our rights. Volunteers are the bet- ultimately paid by the people; and the inquiry 
f ter sort of militia, and at least equally to be relied | can only be with regard to the mode in which 
i upon; they have, on many occasions during the j they may be induced most willingly to make the 
Revolution, distinguished themselves by their pa- | required contributions, This is the art that would, 
iriotism and bravery. Why should we now place ı above all others, answer the gentleman’s idea of 
no confidence in them, or insinuate they would | great financial capacity—that is, the eapacity to 
desert their posts? Will they not serve out the; bring money into the Treasury. But it is be- 
time for which they may engage; and cannot lieved that the only opportunities afforded that 
then their places, if necessary, be supplied by ; officer, according to our present fiseal arrange- 
others ? ‘ments, of exercising financial capacity, consist in ` 

Mr. C. said, it was difficult to perceive how ! skilfully conducting the collection of the revenue 
some of the arguments adduced by the honorable i from the sources created or established by law, 
member could be reconciled; for, at the same | and managing it afterwards with correctness and 
time that he insists upon increasing your expend- ! economy to meet the public demands; and those 
itures much beyond what he states to be the views | important duties, it seems admitted, have been 
.of the Government, he gives you to understand | satisfactorily performed; for the gentleman says, 
that the person who has the direction of your! that that officer has annually made you very lucid 
revenue is not well qualified to provide the means | reports on your finances, showing the receipts and 
necessary to meet such expenditures. If this be! expenditures, &e. i 
- the case, it would seem a strong argument fori In relation to the repeal of taxes ascribed to the 
circumscribing your expenses as much as practi-; Secretary of the Treasury, the honorable gentle- 
cable. He told you the Secretary of the Treas- į man must have labured under a mistake. He 
ury had the reputation of possessing great finan- | stated, the repeal of the direct tax; he probably 
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that cfficer came into the Government; the indi- jand substitute the embargo. The nation then 
rect taxes were repealed afterwards ; and though : would have been prepared for the event; its for- 
from the information he, Mr. C., had obtained on ; bearance would have been sufficiently evinced; it 
the subject, that officer had no agency whatever! would have possessed all its own resources unim- 
in such repeal, he believed the measure was very ` paired, and had also within its power more than 
generally approved of by the Republicans through- , twenty millions of the property and treasures be- 
out the Union. He could speak with more cer-' longing to one of its expected enemies, which 
tainty relative to the repeal of the salt tax, being! might justly be made to contribute to support the 
then a member of the other House, and in a situ-; war that should be thus forced upon us. The 
ation that made it his particular duty to attend to i Spirit of the nation was not only unbroken and 
that subject; aud it was then distinctly under-: firm, but rising with the growing danger of the 
stood, the Secretary of the Treasury did not ap-' crisis, and its character stood high at home and 
prove of the measure, (as will sufficiently appear: abroad; bat the fatal proposition to repeal the 
from his official reports ;) that he considered that: embargo, like a demon, or the evil genius of the 
tax not an oppressive one. at the same time that} vation, presenting itself, paralyzed, as if by en- 
it was productive and collected without any ex-; chantment. the best concerted measures, and dissi- 
‘traordinary expense ; the Executive, however, re- | pated all those fair prospects. Italways appeared 
‘commended the repeal of it, and after several un- ' to him, Mr. C. said, as placing the National Le- 
successful attempts, the measure at length suc- | gislature (he would not say the nation) in the 
ceeded. The Secretary of the Treasury cannot, ; same situation that the unwarrantable desertion 
therefore, be considered in any respect whatever. of his post, in the day of danger, would place an 
responsible for the repeal of those taxes; and it| individual. He had often been surprised at the 
must appear very extraordinary that, after a great | numerous attempts made, in and out of Congress, 
majority of the nation has so long unequivocaliy | by some of those very persons who voted for the 
approved that measure, it should now be brought) repeal of the embargo, to charge unjustly, in his 
forward as evidence of the incapacity or miscon- | opinion, the whole responsibility of that measure 
duct of that officer. on the Administration. But he could not com- 
The honorable gentleman says, the inexecution j prehend upon what ground the honorable gentle- 
of the embargo produced its repeal, &e.; and that | man from Virginia, who himself introduced and 
this was occasioned by the Executive refusing to | supported the measure, could at this day expect 
accept the means offered him by Congress to en-j to transfer the odium of it to the Executive and 
force the execution of it; and strongly insinuates| Treasury Department. 
all this was produced by the influence of the; The members of the National Legislature are 
Treasury Department, through the Executive.; undoubtedly accountable to the people for the 
The repeal of the embargo, Mr. C. said, was a| laws passed by their votes; and it must be with 
subject on which he did not wish to enter. It; avery bad grace they ascribe their enactment to 
was always to him the most unpleasant that could | the influence of others. The honorable gentle- 
present itself. It had at the time met with all the | man informed you, he proposed to issue letters of 
feeble resistance that was then in his power (weak | Marque and reprisal as a substitute for the em- 
as his state of health was) to oppose to it. He] bargo, as being in his opinion better calculated 
considered it a measure which not only damped, ! than that measure to maintain the honor and 
but chilled the spirit of the nation, and impressed | promote the interests of the nation, &c. Mr. 
a stain on its character, to wash out which would | C. said, he understood the provision alluded to, 
probably require much of its best blood. It was | in a sense very different from that stated by the 
not, however, the inexecution of the embargo that; gentleman. Its true meaning would, however, 
occasioned its repeal, nor was it the influenee of} be best understood by recurring to the provision 
the Treasury or Executive Departments. It was; itself. It is found in the 11th section of the non- 
the fatal panic with whieh certain members in| intercourse bill, as passed by the Senate in 1809. 
both Houses were seized, in consequence of the| in the following words: “That the President of 
clamorous threats of the opposition in certain |+ the United States be, and he hereby is author- 
quarters of the Union, that produced that effect. |‘ ized, in case either France or Great Britain 
The plan of the Executive undoubtedly was, (as!* shall so revoke or modify her edicts,as that they 
he understood it from himself at the time,) to] ‘shall cease to violate the neutral ecommerce of 
continue and enforce the embargo, combined with |‘ the United States, to declare the same Ly proc- 
the non-intercourse, until the extraordinary ses-|‘lamation, after which the trade of the United 
sion proposed to be held in the following May ;}‘ States suspended by this act, and by the act 
which would give time for that measure to have |‘ laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in 
its full effect on the belligerents; would add but} ‘the ports and harbors of the United States, and 
little to the pressure felt by our own citizens, and | ‘the several acts supplementary thereto, may be 


would afford all the chances of avoiding war, |‘ renewed with the nation so doing, and to c&use 
arising from the probability of those Powers being | ‘ lo be issued, under suitable pledges and precau- 
induced to rescind their unjust edicts, and again }‘ lions, letters of marque and reprisal agaist the 
respect neutral rights. Should this favorable |‘ nalion thereafter continuing in force ils unlaw- 
change in their conduct, however, not take place, ; ‘fel edicts against the commerce of the United 
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i this provision, no authority was intended to be 
| given the President to issue letters of marque 
$ and reprisal, except in the event of one of the 
J two great belligerents revoking its unlawful | them matter, in his opinion. so indecorous, as well 
| edicts, and the same being declared by procla- j as frivolous and irrelevant. He noticed it only 
i mation, &c., upon which be was authorized to] to express his surprise that the honorable mem- 
l issue letters of marque and reprisal against the | ber, contrary, as he believed, to his usual prac- 
| other. who should thereafter continue in force} tice, should so far descend from the respect due 
i its unlawful edicts, &c. If both refused to re-| himself and the National Legislature, as to in- 
i voke their edicts, there was no authority to be] troduce on this floor a scurrilous paragraph from 
i given to issue letters of marque and reprisal!a petty newspaper, published in a neighboring 
| against either; and in that event, the provision | dependent colony of a foreign Power, the object 
| would have been a dead letter, or indeed worse, | of which was to reflect on the proceedings, 
tas its menacing appearance might have a ten-| though not then known. of his own Government. 
i dency to irritate, though it was in no respecteal-| The honorable gentleman has told you that in 
i 
j 
j 
] 
{ 
| 
] 
i 
i 
} 
t 
} 
] 
l 
i 


contents of that production, uor sully the discus- 
sions of the Senate, by again bringing before 


i culated to make any serious impression. It ap-| 76, when your population was but about two mil- 
i peared to him at the time a very extraordinary | lions, you had more than forty-six thousand reg- 
measure, and the most impolitie and dangerous | ular troops inservice; and now, when your pop- 
i that could have been proposed, and he would | ulation is more than threzfold. and your pecuni- 
venture to assert, you might in vain search for | ary resources greatly increased, it is proposed to 
its likeness in the annals of nations; it was, in | raise thirty-five thousand only, and yet aa alarm 
fact, putting it in the power of one belligerent to | is made about supporting them. &e.; and he 
declare war for you, or determine when you! asks “If we areat the maximum of our capacity ; 
should declare it against the other; and at the} and whether an oecasion does not exist to call 
same time, enabling the other—who would know, | out a foree as great as our capacity would enable 
if she did not accede to the terms proposed, war | us ?” &c. 
would be the consequenee—to take advantage of; Mr. C. said, according to the information he 
the situation in which you would place yourself, | had obtained on the subject. the forty-six thou- 
| and, in case she determined not to revoke her | sand men in service in 1776, were not all regular 
i edicts, make the first attack upon you, when you | troops, but including all descriptions of troops 
would first learn such was her determination | then employed under public authority. He could 
from the mouths of her ‘cannon, by the seizure | not, however. perceive how the number employed 
of your ships, and the bombardment of your fin 1776 should regulate the number now to be 
towns. It would also be holding out a threat to j raised. The object then was, to shake off the 
the belligerents, which would be more likely to | shackles of slavery that enchained the people of 
enlist their pride on the side of persevering in | this country, aud were about being rivetted on 
their measures, than to induce them to change| them with additional severity. It was a great 
them, and this is, said Mr. C., the very wise and | effort to resist the oppression of a powerful na- 
important measure said to be intended as a sub- | tion, having at the time, and claiming the right 
stitute for the embargo! “ To maintain the honor | to hold the actual government of the country ; 
and promote the interest of the nation, and the|and possessing a disposable force, which it was 
rejecting of which occasioned the British Gov- | known she intended to employ for the subjuga- 
ernment to disavow the arrangement with Mr. | tion of the people of this country. much greater 
Erskine!” Mr. C. said he could hardly persuade | than their population or means could be supposed 
himself that the honorable gentleman was seri- | equal to resist. ‘The question, then, with the 
ous in this statement. It was the first time he | American people, was not what force would be 
had ever heard any importance attached to that} necessary to bring into service, but what force 
measure. It was in itself too crude and incon-! tie exertion of their utmost energies could op- 
' sistent with national policy to claim or receive | pose to their powerful enemy. Suck is not the 
| public notice at home or abroad; its existence | question at this time; no one denies the ability 
= was probably never known in Great Britain, and | of the nation to bring into actual service, and also 
its rejection could certainly have had no agency |,provide for their support, if the occasion required 
in the disavowal of the arrangement with Mr. | it, not only thirty-five thousand, but one hundred 
| Erskine. The premature repeal of the embargo, | thousand men. Seven millions of people, with 
combined with the great events then unfolding | the pecuniary resources of this country properly 
themselves in Europe, no doubt, produced the | managed, could not he really oppressed by the 
disavowal of that arrangement. | employment and support of ene hundred thou- 
Among the many extraordinary materials pressed | sand men for such term as it js reasonable to 
into this discussion, wasa paragraph from a news- | suppose the war would continue. 
paper published in Quebec, read by the gentle-| But the question now ought to be, what num- 
man, it is presumed as a part of his speech. This | ber of troops, and of what description, is requisite 
was not a comment on the President’s Message, | to accomplish, in due time, and with sufficient 
(as it was stated by the gentleman to be.) ‘but a | certainty, the objects you have in view, and 
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would at the same time occasion the least public 
inconvenience, and produce the least pecuniary 
pressure on the people. To determine this cor- 
rectly, you must regulate the number and descrip- 
tion of troops you call into service, by the amount 
and kind of foree to be resisted or subdued, and 
not by the capacity of the nation. There is no 
ground to believe, from the gentleman’s own 
statement, the force to be opposed is so great as 
to require the utmost exertions of the nation. We 
have not, therefore. said Mr. C., come to the 
maximum of our capacity ; nor does an occasion 
exist that requires a force to be raised as great as 
our capacity would enable us. It would be the 
worst policy we could pursue, and prove most 
injurious to the nation, to call into actual service, 
at the commencement of a war, a force so greatly 
beyond what the occasion demanded, and thereby 
waste your strength and exhaust your resources 
before the crisis arrived that might require the 
exertion all your energies. It would scem, said 
Mr. C. as if gentlemen conceived they evinced 
their patriotism by che number of regular troops 
for which they voted; nothing could, however, 
be more fallacious, nor would the public be de- 
ceived by such a delusion. It was as easy to 
vote for 100,000 men as for 10,000; but the people 
must at last furnish both the soldiers and the 
means to support them, and the nation will be 
able to determine by the conduct and votes of 
gentlemen, on the ulterior measures that may 
come before you. whether the advocates for so 
large a regular force as that contained in tne bill, 
or those who support the present motion, being 
disposed to provide such forces and of such descrip- 
tions only asin their opinion, as well as that of 
the Government, would be sufficient to meet the 
present emergency, and could be most usefully 
employed, are most in earnest on this subject, and 
will ultimately prove most firm and decided in 
supporting the rights and honor of their country. 
Among the strange doctrines lately advanced, 
one is introduced on this occasion by the honor- 
able gentleman, that will not a little surprise the 
people of America. and that is, that the accumu- 
lation of public debt is of no great importance to 
the nation. ‘The gentleman asked if any one felt 
any benefit from the payment of fifty millions of 
the public debt ? And observed, to use his own 
words, “the increase of the publie debt is no great 
bugbear” &c. ‘The advantages arising from ex- 
tinguishing the publie debt, said Mr. C., cannot 
well be mistaken, and must be felt by every mem- 
ber of society capable of feeling the pressure of 
public taxes. By the extinguishment of fifty 
millions of your publie debt, which has been ef- 
fected by the operations of your Treasury De- 
partment, the nation is relieved from the payment 
of at least three millions of interest annually—a 
sum more than the proceeds of all the internal 
taxes—the repeal of which has heen so much re- 
gretted by the honorable gentleman. Yonr fi- 
nances are therefore rendered as productive by 
the extinction of that amount of debt, without 
these internal taxes, as they would be with them 
had such debt continued unpaid ; and this sum of 
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the public debt is not matter of much importance 
to the nation! If it is not, said Mr. C., what is 
important to the nation? Are the people to be 
told, that to augment the public debt, which they. 
and their successors are solemnly pledged to re- 
imburse, which is an encumbrance to its full ex- 
tent on their estates and possessions of every 
kind, is in itseif of so little consequence as not to 
be considered of much importance to the nation ? 
Upon the same principle the gentleman might 
say. that to impose new taxes on the people, to 
iacrease their burdens from time to time, until 
they groaned under the pressure, would not be 
matter of such importance to the nation. Is the 
old maxim, formerly ascribed to the opposition, 
“that a public debt is a public blessing,” and 
once so much and so justly reprobated, now again 
brought forward and supported by professed Re- 
publicans? This has always been considered the 
rankest doctrine of high-toned leaders in Federal 
times, and cannot fail to awaken the public mind 
to investigate the views of those who advocate it. 

On motion, by Mr. Lein, it was agreed that the 
question for striking out be taken by yeas and 
nays; and, on motion by Mr. Campse.t, of Ten- 
nessec, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuerspay. December 19. 


The Prestpnnr communicated a resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of Vermont, confirm- 
ing, on the part of the State, the resolution for 
an amendment to the Constitution respecting ti- 
tles of nobility; which was read. 

A message from the [louse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the [Iouse recede from 
their disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act for the ap- 
portionment of Representatives among the seve- 
ral States, according to the third enumeration.” - 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional mil- 
itary force; and the motion made the 17th inst. 
to strike out the word “ten,” section one, line 
three, was determined in the negative—yeas 12, 
nays 21, as follows: i 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Brent, Camp- 
bell of Ohio, Campbell of 'Tennessee, Condit, Craw- 
ford, Cutts, Franklin, Lambert, Smith of New York, 
and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Dana, Gaillard, Ger- 
man, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, 
Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Robinson, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Turner, and Varnum. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. ; 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill appropriating a sum of money 
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time? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | the bill for the establishment of a quartermaster’s 
Whole, the bill for the establishment of a quar- | department, correctly engrossed; and the bill was 
termaster’s department; and, on the question, | read the third time. 


Shall this bill be engrossed and read the third 
time? it was determined in the affirmative. 
The following Message was reccived from the 


On motion, it was agreed to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill until Monday next. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


PRESIDENT or Tne Unxrrep Starrs: | Whole, the bill authorizing the President of the 
To the Senate and House of : United States to raise certain companies of spies 
Representatives of the United States : ‘or rangers, for the protection of the frontier of 


I lay before Congress two letters received from Gov- į; the United States; and the bill was amended; 


H 


ernor Harrison, of the Indiana Territory, reporting the; and the President reported it to the House ac- 
particulars and the issue of the expedition under his į cordingly. 


command, of which notice was taken in my communi-; Qn the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
cation of November Sth. and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 


_ While it is deeply lamented that so many valuable | mined in the affirmative. 

lives have been lost in the action which took place on The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
the 7th ultimo, Congress will sce, with satisfaction, the | Whole, the bill extending the time of certain pa- 
dauntless spirit and fortitude victoriously displayed by ; tents granted to Robert Fulton ; and, ca motion, 


every description of the troops engaged, as well as the | by Mr. Genman. it was agreed to postpone the 
collected firmness which distinguished their command- | nher eonsideration thereof until Monda next 
er, on an occasion requiring the utmost exertions ofj y p 


valor and discipline Mr. WORTHINGTON presented the petition of 
It may reasonably be expected that the good effects | Submit R. Strong, widow of Major Elijah Strong, 


d 


4 a t 
of this critical defeat and dispersion of a combination | late of the Army of the United States. on behalf 
of savages, which appears to have been spreading to a | of herself and three infant children 3 stating that 
greater extent, will be experienced not only in a cessa- | her husband, while in the service ot the United 
tion of the murders and depredations committed on; States, died of a malignant fever, leaving her and 
our frontier, but in the prevention of any hostile incur- | his children in very indigent circumstances; and 
sions otherwise to have been apprehended. praying that the half-pay, or peusion, that would 

The families of those brave and patriotic citizens | have been allowed the representatives of the de- 
who have fallen in this severe conflict, will, doubtless, ; ceased, had he died by a wound or wounds, re- 
engage the favorable attention of Congress. ceived in actual service, may be extended to her, 
i JAMES MADISON. | for reasons stated at large in the petition; which 

Wasurnaron, Dec. 18, 1811. was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Message and letters referred to were read,} Mr. W., also, presented the petition of Amos 
and ordered to-lie on the table. Spafford, statiog that he hath improved a certain 
portion of the public land near the foot of the 
rapids, on the south side of the Miami, and pray- 
ing that a law may be passed permitting him to 
locate a quarter section of land, covering his im- 
provements, at the price of other public lands, 
when exposed to sale; fur reasons stated at large 


Fripay, December 20. 


Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, reported the 
bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional mil- 
itary force, correctly engrossed ; and the bill was 

| read the third time, and the blanks filled. On the | jn the petition. 
question, Shall this bill pass ? it was determined Mr. W., also, presented the petition of Lewis 
in the affirmative—yeas 26, nays 4, as follows: Bond and others, residing on the Miami river, 
Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell | praying that they may be confirmed in their pos- 
of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, | sessions of certain lands therein mentioned. for 
Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, German, Gilman, Gregg, | reasons stated at large in the petition; and the 
petitions were severally read. 


Horsey, Howell, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Ordered, That they be severally referred to the 
committee appointed the 14th of November, to 


_ and Worthington. 
sa a g © p H . . « = ` 

Naxs—Messrs. Dana, Goodrich, Hunter, and Lam- inquire if any, and, if any, what, farther provis- 

ions or alterations are necessary for the distribu- 


bert. 

| On motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, it was agreed | tion of the public lands of the United States, to 
to amend the title of the bill, by striking out the | consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 
| words "for a limited time.” 

| - So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and that 
| the title thereof be “An act to raise an additional 
| anilitary force.” 

) Mr. Gruman, from the committee, reported the 
| bill appropriating a sum of money for procuring 
= munitions of war, correctly engrossed; and the 
| bill was read the third time. 

, + On motion, by Mr. Crawroun, it was agreed to 


Monpay, December 23. 

Mr. Coxprr presented the petition of Abram 
Ogden, of Elizabethtown, in the State of New 
Jersey, stating that he hath constructed a boat, to 
be propelled by steam, at a considerable expense, 
aud praying that the bill pending in the Senate 
ou ihis subject may not pass, fur reasons stated at 
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The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill extending the time of certain pa- 
tents granted to Robert Fulton; and, on motion, 
by Mr. Crawrorp, it was agreed that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed until to-mor- 
row. 


Tcespay, December 24. 


Mr. German presented the memorial of Gouv- 
erneur Morris, and others, commissioners, ap- 


pointed by an act of the Legislature of the State | 


of New York, for the consideration of all matters 
relating to the opening a canal navigation between 
the great Lakes and Hudson’s river, praying the 
co-operation and aid of Congress in the contem- 
plated work, for reasons stated at large in the 
memorial; which was read, and referred to the 


tection of the frontier of the United States, cor- 
rectly engrossed ; and the bill was read the third 


time, and the blanks were filled. On motion by 
Mr. Worraincron, it was agreed, by unanimous 
consent, to amend the bill, by inserting, in sec-, 
i tion one, line eight. of the printed bill, after the, 
| word “necessary,” the following words:” not. 
| exceeding six ;” and, 
| Resolved, That this bil! pass, and that the title 
| thereof be “An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to raise certain companies of 
| rangers for the protection of the frontier of the 
United States.” . 
Mr. Gitman, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of - 
i Jobn Burusham,” reported it without amendment.. 
The Senate resumed the third reading of the 
| bill for the establishment of a quartermaster’s 
f department; and the blanks were filled; and, on 
motion by Mr. Brent, it was agreed that the ` 
i further consideration of the bill be postponed un- 
til Thursday next. : 
| Mr. Campsecs, of Tennessee, presented the 


committee to whom was referred, on the 6th inst, | resulutions of the Legislature of the State of Ten- 
M el . . kag . . 

the memorial of the President and Managers of nessee, disapproving of, and dissenting from, the 

the Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania, with | amendment to the Constitution of the United 


the addition of two members, to consider and re- 
port theroon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
Crawrorn and German were added to the com- 
mittee. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presivent or run Unrren rares: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I communicate to Congress copies of an act of the 
Legislature of New York, relating to a canal from the 
great Lakes to Wudson’s river. In making the com- 
munication, I consult the respect due to that State, in 
whose behalf the commissioners appointed by the act 
have placed it in my hands for the purpose. 

Tho utility of canal navigation is universally admit- 
ted. It ix not leas certain, that scarcely any country 
offers more extensive opportunities for that branch of 
improvements than the United States; and none, per- 
haps, inducements equally persuasive to make the most 
of them. The particular undertaking contemplated by 
the State of New York, which marks an honorable 
spirit of enterprise and comprises objects of national 
as well as more limited importance, will recall the atten- 
tion of Congress to the signal advantages to be derived 
tothe United States trom a general system of internal 
communication and conveyance ; and suggest to their 
consideration whatever steps may be proper, on their 
part, towards its jutroduction and accomplishment, 
As some of those advantages have an intimate con- 
nexion with arrangements and exertions for the gen- 
eral security, it is at a period calling for these that the 
merits of such a system will be seen in the strongest 
lights. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasurxcron, December 23, 1811. 


The Message and documents therein referred 
to were read; and referred to the committee last 
mentioned, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Girman, from the committee, reported the 
bili authorizing the President of the United States 


States, proposed by the Legislature of the State 
of Massachusetts, June 19, 1809, respectiog em- 
bargoes and commercial restrictions: also, from 
the amendment to the Constitution of the United 
i States, proposed by the Legislature of the State 
of Virginia, on the 43th January, 1808, respecting 
‘the removal from office of the Senators in Con- 
gress of the United States, by a vote of the respect- 
ive State Legislatures: also, from the amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, as pro- 
posed by the Legislature of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, April 3d, 1809, “tbat an impartial tribunal 
may be established, to determine disputes between. 
the General and State governments;” and approv- ' 
ing of, and agreeing to, the amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, proposed by 
Congress, respecting titles of nobility. And the 
resolutions were read, 


Fripay, December 27. 


The Presipent communicated the memorial of 
certain citizens and inhabitants of the Territory 
of Michigan, stating their very exposed situation ` 
in the vicinity of the Indians, and requesting the 
interposition of Government for their protection; 
and the memorial was read. 

The Prestvent also communicated the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of the Indiana Territory, 
praying grants of land, respectively, to the legal 
representatives of such officers and soldiers as fell 
in the late action under Governor Harrison's 
command, some of whom had heretofore made 
locations of land, partial payments, and improves 
ments thereon; also, to each cf the surviving 
officers and soldiers of said corps such donation 
in land as Congress may deem expedient; and 
the memorial was read. 

Mr. German presented the memorial of Isaiah 
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Townsend, and others, stating that, int 
1811, the memorialists, at great expense, built two 
boats, under conviction that they had a right 
thereto by the existing laws of the United States, 
for the purpose of plying between New York and 
Albany, and which they have done successfully ; 
and praying a bill on the subject of steamboats, 
now before the Senate, may not pass, for reasons 
stated at large in the memorial; which was 
read, and ordered to be printed for the use of the 


To the Senate und House o 
Representatives Pihi United States - 

I lay before Congress copies of resolutions entered 
into by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, which have 
been transmitted to me, with that view, by the Gov- 
ernor of that State, in pursuance of one of the said 
resolutions. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasninetox, December 27, 1811. 

The Message and resolutions therein referred 
to were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Leir presented the memorial of Oliver 
Evans, stating that the memorialist verily be- 


- lieves himself to be the original popa of steam- 


boats and steam-wagons in the United States, 
(Doctor Franklin only excepted ;) and that he 
conceives his patent, dated February 14, 1804, 
secured to him the right to use his engine for 
boats, mills, and land carriages, and praying to 
be Jeft in full possession of those rights, for rea- 
sons stated at large in the memorial; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, by Mr. Luoyp, it was agreed that 
the further consideration of the bill for the estab 
lishment of a quartermaster’s department be post- 
poned until Tuesday next. 


Monpay, December 30. 


Mr. Howe t presented the petition of Nathan- 
ie) Smith, naval officer for the district of Provi- 
dence, praying additional compensation for his 
services, for reasons stated at large therein; and 
the petition was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. HoweLL, Grease, and 
Drapvey, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to continue in force, for a 
further time, the first section of the act, entitled 
‘An act further to protect the commerce and sea- 
men of the United States against the Barbary 
Powers ;” also a bill, entitled “An act directing 
the terms on which the lands sold at public salce, 
and that revert for failure in payment, shall again 
be sold;” in which bills they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Bayarp presented the petition of the Presi- 
dent and Trustees of the Philadelphia and Wil- 
mington Steamboat Company, stating that they 
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| profits; that a boat of the size and form contem- 
| plated would be subjectto the same rules and 
| regulations as if employed in the foreign or coast- 


appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, asin Committee of the 
Whole, the bill extending the time of certain pat- 
ents granted to Robert Fulton; and the bill was 

j amended, and the President reported it to the 
House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative, 

Mr. Camprent, of Ohio, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entided “An act to 
authorize the laying out and opening a public 
road from the line established by the treaty of 
Greenville to the North Bend, in the State of 
Ohio,” reported it without amendment. 

| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 

Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
John Burnham ;” and, on the question, Shall this 
bill be read a third time? it was determined in 
| the negative. 

Mr. Braptry submitted the following motion 

| for consideration : 
j Resolved, That the members of this House will wear 
| crape on the left arm for one month, in testimony of 


the national respect and sorrow for the unfortunate 
persons who perished in the city of Richmond, in Vir- 
ginia, on the night of the 26th of the present month. 

The Presipenr communicated the resolution 
of the Legislative Council and House of Represen- 
tatives of the Mississippi Territory, approving the 
course pursued by the General Government to- 
wares the belligerent Powers of Europe, and 
pledging themselves to “support the Administra- 
tion thereof in its efforts to obtain justice from 
offending nations.” The resolution was read, 
and is as follows: 

Resolved by the Legislative Council and House of 
Representatives of the Mississippi Terrilury, in Gen- 
eral Assembly convened, ‘That the ensbarrassments and 
difficulties under which the United States have for 
many years labored have been caused by the injustice 
of foreign nations and of domestic faction. That the 
late and present Administrations of the General Gov- 
ernment have, in our opinion, pursned a wise, impar- 
tial, and just course towards the belligerent Powers of 
Europe, and such as ought to conciliate and unite the 
affections of every American citizen. That the cor- 
respondence just published between the American Sec- 
retary of State and Mr. Foster, the British Envoy, af- 
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etermi-| The bills last brought up for concurrence were 
nation of Great Britain to continue to violate her most | read, and passed to the second reading. 

sacred pledges, to trifle with the American nation, and Mr. FRANKLIN presented the resolutions of the 
to persevere ina course of unjust and hostile measures | General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, 
towards the commerce, the Government, and the honor | approving the sentiments contained in the Mes- 
of the United States. ‘(hat the late Message of the | sage of the President of the United States to Con- 
President of the United States to both Houses of Con- in 


Si ; ~ | gress at the opening of the present session, and 
gress breathes the true spent Meelinge ol the Ameri- | resolving, unanimously, that they will cheerfully 
can people. That we will support the Administration | co-operate with the General Government in the 


of the General Government, in its efforts to obtain jus- | ; y 
: mny ; : . H cution of such measures 
tice from offending nations, with our lives and fortunes, | prompt and effectual execution c 


and for which we pledge our sacred honors. { as may be deemed best eune: to eee? ie 
Resolved, That the President of the Council and ; interest and secure the union, ierty, E a 
Speaker of the House of Representatives be requested | pendence of the United States; and the resolu- 
to cause four copies of these resolutions to be made out, : Hons were read. i 
one of which shall be transmitted to the President of! Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
the United States, one to the President of the Senate, | bill extending the time of certain patents granted 
one to the Speaker of the House of Representatives of ! to Robert Fulton correctly engrossed; and the 
the United States, and one to our delegate in Congress. i bill was read the third time. 


_ COWLES MEAD, | On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
Speaker of the House of Reps. | determined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 4, 
A. MONTGOMERY, |as follows: 


President Legislative Council. 


; . ¥Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
| Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Cutts, Gaillard, Gil- 
Terspay, December 31. i man, Gregg, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Robin- 
On motion of Mr. Leis, one of the majority, it} son, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, 
Was agreed to reconsider the bill, entitled “An act | Taylor, Varnum, and Worthington. 
for the relief of John Burnham ;” and, on motion, | Naxs—Messrs, Dana, Franklin, German, and Lloyd. 
by Mr. Gruca, the further consideration thereof! The bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force 
was postponed to Thursday next. | for a further time the first section of the act, en- 
Mr. Braotey called up the motion made yes- | titled ‘An act further to protect the commerce 
terday on the subject; and, on his motion, it was | and seamen of the United States against the Bar- 
| 
f 


amended and agreed to as follows: | bary Powers? was read the second time, and re- 

Resolved, That the members of this House will ; ferred to a select committee to consider and re- 
wear crape on the left arm for one month, in tes- port thereon; and Messrs. Brapuey, Luoyp, and 
timony of the condolence and sorrow of the Sen- Dana, were appointed the committee. 
ate for the calamitous event by which the Chief} The bill, entitled “ An act directing the terms 
Magistrate of the State of Virginia, and so many | on which lands sold at public sale, and that re- 
of her citizens, perished by fire, in the city of | vert for failure of payment, shall again be sold,” 
Richmond, on tue night of the 26th of the pres- f was read the second time, and referred to the 
ent month, committee appointed the 14th November, to in- 

The Presinent communicated the memorial of quire if any, and, if any, what, further provis- 
the House of Representatives of the Indiana Ter- j ions or alterations are necessary for the disposi- 
ritory, approving the conduct and praying the | tion of the public lands of the United States, to 
reappointment of Governor Harrison. And the! consider and report thereon. 
memorial was read, The Senate resumed the bill for the establish- , 

The Presiounr also communicated their me- | ment of a quartermaster’s department. and 
morial, praying Congress to admit the Territory,| fesolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
as a free and independent State, into the Union: j thereof be “An act for the establishment of a 
also, their memorial, praying the office of sheriff | quartermaster’s department.” 
may be elective, for reasons therein stated at large;} The Senate resumed the bill, entitled “An act 
and the memorials were read, and severally re- | to authorize the laying out and opening a public 
ferred to a select committee, to consist of five! road from the line established by the Treaty of 
members, tu consider and report thereon by bill! Greenville to the North Bend, in the State of 
or otherwise; and Messrs. WORTHINGTON, GREGG, | Ohio ;” and the bill was ordered to the third 
Lern, FRANSLIN, and CAMPBELL, of ‘Tennessee, | reading. 
were appointed the committee, 

A. message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An aet for the revision of former | The Prasipexr communicated the report of the 
confirmations, and for confirming certain claims Secretary of the Navy on the expenditures and 
to land in the district of Kaskaskia; also, a bill, | application of moneys drawn from the Treasury, 
entitled “An act providing for the more conveni- i from the Ist of October, 1810, to the 30th Sep- 
ent taking of affidavits and bail in civil causes de- | tember, 1811, inclusive; made in obedience to 
pending in the courts of the United States;” in | the first section of the act, pa$sed 3d March, 1809, 
which bills they desire the concurrence of thel entitled “An act further to amend the several 
Senate. l acts for the establishment and regulation of the 
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and Navy Departments.” 


| Treasury, War, And 
| the report was read. i 
| The bill, entitled “An act for the revision of 
| former confirmations, and for confirming certain 
claims to lands in the district of Kaskaskia,” was 
‘read the second time, and referred to the com- 
| mittee appointed on the 14th November, to in- 
| quire ifany, and, ifany, what, further provisions 
or alterations are necessary for the disposition of 
| the public lands of the United States, to consider 
j and report thereon. 
' The bill, entitled “An act providing for the 
more convenient taking of affidavits aud bail in 
| civil causes depending in the courts of the Uni- 
“ ted States,” was read the second time. 

On motion, by Mr. GREGG, it was agreed that 
the further consideration of the bilt appropriating 
a sum of money for procuring munitions of war 
be postponed until Monday next. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the lay- 
ing out and opening a public road from the line 
l established by the Treaty of Greenville to the 
i North Bend, in the State of Ohio,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 


Fripay, January 3. 

t The Prestpenr communicated the report of the 
i- Secretary for the Department of War, made in 
obedience to the first section of the act, entitled 
“An act further to amend the several acts for the 
4 establishment of the Treasury, War, and Navy 
! Departments,” passed the third day of March, 
1809; and the report was read. 

The bill, entitled “An act providing for the 
“more convenient taking of affidavits and bail in 
 eivil causes depending in the courts of the United 
| States,” was referred to a select committee, to 
į consider and report thereon; and Messrs. BRAD- 
Ley, Goonrica, and Hunrer, were appointed the 
oF committee. 


Monnay, January 6. 
_. The Presmmenr communicated the report of the 
: Secretary for the Department of War on the ex- 
į penditure of the moneys appropriated for the 
-contingent expenses of the Military Hstablish- 


the fifth section of the act of the 3d of March, 
, 1809, entitled “An act to amend the several acts 
ay for the establishment and regulation of the Trea- 
af sury, War, and Navy Departments ;” and the 

(j report was read. 

* The Presipent also communicated the report 
of the Sceretary for the Department of the Trea- 
: sury, made in conformity with the sixth section 
of the act passed on the Ist of May, 1810, enti- 

‘tled “An act fixing the compensation of public 


į, Barbary, and for other purposes ;” and the report 
: was read. 

. Mr. Smitu, of New York, presented the peti- 
tion of William Sullivan and others, inhabitants 
of the Territory of Louisiana, praying the pas- 
sage of a law which will admit them into what 


ment for the year 1811, exhibited in pursuance of 


- Ministers and Consuls residing on the coast of 


is denominated the second grade of Territorial 
government, for reasons stated at large in the 
petition; which was read. 


Mr. Worratncron communicated a resolution 


of the Legislature of the State of Ohio, request- 
ing their Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress to use their exertions in favor of a law 
providing for running and designating the north- 
crn and western boundary lines of that State ; 
also, their resolution approving the vigilance and 
promptitude of their Representatives in Congress 
in their scasonable application to the United 
States for a supply of arms for the use of the 
militia of that State; and, if the object is not 
yet obtained, requesting them to continue their 


exertions to procure the same; and the resolu- 
tions were read. 


Mr. Luoyo presented the petition of Henry 


Hubbard, of the city of New York, merchant, 
stating that he has a very large sum of money 
due to him from a planter in the British colony 
of Demarara, arising from debts contracted prior 
to the year 1807. 


That in the year 1810, for the 
purpose of securing the amount of bis claims, he 


went to Demarara; and, in order to attain that 
object, agreed to receive payment by shipments 


to this country of the produce of that colony. 
That, by the present laws of the United States, 
prohibiting importations from British culonies, he 
is prevented from receiving payment as specified 
above, and praying relief; and the petition was 
read, and referred to the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 12th of November, the petition 
of J. and Is. Phillips and others, to consider and 
report thereon by bili or otherwise. 

Mr. Busp presented the petition of Thomas 
Streshly and William Streshly, formerly coilect- 
ors of the excise in the State of Kentucky, pray- 
ing Commissioners may be appointed to settle 
their accounts with the United States, on equita- 
ble principles, or that they may be allowed cer- 
tain credits exhibited by them, for reasons stated 
at large in the petition; which was read and re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
Birn, Bayar, and Horsey, were appointed the 
committee. ` 


Tvusspay, January 7. 


Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Message of 
the President of the United States as relates to the 
evasions and infractions of the commercial laws 
thereof, reported, in part, a bill in addition to the 
act, entitled “An act supplementary to the act. 
entitled ‘An act concerning the commercial inter- 
course between the United States and Great 
Britain and France. and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes ;” and the hill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Vannum presented the petition of John 
Cutts and others, inhabitants of the towns of Kit- 
tery, Elliot, and Berwick, ia the State of Massa- 
chusetts, praying the bill to annex the towns of 
Kittery, Elliot, and Berwick, to the district of 
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Portsmouth, pending before the Senate, may not 
pass, for reasons stated at large in the petition ; 
which was read; and referred to the committee 
appointed the 9th of December last, to consider 
.the bill mentioned in the petition, and report 
thereon. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “Au act to raise an additional 
military force,” with amendments, in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The amendments of the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill, entitled “An act to raise an ad- 

. ditional military force,’ were read, and ordered 
to be printed for the use of the Senate and be 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of John Burnham ;” and resolved 
that the bill pass. 

The following Message was received fiom the 
PRESIDENT OF. THE UNITED STATES: 

To the Senate and House of . 
, Representutives of the United States: . 

T lay before Congress, for their information, a report | 
of the Director of the Mint. 

JAMES MADISON. 


p January 7, 1812, 

And the Message and report were read. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the- Message 
of the President of the United States as relates 
to the evasions and infractions of the commercial 
laws thereof, reported, in part, a bill supplemen- 
tary to the act, entitled “An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage ;” and 
the bill was read, and passed to a second reading. 


inde Wenpnespay, January 8. 

The bill in addition to the act, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the. act, entitled ‘An act 
concerning the commercial intereourse between 
the United States and.Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes,” 
was read the second time. 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act to regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage,” was read the second time. 

. Mr. Worrarneton, from the committee to 
whom was referred the hill. entitled “An act 
. directing the terms on which lands sold at public 
sale, and that revert for failure in payment, shall 
again be sold,” reported it without amendment. 

‘A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing the purchase 
of ordnance and ordnance stores, camp equipage, 
and other quartermaster’s stores and small arms;” 
also, a bill, entitled “An act to empower the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to decide on the case of 
the ship Eliza Ann, belonging. to Ezekiel Hub- 
bel ;? in which bills they desire the concurrence 
of the Senate. The bills last mentioned were 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the 


bill, entitled “An act to raise an additional mili- 
tary force:” and, on the question to agree to the 
amendment to the first section, in the following ` 
words: p 

“ Provided, however, That commissioned officers for- . 
six only of the said regiments shall be appointed, un- 
til three-fourths of the privates requisite to complete 
such six regiments have been enlisted, when the com- 
missioned officers for the remaining seven regiments 
shall be appointed :” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 3, 
nays 24, as iollows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bradley, Lambert, and Smith, of 
New York. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Cutts, Dana, Franklin, Gaillard, Ger- 
man, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and Worthington. 

On the question to agree to the amendment, 
by adding the twenty-fifth section, in the follow- 
ing words: 

“Src. 25. And be it further enacted, That the ofii- 
cers who may be appointed ‘in virtue of this act shall - 
respectively continuc in commission during such term 
only as the President shall judge requisite for the 
publie service; and that it shall be lawful for the 
President to discharge the whole or any part of the 
troops which may be raised under the authority of this | 
act, whenever he shall judge the measure consistent 
with the public welfare :” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 1, 
nays 25, as follows: 

Y¥xa—Mr. Lambert. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, 
Cutts, Dana, Franklin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, 
Pope, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New 
York, Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Senate agree 
to all the amendments to the said. bill except to 
the proviso in the first section, and to the three 
additional sections; to which they disagree. - 

The Presipenr communicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of the Navy, 
in compliance with the fifth section of the “Act 
to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, 
passed the 21st of April, 1806 ;” also, his report, 
comprehending contracts made by the Navy De- 
partment during the year 18115; prepared in obe- 
dience to the act, entitled “ An act further to 
amend the several acts for the establishment and 
regulation of the Treasury, War, and Navy De- 
partments.” And the reports were read. 


Tucrspay, January 9. 

The bill, entided “ An act authorizing the pur- 
chase of ordnance and ordnance stores, camp 
equipage, and other quartermaster’s stores and 
small arms,” was read the second time, and're- 
ferred to the committee to whom was referred, 
the 8th of Novemiber. so much of the Message of 
the President of the United States as concerns ` 
the relations between the United States and 
France and Great Britain, to consider and report 
thereon. 
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The bill, entitled “An act to empower the 
Secretary of the Treasury to decide on the case 
of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel 
Hubbel,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. Goopricu, Luoyp, and 
ANDERSON, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Smith, of .Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Message 
of the President of the United States as relates 
to the evasions and infractions of the commer- 
cial laws thereof, reported, in part, a bill to pro- 
hibit the importation of rum, taffia, or other spir- 
ituous liquor, distilled from sugar cane, sugar, or 
molasses, during the continuance of the act, en- 
titled “ An act concerning the commercial inter- 
course between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain and France, and their dependencies, and for 
other purposes.” And the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


terms on which lands sold at public sale, and that 
revert for failure in payment, shall again be sold.” 

Ordered, That it pass to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed. as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill in addition to the act, entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An 
act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, aud for other 
purparee 3? and, on motion by Mr. Smrra, of 

Maryland, it was agreed thatit be made the order 
of the day for Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage; and the bill was 
amended; and, on motion, by Mr. Bran ey, it 
was agreed that the further consideration thereof 
be the order of the day for Monday next. 


Frivay, January 10. 


. A message from the House of Representatives 
j informed the Senate that the House recede from 
all their amendments, disagreed to by the Senate, 
| to the bill, entitled “ An act to raise an additional 
military force,” except the second of the new 
sections proposed, on which they insist. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment to the said bill, insisted on by the House 
fof Representatives; and, on motion, by Mr. Pops, 
4 the Senate receded from their disagreement to 
the said amendment, and agreed thereto. 

The PRESIDENT communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of Navy. on the 
4 subject of the Navy Pension Fund; and the re- 
Ñ port was read. 

W =| The bill to prohibit the importation of rum, 
taffia, or other spirituous liquor, distilled from 
sugar-cane, sugar, or molasses, during the contin- 
uance of the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
$ States and Great Britain and France, and their 
-dependencies, and for-other purposes,” was read 
ea the second time. 
12th Con. Ist Sess.—4 


Whole, the bill, entitled “An act directing the. 


The bill, entitled “ An act directing the terms 
on which lands sold at public sale, and that revert 
for failure in payment, shall again be sold,” was 
read the third time, and passed. A 

On motion. by Mr. Frankuin, . i 

Ordered, That the bill for appropriating a sum 
of money for procuring munitions of war, be re- 
committed to the committee who brought in the 
bill, and who have under consideration the bill 
from the House of Representatives on the same 
subject, further to consider and report thereon. 


Monpay, January 13. 


Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
purchase of ordnance and ordnance stores, camp 
equipage, and other quartermaster’s stores and 
small arms,” reported it without amendment, 

Mr. Leis presented the memorial of Joha Bio- 
ren and others, on printing the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, upon conditions therein stated ; and 
the memorial was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Leis, Goooricu, and 
Horsey were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill in addition to the act, entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘Ar 
act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes; ” and Mr. Smita, of Maryland, pro- 
posed an amendment to the bill; which was 
read; and, on motion, by Mr. LLoy», it was 
agreed that the further consideration of the bill, 
together with the amendment, be post oned to, 
and be made the order of the day for, Wednes- 
day next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage; and Mr. LLOYD, 
proposed an amendment to the bill ; and, on mo- 
tion, by Mr. Bron, it was agreed that the further 
consideration of the bill, together with the amend- ` 
mient, be postponed to, and be the order of the 
day for, Wednesday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to prohibit the importation of 
rum, taflia, or other spirituous liquor distilled from 
sugar-cane, sugar, or molasses, during the con- 
tinuance of the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, und their 
dependencies, and for other purposes;” and, on 
motion, by Mr. Luoyv, the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury was directed to lay before the Senate 
a statement of the quantity of rum imported into 
the United States during the year ending Sep- 
tember 30th, 1811; where imported and from 
whence; and it was agreed to postpone the con- 
sideration of the bill uatil Wednesday next. 

On motion, by Mr. Gites, the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the purchase of ordnance and 
ordnance stores, camp equipage,and other quarter- 
master’s stores and small arms,” was read the 
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Messrs. Bibb, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Dana, 
Franklin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, 
Reed, Smith of Maryland, Tait, Varnum, and Worth- 
ington. 

So it was unanimously resolved that this bill 

ass. 
ay message from the House of Representatives 
informed ‘the Senate that the House have passed 
‘a bill, entitled “ An act to alter the time of hold- 
ing the district courts .of the United States for 
the North Carolina district ;? in which bill they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading, © 


Touespay, January 14. 

The Presipext communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of the Treasury, 
exhibiting the sums respectively paid to each 
clerk in the several offices of that department for 
services rendered in the year 1811; made in obce- 
dience to the provisions of the act of April 21, 
1806, to regulate and fix the compensation of 
clerks; and the report was read. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to alter the time of 
holding the district courts of the United States 
for the North Carolina district,” was read the 
second time, and referred to a select committee, 
. to consider and report thereun; ‘and Messrs. 
Frankin, Horsey, and Luoyp, were appointed 
the committee. 


Weownespay, January 15. 


The Paesipenr communicated the report of 
the Postmaster General relative to public con- 
tracts ; also, on the salaries allowed to the clerks 
of that department during. the year 1811; and 
the reports were severally read. oe 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to prohibit the importation of rum, 
taffia, or other spirituous liquor distilled from 
sugar-cane, sugar, or molasses, during the contin- 
uance of the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France. and their 
dependencies, and for other purposes,” together 
with the amendment proposed thereto; and, on 
motion, by Mr. Luoyp, it was agreed that the 
further consideration thereof be postponed until 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. FRANKLIN, from the committee, to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to alter the 
time of holding the district courts of the United 
States for the North Carolina district,” reported 
the bill without amendment, and it was ordered 
to the third reading. 


Tuurspay, January 16. 


The bill, entitled * An act to alter the time of 
holding the district courts of the United States 


Senate and. House of 
Representatives of the United States - 

I communicate to Congress a letter from the Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great 
Britain to the Secretary of State, with the answer of 
the latter. 

The continued evidence afforded in this correspond- 
ence, of the hostile policy of the British Government 
against our national rights, strengthens the considera- 
tions recommending and urging the preparation of 
adequate means for maintaining them. 

JAMES MADISON. 

WASHINGTON, Junuury 16, 1812. 


The Message and documents enclosed were 


To the 


read, and referred to the committee to whom was 
j referred, on the 8th of November last. so much of 


the Message of the President of the United States 
as concerns the relations between the United 
States and France and Great Britain, to consider 
and report thereon; and five hundred copies 
thereof ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

The following Message was also received from 
the Presivent or the UNITED STATES: 
To the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States - 

I transmit to Congress an account of the contingent 
expenses of the Government for the year 1811, incur- 
red on the occasion of taking possession of the territory 


| limited eastwardly by the river Perdido, and amount- 
ling to three thousand three hundred and ninety-six 


dollars. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Wasnineros, January 15, 1812. 


The Message and account therein referred to 
were read. : 

The following Message was also received from 
the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED States: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of 
State complying with their resolution of the 18th of 
November. JAMES MADISON. 

JaxvaRy 16, 1812. 


DEPrARTMENT OF Starz, Jan. 16, 1812. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the Senate requesting information on cer- 
tain points respecting the trade of the United States to 
France, has the honor to report to the President that 
he has examined the files of this Department, and found 
no precise information on the subject of the said reso- 
lution, which has not been heretofore communicated to 
Congress. That, in consequence thereof, he applied 
to the French Minister for the requisite information, 
who, not possessing it, referred the application to the 
Consul General of France, from whom, as yet, nothing 
has been received, as will more fully appear by the 
accompanying letters, marked A and B. 

It may be proper to observe, that it is generally un- 
derstood, as well from the letters of Mr. Russell, com- 
municated to Congress at the commencement of the 
present session, as from other sources, that the trade 
of the United States to France is subjected to very 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| severe restrictions; but the precise extent and nature 
of them is not distinctly known to this Department. 
The instructions of the Minister of the United States 
at Paris embracing this as well as other subjects, com- 
munications from that source may soon furnish more 
particular information. An expectation of the speedy 
arrival of despatches from France, together with a hope 
that the French Consul General would have been ena- 
bled to throw some light upon the inquiry, have caused 
the postponement of this report until the present time. 
JAMES MONROE. 


A. 
Depantrurnt or STATE, Jan. 4, 1812. 
Sır: When I did myself the honor to submit to you 
a copy of the resolution of the Senate of the United 
States, of the 18th of November last, asking informa- 
tion as to the commercial regulations of France, as they 
applied to the trade of this country, you told me that 
it was not then in your power to give precise inform- 
ation as to these regulations, but that you would obtain 
i it for me from Mr. Lescallier, His Imperial Majesty’s 
‘Consul Generalin Philadelphia. 1 have now the honor 
i ‘to inquire whether Mr. Lescallier has made a report to 
‘you on this subject ; and if he has, to request that you 
will furnish me with the result, as soon as_your con- 
venience will permit. Ihave the honor, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Mr. SERRURIBR, &c. : 


: B. 

Wasarnerox, January 5, 1812. 
à Sim: The documents for which the Senate called 
4 upon you not being in my possession, in consequence 
3 of the desire you manifested to obtain them from me, 
I charged the Consul General, to procure them for me. 
d Ihave not yet received his answer. It would not be 
W extraordinary if Mr. Lescallier should not have the 
4 tariff, inasmuch as it is of little use to the French in 
| this country. But I wrote to Paris at the time of our 
2 first conversation on this subject. 


# I will immediately renew my application to the Con- 
sul General, arid from whatever source I may derive the 

l information required, I will hasten to transmit it to you. 

i - I beg you, sir, to receive the assurance of my high 

i consideration. 

. The Minister of France: SERRURIER. 

| Mr. Morroz, &c. 


The Message and report were read. 


jon the petition of Moses Austin and John R. 


a Faıipay, January 17. 
4 Mr. Brav.ey, from the committee appointed 


Jones, reported a bill to incorporate Moses Aus- 
į tin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, 
into a company, by the name of the Louisiana 
i Lead Company ; and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
g a bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the President 

| of the United States to accept and organize cer- 
Mi tain volunteer military corps;” in which they 
‘i request the concurrence of the Senate. They 
Shave passed the bill sent from the Senate, enti- 
" dled “An act for the establishment of a quarter- 


master’s department,” with amendments; in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate: 

‘The amendments to the bill last mentioned 
were read ; and ordered to be printed tor the use 
of the Senate. . ; 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion, the bill was read the second time, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. FRANKLIN, VAR- 
num, ANDERSON, Brapiey, and Smitu of Mary- 
land, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Goopricnx, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to-empow- 
er the Secretary of the Treasury to decide on the 
ease of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel 
Hubbel,” reported it with amendments; which 
were read. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT of rae UNITED STATES: 

To the Senate and House of 

~ Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress a letter from the Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Britain 
to the Scerctary of State, with the answer of the latter. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasninerox, January 17, 1812. 


The Message and documents enclosed were 
read. 


Mowpay, January 20. 

The bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John 
Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, in a com- 
pany. was read the second time, and the further 
consideration thereof made the order of the day 
for Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments by the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the establishment 
of a quartermaster’s department ;” and the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, Wednesday next. 


Tuespvay, January 21. 


The PresipenT communicated the report of the 
Secretary for the Department of the Treasury, 
agreeably to the resolution of the Senate of the 
13th instant, “requiring a statement of the quan- 
tity of rum imported into the United States dur- 
ing the year ending September 30, 1310 ;” and 
the report was read. 

The Presineny’ also communicated the report 
of the Secretary for the Department of War, in 
compliance with the fifth section of the act to 
regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, passed 
the 21st of April, 1806, exhibiting the names of 
the clerks employed in the Department in the 
year 1811, with the sums allowed to each; and 
the report was read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage, together with the 
amendments proposed thereto ;” and, on the ques- 
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tion to agree to the amendment to be inserted at 
the end of the fourteenth line, in the following 
words: “unless the claimant or claimants shall 
€ solemnly swear, or affirm, before the collector of 
‘the port where the property may be, that the 
t invoice or invoices have neither been received 
t by him or them, nor by any. other person for his 
íf or their use or behalf:” it was determined in 
the affirmative—ycus 21, nays 1, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bibb, Bradley, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, 
Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and 
Worthington. 

Nax—Mr. Campbell, of Tennessee. 

And the bill having been further amended, the 
PRESIDENT reported it to the House accordingly. 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, and 
read a third time as amended? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
‘Whole, the bill, entitled “An act toempower the 
Secretary of the Treasury to decide on the case 
of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel Hub- 
bel,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and having 
agreed to the amendments, the PRESIDENT re- 
ported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. : 

On motion, by Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, it was 
agreed that the bill to prohibit tbe importation of 
rum, taffia, or other spirituous liquor distilled 


from the sugar cane, sugar, or molasses, during: 


the continuance of the act, entitled “An act con- 
cerning the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain and France, and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes,” be 
made the order of the day for to morrow. 

Mr. Braptey,. from the committee to: whom 
_was referred the petition. of Charlotte [lazun, re- 
ported a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
“An act regulating the grants of land appropri- 
ated for the refugees from the British provinces 
of Canada and Nova Scotia ;” which was passed 
to the second reading. 


Mr. Resp submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a statement, so far 
as the same may be practicable, exhibiting the number 
of ships and vessels, and the amount of tonnage, and 
the several kinds of merchandise, being of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the United States or Ter- 
ritories thereof, exported from thence to any port or 
Place in France subsequent to the repeal of the Berlin 
and Milan decrees ; stating distinctly the duties pay- 
able in the ports of France on each article, before and 
since the repeal of said decrees. 


Wepnzspay, January 22. 
_ The bill supplemementary to the act, entitled 
“An act regulating the grants of land appropri- 
ated for the refugees from the British provinces 


of Canada and Nova Scotia,” was read the sec- 
ond time. i 

Mr. GiıLman, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to em- 
power the Secretary of the Treasury to decide on 
the case of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Eze- 
kie} Hubbel,” correctly engrossed; and the bill 
was read the third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 
and that the title thereof be “An act to empower 
the Secretary of the Treasury to decide on the 
case of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel 
Hubbel, and the case of the ship Mary and Fran- 
ces, belonging io Nathaniel Goddard.” 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill was 
read the third time, and the further consideration 
thereof postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. FRANKLIN communicated a letter from the 
Governor of the State of North Carolina, with 
an authenticated copy of an act of the General 
Assembly of that State, ratifying an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, proposed 
by Congress to the Legislatures of the several 
States; relative to titles of nobility; and the letter 
and act were read. 

Mr, Bayar, from the committee appointed to 
consider the subject, reported a bill to promote 
the progress of science and useful arts by secur- 
ing, for a limited time, to inventors, the ex- 


clusive right to their respective discoveries; ` 


and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 


The Senate resumed the motion made yester- . 


day by Mr. Reep; and the motion having been 
amended, the further consideration thereof was 
postponcd to, and ‘made the order of the day for, 
the second Monday in February next. 


The following Message was received from the + 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

At the request of the Legislature of New Jersey, È 
communicate to Congress copies of its resolutions trans- 
mitted by the Governor of that State. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Januany 22, 1812. 

The Message and resolutions therein referred 
to were read. 


Tururspay, January 23. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the establishment of 
a quartermaster’s department ;” and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the biil in addition to the act, entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An 
act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other pur- 
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poses,” together with the amendment proposed ; 
and, having agreed thereto, the PRESIDENT re- 
ported the bill to the House accordingly. 

. On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


. Whole, the bill to prohibit the importation of 


_ rum, taffia,.or other spirituous liquor distilled from 
sugar-cane, sugar, or molasses, during the contin- 
mance of the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United 


States and Great Britain and France, and their. 


. dependencies, and for other purposes;” and the bill 
having been amended, the PrestpENT reported it 


| ‘to the House accordingly. 


On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed. 
-and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 


| ‘mined in the negative. 


Fripay, January 24. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
‘amendments of the House of Representatives to 
~the bill, entitled “ An act for the establishment of 


a quartermaster’s department; and the further 


consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
. the order of the day for, Monday next. 

The bill to promote the progress of science and 

. aiseful arts by securing, for a limited time, to in- 

- ventors, the exclusive right to their respective 

discoveries, was read the second time, and made 


| the order of the day for Monday next. 


Mr. Gruman, from the committee, reported the 


l- bill in addition to the. act, entitled “ An act sup- 


plementary to the act, entitled ‘An act concern- 


|. ang the commercial intercourse between the Uni- 


‘ted States and Great Britain and France; and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes,” cor- 
‘rectly engrossed. And, on motion by Mr. Lioyp, 
-the further consideration thereof was postponed 
‘until Tuesday next. 

Mr. Luoyp presented the memorial of Board- 
‘man and Pope, and others, citizens of the United 
‘States and residents of Boston, in the State of 
‘Massachusetts, representing that they are owners 
of the ship American Hero and her cargo eon- 
sisting of the. products of India, purchased at 
‘Madras and Calcutta, not being informed of the 
passing and enforcement of the non-importation 
act, by which their said ship, with her cargo, is 
‘now prohibited from entering the ports of the 
United States, and praying she may be permitted 
-to return to Boston with her cargo, for reasons 
stated at large in the memorial; which was read, 
‘and referred to the committee appointed on the 
26th of November, on the memorial of Howard, 
Fitch, and Lloyd, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise. 


Monay, January 27. f 
Mr. Braptey, from the committee to whom 


į was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to continue 


“dn force for a further time the first section of the 


} act, entitled‘ An act further to protect the com- 


i 


hr 


merce and seamen of the United States against 
the Barbary Powers,” reported it without amend- 
ment, and the bill was ordered to the third 
reading: 

Mr. Frankin, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled.“ An act authorizing 
the President of the United States to accept and 
organize certain volunteer military corps,” re- 
ported the bill with amendments; which were 
read, and the further consideration thereof made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of the President and Trustees 
of the Philadelphia and Wilmington Steamboat 
Company, reported a bill respecting the enrolling 
and licensing of steamboats; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage.” 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the bill was re- 
committed to a select committee, further to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. BAYARD, 
Loyn, and Tayuor, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the establishment of 
a quartermaster’s department.” 

On motion, by Mr. Lets, the bill, together with 
the amendments, was recommitted to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Smıru, of Maryland, Gites, and Lets, 
were appointed the committee. 

The Presipent communicated a letter from 
the Secretary forthe Department of Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the moneys expended 
during the year 1811, for the discharge of miscel- 
laneous claims not otherwise provided for, and a 
statement of the contracts made during that year, 
by or under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and the letter and accompanying doc- 
uments were read. 


Tuespay, January 28. 


The bill respecting the enrolling and licensing 
of steamboats was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill in addition to the act, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to the act, entitled ‘An act concern- 
ing the commercial intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain and France, and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes ;” and 
the bill was read the third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Girman, to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to the first Mon- 
day in June next, it was determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 10, nays 19, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lloyd, Reed, and Tait. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Condit, Crawford, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, Gregg, Howell, Lambert, 
Leib, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 
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On motion, by Mr. LLoyn, to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill to the first Monday 
in March next, it was determined in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 27, nays 2, as follows: 

Yzas-—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, 
Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, and Turner. 

Nays-—Messrs, Varnum and Worthington. 

Mr. Wortuineron, from the committee ap- 
pointed on the subject, reported a bill establish- 
ing a land office; and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force 
for a further time the first section of the act, en- 
titled ‘An act further to protect the commerce 
and seamen of the United States against the Bar- 
bary Powers,” was read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to aecept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. Brantey, the bill supple- 
‘mentary to the act, entitled “ An act regulating 
the grants of land appropriated for the refugees 
from the British Provinces of Canada and Nova 
Scotia,” was recommitted to a select committee, 
further to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
Braptey, Franxxin, and Greaa, were appointed 
the committee. 


+ 
Wenpnespay, January 29. 


` ‘The bill establishing a land office was read the 
second time. 

` A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill; entitled ““An act concerning the Naval 
Establishment,” in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. s R 

Mr. Lers presented the memorial of Matthew 

M’Connell and others, a committee on behalf of 
the surviving officers of the Pennsylvania line of 
the Revolutionary army, praying. the immediate 
decision of Congress on the application of the 
Said officers for remuneration for services during 
the said war; and the memorial was read. . 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The Senate resumed. as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee. 

Mr. GILes rose and opposed at length the bill 
as it came from the House, reserving to himself 
the privilege of acting on the proposed amend- 
ment according to the result of further reflections. 
He believed the bill would be productive of no 
practical efficacy. It proposed a foree which could 


| number of the volunteers to twenty-five thousand, 


not be raised; and if raised, from the short period 
of its service, in the event of serious hostilities, 
would be utterly incompetent to effect the objects 
of those hostilities. The bill would be inopera- 
tive, because, in the States of Massachusetts and 
Vermont, (and he presumed in other States,) no 
power or provision existed by which these vol- 
unteers could be commissioned, so as to perform 
the contemplated service ; and if the Government 
were deprived of the volunteers in Massachusetts 
and Vermont, he did not know where they could 
obtain volunteers for the object which he believed 
all branches of the Government had inview. He 
presumed that the system of volunteers was the 
favorite system of the Government; and this he 
inferred from their having recommended to the 
other House the raising of ten thousand regulars 
only, and from the Message of the President, sent 
in after both Houses had passed the bill for rais- 
ing twenty-five thousand regulars, and communi- 
cating the correspondence between Mr. Foster and 
Mr. Monroe, as a ground for urging Congress to 
persevere in the preparations they were engaged 
in making. The President must, therefore, have 
deemed a volunteer force essential for the con- 
templated service. And here he observed he 
thought, if his correspondence with the British 
Envoy, which afforded evidence of “continued 
hostility” towards us, ‘furnished matter of suffi- 
cient importance to press upon Congress the util- 
ity of hastening their measures of preparation, 
that the other business of the Department of State 
might have been allowed to repose long enough 
for a reply to have been made to Mr. Foster, be- 
fore nearly a mouth had elapsed after the date of 
his letter. He did not advert to this circumstance 
from any want of respect to this Government: + 
he should always treat them with the highest ' 
respect. He should prefer the reduction of the 


rather than the retention of the fifty: thousand, 
because it would increase the momentum of ac- 
tual force, and decrease the expenses, about which 
so much has been said. Surely, he said, he did 
not mean that it would not increase the momen- 
tum of force proposed by the other House, but that 
proposed by the Executive. The Executive had’ 
asked for ten thousand regulars, and fifty thou- 
sand volunteers—in all, sixty thousand men. The 
other House had agreed to give him eigaty-five 
thousand. The proposed amendment would, 
therefore, bring the quantum of force down near- 
ly to the Executive requisition. But the bill pro- 
posed a force which would be utterly inefficient, 
as all other volunteer bills had been. The returns. 
under the thirty thousand voluntecr law, passed 
two or three years ago, were so few, that the Sec- 
retary of War did not register them. He asked, 
how, efficient could that species of force be, of 
which the Chief Magistrate did not think it worth 
while to have a record kept! Iv@was only a for- 
midable display of armies on paper—a tender of 
services—which only produced very handsome 
replies from the President. He did not censure- 
the Secretary of War or the President; very far 
from it; the defect had been in the law. He beg- 
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ged gentlemen to look seriously at the subject. 

Ifa war should ensue, it must be a serious one. 

The responsibility attached to Congress of placing 

an adequate force in the hands of the President 

for the war. Bat, if they passed a law which 

would give the President only a nominal force, 
_ totally incompetent to effect any desirable object, 
` he, for one, should be unwilling to take any share 
` of responsibility on himself. 

_ Mr. G. said, he had been reproached the other 
day with a preference of regulars to volunteers; 
and volunteers were said to be more congenial to 
the Constitution than regular armies. He said 

` that volunteers were not mentioned in the Cou- 
stitution at all—they had never been recommend- 
ed by General WasuincTon, and no law had been 
passed to raise volunteers, until the year after that 
great man left the Administration. They were 
an invention, a theory of modern days. The 
Constitution had authorized armies without ‘re- 
_ striction; the only restriction at least, was to the 
time for which appropriation for their support 
could be made. And with respect to the assertion 
that the Constitution never meant to sanction the 
idea of offensive war, he asked whether it could 
‘not, for one moment, be supposed that the wise fra- 
mers of that instrament, knew that Canada and 
Florida existed on our borders? He said those vir- 
tuous and patriotic men had too much wisdom 
to restrict Congress to defensive war. The idea 
© was absurd; it was one of the fruitful visionary 
notions of the day. Mr. G. objected to this bill, 
_ because he feared it was intended to supersede the 
army. Before he proceeded to demonstrate its 
inefficiency,and the impolicy of short enlistments, 
_he would notice one or two circumstances con- 
nected with the procecdings at this session. He 
_ ‘knew that the world had been very busy in aseri- 
` bing to him motives of hostility to the Adminis- 
- tration. What was the fact? The measures 
which he had advocated would protect the Ad- 
ministration. .The time was coming when its 
character would be tested; and surely efficient 
>` measures, for trying times, would best bring its 
. real character to light. But the language which 
had been indulged in abroad, and here too, was 
calculated to subvert the freedom of discussson 
and deliberation in this body. If a legislature 
^ were of any use at all, it was to exercise its own 
judgment, and aid the other functionaries of the 


himself, and not the measures, constitute the test 
of their wisdom. He never would abandon him- 
self to such a principle; and in supporting any 
measure, should follow the dictates of his own 
judgment, ifhe stood alone and were certain of 
being overwhelmed by popular clamor. He could 
rely upon his own judgment; but he could not 
upon popular opinion, which was as variable as 
the wind. But though he had thus condemned 
the authority of names, he would shelter himself 
under a great name, on the occasion. In his 
youthful political days, he did not now hesitate to 
confess, he had distrusted General Washington as 
a statesman, he had never doubled his patriotism, 
or his talents asa soldier. But when he had felt a 
want of confidence in this great man, as a states- 
man, he had little experience; he was surrounded 
by visionary theories; but from further experi- 
ence, further information, and further reflection, 
although he was not prepared to subscribe to all the 
measures of that gentleman’s administration, he 
was fearful that, “take him all ia all, we shall never 
see his like again.” 

Here Mr. G. made various quotations from 
“Marshall’s Life of Washington,” to show that 
trom the commencement to the end of the Revo- 
lutionary war, our illustrious Com mander-in-Chief 
was convinced of the fatal impolicy of short en- 
listments; that he was urgent in pressing upon 
Congress the necessity ef changing their plan, in 
this respect; and that he imputed the loss and 
failure of the expedition of the brave Montgom- 
ery against Quebec, and various other disasters, 
to the same pernicious principle of short enlist- 
ments, Indeed, said Mr. G., it appears, from this 
history, that short enlistments of our regular 
troops had very nigh strangled our independence 
in its cradle; nothing but a divine interposition 
could have enabled us, under all circumstances, to 
have achieved it. He treated the fears of danger 
to our liberties, from a regular force of thirty-five 
thousand men, as perfectly visionary; and all the 
quotations which had been drawn from history to 
show the dangers of standing armics were inap- 
plicable to the United States. Of whom could our 
army be composed ? Of officers and men who 
were born and raised in the love of liberty; but, 
supposing they should turn their arms against 
their country, could gentlemen seriously appre- 
hend so much danger, when the United States 


. Government, according to the best result of that | had a military force of six hundred thousand 


judgment. formed upon a mature deliberation, | men, with arms in their hands? Was this the 
Desert the standard of your own judgment, Mr. | case with the States of Greece; or with France, 


President, and where will you find fidelity in any 

= other standard ? You are always certain that it 

is faithful; but you are not sq with respect to the 
judgment of your friends. He disclaimed the idea 
‚of subscribing to the infallibility of any men, 

If such doctrine can be adopted it was only ne- 
cessary for this, or that man, to point to his fa- 
vorite measures, and they must be agreed to, 
whether right or wrong. He had always un- 
‘derstood the favorite motto of the Republicans to 
be “ measures and not men,” but this doctrine is 
now inverted. You have only to look at the man, 
and applaud orcondemn the measures. The man 


when Bonaparte usurped the Guvernment? Cer- 
tainly not. The body of the people in Greece 
were slaves. The people of France did not un- 
derstand what liberty was; they had, besides, 
seen blood stream from the beginning to the 
end of the Revolution; they therefore made no re- 
sistance to usurpation and a change of Govern- 
ment; they had no arms in their hands; the Pari- 
sian mob were only to be gained over to the usur- 
per, and things were settled. 

[For a full report of this speech of Mr. Gruss, 
sce Supplemental Speeches at the end of the vol- 
ume. ] 
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Tuerspay, January 30, 


The bill entitled “ An act concerning the Na- 
‘val Establishment,” was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

‘On motion of Mr. Brap try, the bill was read 
the second time. by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the committee to whom was referred, 
on the 8th of November. so much of the Message 
of the President of the United States as concerns 
the relations between the United States and 


Great Britain and France, to consider and report ! 


thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee ; and the bill 
shaving been amended, the Prestpen? reported 
it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to promote the progress of sci- 
ence and useful arts, by securing, for a limited 
time to inventors, the exclusive right to their re- 
spective discoveries; and the bill having been 
amended, the Presipenr reported it to the House 
accordingly; and, on motion of Mr. ANDERSON, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

‘Mr. Anperson presented the memorial of 
Thomas Corcoran and others, citizens of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, stating that 
they had commenced certain improvements in 
the channel of the river Potomac, near that town, 

“but that they were impeded in their progress by 
a legal injunction, on suggestion that they might 
do injury to the bridge lately erected over the 
aforementioned river; and that the petitioners 
are constrained to lay their case again before 
Congress, and to ask their interposition and re- 
lief; and the memorial was read, and referred to 
a select committee, to consist of five members, to 
consider and.report thereon by bill or otherwise; 
and Messrs, ANDERSON, GREGG, Gooprica, SMITH 
of Maryland, and Brapvey, were appointed the 
committee. 


Frinay, January 31. 


The Senate resnmed the consideration of the 
bill to promote the progress of, science and the 
useful arts, by securing, for a limited time, to in- 
ventors, the exclusive right to their respective 
discoveries. And, after debate, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until Monday 
next. 

Mr. GiıLman, from the committee, reported the 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act author- 
izing the President of the United States to accept 
and organize certain volunteer military corps,” 
correctly engrossed; and the bill was read the 
third time as amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Worratneron, that the 


negative. : i 
Resolved, That this bill pass with an amend- 


ment. 


Monpay, February 3. 


The Presipent communicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of War, on the 
contracts made by him in the year 1811, and those 
made by the Purveyor of Public Suppliesfor the 
same year; in compliance with the requisition of 
the fifth section of the act of the 21st of April, 
1808; and the report was read. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1812;” 
also a bill, entitled “An act to alter the times of 
holding the district courts within and for the 
district of Connecticut;” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills last brought up for concurrence were 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE Unirep STATES: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress a report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, containing a statement of proceedings 
under the “Act to regulate the laying out and making 
a road from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to 


the State of Ohio.” 
JAMES MADISON. 
Fesrvary 1, 1812. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read. 

The Senate resumed the bill to promote the 
progress of science and useful arts, by securing, 
for a limited time, to inventors, the exclusive 
right to their respective discoveries; and the bill 
was further amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 


VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS. 


The Presiven'r laid before the Senate a letter 
from the Governor of Virginia, communicating 
the resolutions of the General Assembly of that 
Commonwealth on certain measures of the Gen- 
eral Government, connected with our foreign re- 
lations; which were read, as follows: 


STATE oF Virernia, Jan. 25, 1812. 

The Gencral Assembly of Virginia have beheld, with 
deep sensibility, the flagrant violations which the great 
belligerents of Europe have practised upon the rights 
of neutrality, as established upon the principles of uni- 
versal law, and sanctioned by the acquiescence of the 
whole civilized world for many ages. These violations 
have driven all the nations of Europe into a war, alike 
unexampled in its ravages and its consequences; and, 
whilst the United States have kept out of its vortex, 
and most scrupulously adhered to the duties devolved 
upon them, by treating all with equal impartiality, they 
have, from year to year, indulged the illusive hope that 
reflection would bring back the aggressors to a sense 
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of justice, and returning reason would insure to the 
long violated immunities of the persons and property 
of their citizens an exemption from the war committed 
upon them. France has paused in her carcer of hos- 
tility, and thereby afforded to her rival, England, an 
opportunity of performing her solemn promises with- 
out a compromitment of her pride; and it was expect- 
ed by the Government and people of the United States 
that the proofs of this pause, presented in an unques- 
tionable shape to the British Ministry, would have 
been promptly followed by a repeal of the Orders in 
Council ; but fatal experience has produced the pain- 
„ful conviction that, in this just expectation, they have 
been mistaken. And, regardless of all principle, the 
bold avowal has been made by Great Britain, that the 
permitted admission of her fabrics into the continent 
of Europe, through neutral vessels, was an indispensa- 
ble preliminary to the termination of her aggressions ; 
a condition wihich the United States have no right to 
demand in relation to the produce of their own soil or 
‘manufactures, and which their honor forbids them to 
demand at the instance and for the benefit of another. 


` With a knowledge of this avowal, and the daily evi- 


dence that Great Britain executes her orders in their 
living spirit; which is war upon us, of the most aggra- 
vated species, a further indulgence of hope is allied 
with disgrace; and forbearance becomes criminal; and 
although this Assembly confide in the patriotism of the 
Congress and Executive of the United States to assert 


the rights of the nation, in the manner its honor re- 


quires; and, as regards themselves, this expression of 


' their opinion may bo superfluous, yet, influenced by 


s 


the examples of preceding Legislatures, at times less 
momentous than the present, and apprehensive that 
their silence will be misconstrued into indifference or 
distrust, more especially as the Minister Plenipotenti- 
ary of Great Britain, in. his correspondence with the 
‘Government of the United States, recently publish- 
ed, has opposed, to the act of thé Executive, and 
the evidence on which it was predicated, a presumed 
disagreement, as to the fact upon which he decided, 
and the justice of the measure that he had adopted 


“by “all the legal authorities in the United States ;” and 
‘because we believe the measures of hostility, pursued 


by the British Government against us, are persisted 


` in, in the belief that we are a divided people, this As- 


sembly declare their conviction to be, that not only 


` “all the legal authorities, of this State,” but the people 


also, from whom the former derive their powers, concur 
‘in.the sentiment of confidence in the Government of 


the Union, and a firm resolution to support it in the 


. ‘redemption of its plighted faith, “to maintain the 


rights, honor, and independence of the United States; 
and, actuated by a sacred regard for the Constitution 
and liberties of United America, sanctioned by the wis- 
dom of their fathers, and consecrated with their blood, 
they will not withhold the testimony of their confi- 
dence, and the solemn assurance of their co-operation 
to meet the crisis with the firmness of men, and the 
:determination of freemen: Therefore, 
Resolved, That this Assembly, speaking, as they 
believe they do, the voice of the people of this Common- 
wealth, have viewed, with approbation, the uniform 
zeal with which just remonstrances have been made 
by the General Government, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing from Great Britain, by honorable negotiation, a 
redress of the many wrongs inflicted upon us by her 
Orders in Council,.and other measures equally hostile 
to the interests of the United States. 


however we deprecate the evils of war, the period has 
now arrived when peace, as we now have it, is. dis- 
graceful, and war is honorable. ? 

Resolved, That this Assembly will support the Gen- 
eral Government in all Constitutional and legitimate 
measures, which may be adopted in vindication of the 
rights and interest of the people of the United States, 
and in support of the character and dignity of the 
Government thereof; and, for these purposes, we 
pledge “ our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” 

Resolved, That the Executive of this State be re- 
quested to transmit the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tions to the Executive and Legislative departments of 
the General Government. 


Tuespay, February 4. 


Mr. Saurru, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An act 
for the establishment of a quartermaster’s depart- 
ment,” together with the amendments of the 
House of Representatives thereto, reported that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
to the first Monday in August next. He also 
read, in his place, the draught of a bill in addi- 
tion to the Military Establishment of the United 
States; and which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Worraincron, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act for 
the revision of former confirmations, and for con- 
firming certain claims to land in the district of 
Kaskaskia,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Lets, from the committee appointed on 
the petition of John Bioren and others, reported a 
bill authorizing a subscription for the laws of the 
United States; and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Rerp, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, reported a bill in addition to, and for 
repealing certain parts of, an act, entitled “An act 
for establishing rules and articles for the govern- 
ment of the armies of the United States;” and 
the bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act to alter the times of 
holding the district courts within and for the dis- 
trict of Connecticut,” was read the second time; 
and, by unanimous consent, it was read the third 
time, and passed. : ; 

Tite bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support ot Government for the year 
1812,” was read the second time, and referred to 
aselect committee to consider and report thereon; 
and Messrs. Tait, Franxuin, and Goovricn, 
were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Gtuman, from the committee, reported the 
bill to promote the progress of science and useful 
arts, by securing, for a limited time, to inventors, 
the exclusive right to their respective discoveries, 
correctly engrossed; and the biil was read the 
third time, and passed. ; 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to incorporate Moses Austin, Joha 
Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, into a 
company, by the name of the Louisiana Lead 
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Company; and, after debate, it was agreed that | by Mr. Bayarn, it was agreed that the further 
the further consideration thereof be postponed 
until to-morrow. 


Mr. Bavarn, from the committee to whom was 


Monday.in March next. : 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


recommitted the bill supplementary to the act, | Whole, the consideration of-the bill respecting | 


entitled “An act to regulate the collection of j the enrolling and licensing steamboats; and on 
duties on imports and tonnage,’’ reported the bill | the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and 
with an amendment. f 

On motion, by Mr. FRANKLIN, the bill, which | firmative. . f 
originated in the Senate, appropriating a sum of A message from the House of Representatives 
money for procuring munitions of war, was post- , informed the Senate that the House have passed 
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consideration thereof be postponed until the first ¥ 


read a third time? it was determined in the af- | 


poned until the first Monday in December next. 


Webnespay, February 5. 

The PRESIDENT communicated the report of the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fand, stating that 
the measures which have been authorized by the 
Board, subsequent to their last report of the 2d of 
February, 1811, so far as the same have been 
completed, are fully detailed in the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to the Board, dated the 
first day of the present month, and in the state- 
ments therein referred to, which are herewith 
transmitted, and prayed to be received as part of 
this report; and the report was read. 

The bill in addition to, and for repealing cer- 
tain'parts of, an act, entitled “An act for estab- 
lishing rules and articles for the government of 
the armies of the United States,” was read the 
second time. 

The biil authorizing a subscription for the laws 
of the United States was read the second time. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John 
Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, into a 
company, by the name of the Louisiana Lead 
Company. 

On motion, by Mr. Leir, that the further con- 
sideration thereof be postponed until the first 
Monday in December ‘next, it was determined in 
the negative—years 11, nays 13, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Horsey, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith of Maryland, 
Turner, and Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Condit, Craw- 
ford, Cutts, German, Goodrich, Gregg, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Smith of New York, Tait, and Taylor. 


‘Oa motion, by Mr. Vere, that the further con- 
sideration of tie hill he postponed until the first 
Monday in April next, it was determined in the 
negative: 

On motion, by Mr. Greco, it was agreed that 
the further consideration thereof be postponed 
until thé first Monday in March next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
“An act for the revision of former confirmations, 
and for confirming certain claims to land in the 
district of Kaskaskia ;“ and it was ordered to the 
third reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,” together with the amendment reported 
thereto by the select committee; and, on motion, 


a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An act 
to raise, for a limited time, an additional military 
force,” passed on the 12th day of April, 1808; in 


read and passed to the second reading. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill establishing a Land Office; and 


after agreeing to sundry amendments, the further’ 


į consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
i the order of the day for, to-morrow. 


Tuurspvay, February 6. 


The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 
t An act to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
military force.” passed on the 12th day of April, 
1808, was read the second time, and referred toa 

| select committee, to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. REED, ANDERSON, and BRADLEY, 
were appointed the committee. 
- Mr. Campsett, of Ohio, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration: _ 

“ That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 

expediency of ascertaining, surveying, and establish- 
| ing, the Northern and Western boundary lines of the 
| State of Ohio; and that the committee have leave. to 
report by bill or otherwise.” : . 

On motion, by Mr. Smita of Maryland, the bill, 
entitled * An act for the establishment of a quar- 
termaster’s department,” together with the amend- 
ments. of the House of Representatives thereto, 
was postponed until the first Monday in Decem- 

| ber next, agreeably to the report of the com- 
mittee. , 

The bill in addition to the Military Establish- 
ment of the United States, reported as a substi- 
tute for the bill last mentioned, was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the revision of 
former confirmations, and for confirming certain 
claims to land in the District of Kaskaskia,” was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill establishing a land office; and, 
after debate, on motion, by Mr. Bayarp, it was 
recommitted to a select committee, further to con- 

i sider and report thereon ; and Messrs. BAYARD, 
| Worruincron, and Greca, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, reported the 
bill respecting the enrolling.and licensing of 
steamboats correctly engrossed ; and the bill was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


which they request the concurrence of the Senate, | 
| The bill last brought up for concurrence was. 


» 
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| Whole, the bill authorizing a subscription for the 
i Jaws of the United States, and further considera- 
i tion thereof was postponed until the first Monday 
Í in March next. 
| - A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
j a bill, entitled “ An act making appropriations for 
f the support of the Military Establishment of the 
“United States for the year 1812;” a bill, entitled 
i’ An act making appropriations for the support 
of the Navy of the United States for the year 
1812 ;” a bill, entitled “ An act making a further 
appropriation for the defence of our maritime 
frontier ;” a bill, entitled “ An act making appro- 
‘priations for the support of an additional milita- 
ry force;” also, a bill, entitled “An act making 
an appropriation for the expenses incident to the 
| six companies of mounted rangers during the 
| year 1812;” in which bills they request the con- 
| 
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currence of the Senate. 

The five bills last mentioned were read and 
passed to the second reading. 
_ The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
. Whole, the consideration of the bill in addition 
‘ to, and for repealing certain parts of, an act, enti- 


‘ tled * An act-for establishing rules and articles for | 


the government of the armies of the United 
States ;” and on motion, by Mr. Brap.ey, the 
‘further consideration thereof was postponed to, 
- and made the order of the day for, to-morrow. 


Frinay, February 7. 


. The Presipenr communicated a letter from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting the report of 
. the commissioners appointed conformably to “An 
act to authorize the Secretary of War to ascer- 
‘tain and settle, by the appointment of commis- 
 sioners, the exterior line of the public land at 
-West Point with the adjoining proprietor ;” and 
the letter and report were read. 

The bill, entitled “ An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Establish- 
: ment of the United States for the year 1811,” 
= was read the second time, and referred to a select 

committee, to consiger and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Franxuin, Tait, and Goopricn, were 
. appointed the committee. 

The bill, cntitled * An act making a further ap- 
propriation for the defence of our maritime fron- 

` tier,” was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of an additional military 
force,” was read the second time, and referred to 
a select committee, to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. Campse ty of Tennessee, Brent, 
and Dana, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act making an appro- 
‘priation for the expenses incident to the six com- 
panies of mounted rangers during the year 1812,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the 
committee last mentioned, to consider and report 
thereon. l F 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Navy of the United 
States for the year 1812,” was read the second 


time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. BRADLEY, 
Brent, and Dana, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled © An act authorizing the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury to locate the lands reserved 
for the use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
Territory,” in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Pore presented the petition of the Synod 
of Kentucky, sitting in Lexington, praying that 
the public mail may not be permitted to be car- 
ried on the Sabbath days, except on cxtraordiva- 
ry occasions, for reasons therein stated ; and the 
petition was read, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday by Mr. Campzect, of 
Ohio; and, on motion, by Mr. Brapvey, it was 
amended and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of ascertaining, sur- 
veying, and establishing. the Northern and West- 
ern boundary lines of the State of Ohio, and the 
Northern line of the State of Vermont; and that 
the committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Messrs. BRADLEY, CAMPRELL of Ohio, Curts, 
Howe i, and Dana, were appointed the com- 
mittee, 

The bill in addition to the Military Establish- 
ment of the United States was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and the further consideration thereof 
postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. Brancry, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide for 
the more convenient taking of affidavits and hail 
in civil causes depending in the courts of the Uni- 
ted States,” reported the bill as amended. 


Monpay. February 10. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of an 
additional military force? reported it without 
amendment. He also reported, from the same 
committee, the biil, entitled “An act making an 
appropriation for the expenses incident to the six 
companies of mounted rangers during the year 
1812.” without amendnient. 

The bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the Bec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury to locate the lands reserved 
for the use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
Territory.” was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, ended “An 
act providing for the more convenient taking of 
affidavits and bail in civil causes depending in the 
courts of the United States,” together with the 
amendment reported thereto by the select commit- 
tee, which was agreed to; and the PRESIDENT 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 
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affirmative. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made by Mr. Resp, on the 21st January, 
as amended; and, on motion by Mr. Bran.ey, 
that it be referred to a select committee. to con- 
sider and report thereupon, it was determined in 
the negative—yeas 11, nays 14, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Campbell of Ohio, 
Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Howell, Smith of New York, 
Tait, ‘Taylor, and Turner. 

Nazs—Messre. Bayard, Franklin, Gaillard, German, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, 
Reed, Smith of Maryland, Varnum, and Worthington. 


On motion by Mr. Anperson, that the further 


consideration thereof be postponed until the first | 


Monday in March next, it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 20, nays 11, as follows: 
Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell 


The bili, entitled “An act to authorize a de- ; 
tachment from the militia of the United States.” i 
was read the second time, and referred toa select l4 
| committee, to consider and report thereon; and | 
Messrs. REED, VARNUM, and Hunrer, were ap- : 
pointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the , 
| tablish; the bill in addition to the Military Es- i; 


tablishment of the United States; and, on the ; 
question, Shall this bill be engrossed and reada : 
third time? it was determined in the affirmative. į 
The bill, entitled “An act to establish a land . 
district in the Illinois Territory, east of the dis- ġ 
trict of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain public į 
lands to the district of Jeffersonville,” was read ; 
the second time, and referred to the committee : 
appointed the 14th November last, on the resolu- : 
| tion respecting public lands, to consider and report ; 
| thereon. l 
The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Cap- iý 


of Ohio, Canipbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, | tain Selah Benton,” was read the second time, | 
Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, and referred to a select committee, to consider i; 
-Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, | and report thereon ; and Messrs. Biss, Luis, and ; 


and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Reed, and 
Smith of Maryland. 

The Prestpent communicated a letter from 
the Governor of the State of Georgia. transmit- 
ting a copy of the resolution passed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of that State, ratifying and con- 
firming an amendment proposed by Congress to 
the Constitution of the Unites States, relative to 
titles of nobility. And the letter and resolution 
were read. 

On motion by Mr. BRADLEY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit to the Secretary of the Department of 
State the resolution of the Legislature of the State 
of Georgia, ratifying and confirming an amend- 
ment proposed by Congress to the Constitution 
of the United States, respecting titles of nobility ; 
together with the resolutions of the Legislatures 
of such other States as have ratified the same. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize a detachment 
from the militia of the United States ;” a bill, en- 
titled “An act to establish a land district in the 
Illinois Territory, east of the district of Kaskas- 
kia, and to attach certain public lands to the dis- 
trict of Jeffersonville;” also, a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Captain Selah Benton ;” in 
which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate, 

The three bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to a second reading. 


Tusspay, February 11. 


Mr. Gruman, from the committee, reported the 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act provid- 
ing for the more convenient taking of affidavits 
and-bail in civil causes depending in the cuurts of 
the United States,” correctly engrossed ; and the 
bill was read the third time as amended, and passed. 


REED, were appointed the committee. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the ‘3 


Whole, the consideration of ‘the bill in addition 
to, and for repealing certain parts of, an act, enti- ; 
tled “An act for establishing rules and articles ; 
for the government of the Armies of the United { 
States ;” and, on motion by Mr. Dawa, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of an 
additional military force ;” and the bill was 
amended, and the PresipEnT reported it to the 
House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it-was determined in the affirm- 
ative. i 

The. Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole,the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
locate the lands reserved for the use of Jefferson 
College, in the Mississippi Berritory. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time? it was determined in the affirmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to ascertain and establish 
the western boundary of the tract reserved for 
satisfying the military bounties allowed to the 
officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on Conti- 
nental Establishment.” in which bill they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Tay tor, the bill, entitled 
“An act making a further appropriation for the 
defence of our maritime frontier,” was referred to 
a select committee, to consider and report thereon ; 
aud Messrs. TAYLOR, Luoyp, and Smirn of Ma- 
tyland, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate.resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
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ii act making an appropriation for the expenses in- 
\q cident to the six companies of mounted rangers 
during the year 1812; and it was ordered to the 
third reading, . 

On motion of Mr. Campee tt, of Tennessee, that 
| it be now read a third time, it was objected to, as 


y] against the rule. 
M 


© Wepnespay, February 12. 


The bill, entitled “ An act to ascertain and es- 
»; tablish the western boundary of the tract reserved 
“l for. satisfying the military bounties allowed to the 

„officers and soldicrs of the Virginia line on Con- 
tinental Establishment,” was read the second time, 
y and referred to a select committee, to consider 
i and report thereon; and Messrs. WORTHINGTON, 
| Greca, and Pops, were appointed the committee. 
à Mr. Tarr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations for the support of Goverument for the 
year 1812,” reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
i bill in addition to the Military Establishment of 

the United States, correctly engrossed; and the 
bill was read the third time. 
; __On motion by Mr. Luoyp 
! to a select committee, further to consider and 
l report thereon ; and Messrs. Luoyp, SMITH of 

Maryland, and Crawrorp, were appointed the 
committee, : 
Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, also reported 
the amendment to the bill, entitled “ An act mak- 
, ing appropriations for the support of an additional 
' military force,” correctly engrossed; and the bill 
was read the third time as amended, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act making an appro- 
priation for the expenses incident to the six com- 
panies of mounted rangers during the year 1812,” 
‘was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to locate the lands reserved 
I for the use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
| Territory,” was read the third time, and passed. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
. informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the Board 
”. of Commissioners west of Pearl river;” alsoa bill, 
i entitled “An act for the benefit of Christopher 
i Miller ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
' rence of the Senate. 
i The bills last brouglit up for concurrence were 
! 


it was recommitted 


read, and passed to the second reading. 

__ The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 

Whole, the consideration of the bill in addition 

to, and for repealing certain certain parts of, an 
' aet, entitled “An act for establishing rules and 
articles for the government of the Armies of the 
United States ;” and the bill was amended, and 
the Presioen reported it to the House accord- 
ingly. On the question, Shall this bill be en- 
grossed and read a third time as amended ? it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 10, nays 15, as 
follows: ; 

Yxas—Messrs.. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ohio, 
German, Howell, Leib, Pope, Reed, Taylor, Varnum. 


Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Condit, Crawford, 
Cutts, Gaillard, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Lambert, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Tur- 
ner, and Worthington. 

Mr. Porr presented the memorial and petition 
of John Lisle and Margaret his wife, late Marga- 
ret Lapsley, widow and administratrix of Samuel 
Lapsley, deceased, and Miss Lapsley, daughter 
and sole heir of the said Samuel, stating that the 
said Samuel Lapsley served as an officer in the 
late Revolutionary war, and after the peace he 
received two certificates, commonly called com- 
mutation or final settlement certificates, which, 
in the year 1786, he placed in the hands of Mr. 
Greenlee, for the purpose of obtaining the indents 
of interest thereon, and which were lost by Mr, 
Greenlee, and have never since been found, and 
have never been funded; and praying relief, for 
reasons stated at large in the memorial; which 
was read, and referred to a select committee, to 
consider aud report-thereon by bill or otherwise ; 
and Messrs. Pore, Braviey, and Grea, were 
appointed the committee. 


Tuorspay, February 13. 


Mr. Worruincron, fromthe committee lo whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to estab- 
lish a land district in the Ilinois Territory, east 
of the district of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain 
public lands to the district of Jeffersonville,” 
reported it without amendment. 

The Presipent communicated the general ac- 
count of the Treasurer of the United States, from 
October 1, 1810, to October 1, 1811; as also the 
accounts of the War and Navy Departments for 
the same period ; together with the reports of the 
accounting officers of the Treasury thereon; which 
were read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act making appropriations for the support of Gov- 
ernment for the year 1812,” together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the.select com- 
mittee; and, on motion by Mr. Tarr the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, to-morrow, 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
Board of Commissioners west of Pearl river,” 
was read the second time. 


Fripay, February 14. 


Mr. Bran.ey, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States for the year 1812,” reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Tarr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Military Estab- 
lishment of the United States for the year 1812,” 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Bing, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Captain Selah Benton,” reported it without 
amendment. 
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The bill, entitled “An act for the benefit of 


Christopher Miller,’ was read the second time, | 


and referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. BRADLEY, Pops, 
and Situ, of New York, were appointed the 
committee, 

Mr. Smita, of New York, presented the petition 
of Nathaniel G. Ingraham, and others, of New 
York, merchants, and citizens of the United States, 
stating that they are cupartners in trade, in which 
they have heretofore been very suecessful; but 
that, owing to the present unfavorable state of 
the relations between this country and the com- 
mercial nations of Europe, they have lost the 
whole of their private estates, and become corpo- 
rately and individually insolvent; and that they 
owe to the United States a considerable balance 
on custom-house bonds, for which tuey and their 
surety are now imprisoned; and praying relief, 
for reasons stated therein at large; and the peti- 
tion was read, and referred to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, to consider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of Gov- 
ernment for the year 1812,” together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee; and having agreed in part to the amend- 
ments, the President reported the bill to the House 
amended accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
the Board of Commissioners west of Pearl river.” 
Aad on motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, it was referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs, Crawrorn, Greco, and 
Worruineton, were appointed the committee. 


‘Mownvay, February 17. 


Mr. Reen, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act supplementary 
to ‘An act to raise, for a limited time, an addi- 
tional military force, passed on the 12th day of 
April, 1808,” reported it without amendment. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of the 
Navy of the United States for the year 1812;” 
and it was ordered to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Establishment of the United States for 
the year 1812 ;” and it was ordered to the third 
reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Captain Selah Benton;” and it was ordered to 
the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill,entitled “An 
act to establish a land distriet in the Illinvis Ter- 
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tach certain public lands to the district of Jeffer- 
sonville;” and it was ordered to a third reading. 


Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the | 


amendments to the bill, entitled “An act making 


appropriations for the support of Government for | 


the year 1812,” correctly engrossed. 
y 2 y eng 


On motion, by Mr. Anperson, that the bill be $s 


recommitted to a select committee, for the pur- 
pose of inserting an amendment to entitle the 
clerks in the Navy Department to receive fifteen 
per centum in addition to their salaries as estab- 
lished by law—on motion by Mr. Smita, of Mary- 


land, the further consideration thereof was post- | 


poned until to-morrow. 

Mr. Luoyp gave notice that to-morrow he 
| should ask leave to bring ina bill to alter the 
times of holding the circuit courts of the first 
circuit. 


Tugspay, February 18. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill entitled “An act supplementary 
to ‘An act to raise, for a limited time, an addi- 
tional force, passed on the 12th day of April, 
1808,” and it was ordered to the third reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Cap- 
tain Selah Benton,” was read the third time and 
passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Navy of the United 
States for the year 1812,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Establishment 
of the United States for the year 1812,” was read 
the third time. À 

` The bill entitled “An act to establish a land 
district in the Illinois. Territory, east of the dis- 
trict of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain public 
‘lands to the district of Jeffersonville,” was read 
the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed the third reading of the 
bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1812.” 


On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, to amend the 


bill, by unanimous consent, by striking out the 
following words, lines 129 and 130 of the printed 
bill, “ eight thousand six hundred and eighty-five,” 
for the purpose of inserting, in lieu thereof, “ nine 
thousand four hundred and twenty :” ‘it was ob- 
jected to as against the rule. 

On motion, by Mr. Anvurson, the bill was re- 
committed to a seleet committee, further to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. ANDERSON, 
Goopricn, and Tart, were appointed the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Anperson, from the committee last men- 
tioned, reported the bill amended. 

Mr. Luorn asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill to alter the times of holding the circuit courts 
of the first circuit,and the bill was read; and, by 
unanimous consent the second time; and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
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| ritory, east of the district of Kaskaskia, and to at- lø 
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thereon; and Messrs. Luoyp, Curr 
TER, Were appointed the co mmittee, 


Wepnespay, February 19. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An 
act to raise, for alimited time, an additional mili- 
tary force, passed on the 12th day of April, 1808,” 
was read the third time; and passed. 

The Senate resumed, ag in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 


act making appropriations for the support of Gov- 


ernment for the year 1812,” together with the 
amendment reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee, and the amendment was agreed to, and 
Whereupon, 
on motion, by Mr. Tart, the further consideration 


» of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 


A message from the House of Representatives 


i informed the Senate that the House have passed 


a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury, under the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to purchase of Wins- 
low Lewis his patent right to the new and. im- 
proved method of lighting light-houses, and for 
other purposes ;” in which they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Worrutneron, from the committee ap- 


pointed to inquire if any, and what, further pro- 


visions or alterations are necessary in the laws of 
the United States for the sale of public lands, re- 
ported a bill making further provision for the sale 
of public lands; and the bill was read, together 
with a report made by Mr. Worthington on behalf 
of the committee, on the subject-matter of the said 
bill. The bill was ordered to the second reading. 

Mr. Resp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize a 
detachment from the militia of the United States,” 
reported itamended. - 


- Tudrspay, February 20. 


The bill, entitled “Anact to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, under the direction of the 


` President, of the United States, to purchase of 


Winslow Lewis his patent right to the new and 


- improved method of lighting light-houses, and for 
‘other purposes,” was read the second time, and 


referred to a select committee, to consider and 


report thereon; and Messrs. LLOYD, ANDERSON, 


` and Howe tu, were appointed the committee. 


Mr. Pore presented the petition of Lewis Gex 
O’Cousier and others, praying the interposition 
of Government for their encouragement in the 
cultivation of the vine, as is stated at large in the 
petition; which was read, and referred toa select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 


"or otherwise; and Messrs. Pore, Tarr, and GREGG, 


were appointed the committee. ` 

Mr. LLoyp presented the petition of Mary 
Nicholson, widow of the late Commodore Sam- 
uel Nicholson, stating that, by the death of her 
husband, she, together with her two daughters, 


The bill last bronght up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act making appropri- 
ations for the support of Government for the year 
1812 ;” and the President reported the bill to the 
House amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. Luoyn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill in addition to the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States, reported it 
amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Brapusy, it was agreed 
that the bill, entitled “An act tu authorize a de- 
tachment from the militia of the United States,” 
be postponed to, and be made the order of the day 
for, to-morrow. 


—_— 


F'ripay, February 21, 

The Presipenr communicated areportfrom the 
Secretary for the Department of War, in obedi- 
ence to the fifth section of an act, entitled “An act 
to provide for the erecting and repairing of arsen- 
als and magazines, and for other purposes ;” and 
the report was read. 

The bill making further provision for the sale 
of public lands was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act to alter the time of 
holding the circuit courts of the United States at 
Knoxville, in the district of East Tennessee, iu 
the State of Tennessee,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. CAMPBELL 
of Tennessee, Binz, and WORTHINGTON, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

Mr. Gitmay, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the support of Government for 
the year 1812,” correctly engrossed; and the bill 
was read the third time as amended, and passed. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act concerning the 
Naval Establishment,” reported it with amend- 
ments, together with sundry documents explana- 
tory of the amendments; and, on motion, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed to, 
and made the order of the day for, Weduesday 
next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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Whole, the bill in addition to the Military Estab- 
lishment of the United States, together with the 


INGTON, Brapvey, and Greca, were appointed the 
committee. 


amendments reported thereto by the sclect com-T° Mr. BRapLeEY, from the committee to whom 


mittee; and, having agreed to the amendments, 
the President reported the bill to the House ac- 
cordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read.a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 


Lwas read, and passed to the second reading. 


j was referred the petition of the President and Di- 


rectors of the Washington Canal Company, re- 
ported a bill to carry into effect an act of the 
legislature of the State of Maryland; and the bil} 


Mr. Luoyp, from the committee to whom was 


A message from the House of Representatives | referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize 


informed the Senate that the House have passed } 


the Secretary of the Treasury, under the direc- 


a bill, entitled “ An act concerning the levy court | tion of the President of the United States, to pur- 


of the county of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia ;” ‘a bill, entitled “ An act giving fur- 
ther time for registering claims to land in the 
western district of the Territory of Orleans ;” 
also, a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 
‘An act making provision for arming and equip- 
ping the whole body of the militia of the United 
States ;” in which-bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. They also concur in the 
bill, entitled "An act for the relief of Thomas 
O'Bannon.” 
' The three bills last brought up for concurrence 

were read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled * An act.to authorize a 
„detachment from the militia of the United States,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee. 3 

On motion, by Mr. Bran ey, to strike oùt the 
first section of the bill, it was agreed that the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill be postponed to, and 
be made the order of the day for, Monday next. 

On motion, by Mr. Lroyp, the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy of the 3d instant, contain- 
ing the name, rank, pay, and rations, of each 


commissioned officer and midshipman belonging’ 


to the Navy of the United States, respectively, be 


referred to a select committee, to consider and re- ` 


pert thereon. . 


chase of Winslow Lewis his patent right to the 
new and improved method of lighting light-hous- 
es, and for other purposes,” reported it amended, 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee to whom was 


i referred the bill establishing a land office, reported 


| 


it amended. 

A message from the House of Represensatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled, “ An act to incorporate the Trus- 
tees of the Georgetown Lancaster School Socie- 
ty 3” a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of the 
officers and soldiers who served in the late cam- 
paign on the Wabash ;” also, a bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to ‘An act providing for the 
accommodation of ‘the General Post Office and 


bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills last brought up for concurrence 
were read, and passed to the second reading. 

. The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 
‘An act making provision for arming and equip- 
ping the whole body of the militia of the United 
States,” was read the second time, and referred to 
a select committee, to consist of five members, to 
consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Pops, 
Bayarp, Grece, Lioyp, and BRADLEY, were ap- 
pointed the committee. l 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize a 


z Office; and for other purposes 3” in which 
l 


Messrs. Luoyp, Crawrorn, and BRADLEY, were detachment from the militia of the United States,” 


appointed the committee. 


Monpay, February 24. 


Mr. Gicman, from the committee, reported the. 


bill in addition to the. Military Establishment of 
the United States correctly engrossed ; and the 


bill was read the third timc, and was amended by- 


unanimous consent, and passed. 

On motion, by Mr. Smits, of Maryland, the 
title thereof was amended as follows: “ An act 
to establish a quartermaster’s department, and for 
other purposes.” f 


The bill, entitled “ An act concerning the levy | 


court of the county of Washington; in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” was read the second time, and 
referred toa select committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon ; and Messrs. BrapLey, BAYARD, and 
Buen‘, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled * An act giving further time 
for registering claims to land inthe Western dis- 
trict of the Territory of Orleans,” was read the 
second time, and referred to aselect committee, to 
consider and report thereon; and Messrs. WorTH- 


together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee, and the motion to strike 
out the first section.’ And, after debate, the Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


Torspay, February 25. a 
The bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the 


| Trustees of the Georgetown Lancaster School 


Society,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. Horsey, Bayarp, and 
HuNTER, were appointed the committee. 

. The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 


| ‘An act providing for the accommodation of the 


| General Post Office and Patent Office, and for 
other purposes,” was read the’ second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. Braniry, GREGO, 
;and HowELL, were appointed the committee. 
The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
officers and soldiers who served in the late cam- 
paign on the Wabash,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
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mittee. 

The bill to carry into effect an act of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Maryland, was read the 
second time, and the further consideration there- 
of postponed to, and made the order of the day 
for, Friday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to authorize a 
detachment from the militia of the United States,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee; and, after debate, on 
motion, by Mr. Brantsy, the bill was recom- 
mitted'to a select committee, to consist of five 
members, further to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. BRADLEY, Pore, CRAWFORD, REED, 
and VARNUM, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing a loan for a 
sum not exceeding eleven millions of dollars.” 
‘They have also passed a joint resolution respect- 
ing the arts and manufactures of the United 
States; in which bill and resolution they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill and resolution were read, and passed 
to the second reading. 


Wepnespay, February 26. 


The joint resolution respecting the arts and 
manufactures of the United States was read the 
second time, and referred to a select committee, 
to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
Greece, Crawrorp, and Luoyp, were appointed 
the committee. i 

The bill, entitled “Anact authorizing a loan 
for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of dol- 
lars,” was read the second time, and referred to 
a select committee, to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs, Luoyp, Crawrorp, and Tarr, 
were appointed the committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, presented the petition 
of Samuel Brown, formerly of Massachusetts, 
and now of Ohio, stating that, whilst in the ser- 
vice of the United States, in the Revolutionary 
war, he was taken prisoner by the British- at 
Quebec; that he hath not received-any pay or | 
rations for the time he was so in captivity, and 
that his claim therefor is now barred by the | 
statute of limitation; and praying relief. And 
the petition was read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, the bill establishing a land office, together | 
with the amendments reported thereto by the 


-select committee; and, having agreed to the 


amendments, the President reported the bill toi 
the Heuse accordingly. 1 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read'a third time as amended ? it was deter- | 
mined in the affirmative. - : 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 
‘Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the | 
Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction of | 
the President of the United States, to purchase | 
12th Con. 1st Sess.—5 


firmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Woxruineton, the eon- 
sideration of the bill, making further provision 
for the sale of public lands, was made the order 
of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Biss, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
and William Streshly; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 


—— 


Tuurspay, February 27. 


Mr. Brab.ey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to ‘An act providing for the accommo- 
dation of the General Post Office and Patent 
Office, and for other purposes,” reported it with- 
out amendment, and the bill was ordered to the 
third reading. 

Mr. Pops, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill. entitled “An act for the benefit 
of Christopher Miller,” reported it without amend- 
ment; and the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas and William 
Streshly was read the second time, and the fur- 
ther consideration thereof postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a joint resolution authorizing the President of 
the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the time being, to grant the use 
of the books of the library of Congress to the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States; 
in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

On motion, by Mr. Lovo, the joint resolution 
last mentioned was read three times by unani- 
mous consent ; and was then concurred in. 

Mr. Pore, from the committee to whom the 


| subject was referred, reported a bill for the relief 


of the representatives of Samuel Lapsley, de- 
ceased ; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury, under the 
direction of the President of the United States, 
to purchase of Winslow Lewis his patent right 
to the new and improved method of lighting 
light-houses, and for other purposes,” correctly 
engrossed; and the bill was read the third time 
as amended, and passed. 

Mr. Giuman, from the committee, also reported 
the bill establishing a land office correctly en- 
grossed ; and the bill was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
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thereof be “An act for the establishment of a 


| force is as indispensable, nay much more indis- }, 


General Land Office in the Department of the ; pensable, than a land force. 


Treasury.” 
INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning the Naval Establishment,” toge- 
ther with the amendments reported thereto by 
the select committee. 

Mr. Luoyp.—Mr. President, the amendments 

roposed by the committee to whom this bill has 
aei referred, having been gone through with, I 
now beg leave to offer a new one, by an additional 
section, to the following effect: 

“« Be it further enacied, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause 
to be built as speedily as may be, on the most approved 
model, frigates, not exceeding thirty-six-guns each ; 
and that a sum not exceeding dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated for building the said frig- 
ates, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated.” 

It is my intention, sir, to move for twenty new 

frigates ; but the number I have left blank, in or- 
der, should the Senate be favorably disposed to 
an increase of the Navy, and disagree with me 
as to the degree of that increase, they might reg- 
ulate the number at their pleasure. 
. Sir, I have been induced to offer this amend- 
ment from an impulse of duty towards my more 
immediate constituents, and also from a sense of 
the obligation imposed upon me, however feebly 
I may be able to respond to it, in the honorable 
station in which I ain placed, to endeavor to the 
extent of my.ability to support the dignity, pro- 
tect the rights, and advance the best interests of 
the United States. Sir, I trust the amendment 
under consideration, if adopted, would have a re- 
lation, and a favorable relation, to all these ob- 
jects. 

‘If it be not the determination of the Govern- 
ment to engage in an open, actual, efficient war; 
to place the nation in such a complete state of 
preparation as may avert war, from our state of 
readiness to meet it; then the measures of the 

resent session, those of filling up the existing 

ilitary Establishment, and thereby adding to it 
between six and seven thousand men, that of en- 
listing a standing army of twenty-five thousand 
men to serve for five years, unless sooner dis- 
charged—of providing for the employment of 
fifty thousand volunteers, and of holding in read- 
iness one hundred thousand of the militia, would 


be not only inexcusable, but nearly treasonable; | 


as they would in such case, without any adequate 


object, impose severe and heavy burdens upon | 


the people of the United States, from which years 
of the highest degree of prosperity would not 
relieve them. But. sir, I am bound to believe, 
that, unless redress be obtained, it is the determi- 


nation of the Government of the United States | 


to enter into an actual, vigorous, real war, or at 


readiness to commencc it, should it be necessary ; 
and in either of these cases, an cflicient naval 


| A few dayssince there was exhibited to the Sen- | 


| ate an account of sales of three hundred and eighty 


i hogsheads of tobacco anda parcel of cotton, recently i 


| disposed of in the dominions of his Majesty the 
Emperor of France, who professes so much affec- 


| tion for the United States, from which it appeared, | 
| that the tobacco, which cost with the charges h 
| near $20,000, was not only totally sunk to the ad- |, 
i 
I 


venturers, but involved them in an additional loss 


| for the payment of the expenses of near one thou- | 
| sand dollars more—of the cotton, fifteen sixteenth | 


| parts were also sunk. Nor did this arise from a 


bad state of markets, the hazard of which mer- | 
i chants must always take, for the markets were } 


| unprecedently high. The tobacco, which coul 
| have been bought in the United States from 2 


| 10 5 dollars per cwt. sold at twenty dollars—and 4g 
the cotton, which could have been purchased j 


at ten cents, sold at fifty cents the pound. The 


loss arose solely from the perfidy and rapacity 


| of the French Government, in seizing upon the Jy 
\ greater part of both the adventures, under a pre- fy 
tence for the payment of duties, which it shifts $y 


ad libitum as suits either its avarice or caprice, 
or promulgates or withholds as best answers its 
purposes. 


ir, you will remark that these accounts of sale j 


bear date July 15, only eight days antecedent to 
i the information communicated to the American 
Government by Mr. Serrurier, in his letter to Mr. 


rance—it forms the first object of culture of 


which His Majesty is pleased to take in the com- 
merce of the United States, and this the sort of 
benefit, which he, without doubt, would delight to 
render common to ali parts of the Federal terri- 
tory. 

This information was given in too authentic a 
shape to admit of its being questioned; it came 
from one of the most respectable mercantile houses 
in the country, composed of Federalists,* and was 


made known to you by an honorable member of | 
the Senate from Maryland, (Mr. Smiru,) of oppo- : 


| site politics, and who has long in some sort been 
| considered or respected as the commercial organ of 
this House, ifnot of the Government. When these 
facts were stated, the colleague of the gentleman, 
| (Mr. Reep,) with the manly frankness ofa soldier, 

ofa man who, in the times which tried men’s souls, 
; dévoted himself both soul and body to the service 


| of his country—who entered your Army at the . 


commencement, and continued in it to the termi- 


| *Messrs. Robert Gilmore & Sons, of Baltimore. 
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Monroe of July 23, 1811, in which he states, that . 
“the introduction of tobacco is not prohibited in : 
í 


| £ some of the States of the Union, and His Majesty, | 

f having an equal interest in the prosperity of all, : 
t desires that the relations of commerce should be : 
t common to all parts of the Federal territory.” : 
Yes, sir, this is indisputably the sort of interest , 


i nation of the Revolutionary war, with great use- _ 
| fulness to the public and reputation to himself— . 
| with that integrity which characterizes him, after : 
any rate to put the nation into a perfect state of! giving vent to the honest indignation of his heart. ; 
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in a phillipic against the Emperor of France, | the Mediterranean ; this ought to have been con- 
which I shall not repeat, but which was as well | sidered as the germ of your future maritime great- 
placed as it was justly merited; he asked, “if this | ness: the good conduct and bravery of that squad- 
| was to be the state of your commerce after a war | ron, and the self-immolation of some. of its offi- 
g with Great Britain, what in the name of God | cers, spread the renown of your naval prowess to 
were you going to war for?” His colleague (Mr. | all quarters of the civilized globe. Whatdid you 
j Saurn) rose immediately and said, this was not | in this instance? At the moment when victory 
to be a war for commerce ; it would be absurd to | had perched ‘upon your standard—when you 
suppose the nation was now going to war for com- | might have exhibited the interesting spectacle of 
y' meree—commerce had been abandoned long ago, | the infant Government of the United States hold- 
i, the trade to France was worth nothing; and if] ing in subjugation one of the Powers of Barbary, 
.the Orders in Council were off to-morrow, if the | to whom all Europe had been subservient—at this 
j same system continued, the trade to France would | moment, when conquest was completely within 
|. be worth nothing. This was to be a war for} your grasp—civil agency stepped in—the laurel 
| honor—we are now going to fight for our honor! | was torn from the brow of as gallant a chieftain 
| | Yes, sir, part of this is too true, commerce has | as ever graced the plains of Palestine, and we ig- 
been abandoned, commerce has been made the nominiously consented to pay a tribute, where we ` 
scape-goat, on whose back have been piled all the | might have imposed one. 
| .érudities and follies of mistaken theory and vision-| Then came the Louisiana convention; in which, 
| ary speculation, and thus laden, she has been sent | after purchasing a-disputed title to a Territory, 
| adrift into the wilderness to be lacerated by every | and paying double what any other nation would 
‘Briar or bramble, that could rob her of her coat, | have given for it, we were permitted by France 


or plant a thorn’ in ber carcass. No country on | to put our hands in our pockets and take out three 
‘earth, in the same period of time, and under siin- millions of dollars more to pay to our own citi- 
‘ilar circumstances, ever reaped one half the bene- 
| fits from commerce which have been experienced 
} by the United States. Without adverting to 
| the effect it has had on the extension and embel- 
ishment of your populous cities—without ad- 
yerting to the encouragement it has offered to 
your agriculture and to the settlement of your 
wilderness, which has been made to blossom 
like the rose, and in all which it has been ina 
high degree instrumental—look at the records of 
the Treasury, and you will there see, that com- 
merce has put into your public coffers, during the 
short period that has intervened since the adop- 
1 tion of the Federal Constitution, two hundred 
‘millions of dollars—a sum nearly three times as 
i great as the national debt of the United States, 
; the price of your independence, as it was funded 
_ at the commencement ofthe Federal Government. 
- Sir, this is what commerce has done for you— 
what have you done for commerce ? 


zens their claims for property which she had 
plundered from them. How was this conducted? 
Moch in the same sort of spirit in which it was 
begun. Those of the claimants who were on the 
spot, or who had efficient agents there, who well 
understood the avenue to the back stairs; who 
could delude others, and purchase for a song 
claims they were sure of having allowed; who 
could intrigue well, bribe well, and swear well, 
got fortunes; while the honest unsuspecting mer- 
chant, confiding in the correctness of his claim, 
and the integrity of his own conduct, got noth- 
ing; and, very probably, some of the latter may 
now be seen wandering as beggars through the 
streets of your populous cities, the pavement of 
which is made to echo, by the rattling of the 
chariot wheels of those who have defrauded them. 

After this, you had the Berlin decree, the Or- 
ders in Council, the Milan decree, the Rambouil- 
let decree, the depredations of Spain, the robbe- 

, In the year 1793, when Great Britain depreda- | ries even of the renegado black chief of St. Do- 

ted upon your commerce, you had a man at the! mingo, and the unprovoked and still continued 
| head of your Government who fought no battles | plunder of Denmark,a nation of pirates from their 


with paper resolutions, nor attempted to wage | origin. What cause of complaint has Denmark, 
- war with commercial restrictions, although they i or ever had Denmark, against us? Her most 
were then pressed upon him. He caused it to be} fond and speculative maritime pretensions we 
‘distinctly and with firmness made known to Great | have willingly espoused, and yet she continues 
Britain, that if she did not both cease to violate | daily to capture and condemn our vessels and 
our rights, and make us reparation for the wrongs | cargoes, and contemptuously tells us, that the 
we had sustained—that young and feeble as we | Government of the United States is too wise to 
then were, just in the gristle, and stepping from ! go to war for a few merchant ships. And this 
the cradle of infancy, we would try the tug of| we bear from a people as inferior to the United 
war with her. What was the consequence? Her | States in all the attributes of national power or 
. depredations were stopped—we made a treaty | greatness, as I am inferior to Hercules. Yes, sir, 
with her, under which we enjoyed a high degree | commerce has been abandoned, else why prohibit 
of prosperity. Our claims were fairly beard, | your merchants from bringing the property, to a 
equitably adjudged, and the awards were honora- | large amount, which they have fairly purchased 
bly and punctually paid to the sufferers. In this| and paid for, into the poris of vur country, else 
instance you did something for commerce. - why, by this exclusion, perform the double ope- 
Next came the war with Tripoli—the Barbary | ration of adding to the resources of the enemy 
States preyed upon our commerce—you deter- | you are going to war with and impoverishing 
mined toresist,and despatched a small squadron to | your own citizens. 
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Yes, sir, the gentleman from Maryland is right, 
but he has no especial reason of complaint; from 
his situation and standing, he should naturally | 
have been the guardian and protector of eom- | 
merce in this House; he should have raised his! 
powerful voice in her favor; he should have 
opened his arms for her protection. He did raise 
his voice, but for merely her extinction, not for 
her encouragement; he did open his arms, but 
he gave her the clasp of death, not that of pro- 
tection. The embargo, the enforcing act, the | 
non-intercourse act, the non-importation act, and 
all that ill-omened brood of measures, number 
that gentleman among their patrons and sup- 
porters. 

Yes, sir, commerce has been abandoned, “ de- 
serted in her utmost need, by those her former 
bounty fed.” Yes, sir, she has been abandoned. 
She has been left as a wreck upon a strand, or as 
a derelict upon the waters of the ocean, to be 
burnt, sunk, or plundered, by any great or puny 
assailant who could man an oar, or load a swivel 
for her annoyance. 

What was the leading object of the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution in the Northern parts 
of the Union? Most emphatically, it was for 
the protection of commerce. What was the sit- 
uation of some branches of our commerce then ? 
And what is it now? Look at the statement 
which was laid upon our tables about a fortnight 

ast, and taken from the returns of the Treasury. 
hat effect has it had upon our fisheries, which 
were so nobly and successfully contended for by 
the American Commissioners who settled the 
Treaty of 1783; which, for a time, suspended 
that Treaty; and which, both the duplicity and 
intrigue of France and the interest of England, 
strove to deprive us of—of our fisheries, which 
were then considered, and still ought to be con- 
sidered, as a main sinew of our strength, and 
a nursery for our seamen ? 

In the year 1791, when we were just emerging 
froma chaos of confusion, the export of dried 
fish was of the value, as then csti- 
mated, of - - =- 
In the year 1811, it had diminished 

nearly one-half, and was only 
The whale fishery, in oil.and bone, in 

1791, gave - To 
In 1811, it had fallen off nearly two- 

thirds, and was only 78,000 

This is the state of our fisheries, which apply 
to the Northern States, after twenty years opera- 
tion of the Government. 

Let us observe now the export of vegetable 
food, in which other parts of the Union are more 
deeply interested. It is worthy of attention, and 
T shall notice a series of years. 


in 1791, the export of vegetable 


$1,200,000 


757,000 


196,480 


food 


cu eean e e r a 


amounted to - - -= ž - - $4,640,000 
In 1803 - = - - = = 14,080,000 
In t804 - = + = - = 12080,684 
In 1805 - - = = =~ = = 11,752,000 
In 1806 - - - - + -= 41,050,000 


In 1807 Š 


14,432,000 


In 1808, the unfortunate embargo year, 
which did not commence, however, 
until nearly three months of the 


custom-house year had elapse - 2,550,000 
In 1809 -.- + - = = 8,750,000 
{In 1810 - - - + «+ = 10,750,000 


In 1811, the last year, amid all our 
privations and embarrassments, it 
exceeded the export of any former 
year since the first settlement of the 
country, and amounted up to twice 
thie export of the preceding year, to 20,391,000 


_ And, the present year, the crops present a vast- 
ly more abundant harvest than the country ever 
before produced, with a glorious market to carry 
it to, not afforded, however, by France, for, of our 
vegetable export, she takes scarcely any; buta 
market furnished almost exclusively by Great 
Britain for her own supply, and that of the coun- 
tries under her possession. 

Now, if it has been shown that, if the Orders 
in Council were off to-morrow, you could get no 
new market for the great staple of the country, 
cotton; and it bas been also shown, that the ex- 
port of wheat, flour. and vegetable products, was 
never anything near so great as at present; let 
the farmers and planters of New York, Pennsy!- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia, and the Western 
States, tell what they are going to war for? 

Look. at the same statement for the situation of 
the export of our domestic manufactures : 


Iu 1791, the exportation of domestic manufac- 


tures, amounted to- =- == =- $610,000 
In 1811, notwithstanding the restric- 
tions, to- - - - -= - 2,062,000 


Having increased more than three times since 
seventeen hundred and ninety-one, and giving also 
to the manufacturers a larger export than in any 
former year, in addition to their having, in many 
articles, the entire supply of the home market; 
thus affording-to the manufacturers a much great- 
er degree of encouragement than they ever before 
experienced. Let the manufacturers of Phila- 
delphia, and other parts of the Union, also tell, 
then, what are they going to war for? If this be 
the situation of our domestic manufactures, and 
if our agriculture is in a high state of prosperity, 
except for a few articles which a war would not 
improve the demand for, and commerce is aban- 
doned, it must follow, if we go to war, we must, 
as has been stated, go to war for our honor. 

Well, sir, this is a noble theme, perhaps, a boon 
worth contending for; it is the fruitful parent of 
many virtues; it is the germ of whatever adorns 
and sanctifics urbanity. courtesy, and confidence, 
in polished life. The honorable gentleman from 
Maryland, in the fervor of his imagination, pos- 
sibly may think, 

t It were an easy task, 

To pluck bright honor from the pale-faced moon, 

Or dive into the bottom of the deep, 

Where fathom line ne’er sounded, 

And fetch up drowned honor by the locks ; 

So he that brought her thence 

Might, without co-rival, wear all her dignities.” 
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Sir, the feeling, if it exist, is creditable to him ; 


when we were convinced of the fairness of the 


but I can assure him, if this be a-contest for hon- | title, and took possession of it——when we put our 


or, he will not alone “fetch up drowned honor 
by the locks.” nor “without co-rival, wear all 
her dignities.” In this contest, ten thousand gal- 
lant spirits will start with him in the race; ten 
thousand other gallant spirits will struggle with 
him for the goal. 
Where the fugitive has been for the last twelve 
years, I know not; but whether she has been 
drinking salt and bitter tears in the fathomless 
caves of ocean, or wandering an outcast, desert- 
ed and forlorn, among the wilds beyond the West- 
ern mountains, it is equally our duty to welcome 
her return; we should consider it as the harbin- 
ger of better times—as the morning star.of a new 
day—we should make it a jubilee for the nation. 
The tutelary genius of America should receive 
her with open arms; should endeavor to make 
her teach us, in the high-wrought language of 
one of our native bards, to. attempt, once again, 


« Amid our own stars, 

To inscribe a nation’s name.” 
And in a war for henor, in the words of the same 
oet, over whose tomb the cypress has recently 
been suspended, should make us remember, as 

regards more than one Power, that 
“ Base submission, inviting both indignity and plunder, 
Like a worm, kills the oak that could have braved the 

thunder.” 

But, sir, it is more especially the part of honor 
to discriminate, to draw even nice distinctions— 
against'whom, then, should commence this war 
‘of honor? Most unquestionably, in the first in- 
stance, against France. For, let me ask you, sir, 
without going far back, when General Turreau 
wrote his most. insolent letter to the American 
‘Government, demanding an interdiction of the 
trade to St. Domingo, and you complied with it, 
where was your honor? When France under- 
took to deprive you of one of your most essen- 
tial rights of sovereignty, and to declare war for 
you ; to state that you were at war, and she would 
so consider you; and you remained quiet—where 
was your honor? “When she told you that you 
‘were a nation without policy, without spirit, and 
without principle; that you were inferior to any 
assembly of the colony of Jamaica, aud we still 
courted her-—-where was your honor? When she 
plunders, sinks, burns, and destroys, our vessels 
and cargoes; when she manacles and impresses 
our seamen, and marches them, like galley slaves, 
through her territories, and we only complain, 
that these are “the most distressing modes by 


which belligerents can exercise force in opposi- 


tion to righv’—where is our honor? 

When we submit to that most infamous of all 
decrees—the Rambouillet decree, issued in May, 
1810, to take place from March, 1809, by which 
a large amount of American property was seized, 
and never has been restored, under the pretence 
of balancing seizures in the United States which 
never existed—where is our honor ? 

When, after paying double the price which any 


doings on our own statute book, and promulgated 
them to the world—when we had done this, and 
observe a frown lowering upon the brow of an 
apostate Bishop, a wanderer from his country and 
his God—and we shrunk from a possession which 
we still claim—where was our honor? This is 
the foulest stain on the annals of your history ; 
and, if the title be a fair one, the whole military 
force of the United States, if necessary, should 
be put in requisition to wipe it away, and to pos- 
sess and defend the country in question. 

Sir, when Mr. Serrurier told us, in his letter of 
the 23d of July last, that His Majesty the Em- 
peror of France, having an equal interest in all 
“of the States, desires that the relations of com- 
merce should be common to all parts of the Fed- 
eral territory”—when we were told this to our 
teeth, at the very moment, or shortly. before, 
when the whole of New England, possessing half 
the seacoast, and nearly half the tonnage of the 
United States, was under the ban of his empire, 
under a bull of excommunication, and not per- 
mitted to ship to the value of a single cent of co- 
lonial produce to his empire, while permissions 
were given to New York, to Charleston, and, for 
aught I know, to Baltimore, and we made no 
reply, where was our honor ? 

Sir, Í do not complain of the fact, but of the 
delusion with which we are perpetually shufiled ; 
no, sir; on the contrary, so long as France pur- 
sues her present system of conduct toward us, I 
want no intercourse with her; would to God, so 
long as she thus treats us, there were a Chinese 
wall extending from the foundations of the great 
deep to the third Heavens, all round her empire, 
if such a one were necessary, to cut off all com- 
munication between her and us, until she is bet- 
ter disposed to do us justice. 

Thus, sir, although France unquestionably 
should be the first object of attack, yet adhering 
to the Republican principle, that the will of the 
majority, legally expressed, must govern, and the 
nation will not go to war with France, but will 
engage in a war with Great Britain; I am ready 
to admit that, in a war for honor, you have cause 
enough for war against Great Britain. 

I am no partisan of Britain in opposition to the 
interest or feelings of my own country. When 
one of her navy officers inflicted that most out- 
rageous insult upon us—the attack upon the 
Chesapeake—there was not a man in the nation 
who wouid have been willing to have gone fur- 
ther in anything, cursing and boasting excepted, 
to avenge it, than myself. Nor did l ever con- 
tend for the sweeping, extended construction that 
was attempted to be given to her principle of 
blockade. Both these points are, however, now 
happily adjusted; an atonement has been made 
and accepted for the attack on the Chesapeake, 
whieh it would be the part of petulance and cow- 
ardice to repine at, inasmuch as it would be a 
reproach on our own pusillanimity, for having 
received what we ought not to have acceded to. 


„other people would have given for a territory— | And the principle of biockade has been so expli- 
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retorts of Mr. Canning—in my estimation much Look at the case of the brig Julian, carried 
better adapted to the flippant petulance of the tea- | into Norway and acquitted after the payment of 
table, than to the bureau of a statesman. Nor | costs, then again captured by a French privateer, 
was l gratified by the diplomatie mancuvring | and condemned for this, among other allegations: 
and evasions of the Marquis of Wellesley in re- | that if she were an American vessel, she was en- 
gard to the appointment of a Minister to the | titled to be respected by Denmark, and to be re- 
United States, and a revocation of the Orders in | leased without expense, and that the payment of 
Council, which, in my opinion, are equally inde- | these costs, without which the whole property 
fensible in point of principle, whether they are | had been sacrificed in the first instance, was evi- 
attempted to be supported on the ground of retal- | dence of her being British property ! 
jation, cr that of self-preservation. Look at a case still more atrocious—the state- 
I once thought Great Britain was contending j ment of which Į hold in my hand, and whieh I 
for her existence; that dream has now completely have been requested to present to the Senate. 


passed away. And, how isit possible that a third | Its authenticity cannot be questioned ; it comes 
and neutral party can make itself a fair object of | from a highly respectable merchant whom I per- 
retaliation for measures which it did not counsel, | sonally well know, (John Parker, Esq.,) and is 
which it-did not approve, which militate strongly | supported by the process verbal, which I also 
with its interests, which it is and ever has been | have, and other evidence of the facts contained 
anxiously desirous to remove, which it has resist- | in it. It is the case of the brig Catharine, Cap- 
ed by every means in its power which it thought | tain Ockington, and, by the memorial, it appears 
expedient to use—and, of these means, the Gov- | that this vessel sailed from Boston on the tenth 
ernment of the neutral ‘party ought to be the sole | April, 1810, with a cargo consisting of coffee, su- 
judge; which it has endeavored to get rid of even | gar, cocoa, dye-woods, and cotton, bound to Got- 
ata great sacrifice! How is it possible that a | tenburg, in Sweden. and from thence to any other 
neutral country, thus conducting, can make itself | port in the Baltic, which on her arrival at Got- 
a fair object of retaliation for measures which it | tenburg would appear to offer the most advanta- 
did not originate, which it could not prevent,and |geous market. ‘The vessel and cargo Were ex- 
cannot control? ‘Ihe contrary doctrine may be | clusively owned by American citizens, and were 
contended for by the diplomatist in obediencé to | furnished with every document required by our 
his instructions, by the statesman in conformity | laws, or by the laws and usages of nations, in- 
with what he considers the interestand the policy | cluding the most ample certificates from His 
of his country; but that it should now be support- | Majesty the Emperor of France. On her pas- 
ed by any man of sober, unimpassioned mind, | sage to Gottenburg she was captured by a Danish 
can, to my perceptions, be accounted for, only 
from the existence of a prejudice as gross as ig- 
norance made drunk. 

Thus, sir, to my view, the Orders in Council 


privateer, and carried into Jahrsund, where, after 
a detention of ten months and five days, she was 
liberated, subject: however to the payment of 
costs, on the ground that she was bona fide Amer- 
are wholly unjustifiable, let them be bottomed | ican property, and had not contravened either 
either on the principle of retaliation or of self- | the law of nations or the modern law set up by 
preservation’; they might not be untenable, if | the Government of France, and enforced under 
they could rest, which they never could do, on a | its influence and authority in other countries of 
revocation, a bona fide virtual revocation of the | the continent of Europe. 

French decrees; for every gazette from the sea- Thus liberated, after so long a detention, and 
board furnishes damning evidence of their exist- | at an expense of more than four thousand dol- 
ence; and almost every arrival in our ports | lars, and thus furnished with the opinion of a 
showers upon us proofs as thick as hail-stones in vigilant court that she was liable to no suspicion, 
a Summer’s storm. Among others, look at the | the vessel departed from Jahrsund, and proceeded 
ship General Eaton, taken when bound from | to Gottenburg, her original port of destination, 
London .to Charleston, in ballast, exclusively | where finding her cargo unsaleable, she proceeded 
American; the memorial establishing the facts | for St. Petersburg, first stopping at Elsinore to 
has been presented to the Senate by the gentle- | pay the Sound duties, in order to prevent any 
man.from New Hampshire, (Mr. Currs.) Look | possible pretence, either that-she availed herself 
at the account of Captain Lefevre, who has just |-of enemy’s convoy, or that she had made any 
arrived at Norfolk, and whose vessel was burned attempt to elude the laws of Denmark; and 
at sea by a couple of French frigates that had having there complied with all the regulations 
sailed from France after the pretended abrogation | both of France and Denmark, and having also 
of the French decrees, the captain of which told | had the good fortune to escape being visited 
him he had orders to destroy all American vessels by British cruisers, the vessel sailed from Elsi- 
bound to or from a British port, but that if he | nore to St. Petersburg, when, on the 3d of May, 
captured a British vessel, a vessel of their open, | 1811, she was captured by a French privateer, 
acknowledged, inveterate enemy, he could give duly commissioned by the Emperor of France, 
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. and carried into Dantzic. On her arrival at that 
. port, she was put under the control of the Con- 
s sul of France, and all her papers were forcibly 
staken by the said Consul, and sent to Paris, in 
order that legal process might be there instituted 
x against her. f 
.. In unloading the cargo, the most illegal con- 
duct was adopted. Several of the crew were 
impressed for the service of His Imperial Majes- 
ty, and impediments were thrown in the way of 
: the supercargo, by withholding his passports near 
‘two months, although he had applied for them 
to the American Chargé d’Affaires, to prevent 
his getting to Paris to defend the vessel and car- 
go. Thus situated, ‘at a very early period the 
supercargo made known to Mr. Russell, the 
American Chargé d’Affairs at Paris, the circum- 
stances of the capture, who applied to the French 
? Minister of Foreign Affairs, and received assu- 
: -rances from him, that he had made a favorable 
3 report of the case to the Emperor. Notwith- 
: standing this perfect knowledge of the case, and 
the favorable report of the French Minister, the 
Council of Prizes, on the 10th day of September 
Jast, without hearing any plea or defence on be- 
half of the owners of the vessel and cargo, pro- 
» ceeded to the condemnation of them both; in 
*- which, after reciting that the Catharine had been 
; eaptured by the French armed ship the Jenne 
. Adolphe, and that she had been libelled on the 
_ ground “that part of the cargo came from. Span- 
‘ ish and Portuguese colonies, and that, moreover, 
. it consisted of colonial articles, whose importa- 
-, ion was prohibited by His Majesty’s decrees ;” 

that she had been captured by the Danes, and 
: acquitted by the Danish courts, and that she had 

arrived at Gor snbarg, in which port an English 

cutter was then’ lyiug, but which had not hailed 

the Catharine; after reciting that another vessel 
-had hailed her on her passage, the officers of 
. Which had spoken the English language; that 
the captain, supercargo, and mariners, had all 
concurred in these facts; after reciting moreover 
, å complete list of all the papers found on board 
; the Catharine, which consisted of every docu- 
. ment required by the law of nations, and the 
` modern usages of France, all certified by the 
` French Consul at Boston; the Council of Prizes 
proceeded to condemn both vessel and cargo, 
valued at eighty-five thousand dollars, on the 
following pretences, if even such they may be 
called: that “the said brig had anchored at Got- 
tenburg, at which port there was an armed Eng- 
‘lish packet boat, and that this was an indication 
or proof—the cargo consisting also mostly of arti- 
cles of colonial produce--that the same was in 
the interest of the enemy’s commerce; that there 
Was no reason to believe that she entered the 
Baltic without convoy; and if she were not dis- 
turbed by the numerous vessels of the enemy, it 
was because she was an enemy’s ship under an 
American mask;” and they then proceeded to 
condemn both vessel and cargo, and to decree 
that the capture was good and available. Thus, 
if an American vessel is cleared in a Danish 
court as being bona fide neutral property, but 
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subjected to the payment of costs, in a French 
court, the payment of these condemns her, be- 
cause she ought to have been released without 
them. X 

If she has been met with going to, or coming 
from an English port, whether with a cargo. or 
without, this is sufficient ground to capture or 
destroy her; if she has been spoken by a vessel 
from: her own country in the English language, 
or has entered a port where an English vessel 
should be lying at anchor, which did not even 
pay her so much attention as to hail her, she is 
to be condemned ; if no proof is given that she 
took convoy, it is alleged that no proof is fur- 
nished that she might not have taken it; if-she 
is visited by a British ship she is condemned ; and 
if she has not been visited, nor molested, she is 
condemned, because her not bheing so disturbed is 
evidence she was in the interest of the enemy’s 
commerce! Nor has this been done by an infe- 
rior court, or by subordinate agents. The con- 
deranation of the Catharine and cargo was de- 
creed at Paris by the highest prize court on the 
10th September, and was confirmed by the Em- 
peror in person on the 14th, after a full knowl- 
edge of the cireumstances, and after a favorable 
decision on the case had been promised by the 
French Minister of Foreiga Afairs. Thus, sir, 
is situated our commerce as it respects France 
and such is the evidence of the virtual actua 
repeal of her decrees. 

Sull, sir, if we are going to war with Great 
Britain, let it be a real, effectual, vigorous war. 
Give us a naval force. This is the sensitive 
chord you can touch, and which would have 
more effect on. her than ten armies. Give us 
thirty swift-sailing, well-appointed frigates ; they 
are better than seventy-fours; two thirty-six-gan 
frigates can be built and maintained for the same 
expense as one seventy-four, and fur purposes of 
annoyance for which we want them, they are 
better than two seventy-fours; they are managed 
easier, Ought to sail faster, and can be navigated 
in shoal water, We do not want seventy-fours 5 
courage being equal, in line-of-battle ships, skill 
and experience will always insure success. We 
are not ripe for them; but butt-bolt the sides of 
an American to that of a British frigate, and 
though we should lose sometimes, we would win 
as often as we should lose. The whole history 
of the Revolutionary war, when we met at sea 
on equal terms, would bear testimony in favor of 
this opinion. Give us, then, this little fleet well 
appointed; place your Navy Department under 
an able and spirited Administration; give tone 
to the service. Leta sentiment like the follow- 
ing precede every letter of instruction to the cap- 
tain of a ship of war—* Sir, the honor of the 
nation is in a degree attached t0 the flag of your 
vessel; remember, that it may be sunk without 
disgrace, hut can never be struck without dis- 
honor.” Do this; cashier every officer who strikes 
his flag, and you will soon have a good account 
of your Navy. This may be said to bea hard 
tenure of service; but, hard or easy, sir, embark 
in an actual, vigorous war, and in a few weeks, 
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perhaps days, I would engage completely to offi-| As Great Britain wrongs us [ would fight her. 
cer your whole fleet from New England alone. | Yet I should be worse than a barbarian did I not 
Give us this little fleet, and in-a quarter part of | rejoice that the sepulchres of our forefathers, 
the time you could operate upon her in any other | which are in that country. would remain un- 
way, we would bring her to terms with you— | sacked, and their coffins rest undisturbed by the 
not to your feet. No, Sir. Great Britain is, at | unhallowed rapacity of the Goths and Saracens 
present, the most colossal power the world ever | of modern Europe. 
witnessed. Her dominion extends from the ris-| How then, sir, will it-he asked. are we to ope- 
ing to the setting sun. Survey it for a moment. | rate on a Power such as I have described? Let 
Commencing with the newly found continent of | us have these thirty frigates; she cannot block- 
New Holland, as she proceeds she embraces un- | ade them; our coasts are in our favor; the ele- 
der her protection, or in her possession, the Phil- | ments are in our favor; from November to ihe 
ippine Islands, Java, Sumatra; passes the coast | month of March, in the Northern States I mean. 
of Malacca; rests for a short time fruitlessly to | all the navies of all the world could not blockade 


endeavor to number the countless millions of her | them in our ports; with our inclement weather 
subjects in Hindostan ; winds into the sea of Ara- | and northeast and southeast storms, and hazard- 
bia; skirts along the coasts of Coromandel and j ous shores, and tempestuous northwest gales, 
Ceylon; stops for a moment for refreshment at ; which afford the best chances to go off the coast, 
the Cape of Good Hope; visits her plantations | enemy ships of war could not keep their stations. 
of the Isles of France and Bourbon; sweeps | Divide these thirty frigates into six squadrons; 
along the whole of the Antilles; doubles Cape | place them in the northern ports. ready for sea ; 
Horn to protect her-whalemen in the Northern | and, at favorable moments, we would pounce 
and Southern Pacific vceans; crosses the Ameri-! upon her West India Islands, and repeat the game 
can continent from Queen Charlotte’s Sound to j of De Grasse and D’Estaing in 1779 and 1780. 
Hudson’s Bay; glancing in the passage at her! By the time she was looking for us there, we 
colonies of the Canadas, Nova Scotia, and New | would be round Cape Horn cutting up her whale- 
Brunswick; thence continues to Newfoundland, | men. When pursued there, we would skim 
to-look after and foster her fisheries, and then | away to the Indian ocean, and look after her 
takes her departure for the United Kingdoms of | China and India fleets, of whom we would give 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, nor rests until | a far different account from that of Linois, the 
she reaches the Orkneys—the ultima thule of the | Frenchman. Occasionally we would look after 
geography of the ancients. Such an overgrown | her Quebec fleet, and her Jamaica fleet; some- 
commercial and colonial. power as this never be- | times we would do as the French privateers now 
fore existed. True, sir, she has an enormous| do, make our appearance in the chops of the 
national debt of 700 millions of pounds sterling, | Channel, and now and then we might even wind 
and a diurnal expenditure of a million of dollars, | north about, and look into the Baltic. We should 
which, while we are whining about a want of | sometimes meet with disasters, but we have abun- 
resources, would, in six short weeks, wipe off the | dant means to repair them. Well managed, it 
whole public debt of the United States. - would require a hundred British frigates to watch 
Will these millstones sink her? Will they | the movements of these thirty. 
subject her to the power of France? No, sir;| These are the means, sir, by which I would 
burst the bubble to-morrow; destroy the fragile | bring Great Britain not to our feet, but to her 
basis on which her public credit stands, the sin- | senses. The Government of Great Britain is in 
gle word confidence; sponge her national. debt; | some degree a popular one; two.branches of her 
revolutionize her Government; eut the throats of | Gevernment—the King and the Commons—are 
all her royal family, and. dreadful as would be | governed by the popular sentiment, and the hos- 
the process, she would rise with renovated vigor | pital of incurables must always follow suit.— 
from the fall, and present to her enemy a more | Touch the popular sentiment effectually, and you 
imposing, irresistible front than ever. No, sir;| control the Commons; the Commons, by with- 
Great Britain cannot be subjugated: by France; | holding the supplies and the civil list, control the 
the genius of her institutions, the genuine game- | King and obtain a change of Ministry and a 
cock, bull-dog spirit of her people. will lift her | change of measures. In this way you obtained 
head above the waves long after the dynasty of | the peace of 1783. Had it depended on the King 
Bonaparte—the ill-gotten power of France, col- j| and the Lords, you would not have had a peace 
lected by perfidy, plunder, and usurpation, like | until this time. 
the unreal image of old, composed of clay. and of} We can touch the popular sentiment. With 
iron, and of brass, and of silver, and of gold, shall | the fleet I have mentioned we could harass great- 
have crumbled into atoms. ly the commerce of Great Britain; we could 
From this belief ] acknowledge I derive a sen- | bring her people to their senses ; we could make 
timent of gratulation. In New England our | them ask their Government for what object they 
blood is unmixed; we are the direct descendants | continued thus to violate our rights? whether L 
of Englishmen; we are natives of the soil. In | was for the interest of Great Britain to throw us 
the Legislature of the respectable and once pow- | into the lap of herenemy ? Whether it was for 
erful State of Massachusetts now in session, com- | her interest to embitter us toward her still more? 
posed of near seven hundred members, to my | Whether it was for her interest to sever the prin- 
knowledge nota single foreigner holds a seat. | cipal lien of connexion between her and us, by 
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| your enemy takes possession of New Orleans, 
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obliging us to become a manvfacturing people? | add twelve per cent. per annum, to 
And on this head we could make an exhibit that| keep the whole number in repair for 
would astonish both friends and foes. Whether it} ten years, this would be- - - 5,332,000 
was for her interest to force us to become prema~ . - 
turely a great maritime nation, destined; one day : Making - = + 89,820.000 
or other, to dispute with her the sceptre of the = 
ocean? In short, I would make the people ask | Thus giving an efficient maritime force of .30 
the Government cui bono in this war. And the | frigates in complete order for ten years, with a 
moment this is effected on both sides the water, | surplus left sufficient to replace every ship of this 
the war is terminated, the business is finished, and | fleet, should every one of the thirty in that time 
you. have only to agree on fair and equal terms of | be lost or destroyed by the enemy. 

eace. ; Give us, then a navy. The Senate have pro- 

Look at the expense and the effect of the mea- | ceeded thus far with a unanimity and harmony 

sures you have adopted. You are to have a highly honorable to them as men and as states- 
standing army of 35,000 men, 50,000 volunteers, | men. This measure will be considered as the 
and 100,000 of the militia. These you cannot | test of our sincerity. For one, if it be not acced- 
get into actual service without the militia, at less | ed to, however reluctant it may be to my feel- 
expense than forty-five millions of dollars annu- ings, to divide at a moment like this, without an 
ally—the ways and means proposed being less is effectual defence being given us, I shall not con- 
no evidence to the contrary—no experienced mil- | seat to burden my constituents with 
itary man can estimate it at less. What are you | Annual loans to a large amount; 
to'do with it? You overrun Canada without | Additional twenty-five per cent. retention on 
material difficulty, Quebec excepted; that Gib- drawbacks, thereby destroying the colonial 
raltar of the American continent can only be trade, and crippling the Treasury instead of 
taken by regular siege and investment; you must | replenishing it; 
starve it out, but it will be provisioned for three New and heavy tonnage duties on our own ves- 
ears‘at least, and, before you get there, it will be sels; . 

ully garrisoned by experienced troops. Thus, | Duties on salt; 
then, to get Quebec you have got to summer and on licenses ; 
winter a siege in the face of an able and veteran on auction sales, frequently the last refuge 
garrison for three years, and in a climate where, of the distressed ; 
during’ its long winters, the thermometer some- on refined sugars ; 


i times stands at thirty degrees below zero, and the on carriages, chaises, and wagons, for the 


sentinels freeze at their posts. Suppose it then carriage of persons ; 

falls, what ‘do you then get? The gentleman on spirits— 

from Virginia (Mr. Gites) has already told you: Nor shall I, under such circumstauces, by my 
vote, consent to impose on them stamp and direct 

New York, Newport, or some other prominent | taxes, cum multis aliis, that must follow-—expen- 

and important point—you then let one hand wash | ses that ought not to be gone into, except for the 

the other—make the exchange, and leave off just | purpose of vigorously prosecuting a war in such 


Ì where you began, with a debt of $130,000,000 and | 4 manner as to procure a, speedy and favorable 
i} the country subjected to all the evils of war. peace, the only rational object of war. - 


Peace is most unquestionably the polar star of 
the policy and the interest of the United States; 
it should be obtained at every cost short of an 


Instead of three years’ expense of the land 
forces, take one year—call it $45,000,000 instead 
of $130,000,000—contrast this with the expense : : aaa : ; A 
ae Sr rere ike panes eeennios arty on 

ce ; ; ; f 
The existing naval force ip the oe States the war with all the energy, and the force, and 
may be estimated as equal to ten stout frigates; | Power of the nation, let us record our wrongs, 
twenty additional thirty-six gun frigates would | make the best of the existing state of things, and, 
cost, agreeably to the estimate of the Secretary | when we have the ability, punish our aggressors 
of the Navy of November 19, 1811, $162,000 | to the last letter of thealphabet. Possibly this is 


each, equal for twenty new frigates, 5 the real policy of the United States; but. if we 
to - - =- * $ - -= $3,420,000 | are to go to war, give us a navy; tf you do not, 

: . ' ; —— | and our commerce is abandoned, our navigation 
Annual expense of thirty thirty-six- to be swept from the face of the ocean, our houses 
gun frigates, according to the same battered about our ears, and we are denied those 
estimate, at $102,000 annually, is - 3,060,000 | means of defence which the God of nature has 
—— | given us, and to which we are habituated, then, 


indeed, the Northern section of this Union will 


Multiply this sum ten times for ten I 
be little better situated than the colony of Jamai- 


years’ service, and it would give - 30,600,000 


Add the first cost, in complete order, ca; and, forms apart, there will be some cause to 
of twenty additional frigates now suspect that it has little more real voice or weight 
proposed to be built: -~ - - 3,420,000 | in the Councils of the Government than it has in 

For the first years they would want the Parliament of Great Britain. 
but little comparative expense, but Give no cause, sir, for suspicions of this sort— 
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take of your Wavictioas —unmieAe us—let us 
have peace or war. If we have war, let it com- 
mence with one cheering prospect, the prospect of 
uhanimity. Give us this little fleet, and in twelve 
short months after it has been fairly launched upon 
the main, we will engage to render you a good ac- 
count of it, we will be enabled proudly to show 
you, that 

“ Qur march, too, shall be upon the mountain wave, 

Our cannon shall re-echo o’er the deep.” 


Fripay, February 28. 


The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Samuel Lapsley, deceased, was read the second 
ume. 

On motion, by. Mr. Gites, Messrs. BRADLEY 
and Greae were added to the committee to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of Charles 
Minifie. 

Mr. Pors, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of the officers and saldiers who served in the late 
campaign on the Wabash,” reported it amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act for the benefit 
of Christopher Miller ;” and the words nine hun- 
dred and sixty having been struck out of the bill, 
the President reported it tothe House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time? it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee ‘to whom was 
refetred the petition of Larkin Smith, collector 
of the district of Norfolk and Portsmouth, in Vir- 
ginia, reported a bill for the relief of the collectors 
of the ports of Baltimore and of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Luioyn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act authorizing a 
loan for a sum not exceeding eleven millions: of 
dollars,” reported it amended. 

Mr. Worruineton, from the committee: to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act giv- 
ing further time for registering claims to land in 
the western district of the Territory of Orleans,” 
reported it without amendment. 

On motion, by Mr. Smira, of Maryland, the 
further consideration of the bill. entitled “ An act 
concerning the Naval Establishment,” was post- 
poned to, and made the order of the day for, Mon- 
day next. 
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Monpay, March 2. 


“The bill for the relief of the collectors of the 
ports of Baltimore and of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made by Mr. Reep, on the 21st January, 
as amended. 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, that it be refer- 
red to a select committee, further to consider and 
report thereon, it was determined in the negative | 
—yeas 12, nays 14, as follows: 

Veas—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Campbell, of | 


Tennessce, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gregg, How- ti 


ell, Robinson, Tait, Turner, and Varnum. 
N ays—Messrs. Bayard, Campbell, of Ohio, Cutts, 


Gaillard, German, Giles, Goodrich, Hunter, Lambert, ‘#* 
Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of Maryland, and Worth- ` 


ington. 


On motion, by Mr. Luoyn, the motion was fuar- 


ther amended, so as to read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘I 
rected to lay before this House a statement, so far as 


the same may be practicable, exhibiting the number of 


ships and vessels, and the amount of tonnage, and the 
several kinds and amount of merchandise, being of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, 
or territories thereof, and of colonial produce, exported 
from thence to any port or place in France, subsequent 
to the period at which the repeal of the Berlin and Mil- 
an decrees was to have taken place ; stating distinctly 
the duties payable in the ports of France on each arti- 
cle, before and since that period. 

On the question to agree to the motion, as 
amended, it was determined in the affirmative— 
yeas 17, nays 12, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Brent, Campbell 
of Ohio, Crawford, Cutts, German, Giles, Goodrich, 
Gregg, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, and 
Smith of Maryland. 


Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell of Tennessee, — 


Condit, Franklin, Gaillard, Howell, Robinson, Smith 
of. New York, Tait, Turner, Varnum, and Worth- 
ington. 


Mr. Loy», from the committee to whom was | 
referred the petition of Mary Nicholson, reported . 


“ that, in their opinion, it is inexpedient to make 
provision for individual eases of the description 


of that of the petitioner 5” and the report was , 


agreed to. 


“On motion, by Mr. Tarr, the further consider- ; 
ation of the bill was postponed to, and made the - 


order of the day for, to-morrow. 
Mr. Brent presented the petition of Robert 
Youug and others, inhabitants of the town of 


Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, praying - 


a charter for a bank, under the title of the “ Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria,” for reasons therein 
stated; and the petition was read, and referred to 
a select committee, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. BRENT, CAMP- 
BELL, of Tennessee, and TAYLOR, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr. Luoyp presented the memorial of John 
Parker, of Boston, merchant, in behalf of himself 
and the owners of the brigantine called the Cath- 
arine, and her cargo; stating that the said brigan- 
tine, whilst proceeding on her lawful voyage to 
St. Petersburg, was, on the 3d of May, 1811, cap- 
tured by a French privateer, and carried into 
Dantzic and condemned, and praying indemni- 


fication. for reasons stated at large in the memo- : 


rial; which was read, and ordered to be printed 
for the nse of the Senate. 
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The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “ An act concerning the Naval Es- 
tablish ment.” 
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Mr. Crawrorp regretted that his ill health and 
wantof strength would not permit him thoroughly 
to investigate all of the important subjects which 
have been incidentally introduced in the course 
of this discussion. The proposition to build 
twenty frigates has no intimate connexion with 
several of those subjects, which might with great 
propriety have been kept entirely out of view; 
but, as they have been introduced, he would not 
decline their discussion. Such had been the state 
of his health, from the time that this proposition 
had been submitted to the consideration of the 
Senate, that he had not until this morning deter- 
mined to participate in the discussion. The ob- 
servation of the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had made it unnecessary to reply to many 
of the statements and remarks of the honorable 
gentlemen from Massachusetts and Virginia (Mr. 
Lioyp and Mr. Gives.) The latter gentleman 
complains of a change which he says has taken 


place, in the character of the discussions of this’ 


House, whichis highly detrimental to the freedom 
of debate. - He complains that the motives instead 
of the arguments of the speaker have become the 
subject of investigation.. If this complaint is 
founded in fact, it is greatly to be lamented; but 
it may be proper to inquire whether it is not the 


necessary result of another change in the char- 


acter of our discussions introduced by those who 
make the complaint. If, instead of presenting for 
the consideration of the Senate a train of reason- 
ing calculated to elucidate the proposition under 


consideration, the speaker should substitute the 


history of his political life, opinions, and motives, 
he ought not to complain, if his proffered substi- 
tute should be accepted and discussed by his 
opponents. . . `> foe tg 

The same gentleman has taken a review of 


-past roeasures, which are very remotely, if in 


any degrec, connected with the proposition before 
the Senate. Such a review as will enable us to 
avoid the errors into which we may have. fallen, 
from precipitancy or from the want of sufficient in- 
formation of the subjects upon which we have 
been compelled to legislate, may be highly useful. 
But if this review should be conducted simply 
with the design of proving that the reviewer has 
always been right, and those opposed to him al- 
ways wrong, it is impossible to discover any ben- 
efit which can result from it. It may indeed be 


highly gratifying to the speaker, but it cannot 


excite any pleasurable sensation in the bosoms of 
those who are charged with being uniformly 
A procedure of this kind is calculated to 


honorable gentleman has so seriously complained. 
It is natural for every man to believe that his 
opinions are right, and that those who differ with 
him are wrong. The difference between the gen- 


‘teman from Virginia and other men consists not 


in thought but in words. Every man believes 


‘that he is right, but every man does not upon all 


occasions undertake to prove that he has always 
been right. 

The same gentleman has given us the history 
of proceedings at several inofficial meetings of the 


g the Winter of 1809, 


frigates. 
the history of the embargo, and the agency of par- 
ticular individuals in procuring its repeal, had 
any tendency to elucidate that proposition. Upon 
this subject he would only say, that the gentleman 
must be mistaken, in the inference which he had 
drawn, from the vote of the House of Represen- 
tatives on the 5th day of January, 1809, by which 
Mr. Cuirrenpen’s resolution for repealing the 
embargo was ordered to lie on the table. This 
vote is offered by that gentleman as unquestion- 
able evidence, that a majority of that body had, 
as early as that day, determined to repeal the 
embargo. Ifthe honorable gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will take the trouble of examining the whole 
of the Journal of the House of Representatives of 
that day, a part of which it appears he has exam- 
ined, he will find that the inference which he 
has drawn from that vote is contradicted by a 
solemn decision of that House. In page two hun- 
dred and twenty-seven he will find an amendment 
offered to the act for enforcing the embargo, ia 
the words following : 


“Sec. 14, And beit further enacted, That this act, 
and the act entitled an act, laying an embargo on all 
ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the Uni- 
ted States, and all laws supplementary thereto, be, and 


‘| they are hereby repealed, from and after the fourth day 


of March next.” 

The question was decided by yeas and nays— 
yeas 35,nays81. The House of Representatives, 
instead of furnishing evideace of their determi- 
nation to repeal the embargo as early as the fifth 
day of January as the gentleman has supposed, 
gave the most unequivocal evidence of their de- 
termination neither to repeal it then, or two 
months afterwards. Mr. ©. said he was neither 
qualified or disposed to decide between the gen- 
tleman from Virginia and the gentleman from 
Tennessee, touching the agency of the former in 
producing the repeal of the embargo. That gen- 
tleman had ascribed its repeai to the late Presi- 
dent of the United States—~because he had de- 
clined taking into the public service fifteen hun- 
dred seamen. By the estimate for the present 
year it appears that six thousand niue hundred 
and sixty-two seamen will man the whole of our 
public vessels. including twenty-two gunboats. 
The seafaring men in the United States may be 
estimated from sixty to one hundred thousand, 
and yet by employing fifteen hundred, which, 
together with those then in service, might amount 
to five thousand, the gentleman from Virginia 
would have insured the execution of the embargo, 
by creating a scarcity of sailors to navigate the 
vessels destined for its violation. 

But the public vessels called into service by the 
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employment of these fifteen hundred seamen | ings and local interests should have been sof 
would have executed the embargo! An embargo | strongly excited in the discussion of this ques-¥, 
is a municipal regulation and can only be exe- | tion. The gentleman from New York (Mr. GER- bgs 
cuted efficiently upon land. The great mass of | man) has asserted that the people of the Southern ¥, 
violations was committed by vessels which cleared | and ‘Western States are decidedly hostile to com- f 
out for ports in the United States, but which | merce, and that their opposition to the proposi- 
sailed to foreign ports. In sailing from port to j tion to build an additional number of frigates is ff 
port it is impossible to sail in a direct line, and | the result of that hostility, It is highly impor- f 
it would have been equally impossible to have | tant to investigate the truth of this assertion. Its © 
framed instructions which would have enabled | refutation, if untrue, is imperiously demanded, ¥ 
your naval officers to have executed the embargo, | That every well informed community under-; 
if they had had the physical power. But a part | stands its immediate interest, and is disposed to #? 
of the public vessels were in service, and were | tater those measures which are calculated to 
employed in the execution of that measure, and | promote that interest, are propositions which can- # 
yet the gentleman from Virginia has not been able | not be denied. The greatest amount of domestic 
io show that any essential service has been ren- | articles exported from the United States in one p 
dered by them. Upon. this view of the subject | year has been about $49,000,000. The single ar- p% 
Mr., C. said he had voted against the employment | ticle of cotton has constituted about $14,000,000 #4 
of an additional number of seamen in 1809, and | of that amount, and that article is cultivated only # 
believing that the proposition now advocated by | in the three Southern States, the State of Ten- pe 
that gentleman was calculated to diminish and | nessee, and the two Southern Territories. A con- # 
not to increase the. means of annoying Great | siderable portion of North Carolina and Tennes- 
Britain on the ocean he should vote against it. | see does not cultivate cotton for exportation, but ## 
In the year 1809, as well as upon the present | those States export a considerable amount of other p% 
question, he certainly believed he was right, and | articles,* the precise amount of which cannot be | 
he had no doubt that the gentleman from Virginia | ascertained, but there can be no danger of con- #8 
then thought, and now thinks, that he is right. tradiction in hazarding the assertion that the ġa 
” Fhe honorable gentleman from Massachusetts | same number of people in any other part of the ia 
(Mr. LLoyv) thinks that nothing has been done | Union do not furnish the same amount of do- bgi 
by the Governmeni for commerce, whilst com- | mestie articles for exportation. Without com- 
merce has done everything for the nation; that | merce, the annual sum of $14,000,000 in the ar- 
commerce has paid into the public Treasury | ticle of cotton alonc, estimated at a fair price, 
$200 000,000. If it is contended that this sum | would be lost to that part of the inhabitants of the 
has been paid exclusively by commerce, nothing | Southern States which is employed in the culti- ty 
can be more incorrect. The money collected | vation of cotton. ka 
from imposts and duties is paid by the consumer | Who are the most interested in commerce, the + 
of merchandise upon which the duties are im- | growers of the articles, the exchange and trans- jy 
posed. Itiscollected immediately from the mer- portation of which coustitutes commerce, or the | 
chant, and ultimately from the nation. The only | factors and freighters employed in the exchange jy 
money paid into the Treasury which can justly | and transportation of those articles? Can any % 
be placed to the exclusive credit of commerce, is | man doubt for one: moment that the growers, the | 
the sam retained by the Government upon de- | rightful owners of: the articles to be exchanged, | 
bentures, which is only 7-10ths of one per cent. | are more deeply interested in commerce than the 
upon goods paying a duty of twenty per cent. ad merchant and ship-holder, who only make a profit j, 
valorem, and has never amounted to $400,000 in | from the sale and transportation of. the articles i 
any one year. The exportof foreign productions exchanged? ` If the profit they derive from com- | 
from the United States in the year 1807, exceeded | merce should be so enormous as to exceed the . 
$59,000,000, and the sum paid into the Treasury original value of those articles in the hands of 
that year on account of drawbacks was about | the growers, still, it can be demonstrated that the | 
$390,000, which is the greatest amount received | interest of the latter is more vitally ailected by a |, 
from that source of revenue since the organiza- | prosperous or adverse state of commerce, than 
tion of the Government. . that of the merchant or ship-holder. The mer- | 
The duty upon tonnage, like the duty imposed | chant will be regulated in the price which he 4 
onmerchandise, is paid by the consumer or grower | gives to the grower by the state of the market 
of the cargoes transported by the ship-holders, of|and the price of transportation to the market. % 
whom this duty is immediately collected. The | Let the price be what it may in foreign markets, | 
ultimate payment of this duty by the grower or | the merchant is regulated by it, and can only be | 
consumer will depend upon the relative demand | affected by sudden changes in those markets | 
for, and supply of the articles in the market to which may be prejudicial or advantageous to 
which they are exported. Ifthe demand for the | him. It is a matter of small moment to him 
article is greater than the quantity in the market, 
it is paid by the consumer; if the supply exceeds * There can be no doubt that the surplus produc- 
the demand. it is paid by the grower, in the form | tions of those States amount to one-third of the do- 
ofa reduction of the price.of the article equal to | mestic exports of the United States, and their repre- 
the duty imposed. | sentation is less than one-fifth of that of the United 
It is a subject of lasting regret that local feel- | States. 
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high or low price in the market to which they 
are sent, if that price is not variable, because he 
will regulate the price he gives for them by the 
price which he can obtain. But the price which 
those articles will bring in the market to which 
4 they are sent, is all important to the grower, be- 
% cause it will regulate the price which he is to re- 
~ ceive for them beyond the power of his control. 
1 Every circumstance which tends to destroy com- 
petition and reduce the number of markets to 
which our produce is sent, vitally affects the 
interest of the grower. The planter, the farmer, 
js, therefore, more deeply interested in the pros- 
perity of that commerce which finds a market 
for the annual surplus productions of his indus- 
try, than the merchant or ship-holder. This direct 
commerce is indispensable to the internal growth 
and improvement-of the country, and to the com- 
fort and happiness of the people, and, more so to 
the people of the Southern. and Western States 
‘than any other part of the United States. Sir, 
‘we are not so grossly ignorant as to mistake our 
interest in this matter. We know that, without 
commerce, without a market for the surplus pro- 
auctions of our labor, we should be deprived of 
many of those articles which long habit has made 
necessary to our ease and comfort, If, then, we 
are not grossly ignorant of our true interest, 
nothing can be more unfounded than the accusa- 
tion of the gentleman from New York (Mr. Ger- 
i man.) The charge must be the result of igno- 
i rance or prejudice, Mr. C. said he would not 
4 follow the example of that gentleman by saying, 
Ñ perhaps this prejudice might be an honest pre- 
judice.” No, he ‘would not insult the feelings of 
‘that gentleman ; he would not question his vera- 
i city or integrity by stating hypothetically, “ that 
"perhaps his opinions were honest.” Whilst he 
repelled this unfounded charge in the manner 
-which its nature imperiously demanded, he had 


i that gentlemen, whether the result of prejudice 
. or of ignorance, were strictly honest. Mr. C. 
Ml: said there was no man in the nation more friendly 
ito that commerce which he had described than 
if he was, and that no part of the nation cherished 
i it with more ardor than that which he in part 
had the honor to represent on this floor. But, sir, 
i there isa commerce which has been prosecuted 
“i toa very great extent by the commercial capital- 
tt} ists of the United States, for the prosperity of 
ii which the agricultural part of the nation do not 
i feel the same solicitude. 
mw. In the year 1807, the United States exported 
; upwards of $59,000,000 of foreign productions. 
oj ‘This commerce has no connexion with or de- 
¥ pendence upon the annual surplus productions of 
j the country, which is the only commerce that es- 
sentially promotes domestic industry and multi- 
plies the domestic comforts of the great mass of 
the people. This commerce, which is the legiti- 
¢ mate offspring of war, and expires with the first 
si dawning of peace, is prosecuted principally by 
our commercial cities to the east and north of 
..i the Potomac. The landholders, the country peo- 
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ed 
States, never had. and never can have any direct 
interest it. The farmer of the Eastern and Mid- 


dle States, and the planter of the Southern and 


ra eaae 


perity of those of 


Western States, stand in the same relation to this 
commerce. Whether it be prosperous or adverse, 
is a matter of small concern to them, and noth- 
ing but an effort of pure, disinterested patriotism 
could induce them to jeopardize the peace and 
happiness of the nation, and stake the prosperity 
of the direct commerce of the country, for the 
protection of this mushroom commerce. This 
trade, which was carried on chiefly in the pro- 
ductions of the French and Spanish colonies, 

was almost eradicated in 1805 by the decisions of 
the British Court of Admiralty, which establish- 
ed the principle that neutrals should prosecute no 
trade in time of war-which they did not enjoy 
in peace. This decision did not affect the direct 
commerce of the nation. That eommerce in 
which the agriculturist, the farmer, and the plant- 
er, has so deep an interest, was prosecuted as suc- 
cessfully as though this decision had never been 
made. But an acquiescence in this principle of 
the British Government, asserted and promulga- 
ted through its Courts of Admiralty, would have 
been an abandonment of the colonial carrying 

trade, which had been so extensively prosecuted 
by our commercial cities during the present Eu- 
ropean war. Asa neutral nation, we had a right 
to prosecute this trade, however feenly it might 
affect the interest of either of the belligerent na- 
tions, That the extensive prosecution of this 
trade deeply affected the interest of Great Britain 
cannot be denied. It impoverished her West In- 
dia planters, and cherished and promoted the pros- 
France and Spain, with whom 
she was at war. The merchants of the United 
States, under our system of drawbacks, were en- 
abled to undersell the British merchants in foreign 
markets. The productions of tie French and 
Spanish West Indies, through our agency, found 
a profitable market, to the almost total exclusion 
of those of Great Britain. It appears by a report 
made to the British House of Commons several 
years ago, that the best managed estate in Ja- 
maica did not yield more than seven per cent., 
and that the average produce of estates in that 
island did not exceed three-and-a-half per cent. 
The committee which made this report to the 
House of Commons, ascribe the unproductive- 
ness of the West India estates to the commerce 
which the American merchants carried on in the 
productions of their enemies’ colonies, to the total 
exclusion of the productions of the British West 
India islands from the markets of the continent of 
Europe. Among the remedies proposed for that 
evil by the committee is, the exclusion of the 
American merchants, not simply from this com- 
merce, but from all commerce with their enemies’ 
colonies, even for home consumption. Against 
the decision made by their Courts of Admiralty in 
1805, which was intended to give the British mer- 
chants the exclusive right of veading West India 
productions in the Continental markets, the Ame- 
rican merchants in the principal commercial cit- 
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be induced to abandon this principle : they pro- 
posed a special mission, and pledged themselves 
to support any measure the Government should 
adopt for vindication of this right, so essential to 
their interest, A special mission was sent. 
Shortly after this event the Berlin decree was 
promulgated, and the British Ministry seized 
upon it as a pretext, not simply to enforce the 
principle established in their Courts of Admi- 
ralty, that neutrals should prosecute no trade in 
war which they did not enjoy in peace ;-bat that 
neutrals should not trade with any port or place 
from which their vessels were excluded, unless 
they should first enter a British port and pay tri- 
bute, under the denomination of transit duties. 

- Thus, by contending for the right of trade in the 
„productions of the belligerent colonies; by insist- 
ing to be the carriers of France and Spain and 
their colonies, when they were unable to carry 
for themselves, we have jeopardized the general 
commerce of the nation—we have sacrificed that 
commerce. which is essential to the internal 
gtowth and improvement of the country, and to 
the comfort and happiness of the people. And yet, 
sir, we are told that we have done nothing for 
‘commerce ; that we have ruined commerce ; nay, 
sir, we are upbraided by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. German,) with having intended to 
ruin it, and that the people of the Southern and 
Western States are radically hostile to the pros- 
perity of commerce. If, sir, we would take the 
trouble of examining this subject rationally, the 
charge of hostility to commerce would never be 
reiterated against the Southern and Western 
‘States. There is no possible point of collision 
between those States and Great Britain. What 
is the summit of our wishes in relation to com- 
merce? “A good market for the surplus produc- 
tions of-our labor. What nation furnishes us 
With the most extentive and suitable market for 
this surplus? Great Britain. From whom do 
we receive the supply of articles which habit has 
made necessary to our comfort? From Great 
Britain. The benefits resulting from the inter- 
‘course between the Ubited States, and especially 
the Southern and Western States, and that na- 
‘tion, when conducted upon just’and liberal prin- 
ciples, are strictly reciprocal. 

Where is the point of collision between the 
Southern and Western States and Great Britain ? 
None. That point is to he found alone in the 
Eastern and Middle States. The principle that 
neutrals should enjoy no trade in war not per- 
mitted in peace, did not affect the Southern and 
Western States; it almost exclusively affected 
the commercial cities to the north and east of 
‘the Potomac. The principle gave way to, or 
rather was merged* in the Orders in Council of 
November, 1807, which alike destroyed the direct 
commerce of the country, and the colonial carry- 


` 


upon her Councils by the merchants trading to` 
the West Indies, and the inhabitants of those fg 
islands; or they were the result of a mean and 49 
sordid jealousy of the commercial prosperity of § 
If they were the result of $ 


the United States. 
the first cause assigned, the contest now about to 


be waged will be undertaken wholly on account dy 
of the commercial part of the nation; because |g 
the agriculturist, in whatever part of the United }, 
States he may reside, whether in the Eastern jaj 


and Middle or Southern and Western States, has no 
interest in the colonial carrying trade. 
ond cause assigned should be the true one, we have 
ouly to ascertain which of the States are princi- 


pally agricultural, and which are principally 4 


commercial, to determine upon whose account 
the intended war is to be prosecuted. The con- 


test then which we are about to commence, as f 


already stated, is the result of the colonial carry- 


ing trade, or it is the result of the commercial ‘| 
jealousy of Great Britain; it is, therefore, a con- 


test rendered necessary by the injustice of Great 
Britain, to which injustice she has been excited 
by the pursuits and interests of the commercial 


cities in the Middle and Eastern States, and not 


by. those of the Southern and Western States. 
If this contest is now given up—dishonorably 


abandoned—the disgrace of that abandonment, 
and the total exclusion from the colonial carry- 
ing trade consequent thereon, must rest upon the 


Eastern gentlemen. Let them consider of it; let 


them abandon it at their peril. Once abandoned $ 
by those exclusively interested in it, we shall } 
not again be lightly induced to jeopardize the f 
direct commerce of the nation, by engaging ina ; 
contest where we have everything to lose, and | 
nothing to gain—a contest to which, under such - 
circumstances, we shall be impelled neither by 
interest or honor, and in the prosecution of which 
we shall have just reason to apprehend the de- 
fection of those for whose benefit it would be + 
undertaken. 


The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 


(Mr. Luoyp) has presented for the consideration 
of the Senate, a comparative statement of the 
land and naval force necessary for the prosecu: 
tion of a war with Great Britain. 
ments and arguments of that gentleman are en- 
titled to great weight, but there is just reason to 
doubt the correctness of his calculations in the 
present case. 
force and volunteers, making together eighty-five 
thousand, will cost the nation anoually $45,000,- 
000. 
incorrect, because the estimate for ten thousand 
men for the present year is less than $3,000,000. 
Admitting, then, that eighty-five thousand men 
will be kept in service the whole year, the ex- 
pense, according to this estimate, will not exceed 
$26,000,000; and there is strong reason to con- 
fide in their accuracy, because it is believed the 
estimates of this department have never heen 
deficient. But it is not expected, or believed, 


The state- 


He has supposed that the regular 


It is believed that this estimate must be 
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that any large proportion of the volunteers will 
be called into service at any one time, or remain 
long in service when called upon. ` Ít is, there- 
fore, not probable that the land service will cost 
the nation more than $15,000,000, because the 
regular force, if kept in service the whole year, 
will not require an expenditure of more than 
$11,000,000, and it is believed that the volunteers 
and militia who may be called into service will 
pot cost the nation more than $4,000,000. The 
calculations of the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Lioyp,) relative to the Navy, 
are liable to objections of a different nature. He 
estimates the present naval force of the United 
States as equal to ten stout frigates, and the ex- 
pense of building twenty frigates of thirty-six 
guns at $3,420,000. ‘he annual expense of 
thirty frigates he estimates at $3,060,000. The 
estimates of the War Department are not relied 
upon by the honorable gentleman, notwithstand- 
ing the history of that department entitles them 
‘to the fullest credit, while the estimates of the 
Navy Department are implicitly received by 
him, notwithstanding the’ history of that depart- 
ment, from its organization to the present day, 
proves conclusively that they cannot be safely 
relied on. That the estimates of that depart- 
ment, upon which the honorable gentleman has 


founded his calenlations, are not entitled to im- < 


plicit faith, can be clearly demonstrated. The 
vessels in service in the year 1808 carried one 
hundred and sixty-two guns, and cost the nation 
$1,056,872, which is at the rate of $6,520 per 
gun. At this rate of expense, thirty frigates of 
thirty-six guns would’ cost the nation annually 
$7,041,880. In 1809, we had three hundred and 
fifty-four guns in service, which cost $2,816,129, 
which is $7,786 per gun. At this rate of expense 
the thirty frigates would annually cost $8,354,- 
880. In 1812, the estimates are for three hun- 
dred and fifty-six guns, and the expense is esti- 
mated at $2,504,669, which is $7,035 per gun. 
At this rate of expense the thirty frigates would 
cost annually $7,597,800. The estimates of these 
years haye been resorted to because they were 
the only estimates which were at my lodgings. 
The average aunual expense of a gun during 
these three years has been $7,130, and the annual 
expense of the thirty frigates would accordingly 
be $7,700,400, instead of $3,060,000, as estimated 
by the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Luoyp.) That gentleman estimates the 
annual cost of repairs at 12 per cént., and the 
whole expense of thirty frigates for ten years, in- 
cluding the original cost of buildivg twenty new 
ones, at $39,852,000. ‘I'he thirty frigates, accord- 
ing to the average expense of three years of peace, 
actually incurred, will cost the nation in ten 
years $77,004,000, to which add the cost of the 
twenty* new frigates, and twelve per cent. annu- 
ally on that sum, and on the cost of those now in 
service estimated att half that amount, and you 


* $3,420,000. 

{T 81,710,000, making $5,130,000, twelve per cent. 
for ten years is $6,156,000, making together $9,576,- 
000, and added to $77,004,000 is $86,580,000. 


n 


eneee e aa aaa aae: 


that gentleman. 

But there is just reason to believe that the cs- 
timates now presented are under, rather than over 
the truth. The estimates of that department have 
frequently been deficient, and extraordinary ap- 
propriations have several times been made to 
supply those deficiencies. The allowance for re- 
pairs, it is believed, will be found.to be wholly 
insufficient in time of peace, and much more so 
in war. In December, 1809, the head of that. 
department stated that the vessels then in service 
had been so thoroughly repaired, that in the 
opinion of practical men they were greatly supe- 
rior to what they were when first launched, and 
that in consequence thereof, $150,000 would be 
sufficient to keep them in repair for one year. 
At the end of the year, however, it appeared 
$410,000 had been expended in repairs, notwith- 
standing their great superiority to new vessels. 

Mr. President: The estimates which have been 
taken as the basis of my calculation, can be dem- 
onstrated to’ be less than what they must be in 
time of war. In the year 1809, $175,000 were 
transferred from the article of provisions to those 
of repairs, freight, and other contingent expenses, 
when the whole amount of the appropriations 
for provisions was only $567,000. In the year 
1810, $150,000 were transferred from provisions 
to repairs, when the whole sum appropriated for 
that object was $353,610, and $110,000 were 
transferred from the pay to the repair of vessels 
also, when the appropriation for that object was 
$718,115. These facts prove beyond the possi- 
bility of doubt, that the number of men author- 
ized to be employed were neither fed or paid, 
and consequently were not employed. But in 
time of war, the full complement of men must 
be employed, and the article of repairs, which in 
time of peace has so greatly exceeded the esti- 
mates, must in time of war, if they perform any 
service, be swelled to an amount vastly beyond 
that estimated by the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. L.) The expease of a navy 
of thirty frigates, according to the actual expense 
of that department already incurred, cannot be 
safely estimated at less than $10,000,000 annually. 

The honorable gentleman thinks that a naval 
force of thirty frigates employed in the destruc- 
tion of the enemy’s commerce would make her 
calculate—would bring her to terms. Mr. C. 
said if he could believe this he most certainly 
would vote for the proposition; but believing 
that every seaman employed in the public ves- 
sels would be a diminution of that force by 
which the enemy was to be most vitally as- 
sailed, he was constrained to vote against it. The 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky has said, if 
thirty frigates can bring Great Britain to terms, 
why has not the Emperor of France brought her 
to terms, as he is able to send out one hundred 
of such frigates. If the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. L.) is right, Bonaparte possesses 
the means, and no man doubts that he cherishes 
the disposition, to annoy his enemy so as to bring 


159 


SENATE. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Increase of the Navy. 


her to terms. But he has failed in all of his at- 
tempts, and would no doubt fail were he to make 
this. 

The use proposed to be made of these frigates, 
if built. certainly meets my approbation. The 
idea of protecting our commerce hy a naval 
force, which has been pressed with so much ve- 
hemence by some of our navy gentlemen, is 
worse than visionary. A navy can injure com- 
merce, but cannot afford it protection, unless it 
annihilates the nava! force of the adverse nation. 
Unless, therefore, we have the means of creating 
and supporting a naval force able to contend suc- 
cessfully with the British navy for the empire of 
the seas, we must abandon all idea of protecting 
our commerce against that nation. Great Britain, 
with her thousand ships of war, is unable to pro- 
tect her commerce even in sight of her own 
coasts. According to my understanding of the 
views of the. honorable gentlemen, these thirty 
frigates are to be employed in destroying the 
commerce of the enemy, and not in fighting her 
public armed vessels. They are in fact to be 
national privateers. In this point of view, the 
proposition to cashier the officer who should 
strike the American flag seems to be at war with 
the nature of their employment. They are to 
direct their efforts to the destruction of merchant 
vessels, and to avoid collision with the ships .of 
war. It is to be apprehended that men, whose 
duty it is to avoid serious conflicts with the 
enemy, will grow timid from habit, and will re- 
sist but feebly when inevitably forced into them. 
The character of the naval officers of the United 
States makes a regulation of this kind wholly 
unnecessary. Their enterprise, their courage, 
and intrepidity, are too well established to re- 
quire a regulation of such severity. As then the 
gentleman does not intend to dispute the sover- 
eighty even of our own seas with our expected 
enemy with this naval force, but intends to em- 
ploy it in the destruction of merchant vessels, an 
increase of that force appears to me to be wholly 
unnecessary and impolitic. Individual enterprise, 
directed by individual interest, will more effectu- 
ally destroy the commerce of the enemy, than 
any number of frigates in the power of this 
Government to build and employ. The Balti- 
more federal Republican states that a French 
privateer in the Atlantic ocean has captured 
about thirty merchant vessels, and that the im- 
pression made by this single privateer was so 
serious that thirteen vessels, several of which 
were frigates, were employed in cruising for her. 
The truth of this statement may be relied on, 
because that paper is not in the habit of exagger- 
ating French successes, or of aggravating British 
sufierings. But it is said, that although our pri- 
vateers were successful at the commencement of 
the Revolutionary. War, before the conclusion of 
that contest they were entirely destroyed. Ad- 
mitting the fact to be true, it does not necessarily 
follow that such wiil be the result of the war 
now in contemplation. After the first years of 
that contest, the British forces were in possession 


States, which made it extremely hazardous for 
our privateers to approach our own coasts, or 
enter our own harbors. It-is expected that our 
situation will be very different in the event of 
war at this time. 
cipal ports of the United States we expect to ex- ` 
pel them from the whole of their continental 
possessions in our neighborhood. If this should 
be the result of the war, their means of annoy- 
ing our commerce, and of destroying our priva- 
teers, will be greatly diminished, and their power 
of protecting their commerce from the depreda- 
tions of our privateers will suffer an equal dimi- 
nution. 

Mr. C. said that his friend from Kentucky, in 
the discussion of this question, had taken a view 
of the taxes which were intended to be imposed in 
the event of war. Every measure of additional 
expense at the present time involves, at least in 
contemplation, the idea of additional taxes; but 
he should have been glad if this incidental view 
of that subject had been omitted by his ‘honorable 
friend, who, notwithstanding his objections, in- 
tends to vote for such of those taxes as the exi- 
gencies of the nation shall require. Some of his 
observations appeared calculated to make an un- 
favorable impression upon the public mind, against 
internal taxation; although he was convinced 
that the honorable gentleman did not intend 
them to have that effect. If we engage in war, 
these taxes will be necessary, and it will be a 
subject of deep regret if they should be rendered 
more objectionable by the observations of those 
who feel the necessity of imposing them. The 
direct and internal taxes imposed during Mr. 
Adams’s administration were certainly unpopular. 
But, Mr. C. said, he had always understood that 
they were so, because they were believed to be 
unnecessary, and because they were imposed in 
the most objectionable-form. The measures of 
expense adopted by that Administration made 
those taxes necessary; but it was helieved that 
the expensive measures then adopted were not 
required by the actual state of affairs. The na- 
tion disapproved of the object, for the attainment 
of which those expensive measures were adopted, 
and consequently were opposed to the additional 
taxes which were imposed at that time. 

If war is now thought to be necessary by the 
nation, we ought not to doubt for a moment that 
the people will willingly furnish the means ne- 
cessary for its vigorous and successful prosecu- 
tion. If there is not a sufficiency of good sense 
and patriotism in the nation to submit to the im- 
positions necessary for the successful execution 
of those measures which have been adopted pur- 
suant to their wishes, and for the protection of 
their rights, then indeed our rights and liberty 
are but empty names—the idea of our free and 
happy Government, anidle phantom! Whenever 
the fact shall be demonstrated, the preservation 
of our Constitution, and the integrity of the 
Union, will not be worth a struggle. But, until 
it is demonstrated, its possibility ought not to be 
admitted, and will not be admitted by the Na- 


of the principal ports and harbors of the United | tional Legislature. 


Instead of possessing the prin- ‘f 


i the Baltic, or within that sea; particularizing the na- 
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Tuesbay, March 3. act, entitled “An act supplementary to the act, 


entitled ‘An act concerning the commercial in- 
tercourse between the United States and Great 
Britain and France, and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes,” was resumed; and, after de- 
bate, on motion by Mr. Taycor, the bill was re- 
committed to a select committee, to consist -of 
five members, further to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. Taytor, Crawrorp, LLOYD, 
Reen, and Smita, of Maryland, were appointed 
the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 
‘ An act providing for the accommodation of the 
General Post Office and Patent Office, and for 
other purposes,” was read the third time, and 
passed. . 

Mr. Pope communicated a resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Kentucky, recom- 
mending an improvement of the militia system 
of the United States; also, a resolution request- 
ing their Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress to endeavor to procure the establishment of 
certain roads or highways therein mentioned, 
under the authority of the General Government ; 
and the resolutions were read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill concerning the Naval Establish- 
ment; and it was agreed that the further consid- 
| 
| 


Mr. Crawrorp, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of the Board of Commissioners west of Pearl 
river,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. LtoyD stated that he had received, and 
asked leave to submit to the Senate, a resolution 
of the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, approved by his Excellency, the Gov- 
ernur, stating the perfect ability and disposition 
of the government of that Commonwealth to 
make the most prompt provisions for the imme- 
diate supply of such blankets and clothing as the 
General Government may wish to contract with 
the citizens of the Commonwealth for, sufficient 
to meet any contingency which may occur, and 
to request information of any other articles which 
are or may be wanted for supplying the Indians, 
as there can be no doubt of the ability of the Com- 
monwealth to supply, by contract, any such arti- 
cles, mostly, if not altogether, from their own 
manufactories; and the resolution was read. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act making a fur- 
ther appropriation for the defence of our maritime 
frontier,” reported it amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Letn, the further considera- 
tion of the bill authorizing a subscription for the 
Laws of the United States, was postponed to the 
first Monday in April next. 

The bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John 
Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, into a 
company, by the name of the Louisiana Lead 
Company, was resumed; and, after debate, on 
motion by Mr. Luoyp, the bill was referred to a 
seléct committee, to consist of five members, fur- 
ther to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
Bravvey, Luoyp, Gregg, Currs,and Leis, were 
appointed the committee. ` 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

Kesolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House such 
information as he may possess relative .to captures 


te 


eration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 


Wennespay, March 4. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act to alter the time 
of holding the circuit courts of.the United States 
at Knoxville, in the district of ast Tennessee, in 
the State of Tennessee,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee; 
and, having agreed to the amendments, the Presi- 
dent reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time, as amended? it was determined in the’ 
affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act giving further time for registering claims to 
land in the western district of the Territory of 
Orleans ;” and it was ordered toa third reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday by Mr. Sarra, of Mary- 
land, and the motion was amended and agreed 


1811, of vessels of the United States bound to or from 


tion of the captors, the cause assigned for detention, 
the names of the vessels, masters, and owners, and the 
port to which the vessels so detained belonged. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the bill, entitled | to, as follows: 
“ An act to alter the time of holding the circuit! Resolved, That the President of the United 
court of the United States at Knoxville, in the | States be requested to cause to be laid before this 
district of East Tennessee, in the State of Ten-: House such information as he may possess rela- 
nessee,” reported it amended. tive to captures made by the belligerents since 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | the Ist day of May, 1811, of vessels of the United 


“Whole, the consideration of the bill supplemen- į States, bound to or from the Baltic, or within 


ay to the act, entitled “An act to regulate the | that sea; particularizing the nation of the cap- 
e 


collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” to- | tors, the cause assigned for detention, the names 
gether with the amendment reported thereto by | of the vessels, masters, and owners, and the port 
the select committee. to which the vessels so detained belonged. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayar, the further con-| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


sideration of this. bill was postponed until the first | Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 

Monday in December next. act making a further appropriation for the de- 

The third reading of the bill in addition to the | fence of our maritime frontier,’ together with 
12th Con. 1st Sess.—6 
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the amendment reported thereto by the select 
committee; and, having agreed to the amend- 
ment, the President reported the bill to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 

The Senate resumed, as- in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bili, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the Board of Commissioners 
west of Pearl river ;” and it was ordered to a third 
reading. - - 

The following Message was received irom the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

At the request of the Convention assembled in the 
Territory of Orleans on the 22d day of November last, 
I transmit to Congress the proceedings of that body, in 
pursuance of the act, entitled “An act to enable the 
people of the Territory of Orleans to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admission of 
the said State into the Union on an equal footing'with 
the original States, and for other purposes. 

JAMES MADISON, - 


Manca 3, 1812. 


. The Message and documents therein. referred 
to were read, and ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

Mr. Brapvey, from the committee appointed 
on the subject. reported: a bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to ascertain and 
designate certain boundaries; and the bill was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 


Tuvrspay, March 5. 


On motion, by Mr. Luoxp, the memorial of 
John Parker, of Boston, preseuted the 2d instant, 


together with the accompanying papers, was re- |. 


ferred. to the Secretary for the Department. of 
State, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill to authorize the President: of the 
United States to ascertain and -designate certain 
boundaries, was read the second time. 

. The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of the 
Board of Commissioners west of Pearl river,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

„The bill, entitled “An act giving further time 
for registering claims to land in the western dis- 
trict of the Territory of Orleans,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act to alter 
the time of holding the circuit courts of the United 
States at Knoxville, in the district of Fast Ten- 
nessee, in the State of Tennessee,” correctly en- 
grossed, and the bill was-read the third time, as 
amended, and passed. 

Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, also reported 
the amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
making a further appropriation for the defence of 
our maritime frontier,” correctly engrossed, and 
the bill was read the third time, as amended, and 
passed. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the committee appointed 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning the Naval Establishment,” to- 
gether with the amendments. 

After debate, the Senate adjourned. 


Frivay, March 6. 


The bill for improving the navigation of the 
river Potomac was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
the officers and soldiers who served in the late 
campaign on the Wabash,” together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee ; and, after debate, on motion by Mr. Pops, 
the bill was recommitted to a select committee, 
further to consider and report thereon; and Messrs, 
Pope, Grece, and Smrru, of Maryland, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning the Naval Establishment ;” and, 
on the question to add a new section to the bill, 
proposed by Mr. Luoyp, in the following words: ° 

“ And be it further enacted, That the President of | 
the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and | 
empowered, as speedily as may be, to cause to be built, 
on the most approved model, frigates, of a rate not 
exceeding thirty-six guns each, and that a sum not 
exceeding dollars be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated for building the said frigates, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated :” 


It was determined in the negative—yeas 13, 
nays 19, as follows: 

Yzeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Brent, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Howell, Hunter, Lloyd, Reed, 
and Smith, of Maryland. . : . 

Nars—Messrs: Anderson, Bradley, Campbell, of ` 
Ohio, Campbell, of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Gregg, Lambert, Leib, Pope, Rob- 
inson, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and 
Varnum. : 

The bill was further amended by reducing the 
appropriations for repairs from four hundred and 
eighty thousand to three hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and confining its application to the repair of 
the frigates Chesapeake, Constellation and Adams. 
The timber, to be annually purchased for three 
years, is to be such as is “suitable for rebuilding 
the frigates Philadelphia, General Greene, New 
York, and Boston.” 

A new section was also added, requiring the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate to all nominations 
to the office of purser in the Navy, and precluding 
any one from acting in that capacity after a cer- 
tain time who shall nat have been thus first nom- 
inated and appointed ; they are also to give bond, 
in an amount not yet fixed, for the faithful per- 
formance of the duties of purser, &e. 

The bill was, as amended, ordered to a third 
reading. 
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A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled * An act supplementary to ‘An act 
to raise an additional military force,” in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 


Mownpay, March 9. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or rae Unrrep States: 
To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

Tlay before Congress copies of certain documents 
which remain in the Department of State. They 
prove that, ata recent period, whilst the United States, 

. notwithstanding the wrongs sustained by them, ceased 
not to observe the laws of peace and neutrality to- 
wards Great Britain, and in the midst of amicable pro- 
“fessions and negotiations on the part of the British 
- Government, through its public Minister here, a secret 
agent of that Government was employed in certain 
States, more especially at the scat of Government in 
“Massachusetts, in fomenting disaffection to the consti- 
tuted authorities of the nation, and in intrigues with the 
disaffected, for the purpose. of bringing about resistance 
to the laws, and eventually, in concert with a British 
force, of destroying the Union, and forming the eastern 
part thereof into a political connexion with Great 
` Britain. 

In addition to the effect which the discovery of such 
a procedure ought to have on the public councils, it 
will not fail to render more dear to the hearts of all 
‘good citizens that happy Union of these States, which, 
under Divine Providence, is the gurranty of their liber- 
ties, their-safety, their tranquillity, and their prosperity. 

` A Tas -JAMES MADISON. 
Manca 9, 1812. ` 
| 


The Message and documents therein referred 
to were read, and one thousand copies of the Mes- 
sage and documents ordered to be printed for the 

| use-of the Senate; and on motion of Mr. Camer- 
| ‘BELL, of Tennessee, a committee was appointed to 
examine the documents above referred to, and 
| ‘designate such as may be necessary to be printed. 
| Messrs. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, BRENT, and 
Bayarp, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Luioyp submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

Resolved, 'That the Secretary of State be directed to 
lay before the Senate the names of any and all persons 
in the United States, and especially in the State of 
Massachusetts, who have in any way or manner what- 
ever entered, into, or most remotely countenanced, the 
project or the views, for the éxecution or attainment 
of which John Henry was, in the year 1809, employed 
by Sir James Craig, then Governor General of the 
British provinces in North America, and which have 
this-day been communicated to the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States. ` 

Mr. GiLman, fror the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act concern- 
ing tbe Naval Establishment,” correctly engross- 
-ed; and the bill was read the third time as 
amended, and the blanks were filled. 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, to recommit the bill 


for further amendment, it was determined in the 
negative, tats 

On motion, by Mr. Braptey, the bill was 
amended, by unanimous consent, and passed with 


j amendments, 


Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the Message of the President 
of the United States, of the 5th of November, as 
concerns the relations between the United States 
and France and Great Britain, further reported, 
in part, a bill to provide for the designating, sur- 
veying, and granting, the military bounty lands; 
and the bill was passed to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act authorizing a 
loan for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of 
dollars,” together with the amendment, reported 
thereto by the select committee; and,. having 
agreed to the amendment, the President reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. : 

. On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

- The bill entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An 
act to raise an additional military force,” was read 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- 
tee to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
CAMPBELL of Ohio, Crawrorp, and Lets, were 
appointed the committee. 


` Torspay, March 10. 


The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, made in conformity 
with the resolution of the Senate of the 2d instant, 
in relation to the exports to France, &c.; and the 
report was read. : : 

A message feom the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “An act for the relief of Arthur St. Clair,” 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Thomas 
Wilson ;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Thomas Orr,” and a bill, entitled “An act provi- 
ding for the removal of causcs depending in the 
respective district courts of the United States, in. 
the case of the disability of the judges thereof ;’” 
in which bills they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday, by Mr. Luoyp; and, on 
motion, by Mr. Gites, the motion was amended, 
and agreed to as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senate any information which may be in his pos- 
session, and which, in his judgment. nay be com- 
municated without injury to the public interests, 
respecting the names of any and ail personsin the 
United States who have, in any way or manner 
whatever, entered into, or most remotely counte- 
nanced, the project or the views, for the execution 
or attainment of which John Henry was, in the 
year 1809, employed by Sir James Craig, then 
Governor General of the British provincesin North 
America, and which have this day been commu» 
nicated to the Senate of the United States. 
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The yeas and nays having been required on the| The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
resolution by one-fifth of the Senators present, | Thomas Wilson.” was read the second time, and 
those who voted in the affirmative, are, ieee the con last appointed, to con- 

Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Campbell of Ohio, Camp- | sider and report thereon. i 
bell of Tennesi Cutts, Yana, Teena Giles, Gil- The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
man, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lam- | Thomas Orr,” was read the second time, and re- 
bert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Smith of | ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. port thereon ; and Messrs. Wortuincron, Hor- 

Those who voted in the negative, are, sEY, and Connit, were appointed the committee. 


‘ hs et 
Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Condit, Crawford, The pill: eed oe providing for we 
Franklin, Gaillard, Robingon, and Worthington. removal Ol causes depending In the respective 
Mr. Gruman, from the committee, reported the district courts of the United States, in case of 
amendment to the bill, entitled “ An act author- | the disability of the judges thereof, es read 
izing a loan for a sum not exceeding eleven mil- the second time, and referred to a sclect com- 


; : 3 i to consider and report thereon; and 
lions of dollars,” correctly engrossed; and the | mittee, ; 
bill was read the third time as amended, and | Messrs. Crawrorp, Bayarp, and CAMPBELL, of 


H Tennessee, were appointed the committee. 
passed within amendment, Mr. BRADLEY, iom the committee to whom 
was recommitted the bill to incorporate Moses 
Austin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and 
others, into a company, by the name of the 
Louisiana Lead Company, reported it amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act to raise an addi-' 
tional military force,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and having agreed to the amendment, the Presi- 
dent reported the bill to the House accordingly. 
` On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 


Weonespay, March 11. 


The four bills brought up yesterday for con- 
currence were read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. Gar.uarp presented the petition of Natha- 
niel Russell and others, of Charleston, South 
Carolina, praying the remission of interest on 
certain custom-house bonds, for reasons therein 
stated at large; and the petition was read, and 
referred to the Secretary of the Treasury to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayanp, 

Resolved, That the Message of the President 
of the United States, of the 3d instant, together 
with the result of the proceedings of the conven- 
tion assembled in the Territory of Orleans on 
the 22d of November last, therewith transmitted, 
be referred to a select committee, to consist of 
five members, to consider and report thereon by 
bill, or otherwise. 

Messrs. BAYARD, CRAWFORD, Biss, LLOYD, and 
CAMPBELL; of Tennessee, were appointed the 
committee. g : 

The bill to provide for the designating, survey- 
ing, and granting the military bounty lands, was 
read the second time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
supplementary to ‘An act to raise an additional 
military force,” reported it amended. 


FRIDAY, March 13. 


Mr. Wortruincton presented the memorial of 
Eligius Fromentin and Allan B. Magruder, dele- 
gates from the Convention of the Territory of 
Orleans, praying a law may pass, giving further 
time for the entry.of laad claims in the eastern 
district of the Territory of Orleans, for reasons 
therein stated at large; and the memorial was 
read, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; 
and Messrs. WORTHINGTON, Conpit, and Craw- 
FORD, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Gives submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to revise. 
and amend the act, entitled “ An act for dividing the 
Indiana Territory into two separate governments,” 
approved the 3d of February, 1809; and that the com- 
mittee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making fur- 
ther provision for the sale of public lands; and, 
after debate, Mr. Smita, of Maryland, moved 
that the further consideration of this bill be post- 
poned to the first Monday in December next; 
and it was agreed that this motion for postpone- 
ment be the order of the day for Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act repealing the tenth see- 
tion of the act to incorporate the subseribers to 
the Bank of the United States ;” also, a bill, en- 


Tuerspay, March 12. 

The PresipEnT communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of Treasury, with 
a statement of the emoluments of the officers 
employed in the collection of the customs for 
the year 1811; which were read. 

Mr. Horsey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to incor- 
porate the trustees of the Georgetown Lancaster 
School Society,” reported it without amendment. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Ar- 
thur St. Clair,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon ; and Messrs. Crawrorb, BAYARD, 
and Brapey, were appointed the committee. 
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passed to the second reading. . : 
`. The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
To the Senate of the United States : 
` I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of 
‘State, complying with their resolution of the 10th in- 
‘stant. JAMES MADISON. 
: DrranrmMent or Stare, March 12, 1812. 
_ The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the Senate of the 10th instant, has the 
honor to report, that this department is not in posses- 
_sion of any names of persons in the United States, 
who have, in any way or manner whatever, entered 
nto or countenanced the project or the views, for the 
execution or, attainment of which, John Henry was, 
in the year 1809, employed by Sir James Craig; the said 
John Henry having named no persons or person as 
($. being concerned in the said project or views referred 
to in the documents laid before Congress on the 9th 


instant. Which is respectfully submitted. - 
JAMES MONROE. 


“The Message and report were read, and one 
thousand copies thereof ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Brent, from the committee to whom the 
. subject was referred, reported a bill to incorpo- 
xate a bank inthe town of Alexandria, by the 
name and style of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alex- 


a second reading. . 
> On motion, by Mr. Brent, the Message of the 
President of the United States of the 9th instant, 
„together with the accompanying documents, also 
fit the Message and report of the 12th instant, was 
qj Teferred to the committee to whom was referred, 
“7 onthe Sth of November last, so much of the 
i; Message of the President of the United States as 
iN- concerns the relations between the United States 
vg and France and Great Britain, to consider and 
` report thereon. : . 
. Mr. Luoyn, from the committee to whom was 
` referred the bill to alter the times of holding the 
tireuit courts of the first circuit, reported it 
amended, 
Mr. ANvERSON presented the petition of Rich- 
vard Mitebill, of the county of Hawkius, in the 
ay. State of Tennessee, praying remission of certain 
judgments obtained against him by the United 
„States, in the circuit court at Knoxville, in the 
i’ State of Tennessee, for reasons therein stated al 
i large; and the petition was read. 
if _ The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
a "Whole, the bill to authorize the President of the 
ef United States to ascertain and designate certain 
boundaries; and, after debate, the further consid- 
W eration thereof was postponed. 
id Mr. Biss, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act supple- 
. mentary to an act to raise an additional military 
force,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill was read 
the third time, and passed with amendments. 


i . 


_andria; and the bill was read, and passed to the. 


The bill, entitled “Au act repealing the 10th 
section of the act to incorporate the subscribers 
to the Bank of the United States,” was read the 
second time. , i 

The bill, entitled “An act giving further time 
to the purchasers of public land northwest of the 
river Ohio to complete their payments,” was read 
the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 14th inst. on the subject; and, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
revise and amend the act, entitled “An act for 
dividing the Indiana Territory into two separate 
governments,” approved the 3d day of February, 
1809; and that the committee have leave to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 

Messrs. Gites, Bayard, and Pore, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The bill to incorporate a bank in the town of 
Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria, was read the sec- 


ond time. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion to postpone the bill makiog further pro- 
vision for the sale of public lands to the first 
Monday in December next: and on motion, by 
Mr. Smrru of Maryland, it was agreed that the 
further consideration thereof be postponed to, and 
be made the order of the day for, Wednesday 
next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to alter the 
times of holding the circuit courts of the first 
circuit, together with the amendments reported 


‘thereto by the select commiitee;:and ets | 


agreed to the amendments, the President reporte 
the bill to the House accordingly. . 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the afirmative. 


The following Message was received from the 

PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES: 
To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States: 

I lay before Congress a letter from the Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great 
Britain to the Secretary of State. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Mazer 13, 1812. 


The Message and letter therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate; and, on motion, by Mr. GREGG, 
they were referred to the committee to whom 
was referred, the 13th instant, the Message of 
the President of the United States, of the 9th, 
together with the accompanying documents, also 
the Message and report of the 12th instant, in 
relation to the same subject, to consider and re- 
port thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole. the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to incorporate the trustees of the George- 
town Lancaster Schoo! Society,” and it was 
ordered to a third reading. 
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Mr. Grece, from the committee to whom was 
referred the joint resolution respecting the arts 
and manufactures of the United States, reported 
an amendment; and the amendment having been 
considered and agrecd to as in Committee of the 
Whole, the President reported the resolution to 
the House accordingly. i 

On the question, Shall this resolution be read 
a third time as amended ? it was determined in 
‘the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, it was agreed 
that the consideration of the bill for improving 
the navigation of the river Potomac be made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to carry into effect an act of the 
Legislature of the State of Maryland; and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

Mr. Crawrorp, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act providing 
for the removal of causes depending in the re- 
spective. district courts of the United States, in 
ease of the disability of the judges thereof,” re- 
ported it with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
‘informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
two first of the amendments proposed by the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act concerning 
the, Naval Establishment,” and disagree to the 
remainder of said amendments. hey have 
passed a bill. entitled “An act to enable the peo- 
ple of the Mississippi Territory to form a consti- 
tution and State government. and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States;” also, a bill, 
entitled “An act relinquishing to the Corporation 
of the city of New Orleans the use and posses- 
sion of a lot in the said city; in which hills they 
-ask the concurrence of the Senate. 

- The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. Pan 

Mr. Bavaro, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, reported a bill for the admissivn of 
the State of Louisiana into the Union, and to ex- 
tend the laws of the United States to. the said 
State; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. : . i 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John 
Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, into a 
company, by the name of the Louisiana Lead 
Company, together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and having 
agreed to sundry amendments, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 


on; and Messrs. CrawrorD, ANDERSON. FRANK- 
Lin, GREGG, and TavLor, were appointed the 
committee. f 

The bill, entitled “ An act relinquishing to the 
Corporation of the city of New Orleans the use 
and possession of a lot in the said city,” was read 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- 
tee, to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
Grece, Conprr, and Camrbett of Tennessee, 
were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Wortuineron, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An act for 
the relief of Thomas Orr,” reported it without 
amendment. 


Mr. Sartu, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to lay before this House a view of all the appro- 
priations made by the several acts passed during the 
present session, and to include therewith the interest 
payable on the Louisiana debt, and the amount paya- 
ble during the present year, (under the act making 
provision for the redemption of the whole of the public 
debt of the United States,) for the interest and reim- 
bursement of the domestic debt of the United States; 
and, also, a statement of the balance remaining in the 
Treasury of the United States on the 31st of Decem- 
ber last, and of the balances unexpended on the same 
day in the hands of the Treasurer of the War and Na- 
vy Departments. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives- to the bill, entitled “ An act concerning the 
Naval Establishment ;” and, on motion, by Mr. 
GILEs, 

Resolved, That they insist on their amendments 
disagreed to, and ask a conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Gites, Luoyp, and 
CrawrForbD, be the managers at the said confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
amendment to the joint resolution respecting the 
arts.and manufactures of the United States, cor- 
‘rectly engrossed ;” and the resolution was read 
the third time as amended, and passed with an 
amendment. 

Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, reported the 
bill to carry into effect an act of the Legislature 
of the State of Maryland, correctly engrossed ; 


the bill to alter the times of holding the circuit 
courts of the first circuit correctly engrossed ;. 
and the bill was read the third time as amended, 
and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the 
Trustees of the Georgetown Lancaster School 
Society,” was read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for improving the navigation of 
the river Potomac; and a motion was made, by 
Mr. Annerson, to amend the bill; and, on his 
motion, it was agreed that the further considera- 
tion thereof be postponed to, and be made the or- 
der of the day for, Friday next. 


Tuxsvay, March 17. 


The bill, entitled “ An act to enable the people 
of the Mississippi Territory to form a constitution 
and State government, and for the admission of 
such State into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sist of five members, to consider and report there- 


and the bill was read the third time, and passed. _, 
Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, also reported” 
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The bill for the admission of the State of Lou- 
isiana into the Union, and to extend the laws of 
the United States to the said State, was read the 

- second time. 

' On motion, by Mr. Anpsrgon, the bill for the 
relief of Thomas and William Streshly was re- 
committed to aselect committee, further to con- 
sider and report thereon ; and the petition of Rich- 
‘ard Mitchill, presented the 13th instant, was re- 
ferred to the same committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon by bill or otherwise. 
' Messrs. ANDERSON, Biss, and Leis, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
‘Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act repealing the tenth section of the act to in- 
corporate the subscribers to the Bank of the Uni- 
‘ted States.” 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

On motion, it was agreed that the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of: the representatives of 
Samuel Lapsley, deceased; be made the order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. WORTHINGTON, it wasagreed 
that the bill, entitled “An act giving further time 

. to the purchasers of the publie land northwest of 
. the river Ohio, to complete their payments,” be 
ostponed to,and be made the order of the day 
or, Monday next.. 


Wennespay, March 18. 


On motion, by Mr. Crawrorp,-the Senate re- 
sumed; as in. Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill, entitled “An act providing 
for the ‘removal of causes ‘dependiug in the re- 
spective district courts of the United States, in 
case of the disability of the’ judges thereof,” toge- 
ther with the amendments reported thereto by the 

‘select committee; and, having agreed to the 
amendments, the President reported the bill to 
the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 


time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- |. 


< mative.. 

Mr.. Briss, fron the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill last mentioned correctly 
engrossed ; and, on motion, by Mr. CRAWFORD, 
the bill was read the third time as amended, by 
unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 
- and that the title thereof be “An act providing 

_ for the trial of all causes pending in the respect- 
_ ive district courts of the United States, in ease of 

the absence or disability of the judges thereof.” 

Mr. Bravuey gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill to carry into 
effect the provisions of the eighth section of the 
act regulating grants of land, and providing for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States 
south of the State of Tennessee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to incorpo- 
`. rate Moses Austin, Joha Rice Jones, Henry Aus- 
tin, and others, into a company, by the name of 
the Louisiana Lead Company; and the bill hav- 
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ing been further amended, the President reported 
it to the House accordingly. a 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. ; 

The Senate resumed the bill making further 
provision for thesale of the public lands. i 

On motion, by Mr. CAamPRELL, of Ohio, it was 
agreed that the further consideration thereof be 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for, 
| Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House insist on 
their disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act concerning’ 
the Naval Establishment.” They agreé to the 
conference proposed on the subject, and have ap- 
pointed managers on their part. They have 
passed the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
act to establish the quartermaster’s department, 
and for other purposes,” with amendments; in 
which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate.: f 

The Senate resumed, as`in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of the representa- 
tives of Samuel Lapsley, deceased. ; 

On motion, by Mr. Brapusy, toamend the bill 
by adding au additional section, in the following 
words: es 

“ And be it further enacted, That the accounting 
officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, di- 
rected to adjust and settle a final settlement certificate, 
No. 46,473, for fifty-eight dollars and eighty-nine 
ninetieths, and interest from the first day of January, 
1783, issued in the name of Joseph Young, by John 
Pierce, commissioner of army accounts for the United 
States, on the first day of March, 1784; and that the 
amount due on said certificate be paid to the said Jo- 
seph Young, or bearer, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That 
said certificate shall be lodged with the Register of the 
Treasurer, and cancelled prior to the payment 
thereof ;” 


And the motion was determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 6, nays 22, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, German, Hunter, Robin- 
son, ‘Taylor, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
j of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Cutts, Frank- . 
) lin, Gaillard, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Howell, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Smith of 
New York, Tait, ‘I'urner, and Varnum. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
; and read a third tiine? it was determined in the 
| negative—yeas 14, nays 15, as follows : 

Yuas—Mossrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ohio, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Dana, Giles, Goodrich, Hun- 
ter, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Tait, and 
Worthington. f 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Condit, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, German, Gregg, Howell, Lambert, 
Robinson, Smith of New York, Taylor, Turner, and 
Varnum. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to provide for the designating, 
surveying, and granting. the military bounty 
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lands; and, on motion by Mr. BrapLey, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof, was postponed until 
Tuesday next. é 
The bill, entitled “An act repealing the tenth 
section of the act to incorporate the subscribers to 
the Bank of the United States,” was read the third 
time, and passed. i 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Thomas Orr;” aud the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 
` The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of the collectors of the ports of Baliimore and of 
Norfolk and Portsmouth ; and, on the question, 
Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third time? 
it was determined in the negative. 


Trurspay, March 19. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
entitled “An act tò establish a quartermaster’s de- 
partment, and for other purposes.” 

On motion by Mr. Smits, of Maryland, they 
were referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. Smirn, of Mary- 
land, Crawrorp, and Varnum, were appointed 
the committee. oF . 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the ad- 
mission of the State of Louisiana into the Union, 
and to extend the laws of the United States to the 
said State. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, 
Henry Austin, and others, into a company, by the 
name of the Louisiana Lead Company; correctly 
engrossed. ; 

On motion by Mr. Lioyp, the dill was recom- 
mitted to a select committee, further to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. LLoyp, BRADLEY, 
and GREGG, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
-act for the relief of Thomas Orr ;” and the bill 
having been amended, the President reported it to 
the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the nega- 
tive. 

On motion, by Mr. Brent, it was agreed that 
the bill to incorporate a bank in the town of 
Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria, be made the order 
of the day for Tuesday next. 

Mr. Braptey asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to carry into effect the provisions of the 
eighth section of the act regulating the grants of 
land, and providing for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States south of the State of Ten- 


Fripay, March 20. 


Mr. Smita, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the amendments af the 
House of Representatives to the bill, entitled “An 
act to establish a quartermaster’s department, and 
for other purposes,” made report. Whercupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate disagree to all the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the said bill, and insist on their disagreement, and 
ask a conference on the subject-inatter thereof. 

Messrs. Satu, of Maryland, Bayanp, and 

| CRAWFORD, Were appointed the managers at the 
| said conference on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the admission of the 
State of Louisiana into the Union, and to extend 
the laws of the United States to the said State ;” 
in which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. i 

The bill was twice read, by unanimous con- 

ent, and referred to a select committee, to con- 

sist of five members, to consider and report 

| thereon; and Messrs. BAYARD, CRAWFORD, LLOYD, 
Brrr, and Campre tL, of Tennessee, were appoint- 
ed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for improv- 
‘ing the navigation of the river Potomac; and, 
after debate, on motion of Mr. Bran ey, the bill 
was recommitted to a select committee, to con- 
sist of five members, further to consider and re- 

‘port thereon; and Messrs. Goopricu, BAYARD, 
Bravwey, Brent, and Gives, were appointed the 
committee, 

Mr. Girman, from the committee, reported the 
bill for the admission of the State of Louisiana 
into the Union, and to extend the laws of the 
United States to the said State, correctly engross- 
ed; and, on motion by Mr. Bayany, it was re- 
committed to the committee to whom was refer- 
red, this day, the bill brought up from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, on the same 
subject, further to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Gites, from the managers on the part of 
the Senate on the bill, entitled “An act concern- 
ing the Naval Establishment,” made report. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in 
the first and third, and disagree to the second 

amendment to the bill, entitled “An act provid- 
ing for the trial of all causes pending in the re- 
spective district courts of the United States in 
case of the absence or disability of the judges 
thereof.” 

On motion, by Mr. Crawrorn, the Senate re- 
one from their second amendment to the said 

ill. 

Mr. Lioyon, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill to incorporate Moses Aus- 
tin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, 
into a company, by the name of the Louisiana 
Lead Company, reported it amended. 

Mr. Wortuineron, from the committee to 


nessee ; and the bill was read, and passed to the | whom was referred the representation of the del- 


sceond reading. 


egates from Orleans Territory, reported a bill giv- 
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ing further time for registering claims to land in 
the eastern district of the Territory of Orleans. 
and-the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 


Monpay, March 23. 


The Vice Prestpent being indisposed, the 
Senate adjourned. 


Tourespay, March 24. 


In the absence of the Vice PRESIDENT, on 
motion of Mr. Lioyp, the Senate proceeded to the 
choice of a President pro tempore, as the Consti- 
tution provides, and WiLLIAaM H. CRAWFORD was 
elected. 

Mr. Pore, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill, entided “An act for the 
relief of the officers and soldiers who served in 
the late campaign on the Wabash,” reported it 
amended. : 

The PresipenT communicated a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the’petition of Na- 
thaniel Russell,and others, of Charleston, South 
Carolina, referred to him on the 11th instant, and 
the report was read, and ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. - 

A. message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House insist on 
their amendments disagreed to by the Senate, to 
the bill, entitled “An act to establish a quarter- 


_ master’s department, and for other purposes.” 


They agree to the conference proposed on the 
subject, and have appointed managers on their 
part. They have passed a bill, entitled “An act 
making provision for certain persons claiming 
lands under the several acts for the relief of the 
refugees from the British provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia ;” in which bill they request the 


| concurrence of the Senate. 


The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


| Whole, the bill to iucorporate a bank in the town 


of. Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria; and, on motion by 


a Mr. Brent, it was recommitled to a select com- 


mittee, further to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. BRENT, CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, and 
TAYLor, were appointed the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Bavar, the petitions of the 
inhabitants of that part of Louisiana called Feli- 


| ciana, lying between the Pearl and Mississippi 


rivers, upon the subject of annexation to the 
State of Louisiana, was referred to the committee 
to whom was referred the bill for the admission 
of the State of Louisiana into the Union, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Smita of Maryland, from the managers 
at the conference on the part of the Senate on 
the bill, entitled “An act establishing a quarter- 
master’s department, and for other purposes,” 
made report. 

On motion, by Mr. Gries, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the report of the managers 


at the conference on their part. on the bill, en- 
titled “An act concerning the Naval Establish- 
ment.” ; 

Whereupon, Resolved, That they so far recede 
from their amendments as to agree to the report 
of the managers; and that the bill be so modified. 

The bill to carry into effect the provisions of 
the eighth section of the “Act regulating the grants 
of land, and providing for the-disposal of the lands 
of.the United States south of the State of Ten- 
nessee,” was read the second time, and referred to 
a select committee, to consist of five members, to 
consider and report thereon; and Messrs. Brap- 
Ley, Tait, Greca, Lioyp, and Hunter, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to incorpo- 
rate Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, Henry Aus- 
tin, and others, into a company, by the name of 
the Louisiana Lead Company, together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee ; and having in part agreed to the report 
of the committee, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the. 
Whole, the bill to provide for the designating, 
surveying, and granting, the military bounty 
land; and on motion, by Mr. Camppect, of T'en- 
nessee, the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned until to morrow. 


Wepnespay, March 25. 


The bill giving further time for registering 
claims to land in the eastern district of the Ter- 
ritory of Orleans, was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act making provision for 
certain persons claiming lands under the several 
acts for the relief of the refugees from the British 
provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia,” was read 
the second time, and referred to the committee to 
whom was recommitted, on the 28th January, 
the .bill which originated in the Senate on the 
same subject, to consider and report thereon. 

On motion, the Senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the report of the managers at the confer- 
ence on their part, on the bill, entitled “An act 
establishing a quartermaster’s department, and 
for other purposes.” Whereupon, een 

Resolved, That they recede from their disa- 
greement to the amendments of the House of 
Representatives, so far as to agree lo the report 
of the managers, and that the bill be so modified. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
modification of the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill, entitled “An act concerning the Naval 
Establishment,” as reported by the managers at 
the conference on the said bill, The House 
of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled 
*An act for the organization of a corps of arti- 
ficers,” in which bill they request the concurrence 


of the Senate. 
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The bill last mentioned was read, and passed | 
to a-second reading. ae 
Mr. Greca, from the committee to whom was ' 
referred the ‘bill, entitled “An act relinquishing 
to the Corporation of the city of New Orleans 
the use and possession of a lot in the said city,” | 
reported it with an amendment, and the amend- | 
ment was considered and agreed to, as in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole and the President reported ! 
the bill to the House accordingly. i 
On the question, Shall this bill be read a third | 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- | 
‘mative. 1 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled į 
“An act for the relief of the officers and soldiers : 
who served in the late campaign on the Wabash,” i 
together with the amendments reported thereto | 
by the select committee, and the report was | 
in part adopted ; and, after debate, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to morrow. 
Mr. Gilman, from the committee, reported the | 
bill to.incorporate Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, | 
Henry Austin, and others, into a company, by | 


the name of the Louisiana Lead Company, cor- | 
rectly engrossed. ! 

Mr. Bavarp, from the committee to whom was | 
referred- the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives, entitled “An act for the admission of the 
State‘of Louisiana into the Union, and to extend 
the laws of the United States to the said State,” 
reported it with amendments. 


Tuurspay, March 26. 
Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 


the officers and soldiers who served in the late # 


campaign on the Wabash.” 


On motion, by Mr. Braptey, it was agreed to | 
amend the second section by adding a proviso iÈ 


thereto. 


On motion, by Mr. German, to amcnd the *¥: 
second section of the bill, line three, by inserting i 
the words “army and,” extendisg the provision | 
to the regular troops as well as militia, it was de- - 
termined in the negative—yeas 13, nays 15, as ` 


follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Cutts, German, Giles, 
Gilman, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Smith of 
Maryland, Smith of New York, and Taylor. 


Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell of Tennessee, . 


Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Goodrich, Leib, 
Lloyd, Pope, Reed, ‘Tait, Turner, Varnum, and Wor- 
thington. 

On motion by Mr. GERMAN, to strike out the 
second section of the bill, amended as follows: 

Szc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers, 
according to the rank which they held, as aforesaid, 
the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the vol- 
unteers or militia, who served in the said campaign, 


! and who were killed or died of wounds received in said 


service, leaving a widow, or, if no widow, shall have 


left a child or children, under the age of sixteen years, © 


such widow, or, ifno widow, such child or children, 
shall be entitled to, and receive, the halfof the monthly 
pay to which the deceased was entitled at the time of 
his death, or receiving the wound of which he died, 
for and during the term of five years; and in case of 
the death or intermarriage of such widow, before the 
expiration of the term of five years, the half pay, for 


the remainder of the term, shall go to the child or child- ! 
ren of such deceased officer or soldier, whilst under the `! 


age of sixteen years; and in like manner, the allow- 
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amendments to the bill, entitled “An act relin- | ance to the child or children of such deceased, where 
quishing to the Corporation of the city of New | there is no widow, shall be paid no longer than while 
Orleans the use and possession of a lot in the said | there is a child or children under the age aforesaid: 
city,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill was read | Provided, That no greater sum shall be alluwed in any 
the third time as amended; and the title having case to the widow, or to the child or children, of any 


-been.amended, the bill was passed, > | 

“Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, also stated 
the report of the managers at the conference on 
the part of the Senate, on the bill entitled “An 
act establishing a quartermaster’s department, and 
for other purposes,” correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Brap_ey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of the eighth section of the act regulating 
the grants of land, and providing for the disposal | 
of the lands of: the United States south of the 
State of Tennessee, reported it without amend- 
ment. | 

Mr. Goonricn, from the committee to whom | 
was recommitted the bill for improving the navi- j 
gation of ‘the river Potomac, reported it with 
amendments.’ 

The bill, entitled “An act for the organization 


officer, than the half pay of a lieutenant colonel :” 


It was determined in the negative—yeas 6, nays 
22,as follows: 

Yesas—Messrs. Cutts, German, Lambert, Lloyd, Tur- 
ner, and Varnum. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
of ‘Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, 
Leib, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New 
York, Tait, Taylor, and Worthington. 

And the President reported the bill to the House 
as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read the third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making pro- 
vision for the sale of the public lands, together 


of a corps of artificers,” was read the second time ; with the motion for postponement to the first 

and referred to.a select committee, to consider | Monday in December. next; and, on motion, by 

and report thereon; and Messrs. Reen, Gitman, | Mr. Gites, the further consideration thereof was 

and Smiru of Maryland, were appointed the | postponed until to-morrow. 

. committee. A message from the louse of Representatives 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the; informed the ‘Senate that the House agree to the 

Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of | modification of the amendments to the bill, enti- 
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tled “An act establishing a quartermaster’s de- 
partment, aad for other purposes,” as reported by 
the managers.at the conference on the said bill. 
A. They have passed a bill, entitled “An act to au- 
thorize the Secretary of War to exchange lands 
with the Ursuline Nuns of the city of New Or- 
leans ;” in which bill they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 
The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 

the second reading. 

.. The engrossed bill to incorporate Moses Aus- 
„tin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, 
4 into a company, by the name of the Louisiana 
# -Lead Company, was read the third time. 
° On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
A determined in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 12, 

as follows: 
4  Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Condit, Craw- 

ford, Dana, German, Goodrich, Gregg, Howell, Hun- 
| ter, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, and Worthing- 
4 ton. 
H. Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Franklin,’ Giles, Horsey, 
Y Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of Maryland, Tur- 
N. ner, and Varnum. 
4 .So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
‘that the title thereof be, “An act to incorporate 
41. Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, 
#-and others, into a company, by the name of the 
# Louisiana Lead Company.” 


RT 


Fripvay, March 27. 


. The bill entitled, “An act to authorize the Sec- 
retary of War to. exchange lands with the Ursu- 
: kine Nuns of the city of New Orleans,” was read 
“the sccond time, and referred to a select commit- 
‘tee,.to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. 
wm GREGG, Dana, and Brent, were appointed the 
@ committee. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of ‘Tennessee, submitted the 

‘following motion for consideration : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire what provision ought to be made by law for 
; completing titles on such special entries, locations, and 
:surveys of lands, in the State of Tennessee, as were 
made pursuant to the laws of North Carolina, and re- 
cognised by the act of the said State, commonly called 
the cession act, and which lie west and south of the 
ine described in an act of Congress, entitled “An act 

to authorize the State of 'l'ennessee to issue grants and 
_ perfect titles to certain lands therein described,” &c. 

“passed on the 18th of April, 1806, and within the 
pounds to which the Indian title has been extinguished ; 
-and that the committee have leave to report by bill or 
i. otherwise.” 

Mr. GiLman, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act for the 
reliefof the officers and soldiers who served in 
` the late campaign on the Wabash,” correctly en- 
grossed ; and the bill was read the third time as 
i amended, : 

; .. On motion, by Mr. Reep, to recommit the bill, 
‘It passed in the negative. 
Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
“l Whole, the consideration of the bill making fur- 


ther provision for the sale of public lands, together 
with the motion for -postponement ; and the far- 
ther consideration of the bill was postponed until 
the first Monday in December next. Lo 

Mr. BAYARD, from the committee appointed to 
consider the subject, reported a bill to enlarge the 
limits of the State of Louisiana; and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill for the relief of Charles Minifie, 
reported it with amendments. 

The Senate resumed, asin Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to ascertain 
and designate certain boundaries. 

On motion, by Mr. German, to strike out the 
second section of the bill, which provides for the 
ascertaining where the waters of Connecticut 
river intersect the northernmost part of the 45th 
degree of north latitude, it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 17, nays 10, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard. Bibb, Gaillard, 
German, Goodrich, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith 
of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner 
and Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 
Franklin, Gregg, Howell, Lambert, Pope, and Worth- 
ington. 

And the President reported the bill to the 
House amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read the third time as amended? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative. ; 

Mr. Frankuin, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Thomas Gordon, re- 
ported that the prayer of the petitioner ought not 
to be granted, and that the petitioner have leave 
to withdraw his papers; and the report was agreed 
to. 

On motion, by Mr. Worraineron, the bill en- 
titled “An act giving further time to the purchasers 
of public land northwest of the river Ohio to com- 
plete their payments,” was referred toa select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. WORTHINGTON. Suits of Maryland, and 
BAYARD, were appointed the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarn, Mr. Tarr was 
added to the committee to whom were referred, on 
the 12th instant, the bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of Arthur St. Clair;” and the bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of Thomas Wilson.” 


Monpay, March 30. 


The bill to authorize the President of the Uni- 
ted States to ascertain and designate certain boun- 
daries having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, was read the third time as 
amended, and passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 27th instant, by Mr. CAMPBELL, 
of Tennessee; and.the motion was agreed to; and 
Messrs. Campre_., of Tennessee, Brapiey, and 
Grece, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for improv- 
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ing the navigation of the river Potomac, oppo-! grossed, was read the third time as amended, and 3 


cordingly. : 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed | and passed. ag 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- The bill to provide for the designating, survey- ii 
mined in the affirmative. ing, and granting, the military bounty lands, hav- 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the j| ing been reperted by the committee correctly en- 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief! grossed, was read the third time as amended, and 
of Charles Minifie, together with the amendments | passed. 
reported thereto by the select committee; and Mr. Bayar. from the committee to whom was 
having agreed to the amendments, the President! referred the bill, entitled “© An act for the relief of 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. Arthur St. Clair,” reported it without amend- 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed | ment. He also reported the bill, entitled “ An 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- | act for the relief of Thomas Wilson,” without 


mined in the affirmative. amendment. 
The bill to enlarge the limits of the State of} The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Louisiana was read the second time. Whole, the consideration of the bill from the 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | House of Representatives, entitled “An act for 
Whole, the considération of the bill to provide for ! the admission of the State of Louisiana into the 
the designating, surveying, and granting, the mili- | Union, and to extend the laws of the United States 
tary bounty lands. - | tothe said State,” together with the amendments 

On motion, to strike out the words “ fit for cul- | reported thereto by the select committee; and 
tivation,” it was determined ia the negative—yeas | having agreed to the amendments, the President 
12, nays 14, as follows: reported the bill to the House accordingly. ° 
© Ysas—Messrs. Campbell of Tennessee, Condit,} On the question, Shall this bili be read a third 
Franklin, Gaillard, Gilman, Gregg, Leib, Reed, Smith | time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm-. i; 
of Maryland, Smith of New York, Turner, and Worth- | ative, i 

l On motion by Mr. Smıra, of New York, the ; 


ington, : 
memorial of Peter Landais was referred toa select 


N axs—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Crawford, German, 
Giles, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Lambert, Pope, Rob- | committee, to consider and report thereon by bill; 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Smita of New York, 


inson, Tait, Taylor, and Varnum. 
On motion, by Mr. Campseut, of Tennessee, : : 

: pes ` (1 i ted committee, 
to strike out two millions in the Territory of Lou- E aos Panes wele aise of the 
pata ease iced oe fiye hundred para Whole, the bill to carry into effect the provisions of 
SAnS e it Er DEE eens negative—yeas ©; | the eighth section of the act regulating the grants 
MERA S AR OLOW a . | of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands 

Yzas—Messrs. Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, | of the United States south of the State of Ten- 
dpe opty Giles, Lambert, Smith of Maryland, nessee; and, on motion by Mr. Grues, it was agreed 
an orthington. ; A 

: : g that the further consideration thereof be postponed 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Crawford, German, Gilman, | 1, and made the order of the day. for, Monday 
Goodrich, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, i ext : ` 
skein Smir of New: Kork, Tait Taylor; Tur The Senate resumed. as in Committee of. the | 

er, and Varnum. . e MEDALS LE: ed, gnun } 
: A d tt bik nek ded. the Presi Whole, the consideration of the bill giving further 
nd the Dill having been amended, the 4 resi- | time for registering claims to land in the eastern 
dent reported it io the House accordingly. And] district of the Territory of Orleans. 
on the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and | On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
read a third time as amended ? it was determined | 14 read a third time? it was determined in the 
in the affirmative. , afGirinativo 

Mr. Grece presented the petition of John Clarke, | mhe Senate resumed. as in Committee of the 
of the State of Pennsylvania, praying remunera- | whole, the consideration of the bill to enlarge the 
tion for services rendered during the Revolution- limits oF the State of Louisiana; and on motion 

: i ate ; 
ary war, as therein stated; and the petition was by Mr. Varnum,the yeas and nays were required 
ae oe sla wma pave paar are sad on passing the bill to a third reading; and, after 
M as a mee Reno 7 S ot 9 ENew York debate, on motion by Mr. Annekson, the farther 
ESES ATEO on a Nea ’| consideration of the bill was postponed until to- 


a a if NS 


were appointed. the-committee. morrow, and made the order for that da 
Mr. Surra, of New York, presented the memo- | Mr. BRENT, from the committee to Sho was 
a S praying compensation for referred the bill to incorporate a bank iu the town: 
; j ef Alexandria, by the name and style of “the 
i Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria,” reported it with : 
Tuespay, March 31. amendments. ; 


The bill for the relief of Charles Minifie hav-| Mr. BrenT presented the petition of the Presi- 
ing been reported by the committee correctly en- | dent and Directors of the Bank of Washington, 
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prayiog an enlargement of their capital, for rea- | 
/ sons therein stated; and the petition was read, 


and referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
Brent, Dana, and Campnett of Tennessee, were 
appointed the committee.. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate-that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force ‘ An 
act to provide for persons who were disabled by 
known wounds received in the Reyolutionary war, 
and for other purposes ;” also a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of William Hubbell ;” in which 
bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bills last brought up for concurrence 
were read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion by Mr. FRANKLIN, the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of David Porter 
was discharged, and the consideration of the peti- 
tion postponed indefinitely. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


- Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 


Thomas Orr ;” and the bill having been amended, 
the President reported it tothe House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 


Wepnespay, April 1. 
Mr. Howe t, from the committee to whom was 


referred, on the 30th December last, the. petition 


of Nathaniel Smith, naval officer of the port of 
Providence, reported, as their opinion, that it would 
be inexpedient to act any further on it this ses- 
sion ; and the report was agreed to. 

Mr. Braptey, from the ‘committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act concern- 


‘ing the Levy Court of the county of Washington, 


in the District of Columbia,” reported it amended. 

Mr. Pops, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act supplemental to 
‘An act making provision for arming and equip- 
ping the whole body of militia of the United 

tates,” reported it amended. 

On motion by Mr. Popre, the resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Kentucky, commnni- 
cated on the 3d March, on the subject of public 
roads, was referred to a select committee, to con- 


“sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and 
‘Messrs. Pore, CAMPBELL of Tennessee, and An- 
‘DERSON, Were appointed the committee, 


On motion, the committee to whom was refer- 


-red the petition of Charles Whitlow, were dis- 


charged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. Giuzs, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Isaac Tryon, reported that 
the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted ; 
and the report was agreed to. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Hubbell,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. Biss, Horsey, and 
BRADLEY, were appointed the committee. 

. The bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force 
‘An act to provide for persons who were disabled 


by known wounds received in the Revolutionary 
war,and for other purposes,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon ; and Messrs, GREaa, 
Varnom, and Tarr, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill. entitled “ An act to authorize the granting 
of patents for land, according to the surveys that 
have been made, and to grant donation rights to 
certain claimants of land in the district of Detroit, 
and for other purposes ;” in which bill they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The last mentioned bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of Thomas Orr,” having been re- 
ported by the committee correctly engrossed, the 
bill was read a third time as amended, and passed 
with amendments. i 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
for the admission of the State of Louisiana into 
the Union, and to extend the laws of the United 
States to the said State,” having been reported by ~ 
the committee correctly engrossed, the bill was 
read a third time as amended, and, by unanimous 
consent, was further amended, by striking out, in 
the ninth section and second line, the word “ next,” 
and inserting the words “ one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twelve.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill giving further time for registering 
claims to land in the eastern district of the Terri- 
tory of Orleans having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The Senate resumed; as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to enlarge the 
limits of the State of Louisiana; and, no amend- 
ment having been offered, on the question, Shall 
this bill be engrossed and read a third time? it 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 
8, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Ciaillard, Giles, 
Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Leib, Pope, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bradley, Franklin, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Lambert, Lloyd, and Reed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Arthur St. Clair;”? and, on the question, Shall 
this bill be read the third time? it passed in the 
negative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Thomas Wilson ;” and it was ordered to the third 
reading. ; 

The following confidential Message was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States: 
To the Senate and House of i 

Representatives of the United States : 

Considering it as expedient, under existing circum- 

stances and prospects, that a general embargo be laid 
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on all vessels now in port, or hereafter arriving, for the 

period of sixty days, [recommend the immediate pas- 

sage of a law to that effect. 
mae JAMES MADISON. 

Aru 1, 1812. : 

The Message was read; and on motion, by 
Mr. Bayar, that the injunction of secrecy be 
taken off respecting the Message fast read; it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 11, nays 
21, as follows: 

. Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
and Reed. 

Nays—Messrs, Anderson, Bibb, Bradlay, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of 
Maryland, Smith of New. York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, 
Varnum, and Worthington. 

Resolved, That the Message be referred to a 
select committee, to consist of five members, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Ordered, That Messrs, Campreui. of Tennes- 
see, TayLor, German, Pore, and Bayarp, be the 
committee. 


Tuurspay, April 2. 

Mr. Brapwey; from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to author- 
ize a detachment from the militia of the United 
States,” reported it amended. 

The following confidential Message was re- 
ceived from the House of Representatives, by 
Messrs. Wricut aud Grunvy, a committee of 
that House; Mr, Waricu't, Chairman: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill, entitled “An act laying an 
embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and 
harbors of the United States fora limited time ;” 

‘in which they ask the concurrence of the Senate ; 
and the committee are instructed to impress on 
the Senate a speedy consideration of the bill. 

The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading. l 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, stated, ftom the 
committee appointed to consider the Message of 
the President of the United States.of the first in- 
stant, that, having had intimation that a bill on 
the subject had passed the other House, the com- 
mittee would not at present make a report. f 

On motion, by Mr. Lets, that the bill be now 
read`a second time by unanimous consent, it was 
objected to as against the rule. ` 

Mr. Anperson submitted a motion to-suspend 
so: mich of the twelfth rule for conducting busi- 
ness, as provides that the three readings of a bill 
be'on three separate days; and, after debate, he 
withdrew his motion, in order that the following 
motion might be taken up: 

Whereupon, a motion was made by Mr. Sartu, 
of Maryland, one of the majority, to reconsider the 
vote for the second reading of the bill,-by unani- 
mous consent; and it was again objected to as 
against the rule. ; 

On motion, by Mr. Luoyn, that the bill be 
printed, under an injunction of secrecy, for the 


use of the Senate, it was determined in the nega- %, 
tive—yeas 11, nays 21, as follows: ' 
Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 4 
Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd; 
and Reed. . : 
Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- |” 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, ¥ 
Giles, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of Ë 
Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, 
Varnum, and Worthington. à i" 
Mr. Anverson renewed his motion to suspend | 
the twelfth rule for conducting business ; and, on | 
the question to agree thereto, it was determined 
in the affrmative—yeas 20, nays 12, as follows: 
Yu as—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- ' 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, į 
Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of Mary- ‘+ 


‘land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- W 
num, and Worthington. igi 
Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, G 
Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, ‘¢ 
Lloyd, and Reed. ja 
On motion, by Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, y 
the bill was read the second time. i 
On motion, by Mr. Smrra. of Maryland, the :s 
bill was referred to the committee yesterday ap- j 


pointed on the confidential Message of the Presi- ‘4 
dent of the United States, to consider and report 
thereon. i E 

Mr. Lioyn submitted the following motion for 
consideration :. fa 

Resolved, That the President of the United States | 
be requested to lay before the Senate any information 
in possession of the Government, touching our foreign 
relations, which has not been already communicated, 
and which, in his opinion, it may not be injurious to 
the public interests to make known to the Senate. 

On the question to agree to the resolution, it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 14, nays, 
17, as follows: 


` Yuas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, Lioyd, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 
Naxys—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of New York, ių 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. ar 
Mr. Campne.t, of Tennessee, from the com. 
mittee to whom the bill was referred, reported it 
amended. 4 
Mr. ANDERSON was called to the Chair, and 4 
the bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, together with the amendment reported 
thereto by the select committee, 
A motion was made, by Mr. BAYARD, to amend 
the bill, by adding thereto the following section 


And be it further enacted, That the act, entitled 
“ An act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes; and 
also the third section of the act, entitled “ An act sup- 
plementary to the act, entitled ‘An act concerning the 
commercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes,” be and the same are hereby 
tepealed. 
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Smith of Maryland, and Worthington. 
Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 


New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. 


And the bill having been debated, the Presi- 
dent resumed the Chair; and it was, by Mr. An- 
DERSON; reported with amendments; which were 
read, and agreed to by the Senate, as follows: 

Section 1, line 3, strike out “sixty ;” line 6, 
strike out “ under the immediate direction,” and 
insert, “in ballast, with the consent.” 

.On motion, by Mr. Bravvey, to postpone the 


3 it was determined in the negative. 
` Ordered, That the bill, as amended, pass to a 
third reading. 

The following confidential message was re- 


1 Messrs. Catnotn and Wi.uiaMs,a committee 
‘of that House—Mr. CALHOUN, chairman: 


have passed a bill, entitled “ An act in addition 
to the act, entitled ‘An act to raise an additional 
military force,’ passed January 11,1812;” in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

. After the consideration of Executive and con- 
fidential business, the Senate adjourned. 


Fripay, April 3. 

”¢ Mr. GREGG, from the committee to whom was 
ý referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize 
the Secretary of War to exchange lands with the 
Ursuline Nuns of the city of New Orleans,” re- 
“ported it amended. 
j; Mr. Luioyp, from the committee to whom was 
; referred the bill to annex the towns of Kittery, 
Elliot, and Berwick, to the district of Portsmouth, 
j reported it without amendment; and, on his mo- 
tion, the further consideration thereof was post- 
“poned to the first Monday in November next. 
i The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
¢ laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the 
; -ports and harbors of the United States for a lim- 
ited time,” having been reported by the commit- 
‘tee correctly engrossed, the bill was read the third 
time, 

On motion. by Mr. Leis, it was agreed to fill 
the blank with the word “ninety.” 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
‘20, nays 13, as follows: i 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith 
of New York, Tait, Taylor, ‘Turncr, Varnum, and 
Worthington. . 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 


Proceedings. SENATE, 

. And, on the question to adopt the amendment, | So it was Resolved, That this bill pass with 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 13, nays | amendments. po T 

On motion, by Mr. Bisz, a committee of two 


and CAMPBELL of Tennessee, were appointed the 


hessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, | committee. 
iles, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of | 


The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
! granting of patents of land according to the sur- 
| veys that have been made, and to grant donation 
| rights to certain claimants of land in the district 
of Detroit, and for other purposes,” was read the 
second time, and referred to a select committee, 
to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Wor- 
| THINGTON, GREGG, and Goovricn, were appoint- 
! ed the committee. 
| The bill from the House of Representatives, 


further consideration of the bill until to morrow, | entitled “ An act in addition to the act, entitled 


‘An act to raise an additional military force,” 
assed January 11, 1812,” was read, and passed 
p y U1, 1819, ; I 

to the second reading. 


i After the consideration of Executive and con- 


ceived from the House of Representatives, by ’fidential business, the Senate adjourned to seven 
À | o'clock in the evening. 


2 g Seven o'clock in the evening. 
` Mr. President: The House of Representatives | p 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Thomas Wilson,” was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The-bill to enlarge the limits of the State of 
Louisiana having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the third reading thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

A motion was made, by Mr. Anperson, to sus- 
pend the twelfth rule for conducting business in 
the Senate, as it respects the bill, entitled “An 
act in addition to the act, entitled * An act to raise 
an additional military force,’ passed January 11, 
1812 ;” and, after debate, he withdrew his mo- 
| tion. 

On motion, that the bil! be now read a second 
time by unanimous consent, it was objected to as 
‘ngainst the rule. 

A motion was made, by Mr. Bayar, to post- 
pone the consideration of the motion for the sec- 
ond reading of the bill until to-morrow; and it 
was determined in the negative. 

Mr. AnveRson renewed his motion to suspend 
the twelfth rule for conducting the business in 
the Senate, as it respects the said bill; and it was 

| determined in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 9, 
1 as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Frankin, Howell, 
Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, ‘laylox, Turner, 
Vamum, and Worthington. 

| Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Goodrich, 
| Horsey, Hunter, Lioyd, Pope, and Reed. 

: And, on motion by Mr. ANDERSON, the bill was 
read the second time. 

On motion, by Mr. German. that the injune- 
tion of secrecy be taken off as it respects the said 
bill, it was determined in the negative—yeas 13, 
nays 13, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 
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Sprare. 


Gaillard, German, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lloyd, 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Cutts, Franklin, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Tait, 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 


After the consideration of Executive and con- 
fidential business, the Senate adjourned. 


Sarurpay, April 4, 


On motion, by Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, 
the galleries were cleared, and the doors of the 
Senate Chamber closed. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by their committee. Messrs. Catyoun and WIL- 
LIAMS—Mr. Ca.nocn, chairman: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives 
concur in the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “ An act laying an embargo on all 
ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the 
United States, for a limited time.” The Speaker 
of the House of Representatives having signed 
amw enrolled bill, we are directed to bring it to the 
Senate for the signature of their President. 

Mr. Varnum, from the committee, reported the 
bill correctly enrolled. 

The Presipent signed the enrolled bill last 
reported to have been examined, and it was de- 
livéred to'the committee, to be laid before the 
President of the United States. ; 

Mr. Varnum, from the committee, reported that 
they, this day, laid before the President of the 
United States the enrolled bill last mentioned, 
and that the President bad approved and signed 
the act. 

After the consideration of Execative and con- 
fidential business, on motion, by Mr. FRANKLIN, 
the doors of the Scnate Chamber were opened. 

Mr, Lere presented the memorial of Arthur St. 
Clair, praying that, in consideration of. services 
rendered to the United States during the Revo- 
Tutionary war, and of his extreme poverty, Con- 
gress would make some provision to smooth his 
declining years, and secure him from the dread 
of immediate want; and'the memorial was read, 


and referred toa select committee, to consider: 


and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Lets, Braptey, and BAYARD, were ap- 
pointed the committee. s 

- Mr. Brapuey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act making 
provision for certain persons claiming lands un- 
der the several acts for the relief of the refugees 
from the British provinces of Canada and Nova 
Scotia,” reported it amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and, having agreed to the amendments, the Pres- 
ident reported the bill to the House accord- 
ingly. 

On motion, by Mr. Reen, to strike out “six,” 
and insert, in lieu thereof, “three,” thereby to re- 
duce the term of militia service, a division was 


Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Condit, Dana, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell of Tennessce, 
Crawford, Cutts, Frenklin, Gaillard, Giles, Gregg, 
Howell, Pope, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
all the amendments to the first section, and agree 
to all the other amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of the officers 
and soldiers who served in the late campaign on 
the Wabash.” 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, 

Ordered, That the injunction of secrecy be 
taken off respecting so much of the confidential 
proceedings of the Senate on the Ist, 2d, and 3d 
instant, as relate to the embargo; and that the 
same be published. i 


Monpay, April 6. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill authorizing a subscription 
for the Laws of the United States; and, on mo- 
tion by Mr. Ler, it was agreed that the consid- 
eration thereof be further postponed to the first 
Monday in May next. 

. The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to carry into 
effect the provisions of the.eighth section of the 
“Act regulating the grants of land, and provid- 
ing for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States south of the State of Tennessee ;” and, on 
motion, by Mr. Lioyp, it was referred to the 
committee to whom was referred, on the 17th of 
March, the bill, entitled “An act to enable the 


‘people of the Mississippi Territory to form a con- 


stitation and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States,” to consider and 
report thereon. 

Mr. Reep, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An aet for the or- 
ganization of a corps of artificers,” reported it 
amended. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to-authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
22, nays 7, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs.. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, 
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Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, | The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
Varnum, and Worthington. ments of the House of Representatives to the 
Navs—Messrs. Condit, German, Giles, Gilman, | amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to au- 
Goodrich, Lambert, and Smith of Maryland. thorize a detachment from the militia of the 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass with | United States;” and concurred therein. 
amendments. ` | The bill to enlarge the limits of the State of 
g Louisiana was read a third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 5, 
as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Giles, 
Gilman, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 


Tuespay, April 7. 

Mr. Worratneton, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act to | 
authorize the granting of patents of land accord- | of 
ing to the surveys that have been made, and to | 
grant donation rights to certain claimants of land 
in the district of Detroit, and for other purposes,” | num, and Worthington. 


reported it without amendment, Je also report- ; Nays—Messrs. Dana, Goodrich, Lambert, Lloyd, 
ed the bill, entitled ‘An act giving further time | and Reed. 


to the purchasers of public land northwest of the | So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
‘river Ohio to complete their payments,” amended. | that the title thereof be “An act to enlarge the 
On motion, by Mr. CamPsELL, of Tennessee, | limits of the State of Louisiana.” ° 
- the galleries were cleared, and the doors of the | The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
. Senate Chamber closed. E ı Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
, On motion, by Mr. Smita, of Maryland, the ! get for the organization of a corps of artificers,” 
„injunction of secrecy respecting the bill, entitled | together with the amendments reported thereto 
““An act in addition to the act, entitled ‘An act to by the select committee; and having agreed to 
raise an additional military force, passed Janu- | the amendments, the President reported the bill 
ary 1ith, 1812.” was taken off; and the doors of | to the House accordingly. 


the Senate Chamber opened. , | , On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 

On motion, by Mr. Anpexson, the bill was ‘time as amended 2 it was determined in the affir- 
read the third time. >, . i mative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was| On motion, by Mr. Anperson, the bill, enti- 
-determined in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 7, | tled “An act supplementary to ‘An act making 
as follows: i rovision for arming and equipping the whole 
„n ¥248—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell, of Tennessee, Fod of the militia of the United States,” was 
“Condit, Crawford, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Smith | made the order of the day for to-morrow. 
| “of New York, Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and Worthing- | On motion, by Mr. Grece, the bill, entitled 


d ‘ton. ʻA rae i H 
7 l n act giving further time to tbe purchasers of 
Naxs-—Messrs. Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, | publie land uorthwest of the river Ohio to com- 


Lambert, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. | plete their payments,” was postponed until Mon- 


So it was Resolved, That this bill pass. day next. 
Wenpnespay, April 8. Taurspay, April 9, 
The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu-| The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 


; tion of the House of Representatives disagreeing 
“to the amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
| fox the relief of the officers and soldiers who 
as in the late campaign on the Wabash.” 
| 
l 


for the organization of a corps of artificers” hav- 
ing been reported by the committee ay correcily* 
engrossed, the bill was then read a third time as 
amended; and, on motion, the bill was amended 
. On motion, by Mr. Pors, that the Senate re- | by unanimous consent, section six, line two, by 
cede from the amendments disagreed to, it was i striking out the following words: “annually, dur- 

i „determined in the negative—yeas 8, nays 14, as | ing the continuance of this act.” 
Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 
The Presper communicated the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the petition of Na- 
thaniel G. Ingraham and others, referred to him 
on the 14th of February, and the report was read. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


; follows: | 
Yuas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Gilman, Lambert, Pope, Worthington. 

_ Naxs—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Gaillard, 
Goodrich, Gregg, Nowell, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith ! 
of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, and Turner. 

- On motion, by Mr. Ler. it was resolved that Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
-tbe Senate insist on the amendments disagreed to. | “An act supplementary to ‘Aa act making pro- 

A message from the House of Representatives | Vision for arming and equipping the whole body 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the | of the militia of the United States,” together 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled | with the amendments reported thereto by the 
“An act to authorize a detachment from the mi- | select committee, and having agreed to the sev- 
| Jitia of the United States,” with amendments; i eral amendments, the President reported the bill 
| in which they request the concurrence of the | to the House accordingly. eee 

Senate. On the question, Shail this bill be read a third 
12th Cox. lst Szess.—7 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
supplementary to ‘An act making provision for 
arming and equipping the whole body of the mi- 
litia of the United States,” having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, the bill 
was read a third time as amended; and, on mo- 
tion, by Mr. Pope, the blank was filled with 
“three hundred thousand dollars.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

‘On motion, ty Mr. Smita, of Maryland, the 
bill to incorporate a bank in the town of Alexan- 
dria, by the name and style of the Mechanics? 
Bank of Alexandria, was made the order of the 
-day for Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the Secretary of War to ex- 
change lands with the Ursuline Nuns of the city 
of New Orleans,” together with the amendments 
reported thereto by the select committee, and 
having agreed to the amendments, the President 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 

_ time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 17th of March, by Mr. 
Sarva, of Maryland, relating to the appropria- 
tions made by the several acts passed during the 
present session, and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Reen asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to lease, fora term of years, any part of 
the reservations of public ground in the City of 
Washington; and the bill was read. and passed 
to the second reading, ` 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the memorial of Eli- 

ius Fromentin and Allan B. Magruder, delegates 

rom the Convention of the Territory of Orleans, 

soliciting a donation to the Government House, 
and the adjoining lot; and the memorial was 
read and referred toa select committee. to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. AnpERson, Grece, and Pops, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

Mr. German asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill authorizing the appointment of an addi- 
tional judge of the district court of the district 
of New York; and the bill was read, and passed. 


RETURNED BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives | And on motion, the Senate adjourned until $ 


| sion, entitled “An act providing for the trial of $ 


| all-causes pending in the respective district courts 


| ted States, arc to be performed by them rather in the 
quality of other judges of other courts, namely, judges | 
of the district courts, than in the quality of justices of ! 
They are to hold the said district |: 
courts, and to do and perform all acts relating to the . 
| said courts which are by law required of the district 
The bill, therefore, virtually appoints, for the }* 
the justices of the Supreme Court to other dis- * 
tinct offices, to which, if compatible with their original jë 
i offices, they ought to be appointed by another than į 
| the legislative authority, in pursuance. of legislative ‘2 


| the Supreme Court. 


| judges. 
time, 


provisions authorizing the appointments. 


corroborates the construction which regards a judge 


of the one court, as clothed with a new office, by be- { 
ing constituted a judge of the other, submits for cor- í 
rection erroncous judgments, not to supenor or other | 
judges, but to the erring individual himself, acting as * 


sole judge in the appellate court. 


196: 


“ Becanse the appeal allowed by law from the decis- j 
ion of the district courts to the circuit courts, while it ; 


“Because the additional services to be required # 


may, by distances of place, and by the casualties con- 
templated by the bill, become disproportionate to the 
strength and health of the justices who are to perform 
them, the additional services being, moreover, entitied 
į to no additional compensation, nor the additional ex- 
penses incurred, to reimbursement. In this view, the 
bill appears to be contrary to equity, as well as a pre- 
cedent for modifications and extensions of judicial ser- 


vices, encroaching on the Constitutional tenure of ju- .| 


dicial offices. f 


“ Because, by referring to the President of the Uni- # 


ted States questions of disability in the district judges, 
and of the unreasonableness cf delaying the suits or 
causes pending in the district courts, and leaving it 
with him in such cases to require the justices of the 
Supreme Court to perform additional services, the bill 
introduces an unsuitable relation of members of tho 
judiciary department to a discretionary authority of 
the Executive department. 
“JAMES MADISON.” . 


And the House of Representatives, where the 


bill originated, have taken the question in the 4 
Constitutional way, and have resolved that this ` 


bill do not pass. 
The House of Representatives recede from 
their disagreement to the amendments of the 


Senate to the first section of the bill, entitled “An i 


act for the relief of the officers and soldiers who 
served in the late campaign on the Wabash,” in- 
sisted on by the Senate. 

They have passed a bill, entitled “An act pro- 


viding for the government of the Territory of $ 


Louisiana,” in which bill they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. 


informed the Senate that the bill which passed | Monday. 


PEPEE 
Ea 


of ar pae ar ea r i 
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The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act providing for the government of 
the Territory of Louisiana,” was read, and passed. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to 
authorize the Sceretary of War to exchange 
lands with the Ursuline Nuns of the city of New 
Orleans,” having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
as amended ; and, on motion, by Mr. GrEGG, was 
further amended by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Mr. Smirn, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of William Patterson and Sons, and a num- 
ber of others, merchants, of the city of Baltimore, 
praying a suspension of the non-importation act, 
ora partial modification thereof, for reasonstherein 
stated at large; and the memorial was read. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a joint resolution appointing a committee on their 

- part, to join such committee as the Senate may 
appoint, to consider and report what business de- 
mands the immediate attention of Congress, and 
whether a.wecess be compatible with the public 
interest, and the term of such recess; in which 
resolution they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The joint resolution last mentioned was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. ANDERSON, from the committee to whom 
was referred, on the 10th instant, the memorial 
- of the delegates from the Convention of the Ter- 
ritory of Orleans, reported a bill granting to the 

Governor of the State of Louisiana, for the time 

being, and his successors in office,a lot of ground, 

and ‘the buildings thereon, in the city of New 

Orleans, and the bill was read, and passed to the 

second reading. 

The bill authorizing the appointment of an ad- 

. ditional judge of the district court of the district 
of New York was read the second time. 

The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to lease, for a term of years, any part 
of the reservations of public ground in the City 
of Washington, was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee. to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. Reen, Brent, and 
GILMAN, were appointed the committee. 


A message from the House of Representatives 

. informed the Senate that the House have passed 

a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary 

of the Treasury to purchase or lease the old city 

hall in the city of New York; in which bill they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Brancey, the bill, entitled 
“An act concerning the Levy Court in the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia,” was 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to incorporate a bank in the town 
of Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria, together with the 


amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee; and having agreed to the amendments, 
the President reported the bill to the House ae- 
cordingly. : ` 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, ihe bill, entitled “An act giving further 
time to the purchasers of public land northwest 
of the river Ohio to complete their payments,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee; and having agreed to 
the amendments, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the afr- 
mative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act making provi- 
sion for certain persons claiming lands under the 
several acts for the relief of the refugees from the 
British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee ; and having agreed to 
the amendments, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative, 


Tuespay, April 14. 

Mr. Anpserson, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of Thomas and 
William Streshly, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution brought up yesterday in relation 
to a recess; and the further consideration thereof 
was postponed until Monday next. 

The bill, entitled “An act providing for the 
government of the Territory of Louisiana,” was 
read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. WORTHINGTON, 
Biss, Campos, of Tennessee, ANDERSON, and 
Goopricu, were appointed the committee. 

The bill granting to the Governor of the State 
of Louisiana, for the time being, and his successors 
in office, alot of ground, and the buildings thereon, 
in the city of New Orleans, was read the second 
time. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
making provision for certain persons claiming 
lands under the several acts for the relief of the 
refugees from the British provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to purchase or lease the 
old city hall in the city of New York,” was read 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- 
tee, to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
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Smiru, of New York, Bravvey, and Gree, were | Power engaged 


appointed the committee. ; 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act concerning the 
Levy Court of the county of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia.” together with the amend- 
ments reported by the select committee; and, 
having agreed therete, the President reported the 
bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shali this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. ; 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
giving further time to the purchasers of public 
land northwest of the river Ohio to complete 
their payments,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amend- 
ments. i 

On motion, by Mr. German. the bill author- 
izing the appointment of an additional judge of 
the district court of the district of New York 
was referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. German, Goon- 
RICH, and Smrrea, of New York, were appointed 
the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. WorTHINGTON, the Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States of the 
3d of February, transmitting a report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, containing a statement of 
the proceedings under the act to regulate the lay- 
ing out and making a road from Cumberland, in 
the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio, was 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
WORTHINGTON, GREGG, and ANDERSON, were 
appointed the committee. 

Mr. Bras, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
William Hubbell,” reported it without amend- 
ment, ` i 

‘The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to authorize 
the granting of patents of land according to the 
surveys that have been made, and to grant dona- 
tion rights to certain claimants of land in the 
district of Detroit, and for other purposes ;” and, 
on motion, the bill was amended, and the Presi- 
dent reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. Dana submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That it is proper by law to establish reg- 
ulations applicable to cases of merchant vessels per- 
mitted to be armed for defence in voyages which may 
be allowed to foreign ports or places; and thercin to 
provide for furnishing letters of permission, or other 
documentary evidence, as may be proper in any-such 
case to manifest the defensive character of the arma- 
ment; and, also, to require securities for the vessels 
and their commanders, respectively, that they shall not 
ptocéed to any port known to be actually blockaded, 
nor carry contraband articles to the dominions of any 


in war against such as may be at peace 
with the United States, nor violate the laws or treaties 
of the United States, or the rules of public law by tne 
United States acknowledged, but will observe the in- 
structions which may be given by the President of the 
United States for preventing any such violation, and 
that satisfaction shall be made for all damages and in- 
juries, if any should be committed in contravention 
thereof: provided, that vessels bound for places beyond 
the southern Cape of Africa or America shall not be 


prevented from going armed, as has been usual in such : 


cases. 


Weopnespay, April 15. 

The bill to incorporate a bank in the town of 
Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria, having been re- 
ported by the committee correetly engrossed, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to authorize the granting of patents of land ac- 
cording to the surveys that have been made, and 
to grant donation rights to certain claimants of 
land in the district of Detroit, and for other pur- 
poses,” having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read the third 
time as amended, and passed. 

The amendments to the bill, entidled “An act 
concerning the Levy Court of the county of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia,” hay- 
ing been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, the bill was read the third time as 
amended, and passed with amendments. 

Mr, Leis presented the memorial of Alexander 
Henry, and a number of others, merchants, of 
the city of Philadelphia, praying a suspension of 
the non-importation act, ora modification thereof, 
for reasons stated at large in the memorial ; which 


was read, and réferred to a select committee, to : 


consist of five members, to consider and report 
thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Lets, 
Biss, CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, Luoyn, and Tay- 
LOR, were appointed the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Smita, of Maryland, the 
memorial of William Patterson, and others, oa 
the same subject, presented the 13th instant, was 
referred to the committee last mentioned. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Thomas and William Streshly ; and, on the 
question, Shall this bill be engrossed and read a 
third time? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of William Hubbell ;” and it 
was ordered to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill granting to the Governor of the 
State of Louisiana, for the time being, and his 
successors in office, a lot of ground, and the build- 
ings thereon, in the city of New Orleans; and. 
on the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and 
read a third time? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
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amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act for the organization of a corps of artifi- 
cers,” with amendments, in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. They have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for ascertaining the titles 
and claims to lands in that part of Louisiana 
which lies east of the river Mississippi and island 
of New Orleans ;” in which bill they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to their 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act for the 
organization of a corps of artificers ;” and con- 
curred thercin. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday by Mr. Dana, and it was 
agreed to; and, on his motion, referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Dana, murru, of Maryland, TAYLOR, 
Hunter, and Luoyp, were appointed the com- 
mittee, 


_ The Presipent communicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of Treasury, 


made in conformity with the resolution of the 
Senate of the 10th instant, relating to the appro- 
priations made by the several acts passed during 
the present session; and the report was read, and 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 


- Tuorspay, April 16. 

Mr. Anperson, from the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill for the 
relief of Reuben Saunders and his securities; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. i : 


The bill, entitled “An act for ascertaining the 


titles and claims to lands in that part of Louis- 
iana which lies east of the river Mississippi and 
island of New Orleans,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. GREGG, 


` Tarr, and WorrHineron, were appointed the 


committee. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act for the relief of William Hub- 
bell,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas and William 
Streshly, having been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act further to amend the 
charter of the City of Washington ;” a bill, enti- 
tled ‘An act to continue in force, for a limited 
time, an act, entitled ‘An act continuing, fora 
limited time, the salaries of the officers of Gov- 
ernment therein mentioned ;” also, a bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of Aaron Greely ;” in which 
bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills last brought up for concurrence 
were read, and passed. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Aaron Greely,” was read the second time, by 
unanimous consent; and referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. 
Grece, Wortuineron, and VarNnum, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The bill granting to the Governor of the State- 
of Louisiana, for the time being, and his succes-. 


‘sors in office, a lot of ground, and the buildings 


thereon, in the city of New Orleans, having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
was read a third time, and passed. 


Fripay, April 17. 

On. motion, by Mr. Dana, the injunction of 
secrecy was removed respecting the proceedings 
on the “Acrt to prohibit the exportation of specie,. 
goods, wares, and merchandise, for a limited. 
time.” 

[The proceedings are as follow :} 
Tuurspay, April 9, 1812. 

The following confidential message was re- 
ceived from the House of Representatives, by 
their committee, Mr. Smuts and Mr. Pisas- 
ants; Mr. Survie chairman: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill, entitled “An act to prohibit 
the exportation of specie, goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, for a limited titne ;” in which bill they 
ask the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill was read, and, on motion, by Mr. 
CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, that the bill be now 
read the second time by unanimous consent, it 
was objected to as against the rule. 

Ordered, That the bill passto a second reading. 


Fripay, April 10. 


Tie bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act to prohibit the exportation of 
specie, goods, wares, and merchandise, for a lim- 
ited time,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select commnittec, to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. Camrnecey, of Tennessee, Bran- 
LEY, and TayLor, were appointed the committee, 

Mr. Camppe tu, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee, reported the bill last mentioned with an 
amendment. Whereupon, the bill was resumed, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
together with the amendment reported thereto by 
the select committee; and having agreed to the 
amendment, the President reported the bill to 
the House accordingly. 

On motion, by Mr. Goovricu, that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow, and that it be printed under an injune- 
tion of secrecy, for the use of the Senate, it was 
determined in the negative. 

On the question, Shall the bill pass to the third 
reading as amended? it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 16, nays 12, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Gaillard, Gregg, How- 
ell, Leib, Pope, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, and Varnum. 
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man, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Reed, and Smith of Maryland. i 


Monnay, April 13. | i 


On motion, by Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, 
“the galleries were cleared, and the doors of the; 
‘Senate Chamber closed. i | 

The amendment to the confidential bill, enti- | 
tled “An act to prohibit the exportation of specie, | 
goods, wares, and merchandise, for a limited: 
time,” having been reported by the committee 
‘correctly engrossed, the bill was read the third | 
‘time. H 

On motion, by Mr. BRADLEY, to recommit the | 
bill, for the purpose of amending the second sec- 
xion, it was determined in the negative—yeas 11, 
nays 17, as follows: | 

Veas—Measrs. Bradley, Dana, Giles, Gilman, Good- | 
sich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Reed, and Smith | 
of Maryland. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessec, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Gregg, 
Howell Leib, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, 
Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. 

_ On the question, Shall this bill pass as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 17, 
nays 11, as follows: i 

Yxzas—Mcssrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Gregg, 
Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, 
Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bradley, Dana, Giles, Gilman, Good- 
rich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Reed, and Smith 
of Maryland: 


So it was resolved that this bill pass with an 
amendment. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Varnum, and ÅNDER- 
SON be a committee to carry the said bill to the 
House of Representatives, and request their con- 
currence in the amendment. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Messrs. Catuoun and Piper; Mr. CALROUN 
chairman: ; . 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
concur in the amendment to the bill, entitled “An 
act to prohibit the exportation of specie, goods; 
wares, and merchandise, for a limited time.” 


Tuespay, April 14. 


Mr. Varnum, from the committee, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled the 
bill, entitled “An act to prohibit the exportation 
of specie, goods, wares, and merchandise, for a 
limited time.” 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by their committee for enrolled bills; Mr. Craw- 
rorpD chairman: 

Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives having signed an enrolled bill, 
the committce are,directed to bring it to the Sen- 
ate for the signature of thetr President. 

Tbe Presipent signed the enrolled bill last re- 
ported to have been examined, and it was deliv- 


rte Rtn 
= 


‘Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- | ered to the committee to be laid before the Presi- 


dent of the United States. f 

Mr. Varncm. from the committee, reported that 
they had laid the enrolled bill, last mentioned, 
before the President of the United States. 


[End of confidential proceedings.] 4 

Mr. Grece, from the committee to whom was 
yesterday referred the bill, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Aaron Greely,” reported it without 
amendment. 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

Mr. German, from the committee to whom 
was referred on the 14th instant, the bill author- 
izing the appointment ofan additional judge of 
the district court of the district of New York, re- 
ported it amended. 

Mr. Greece. from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to continue in 
force ‘An act to provide for persons who were 
disabled by known wounds received in the Revo- 
lutionary war, and for other purposes,” reported 
it amended. 

He also reported, from the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, the bill, entitled “An 
act for ascertaining the titles and claims to lands 
in that part of Louisiana which lies east of the 
river Mississippi and island of New Orleans,” 
without amendment. 

The bill, entitled ‘An act further to amend the 
charter of the City of Washington.” was read the 
second time, aod referred to a select committee, 
to consider and report thereon, and Messrs. BRENT, 
Dana, and Hunver, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The bill for the relief of Reuben Saunders and 
his securities, was read the second time. 

Mr. Smvru, of New York, from the commiltee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury. to 
purchase or lease the old city hall, in the city of 
New York,” reported it amended. 

Mr. Wortuincton, from the committee to 
whom the Message of the President of the United 
States, of the 3d March, respecting the proceedings 
under the act to regulate the laying out and mak- 
ing a road from Cumberland, in Maryland, to the 
State of Ohio, was referred, reported a bill in ad- 
dition to the act to regulate the laying out and 
making a road from Cumberland, in the State of 
Maryland, to the State of Ohio; and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act to continue in force 
for a limited time, an act, entitled ‘An act con- 
tinuing, for a limited time, the salaries of the of- 
ficers of Government, therein mentioned,” was 
read the second time. 


MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 

Mr. Taytor, from the committee to was re- 
ferred, on the 17th of March, the bill, entitled 
“An act to enable the people of the Mississippi 
Territory to form a constitution and State gov- 
ernment, and for the admission of such State into 
the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States ;” and on the Gth instant, the bill to carry 
into effect the provisions of the eighth section of 


205 
Apri, 1812. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Death of the Vice President. 


206 


SENATE. 


the act regulating the grants of land, and provid- 
ing for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States south of the State of Tennessee, reported 
that the said bills be severally postponed to the 
first Monday in December next. 

The report is as follows: 

That in considering the subject referred to them, 
they could not avoid being struck with the immense 
„size of the Territory proposed to be erected into a State, 
a size disproportionate to the size of any of the largest 
States which now compose our confederation. 

It embraces, in its present form, and without any 
extension, to the Gulf of Mexico, (as is proposed in the 
bill referred to us,) nearly six and a half degrees of geo- 
graphical longitude, and four entire degrees of latitude, 


‘and affords an area of twice the surface of the State of 


Pennsylvania. 

Your committee are strongly impressed with the 
propriety and expediency of dividing the said Territory, 
‘so as to form of the same two States, whenever the 
population, within the limits of each section, shall ren- 
der it just and proper; and they respectfully submit to 
the Senate the following divisional line, between the 

_ western and eastern sections of the said Territory, viz : 
„ap the Mobile river, to the point nearest its source, 
which falls on the eleventh degree of west longitude 
from the City of Washington; thence a course due 
north until the linc intersects the waters of Bear creek ; 
thence down the said creek to ite confluence with the 
Tennessee river; thence down the said river to the 
northern boundary line of the said Territory. By a 
view of the map of this country it will appear that the 
above divisional line will divide the Territory into nearly 
two equal parts, and it has, for the most part, a delinea- 

. tion by nature. 

By the 5th section of the Ist article of the treaty of 
cession from the State of Georgia the United States 
- are bound to erect the said Territory into one State. 
` Jt has, however, been suggested that the State of Geor- 
_ gia would not, upon a proper representation, withhold 
. her consent to the proposed division. 

To the end, therefore, that an opportunity may be 
afforded to the State of Georgia to express this consent, 
by a legislative act of tho said State, as they shall think 

` proper, your committee recommend that the said bill 
shail be postponed to the first Monday in December 
next. 

The committee further recommend that the bill ‘to 


carry into effect the provisions of the eighth section of | 


the act regulating the grants of land, and providing for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States south of 
‘the State of Tonnessce,” which was also referred to 
said committee, be postponed to the first Monday in 
December next. 


Monpay, April 20. 

A Message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to alter and establish cer- 
tain post roads;” also, a bill, entitled “An act 
. authorizing the departure of ships and vessels 
from the ports and harbors of the United States, 
in certain cases;” in which bills they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 


DEATH OF THE VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Presipenr addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 


joint committee 


“ GENTLEMEN : Upon me devolves the painful duty 
of anouncing to the Senate the death of our venerable 
fellow-citizen, Grores Carxrox, Vice President ot 
the United States. f : 

« By this afflictive dispensation of Divine Providence 
the Senate is deprived of a President rendered dear to 
each of its members by the dignity and impartiality with 


-which he has so long presided over their deliberations; 


and the nation bereaved of one of the brightest lumi- 
naries of its glorious Revolution.” 

The Senate being informed of the decease of 
their distinguished fellow-citizen, Georas Cuin- 
ton, Vice President of the United States, do 

Resolve, That a committee be appointed, joint- 
ly, with such as may be appuinted on the part of 
the House of Representatives, to consider and re- 
port measures proper to manifest the public re- 
spect for the memory of the deceased, and expres- 
sive of the deep regret of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States on the loss ofa citizen so highly re- 
spected and revered. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Suira of New York, 
Smith of Maryland, German, Gruman, and 
Braptey, be the cominittee. , 

Ordered, That the Secretary carry this teso- 
lution to the House of Representatives. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in the 
resolution of the Senate for the appointment of a 
“to consider and report measures 
proper to manifest the public respect for the 
memory of the Vice President of the United 
States,” deceased, and have appointed a commit- 
tee on their part. 


Tuespay, April 21. 
On motion of Mr. Smita, of New York, 
Resolvedunanimously, That, froman unfeigned 
respect to the late Georas Cutn'ron, Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, and President of the 
Senate, the Chair of the President of the Senate 
be shrouded with black during the present session 5 
and, as a further testimony of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the members of the Senate 
will go into mourning and wear a black crape 
round the left arm for thirty days. 


WEDNESDAY, April 22. 

The bill in addition to the “Act to regulate the 
laying out and opening a road from Cumberland 
in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio,’ 
was read the second time. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of Peter Hoffman, junior, and others, mer- 
chants, of the city of Baltimore, stating that their 
ship William, on the last day of Mareh last, re- 
ceived a clearance for a voyage to Cadiz, and on 
the day following sailed from the port of Balti- 
more, previous to the Message of the President of 
the United States recommending an embargo; 
that the vessel proceeded on her voyage, aad, 
while on the high seas, was met by a revenue cut- 
ter,and brought back to the port of Baltimore; 
and praying permission for the said vessel to de- 
part and pursue her contemplated voyage ; and 
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the memorial was read. and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Smita. of Maryland, 
Bres, and CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, were appoint- 
ed the committee. 

The two bills brought up on the 20th inst. for 
concurrence were read, and passed to the second 
reading, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled “An act to enable the people of 


frigates, and burnt by the orders of their com- 
manding cfficer ; which frigates, they were in- 


‘formed by one of the officers, were fitted out for 


the express purpose of destroying all American 
vessels bound to any part of Spain or Portugal in 
the possession of the enemies of France ; and the 
petition was read, and referred to the Secretary 


f 
í 


4 


for the Department of State, to consider and re- — 


port thereon. , 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee cf the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An. 


the Mississippi Territory to form a constitution ; act for ascertaining the titles and claims to lands. 
and State government, and for the admission of iin that part of Louisiana which lies east of the: 
such State into the Union on an equal footing! river Mississippi and island of New Orleans;” 


with the original States; also, the hill to carry 
into effect the provisions of the eighth section of į 
the act regulating the grants of land, and provid- į 
ing ior the disposal of the lands of the United ; 
States south of the State of Tennessee ; and, in 
conformity thereto, 

Resolved, That the first-mentioned bill be post- | 


poned to the first Monday in December next. 
Resolved, also, That the bill to carry into effect 
the provisions of the eighth section of the act reg- | 
ulating the grants of land, and providing for the 
disposal of the lands of the United States south 
of the State of Tennessee, be postponed to the 
first Monday in December next. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of J 
| 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to continue in force ‘An act to provide for 
persons who were disabled by known wounds re- 
ceived in the Revolutionary war, and for other 
purposes,” together with the amendments report- 
ed thereto by the select committee; and, having 
agreed to the amendments, the President reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bili be read a third 
time as. amended? it was determined: in the af- 
firmative. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Aaron: Greely,” was read a third time, and 
passed. f 
` The Senate resumed. the consideration of the 


and it was ordered to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the appointment of an additional judge of the- 
district court of the district of New York, toge- 
ther with the amendments reported thereto by the 
select committee; and, having agreed to the 
amendments, the President reported the bill to the: 
House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed,. 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the, 


Whole, the bill for the relief of Reuben Saunders; . 


and his securities; and, on the question, Shall. 
this bill be engrossed, and read a third time ? it 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to continue in force, for a limited time, an 
act, entitled ‘An act continuing, for a limited 
time, the salaries of the officers of Government. 
therein mentioned ;” and the bill was ordered to 
a third reading. 

Mr. German presented the memorial of Charles: 
Selden and others, citizens of the State of New 
York, praying a repeal of the act, entitled “An 
act laying an embargo.on all ships and vessels in 
the ports and harbors of the United States, for a. 
limited time,” passed the 4th of April, 1812, or a 


joint resolution brought up from the House of | modification thereof, for reasons stated at large in. 


Representatives, on the subject of a recess. 
On motion, by Mr. Worruineron, to strike | 


ithe memorial; which was read. 
Mr. German also presented the memorial of | 


outa part of the resolution for the purpose of | Conklin and: Pierson, and others, merchants, of 
amendment, a division was called for; and, on ithe city of New York, praying a suspension of. 
the question to strike out, the votes being equal, | the non-importation act, or a modification thereof, 


the President determined it in the negative. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in the joint | 
resolution. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Braptey, Reen, Wor- , 
THINGTON, GoopRivu, and Lioyp, be the com- 
mittee, . . 

Mr. Loy presented the petition of Ezra Wes- 
ton and Son, of Duxbury, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, praying indemnification for a vessel and 
cargo, fitted out in reliance on the proclamation 
of the President of the United States, of 2d No- 
vember, 1810, that the decrees of France, violat- 
ing neutral commerce, were revoked, and which 
vessel and cargo were captured on the 23d Janu- 
ary last, in the prosecution of a voyage from 
Boston to Oporto, in Portugal, by two French 


for reasons stated at large in the memorial ; which 
was read, and referred to the committee to whom 
was referred, on the 15th instant, the memorial 
of Alexander Henry and others, merchants, of 
Philadelphia, to consider and report thereon by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Cutts presented the memorial of Johna 
Goddard, and others, citizens of Portsmouth, in 
the State of New Hampshire, and its vicinity, 
praying a repeal of the act, entitled “ An act pro- 
hibiting the importation uf goods, wares, and 
merchandise, from Great Britain,” fur reasons 
stated at large in the memorial; which was read, 
and referred to the committee last mentioned, to. 
consider and report thereon, by bill or otherwise.. 

Mr. Dana, from the committee appointed on. 
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the subject reported in part, a bill concerning 
merchant vessels armed for defence, and the bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 

To the Senate and House af 
Representatives of the United States : 

Among the incidents to the unexampled increase 
and expanding interests of the American nation, under 
the fostering influence of free constitutions and just 
laws, has been a corresponding accumulation of duties 
in the several departments of the Government; and 
this has been necessarily the greater in consequence 
of the peculiar state of our forcign relations, and the 
connexion of these with our internal Administration. 

The extensive and* multiplied preparations into 
which the United States arc at length driven for main- 
taining their violated rights, have caused this aug- 


mentation of business to press on the Department of 


War particularly, with a weight disproportionate to 
the powers of any single officer, with no other aids 
than are authorized by existing laws. With a view 
to a more adequate arrangement for the essential ob- 
jects of that department, I recommend to the early 
consideration of Congress a provision for two subor- 
dinate appointments therein, with such compensation 
annexed as may be reasonably expected by citizens duly 
qualified for the important functions which may bo 


properly assignod to them. 
JAMES MADISON, 
Apnrix 20, 1812. 


Taurspay, April 23. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to continue in force ‘An act to provide for per- 
sons who were disabled by known wounds re- 
ceived in the Revolutionary war, and. for .other 
purposes,” having been reported. by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, the bill was read the third 
time as amended, and passed with amendments. 

The bill authorizing the appointment of an ad- 
ditional judge of the district court of the district 
of New York, having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
and passed. : ; 

The bill for the relief of Reuben Saunders and 
his securities, having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
‘and passed, 

The bill, entitled “An act to alter and estab- 
dish certain post roads? was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sist of five members, to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. Turner, WORTHINGTON, GREGG, 
Conpir, and Lern, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Dana, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, further reported a bill respecting as- 
sociations for maritime security, and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the de- 
parture of ships and vessels from the ports and 
harbars of the United States in certain cases,” 
was read the second time. 

i The bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force, 
k for a limited time, an act, entitled ‘ An act con- 
ij tinuing, for a limited time, the salaries of the offi- 
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cers of Government therein mentioned,” was: 

read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act for ascertaining the 
titles and claims to lands in that part of Louisiana 

4 which lies east of the river Misstssippi and island 
of New Orleans,” was read a third time, and 

passed, l 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, from the com- 

mittee appointed on the subject of Tennessee 

lands, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary 

‘of the Treasury to issue grants and perfect titles 

on certain entries and locations of lands therein 

‘| described ; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. . 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill in addition 
to the act to regulate the laying out and making 
a road trom Cumberland, in the State of Mary- 
land, to the State of Ohio. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 
affirmative. i : 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or Tae Unirep States: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of 
State, complying with their resolution of the 4th of 
March last. JAMES MADISON, 

APRIL 23, 1812. 


The Message and report therein referrred to 
were read. 


Frinay, April 24. 

The bill in addition to the act to regulate the 
laying out and making a road from Cumberland, 
in the State of Ohio, having heen reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, was read a 
third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. Worraineton, the Message 
of the President of the United States, of the 224 
instant, recommending provision for two subor- 
dinate appointments in the War Department, 
was referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; anq 
Messrs, Smita, of Maryland, Worrnincron and 
Gines, were appointed the committee. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to issue grants and perfect titles on certain 
entries and locations of land therein described, 
was read the second time. 

The bill respecting associations for maritime 

! security, was read the second time. 

Mr. Surru, of Maryland, reported, from the 
committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
i Peter Hoffman, and others, owners of the ship 
| William: 

That the petitioners state that the said ship was. 
laden with flour, between the 18th and 27th of March, 
cleared out on the 31st, and actually sailed on the let 

| of April, on her intended voyage to Cadiz; that they 
| had no knowledge of the intention of laying an em- 
| bargo, either while loading or at the time of the sailing 
of said ship; that, from contrary winds and weather, 
she was detained in the Chesapeake until the 10th of 
April, when, at the distance of four leagues from Cape 
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committee. : thereon. 

The committee, however, are of opinion that the Mr. BRENT, from the committee to whom was 
case is not such as ought to induce the Senate to grant | referred the bill, entitled “An act further to amend 
the prayer of the petition ; they therefore recommend | the charter of the City of Washington,” reported 

. that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their me- | it with amendments. which were considered as in 


morial. Committee of the Whole, and agreed to ; and the 
The report was agreed to. President reported the bill to the House accord- 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Í ingly. 

Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | ‘On the question. Shall this bill be read a third 


act authorizing the departure of ships and vessels : time as amended? it was determined in the af- 


4 


from the ports and harbors of the United States | firmative. 
in certain cases;” and it was ordered to the third | 

reading. | : Meee 

A mcessage from the House of Representatives | Sarurpay, April 25. 

informed the Senate that the House have passed) The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
. the bill, entitled “An act for the establishment of ' further to amend the charter of the City of Wash- 
a General Land Office in the Department of the | ington,” having been reported by the committee 
Treasury,” with amendments, in which they re- | correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. The House ! as amended, and was further amended by unani- 
of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled | mous consent, 

“An act for the relief of John N. Stout;” in| Resolved, That this bill pass with amend- 
which bill they request the concurrence of the | ments. 

Senate. Mr. Lem presented the petition of Thomas 
_ The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- | Skelly, of the city of Philadelphia, merchant, 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill, | stating that he was the owner of the brigantine 
entitled “An act for the establishment of a Gen- | called the Meteor, and that the said brigantine 
eral Land Office in the Department of the Treas- | was captured by a British armed vessel, while on 


sury ;” and concurred therein. — her return to the United States, on the 21st of 
` The bill last brought up for concurrence was j July, 1811. ond illegally condemned in the Brit- 
read, and passed to the second reading. l ish High Court of Admiralty, and praying relief, 


Mr. Brab.ey, from the joint committee of the ! for reasons stated at large in the petition ; which 
two Houses appointed on the subject of a recess, | was read. 
reported the business that demands the immediate | Mr. Smits, of Maryland, from the committee 
attention of Congress, and the following resolu- | appointed on the subject, reported a bill supple- 
tion: ; mentary to the act, entitled “An act to establish 
_ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- | an Executive Department, to be denominated the 
tives of the United Stutes of America in Congress as- | Department of War ;” and the bill was read, and 
sembled, That, during the present session of Congress, | passed ‘to the second reading. ` 
‘the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House | On motion, by Mr. Smita, of New York, the 
of Representatives shall, on the 29th day of April in- | petition of Nathaniel G. Ingraham and others, to- 
stant, adjourn their respective Houses to Monday, the | cether with the report of the Secretary for the 
18th day of May next, then to meet at the same place | Department of Treasury thereon, was referred to 
in which the two Houses are now sitting. | a select committee, to consider and report thereon 
On motion, by Mr. Brap.ey, the Spee by bill -or otherwise ; and Messrs. Smita of New 
was.twice read by unanimous consent; and, on York, ANDERSON, and Gree, were appointed the 
motion by Mr. Porr, amended, by striking out | committee. 
the words “eighteenth day of May next.” The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the de- 
On the question, Shall this resolution he en- j| parture of ships and vessels from the ports and 
grossed, and read a third time as amended, it was | harbors of the United States, in certain cases,” 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 13, j was read a third time, and passed. 
as follows: i The bill, entitled “An act for the relicf of John 
à Fras Meere: prale. Condit, Crawford, Dana, | N. Stout,” was read the second time. 
erman, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, A aQ 
Lambor, Leib, Lloyd, Popo, Roed, Sash of New RECESS OP CONGRESS: 
York, Turner, and Worthington. | The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
-  Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of | resolution for a recess of Congress from the 29th 
Tennessee, Cutts, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Robinson, | inst. to the —— day of next. 
Smith, of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, and Varnum. : Mr. Pors moved to fill the blank with the 4th 
Mr. Brapuey presented the petition of Simeon i Monday in June. The most distant day would 
Knight, district pay master, praying to be allowed | probably accommodate the greatest number of 
one per centum on all moneys disbursed by him | members; and thisday would be suflicienily early 
and passed to his credit on the settlement of his f to take measures necessary on the expiration of 
accounts by the Accountant of the Department | the embargo. 
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Mr. BrapLEY moved the second Monday, the 
eighth day of June. This would afford a little 
more than five weeks, which, he thought, would 
be long enough. 

Mr. Lerm proposed to fill the blank with Mon- 
day the 18th day of May, which would afford a 
recess of about twenty days. 

The question having been put on Mr. Bran- 
LEY’s motion for the 8th June, 


Mr, ANDERSON said he had supposed the day 
fixed upon by the committee, viz: the 18th May. 
would have been the day. He did not himself 
feel the necessity of any adjournment; but, if it 
must take place, it ought either to be for a short 
time, or for so long a time as equally to accom- 
modate all. If it were to be for a short time, it 
would be. merely for relaxation; if for a longer 
time, as was now proposed, he feared it would be 
considered as indicative of an intention to pause 
in the course of measures they had commenced, 
and produce an impression abroad, among the 
people, which was much to be deprecated. 


Mr. Pope said he was in favor of such a time 
being fixed on as should accommodate the great- 
est number of the members. As to the effect of 
an adjournment on the public mind, he imagined 
that the difference between a recess of twenty or 
thirty days would be very unimportant. 

Mr. QG. W. Camppect said it seemed to him 
something like bribing the members to obtain 
votes, to talk about lengthening the time so as to 
accommodate the greatest number of members, 
He could not conceive it consistent with the 
honor of the country that they should decide the 
question of adjournment on the mere ground of 
personal convenience; he considered the only 
question to be, whether a recess would have a 
good or bad effect on the public service. He had 
on a former occasion stated his objection to this 
step, that it would produce an ill effect on the 
public mind. Many misrepresentations have been 
already made to induce the public to believe you 
are not in earnest. An adjournment for any 
length of time would seem like deserting our 
posts, and will put the seal on this belief. Under 
this view, he must vote against the adjournment, 
but the longer was the recess, the worse would be 
the effect on the public mind. He should, there- 
fore, vote for the shortest day. 

Mr. Brapuey said, he could not see that the 
proposed recess would be deserting their posts at 
all. The nation knew that the Government could 
not go to war without soldiers ; and sitting here 
would certainly notrestore peace. Congress had 
adopted many war measures, the execution of 
which they had put into the hands of the Execu- 
tive; they had also authorized a loan of eleven 
millions. And while these measures were going 
on, could Congress, by staying here constantly. 
add to the number of men. or expedite the loan ? 
If an enemy were to invade us, without any Gov- 
ernment at all, they would be promptly resisted. 
But, if we are going to war to redress grievances, 
to revenge injuries received, we should choose 
our own time. If we begin war before we 


bave an army, it is bringing the nation to 
the last state of degradation, not to consider 
at all the sufferings and losses Which would 
be in such cases sustained. It would be a great 
error to attempt to put this country, by a forced 
vote of Congress, into war. You cannot lead 
this country to war as the butcher leads his 
flock to the slaughter-house. This is a Govern- 
ment of opinion; the public sentiment will not 
be driven, but must be followed. Congress have 
certainly done as much for the present as they 
can. I wish to see the effect of the measures they 
have taken. The Executive-is clothed with all 
the necessary powers to make preparation for 
war; and if the nation will not abide by us and 
support the measures of Congress, it is vain to 
say we can force the people into a war. I be- 
lieve the people will be better satisfied with a re- 


cess than with our sitting here from day to day - 


without doing anything material. and there is 
nothing material at this moment to do. They are 
not irrational; they know that Congress have 
been in session six months; they must also fore- 
see that when we come to war, the Council of 
the Nation must be perpetually in session; they 
will, therefore, not be dissatisfied at a short recess. 
If war be actually to take place at the expiration 
of the embargo, this, of all others, is the tirne for 
relaxation. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON said, he was in hopes that 
a silent vote would have been taken on this ques- 
tion, but as that was not permitted, he would add 
a remark or two. He was sorry, to use the gentle- 
man’s own expression, that he had not such a 
bribe to offer the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
CAMPBELL) as would induce him to vote for this 
resolution. He said he had believed that, if the 
shortest day proposed should be taken, the effect 
would be this: [t could not be expected that 
those gentlemen who had been six or seven 
months from their homes and families should re- 
main in this city; if they went home, many of 
them could not possibly return in twenty days; 
there would, on the appointed day, be no quorum 
in either House; and they would have to adjourn 
from day to day until a sufficient number appear- 
ed. When they spoke of the public interest, gen- 
tlemen should look at actions, not at professions. 
Mr. W. said he looked at human nature as he 
found it; and considering, as regarded himself. 
that ten days at home would be of infinite advan- 
tage to his private concerns, taking it for granted 
that all gentlemen had the same feelings and re- 
gards as himself, he thought it a duty he owed 
himself and others, as well as his country, to vote 
for a recess. He believed much greater injury 
would result from sitting here than from a recess. 
He believed, in a day or two, there would scarce- 
ly be a quorum of the two Houses left. Did gen- 
tlemen mean to take any great measure with a 
bare quorum of both Houses? He presumed they 
would not. Therefore, in his opinion, it would 
be very proper to take such time as would suit 
the greater number of members of both Houses. 
But, if that could not be attained, Mr. W. said he 
would still vote fora recess; foralthough he could 
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not avai! himself of the opportunity to go home, 
he would not prevent others who might. 

-The question on the insertion of the eighth day 
of June as the day of reassembling of the two 
Houses, was decided as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, 
Lambert, Lloyd, Pope. Reed, Robinson, Smith of New 
York, Turner, and Worthington—is. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Cutis, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Smith 
of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, and Varnum—13. 

So the motion was carried. 

The question being put on the passage of the 
resolution as amended— 

Mr. Birs said it was painful for him to speak 
on this question, when he believed a majority of 
the Scnate were determined on an adjournment; 
but he entreated gentlemen to weigh well what 
they were about. He said he could not but rep- 
robate the mode of arguing a question of adjourn- 
ment from motives of comfort or family interest; 
of personal convenience alone, without reference 
to public interest. 

Mr. WortTHINnGron disclaimed any such argu- 
ment as appeared to be attributed to him. 

Mr. Biss coutinued.—if any man should give 
a vote for adjournment from motives of that kind, 
he should reprobate such conduct. So far as 
gentlemen believed the public interest would not 
suffer from such a course, there would, indeed, be 
no impropriety in suffering personal convenience 
to have weight. But the question, said Mr. B., 
is, whether our affairs are in such a situation as 
would, in common regard to prudence, permit us 
to depart? What is our situation? We have 
made preparation for war by authorizing the rais- 
ing an army. Is that army organized? Are the 
officers all appointed ? No. I putit to gentlemen 
whether, from the specimen already had, of bills 
and supplemental bills, we may not expect other 
supplemental bills? Can Congress reconcile it 
to their consciences, to leave the seat of Govern- 
ment, when they see that our army is not organ- 
ized, when a proposition for appointing Assistant 
Secretaries to the War Department, and much 
other detailed business, is before us? The offices 
of Commissary General and Quartermaster Gen- 
eral are yet vacant; because the restrictions are 
such as to render them obstacles to the accept- 
ance of persons qualified to fill those offices. This 
must be corrected; we must either take off some 
of the restrictions on these officers, or increase 
the salaries. There are many other defects in our 
present laws, which, from past experience, I am 
confident will require alteration. Now, sir, al- 
though I-freely confess that I would not plunge 
the nation into war until the Executive shall tell 
us that we are in a sufficiently advanced state of 
preparation ; although I would not remain here 
with a view of declaring war before the time of 
the proposed recess would expire, yet I should 
wish to be on the spot to complete such measures 
as the public service appears to require. If gen- 
tlemen desired relaxation, merely, Mr. B. said, he 
was content to sit but twice a week. But, what 


he desired was, that a quorum of both Houses 
should be within call of their presiding officers, 
ready to receive Executive communications, and 
act whenever it should be necessary. How could 
they justify to their constituents a recess at this 
moment, if, in three weeks after they should have 
parted, an attack should be made on any quarter 
of the United States? Much was yet to do be- 
fore the United States were ready for war; and 
if they were now to adjourn, very serious detri- 
ment to the public interest would, he had no 
doubt, be the result. 

Mr. Pore said, if there was to be a recess, in 
fairness, it ought to be so ordered as to consult 
thereby the convenience of as many members as 
possible. Why was there to be a recess at all? 
For the accommodation of members of Congress, 
Ought not that accommodation, then, to be made 
equal? For himself, said Mr. P.. he neither liked 
the recess nor staying here. He could not be 
pleased, whether the resolution passed or was 
negatived. If the resolution did pass, he wished 
it to pass in a shape which should afford an equal 
chance to al!l. He had understood that the Erec- 
utive had been consulted, and had no communi- 
cations to make requiring immediate -attentions 
If it would be no prejudice to the public interest, 
he had no objection to afford the longest time. 
On these grounds he had voted for the longest 
day, though he had scrious dvubts as to the pro- 
priety of a recess at all. k ; 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
as follow : . 

Yras—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, 
-Lambert, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of New York, Turner, 
and Worthington—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Cutts, . Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, 
Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, and Var- 
num—15, 

So it was, on the part of the Senate, ; 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in Congress assembled, That, during 
the present session of Congress, the President of. 
the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall, on the 29th day of April instant, 
adjourn their respective Houses to Monday the 
8th day of June next, then to meet at the same 
place in which the two Houses are now sitting. 


; Monpay, April 27, ' 

The bil] supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act to establish an Executive Department, to be 
denominated the Department of War,” was read 
the second time. : 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the Hause have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to extend the right of suf- 
frage in the Illinois Territory, and for other pure 
poses ;” in which they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. They have passed the bill which 
originated in the Senate, entitled “Ao act making 
further provision for the Corps of Engineers,” with 
amendments, in which they request the concurr- 
ence of the Senate. 


-sider the subject, reported a bill allowing an an- | 


` vessel and -cargo is exposed .to capture and depre- 
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The bill last brought up for concurrence was | 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Varnum, the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the bill, enti- 
tled “An act making further provision for the 
Corps of Engineers,” was referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. 
Smitu of Maryland, Varnum, and Bayar, were 
appointed the committee. 

Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom were referred the amendments to the 
bill last mentioned, made report. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in the amend- | 
ments of the House of Representatives to the said 
bill. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill concerning merchant vessels armed 
for defence; and the further consideration thereof | 
‘was postponed until to-morrow. j 
Mr. Lerm, from the committec appointed to con- 


nuity to Arthur St. Clair; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to authorize the State of Tennes- 
see to issue grants and perfect titles on certain en- 
tries and locations of land, therein described; and 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
to, and made the order of the day for, Wednes- | 
day next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of į 
Jobn N. Stout;” and on motion, by Mr. Pops, it | 
was referred toa select committee, to consider 
and report thereon; and ‘Messrs, Pore, Brent, 
and GREGG, were appointed the committee. 

The PresipenT communicated a report of the 
Paymaster General of the Army, on the petition 
of Simeon Knight, district paymaster, which was 
read, and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

Mr. Greae presented the memorial of Thomas 
P. Cope, and others, stating that, some time sub- | 
sequent to the proclamation of the President a 


the United States, of the 2d of November, 1810, 
their brig Daphne cleared from Philadelphia for 
Calcutta. That, in consequence of the non-im- 
portation law, they. have ordered the said vessel, 
and a return cargo, amounting to 239,000 dollars, 
to the island of St. Bartholomews; that the said | 


dation in the event of war, and to condemna- 
‘tion should she enter a port in America. They, | 
therefore, pray permission for the said vessel to | 


‘enter an American port, there to remain and be | 


disposed of as subsequent events may dictates. 


‘and the memoria! was read, and referred to a se- 


lect committee, to consider and report thereon by | 
bill or otherwise ; and Messrs. Greece, Lioyp, and ! 
Smrrn of Md., were appointed the committee, į 

Mr. Sara, of New York, from the committee | 
to whom was referred the petition of Nathaniel. | 
G. Ingraham, and others, presented a bill to dis- | 
charge from imprisonment the persons therein Í 
mentioned; and the bill was read, and passed to | 
the second reading. 


Tuespay, April 28. 
The bill allowing an annuity to Arthur St. 
Clair was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act to extend the right 
of suffrage in the Illinois Territory, and for other 
purposes,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. Greca, Goonpricn, and 
VARNUM, Were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill concerning 
merchant vessels armed for defence; and, on the 
question, Shall this bill be engrossed and read a 
third time? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill respecting 
associations for maritime security; and on the 
question, Shall this bill be engrossed and read a 
third time? it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Lem submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives adjourn the 
respective Houses of Congress on Wednesday, the 
Gth of May, to Monday, the 25th of May. 

And the resolution was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

The bill to discharge from imprisonment the 
persons therein mentioned was read the second 
time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill supplemen- 
tary to the act, entitled “An aet to establish an 
Executive Department. to be denominated the 
Department of War;” and the bill having been 
amended, the PrestpEn'r reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Pore gave notice that to-morrow he should 
ask leave to bring in a bill more effectually to 
protect the commerce and coasts of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

On motion, by Mr. WORTHINGTON, to suspend 
the twelfth rule for conducting business in the 
Senate, as respects the resolution this day offered 
authorizing the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives to ad- 
journ the respective Houses of Congress, it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 9, 
as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Condit, German, Gregg, Howell, 
Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, Turner, and Worthington. 

Nays— Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Crawford, Dana, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Robinson, Tait, and Varnum. 

On motion, by Mr. Wortutneron, the resolu- 
tion was read the second time. 

On the question, Shall this resolution be en- 
grossed and read a third time? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Gruman, from the committee, reported the 
resolution last mentioned correctly engrossed. 

And on motion, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow. 
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s. Vaunum. Lers, and BRENT, 
į Were appointed the committee. 

f MARITIME DEFENCE. 

Mr. Pore asked and obtained leave to bring in 


Wepnesnay, April 29. 
‘The Senate resumed as’ in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to authorize the State of Tennes- 
see to issue. grants and perfect titles on certain 
entries and locations of land therein described ; 
and, after debate, it was agreed that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed until to-mor- 
row. 
On motion, by Mr. Lets, the engrossed resolu-: 
lion authorizing the President of the Senate and j- 
Speaker of the House of Representatives to ad- | 


journ the respective Houses > 5 was ; Í 

Journ. tne res Houses of Congress was read : harassed and committed depredations on the commerce 

a third time. Hees : k € 

5 ; y n ._ | of the United States on or near the coasts thereof, in 

On the question, Shail this resolution pass ? it violation of the laws of nations; therefore, 

was determined in the affirmative—yeas 16, nays! Be it enacted, &c., That it shall he lawful for the 

12, as follows: | President of the United States, and he is hereby au- 
Yxas—Mosers. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, | thorized, to instruct and direct the commanders of the 


i 
| 
i and coasts of the United States; and the bill was 
| read, and passed to the second reading, 
| The bill is as follows: 
coasts of the United States, 
Whereas the British and other armed vessels have 


a bill more effectually to protect the commerce i 


A Bill more effectually to protect the commerce and 


. Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, | urmed vessels belonging to the United States to seize, ; 


Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Simith.of New York, Turner, | take, and bring into any port of the United States, to 
and Worthington. | be proceeded against according to the laws and usages 

Nays—Méssrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell ; of nations, any such British or other armed vessel 
of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Pope, Robin- ! which shall have committed, or which shall be found 
son, Tait, Taylor, and Varnum. hovering on the coasts of the United States for the 


So it was resolved that the President of the; PY™Pose of harassing or committing depredations on ` 


Senate and Speaker of the House of Representa- | the vessels belonging to the citizens thereof. = 
tives adjourn the respective Houses of Congress| The bill Tespecting associations for maritime 
on Wednesday, the Gth of May, to Monday, the | security having been reported by tne committee 
25th of May. | correctly engrossed, was read a third time, and 
| Ordered, That the Secretary request the con- | passed. The bill is as follows: 


"currence of the House of Representatives in this | A Bill respecting Associations for Maritime Security. , 


resolution. i Be it enacted, &c., That in cases wherein the arm- 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An | ing of vessels for defence may be allowed according to 
act to establish an Executive Department, to be ; the laws of the United States, it may be agreed on the 
denominated the Departinent of War,” having | part of the citizens of the United States in pursuance 


been reported by the committee correctly en- | of this act, that ships or vessels by them owned shall. ; ‘ 
grossed, was read a third time as amended, and | sail in concert and be associated for assistance and pro- : ; 
tection in any voyage or voyages not contrary to law, ; - 

A message from the House of Representatives | and during any time or times which may be designated . 
informed the Senate that the House have post- | by instrument of writing executed by the owners or : - 
their authorized agents. The stipulations of the parties ' 
adjournment of the two Houses of Congress on | Contained in such instrument may extend to the equip- | . 
the 29th of April, to the 8th of June next, They ment and force of the vessels respectively; the relative 


passed. 


poned, indefinitely, the resolution proposing an 


have passed a bill, entitled “An act for the relief | #Uthority of the masters or commanders; the appoint- 


of Jobn Thompson ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act 
making additional appropriations for the support 
of Government for the year 1812;” in which bills 


: l f : ‘ ; ; 
they request T Tet TEREE of the Senate. rangements for conducting and managing the respéct- 
The two bills last mentioned were read, and |. ive vessels, as nay be most effectual for assistance in 
passed to the second reading. any case of peril or misfortune; and, for protecting all 


Mr. Brenr presented the petition of John and | or any of them against forcible seizure or annoyance: 


Thomas Vowell, and others, merchants, of Alex- | Provided. That no such agreement or stipulation shall ; 


andria, stating that they are owners of property | contravene the instructions or orders which may be 
to a large amount in England; and in English | given by the President of the United States for pre- 
ports, and praying that the non-importation law venting any unlawful proceedings; and in cases louch- 
may be repealed. or so modified as to admit the | ing the use of ae ae ca an aa the man 
importation of British goods te the amount of | aad uae A sere ir mht R ETEN 
American claims, for reasons stated at large in | 219% Snail be under the control of such instructions o 


the petition ; which was read orders. i 
Mr y ROIS oO Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the respective 
Mr. Vanum presented the petition of Jonathan ships or vessels shail be holden for any stipulatione ax 


Grout, of Philadelphia, praying Congress to au- | aforesaid contained in such instrument concerning them, 
thorize the purchase of his patent right to a new | and shall accordingly be chargeable for any compensa- 
and improved mode of conveying intelligence, | tion which may justly be demanded on account of fail- 
and giving signals, by telegraphs; and the peti-| ure to perform the same, as well as for satisfying any 
tion was reai, and referred toa select committee, | reasonable claim of contribution on account of loss or 
to consider and report thereon by bill or other- damage incurred in pursuance thereof. The rates of 


ment of places and times of rendezvous and sailing; the : 
regulation of signals; the direction of the general course ` 
of the voyage or voyages; the orders to be observed in `i 
cases of separation or danger; and the making of ar- | 
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the United States shall be permitted, directly or indi- 
rectly, to have or claim benefit of any agreement or 
stipulation as aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the courts 
of the United States having cognizance of causes of 
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, shall take cogniz- 
ance of complaints and controversies touching the pre- 
mises; and proceedings may be had therein according 
to the course of such courts respectively, as in other 
cases of admiralty or maritime jurisdiction. But no- 
thing herein contained ‘shall be construed to deprive 
suitors of a remedy at common law, or in equity, wher- 
ever the same may be competent. 


The bill concerning merchant vessels armed 
for defence having been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
and passed. The bill is as follows: 


A Bill concerning Merchant Vessels armed for defence. 


Be be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the —— 
day of ——., in the present year, the arming: of vessels 
for defence shall be subjected to.the following regula- 
tions: ‘ 


Src. 2. Be tt enacted, That no merchant vessels 
armed or provided with the means of being armed at 
sea, shail be cleared or permitted to depart on foreign 

_ ‘voyages, unless the same be registered and duly owned 
and navigated as ships and vessels of the United States. 

` And any such ship or vessel of the United States if not 
«bound on some voyage beyond the southern cape of 
Africa or America, may be restrained-and prevented from 
going to sea with such armament or means of arma- 
ment, unless bond to the United States be given by the 
managing owner, or agent, and the master or comman- 

, der thereof, with responsible surety or sureties in a penal 
` sum not exceeding dollars, with condition that 
such ship or vessel shall not proceed to any port known 
.to be actually blockaded, nor carry contraband articles 
to the dominions of any Power engaged in war against 
such as may be at peace with the United States; and 
that such armament or means of armament shall not 
he used for purposes contrary to the laws or treaties of 
the United States or the rules of public law by the 
United States acknowledged, but that the instructions 
which may be given by the President of the United 
States for preventing any infraction of such laws, trea- 
ties, or rules, shall be observed with respect to such ship 
or vessel in the destined voyage or voyages; and that 
satisfaction shall be made for all damage and injury, if 
any should be committed, in contravention thercof; 
which bond may be sued in the name of the United 
. States, before any competent court of the United States. 
And whatever may be recovered thereon shall be for 
their use, except so much as the court may order to be 
paid for making such satisfaction as shall appear reasona- 
blein any case of damage or injury. But the restrictions 
herein contained shall not be considered applicable to 
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Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
security shall have been given by bond as aforesaid 
with respect to a ship or vessel of the United States, 
duly owned and navigated as such, which may be armed 
or provided with means as aforesaid for defence, and 
bound on any foreign voyage or voyages not contrary 
to law, the same shall be permitted to depart on such 
destination: and the collector of the customs for the 
district from which the ship or vessel may be about to 
depart, in addition to the clearance for the same, shall 
furnish an official document to this effect, and as nearly 
as may be convenient according tv the following forn— 
“ To all whom it may concern: It is made known, 
that the ship or vessel called the {inserting hore the 
vessel’s name] of [inserting the name of the port to 
which the vessel belongs] having [inserting the num- 
ber] deck with [inserting the number] mast and [spe- 
cifying whether any or no] head aud [specifying whe- 
ther any or no] gallery, of the burden of [inserting the 
number] tons as registered, and carrying [inserting the 
number of mounted] guns, whereof [naming the 
person] is at present master or commander, being a 
[describing the kind of vessel, whether ship, snuw, brig- 
antine, schooner, sloop, or otherwise] duly owned and 
navigated as a merchant vessel of the United States of 
America, armed for defence, and bound for -, is per- 
mitted to depart on destined voyage [or voyages, as 
may be proper] responsible security having been given 
according to the act of Congress, entitled “ An act con- 
cerning merchant vessels armed for defence.” 

“Given under the seul of office, at the port of” fex- 
pressing the port and district, and specifying the day 
and year of the date in words at length:] Provided, 
That additions or variations may be made as shall ap- 
pear proper in particular cases for the better description 
of vessels or armaments. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States to give 
directions, as in his opinion may be proper, for causing 
to be prepared a sufficient number of forme of such 
documents, which shall he attested by the Secretary, 
under seal of the Department of State, with proper 
blanks to he filled by the collectors respectively to whom 
the same shall be transmitted. Before any such docu- 
ment shall be furnished for a ship or vessel, it shall be 
sealed and signed by the proper collector, and counter- 
signed by the naval officer or by the surveyor, if there 
be one, but no naval officer. And the documents so 
furnished shall be transcribed in some proper book to 
be kept for the purpose by the collector, who shall be 
entitled to like fees for the same as for certificates of 
registry: Provided, always, and it is declared, That 
this act shall not be construed to prevent ships or ves- 
sels bound for any of the ports, places, or countries, be~ 
yond the southern cape of Africa or America, from 
going armed as has been usual in such cases, nor to 
affect any foreign armed vessel which may have been 
admitted as such within the territorial jurisdiction of 
the United States. 


Tuunspay, April 30, 

The bill more effectually to protect the com- 
merce and coasts of the United States was read 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- 
tee, to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
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port thereon; and Messrs. Smita, of Maryland, 
Gree, and Smirn, of New York, were appointed 
the committee. | 

The bill,entitled “An act making an additional 
appropriation for the support of Government for 
the year 1812,” was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect 
titles on certain entries and locations of land 
therein described; and, on the question, Shall 
this bill be engrossed and read a third time ? it 
was determined in the affirmative. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill allowing an 
annuity to Arthur St. Clair; and, on the question. 
Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third time? 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 15, 
nays 7, as follows: i 

Yuss—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Crawford, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, 
Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Smith of Maryland, and 
Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Condit, Cutts, Robinson, Smith of 
New York, Tait, Turner, and Varnum. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing the cutting 
and making a canal from the river Potomac 
around the west end of the dam or causeway from 
Mason’s island, and for other purposes ;” in which 

- bill they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to. 

the second reading. 


‘Mr. Lioyp presented the memorial of five hun- 
dred and thirty-five merchants of Boston, praying 
the repeal, or such modification, of the non-im- 
portation act,as may enable them to receive their 
property now in Great Britain and her dependen- 
cies; which was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to gonsider 
-and report thereon by.bill or otherwise; and, in 
-tbe mean time, that it be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

Messrs. Loyn, TayLor, Greee, Lers, and 
Smir of Maryland, were appointed the com- 
mittee., l 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to discharge 
fromimprisonmentthe persons therein mentioned; 
and,after debate, the further consideration thereof 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. SmıTh, of New York, 

Hesolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
authorized to pay, out of the contingent fund, the 
expenses incurred for the funeral of the late Vice 
Presipent of the United States, whenever-the 
same shall have been allowed and certified by the 
committee of. arrangement. 


ney, now a 


Fripay, May 1. 

The bill to authorize the State of Tennessee 
to issue grants and perfect titles on certain entries 
and locations of land therein described, having 
been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, was read a third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? It was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 6, 
as follows: , 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Condit, Cutts, Gaillard, Gilman, Goodrich, Hor- 
sey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Robinson, Smith 
of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Crawford, Dana, German. 
Taylor and Turner. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
that the title thereof be “An act to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to isssue grants and perfect 
titles on certain entries and locations of land 
therein described.” 

Mr. Smurru, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of John Thompson,” reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Turner, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An act to alter and es- 
tablish certain post roads,” reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Lee presented the petition of Ninian Pink- 
aptain in the Army, stating that, on 
the 20th of August, 1808, he was appointed brig- 
ade inspector, pro tempore, and that he performed 
the duties thereof at New Orleans, and has re- 
ceived the emoluments attached to said office, up 
to the 31st of May, 1810, but, on his arrival at 
the Seat of Government, was required by the 
Department of War to refund, on the plea that 
the appointment was inadmissible, and praying 
relief, for reasons stated in the petition, which 
was read, and referred to a select committee, tọ 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; 
and Messrs. Lets, Howe tt, and Smrru of Mary- 
land, were appointed the committee. 

The bill allowing an annuity to Arthur St. 
Clair having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, was read a third time, and on 
motion, by Mr. Lers, to fill the blank with the 
words “five hundred dollars,” it was determined 
in the negative; and, on motion to fill the blank 
with the words “four hundred and fifty dollars,” 
the votes being equal, the President determined 
the question in the affirmative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 9, as 
follows: 


Yxss—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb Crawfor . 
Dana, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey. 
Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith of 
Maryland, and Worthington. i 
- Naxs—Messrs. Condit, Cutts, Gaillard, Robinson, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Var- 
num. 

Soit was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
that the title thereof be“An act allowing an an- 
nuity to Arthur St. Clair.” 
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Mr. Grece, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred. reported a bill to admit the 
entry of vessels of the United States, on certain 
conditions; and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

[This bill embraces cases of vessels “which 
‘ may have been laden in any of the ports of In- 
‘dia, and whose master, supercargo, or owner, 
‘may have been compelled to give bond, under 
t some penalty, that their respective cargoes shall 
“be landed in some part of the United States ;” 
provided the duties be paid, and the goods stored 
in the public stores, under the care of the collect- 
ors, subject to the future disposition of the Gov- 
ernment. ] 

Ona motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the bill to discharge 
from imprisonment the persons therein mentioned 
was recommitted to a select committee, with in- 
structions to inquire into, and report the facts of 
the casc; and Messrs. Bavaro, Smitu of New 
York, and German, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the cut- 
ting and making a canal from the river Potomac 
around the west end of the dam or causeway 
from Mason’s island, and for other purposes,” was 
read the second time. 

The Senate resumed. as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act making addi- 
tional appropriations for the support of Govern- 
ment for the year 1812;” and the bill having been 
amended, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. ` 

Mr. Greea presented the memorial of James 
Wilkinson, stating that he has been stigmatized 
asa public defaulter; but that, so far irom de- 
serving that charge, he can make it appear that 
the public are indebted to him, and praying an 
inquiry into his case may be instituted, and such 
decision thereon as may be compatible with jus- 
tice and equity; and the memorial was read, 

On motion, by Mr. Grece, this memorial, and 
that presented the last session, together with the 
report on the memorial last mentioned, was re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consist of five 
members, to consider and report thereon by bill or 
otherwise; and Messrs. Greac, Smira of Mary- 
land, Taytor, Varnom, and ANDERSON, were 
appointed the committee. 


Mownpay, May 4. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
making additional appropriations for the support 
of Government for the year, 1812,” was reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed. 

A bare quorum attending, the Senate adjourned, 


Tusespay, May 5. 

Mr. Leg, from the committee appointed to 
eonsider the subject, reported a bill for the relief 
of Ninian Pinkney, and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

12th Con, Ist Szss.—S 
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The bill to admit the entry of vessels of the 


United States on certain conditions, was read the 
second time, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill authorizing a subscription for the 
Laws of the United States; and the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed to the first Mon- 
day in December next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of John Thompson ;” and it was 
ordered to a third reading. 4 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act to alter and establish certain post roads.” 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

Oa motion, by Mr. Horsey, the bill, entitled 
“ An act authorizing the cutting and making a 
canal from the river Potomae around the west 
end of the dam or causeway from Mason’s Island, 
and for other purposes,” was referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Horsey, Brent, and WORTHINGTON, 
were appointed the committee. mn 

Mr. Lioyp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial of a large number of the 
merchants of Boston, praying the repeal or modi- 
fication of the non-importation act, stated that 
they had instructed their chairman to report that 
it is inexpedient to grant-the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House do not con- 
cur in the resolution proposing a recess from the 
Gth to the 25th of May. They have passed a bill 
entitled “An act for the relief of the citizens of 
Venezuela ;” a bill, entitled “ An act for the bet- 
ter regulation of the ordnance;” a bill, entitled 
* An act for the relief of Thomas F. Reddick ;” a 
bill, entitled “An act making further provision 
for the Army of the United States;” a bill, enti- 
tled “ An act to authorize the election of sheriffs 
in the Indiana Territory, and for other purposes ;” 
also a bill, entitled “An act to iscorporate the 
trustees of Washington College ;” in which bills 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

They have passed the bill which originated in 
the Senate, entitled “ An act for designating, sur- 
veying, and granting the military bounty lands,” 
with an amendment, in which they ask the con- 
currence of the Senate; also, the bill, entitled 
“ An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An 
act to establish an Executive Department, to be 
denominated the Department of War,” with an 
amendment, in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “ An act for designating, surveying, and 
granting the military bounty lands,” and con- 
curred therein. 

On motion, hy Mr. Bavaro, the bill, entitled 
“ An act for the relief of the citizens of Vene- 
zuela.” was read the second time by unanimous 
consent; and, on motion by Mr. CAMPBELL, of 
Tennessee, it was referred to a select committee, 
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to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Camr- | Department, to be denominated the Department } 
BELL, of Tennessee, Bayarp, and Smita, of Mary- j of War.” | 
land, were appointed the committee. . | On motion, by Mr. Lets, the further consider- | 
On motion, by Mr. German, that the further | ation of the bill and amendment was postponed | 
consideration thereof be postponed to the first! to the first Monday in June next. | 
Monday in December next, it was determined inj A message from the House of Representatives 
the negative—yeas 11, nays 13, as follows: ‘informed the Senate that the House have passed 
Yuras—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Crawford, German, | @ bill. entitled “ An act to annex a part of West 
Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Leib, Lloyd, Smith, of Mary- ! Florida to the Mississippi Territory,” in which 


land, and Turner. j bill they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
Nays,--Messrs. Anderson, Brent, Campbell, of Ten- | The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 

nessee, Condit, Cutts, Dana, Gaillard, Gilman, Howell, | the second reading. : 

Robinson, Tait, Varnum, and Worthington. The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Tho- 


mas F. Reddick,” was read the second time. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to admit the 
| entry of vessels of the United States on certain 
i conditions. | 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 


On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the further con-! 
sideration Lhereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

The six bills last brought up for concurrence 
were read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, enti- | 


tled ‘An act to establish an Executive Depart- | *Mirmative. — i | 
ment, to be denominated the Department of | The bill, entitled “ An act for the retief of John 


War.” Thompson,” was read the third time, and passed. | 
The bill, entitled “An act making additional The bill, entitled “An act to alter and estab- | 


appropriations for the support of Government for i ae post roads,” was read a third time, and 


the year 1812,” was read a third time as amend- i . ; 

ed; and, on motion by Mr. Les, it was referred 2 cere by My PaE or Mory aa, the B 
to a select committec, to revise the item respect- ven £ 1 an act oe ih re hi r ne TA 
ing marshals, and report thereon; and Messrs, | Y EPEZUeta, was Ta ode Hurdefime, by ana: 
Anperson, Lets, and Turner, were appointed | US consent, and passed. 


the committee. MEMORIAL OF BOSTON MERCHANTS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
report of the committee made yesterday on the | 
memorial of a large number of the merchants of 
Boston. 

On motion by Mr. LLoyp, that the report on 
the memorial of the merchants of Boston, pray- 
ing for leave to withdraw their property from | 
Great Britain and her dependencies, be again re- | 
ferred to a committee, with instructions to bring . 
in a bill for the relief of the petitioners— | 

A motion was made by Mr. Smita, of Mary- | 
land, that the further consideration thereof be . 
postponed to the first Monday in June next. 


Wepnespay, May 6. 


The bill for the relief of Ninian Pinkney was 
read the second time. 

Mr. Campre.t, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee tc whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of the citizens of Vene- 
zuela,” reported it without amendment; and the 
bill was considered-as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the 
ates of Washington College,” was read the 
second time. i i : ir: 

The bill, entitled “An act for the better regu- Sai S R STE OEE RGAN 3 
lation of the ordnance,” was read the second time. | | Mr. President: I have made the motion for post- ; 

_ The bill, entitled “ An act making further pro-| ponement because I am unwilling that a con- . 
vision for the Army of the United States,” was | clusive vote on the question should be taken at | 
read the second time. this time. When members place their names | 

_ On motion, by Mr. Grega, the two last men- | on record there is an unwillingness to retract | 
tioned bills were severally referred to a select | their vote, when a more suitable time for decision » 
committee, to consider and report thereon; andj occurs. That time will be, on the arrival of the : 
Messrs. Anperson, SMITH, of Maryland, ‘and | Hornet, which must certainly happen before the ' 
VaRNuMm, were appointed the committee. j first of June; and from the information which 
` The bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the elec- ; she will bring, we shall be enabled to vote more 
tion of sheriffs in the Indiana Territory, and for | advisedly. Thissubject being before the Senate, 


other purposes,” was read the second time, and! I will be permitted to take a short view of our 


referred to a select committee, to consider and re- | political relations as they bear upon this particu- | 
port thereon; and Messrs. WORTHINGTON, Bay- | lar object. | 
agp, and Tarr, were appointed the committee. | The non-intercourse law prohibited all inter- — 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the: course between the United States and Great | 
amendment of the House of Representatives to | Britain and France. It, however, authorized the | 
the bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the President, in case either of these Powers should 
act, entitled ‘An act to establish an Executive | so repeal or modify their unjust acts, as that they 


bation of every good man. 
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Britain should be restored, and all America ap- 
plauded the act. The negotiation made by Mr. 
Erskine, contrary to the opinion of every enlight- 
ened man, and to the astonishment of our Gov- 
ernment; was disavowed by the King of Great 
Britain. What was the conduct of our Execu- 
tive on being informed of the disavowal? It 
was that which gratified every American. He 
instantly imposed the non-intercourse on Great 
Britain, and placed that nation precisely in the 
game situation in which she was when Mr. 
Erskine’s arrangement took place. And, sir, I 
believe that, in doing.so, he met with the appro- 
He certainly had 
mine. The non-intercourse law continued uatil 
May, 1810, when it expired by its own limitation. | 
I state this, Mr. President, because a confusion 
has arisen from the various laws which have 
passed on this subject, and many well informed | 
men have believed, and do now believe, that the 
non-intercourse law existed against both nations 
when the present restrictions were imposed on 
our commerce with Great Britain. Not so, Mr. 
President. At that time our trade was unrestrict- | 
ed by any law of the United States. But Con- 
gress, in the same month of May, 1810, passed 
an act, by which the President was authorized, 
in the event of cither France or England repeal- 
ing her upjust acts, or so modifying the same 
that they would no longer affect our neutral 
rights, to impose certain sections of the non-in- 
tercourse law on the nation refusing to do us just- 
ice, which sections amountto a non-importation. 


‘This act was, made known to both nations; and 


France, embracing the proposition, did by the 
letter of her prime Minister, the Duke of Cadore, 
under date of the 5th August, 1810, promise to 
revoke the Berlin and Milan decrees, so far as 
they relate to the United States, on condition ; 
with which condition the President complied 
by issuing his proclamation of the second of No- 
vember, in which, agreeably to the act of May, 
1810, he declared that all importations from Great 
Britain and her possessions should cease on the 
2d February, 1811; unless that nation should, 
previously thereto, repeal or modify her Orders 
in Council. Great Britain refused to do this, 
and has pertinaciously adhered to a system inju- 
rious to the interest of both nations. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I was among those who approved of the 

roclamation of the President of the United 

tates, interdicting all importations from Great 
Britain. It appeared to me to bea strict com- 
pliance with the tenor of the law; for, sir, I did 
believe, that all credit was due to the solemn 
declarations of nations, made officially by thetr 
public ministers, and I, therefore, justified the 


if President for the confidence he had placed in 


those solemn assurances. I did expect that a 
decree, revoking the Berlin and Milan decrees, 
“go far as they related to the United States,” 
would have been issued immediately after the 
Emperor should have seen the act of Congress 
confirming the proclamation. Indeed, sir, I 
thought it ought to have been issued immediate- 
ly after he had seen the proclamation. 

Has any such decree yct issued? No! Has 
France practically complied with her promise 
made in the letter of the 5th August 1810, signed 
by the Duke de Cadore? If she has, Mr, Presi- 
dent, then are we bound, the national faith and 
honor are bound, and no consideration ought to 
induce the Senate to-agree to the motion of the 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Luoyn.) But if France 
has not complied with her engagement, if her 
cruisers, as well public as private, continue, under 
the authority of the Emperor, to act in the man- 
ner authorized by the Berlin and Milan decrees, 
then our honor calls upon us, the national honor 
imperiously calls upon us to place both nations 
precisely in the situation in which they were 
when the proclamation of the President, dated 

ovember 2, 1810, was issued; nor ought the 
doing so to affect the ulterior measures contem- 
plated against Great Britain, In acting thus, 
our conduct will be exactly correspondent with 
that adopted by the Executive, on his being in- 
formed that Great Britain had disavowed the 
arrangement entered iato with Mr. . Erskine. 
This we are bound to do, if even we should im- 
mediately thereafter enact a law interdicting all 
importation from both nations. Nay, sir, men 
of nice notions of honor will believe that we can- 
not honorably pursue the war with Great Britain 
until we have freed ourselves from the deception 
practised upon us by France, if (as is asserted) 
she has not complied with her part of the compact. 
What evidence have we that France has not 
complied? ‘The document before me from the 
Secretary of State, respecting the trade to the 
Baltic, proves that French privateers have com- 
pletely blockaded the Sound, which is the usual 
entrance to that sea; that they capture every 
American vessel in their power bound either up 
or down, and send their papers to Paris, where 
they are condemned by the order of the Emperor. 
It may not be amiss to give a view of this course 
of conduct; for to gentlemen unacquainted with 
commerce it may be useful. Mr. Erving, our 
Minister at Denmark, was sent to Copenhagen 
to use the best means in his power to induce the 
King to put a stop to the depredations committed 
on our commerce by the Danish privateers. He 
was well received, and being of opinion that our 
trade would meet with few interruptions in fu- 
ture, he advised thereof the American Consuls 
in Sweden and Norway, where our vessels usu- 
ally stop for information. What was the conose- 
quence? Why, that the Americans, thus re- 
lieved from danger, as they supposed, took the 
usual course through the Sound, to all the ports 
in the Baltic, and many went safe. The French, 
informed of this friendly conduct of the King of 
Denmark, despatched a number of privateers 
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to the Sound, completely blockaded -it, and cap- | This claim arises from the prosecution of an 


tured, without distinction, every American they | honorable, a lucrative and accustomed trade, 
could. The number thus captured was not, it is | which had met the approbation of Government, 
true, very great, for the news flew on the wings | and to the revenues of which it had largely con- 
of the wind, and the Americans were thereafter, | tributed—he alluded to the trade with Great 
for safety, compelled to mingle with the British | Britain. In the prosecution of this trade form- 
convoys. Indeed, several which had assembled | erly the merchants of the United States were 
at Elsinore were saved by a convoy granted by | almost invariably the debtors; they obtained their 
the King of Denmark. goods on a credit not unfrequently of twelve 
Mr. President, the first notice of the French i months, but for a few years past the course of 
blockade of the Baltic was capture and conse- | the trade had almost entirely changed. Owing 
quent condemnation on various pretexts. One] tothe extension of commerce—the diffusion of 
vessel was condemned (it appears by the pro-| wealth and capital—the increased ability of the 
ceedings of the court of Paris) because she had | merchants of the United States—the facilities 
come to anchor in a port in Sweden, where, by | afforded by the banks—and the unexampled de- 
accident, there.was a British armed vessel. But, | pression of the course of exchange, the merchants 
sir, another reason for. presuming that France| of Great Britain had in their turn become the 
has not complied-with her part of the compact, is | bankersand debtors of those of the United States, 
the late burning, by a French squadron which | the latter of whom now very generally, instead 
issued from Nantz the 10th day of January last, | of purchasing goods in England, on credit, remit- 
of every American vessel they met having a|ted exchange at the time of furnishing their 
cargo on board. The ground assigned by the | orders for shipments. 
‘commanders of those vessels, not verbally only,| These orders, it is very well known to every 
but by certificates signed by themselves, ‘is, be- | man in the smallest degree conversant with the 
cause the vessel, so burnt, was bound to or from | trade, must be in the hands of the manufacturers 
a port of the enemy of France, and this they | several months before they can be executed, 
certify they do by order of the Minister of the | being principally given for articles calculated for 
French Marine, being precisely the. Berlin and | a particular market and not suited for any other. 
Milan decrees put in full force against the vessels | This is more especially the case with the im- 
of the United States. This information comes porters of hardware and cutlery, who are obliged 
to us in a shape scarcely questionable ; but as the | to give their orders, six, nine, or perhaps twelve 
Hornet must soon arrive, and as the President | months in advance, and so soon as an order is 
will by her receive such information as will put | delivered, it becomes a compact, which cannot 
the subject beyond a doubt, either in one way or | be dissolved but with the consent of all the part- 
the other; and as I know that some gentlemen | ies engaged in it. Thus are situated some of the 
are unwilling to vote without official informa- petitioners, several of whom had transmitted 
tion, I have thought it most proper to propose the | their orders prior to the issuing of the President’s 
postponement, until such time as must give us | proclamation of November 2, 1810, but which 
such information. ` could not be executed and got ready for ship- 
Mr. President, before I sit down, it may not be | ment by the 2d of February, 1811, when the 
unworthy of remark, that the French burning | trade was closed. On this class of petitioners, 
squadron left France five days after the departure | the non-importation act, therefore, has a most 
of the frigate Constitution, at which time (the | unjust and complete ex post facto operation— 
5tb January) Mr. “Barlow was flattered with the | they are punished for the prosecution of their 
expectation that he would succeed in every ob- | lawful trade, and for not knowing what did not 
ject of his mission. a exist. The claim of this class of petitioners, then, 
Mr. Luoyp said, knowing as he did the dis- | is incontrovertible, and if the trade is to continue 
position of the Senate, he should probably not | interdicted, and a sacrifice is required to be made 
have troubled them with any remarks on this | for the public good, it is the duty of the nation 
oceasion, had he not, in compliance with official | and not the individual to sustain it. 
usage, and the instructions of committee, heen | It has been said, the merchants vught to have 
the organ of a report repugnant alike to his feel- | been aware of the state of the country—that the 
ings and opinions—hostile, as he believed, to the | Government gave them ample warning of the 
interest of the nation, and adverse to the petition- | crisis that was approaching, and they should 
ers, who-were a large body of his constituents— | have forborne theiradventures. On the contrary, 
his fellow-townsmen, many of whom he person- | sir, the Government, when it renewed the non- 
ally knew—who were equal in respectability to | importation act, left entirely open the export 
any class of citizens in the United States, and | trade—by so doing it sanctioned that trade, and 
who had a deep interest in the decision of the tacitly invited the merchants to engage in it. 
question—a question on which, in many cases | In what did this export trade consist? Princi- 
would depend the loss or preservation of the | pally in grain and flour shipped to the ports pous- 
fruits of many years of their industry, and the | sessed by the British in Portugal and Spain—to 
continuance of their occupations, and perhaps sub- | Lisbon and Cadiz. It was well known that 
sistepce, and which, if decided adversely, might | Spain and Portugal, as countries, were devasta- 
reduce some of them from ease and affluence to ted, and wholly exhausted. They were utterly 
penury and embarrassment. destitate of produce wherewith to make returns, 
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It was perfectly well understood that payments 
could alone be received by drafts on Kogland— 
for their specie could not be withdrawn from 
thence—the exportation of it is prohibited under 
very heavy penalties, perhaps capital ones—the 
only resource then which remained to realize the 
property, was by bills of exchange from Amcrica, 
and this channel has completely failed for the 
want of objects in which the purchasers could 
Invest the property so long as importations were 
prohibited. Thus, then, are the merchants totally 
barred from realizing their fuuds arising from a 
trade encouraged by their own Government, and 
the proceeds of which have entered in a country, 
where alone, from the nature of that trade, it 
could not but be deposited; and hence then it 
follows, that the importing and exporting mer- 
chants have both a well-founded claim on the 
aid of Government before war commences, for 
the acquisition of their property—indeed no man 
could rationally suppose the Government would 
commence a war with the exclusion of it. So 
far from it, that it has been a generally received 
opinion, if war were actually intended, the ports 
-of the United States would be first opened for 
importations; and if it be desirable on the part of 
the Government, as it seems to be its wish to 
impress on the people the probability or certainty 
of war, the doing this, attended with correspond- 


_ ing measures of preparation, would effect it much 


‘more readily than by any other step that could 
be taken. 

But it is said, the United States are pledged to 
France. Trite and tiresome as this topic has 
become, he must be allowed briefly to retrace it. 

By the act of May 1, 1810, it was provided 


‘that in case either Great Britain or France 


should, before the 3d of March, 1811, so revoke 
or modify her edicts as that they should cease to 
violate the neutral commerce of the United 
States, the President should declare the fact; and 
if the other nation did not in like manner revoke 
or modify her edicts within three months there- 


` after, the restrictions on the commerce of the 
‘nation so refusing should be revived. 


On the 5th August, 1810, the Duke of Cadore 
addressed a note to Mr. Armstrong stating that 
the decrees of France were revoked, and would 


` cease to operate on the Ist of November suc- 


ceeding. 

On the 2d of November the President issued 
his proclamation, declaring that the French de- 
‘crees were revoked, and importations from Great 


` Britain subsequently to the 2d of February, 1811, 


were of consequence prohibited. 

` Mr. Leoyw said, in this inquiry, although he 
considered the decision of the President as ex- 
tremely ill-judged and unfortunate, he should 
not avail of his station to offer a direct insult to 
the highest authority of the nation. He meant 
not to impugn his motives—possibly the Presi- 
dent imagined, that by confiding in the assurances 
of the French Government, perfidy might be 
rendered honest—that France might for once 
fulfil faithfully the engagements she had entered 
dato, and, this being done, that the British Orders 


in Council, professedly and expressly predicated 
upon the Berlin decree, would fall of course, and 
that we should thus happily get rid of a system, 
which had been a race of folly all round the 
compass, equally as it regards France, Great 
Britain, and the United States; a system in which 
these nations had become entangled by their 
passions—to which they pertinaciously adhered, 
probably in spite of conviction, to the injury of 
their subjects and citizens, and from which none 
of them has the manliness or magnanimity first 
to cut adrift. 

Ilas France, sir, fulfillet her engagement? 
For proof, let me only refer to the 3d article of 
the Milan decree, which enacts—“ That every. 
t ship of whatever nation, or whatsoever the nature 
‘of its cargo, which sails from or proceeds to the 
t ports of England, or those of its colonies, or of 
‘ countries occupied by English troops, shall be. 
“good and lawful prize, aud may be captured by 
‘the ships of war, or privateers of France.” Is 
our commerce to such ports now allowed? Have 
these. provisions of the decree ceased to be acted 
upon? It would be a libel upon the intelligence 
and vigilant attention of the Senate to cite in- 
stances of their continued and constant enforce- 
ment. On the importation of British manufac- 
tures our own laws have interdicted the possi- 
bility of their operation for the past twelve 
months—but captures of vessels coming from and 
going to Great Britain are notorious to every one, 
and the shelves of the Department.of State are, 
or might be, lumbered with proofs of the daily 
application of this article of the decree to Ameri- 
can vessels, which are captured, burnt, or scuttled 
from, and going to ports in Spain and Portuga 
in possession of the British; and lest we should 
not credit the accounts of our plundered, unship- 

ed, cast-off seamen, arriving destitute at home— 

est we should not credit the solemn depositions 
of the masters and mates of vessels that have 
been taken and destroyed—lest we should not 
credit the testimony of insurance companies who . 
have paid forty, fifty, or sixty thousand dollars 
on single losses of this description*—lest perver- 
sions or incredulity should not even credit all 
these witnesses—in order to fasten the outrage 

upon us, insult is added to injury—and the com- 

mander of the destroying squadron, scarcely a 
month since, under his own hands, certifies the 

facts, and tells you he does this, not, sir, for his 
own security, not to prevent information of his 

course being given to his enemies, but in conse- 

quence of express orders from the Minister of 
Marine and of Colonies, so late even as January 

last; and avows his instructions to be, to capture 

or destroy all vessels bound to or from Great 

Britain, or her dependencies, or countries in her 

possession. In other words, to carry into full 

effect the provisions of the Berlin decree. After 

this, who will pretend that the decrees have ceased 
to violate the neutral coramerce of the United 


*On the ship Telegraph alone, bound from New 
York to Lisbon, destroyed by two French frigates, the 
insurance office in that city paid sixty thousand dollars. 
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months after importations were admitted, or in 
three months after it was fully known, if war 
was also expected, it would replenish your coffers 
by placing ten millions of dollars inthe Treasury— 
it would strengthen your merchants, and might en- 
able them, by getting their property from abroad, 
to co-operate with the Government, and to ad- 
vance double the amount of the loan recently at- 
tempted to be raised, the result of which, as it 
regards individual subscriptions, has disappointed 
every political man in the nation, whatever may 
be his tenets. Indeed, if war he inevitable, no 
man in his senses can deny that it would be 
highly expedient—that it would be greatly for 
the interest of the United States if every guinea 
in the British exchequer, if every shilling’s worth 
of merchandise in her kingdom, were transported 
to this country even on credit. If this were the 
case, it would afford the means of commencing 
and continuing the war with better effect, and 
longer duration if needful, and would enlist in 
your favor a powerful body of men in that coun- 
try, who would constantly be advocating your 
cause, and urging the termination of war and 
the settlement of peace. Reverse the picture, 
and interdict the recovery of this property—you 
weaken yourselves—impoverish your merchants 
at the outset—alienate their affections from their 
own Government—insure their endeavors to force 
you into a speedy and perhaps almost dishonor- 
able peace ; and instead of securing the influence 
of the British merchants and manufacturers in 
your favor, and in favor of peace, you offer them 
a bribe, to encourage and protract the war, in 
order that they may hold the large amount of 
American property now in their hands, for their 
own use and on their own terms, with or without 
interést, during its continuance. 

Seeing, then, that no pledge, real, honorary, or 
imaginary, towards Franse, for a persistence in 
these restrictions, does or can exist—that the 
merchants of the United States have a just and 
equitable claim for a suspension of them, and 
that such suspension would in his opinion greatly 
benefit the interest of the country, he felt it his 
duty to move, whatever fate might await the 
motion,” That the memorial of the merchants of 
t Boston be again referred to a committee, with 
‘ instructions to bring in a bill for the relief of the 
t petitioners.” 

The question on postponement was now taken, 
and was determined in the affirmative—yeas 13, 
nays 6G, as follows: 

Yzss—Messrs, Bibb, Campbell of Tennessee, Con- 
dit, Crawford, Cutts, Gregg, Leib, Robinson, Smith of 
Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Turner, Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs. German, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, 
Lloyd, and Worthington. 


ameen A gg ctr a, 


Tuurspay, May 7. 


The bill to admit the entry of vessels of the 
United States on certain conditions having been 


ted by the 

The bill. entitled “An act to annex a part of 
West Florida to the Mississippi Territory,” was 
read a second time, and referred to a select com- 
mittee to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
CAMPBELL of Tennessee, Bayarn, and ‘Tait, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole. the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Ninian Pinkney. And on the question, Shall 
this bill be engrossed and read a third time ? it 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled, “An 
act for the relief of Thomas F. Reddick ;” and it 
was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion, the bill, entitled “An act to incor- 
porate the Trustees of the Washington College,” 
was referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs, Dana, Wortuinc- 
TON, and Brent, were appointed the committee. 


Frinay, May 8. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the [louse have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to amend an act, entitled 
‘An act to establish a quartermaster’s department, 


and for other purposes,” in which they request the 


concurrence of the Senate. 


The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 


the second reading. 

Mr. ANnpERSon, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled * An act for the bet- 
ter regulation of the ordnance,” reported it with 
an amendment, which was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and agreed to, and the Pre- 
sident reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read the third time as amended ? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative. 

Mr. ANpDERSon, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act making 
further provision for the Army of the United 
Slates,” reported it with an amendment. which 
was considered as in Committce of the Whole, 
and agreed to; and the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. Campze tu, of Tennessee, from the commit- 
tee to whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An 


«act to annex a partof West Florida to the Missis- 


sippi Territory,” reported it with an amendment, 
which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and agreed to; and the President reported: 
the bill to the [louse accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the afirm- 
ative. 

The bill for the relief of Ninian Pinkney hav- 
ing been reported by the Committee correctly 
engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. ANDERSON, Mr. Pore was 
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year 1812,” in the absence of Mr. Leir. 

~ Mr. Anpgrson, from the committee, reported 
the bill last mentioned, without further amend- 
ment. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the aftir- 
mative. 

Mr. Pore submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

Whereas, the conduct of the French Government, 


in failing to make compensation for the property of | 


the citizens of the United States, seized and confis- 
cated under the Rambouillet decree, in the year 1810, 
in excluding from France, by enormous discriminating 
duties, our tobacco and cotton, the principal articles of 
export in the southern and southwestern parts of the 
United States, contrary to our just expectations, au- 
thorized by the assurances of her Minister; besides 
granting licenses to carry on a trade from certain ports 


of the United States, so disrespectful to the feelings, | 


so derogatory to the sovereignty of an independent 
nation; and the recent and repeated aggressions of 
her public and private armed vessels on the lawful 
commerce of the United States; demand, from the 
impartiality, honor, and dignity of this Government, 
a disavowal of the arrangment made with her, which 
took effect on the 2d day of November, 1810, a meas- 
ure calculated to inspire general confidence and re- 
spect, aud to couvince every truc American that the 
object of his Government is, to unite the people ina 
manly American effort to resist foreign aggression: 
And whereas many of our citizens, under an expecta- 
tion, or, at least, a hope, of a change in our relations 
with Great Britain, have, in the course of trade, ac- 
quired property abroad not admissible by existing 
laws into the United States, the importation of which 
it is reasonable and expedient to permit; expedient, 
because it will not only prevent injuries and loss to 
many of our citizens, but aid our finances, cheapen the 
publie supplies until a sufficiency can be procured of 
home manufacture, and lessen the necessity of inter- 
nal taxes to carry on the war in which we may be en- 
gaged with Great Britain: therefore, 

Resolved, That the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes,” passed on the first day o 
May, 1810, except the section thereof; all the 
force and effect. of the President’s proclamation, issued 
in virtue thereof, on the day of , in the same 
year; and the act, entitled “An act supplementary to 
the act, entitled ‘An act concerning the- commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain and France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes,” passed on the second day of March, 1811, 
ought to be repealed, annulled, and set aside; and that 
a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for that 
purpose. 


Monpay, May 11. 

The bill, entitled “An act to amend an act, 
entitled ‘An act to establish a quartermaster’s 
department, and for other purposes,” was read the 
second time, and referred to a select committee. 


ey 
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and passed. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “ An act 
|I making further provision for the Army of the 
| United States,” having been reported by the com- 
| mittee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a 
third time as amended, and passed with an amend- 
meul. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
Jio aunex a part of West Florida to the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended; and. on motion, the 
title was amended so as to read as follows: “An 
| act to enlarge the boundaries of the Mississippi 
Territory.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the better regulation of the ordnance,” having 
been reported by the committee correcily en- 
grossed, the bill was read a third time as amend- 
ed; and, on motion, by Mr. Anpurson, was fur- 
ther amended by unanimous consent, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Mr. Greca, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to extend the 
right of suffrage in the Ilinois Territory,” re- 
ported it with an amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, presented the 
petition of sundry citizens of the said Territory, 
on the subject-matter of the said bill; which was 
read, and the further consideration of the subject 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Worruincton. from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act pro- 
viding for the government of the Territory of 
Louisiana,” reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Worruincron submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire, 
if any, what, further provision is necessary to compel 
the residence and attendance of Territorial judges in 
their respective Territories, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 


Torspay, May 12. 

Mr. Bayarp gaye notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to bring in a biil supplementary 
to an act, entitled “An act for the admission of 
the State of Louisiana into the Union, and to 
| extend the laws of the United States to the said 
State.” 

Mr. Grece presented the memorial of certain 
persons, subjects of the Crown of Portugal, and 
masters of Portuguese vessels, which arrived at 
the port of Philadelphia since the passage of the 
last embargo law, for the purpose of procuring 
cargoes of flour and other provisions, and praying 
to be permitted to return to the ports of their own 
country with such cargoes, 
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"On motion, by Mr. Greca, the memorial was | ment, the Pres 
referred to a select committee, to consist of five ; accordingly. _ no. f 
members, to consider and report thereon by bill; On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Greco, Anperson, |time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
Bayarp, CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, and TayLor,;mative. 3 
were appointed the committee. : Mr. Wortnincton, from the committee to 
On motion, by Mr. German, the memorial of , whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act to 
‘Charles Selden, and others, citizens of the State | ascertain and establish the western boundary of 
of New York, presented on the 22d April, was ‘the tract reserved for satisfying the military 
also referred to the committee last mentioned, to | bounties allowed to the cfficers and soldiers of 
-consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. | the Virginia line on continental establishment,” 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the ' reported it with amendments. s 
motion made yesterday, by Mr. Worrutncron,; The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
which was amended and agreed to, as follows: | Whole, the consideration of the biil, entitled “An 
` Resolved, That a committee be appointed to | act providing for the government of the Terri- 
inquire, if any, what, further provision is neces- | tory of Louisiana,” together with the amend- 
sary to compel the residence and attendance of ! ments reported thereto by the select committee; 
judges in their respective circuits, districts, and | and having agreed thereto, the President reported 
territories, with leave to report by bill or other- | the bill to the House accordingly; and the bill 
‘wise; and also into the propriety of prohibiting į was further amended; and, on motion, by Mr. 


ent reported the bill to the ITouse 


the judges from practising in the State courts. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Bavarp, WORTHING- 
TON, and CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, be the com- 
mittee, : 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a res- 
olution authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause a’ census to be taken of the popu- 
lation of the Mississippi Territory, in which res- 
olution they now request the concurrence. of the 
Senate, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 8th instant, by Mr. Pore, on 
the subject of commercial restrictions. 

On the question, Shall this resolution pass? it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 8, nays 15, 
as follows: 

Yzras—Mesers. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Pope, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell, of Ten- 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Gregg, 
Howell, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, and Varnum. 


Weonespay, May 13. 

The number of Senators present not being suf- 
ficient to constitute a quorum, on motion, that 
the Senate adjourn, it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 8, nays 5, as follows: ; 

Veas—Messrs. Bibb, Crawford, Gaillard, Gilman, 
Gregg, Robinson, Tait, and Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, German, Horsey, Taylor, 
and Worthington. 


Tuorspay, May 14. 

The resolution authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause a census to be taken 
of the population of the Mississippi Territory, 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to extend the right of suffrage in the Illinois 
Territory, and for other purposes,” together with 
the amendment reported thereto by the select 
committee; and, having agreed to the amend- 


| Tart, the further consideration thereof was post- 
: poned until to-morrow. 
; A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
i the bill, which originated in the Senate, entitled 
tAn act to incorporate a bank in the town of 
Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria,” with amendments, 
in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 
Mr. Worruincron, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act to 
| authorize the election of sheriffs in the Indiana 
! Territory, and for other purposes,” reported it 
| with amendments. 
! Mr. Bayarp asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An: 
{act for the admission of the State of Louisiana 
into the Union, and to extend the laws of the 
United States to the said State; and the bill was- 
read, and passed to the second reading, 

Mr. Pops, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
i John N. Stout,” reported it without amendment; 

and the bill was ordered to a third reading. © > 
Mr. Brent, from the committee appointed to 
consider: the subject, reported a bill authoriziny 
an increase of the capital stock of the Bank of 
Washington ; and the bill was read, and passed 
j to the second reading. 
i he Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
{ments of the House of Representatives to the 
bill, entitled “An act to incorporate a bank in the 
town of Alexandria, by the name and style of 
the Mechanics’ Bank of Aiexandria,” and con- 
curred therein. ; 


Faipay, May 15. 


The amendment to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to extend the right of suffrage in the Illinois 
Territory, and for other purposes,” having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
the bill was read a third time as amended, and 
passed. 

Mr. Bayaxp, from the committee appointed to 
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A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to ascertain and designate certain bounda- 
ties.” with an amendment; in which they re- 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
last mentioned ; and concurred therein. 

The bill authorizing an increase of the capital 
stock of the Bank of Washington, was read the 
second time, 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 
N. Stout,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An 
act for the admission of the State of Louisiana 
into the Union, and to-extend the laws of the 
United States’ to the said State,” was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 
affirmative. 

The bill last mentioned having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, it was read 
a third time by unanimous consent, and passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “ An act providing for the govern- 
ment of the Territory of Louisiana,” as amended; 
and the bill was further amended. ; 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative, : 


Mownpay, May 18. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
agt to ascertain and establish the western bound- 

«Aty of the tract reserved for satisfying the mili- 
tary bounties allowed to the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line on continental establish- 
ment,” together with. the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee, which were 
agreed to; and the bill having been further 
amended, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

The bill respecting the judges of the United 
States was read the second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Thomas 
and William Streshly,” with an amendment, in 
which they request the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. They have also passed a bill, entitled “An 


act for the relief of Anna Young, heiress and 
representative of Col. John Durkee, deceased,” 
in which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. > 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading. : 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act for the relicf of Thomas and 
William Streshly,” and concurred therein. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
election of sheriffs in the Indiana Territory, and 
for other purposes,” together with the amend- 
ments reported by the select committee; and 
having agreed thereto, in part, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

The resolution authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause a census to be taken of 
the popùlation of the Mississippi Territory was 
resumed. > 

Ordered, 'T'hat it pass to the third reading. 

Mr. Grece presented sundry petitions, signed 
by a large number of persons residing in the 
county of Philadelphia, and State of Pennsyl- 
vania, deprecatıng the horrors of war, and pray- 
ing the united efforts of Congress and the Presi- 
dent of the United States for the continuation of 
the blessings of peace. 

Mr. WorTHINGTON gave notice that to-mor- 
row he should ask leave to bring in.a bill making 
further provision for the sale of the reserved sec- 
tions of land in the State of Ohio, and to dis- 
tribute certain copies of the land laws. 


—— 


Tcespay, May 19. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Anna Young, heiress and representative of Col- 
onel John Durkee, deceased,” was read the sec- 
ond time, and referred to a select committee, to 
consider and report thereon; and Messrs. Goon- 
RICH, Greaa, and Tait, were appointed the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. WortTuinaTon asked and obtained leave 
to bring in a bill making further provision for the 
sale of the reserved sections of land in the State 
of Ohio, and to distribute certain copies of the 
land laws; and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to discharge from imprison- 
ment the persons therein mentioned, reported it 
without amendment. 

The resolution authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause a census to be taken 
of the population of the Mississippi Territory, 
was read a third time. 

On motion, by Mr. WortTutnaron, it was re- 
ferred to a select committee. to consider and re- 
port thereon ; and Messrs. Taytor, WORTHING- 
‘ron, and Bayagp, were appointed the committee. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
providing for the government of the Territory of 
Louisiana,” having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a 
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third time as amended, and was further amended 
by unanimous consent. 


the Virginia line on continental establishment,” f the bill be postponed to the first Monday in De- 
having been reported by the committee correctly cember next; and on the question to agree to the 
engrossed, the further consideration thereof was | report, it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 7 
postponed until Thursday next. 16, nays 5, as follows: | 
Mr. ANDERSON, from the committee to whom Yxas—Mesars. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to amend | of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Gaillard, Goodrich, 
an act, entitled ‘An aet to establish a quarter- Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
master’s department, and for other purposes,” re- | num, and Worthington. f } 
ported it.amended. |_Nays—Mesars. Dana, German, Leib, Reed, and 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | Smith of New York. ; 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled“An! The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
act to authorize the election of sheriffs in the In- Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to amend an 
diana Territory, and for other purposes.” act, entitled ‘An act to establish aquartermaster’s | 
> On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the further con- department, and for other purposes,” together | 
sideration thereof was postponed until Thursday | with the amendment reported by the select com- | 
next. mittee; and, having agreed thereto, the President j 

‘The consideration of the bill respecting the reported the bill to the House accordingly. j 
judges of the United States was resumed; and,| On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
on the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and | time as amended? it was determined in the af- i 
read. a third time? it was determined in the af- | firmative. 
firmative. i ; The amendment to the bill last mentioned 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
1 i engrossed, it was read a third time by unanimo us 
. Tavurspay, May 21. consent, and passed. 

The bill making further provision for ihe -sale The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
of the reserved sections of land in the State of ment of the House of Representatives to the 
Ohio, and to distribute certain copies of the land | amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
laws, was read the second time. “An act providing for the government of the 

The bill respecting the judges of the United Territory of Louisiana; and concurred therein. 
States having been reported by the committee! The consideration of the bill, entitled “An act , 
correctly engrossed, was read a third time, andj to authorize the election of sheriffs in the Indi- | 
passed, - ; , ana Territory, and for other purposes,” was re- : 

The bill, entitled “An act to ascertain and es- sumed; and, on the question, Shall this.bill be ; 
tablish the western ape of the tragt re-j read a third time,as amended ? it was determined ` 
served for satisfying the mi itary bounties al-| in the affirmative. 
lowed to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia] = The bill authorizing- an increase of the capital 
line on continental establishment,” was read a stock of the Bank of Washington was resumed; 
third time as amended, and passed with amend- | and the further consideration thereof was post- 
ments. . ; , poned until Monday next. 

- A message from the House of Representatives 

informed the Senate that the House concur in the MEES 

amendments of the Senate to the biil, entitled . Fripay, May 22. 
“An act providing for the government of the} The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
Territory of Louisiana,” with an amendment, in| to-authorize the election of sheriffs in the Indiana 
which they request the concurrence of the Sen- Territory, and. for other purposes,” having been 
ate. They have passed a bill, entitled “An act reported by the committee correetly engrossed, 
making further provision for settling the claims | the bill was read a third time as amended, nea ak 
to land in the Territory of Louisiana ;” also,a} On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was Pr 
bill, entitled * An act making an appropriation | determined in the negative. 
for the purpose of discharging all the outstanding} The bill, entitled “An act making further pro- : k 
claims for the construction and repair of the| vision for settling the claims to land in the Ter- | Ñ 
Capitol and the President’s house, for the com- ritory of Louisiana,” was read the second time, : 
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pensation of the late surveyor of the public build- and referred to a select committee, to consider _ 
ings, and for furniture for the different apart- | and report thereon ; and Messrs. Varnum, Wor- ; 
ments of the Capitol, and for other purposes ;” in | THINGTON, and BRENT, were appointed the com- N 


which bills they request the concurrence of the | mittec. fel 
Senate, The bill, entitled “An act making an appro- fer 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and | priation for the purpose of discharging all the - pa 
passed. to the second reading. outstanding claims for the construction and repair ` be 
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of the Capitol and the President’s house, for the 
compensation of the late surveyor of the public 
buildings, and for furniture for the different apart- 
ments of the Capitol, and for other purposes,” 
was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. TAYLOR, Dana,and REED, wereappointed 
the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill making further provision for the 
sale of the reserved. sections of land in the State 
of Ohio, and to distribute certain copies of the 
land laws; and the further consideration thereof 
was postponed until Monday next. ; 

Mr. Varnum gave notice that, on Monday next, 
he should ask leave to bring in a bill supplemen- 
tary to an act, entitled “An act more effectually 
to provide for the organization of the militia of 
the District of Columbia.” 


Monpay, May 25. 


Mr. Varnoum asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill supplementary to an aet, entitled “An 
act more effectually to provide for the organiza- 
tion of the militia of the District of Columbia ;” 
and the bill was twice read by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. VaRNUM, 
Smitu of Maryland, and ANDERSON, were ap- 
pointed the committee. . 

“The consideration of the bill making further 

rovision for the sale of the reserved. sections of 
and in the State of Ohio, and to distribute cer- 
tain copies of the land laws, was resumed. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read the third time? it-was determined in 
the affirmative, 


Tuespay, May 26, 

The PresipenT communicated the resolutions 
of the citizens of the first Congressional District 
of Pennsylvania, approbating the measures of 
Government in the preparations for war with 
Great Britain, and particularly the conduct of | 
their Representatives in Congress; which were 
read, 

On motion by Mr. Smuru, of Maryland, the act 
supplementary to the act, entitled “An act pro- 
viding for a Naval Peace Establishment, and for 
other purposes,” was referred to a select commit- 
tee, who shall be empowered to report, by bill or 
otherwise, such amendments as may be deemed 
necessary thereto; and Messrs. Smrru of Maryland. 
GOODRICH; ANDERSON, GaAILLaRD, and GREGG, | 
were appointed the committee. 

The bill authorizing an increase of the capital 
stock of the Bank of Washington was resumed ; 
and the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned until Monday next. 

The bill making further provision for the sale 
of the reserved sections of land in the State of 
Ohio, and to distribute certain copies of the land 


The following Message was received from the 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States: 

I communicate to Congress, for their information, 
copies and extracts from the correspondence of the Sec- 
retary of State and the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States at Paris. These documents will place 
before Congress the actual posture of our relations 
with France. JAMES MADISON. 

Max 26, 1812. 

The Message and documents therein referred 
to were read, and twelve hundred copies thereof 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act conferring certain powers 
on the Levy Court for the county of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia ;” in which bill they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland; submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
report to the Senate the number of men ordered to be 
supplied by each State for the purpose of completing 
their respective quotas under the act of the present ses- 
sion, entitled ‘An act to authorize a detachment from 
the militia of the United States.” 


Mr. German gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill to revive and 
continue in force, for a limited time, an act, enti- 
tled “An act further to provide for the refugees 
from the British provinces of Canada and Nova 
Scotia, and for other purposes ;” passed February 
24th, 1810. 


Wennespay, May 27, 


Mr. German asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to revive and continue in force, for a 
limited time, an act, entitled “ An act further to 
provide for the refugees from the British pro- 
vinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other 
purposes,” passed the 24th of February, 1810; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday respecting the quotas of 
militia of the United States, and agreed thereto. 

The bill, entitled “ An act conferring certain 
powers on the Levy Court for the county of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia,” was 
read the second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of William 
Garrard ;” also, a bill, entitled “ An act to extend 
the time for exporting, with the privilege of 
drawback, goods, wares, and merchandise, enti- 
ted thereto by law;” in which bills they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 


laws, having been reported by the committee cor- | passed to the second reading. 


reetly engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
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Tuourspay, May 28. The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
The Prestprnr communicated the report of | amendment of the House of aie ctl a 
the Secretary of the Navy, made in obedience to | the bill, ce i a nablish aI io tae 
the provision of the fourth scetion of the act, | act, entitle D aet S0 ES a M 
entitled “An act establishing Navy hospitals,” | Department, to be near a ppan men 
passed the 26th of February, 1811; and the re-| Of War,” and on motion, by Mr. Greca, the fur- 
port was read ther consideration of the bill and amendment was 
ill to revi i i il Monday next. 

The bill to revive and continue in force, for a | Postpoved until ? f 

limited time, an act, entitled “ An aek firher to| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
8 . . X 

provide for the refugees from the British pro- report phe pommiiiies ae pA a! 
vinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other | Landais. ereupon, 1t was i ` 
purposes,? passed the 24th of February, 1810, claim of Peter Landais ought not to be granted. 


i 2 ; PARRA oi ge 
was read the second time, and referred toa select} The bill, entitled “ An act eee the 
committee, to consider and report thereon ; and President of the United States to lease, for a term 


s i tions of ground 
essrs. Graman, Goopricn, and Greco, were | of years, one of the public reserva 
appoinid the committee. ý in the City of Washington,” was read the second 
he bill, entitled “ An act to extend the time | time. __ ; È bhian 
for exporting, with privilege of drawback, goods, The bill, entitled “An pet S amend oa ibs 
wares, and merchandise, entitled thereto by law,” within pe mirisi of Columbia,” was read the 
was read the second time, and considered as in | second time. ; 
Committee of the Whole ; and no amendments | , The bill, entitled “ An act to extend the time 
having been offered, it was ordered to the third | for exporting, with privilege of drawback, goods, 
reading. wares, and merchandise, entitled aiurea by law, 
On motion, by Mr. T'ayuor, the further con- | Was read a third time, and passed. i 
sideration of the bill, entiled “An act conferring | The pill ee eget reread Lhe sapu 
certain powers on the Levy Court for the county | Stock of the Bank o a, E r Mary] $ Othe 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia,” | and, on motion, by Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, the 
was postponed until Monday next. further consideration thereof was postponed until 
A message from the House of Representatives | Thursday next, , 
informed the Senate that the House have passed | . A message from the House of Representatives 
a bill, eatided “An act for the more perfect or- | informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
anization of the infantry of the Army of the | the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
nited States ;” a bill, entitled “ An act author. | “An act concerning the ua Ea e the 
izing the President of the United States to lease, | county of Washington, in a aa of Co ae 
fora term of years, one of the public reservations | bia; they also disagree tot e amendments to the 
of ground in the City of Washington ;” also, a | dill, entitled “An act to ascertain and establish 
bill, entitled “An act to amend the laws within | the western boundary of the tract reserved for 
the District of Columbia ;” in which bills they | satisfying the military bounties allowed to the 
Tequest the concurrence of the Senate. officers and soldiers of the Virginia line.on con- 


The three bills last mentioned were read, and | tinental establishment.” They have passed a bill, 
passed to the second reading. entitled ‘ Anact supplemental to an act, entitled 
The bill, entitled “ Anact for the more perfect | ‘An act for dividing the Indiana Territory into 
organization of the infantry of the Army of the |W separate governments,” in which bill they 
United States,” was, by unanimous consent, read | Tequest the concurrence of the Senate. 
the second time, and referred to a select commit-} _ The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
tee, to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs, | the second reading. 


Smita, of Maryland, Anverson, and Varnum,| Mr. Pore, from the committee to whom was 
were appointed the committee. referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 


Mr. Surra, of New York, from the committee | William Garrard,” reported it without amend- 
to whom the memorials of Peter Landais were ment; and it was ordered to a third reading. 
referred, made a report; which was read. The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 

, ments to the bill, entitled “An act concerning the 
Levy Court of the county of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia,” disagreed to by the House 
of Representatives; and the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until Wednesday next. 


aaa aaa aaamooo 


Monpay, June 1. 


The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of War, on the 
‘number of men required by each State under the| The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
act, entitled “ An act to authorize a detachment ! ments to the bill, entitled “An act to ascertain and 
from the militia of the United States ;”-made in| establish the western boundary of the traet re- 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 27th served for satisfying the military bounties allowed 
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ments. 

Mr. Varnum, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill supplementary to an act, en- 
tilled “An act more effectually to provide fur the 
organization of the militia of the District of Co- 
lumbia,” reported it amended. 

A confidential Message was received from the 
President of the United States; and, on motion, 
the galleries were cleared and the doors of the 
Senate Chamber were closed. 


Tuespay, June 2. 


The bill, entitled “An act supplemental to an 
act, entitled ‘An act for dividing the Indiana Ter- 
ritory into two separate governments,” was read 
the second time. 

‘The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act conferring certain powers on the Levy Court 
of the county of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia ;” and on motion, by Mr. BAYARD, it 
was referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. BAYARD, BRENT, 
and Dana, were appointed the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Wortutneron., the bill, en- 
titled “An act to amend the laws within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, was referred to the committee 
last mentioned, to consider and report thereon. 

On motion, by Mr. Resp, the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to lease, for a term of years, one of the public res- 
ervations of ground in the City of Washington,” 
was referred to the committee to whum was re- 
ferred, on the 13th April, the bill, which origina- 
ted in the Senate, on the subject, to consider and 
report thereon, : 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill supplementary 
to an act, entitled “An act more effectually to pro- 
vide for the organization of the militia of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” together with the amendments 
reported thereto by the select committee; and 
having agreed to the amendments, the President 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 


Weonespay, June 3. 


_ Mr. Smita, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the “Act supplementary to 
the act, entitled ‘An act providing fora Naval Peace 
Establishment, and for other purposes,” reported 
that, the session drawing to a close, it was not 
expedient at this time to consider the subject. 
Whereupon, the committee were discharged from 
the further consideration thereof. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
_ amendments to the bill, entitled “An act concern- 
ing the Levy Court of the county of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia,” disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives. And on motion they 
were referred to the committee to whom was refer- 


red, yesterday, the bill entitled “An act conterriag 
certain powers on the Levy Court of the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia,” to 
consider and report thereon. ; 

The bili, entitled “An act supplemental to an 
act, entitled ‘An act for dividing the Indiana Ter- 
ritory into two separate governments,” was re- 
sumed, and ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the bill supplementary to 
an act, entitled “Aa act more effectually to pro- 
vide for the organization of the militia of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.” 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and 
read a third time as amended ? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Garrard,” was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Varnum, from the committee to whom. 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act making 
further provision for settling the claims to land in 
the Territory of Louisiana,” reported it amended. 

Mr. Greaga, from the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial: of James Wilkinson, re- 
ported a statement of his account with the Uni- 
ted States. 

The Presipentcommunicated theresolutions of 
the citizens and inhabitants of Richmond, Man- 
chester, and their vicinities, on the subject of our 
relations with Great Britain and France; which 
were read. 


Tuurspay, June 4. 


The bill authorizing an increase of the capital 
stock of the Bank of Washington was resumed; 
and on motion, by Mr. Samira of Maryland, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed to the 
first Monday in October next. 

The bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An 
act more effectually to provide for the organiza- 
tion of the militia of the District of Columbia,” 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, on motion, by Mr. Brent, that it be re- 
committed for further amendment, it was deter- 
mined in the negative; and the bill was read 
third time, and passed. l 

The bill, entitled “ An act supplemental to an 
act, entitled ‘An act for dividing the Indiana 
Territory into two separate governments,” was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act making further 
provision for settling the claims to land in the 
Territory of Louisiana,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committec ; 
and, having agreed to the amendments, the Presi- 
dent reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. Horsey, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
cutting and makiug a canal from the river Poto- 
mac around the west end of the dam or causeway 
from Mason’s Island, and for other purposes,” re- 
ported it amended. 
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Rhode Island Resolutions. 


Frinay, June 5. 
The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 


Mr. Smrrn, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
for the more perfect organization of the infantry 
of the Army of the United States, reported it 
with amendments. 

Mr. German, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill to revive and continue in force, 
fora limited time, an act, entitled “An act to 
provide for the refugees from the British pro- 
vinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other 
purposes,” passed the 24th of February, 1810, re- 
ported it with amendments. 

Mr. Brent presented the memorial of William 
Gamble, praying compensation for services ren- 
dered the United States.—Referred to the Secre- 
tary for the Department of Treasury, to consider 
and report thereon. 


‘The following Message was received from the 

PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES: 
To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies 
of a correspondence of the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Great Britain, with the Secretary of Stato. 

JAMES MADISON, 

June 4, 1812, 

The Message and copies therein referred to 
were read, and referred to thecommittee appointed 
thé first instant on the confidential Message of 
the President of the United States of that date. 


Monpay, June 8. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act authorizing the cutting and making a canal 
from the river Potomac, around the west end of 
the dam or causeway from Mason’s Island, and 
for other purposes,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee; 
and, having agreed to the amendments, the Pres- 
ident reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read the third 
time us amended? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipenr or tue Uniten Srares: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 
I lay, before Congress, copies of letters which have 


passed between the Secretary of State and the Envoy | 


Tusspay, June 9. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
authorizing the cutting and making a canal from 
the river Potomac, around the west end of the 
dam or causeway from Mason’s Island, and for 
other purposes,” were reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the more perfect 
organization of the infantry of the Army of the 
United States,” was resumed, and having been 
further amended, on the question, Shall this bill 
be read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined. in the affirmative. 

Mr. Reep presented sundry resolutions, signed 
Richard Ridgely, chairman, the result of a meet- 
ing of a number of citizens of Ann Arundel coun- 
ty, in the State of Maryland, recommending the 
adoption of such measures as may place our coun- 
try In a state of maritime defence, and procure a 
redress of wrongs from the belligerent nations; 
and the resolutions were read, and ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they insist on their dis- 
agreement to the amendments to the bill, entitled 
“An act to ascertain and establish the western 
boundary of the tract reserved for satisfying the 
military bounties allowed to the officers and sol- 
diers of the Virginia line on continental estab- 
lishment,” insisted on by the Senate; they ask 
a conference on the subject, and have appointed 
managers on their part. They have passed a 
resolution requesting the State of Georgia to 
assent to the formation of two States of the Mis- 
sissippi Territory,” in which they ask the con- 
currence of the Senate. They have ‘passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Colonel 
Jonathan Williams ;” a bill, entitled “An act for 
the rélief of Lieutenant Colonel William D. 
Beall;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Clement B. Penrose ;” a bill, entitled “An act au- 
thorizing the discharge of William Peck from his 
imprisonment ;” a bill, entitled “An act confirm- 
ing claims to lands in the Mississippi Territory, 
founded on warrants of survey granted by the 
Spanish Government ;” also, a bill, entitled “An 


act authorizing the remission of forfeited recog- 


nisances within the District of Columbia ;” in 
which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

RHODE ISLAND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. HunTER presented the resolutions of the 


Extraordinary and Minister. Plenipotentiary of Great | Legislature of the State of Rhode Island and Pro- 


Britain, JAMES MADISON, 


Junz 8, 1812. 
The Message and copies were read. 


vidence Plantations, instructing their Senators 


and Representatives in Congress, to use their en- 


deavors to avert the evils of war, to put our mari- 
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time frontier in a state of defence, and for the re- 
peal of the embargo and restrictive system; and 
the resolutions were read. They are as follows: 


STATE oF Ruope ISLAND AND 
PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, 


In General Assembly, May, 1812. 


Whereas, from the aspect of our foreign relations, 
and more especially from the character of the measures 
adopted, and proposed to be adopted, by Congress, 
during their present session, it is seriously to be appre- 
hended that our country will soon be plunged into a 
ruinous war, unless a. clear expression of the public 
opinion shall correct the dangerous and erroneous im- 
pression, which appears to have been made on the 
General Government, that the people are desirous of 


-war, and do approve of the measures calculated to 


produce it; and, whereas, it is both the right and duty 
of the people, either immediately or by their Repre- 
sentatives, upon occasions so important, and in times 


-so alarming as the present, to express their sentiments 


upon public affairs, and also the privilege of rulers to 
be informed of those sentiments : 

Resolved, That, for ourselves individually, and as 
Representatives of the freemen of this State, we depre- 


‘eate at all times, and especially at a time when the 


pecuniary resources of the country have been exhaust- 
ed and cut off, both by the depredations and seques- 
trations of foreign Powers, and by our own ruinous 
commercial restrictions; when, by the raising of a 
large military force, for the purpose of territorial con- 
quests, great expenses will be incurred, and heavy bur- 
dens imposed, while, from the very limited appropria- 
tions made for the protection of commerce and the 
defence of our seaports, the former will be exposed to 
certain capture, and the latter to invasion and pillage, 


‘thereby leaving the burdens to be borne almost entirely 


by the agricultural interest. > ; 

Resolved, That, from the extent of our commerce, 
the immediate and important interest which the whole 
community have in its encouragement, and the entire 
dependence of many of our citizens for support upon 
the employment it affords, the legislative restrictions 
upon trade operate with peculiar severity upon this 


‘State; that, from our inability to sustain the increas- 
‘ing burdens of war, destitute of public funds and of 


public lands, and depending, in time of peace, upon 
direct taxes for the support of our State government, 
the proposed land tax and internal taxes of the United 
States will be éxceedingly oppressive upon our citi- 
zens; and that the accessible situation and defenceless 
siste of our harbors and seaports, and their superior 
eligibility, as a naval resort, for the cruisers of an enc- 
my, rendering them exposed to invasion and liable to 
capture, will cause war, under such circumstances, to 
be- ruinous to many of our towns, and eminently inju- 
rious to the whole State. 

Resolued, That, when the unequalled privations, 
sufferings, and exertions, of the citizens of this State 
during the Revolutionary war, are considered, it can- 
not be doubted that, whenever the country shall neces- 
sarily be involved in war, they will again exhibit the 
same patience, fortitude, and patriotism. 

Resolved, That the Senators from this State, in Con- 
gress, be instructed, and the Representatives requested, 
to use their utmost endeavors to cause the legislative 
restrictions on our commerce to be removed; to pre- 
vent the passing of the proposed laws for imposing di- 
rect taxes ; and also to oppose all measures which may 


be brought forward tending to involve the country in 
war. 

Resolved, That, if these desirable objects cannot be 
obtained, and war shall appear to be unavoidable, our 
Senators and Representatives be instructed to repre- 
sent to Congress, and to the Executive, the exposed 
and defenceless situation of this State, the want of 
arms for our militia, and the importance of our harbors 
and seaports to the United States; and to urge upon 
Government the propriety, necessity, and practicabil- 
ity, of their defence, and to solicit and claim from them 
adequate and timely means of defence and security 
against those imminent dangers and perils to which 
we are to be unwillingly exposed. 

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be 
requested to transmit copies of the preceding resolu- 
tions to the Senators and Representatives from this 
State in the Congress of the United States. 


NEW YORK MEMORIAL. 


Mr. Sirs, of New York, presented the follow- 
ing petition of sundry inhabitants, merchants, and 
others, of the city of New York, praying that the 
embargo and non-importation laws be continued 
as a substitute for war against Great Britain: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, the memorial of the subscribers, merchants, 
and others, inhabitants of the city of New York, 
respectfully showeth: . 
That your memorialists feel, in common with the 

rest of their fellow citizens, an anxious solicitude for the 

honor and interest of their country, and an equal de- 
termination to assert and maintain them. 

That your memorialists believe that a continuation 
of the restrictive measures now in operation will pro- 
duce all the benefits while it prevents the calamities of 
war. That when the British Ministry become con- 
vinced that a trade with the United States cannot be 
renewed, but by the repeal of the Orders in Council, 
the distress of their merchants and manufacturers, é&c. 
their inability to support their armies in Spain and 
Portugal, will probably compel them to that measure. 

Your memorialists beg leave to remark, that such 
effects are even now visible; and it may be reasonably 
hoped tha} a continuance of the embargo and non-im- 
portation laws a few months beyond the fourth day of 
July next, will effect a complete and bloodless triumph 
of our rights. 

Your memorialists therefore respectfully solicit of 
your honorable body the passage of a law continuing 
the embargo and giving to the President of the United 
States power to discontinue the whole of the restric- 
tive system on the rescinding of the British Orders in 
Council. 

The conduct of France in burning our ships, in se- 
questrating our property entering her ports, expecting 
protection in consequence of the promised repeal of 
the Berlin and Milan decrees, and the delay in com- 
pleting a treaty with the American Minister, has ex- 
cited great sensation, and we hope and trust will call 
forth from your honorable body such retaliatory mea- 
sures as may be best calculated to procure justice. 

John Jacob Astor Abraham Smith 
Samuel Adams Thomas H. Smith jr. 
Howland & Grinnell Andrew Foster 

E. Slosson Jacob Barker 

Israel Gibbs William Lovett 
Tsaac Clason William Edgar jr, 
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Samuel Stillwell 
Jacob P. Giraud 
John Hone 
John Kane 
Amasa Jackson 
William J. Robinson 
Joseph Strong 
Abraham S. Hallet 
Joshua Jones 
Frederick Giraud, jr. 
Robert Roberts 
John Crookes 
Hugh McCormick 
John Depeyster 
Gilbert Haight 
James Lovett 
Leffert Lefferts 
Augustus Wynkoop 
John W. Gale 
Thomas Rich 

George. Bement Samuel Marshall 

S. A. Rich Elbert Herring. 

After the memorial had been read, 

Mr. Tay or said, that the respectability of the 
subscribers to a petition presented to this body, 
and the importance of the matter therein con- 
tained, had, on various occasions, been used as in- 
ducements to us to give such petition a respectful 
disposition in the course of our proceedings. He 
recollected a case in point. It was the case of the 
petition of an eminent merchant of Massachu- 
setts, presented by an honorable Senator from that 
State, and which at the suggestion of that honor- 
able gentleman was, by the Senate, ordered to be 
printed. He was of opinion that the petition just 
read ought not to be treated with Jess attention. 
That he had seen the petition,and had inquired into 
the character of its subscribers—and had been in- 
formed that the tifty-eight signers to it were among 
the most respectable, wealthy, and intelligent mer- 
chants of the city of New York. There are to 
be found in that list the names of two presidents 
of banks; three presidents of insurance compa- 
nies; thirteen directors of banks; besides other 
names of pre-eminent standing in the mercantile 
world. They had all united in the sentiments 
contained in the petition, notwithstanding that 
there existed among them a difference in political 
opinions—for he understood that of the petition- 
ers forty-two were federal and sixteen republican. 
Mr. T. added, that he considered some of the sen- 
timents contained in the petition as of the high- 
est importance. He hailed it as an auspicious oc- 
currence, that these honorable merchants, in pray- 
ing that the evils of war might be averted from 
them and from the nation, had nevertheless held 
fast to the principle of resistance to the aggres- 
sions and unhallowed conduct of Great Britain 
towards our nation—and had exercised the can- 
dor and firmness to bear testimony to the efficien- 
cy of the restrictive system for obtaining a re- 
dress of our wrongs, and of course to the integri- 
ty and honor of those who had imposed this sys- 
tem for that purpose. He hoped that the exam- 
ple of these petitioners would tend to counteract 
those strenuous and unremitting exertions of pas- 
sion, prejudice, and party feeling, which had at- 


John Slidell 
John K. Townsend 
Andrew Ogden & Co. 
Thomas Storm 

Amos Butler 
Ebenezer Burrill 
Isaac Heyer 

Ralph Bulkley 
Samuel Bell 

John F. Delaplaine 
Peter Stagg ` 
David Taylor 
William Adee 

John T. Lawrence 
Joseph W. Totten 
Isaac Schermerhorn 
Alexander Ruden 
Joseph Otis 

Lewis Hartman 
Garret Storm 
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dering an urgent argument, to be felt hy each 
city, village and hamlet in England, This touch- 
ing to the quick the vital interests of that empire, 
: would demonstrate to the people at least the folly 


and absurdity of the Orders in Council. The 
ordeal of the twenty weeks of scarcity, which the 
| people of that unhappy country are undergoing, 
to relieve which, but for the madness and folly 
of their rulers, every yard of American canvass 
! would be spread to the gales: The thousands of 
starving manufacturers thrown out of employ 
for want of our custom, which custom, but for the 
injustice of their masters, we were willing to 
give, now feel the efficiency of the restrictive 
system. These matter-of-fact arguments want no 
sophistry nor long speeches to give them weight. 
But Great Britain is proud, and will never yield 
to this sort of pressure. Hunger has no iaw. 
Where was her pride during the last year when 
she exported ‘to her enemy on the Continent more 
than eleven millions of pounds sterling for pro- 
visions; and meanly truckling to her enemy, con- 
sented to buy the privilege of laying out her guin- 
eas for bread; and actually submitted on the com- 
pulsion of Napoleon to buy the wines, brandies, 
and silks of France, which she did not want! 
This restrictive system, when commenced under 
the former embargo law, encountered every oppo- 
sition among ourselves, which selfish avarice, 
which passion and party rage could suggest; and 
so successful were its assailants that while it was 
operatiug with its fullest effects, (which the prices 


curreat of that day will show,)some of its greatest 


champions in the National Legislature abandoned 
it—yes, sir, in the tide of victory they threw down 
their arms. How were the mighty fallen, and 
the shield of the mighty vilely cast away! The 
disavowal of Erskine’s arrangement was the con- 
sequence of this retreat. But it may be said that 
the sentiments in their petition were extorted by 
the apprehension of a greater evil—war. In all 
our trials, those who had not predetermined to 
submit to Great Britain must have anticipated 
this alternative. Let those who by theiracrimony, 
sneers, and scoffs, have thrown away this chief de- 
fence of our nation, be held responsible for the 
compulsion they have imposed on us to take this 
dire alternative. He said that although he was 
unwilling to abate a single pang which we might 
legally inflict upon our enemy, and might at the 
proper time oppose anything like the swap propo- 
posed of one system for another, when we had the 
power and the right to impose upon our enemy 
both the one and the other, he nevertheless thought 
the petition was deserving of the attention which 
he now moved it should receive. He moved that 
the petition should be printed. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate then 
adjourned. 


a tt I a a lier eee —— as 


` second time. 


ernment,” was read the second time, and referred 


257 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


June, 1812. 


Proceedings 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act | committee to consider and report thereon; and 
for the more perfect organization of the infantry é ; 
of the Army of the United States,” having been | 2ppoiated the committee. T? 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, | The. bill, entitled “An act authorizing the re- 
the bill was read the third time, as amended, and, | Mission of forfeited recognisances within the Dis- 
on motion, the title was amended, so as to read | trict of Columbia,” was read the second time. 
as follows: “An act for the more perfect organi- The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
zation of the Army of the United States.” amendment of the House of Representatives to 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. | the bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
_ The Presipent communicated the report of | ct: entitled ‘An act to establish an Executive 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the petition of Department, to be denominate i the Department 
William Gamble, made in obedience to a resolu- | 9f War. _ ; 
tion of the Senate of the 5th instant; and the} O0 motion, by Mr. Lers, the bill and amend- 
report was read. ment were postponed to the first Monday in Oc- 

Mr. GalLLarp presented the petition of Joseph |'ber next.  — E 
Willington Page, of Charleston, in the State of | , The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the cut- 
South Carolina, merchant, praying to be exoner- | “ing and making a canal from the river Potomac 


‘ated from a judgment obtained against him by around the west end of the dam or causeway 


the United States, as surety in a custom-house | from Mason’s island, and for other purposes,” was 
bond, for a certain: Barnard Laffon, for reasons | "ead a third time as amended, and passed with 


therein stated; and the petition was read. amendments. í : ; 
The six bills and the resolution brought up| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


yesterday from the House of Representatives for resolution reported by the committee on the me- 
concurrence were read, and severally passed to morial of General James Wilkinson, which is as 
the second reading. follows: l 

On motion, the Senate took into consideration | _ Resolved, That the proper accounting officer of the 


the resolution of the House of Representatives, Department of War be directed, in the settlement of 


General Wilkinson’s account, to place to his credit the 


requesting a conference on the disagreeing votes : ; 
q re + y. sum of four thousand and thirty-six dollars seventy- 


of the two Houses on the bill, entitled “An act 
to ascertain and establish the western boundary | S°ven cents. f 

of the tract reserved for satisfying the military | And the resolation was agreed to, and recom- 
bounties allowed to the officers and soldiers of the | mitted to the original committee, with instruc- 
Virginia line on Continental establishment; and, | tion to bring in a bill accordingly. 

having agreed thereto, Messrs, WORTHINGTON, The Senate resumed, asin Committee of the 


Gies, and. Gaeae, were appointed managers on | Whole, the consideration of the bill to revive 
the part of the Senate. and continue in force, fora limited time, an act, 


| entitled “An act to provide for the refugees from 
the British provinces of Canada. and Nova Sco- 


: HURSD 1. . : ; 
The bill he PR apir : lief of Li tia, and for other purposes,” together with the 
he bul, entitled ‘An act for the rehet ot Lieu- | amendments reported thereto by the select com- 


tenant Colonel William D. Beall,” was read the | mittee; and, having agreed to the amendments, 
the Presipent reported the bill to the House 

accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 

and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 

mined in the affirmative. 


~ The bill, entitled “An act confirming claims to 
lands in the Mississippi Territory, founded on 
warrants of survey granted by the Spanish Gov- 


to a select committee to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. Greca, Tarr, and WORTHING- 
TON, were appointed the committee. | 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Col- 
onel Jonathan Williams,” was read the second 
time, and referred toa select committee to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. GREGG, 
German, and Dana, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Cle- 
ment B. Penrose.” was read the second time, and 
referred to the committee last mentioned, to con- 
sider, and report thereon. 

The resolution requesting the State of Georgia 
to assent to the formation of two States of the 
Mississippi Territory was read the second time, 
and ordered to the third reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the dis- 
charge of William Peck from his imprisonment,” 

12th Con. Ist Suss.—9 


Fripay, June 12. 

Mr. Gattiarp presented sundry resolutions, 
signed by John Geddes, chairman, adopted at a 
numerous meeting of the citizens of Cnarleston, 
in the State of South Carolina, approbatory of 
the measures of the General Government for the 
maintenance of the national honor and the pres- 
ervation of its digaity and independence; and’ 
the resolutions were read, and ordered to be priat- 
ed for the use of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committec of the 
Whole, the cousideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the remission of forfeited recog- 
nisanees within the District of Columbia.” 
Ordered, That it pass tu a third reading. 

Mr. Gites presented a memorial, signed by a 
great number of the inhabitants of the city of 
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Richmond and town of Manchester, deprecating 
the calamities of war, but expressing their opinion 
that, if peace cannot be procured with honor, and 
war is inevitable, it ought .to -be declared, not 
against Great Britain only, but against Great 
Britain and France ; and the memorial was read. 

The. bill to revive and continue in force, for a 
limited time, an act, entitled “An act further to 
provide for the refugees from the British pro- 
vinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other 
purposes,” passed the 24th day of February, 1810, 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution requesting the State of Georgia 
to assent to the formation of two States of the 
Mississippi Territory, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

On motion, by Mr. Ruep, the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Lieutenant Colonel William 
D. Beall,” was referred to a select committee, to 
consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. REED, 
Lampert, and GERMAN, were appointed the 
committee. . 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unrrep STATES: 

To the Senate and House a 
Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies 
of letters which have passed between the Secretary of 
State and the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 


ipotentiary of Great Britain. 
JAMES MADISON. 


Joys 11, 1812. 


The Message and copies therein mentioned 
were read. 


MASSACHUSETTS MEMORIAL. 


- Mr. Luoyp presented a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of Massachusetts, passed June 
2d, instant,-expressing their opinion “that an of- 
fensive war against Great Britain, under the 
present circumstances of this country, would be 
in the, highest degree, impolitic, unnecessary, and. 
ruinous ;” also, a memorial of the said House of 
Representatives, passed by a majority of one hun- 
dred and sixty-six, on the same subject; and the 
resolution and memorial were read, and ordered 
to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
They are as follows: 


Commoxweavtn or MASSACHUSETTS : 


In Tan Hotse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
June 2, 1812. 

Resolved, As the opinion of this House, that an of- 
fensive war against Great Britain, under the present 
circumstances of this country, would be in the highest 
degree impolitic, unnecessary, and ruinous; that the 
great body of the people of this Commonwealth are 
decidedly opposed to this measure, which they do not 
believe.to be demanded by the honor or interests of the 
nation; and that a committee be appointed to prepare 
a respectful petition to be presented to Congress, pray- 
ing them to arrest a calamity so greatly to be depre- 
cated, and, by the removal of commercial restrictions, 
to restore, so far as depends on them, tho benefits of 
trade and navigation, which are indispensable to the 
prosperity and comfort of the people of this Common- 


wealth. TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speaker. 


To the honorable the Senate and the House of Represent- 
atives of the United States in Congress assembled : 
The Representatives of the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts heg leave respect fully to siale + 


That, presuming the respectful expression of the 
public sentiment, from any portion of the Union, might 
be acceptable to Congress in the present critical state 
of public affairs, they trust that a communication to 
your honorable body of the opinions and feelings of the 
people of this Commonwealth, upon the momentous 
subject of a British war, will not be construed into a 
disposition to interfere with the functions of the Na- 
tional Government. 


It is with deep regret, and with such emotions as 
the love of country should inspire, that we perceive the 
entire failure of the negotiations instituted by the Na- 
tional Government, with a view to obtain from the 
belligerent nations respect for our neutral rights, and 
a revocation of edicts which operate so injuriously 
upon our lawful commerce. 

In the present unprecedented posture of Europe, we 
are firmly convinced that an immense majority of our 
constituents cannot be reconciled to the belief that an 
offensive war with Great Britain is demanded by the 
interest or honor of our country. 

We presume not to enter upon a comparison of the 
injuries sustained by our commerce from the respect- 
ive nations at war, nor to arraign the conduct which 
Government has seen fit to adopt, in order to obtain 
redress. It would be foreign to our present purpose 
to enlarge upon the duplicity and prevarication exhib- 
ited by France in all her negotiations, which aggra- 
vate her numerous outrages, or to discuss the motives 
alleged by Great Britain in defence of a system of re- 
taliation which bears with a severe pressure upon neu- 
tral rights. It is sufficient that every consideration 
arising from good policy, and from the duty of a na- 
tion to itself, forbids us to plunge into a war which 
desolates the European world, and from which it 
seems to have been the design of Almighty Providence 


to exempt us, if true to ourselves, by placing us remote ` 


from the theatre of their contentions. 


An offensive war. against any nation can be justified 
only by the reasonable motive of obtaining reparation 
for past injuries, or security against future dangers and 
aggressions. When such, therefore, is the local situ- 
ation and. relations of a country, that the hope of ef- 
fecting either of these objects is precluded by an over- 
ruling necessity,its honor is not stained by yielding to 
circumstances which it cannot control; nor is the re- 
luctance of its citizens to expose themselves in such 
case to the certain dangers and calamities of war, a re- 
proach upon their want of sensibility to injury, their 
courage, or patriotism. a 

A war with Great Britain would furnish temptations 
to her Government to sequester the millions belonging 
to our citizens deposited in that country, and an oppor- 
tunity to her navy and cruisers to sweep the ocean of 
the remains of our once flourishing commerce. 

The conquest of Canada, the only point in which 
she is assailable, would aflurd no indemnification, if 
achieved, for the losses to which we should be exposed 
upon our unprotected seaboard, and upon the ocean. 
Destitute as we are of a navy, and the means of imme- 
diate maritime defence, we cannot perceive in what 
mode a war with this nation, so powerful on the ocean, 
can promise the attainment of its avowed object—the 
revocation of the Orders in Council. The Emperor 
of France having lately republished the decrees of Ber- 
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impressed with a belief that a war, once begun, must 
be continued during the present European conflict, 
and perhaps abandoned, after years of disaster, incident 
to all wars, without accomplishing the object for which 
it was undertaken. : 

We forbear to present to the consideration of your 
honorable body a detail of those multiplied evils which 
we anticipate in such a conflict, lest their magnitude 
and variety might be considered as calculated to de- 
press the just confidence of the people in the national 
spirit and resources, and to encourage the persever- 
ance of foreign nations in pretensions hostile to our 
tights. We cannot, however, but hope that Govern- 
ment, having tried for years a system of restrictions 
which has proved ineffectual in respect to foreign na- 
tions, and ruinous to ourselves, will once more restore 
us to our commercial pursuits, and, without abandon- 
ing just claims of reparation, will enable us to aid in 
those preparations which, in some more auspicious pe- 
riod, may afford capacity of vindicating such claims 
with a probability of success. And we can, upon this 
most solemn occasion, appeal to the Searcher of Hearts, 


that, in this application to your honorable body, we are 
_ iafluenced by no party considerations, no spirit of dis- 
` affection, no disposition to embarrass the proceedings, 


or reproach the motives of any of the Departments of 
Government. Neither do the people of Massachusetts, 
unmindful of the example of their ancestors, take coun- 
sel from fear. But in this last and respectful effort in 
behalf of their commercial rights, and to induce the 
National Government to pause and rescue their coun- 
try from war, they-are impelled by dictates of self-pres- 
ervation, by their attachment to the Union, by a per- 
suasion of the invincible and growing opposition of the 
people to these measures, and by duty to themselves, 
to posterity, and to God. i f 
TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speaker. 
In var Huuss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
June 5, 1812. 

Ordered, ‘Chat the foregoing memorial be signed by 
the Speaker of the House, and, together with the re- 
solve upon which it is founded, be forthwith transmit- 
ted to the Congress of the United States, and that the 
Senators and the Representatives of this Common- 
wealth in Congress be requested to use their utmost 


exertions to carry the object thereof into effect. 
Attest : BENJAMIN POLLARD, Clerk. 


Saturpay, June 13. 


Mr. Grece, from the committee to whom the 
subject was recom mitted for the purpose, reported 
a bill for the relict of James Wilkinson ; and the 
bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Greca, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Clement B. Penrose,” reported it without amend- 
ment; and,on his motion, the bill was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole; and, no amend- 
ment having been proposed, it was ordered to a 
third reading. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, from the committee 
appointed on the subject, reported a bill supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘An act to authorize 


passed, 

The Presipenr signed the enrolled bill last 
reported to have beea examined, and it was de- 
livered to the committee, to be laid before. the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. Saurra, of Maryland, presented a memorial, 
signed by Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, and a 
large number of others, inhabitants of Ann Arun- 
del country, in the State of Maryland, deprecating 
the declaration of war with Great Britain, and 
stating their reasons at large against the measure 5 
and the memorial was read. 


Monnay, June 15. 

Mr. Hunter, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act authorizing the 
discharge of William Peck from his imprison- 
ment,” reported it without amendment. ` 

Mr. Resp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Lieutenant William D. Beall,” reported it with- 
out amendment. ce A 

The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson was 
read the second time. 

Mr. Tarr presented sundry resolutions, signed 
W. B. Bullock, chairman, adopted on the third 
instant, at a meeting of the citizens of Savannah 
and its vicinity, on the subject of our relations 
with Great Britain aud France, and approbatory 
of the measures of the Gencral Government for 
the maintenance of our national rights. 

Mr. Varnum presented the petition of Charles 
W. Goldsborough and others, praying a charter 
of incorporation to a company for the establish- 
ment of a bank in the City of Washington; and 
the petition was.read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise ; and Messrs. Varnum, GREGG, and 
Taytor, were appointed the committee. f 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act for the more perfect organization of the 
infantry of the Army of the United States ;” they 
ask a conference on the subject-matter thereof, 
and have appointed managers on their part. The 
House of Representatives have passed a bill, en- 
titled “An act confirming grants to land in the 
Mississippi Territory, derived from the British 
Government of West Florida, not subsequently 
regranted by the Government of Spain or of the 
United States ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to ‘An act authorizing the President 
of the United States to raise certain companies 
of rangers for the protection of the frontier of the 
United States ;? in which bills they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
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To the Senate and House of ; 
Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies of 

letters which have passed between the Secretary of 

State and the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 


ipotentiary of Great Britain. 
JAMES MADISON. 

June 15, 1812. ine 

The Message and copies therein mentioned 
were read. 

The bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An 
act to authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States,” was-read the second time. 


Tuespay, June 16. 


Mr. Greco, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act confirming 
claims to lands in the Mississippi Territory, found- 
ed on warrants of survey granted by the Spanish 
Government,” reported it with amendments. 
< Mr. Bayarp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to amend the 
laws within the District of Columbia,” reported 
it with amendments. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the same committee, re- 
ported the bill, entitled “An act conferring cer- 
tain powers on the Levy Court for the county of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia,” with 
amendments, 

The two bills brought up yesterday from the 
House of Representatives for concurrence were 
read, and severally passed to the second reading. 

The Senate took into consideration the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives requesting 
a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill, entitled “ An act for the more 
perfect organization of the infantry of the Army 
of the United States ;” and, having agreed there- 
to, Messrs. Smeru, of Maryland, ANDERSON, and 
Varnom, were appointed the managers on the 
part of the Senate. . : 

Mr. Resrn, froh the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to Jease, for aterm 
of years. one of the publie reservations of ground 
in the City of Washington,” reported it without 
amendment. ; 

On motion of Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to the 
first Monday in October next. 

Mr. Rezen, from the same committee, reported 
the bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to lease, for a term of years, any part of 
the reservations of public ground in the City of 
Washington, without amendment. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Lieutenant Colonel William 
D. Beall; and, nu amendment having been pro- 
posed, it was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill, entided “An act for the relief of 
Clement B. Penrose,” was read a third time, and 
passed. - 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF rue UNITED States: 


To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States: f 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies 
of a letter to the Secretary of State from the Chargé 
des Affaires of the United States at London, accompa- 
nied by a letter from the latter to the British Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. JAMES MADISON. 

Jone 16, 1812. 

The Message and documents therein mentioned 
were read. 


Wepnespay, June 17. 

The bill, entitled “ An act confirming grants to. 
lands in the Mississippi Territory, derived from 
the British Government of West Florida, not sub- 
sequently regranted by the Government of Spain 
or of the United States,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. GREGG, 
Worrtuineron, and Tart, were appointed the 
committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 
‘An act authorizing the President of the United 
States to raise certain companies of rangers for 
the protection of tue frontier of the United States,” 
was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. ANDERSON, German, and Rerp, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the President of the United States to lease, for a 
term of years, any part of the reservations of the 
public ground in the City of Washington; and, 
the bill having been amended, the President re- 
ported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time, as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House bhaye passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to’ authorize the issuing 
of Treasury notes;” in which they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 


‘Zz 


Tuurspay, June 18. 


The bill yesterday brought up from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to lease, for a term of years, any part of 
the reservations of public ground in the City of 
Washington, having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time ; 
aod, on motion by Mr. Brent. recommitted to 
Messrs. REED, Brent, and Gitman, further to 
consider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act conferring certain powers on the levy Court 
for the county of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia,” together with the amendments re- 
ported thereto by the select committee; and, hav- 
Ing agreed to the amendments, the President re- 
ported the bill to the House accordingly. 
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On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill. entitled “© An 
act to amend the laws within the District of Co- 
lumbia,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and, having 
agreed to the amendments, the President reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 


` Lieutenant Colonel William D. Beali,” was read 
a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill supplemen- 
tary to the act, entitled “ An act to authorize a 
detachment from the militia of the United States,” 
passed April 10, 1812. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the bill was re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 


port thereon; and Messrs. BAYARD, Sarru, of 


Maryland, and WORTHINGTON, were appointed 
the committee. 

The injunction of secrecy thereon having been 
removed, on motion, by Mr. Axversow, twelve 
hundred copics of the confidential Message of the 
President of the United States of the first of June 
instant, was ordered to be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 


Certain confidential proceedings of the Senate, 
since first’ June, are as follow, 


secrecy having been removed : 
Monpay, June 1, 1812. 

A confidential Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Uniten States, as follows: 
{For this Message, see the Supplemental Jour- 
nal of the Proceedings of the House of Repre- 
sentatives under the date of June 1, 1812, post.] 

The Message and documents therein referred 
to were read, and referred to a select committee, 
to consist of seven members, to consider and re- 
port thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
‘Anperson, Smrra, of Maryland, Lers, Came- 
BRL, of Tennessee, Hower, Luoyn, and Tay- 
LOR, were appointed the committee. 


Weonespay, June 3. 
On motion by Mr. Bavaro, the confidential 


Message of the President of the United States, of 


the Ist instant, was ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate, under an injunction of secrecy. 


Faipay, June 5. 


A confidential message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Messrs. Macon and 


Fineiey, two of their members—Mr. Macon, | 


chairman: 
Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill, entitled “ Anact declaring war 


the injunction of 


between Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their Territories; in which 
they ask the concurrence of the Senate; and re- 
quest that the bill be considered confidentially. 


An act declaring war between Great Britain and her 
dependencies, and the United States and their Ter- 
ritories. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That war be and the sume is hereby declared 
to exist between Great Britain and her dependencies, 
and the United States aud their Territories; and that 
the President of the United States is hereby authorized 
to use the whole land and naval force of the United 
States to carry the same into effect; and to issue to 
private armed vessels of the United States commissions 
or letters of marque and general reprisal, in such form 
as he shall think proper, and under the seal of the Uni- 
ted States, against the vessels, goods, and effects, of the 
Government of Great Britain, of its subjects, and of alf 
persons inhabiting within any of its territories or pos- 
sessions. i 

On motion, the bill was twice read by unani- 
mous consent; and, on motion by Mr. Lure, it 
was referred to the committee appointed the Ist 
instant on the confidential Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States of the same date, to 
consider and report thereon. 


_—_— 


Monpay, June 8. 


Mr. Anverson, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act declaring 
war between Great Britain and her dependencies, 
and the United States and their Territories,” re- 
ported the bill with amendments. 

The committee also reported sundry communi- 
cations, confidentially made to them, from the 
Treasury and War Departments on the subject. 

On motion by Mr. Lioyn, 

Ordered, That the Secretary furnish cupies of 
the said communications to such Senators as may 
require them. 


Turspay, June 9. 


On motion by Mr. Anverson, the bill, entitled 
“ An act declaring war between Great Britain and 
her dependencies, and the United States and their 
Territories,” was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. Mr. Gatuuarp was requested to take 
the Chair; and, after debate, a motion was made 
by Mr. Gree, that the bill be recommitted, for 
further amendment, to the committee who have 
under consideration the Message of the President 
of the United States of the 1st June. And, after 
debate, the President resumed the Chair, and the 
Senate adjourned. 


Wepnesnay, June 10. 


Mr. GALLLARD was requested to take the Chair. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act declaring war 
between Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their Territories.” 

Mr. Grece, by permission, amended his motion 
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war between Great Britain and her dependencies, and | 
the United States and their Territories,” be recommit- 

ted to the committee to whom was committed the Mes- 

sage of the President, of the 1st instant, with instruc- 

tions to modify and amend the same, in such manner 

that the President of the United States shall have power 

to authorize the public armed ships and vessels of the 

United States to make reprisals upon the public and! 
private ships and vessels, goods, and merchandise, be- 
longing to the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof; and 
also to grant letters of marque and reprisal, under suit- 
able regulatiuns, to be provided in the bill, to private 
armed ships and vessels to make like reprisals. 


On motion by Mr. Smitu, of Maryland, | 


the motion be amended, so as that the bill be re- 
committed to a new committee, it was determined 
in the negative. And after debate, the President $ 
resumed the Chair, and the Senate adjourned. 


Tuurspay, June 11. 


Mr, GarLiaxp was requested to take the Chair. 

On motion by Mr. ANDERSON, the bill from the 
House of Representatives, entitled “An act de- 
claring war between Great Britain and her depen- 
dencies, and the United States and their Territo- 
ries,’ was resumed, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, together with the motion 
yesterday submitted by Mr. Greca; and, on the 
question to agree to the motion, it was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 13, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, Giles, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of New York, and 
Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of T'en- 
nessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Pope, 
Smith of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnun. 

Whereupon, Mr. Crawrorp resumed the Chair; 
and, on motion by Mr. A nperson, it was ordered 
that the committee to whom this bill is recom- 
mitted have leave to sit immediately. 


Frinay, June 12. 


Mr. Loyo submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

“That the President of the United States be requested | 
to cause to be laid before the Senate, confidentially, or | 
otherwise, as he may deem expedient, all the informa- | 
tion in the Department of State, not heretofore com- 
municated, having relation to the conduct of Great 
Britain and France towards the United States.” 


Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 


REPRISALS ON BRITISH COMMERCE. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the committee to whom 
was recommitted the bill, entitled “ An act de- 
claring war between Great Britain and her depen- 
dencies, and the United States and their Territo- 
ries,” with instructions to modify and amend the 


“ After the word that, in the third line of the bill, 
strike out the residue of the bill, and insert the follow- 
ing amendment: 

“The President of the United States shall be and 

he is hereby authorized, from and after the day of 
next ensuing, to cause reprisals to be made upon 
the public and private ships and vessels, goods, and 
merchandise, belonging to the Crown of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or to the sub- 
jects thereof, which may be found on the high seas, or 
elsewhere, after the said day of next, except- 
ing such ships, vessels, or property, as now are, or may, 
before the said day of next, be within the 
ports and harbors, or under the control, of the United 
States, and all ships, vessels, or property, within the 
jurisdiction of any Power with whom the United States 
are not engaged in war ; and, for the purposes aforesaid, 
to instruct the commanders of the public armed vessels 
which are or which shall be employed in the service of 
the United States, to subdue, seize, and take, any armed 
or other British vessel belonging to the said United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or to the sub- 
jects thereof, which shall be found within the jurisdic- 
tional limits of the United States, or elsewhere, on the 
high seas as aforesaid. And such captured vessel, with 
her apparel, guns, and appurtenances, and the goods 
or effects which shall be found on board the same, being 
British property, shall be brought within some port of 
the United States, and shall be duly proceeded against 
and condemned as forfeited, and shall accrue and be 
distributed as by law is or shall be provided, respecting 
the captures which shall be made by the public armed 
vessels of the United States. 
“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to grant, to the owners of private armed 
ships and vessels of the United States, who shall make 
application therefor, commissions in the form which he 
shall direct, under the seal of the United States; and 
such private armed vessels, when duly commissioned 
as aforesaid, shall have the same license and authority 
for subduing, seizing, and capturing any armed or other 
British vessels belonging to the Crown of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland, or to the sub- 
jects thereof, and for the recapturing of the vessels, 
goods, and effects, of the people of the United States, 
as the public armed vessels of the United States by 
law have, and shall be in like manner subject to 
such instructions as shall be ordered by the President 
of the United States, in conformity with the established 
law of nations, and the treaties and laws of the United 
States, for the regulation of their conduct; and the 
commissions which shall be granted as aforesaid shall be 
revocable at the pleasure of the President of the United 
States 

“Src. 3, And be it further enacted, That every per- 
son intending to set forth and employ an armed vessel, 


land applying for the commission as aforesaid, shall pro- 
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duce, in writing, the name, and suitable description of 
the tonnage and force, of the vessel, and the name of 
residence of each owner concerned therein, the number 
of the crew, and the name of the commander and the 
two officers next in rank appointed for such vessel ; 
which writing shall be signed by the person or persons 
making such application, and filed with the Secretary 
of State, or shall be delivered to any other officer or 
person who shall be employed to deliver out such con- 
missions, to be by him transmitted to the Secretary of 
State. 

“Seed. And be it further enacted, That, before 
any commission as aforesaid shall be issued, the owner 
or owners of the ship or vessel for which the same 
shall be requested, aud the commander thereof for the 
time being, shall give bond to the United States, with 
at least two responsible sureties, not interested in such 
vessel, in the penal sum of thousand dollars; or, 
if such vessel be provided with more than one hundred 
and fifty men, then in the penal sum of thousand 
dollars, with condition that the owners, and officers, 
and crew, who shall be employed on board of such 
commissioned vessels, shall and will observe the trea- 
ties and laws of the United States, and the instructions 
which shall be given them as aforesail for the regula- 
tion of their conduct, and will satisfy all damages and 
injuries which shall he done or committed contrary to 
the tenor thereof by such vessel, during her commis- 
sion, and to deliver up the same when revoked by the 
President of the United States. 


“Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all public 
and private ships and vessels, goods, and merchandise, 
belonging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Treland, or to the subjects thereof, 
together with their apparel, guns, and appurtenances, 
which shall be found on board the same, being British 
property, and which shall be captured by any private 
armed vessel or vessels of the United States, duly com- 
missioned as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, and shall ac- 
crue to the owners thereof and the officers and crews 
by whom such capture shall be made, and, on due con- 
demnation had, shall be distributed according to any 
agreement which shall be between them, or, in failure 
of such agreement, then by the discretion of the court 
before whom such condemnation shall be. 


“Se. 6. And beit further enacted, That all vessels, 
goods, and effects, the property of any citizen of the 
United States, or person resident therein, which shall 
be recaptured as aforcsaid, shall be restored to the law- 
ful owners upon payment by thein respectively of a 
just and reasonable salvage, to be determined by the 
mutual agreement of the parties concerned, or by the 
decree of any court of the United States having mari- 
time jurisdiction, according to the nature of each case ; 
provided, that such allowance shall not be less than 
one-eighth, or exceeding one-half, of the full value of 
such recapture, without any deduction ; and such sal- 
vage shall be distributed to and among the owners, of- 
ficers, and crews, of the private armed vessel or vessels 
entitled thereto, according to any agreement which 
shall be between them, or, in case of no agreement, 
then by the decree of the court who shall determine 
upon such salvage. 

“Sue. T. And be it further enacted, That, before 

*breaking bulk of any vessel which shall be capturcd as 
aforesaid, or other disposal or conversion thereof, or of 
any articles which shall be found on board the same, 
such capture shall be brought into seme port of the 
United States, and shall be libelled and proceeded 


against before the district court of the same district ; 
and, after a due course of procecding, such capture 
shall be decreed as forfeited in the district court, or in 
the circuit court of the same district in the case of any 
appcal duly allowed, the same shall be delivered to the 
owners and captors concerned therein, or shall be pub- 
licly sold by the marshal of the same court, as shall be 
finally decreed and ordered by the court. And the 
same court, who shall have final jurisdiction of any 
libel or complaint of any capture as aforesaid, shall and 
may decree restitution in whole or part, when the cap- 
ture and restraint shall have been made without just 
cause as aforcasaid; and if made without probable 
cause, or otherwise unreasonably, may order and decree 
damages and costs to the party injured, and for which 
the owners, officers, and crews, of the private armed 
vessel or vessels by which such unjust capture shall 
have been made, and, also, such vessel or vessels shall 
be answerable and liable. 

“See. 8. And be it further enacted, That all Brit- 
ish subjects and others, who shall be found acting on 
hoard of any British vessel which shall be captured, or 
on board of any vessel of the United States which 
shall be recaptured as aforesaid, shall be reported to 
the collector of the port in which they shall first arrive, 
and shall be delivered to the custody of the marshal 
or some civil or military officer of the United States, 
or of any State, in or near such port, who shall receive 
and take into custody the said subjects or persons for 
their safe-keeping and support, at the expense of the 
Tnited States.” 

Amend the title, after the word “act,” strike out the 
rest of the title, and insert “ authorizing reprisals against 
the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and the subjects thereof.” 


And the report was read. Whereupon, Mr. 
GAILLARD was requested to take the Chair; and 
the bill and amendments were considered as in 
Committee of the Whole; and, on motion, by 
Mr. Porr, to amend the report, by iaserting, af- 
ter the word “thereof” in the tenth line of the 
first section, the words “and, also, upon the pub- 
lic and private ships and vessels, goods. and mer- 
chandisc, belonging to'the Crown of France or 
to the subjects thercof:” it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 15, nays 17. as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich. Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, and Worth- 
ington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Gregg, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of New York, 
Tait, Taylor, ‘Furner, and Varnum. 

On the question to strike out, as reported by 
the committee, for the purpose of inserting the 
amendments, the yeas were 16. and the nays 16. 

On motion, by Mr. Lets. the yeas and nays 
having been required by one-fifth of the Senators 
present, those who voted in the affirmative, arc: 

Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, 
Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of New York, and Worth- 
ington. 

Those who voted in the negative, are: 

Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of Ten- 
negsee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, 
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Pope, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, Tur- | culiar interest in the event of this question; and 
ner, and Varnum. iT also feel the weight of the interest which the 
So the Senate being equally divided, the ques- | nation at large has at stake, in the event of the 
tion was lost, and the original bill was resumed. | passage of this bill. I therefore consider it a duty 
On motion, to agree to the first report of the | owe my constituents, to usc every reasonable 
‘select committee, and strike out of the original | cxertion in my power to prevent the object of that 
bill, line 9, the words “and all persons inhabiting | bill, until the country is better prepared to carry 
within its. territories or possessions :” it was de- | it into effect. i a1 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 11,as; As I presume the war. if declared, is intended 
follows: to be an offensive one, J will, toestablish the pro- 
Yzas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Condit, Dana, ; Priety of my motion, take a general view of the 
“German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, ; SHtuauon of this country ; of its means to carry on 
Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, | Offensive operations, as well as to defend itself, 
Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of New York, Varnum, ; and of the situation and relative strength also of 
and Worthington. | the country we are required to make war upon. - 

Narxs—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Campbell, of Tennes-! Iam ready to allow, Mr. President, that both 
see, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Robinson, ! Great Britain and France have given us abund- 
Tait, Taylor, and Turner, jant cause for war; on this occasion, therefore, I 

- On motion, it was also agreed to insert the | shall dispense with using any argument whieh 
word “and,” in the ninth line, after the word ; might serve to show, that if we were even in a 
“ Britain.” v | state of preparation, and possessed the means of 
insuring a favorable issue, it would be bad policy 
for this country, at the present time, to enter into 
į war with Great Britain, although perhaps many 
| weighty reasons might be addnced in support of 
such argument. 

{ will first call the attention of the Senate to 
the ability and strength of the nation we are 
about, by this bill, to declare war against. Gen- 
tlemen ought to recollect, that Great Britain has 
been almost constantly engaged in war for twenty: 
years past against one of the most powerful na- 
tions that ever existed ; and for a considerable 
part of that time, the energies of her enemy have 
been directed by war’s favorite genius—Napo- 
{ LEON, who has succeeded in uniting nearly the 
DECLARATION OF WAR. | whole force of the Continent of Europe against 

Mr. GatLiarp was requested to take the Chair; | her: against that very nation which we are about 
and, on motion, by Mr. Anvenson, the consider- | to assail ; and what has been the effect? Is Great 
ation of the bill, entitled “ An act declaring war ; Britain less powerful now, than she was twenty. 
between Great Britain and her dependencies, and | years ago? No, sir, this constant warfare has in- 
the United States and their Territories,” was re- | creased her powers instead of diminishing them. 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole; and bav- | At the commencement of the war, France was 
ing agreed to sundry amendments, the President | nearly her equal on the ocean, and several other 
resumed the Chair; and Mr. GAILLARD reported | nations of Europe maintained a powerful naval 
the bill with amendments, which were considered | force. But what is their situation at present ? 
in Senate aud agreed to as follows: | Has not Great Britain driven them all from the 
` Third line. after the word “between,” strike | ocean? And does she not remain sole mistress ? 
out to the end of the line, and insert, “the Uni- | I ask, gentlemen, if her ability to carry on a dis- 
ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and | tant war by land or sea, has diminished? The 


Saturday, June 13. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion submitted yesterday by Mr. Luoyp; and, 
on the question to agree thereto, it was deter-’ 
mined in the negative—yeas 14, nays 17, as- 
follows: . foe 

Yuas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
men, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, 
Lloyd, Reed, and Smith, of Maryland. 

Naxys—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Compbell 
of Tennessec, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Howell, Robinson, Smith, of New York, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 


the dependencies thereof.” answer must be that it has increased with her na- 
Line 4, afier the word “ States,” where it first j vy, and extended with her dominion. Great Brit- 
occurs, insert, “of America.” ain now commands the strength and resources of 


Line 9, after the word “Britain,” strike out to ; most of the West India islands, and many of the 
the end of the bill, and insert, “the said United | islands in the Indian Ocean. She controls the 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the | destinies of more than thirty millions of people 
subjects thereof.” on the Continent of Asia. And she has, at this 

A motion was made by Mr. German, to post- į time, or will have, if we engagein a war with 
pone the further consideration of the bill to the | her, the exclusive benefit of the trade of the world ; 
first Monday in November next. ! and under these circumstances possesses the abil- 
_ Mr. German addressed the Chair as follows: | ity to carry on a war in distant countries across 

Mr. President: I made the motion to postpone | the ocean, beyond any nation ever heard of, 
the consideration of the bill now before us, from | These considerations, Mr. President, lead me to 
a conviction that it will be extremely injurious to | the view of our situation and means of defence, 
the country to pass it at this time. I feel, sir, that į and of our ability to carry immediate war into the 
the State I have the honor to represent has a pe- | colonies of Upper and Lower Canada. I wilt first 


273 


Jone, 1812. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS.. 


Hostilities with 


274 


SENATE” 


Great Britain. 


consider the situation of our maritime frontier, be- 
ginning at New Orleans, and examine the situa- 
tion of that place: We learn from the War Office 
that there is litlle rising of one hundred regular 
troops stationed near the city for its defence. Now 
I will ask any gentleman if that paltry force is 
sufficient for that object; and if it will not be in 
the power of the British to take possession of that 
city within sixty days after your declaration of 
war against them ? If gentlemen calculate on the 
goodness and forbearance of the enemy, I think 
they will be deceived. Great Britain is a wily, 
active nation. She has been trained to war. She 
will not measure her steps and movements by 
ours; if we are not prepared to defend our seaports, 
she will not wait until we are; and should she 
get possession of New Orleans, it will cost much 
blood and treasure to dislodge her. Passing north- 
erly along our coast, let us see what is the situa- 
tion of our most valuable cities. Charleston and 
Norfolk, as well as many other places of less con- 
sequence, are found. exposed to marine attacks. 
And when we reach the city of New York (the 
nation’s great emporium of trade) do we, on view- 
ing its situation, and strength of the public works 
for its defence, find it-in a perfect state of securi- 
ty ? No, sir, unless the greatest part of your frig- 
ates are stationed there, to aid your fortifications 
and gunboats, it will fall a prey to the enemy. 
It can be assailed by a sinall fleet, with every pros- 
pect of success. The only resistance they would 
meet with would be in passing the fortifications 
on Staten Island, and perhaps a few shots from 
Bedlow’s and Hilis’s Islands. They might soon 
place themselves abreast the works at the upper 
end of the city, the weakest:of them all. And I 
have no doubt two seventy-fours might silence 
this work in twenty or thirty minutes. They 
would then meet with no other resistance than 
from travelling gues on the shore and from the 
docks, The result would probably be, that the 
city would be set on fire, or a contribution extort- 
ed from its inbabitants. I will now pass on to 
Rhode Island. Does the prospect of security there 
flatter us? No, sir. I am told by competent judges 
that nothing short of a force of from three to five 
thousand men can defend that island. Boston, it 
is said, can be defended, and is, perhaps, the only 
secure place of considerable consequence on the 
seaboard. In viewing the situation along the pro- 
vinee.of Maine, and our northern frontier up the 
river St. Lawrence, and the Lakes to Fort Mal- 
den, and from thence to the Mississippi, do we 
not find almost every point and place where there 
are inhabitants, subject to the incursions of the 
enemy ? Have they not more troops on and near 
the line than we have? Yes, sir, they have ten 
to our one, and a militia which the Government 
of Canada have been fully vigilant in training. I 
understand that ever since the prospect of war 
began to thicken in the political horizon, they 
have trained. their militia three or four times a 
| month, and have paid them daily wages for their 
| services. Not so, sir, with our militia—they have, 
| it is true, been called into the public service to 
} do the duty of regular troops; and what is now 


their situation? Sixteen hundred of the militia 
of the State of New York have been ordered into 
public service, on the frontiers of that State, and 
have, as [am informed, marched to their place of 
destination. There we find exhibiting a specta- 
cle that would wound the feelings of the most 
callous man—without hats, without blunkets to 
cover them, without camp kettles to cook the mis- 
erable provisions furnished them by the Govern- 
ment contractors, or any one necessary for camp 
| equipage. Their officers with the utmost difficul- . 
| ty preventing their marching home for self pre- 
| servation. Here, Mr. President, 1 wish to call the 
| attention of the Senate to the propriety and con- 
| stitutionality of calling out this detachment of 
militia at a time when noenemy menaced an in- 
vasion. The Constitution only authorizes the 
| General Government to call out the militia to 
suppress insurrection, enforce the laws, and repel 
invasion. And I would ask whether either of these 
events had happened when this corps of militia 
were ordered out? No. It it well known that 
no such emergency existed. But they have this 
miserable consolation, that they are to receive 
six dollars and two-thirds a month, for their ser- 
vices, finding their own clothes, arms and accou- 
trements. 1 do not mention these things with a 
wish to discourage the militia from serving their 
country when necessary, nor do I believe defend- 
ing them in their constitutional rights will have 
that effect, for I aia fully aware that there is no 
class of citizens more patriotic or willing to de- 
fend their country than they are, aud will be so 
found when the safety of it shall really demand 
their services. 

I will now resume the consideration of our sit- 
uation up the Lakes to Detroit and Fort Malden. 
Here it mast be remembered that the British com- 
mand the Lakes. Weare told that Governor Hull 
is marching to the defence of Detroit with twelve 
hundred militia from the State of Ohio, together 
with four hundred regular troops, formed and dis- 
ciplined for action by the brave Colonel Boyd, 
These troops, 1 hope, will be better supplied and 
provided for than those on the frontier of New 
York. It is whispered by some of the favorites 
who are suffered to know the projects of our Gov- 
ernment, that the British have senta part of their 
regular troops, together with a number of Indians, 
from Fort Malden to Fort Erie, near the Falls of 
Niagara; and this is taken as certain evidence of 
the weakness of the garrison at Fort Malden, and 
that that fort may consequently be surprised and 
taken by Governor Hull with little difficulty. 
Now I draw the exact contrary conclusion from 
i this circumstance; for the RPritish must have 
known that Governor Hull was on his march to 
Detroit, and if they had been weak at Fort Mal- 
den they never would have detached part of their 
force and sentit to the aid of Fort Erie. But 
presaming they had not heard of Governor Hull’s 
march, and that they had left that fort compara- 
tively defenceless, they will assuredly learn it soon 
enough to have the detachment return by water 
before Governor Hull can reach Malden. And if 
in the attempt to take Fort Malden, Governor 
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tthe consequences | nacing attitude before the Indi 

will be alarming; for no reinforcement can be | own lands, and in their own territory ? 

sent him, nor any assistance afforded soon enough | not the Prophet and his party sufficient reason to 
to prevent a disastrous termination of the expedi- | believe that everything dear to them wasat stake? 
tion. In that case the British, witha partial aid | Yes, sir, their homes, their firesides, and their all, 
from the Indians, might cross the river and take j| was about to be destroyed, except they submitted 
possession of Detroit; and if they should then ob- unconditionally to the commander who had, per- 
tain the assistance of the Indians generally. it will | haps, been the cause of all the diffieulty which 
be in their power to drive in all ‘the frontier set- | subsisted between the Indians and our Govern- 
tlements of Ohio; and there can be little doubt ; ment. And I must here ask, Mr. President, if any 
when this war is once commenced that nearly all | one can blame the Indians for fighting, under 
the Indians will flock to the British standard. J | such circumstances? No,-sir. I conceive if they 
will here take the liberty of adverting to com- | had not fought they would have debased human 
plaints of our Government, in the diplomatic cor- | nature itself. Since, then, this flame is kindled, 
respondence with Mr. Foster; and must acknow- ' and that, too, by ourselves, is it prudent to wage 
ledge, after so much talk about British perfidy, la premature war with Great Britain, and bring | 


with regard to exciting the Indians to make war | her force in reality and openly in aid of the sav- 
upon us, I am disappointed when I refer to the 
proof offered by the Executive on that subject. 


I did expect that after it was made a particular 


age tomahawk and scalping-knife, already raised 
against our innocent frontier setilements? l think | 


| the more prudent course would be first to treat 
part of an Executive message, the proof offered in | with the Indians, to send some two or three dis- 
its support would have been clear and conclusive. | creet and proper men among them to promise 
Far be it' from me that I should wish to become | them justice aud friendship. and really to perform 
the apologist for any of the aggressions of the | Whatis just and right towards them; and, then, 
British upon our rights, or any of their unfriendly | my word for it, they would be willing to remain 


instead of carping and scolding about the vigilance | and discipline our army and fortify our seaports 
and harbors. And when we are prepared, if 
Great Britain does not,.in the mean time, do us 
justice, we can then attack her colonies with more 
certain prospects of success; and, with the satis- 
faction, too, of having first detached from her the — 
aid of a savage enemy, whose known rule of war- | 
fare is to spare neither age nor sex. 


of-the British, in inducing the [adians to join them, 
in the event of a war between .the two countries, 
had been more vigilant in furnishing the Indians 
with the necessaries they had been in the habit of 
receiving from our public trading houses and 
other sources, and had seasonably recommended 
to Congress to have authorized the Executive to - 
make the Indians some suitable presents, at proper | Iwill next, Mr. President, take a view of our 
times, it would have been productive of more good | real effective disposable force, which, in the event 
to our western frontier. It issaid that the British’ |.of immediate war, is to protect and defend the ; 
furnish the Indians with arms and ammunition; | vast extent of our Northern and Western frontier, ; 
well, do not our public stores and traders do the | which will be exposed to the incursions of the ; 
same? And donot the Indians depend upon their | enemy, especially if we have war with the Brit- 
arms and ammunition for their daily subsistence? i ish and Western Indians, both at the same time. 
‘ It should be recollected that they are a people | If we may consider, the statement obtained from 
who live by hunting, and they must be supplied | the head of the. War Department, as correct, 
with arms aad ammunition from some quarter or | what a discouraging appearance does it afford us! 
other. While Iam.on this subject, Mr President, | The records in the War Office tell us that, includ- 
‘I will beg leave just to notice the Indian war be- | ing officers, there are between six and seven thou- 
tween the troops under the command of Governor | sand men in the two old armies ; but as to the new 
Harrison, and the Prophet and his adherents—I | army of 25,000 men, it is difficult to give any 
mean the famous battle of Tippecanoe; and I | certain account of the number recruited. It is, 
will ask, sir; for what purpose was Governor Har-. | however, said, that orders have been issued direct- 
rison and the army under his command sent ! ing the recruiting officers to make monthly ‘re- 
against those people? turns; but, from information which vaunot be 
_ Jf there was any disagreement between the In- ; doubted, it seems that these orders have not been 
dians and our Government, why were not discreet | observed; so that the War Department are quite 
commissioners sent to treat with them first, and | in the dark as to the number actually enlisted in 
Jet them know that the Government was willing | the new army. I understand, however, that an 
to do them justice? It is natural tosuppose that | estimate, by the head of the War Department, 
the Prophet and his four or five hundred asso- | sets them down at about five thousand, more or 
ciates would never have calculated on coercing | less, I suppose, as the case may be. But, suppos- 
the Government of the United States out of much | ing our three distinct armies to actually consist 
more than what was their just right to receive. lof nine thousand men, exclusive of the sick, 
And, upon what authority was this war waged ? j (which will be found a very liberal estimate) 
Was not our army collected and marched two or | they do not then give you men enough to man 
three hundred miles, in a threatening manner, | the guns in the works for the defence of the 
and without any declaration of war? And did : Western frontier and seaports. The most of the 
not Governor Harrison plant his army in a me- į six thousand men of the old army appear to be 


conduct towards us, but I think, if our Executive | at peace with us. In the mean time let us raise Í 
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ability, and this because our purses have been 
sweated down by our restrictive system, till they 
where is the army to come from for the invasion | have become light. 

of Canada? If gentlemen calculate on the new | Ishall now beg leave to trespass on your atten- 
army of 25,000 men for that purpose, I will ask | tion, Mr. President, while I advert to the situa- 
them to show me the army, or inform me where j tion of our small but daring navy, the increase of 
it may be found? Is it under the direction and | which, it will be remembered, has been decided 
daily discipline of the Commander-in-Chief on | against by this Senate during the present session. 
the grand rendezvous at Albany; oris it only an } It is true, provision has been made for rebuilding 
army on paper; or is it the small part which may | some three or four frigates, which had been deem- 
be recruited, and are spread over the Union at the | ed unworthy of repair; and that a small sum of 
different recruiting places, following the recruit- ; money has been appropriated for the purchase of 
ing sergeant, and the drum and fife, in the rags; materials for building some vessels of war ata 
which happen to cover them when they enlist ; | future day, but the appropriation is so scanty that 
and not knowing how long they may reinain in | very little can be expected from it. I am, how- 
that forlorn condition, for the want of provident | ever, ready to acknowledge that the few ships we 


care in the War Department ? 

But, Mr. President, I will, for a moment, sup- 
pose this army was raised, and marched on to the 
grand parade near Albany; and I will then ask, 
sir, how soon it could be sufficiently disciplined 
and formed fit for actual service? I do not pre- 
tend to haye much military skill, but I am inform- 
ed by those in whose judgment and experience I 
can confide, that nine months, at least, is neces- 
sary for this purpose, when an army is made up 
of raw recruits. Young men who have donelit- 
tle or no military duty, collected from the differ- 
ent States of the Union, inhabiting different cli- 
mates, and possessing different customs and man- 
ners, as well as prejudices; under such circum- 
stances, it will, I have little doubt, require a 
whole year to form the platoon officers of this 
army ; and officers cannot discipline the men till 
they learn their own duty. I believe it is quite 
as important to have your officers understand 
their duty as the men, if not more so; because 
the soldiers, in the movements and evolutions 
of an army, are mere machines, actuated by the 
directions of their officers; which, if we view the 
higher grades of such as the field, staff, and gen- 
eral officers, can we with propriety calculate on 
the experience of those among them whose servi- 
ces in our Revolutionary war have justly entitled 
them to our attention at the present crisis in as 
ample and confidential a manner as if no recess 
or lapse of experience had taken place? It strikes 
me, sir, that it may be fairly questioned whether, 
from age and the want of practice since 1783, 
they have not lost that knowledge their hard ex- 
perience had formerly afforded them. However, 
sir, for my part, I am always willing to repose 
the greatest confidence in our Revolutionary offi- 
cers and soldiers, and trust the young soldiers 
will prove themselves equally worthy of my con- 
fidence. 

Before we take the step proposed by the bill 
before us, I think we ought also to make some 
calculation on the general state of the nation. 
Except some trifling Indian war, it will be recol- 
lected we have been twenty-nine years at peace, 


and have become a nation, in a great degree, of 
We have lost much of 


active money-makers, 
the spirit. of war and chivalry possessed by our 
Revolutionary fathers ; and we are a people, also, 
not over fond of paying taxes tu the extent of our 


have ready for service are good ones, and I have 
no doubt bat they are kept in proper order for im- 
mediate and active employment. This, however, 
I am perfectly confident of, that there is nota 
braver set of officers and sailors in existence, 
than those by whom they are commanded and 
| manned; but we cannot, therefore, expect that 
this litule fleet, if it may be so called, can be 
competent to hold in check any detachment that 
Great Britain is able to send upon our coast from 
her thousand ships. It would be a sacrifice of 
justice to imagine it. Prior to any declaration of 
war, Mr. President, my plan would be, and my 
first wish is, to prepare for it—to put the country 
in complete armor—in the attitude imperiously 
demanded in a crisis of war,and to which it must 
be brought before any war can be effective—this, 
too, would be agreeable to the recommendation of 
‘the Executive ; but I would not first rashly com- 
mit the nation by sueh a measure, and then begin 
to look about us and try to make preparation for 
|.meeting the calamity we have, without consider. 
ation, brought upon ourselves. 
It will be necessary, Mr. President, to take a 
jew of the subject of ways and means on this 
oceasion, and see what aspect the finances of the. 
nation afford. It is well known to every mem- 
| ber of the Senate, that our Treasury is empty, 
and that the Government has been under the 
necessity of authorizing loans in time of peace; 
but has the sanguine expectations relative to the 
subscriptions for the eleven million loan, author- 
| ized this session, heen at all answered? I be- 
| lieve not. If my recollection serves me faith- 
| fully, there is about five millions still wanting to 
| complete the subscription to the loan for the cur- 
rent year’s expenditures; and here it is worthy 
| of remark, what quarter of the Union has been 
| 
| 


most remiss on this patriotic occasion. If I were 
to inquire how much the States beyond the Alle- 
| ghany mountains have subscribed to this loan, E 
| believe the answer would be, not one dollar; but, 
i sir, if the people in these States have not been 
| found forward in their subscriptions towards car- 
| ryiog on the war, their Representatives have 
made up for this deficiency by being forward and 
liberal enough in their war speeches. They have 
raised the war-whoop equal to those of any sec- 
tion of the Union, and particularly the represen- 
tation from the State of Kentucky, one of the 
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empty war speeches will be necessary. It will | per cent.; and when that takes place, we may 
not be sufficient, then, to rely on war speeches, | freely say, we have seen nearly all the measures 
documents, nor proclamations, to repel the attack | of Mr. Adams’s Adininistration revived. 
of an enemy, or to carry war into their territory.| Mr. President, I have now taken a view of the 
And I have understood that the people of those | ability of the country we are about to make war 
| upon, to sustain that war, and make it terrible to 
direct taxes, nor were they very prompily col- | us; I have-also shown the wretched unprepared 
lected and paid there, when formerly laid, under | situation my country is in, to repel the attacks of 
the Administration of Mr. Adams. i | an enemy, much less of carrying war into the en- 
In crossing the Alleghanies, we look almost in | emy’s territory with a probability of success. If 
vain in the States of Georgia and South Caro- ! E have given a true statement of the situation of 
lina for that liberal spirit in contributing to the | the disposable force of the two countries; if I have 
loan, which was no doubt so much relied on by | drawn a true picture (although a very disagree- 
their representation in the famous war speeches, | able task for me to perform) of the situation of 
when they urged war on almost any terms. The | our country, and of our present inability to make 
banks and people of those States, in refusing to | war upon Great Britain; and if I have not been 
subscribe, have evinced a backwardness, which, | deceived by my zeal and anxiety to check the 
from the language of war held by their represen- | passage of this bill and to avoid the evils which 


tation, was least to have been expected; although | in my judgment it will bring upon my beloved 
it is there perhaps that we may find the combus- | 


country, (and my honest conviction is that I have 
tibles which have kindled this mighty war flame, | not,) can it be possible, that as grave and discreeta 
and precipitated this nation to the verge of ruin. ; body as this Senate, with the acknowledged jus- 
We will now, sir, pass on to good old Virginia, ; tice of my statements before them, will, at this 
the Ancient Dominion—that proud State, which | time, pass the bill under consideration? Can we 
has governed this nation twenty years out of; look for a blessing without the use of rational 
twenty-four—and there, sir, we may also look | means? Does God in his providence ever dis- 
for her full proportion of the cause and origin of | pense his blessings on any but those who are vigi- 
this untimely war measure, this fatal tragedy, į lant in the use of means? Can we expect to 
which, before it is over, will cause the country to i reap, if we neglect to sow? If we do, the crop 
suffer pain in every member, and to bleed atj will surely be briars, thorns, and thistles. I mast 
every pore. Yes, sir, it Virginia’s sons have not | eall on every member of this Senate to pause be- 
been as open and ardent in producing this fatal | fore he leaps into or crosses the Rubicon—de- 
bill as those of some other States, they bave no | claring war is passing the Rubicon in reality, and 
doubt acted their part well behind the curtain as | you cannot recross it when you please. It must 
prompters. But how stands this proud head of ! be remembered, that when you once declare war, 
the nation on the books for the subscription to | you must obtain the consent of your enemy be- 
the loan? Has she, by the paltry sum she has | fore you cap make peace. And gentlemen may 
subscribed, evinced her determination to avenge | be assured that if we do not pause and reflect, 
her country’s wrongs? Or has she, by that, sup- | before we act, the people will reflect and exam- 
ported the zeal so strongly and so repeatedly pro- | ine our deeds after we have acted; and if, contrary 
fessed? We shall find, sir, that these States will | to every principle of prudence and common sense, 
not be more liberal in farnishing soldiers te fight | we at this time declare war, the people, who are 
your battles than they have been in assisting in | always governed by the rules of common sense, 
the means of maintaining and paying them. | deduced from practical observation, will, after 
Their liberality and willingness to furnish your | they have had time to reflect, dismiss.us as un- 
armies, and every other place in the Government, ! profitable servants. 
with officers, | do not doubt; but further, or other; I do not, Mr. President, oppose the passage of 
aid, need be little expected. the bill at this time, or press so hard for its post- 
If this representation I have been making to ; ponement, because I doubt the justice of our cause 
the Senate be facts, whence are we to expect sub- | or perfidy of the enemy, we are about to declare 
scriptions to fill the remainder of this loan, and! war upon. Nor should I have doubted our own 
where is the money to come from after this year? | ability, had our resources been well husbanded, 
It is not, I believe, to be expected from those | for four or five past years, to make the war ter- 
States whose Representatives seem to be so liberal | rible to our enemy—but the tale of tie bad man- 
in voles and speeches for immediate war; but, if | agement of our resources, is too obvious and too 
itis to be filled at all, it must be done hy the! lamentable to be told at this time ; although, with- 
States and people north of the Potomac. Yes, tout subjecting myself to the charge of raising a 
sir, both the money and men to carry on the war, | cry against the Executive, I may assert, it isa 
must mostly come from the Northern States, | notorious and lamentable fact, that the President 
where the people are opposed to entering into the | neglected to fill the ranks in the additional army, 
war in this blind and rash mauner, without sys- | during the period between the adjournment of the 
tem or preparation. And, according to the cal- | last and the meeting of the present Congress; and 
culation of the Secretary of the Treasury, who | he has also neglected to direct the purchase of 
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the necessary munitions of war when appropria- : Yes, sir; the millions that your merchants will 
tions had been made by the Eleventh Congress, | Jose in consequence of this rash, this premature 
for both purposes. These neglects naturally cre- | step, will strike them with terror and dismay 
ated a suspicion of the sincerity of the Presi- | from New Orleans to Maine; and how lamenta- 
dents War Message. There is another fact, a j ble it is that a war, which has for its avowed ob- 
serious a material fact, which I have heard ac- | ject the protection of commercial rights, should 
knowledged by almost cvery member of this Sen- | be commenced at a time and in a manner which 
ate: it is this, that the head of the War Depart- | will prove more destructive to commerce itself 
ment is in a great degree deficient in skill, unable; than all the plunderings and burnings of both 
to systematize, and wanting energy toexecute the ' France and England. But I conclude the osten- 
necessary business of that department. Why not | sible object of this war is to force the cotton and 
place a man of competent ability at the head of | tobacco trade into the coutinent of Europe, and 
your War Department, one who will reduce the | to support the Executive in the declaration, that 
business of that department to order, who will į the Berlin and Milan decrees are revoked ; but it 
mark out a regular system of discipline and gov- j should be recollected, that it will not only be 
ernment for your Army, and more particularly | necessary in order to enforce a market for our 
the staff of it; so that when your disposable force | cotton and tobacco upon the Continent, to obtain 
may be brought to act upon the enemy there may | a repeal of the British orders; butit will be also 
be a prospect of advantage or victory ? | necessary to force Napoleon to give up his conti- 

If the taking of Canada, Mr. President, is the | nental system, or make an exception in it in our 
real object of the war, no discreet Executive | favor; and even if he permits us to go to the 
would wish that war declared, until he saw a | Continent with the produce of our soil, his tariff 
force raised, concentrated, and disciplined, that ! of duties is an exclusion to our trade, for cotton 
would warrant the calculation of Montreal’s being ; and tobacco will searcely pay freight and charges. 
in our possession within six weeks after the de- | I must now ask, sir, with what force we are to 
claration; for if Canada is not assailed in this | effectuate all these desirable objects? Are our 
manner, the conflict must be lengthy, and conse- | six thousand men, and the few raw recruits of 
quently more. bluody if not doubtful. If you} the new army spread over the vast extent of 
commence the attack at Fort Malden, and pursue ; these United States and their Territories, and our 
the enemy down the lakes and rivers, they will į little fleet of four or five frigates, equal to the in- 
` be falling back or retreating on their reinforce- | vasion of the Canadas, and the protection of our 
ments, and constantly increasing and concentra- | maritime frontiers, and to strike the British Gov- 
ting their forces; and would perhaps be able to | ernment and the inflexible Napoleon with such 
hold your army in check before it reaches Mon- | terrors, that we are to expect they will abandon 
treal; but let your army be enabled by its strength | their system of warfare against each other? I 
to first possess itself of Montreal, and all the up- | presume no one will pretend to say they are. 
per country must fall of course; you would then | Well, then, why declare war at this time; why 
soon be able to draw the line dividing your army | will gentlemen not defer until your new army 
and that of your enemy between Montreal and | of twenty-five thousand men are raised and dis- 
Quebec, and when this is accomplished you have | ciplined fit for service? It must be believed, sir, 
put an end to the Indian war, by cutting the In- | if we now declare war, that the object of it is 
diats off from any further succor from the Brit-; not for the reduction of Canada, because we 
ish. Did I wish,sir, to embarrass the Executive | have not the means provided; and I am some- 
at the expense of the blood and treasure of my | what ata loss to discover the real object, but if I 
country, I would vote for the immediate passage | dare indulge a suspicion that the real and avowed 
of this bill; I would strive to bring on prema- | objects are different, [ should say this war is to be 
ture war, especially since he has recommended | declared, but not prosecuted, other thao in a de- 
it; and I must, sir, be.here permitted to ask, who | fensive manner,and consequently altogether with- 
displays the greatest friendship for the President, | in our own territory, and to operate as au enforce- 
those that wish to plunge him and the nation | ment of the restriclive system, aud may with 
down the precipice which presents itself to us, | propriety be called the terrapin war, and be by 
or those who wish to check this hazardous—this | some considered more popular than a continu- 
uncertain step ? ance of the embargo. 

I do not, Mr. President, draw all these discour-| Ihave heard some complaints and charges of 
aging pictures, or relate these lamentable facts, | inconsistency against those members of Congress 
because I would shrink from the conflict or ter-| who voted for raising the twenty-five thousand 
rors of war, for the defence of the rights of my | men, because they would not now vote for war! 
injured country, sooner than any gentleman of | I never once supposed, nor would anybody in 
this Senate, nor with a wish that all these evils | their senses suppose, a vote to raise an army as a 
may be realized ; my object is to avert them from | preparatory measure to coerce justice from a 
my country. I do it, sir, to check the precipitate | neighboring nation, would impose tie obligation 
step of plunging my country prematurely into a| of voting for a declaration of war, before that 
war, without any of the means of making the} army should be raised. For my part, sir, ever 
war terrible to our enemy; and with the cer- j since I had the honor ofa seat in this Senate, F 
tainty that it will be terrible to ourselves, or at | have uniformly voted appropriations for the put- 
least to our merchants, our seaports, and cities. | ting my country in a state of defence, and to pre- 
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| Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell, 
great belligerents on the same footing, (as I con- | of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
sider them equal trespassers on our rights,) then, | lard, Giles, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, 
I say, if Great Britain will not do us justice, I ; Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of New York, Tait, Tay- 
will vote at the proper time a declaration of war j lor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. : 
against her ; and E will use my utmost exertions to; On motion, by Mr. Leis, to amend the bill, as 
make the war terrible to her—but to declare war | follows : i ae f 
without the means of making the enemy feel its: “After the word ‘that,’ in the third line, to strike 


horrors, and at a time when it must produce evil } out to the end of the bill, and insert ‘the President of 


and terrors cnly to ourselves, strikes me with | the United States shall be, and he is hereby, author- 
astonishment. If war is declared before we! ized to cause reprisals to be made upon the public and 
have a’ force raised sufficient to subdue Canada. į Private ships and vessels, goods, and merchandise, be- 


we shall have war upon our northern frontier, 
and perhaps it will be pushed into our territory ; 
this will be particularly alarming and distressing 
to the inhabitants on the Canada line; and your 
militia will be called out from their usual busi- 
ness and avocations of life, into the field, as sol- 
diers for the protection of the frontier settlements, 
and you will have all the expense of a regular 
campaign, without any of: its benefits; besides 
that, the evils attending upon calling a large por- 
tion of the militia into actual service for any 
considerable time, is almost incalculable. After 
a short time, sickness, death, and mary other 
evils will teach you the impropriety of relying 
on them for the carrying on the war; and the 
discouraging effects, which these calamities nat- 
urally attendant on militia camps will have on 
the community, when those who survive return 
home to their families and friends, and tell the 
mournful tale, are to be seriously deprecated. 
But, sir, when I look round this Senate,.and 
see a number of our Revolutionary patriots 
who have grown gray in the service of their 
country, my hopes are cheered. It is to them 
I look at this time; it is from their experience 
and discretion (venerable fathers of their coun- 
try) that that country expects this impending 
evil to be averted. And can it be possible 
that the younger men of this Senate, who must 
have descended from so discreet and noble an 
ancestry as their Revolutionary fathers proved 
themselves to be, should suffér their judgment to 
be so misled as to vote against the postponement 
of this measure, which may, if it passes under 
“ the present circumstances, put to the test the very 
existence of the Constitution under which we 
have enjoyed so much liberty and happiness, and 
the attainment of which cost our fathersso much 
blood and treasure! 


Mownnay, June 15. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “An-act declaring war between 
Great Britain and her dependencies, and the 
United States and their territories,” together 
with the motion made by Mr. GERMAN to post- 


longing to the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great 
| Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, which 
| may be found on the high seas or elsewhere, excepting 
: such ships, vessels, or property, as now are, or may be, 
within the ports and harbors, or under the control, of 
the United States, and all ships, vessels, or property, 
within the jurisdiction of any Power with whom the 
Í United States are not engaged in war; and for the 
purposes aforesaid to instruct the commanders of the 
| public armed vessels which are or which shall be em- 
| ployed in the service of the United States to subdue, 
seize, and take, any armed or other British vessel, be- 
longing to the said United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, which shall be 
i found within the jurisdictional limits of the United 
| States or elsewhere on the high seas as aforesaid; and 
; such captured vessel, with her apparel, guns, and ap» 
| purtenances, and the goods or effects which shall be 
found ou board the same, being British property, shall 
be brought within some port of the United States, 
and shall be duly proceeded against and condemned 
as forfcited, and shall accrue and be distributed as by 
law is or shall be provided respecting the captures 
which shall be made by the public armed vessels of the 
United States. ae 

“Sxe. 2, And beit further enacted, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to grant, to the owncrs of private armed ships 
and vessels of the United States, who shall make appli- 
cation therefor, commissions, in the form which he shall 
direct, and under the seal of the United States; and 
such private armed vessels, when duly commissioned as 
aforesaid, shall have the same license and authority for 
the subduing, seizing, and capturing any armed or 
other British vessel belonging to the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, 
and for the recapture of the vessels, goods, and effects, 
of the people of the United States, as the public armed 
vessels of the United States may by law have : and shall 
be, in like manner, subject to such instructions as shall 
be ordered by the President of the United States, in 
conformity with the established law of nations, and the 
treaties and laws of the United States, for the regula- 
tion of their conduct; and the commissions which shall 
be granted as aforesaid shall be revocable at the plea- 
sure of the President of the Uinted States. 

“Src. 3. And beit further enacted, That every per- 
son intending to set forth and employ an armed vessel, 
and applying for a commission as aforesaid, shall pro- 
duce in writing the name and a suitable description of 
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. “Bec. 4, And be tt further enacted, That, before any 
commission as aforesaid shall be issued, the owner or 
owners of the ship or vessel for which the samo shall 
be requested, and the commander thereof for the time 
being, shall give bond to the United States, with at 
least two responsible sureties, not interested in such 


vessel, in the penal sum of thousand dollars; or, 
if such vessel be provided with more than one hundred 
and fifty men, then in the penal sum of thousand 
dollars ; with condition that the owners and officers 
and crews who shall be employed on board of such com- 
missioned vessel shall and will observe the treaties and 
laws of the United States, and the instructions which 
shall be given them for the regulation of their conduct ; 
and will satisfy all damages and injuries which shall 
be done or’ committed contrary to the tenor thereof by 
such vessel during her commission, and to deliver up 
the same when revoked by the President of the United 
States. 

“Sec. 5. And be il further enacted, That all public 
and private ships and vessels, goods, and merchandise, 
belonging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, 
together with their apparel, guns, and appurtenances, 
and any goods or offects which shall be found 6n board 
the same, being British property, and which shall be 
captured by any private armed vessel or vessels of the 
-United States; duly commissioned as aforesaid, shall be 
forfeited, and shall accrue to the owners thereof, and 
_, the officérs and crews by whom such capture shall be 
made; and, on due condemnation had, shall be distrib- 
„uted according to any agreement which shall bo be- 
‘tween them, or, in failure of such agreement, then by. 
the discretion of the court before whom such condem- 
| nation shall be. 


| “ Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all vessels, 
| ‘goods, and effects, the property of any citizen of the 
‘United States, or person resident therein, which shall 
he recaptured as aforesaid, shall be restored to the law- 
ful owners, upon payment by them, respectively, of a 
just and reasonable salvage, to he determined by the 
mutual agreement of the parties concerned, or by the 
‘decree of any court of the United States having mari- 
time jurisdiction, according to the nature of each case: 
Provided, That such allowance shall not be less than 
‘one-eighth, or exceeding one-half of the full value of 
such recapture, without any deduction. And such 
salvage shall be distributed to and among the owners, 
officers, and crews, of the private armed vessel or ves- 
sels entitled thereto, according to any agreement which 
shall be between them; or, in case.of no agreement 
then by the decree of the court who shall determine 
upon such salvage. 

“Src. 7, And be it further enacted, That, before 
breaking bulk of any vessel which shall be captured 
as aforesaid, or other disposal or conversion thereof, or 
vof any articles which shall be found on board the same, 
such capture shall be brought into some port of the 
United States, and shall be libelled and proceeded 


against before the district court of the same district; 
and if, afier a due course of proceedings, such capture 
shall be decreed as forfeited in the district court, or in 
the circuit court of the same district, in the case of 
any appeal duly allowed, the same shall be delivered 
to the owners and captors coneerned therein, or shall 
be publicly sold by the marshal of the same court, as 
shall be finally decreed and ordered by the court; and 
the same court which shall have final jurisdiction of 
any libel or complaint of any capture as aforesaid, shall 
and may decree restitution, in whole or in part, when 
the capture and restraint shall have been made with- 
out just cause as aforesaid ; and, if made without prob- 
able cause, or otherwise unreasonably, may order and 
decree damages and costs to tho party injured, and for 
which the owners, officers, and crews of the private 
armed vessel or vessels by which such unjust capture 
shall have been made, and, also, such vessel or vessels, 
shall be answerable and liable. i 

“Sre. 8. And be tt further enacted, That all Brit- 
ish subjects and others who shall be found acting on 
board any British vessel which shall bo captured, or on 
board of-any vessel of the United States which shall 
be recaptured as aforesaid, shall be reported to the col- 
lector of the port in which they shall first arrive, and 
shall be delivered to the custody of the marshal, or 
some civil or military oflicer of the United States, or 
of any State, in or near such port, who shall receive 
and take into custody the said subjects or persons for 
their safe-keeping and support, at the expense of the 
United States, 

“Suc. 9. And be it further enacted, That, trom and 
after the — day of —— next, the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to em- 
ploy the naval force of the United States to make re- 
prisals upon the public and private armed vessels, goods, 
and merchandise belonging to the Emperor of France 
and King of Italy, or his subjects, which may be found 
on the high seas and elsewhere, and to issue letters of 
marque and reprisal to the private armed ships or ves- 
sels of the United States against the vessels, subjects, 
and property of the said Emperor of France and King 
of Italy, under the provisions and limitations contained 
in this act in respect to the United Kingdom of Groat 
Britain and Ireland; if, on or before the said day 
of » the said Emperor of France and King of Italy 
shall not give tothe President of the United States 
satisfactory and unequivocal evidence of the repeal of 
the Berlin and Milan decrees, so far as they relate to 
the neutral commerce of the United States.” 

On motion, by Mr. A xDERson, to strike out the 
ninth section of the proposed amendment, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 14, nays 18, as 
follows: 

Yxuas—Messys, Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, 
Robinson, Tait, Taylor, ‘Turner, and Varnum. 

Naxs—Measrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana. German, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Grogg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, and Worthingtun. 

On the question to strike out the original bill 
after the word “that,” as proposed by Mr. Ler, 
it was determined in the pegative—yeas 15, nays 
18, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana. German, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey. Howell, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lioyd, Reed, and Worthington. 
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On motion, by Mr. Luoyp, to amend the origi- 
nal bill, by inserting, after the word. “that,” in 
the third line, the words “from and after the —— 
day of hext;” it was determined in the neg- | 
ative—yeas 13, nays 19, as fullows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, 
Lloyd, Pope, and Smith of Meryland. 

Nays—Mesers. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Giles, Howell, Reed, Robinson, Smith of New 
York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worth- 
ington. i A ; 

On the question, Shall this bill pass to a third 
reading as amended? it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeuas 19, nays 13, as follows: 

Yzuas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Giles, Gregg, Leib, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Var- 
num. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Pope, Reed, and Worthington. : 

‘On. motion that the Senate adjourn, it was de- 
termined in the affirmazive—yeas 18, nays 14, as 
Yollows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, and Worthington. 

Nays.—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Howell, Robinson, Tait, ‘Faylor, Turner, and Varnum. 


` So the Senate adjourned to eleven o’clock to- 
morrow morning. i 


eeaeee eneee. 


__ . Tuespay, June 16. 
DECLARATION OF WAR. 


The amendments to the bill from the House of 
Representatives, entitled “An act declaring war 
between Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their territories,” were re- 
ported by the committee correctly engrossed. - 

Mr. Bavaro moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill to the thirty-first day of 
October next, 

‘Mr. Bavaro said, that he was entirely sensible 
of the inutility, in general, of entering upon the 
discussion of a subject which had been a long 
time under consideration, and upon whieh it 
might be supposed that the opinions of: members 
were formed and settled; but on an occasion so 
momentous as the present, he should not feel 
himself justified in submitting even a motion of 
postponement, without offering his reasons in sup- 
port of it. Nor could he think, that in giving a | 
silent vote, he had discharged the duty of his sta- 
tion. Gentlemen would remark, that he had con- 
fined his motion to tine, in order that members 
might not be compromitted in supporting it who 
might think the war itself just and necessary. 


be declared. 

He indulged a confidence, that upon so great 
an occasion the Senate would not be impelled to 
act by any little passions, nor by any considera- 
tions which did not arise out of an extended and 
distinct view of the interests of the country. It 
is not enough that we we have cause of war; we 
must see that we are prepared, and in a condition 
to make war. You do not go to war for the ben- 
efit of your enemy, bat your own advantage; 
not to give proofs of a vain and heedless courage, 
but to assert your rights and redress your wrongs, 
If you commence hostilities before you are pre- 
pared to strike a blow, and while your cities, your 
territory, and your property on the ocean, are ex- 
posed to the mercy of a Government possessing 
vast resources of war, what can you expect but 
to add new distresses, defeat, and disgrace to the 
wrongs of which you complain? It isa strange 
motive for war—a wish to gratify the rapacity, 
to swell the triumphs, and to increase the inso- 
lence of the enemy. 

Mr. B. said, that neither the Government, ner 
the people had expected, or were prepared for 
war. Even at this moment, the general opinion 
abroad was, that there would be no war, the mer- 
cantile and trading world had continued to act 
upon that opinion. Nor could people be per- 
suaded that an unarmed nation was about to at- 
tack a nation armed cap-a-pie. No man had 
laid out his account for this war, and every one 
would be taken by surprise and unprepared for 
its shock. 

-You have, at this moment, an immense prop- 
erty abroad, a great portion of it in England, and 
part floating on the ocean-and hastening to your 
ports, The postponement proposed might save 
a great portion of this property, and bring home 
the seamen now absent from the country. Gen- 
tlemen would remember the number of ships 
which left our ports an the eve of an embargo, 
These vessels had not had time to perform their 
voyages, and the greater part of them were still 
abroad. He knew that some members had no 
commiseration for the merchant who had dared 
to escape the embargo, and who had disregarded 
the salutary precautions, designed, as it was said, 
for his security. But he did not think it sur- 
prising. nor culpable, that those whose property 
consisted in ships, should be averse to seeing them 
rotting at the wharves, and even disposed to in- 
cur risks to find employment for them abroad. 

Even, however, if it should be thought that 
the merchants had acted with indiscretion and 
folly, it is the part of a parental Government, 
such as this ought always to be, not to punish the 
citizens fur their misfortunes, but to guard them 
agaiusi the effects of their errors. Besides, a 
loss of individual property wasa loss to the State, 
as Lhe public strength was derived from individ- 
ual resources, 
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ing crisis. But it is too recently and deeply in 
our recollection to be forgotten, that, this is not 
the first embargo we have experienced, arid 
which, though of longer duration, we saw pass 
away without being followed by war. 

The language held there, as to people out of 
doors who have doubted of the war, is retorted 
by the public voice with equal confidence and‘on 
better grounds. They rely upon your integrity 
and wisdom, and say that Congress cannot bè so 
infatuated, destitute as they are of the means of 
aggression or defence, to draw upon themselves 
a war with one of the most powerful and formi- 
dable nations on the globe. Ifa war with Great 
Britain be thought unavoidable, yet, as she leaves 
to us the time of commencing it, surely we ought 
to select that time when the first shock shall be 
least disastrous, and can best be resisted. Why 
should we hurry into a war from which nothing 
but calamity can be expected? There is no dan- 
ger that the redress of our wrongs, or the asser- 
tion of our rights, will be barred by the limita- 
tion of time.. No time has existed for years past 
when we had less cause to complain of the con- 
duct of Great Britain. Her vessels of war had 
all been withdrawn from our coast, as he pre- 
sumed, in order to avoid collisions and hostility. 
If the war be suspended till November, the Gov- 
ernment and the people will both be better pre- 
pared to sustain it. He was nota friend to the 
restrictive system, but with a choice out of evils, 
he should prefer the embargo to war. Postpone 
the war, and we will submit to the embargo till 
November. This will furnish time for the return 
of your ships and seamen; and if, at the same 
time, you will abandon the non-importation act, 
you will replenish your Treasury with at least 
twelve millions of dollars, and restore to your 
citizens sixty millions now abroad, and in danger 
of being lost. It appeared to him that the course 
which had been pursued was the most preposter- 
ous imaginable. For cighteen months past, we 
had been sending our property out of the country, 
and not suffering it to return; and, while con- 
templating a war with Great Britain, we saw 
our effects to an immense amount accumulating 
in that Kingdom, liable, at any moment, to falla 
prey to the Government, and to be employed in 
support of the war against us. He asked, why 
rush with this precipitaney into the war ?— 
Are you provided with means to annoy the ene- 
my, or to defend yourseives? Have youan army 
or navy which can make any impression? Are 
your exposed towns fortified and garrisoned? 
Was any nation ever less prepared for war? It 
would require the whole military force that you 


doubtful till the present moment. He did not 
believe that the President himself expected war 
at the opening of the session, nor for a long time 
after, A menacing language was held out; but 
the hopes of an accommodation were far from 
being abandoned. Much was expected from the 
Prince Regent’s accession to his full powers. A 
change of Ministry was not doubted, and it was 
thought that in the change of men, there would 
have been found such a change of principles and 
measures, that the differences between the two 
Governments might be compromised and settled. 
This expectation was protracted till it became 
plainly evident that the Prince did not intend to 
change his father’s Ministers, nor to depart from 
their principles or measures. When this discov- 
ery was made, the Administration had proceeded 
too far to recede. 

Desperate as the course was which now alone 
remained to.be pursued, they supposed they were 
obliged to advance or become the object of re- 
proach and scorn both to friends and foes. This 

. necessity they had brought npon themselves, but 
it was too late-to consider whether the condition 
might have been avoided; they were pledged in 
this state of events to attempt to extort from 
Great Britain by force the concession of those 
points which their arguments had failed in per- 
suading her to yield. He had no doubt but that, 
some months past, the Cabinet had seriously de- 
termined upon resorting to hostilities. But the 
concurrence of Congress was to be obtained, and 
whether a majority of both Houses could be 
brought to take the daring and hazardous step, 
no man in or out of the Government, without 
the gift of prophecy, could have predicted. 

The public mind had been so repeatedly dis- 
tracted and deceived by boisterous speeches, and 
bold but ephemeral resolutions, that it had sunk 
into a state of apathy, and was no longer excited 
even by the sound of war echoed in the ministe- 
rial paper from the proceedings of Government. 
When the bill before us was first brought up 
from the other House, it was the opinion of very 
few that it would obtain the support of a major- 
ity of this body; and, even now, it was likely to 
pass, not because it was approved by a majority, 
but of the differences of opinion which existed 
among gentlemen as to other courses which had 
been proposed. 

If, with the light and information possessed in 
this body as to the views and designs of the Cab- 
inet and of Congress, it has been doubtful among 
ourselves whether the Government would resort 
to war, how was it to be known by our mer- Í 
chants, or any other class of society unacquainted | now possess to constitute an adequate defence 
with the intentions and secret proceedings of | for New Orleans, New York, and Newport. It 
those exercising the powers of the Government, | is very well known that the General who will 
that the nation would be wantonly plunged into} command at New Orleans has declared to the 
a sudden war? Government, that he will not be answerable for 

He had heard it said, that the embargo was a | the security of the place with less force than ten 
sufficient notice of the design of the Government | thousand men, which is equal to all the effective 
to resort to hostilities upon its expiration, and | troops yet raised. It wouid be natural to suppose 
that the people must be infatuated, who, after | that no Government woul declare war till it 
such warning, were not apprized of the approach- | was prepared to attack its enemy. In peace we 
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you prepared to strike? Were you able in the 
Summer to recruit your Army of twenty-five 
_thousand men, could it be employed in any ser- 
vice in the course of this year? A soldier is not 
made ina day. The authority of a foreign off- 
cer, now in this country, of the highest military 
reputation, he had heard frequently cited, that it 
required at least fourteen months to form a soldier 
of a recruit. This remark applied to France, 
` where the officers have generally received a mili- 
tary education, and where there are so many 
models to imitate, and so many instructors to 
‘teach. But here the officer is to form as well as 
the soldier. The officer has to learn his lesson 
first, before he can prescribe the task of the sol- 
dier., You may possibly have a herd of men, but 
you can have no army to lead into service this 
season; and if this herd be led against diseip- 
lined troops, you can expect nothing but defeat 
and disgrace. 
But you have not got, nor can you get, the 
men during the present year. These are not the 
_days of Cadmus. It will require great patience 
and industry, and a considerable length of time, 
“to collect twenty-five thousand men. Have you 
the least prospect, if you declare war, of attack- 
ing Canada this season? It is impossible that 
you can do it with effect. You will be suffi- 
ciently occupied in defending your frontiers 
against the savages. 
It is not on land then that you expect immedi- 
ately to assail your enemy. Is it on the ocean 
that the impression is to be made? You have 
twenty vessels of war—Britain upwards of a thou- 
sand. What will avail the activity or gallantry 
„of your officers and seamen against such disparity 
of force? Your little Navy must fall immedi- 
ately, or be driven from the ocean. Some gen- 
tlemen indulge great expectations from privateers; 
but has Great Britain any unarmed or unprotected 
‘trade ‘which they can attack? Privateers have 
.no other object than plunder and booty. They 
avoid armed vessels—and, defended as is the Brit- 
ish commerce in every part of the world by her 
great naval force, it is little to be expected that 
‘privateering will be attended with much success 
.or-encouragement. But while we are searchiug 
for the means of annoying the commerce of Brit- 
ain, does it become us to, overlook at this moment 
. the condition of our Own? A valuable part of 
the trade from beyond the Cape of Good Hope 
has not yet arrived. Of the numberless vessels 
which. sailed upon the eve of the embargo, few 
have returned. Yourmerchant vessels are without 
convoy and utterly defenceless. Your condition 
therefore, is, that with mote commerce expcsed, 
your adversary will possess greater means of an- 
.Doyance, and the consequence must be, that we 
Shall lose infinitely more than we can expect to 
gain. : 
Under such circumstances. what should hurry 
us into the war? Are: gentlemen afraid if they 
wait till November the world will not last long 
enough to afford them time to gratify in war their 


| should be postponed for a few months. 


as he hoped, that there was no honorable gentle- | 
man en the floor who would not live long enough 
to have a complete surfeit of the war, though it 


mighty resentment against Britain? He believed, | 


He said he was greatly influenced in his mo- 
tion for postponing, by the combined considera- į 
tions of the present defenceless condition of the 
country, and the protection which Providence 
had given us against a maritime Power in the 
winter season. During the winter months you 
will be defended by the elements. Postpone the 
war till November, and we shall not have to dread 
an enemy on our coast till April. In the mean 
time, go on with your recruiting, fill up, discipline, 
and train an army. Take the stations, if you 
please, which will enable you to open an early 
campaign. Your trade will all have time to re- 
turn before hostilities commence, and having all Ẹ 
your ships and seamen at home, you may be pre- 
pared to put forth all your strength upon the ocean F, 
on the opening of the ensuing Spring. Shall we, f 
by an untimely precipitancy, yielding to a fret- 
ful impatience of delay, throw our wealth into f 
the hands of the enemy, and feed that very rapa- f 
city which itis our object to subdue or to punish? 

We can lose nothing by delay; much will be 
certainly saved; and at a moment pregnant with 
great events, it was most evidently our true policy }* 
to temporize. You give up no-right, yield no F 
pretension, and profit by every day in rendering 
the condition of the country more secure, and its |* 
attitude more formidable. The just appreciation f 
of time is among the highest points of political {® 
sagacity. To know what step the times will 1% 
warrant, and to take the step at the proper time, } 
is generally a matter of more important and diffi- $% 
eult consideration than the nature of the proposed 
measure. Without inquiring whether war was f 
the right course for the nation to take under ex- } 
isting circumstances, he did most confidently as- ¥ 
sert that this was not the time when war ought 
to be commenced. i 

Mr. B. said it belonged to the motion he had- 
submitted to bring under review the alleged causes 
of war and to inquire into the probability of our 
attaining the objects for which we were to em- 
bark in the war. If we are to come out of the 
war, as we enter into it, after having wasted the 
blood and treasure of the nation, dnd loaded the 
country with debt and taxes, it would certainly } 
be more rational to submit at once to the wrongs jf 
we endure, If we expect to extort any conces- 
sion from Britain, we must be prepared fora long, i 
obstinate, and bloody conflict. jt 

Britain at this moment does not court the quar- 
tel. She has reduced the catalogue of our com- 
plaints; and though not disposed to surrender her 
pretensions, she has evidently made advances to- 
wards conciliation. The recent Orders in Coun- 8h 
cil were desired to be so considered, and she has | 
removed a great source of umbrage in withdraw- 
ing her armed ships from our coasts. She had 
offered satisfaction for the affair of the Chesa- 
peake, which our Government had accepted— Wy 
which must therefore be taken to be honorable ? 
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and sufficient, and the offence which had been 
` given completely expiated. 

We are no longer at variance in relation to the 
colonial trade. France no longer has colonies, 
and we have no occasion to contend at present 

_ for any empty rights which could be exercised if 
yielded. 

. The question, therefore, as to the right of a 
neutral to be the carrier of the produce of the col- 
ony of a belligerent, having been reduced by the 
“course of the war to a mere question of theory, it 
no longer entered into the disputes of the two 
Governments. 

_ The question as to the impressment of our sea- 
`- men did not present insuperable difficulties. Brit- 
ain never contended for a right to impress Amer- 
ican seamen. The right she claims is to take 
her own subjects found in our merchant service. 
She exercises the right in relation to her own 
` ‘private vessels. This right she never will, nor 
- can give up. If our merchant flag were a secure 
-= protection to British seamen who sailed under it, 
_ the British navy must be unmanned by desertion ; 
` while our merchants can, and do pay a dollar for 
"every shilling a sailor can earn in the naval ser- 
“vice of his country. 

Can it be expected that a nation which depends 

| for its existence upon its naval strength would 

yield a principle threatening the destruction of its 

.. Maritime power? No war of any duration, or 

however disastrous, will ever extort this conces- 

_sion—she may as well fall with arms in her hands, 
- as to seal quietly the bond of her ruin. 

He did not know that our Government had 
- ever required the unqualified abandonment of the 
right to impress. Our complaints were chiefly of 
. the abuses committed in the exercise of the right. 
‘It was a practice frequently attended with vio- 
lence, insult, and gross injustice. Americans were 
"Soften, from design or mistake, seized as British 
“subjects, and we have abundant evidence of the 

fact, that many of our native seamen have been 
“forced into British service. He had always un- 
“derstood, however, that such acts were not justi- 
fied. by the British Government. The Govern- 
. ment have never claimed the right of holding an 
+ American seamen against his will. The preten- 
“sions of the two Governments upon this subject, 
“admitted of adjustment. The chief embarrass- 
ment rose from the difficulty of distinguishing the 
““sailors of the two countries. But he had no doubt 
‘that this, and all other difficulties on the subject, 
might be vanquished without having recourse to 
war. 

The dispute as to paper blockades was, for the 
_-present, merged in the Orders in Council. Those 
` orders were now to be considered as comprehend- 
ing the whole cause of war. 

This subject deserves to be viewed in every 
light. The Orders in Council were not at this 

. time, in truth, supported upon their original 
ground. 
: The ex-Minister, Mr. Canning, had publicly 
‘and candidly confessed the fact. They were 
` adopted as measures of retaliation, though they 
_ hever deserved that character. 
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a mere pretext. Those decrees were vain aud 
empty denunciations in relation to England. The 
plain design of the French Government was’ to 
deprive France of the benefits of external com- 
merce, unless the profits of it were divided with 
herself. This was fully proved by the license 
trade. Britain carries on the very trade she de- 
nies to neutrals, and having engrossed the whole 
to herself, she excludes neutrals from a partici- 
pation. No man was more disposed than him- 
self to reprobate the wrong and injustice of the 
British Government upon this subject. They 
resort.to the French decrees to justify themselves, 
and though heconsidered them as no justification, 
yet our Government in their conduct had admit- 
ted that the decrees placed us upon the same foot- 
ing as to France, as the orders did as to Eaglaad, 
and required equal measures to both nations. 

Our Government has been pleased to say what 
he did not think, at this time, any man in the na- 
tion believed besides themselves. They have 
been pleased to say the decrees are repealed. 

This isa fact, and asserted without any proof, 
The decrees could only be repealed by the same 
power and in the same manner in which they 
wereenacted. They proceeded from the sovereign 
power of France, and became the law of the 
Empire. The same power, in the solemn form of 
a law, could alone revoke them. We possess the 
decrees in all the forms of law, but have we ever 
seen, has the Governmentany reason to believe, 
that any decree in the form of a law has been 
passed to repeal them? The promise of a Sove- 
reign to repeala law does not annul it, nor would 
a reference of his Minister to its being repealed 
have that effect. Every Sovereign Power pre- 
scribes to itselfa form in which its sovereign will 
shall be known, when it is to constitute a law of 
the land. 

The decrees teach us what this form is in 
France, and we have no ground to believe that 
the decrees are repealed, till we see an act of the 
Sovereign in the same form in which they are 
found. Such is the course among ourselves. A 
law is repealed by a law passed in the same form. 
It is the practice of every nation in Europe, and 
of every civilized nation on the earth. But even 
the promise to repeal was only conditional, and it 
has never been announced to us that the Emperor 
considered the condition complied with on our part, 
by prohibiting the importation of British produce 
and manufactures. In fact, daily accounts are 
received of seizures made on the principles of 
those decrees; and to affirm that the decrees are 
repealed, was only to add perfidy to the atrocity 
of the conduct of the French, who do not hesitate 
to plunder, burn, and destroy our property on the 
high seas, even after abandoning the pretence with 
which at first they were respectful enough to at- 
tempt to cover their violeace. ; 

Nothing could be more evident than the policy 
of the French Emperor, nor anything more mor- 
tifying than the success which has attended his 
juggling. He has contrived to satisfy our Gov- 
ernment that he has repealed his decrees, while 
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‘to the eyes of the rest of the world they appear | without gaining the paltry trade with France, 
to bein force. By these means he has opened ; The laws of war will operate still more exten- { 
“our ports to the public and private ships of France, | sively than the Orders in Council; and though 
and shut them against those of Great Britain. ! no doubt we shall gratify the Emperor of France, 
“He denies the evidence of the repeal of his de- ! we shall enjoy little commerce with his domin- 
crees, which he well knows, if furnished to us,!ions. Asit regards, therefore, our interest, it is 

would immediately remove the Orders in Coun- ; found in protracting the present state of affairs. 


cil, and facilitate the settlement of our differences | 
with England. Britain has declared that the mo- £ 
‘ment evidence is produced of the repeal of the ! 
decrees, thé Orders in Council shall ipso facto be ! 
annulled. The Emperor, instead of furnishing ! 
‘this evidence, is giving daily proofs, to our sorrow } 
and loss, that the decrees are in force and opera- | 
“tion. 

Iam among the last men in the Senate, said | 
‘Mr. B., who would justify or defend the Orders 
in Council. They violatethe plainest rights of 
the nation. The ground of retaliation was never 
more than a pretext, and their plain object is to 
deprive: France of neutral trade. It never was 
contended, nor does Britain now contend that she 
would be justified by the laws or usages of na- 
“tions, to interdict our commerce with her enemy. 
‘She covers her injustice with the cloak of retal- 
‘dation, and insists that’ she has a right to. retort | 
upon her enemy the evils of hisuwn policy. This 
is a doctrine to which Iam not disposed to agree. 
‘It is déstruction to neutrals—makes them the 
prey of the belligerents. It is a doctrine which 
` we must resist, but the time and manner of resist- 
ance ought to be determined by a view only to | 
our own interests. Because we are injured, we 
certainly are not bound to make war before it 
is for our own benefit. There is one effect of 
this war which gentlemen ought to take into view, 

‘and which, to him, was a source of grief and hu- 
miliation. in making war upon England we 
‘bring the force of the nation in aid of France. 
We are about'to assist a Government from whom 
-we have'suffered for years:past tlie most humilia- 
“tingtasults and the most atrocious wrongs. We 
“are about to make a common. cause: with a man 
‘who -hatés us for our language and despises us 
‘for our Government, and who would to-morrow, 
if he had the means, without seeking a pretence, 
“add us to the list of his’ conquered provinces. 
“This connexion should not be. hastily formed. 
“To other nations it has been the forerunner of 
their subjugation and ruin. Let us take time to 
consider the consequences of a step upon which 
‘thë destiny of the nation depends. We may 
. profit by delay, but can gain nothing by precipi- 
‘pitdney. The war will not hastily remove the 
Orders in Council. It is the principles of the 
‘orders, rather than their effect, of which we com- 
plain. The trade to France, which they inter- 
‘dict, is of little consequence to the country. Its 
annual amount is less than three millions of 
‘dollars, and you find it onerated with duties so 
excessive, and restricted to such articles of ex- 
-chaage, that, even if enjoyed in safety, it would | 
‘be productive of little profil to individuals or to | 
the nation. If, however, you declare war at this | 
time, you losé the trade to Great Britain and her, 
dependencies, equal to thirty-five millions a year, 


| man, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lam- 4 


The question on postponement was determined 
in the negative—yeas 11, nays 21, as follows: 


Yzas—Messrs. Bayard, German, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Pope, and Reed. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibh, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Giles, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarn, to postpone the | 
further consideration of the bill to the third day 3 
of July next, it was determined in the negative— { 
yeas 9, nays 23, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, : 
Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, and Lloyd. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of ‘ 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard; Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Reed, Robinson, ` 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor; Turner, Varnum, 
and Worthington. : 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to Monday next, | 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 15, nays } 
17, as follows: ki 

Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- | 


? 


’ 


i 
f 
f 


bert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of | 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- fi 
lard, Pope, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Oa motion, that the Senate adjourn, it was de: | 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 16, nays 14, as $ 
follows: E F 

Y ras—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, Giles, | 
Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, | 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, ‘# 
and Smith of New York. i A 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of ‘i 
Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Rob- fi 
inson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthing- : 
ton. 

So the Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-mor- % 
row. 


Wennespay, June 17. 


The third reading of the bill from the House 
of Representatives, entitled “Ain act declaring | 
war between Great Britain and her dependencies, k 
and the United States and their Territories,” | 
was resumed. 

Whereupon, the following motion was submit-; 
ted by Mr. Gries: f 


Resolved, That the bill, entitled “An act declaring ip 
war between Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their Territories,” be recommit- | 
ted to the committee to whom was committed the Mes- - 
sage of the President of the United States of the first | 


i 
; 
à 
i 
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instant, with instructions to modify and amend the 
bill, in such manner as to authorize the President of 
the United States to instruct the commanders of all 
ships of war belonging to the United States to recap- 
ture any vessel thereof bound to any port or place pro- 
hibited to such vessel by the British Orders in Coun- 
cil, dated the day of ——, which may have been 
previously captured by any British armed vessel; and 
also to capture any British armed vessel which shall 
resist such recapture, or be found hovering on the coasts 
of the United States for the purpose of interrupting 


- their lawful commerce, and to bring the same into any 


` 


port of the United States for adjudication and condem- 
nation. 

And, further, to instruct the commanders of all ships 
of war belonging to the United States, to recapture any 
vossel of the United States navigating the ocean con- 
formably to the laws of nations, which may have been 
previously captured by any French armed vessel; and 
also to capture any such French armed capturing ves- 


sel, and, in like manner, to bring in the same for adju- 


dication and condemnation. 

And to authorize the President of the United States 
to cause letters of marque and general reprisal upon the 
public and private ships and vessels, goods, and merchan- 
dise, belonging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof; 
and also upon the public and private ships and vessels, 
goods, and merchandise, belonging to the Crown of 
France, or to the subjects thereof. 

And, on the question to agree to this motion, it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 14, nays 
18, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Pope, Reed, and Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs, Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Var- 
num. 


On motion, by Mr. Horsey, that the Senate 
adjourn, it was determined in the negative—yeas 
14, nays 18, as follows; 

Yxras—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey; Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, 
Pope, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 

Nays—Messrs, Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Gregg, Howell, Robinson, Smith of New York, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the afflirmative—yeas 
19, nays 13, as follows : 

Yreas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
‘Tennessee, Condit,;Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Giles,\Gregg, Leib, Robinson, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York,\Tait, Taylor, Turner, and 
Varnum. : 

Nars—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Reed, and Worthington. 

So it was resolved that the bill do pass with 
amendments. 

On motion, the title was amended, to read as 
follows: “An act declaring war between the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 


and the dependencies thereof, and the United 
States of America and their Territories.” 

On motion by Mr. Anperson, a committee 4 
was appointed, to consist of two members, to 
carry the said bill to the House of Representa- .. 
tives, and ask their concurrence in: the amend; . 
ments; and Messrs. ANDERSON and VARNUM were- 
appointed the committee. 


THursDAY, June 18. 


A message from the House of Representatives,. 
by Messrs. Macon and Finptey, two of their- 
members—Mr. Macon, chairman: 3 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
concur in the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act declaring war between the. 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and the dependencies thereof, and the United 
States of America and their Territories.” 

Mr. Varnom, from the committee, reported that 
they had.examined and found duly enrolled the 
bill last mentioned. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Messrs. Crawrorp and Turner, the commit- 


.tee on the part of the House of Representatives . 


for enrolled bills—Mr. Crawrorp, chairman: 

Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives having signed an enrolled bill, 
we are directed to bring it to the Senate for the | 
signature of their President. 

The Prestpent signed the enrolled bill last 
reported to have been examined, and it was de- 
livered to the committee, .to be laid before the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. Varnom reported, from thecommittee, that 
they, this day, laid before the President of the 
United States the enrolled bill last mentioned, 
and that the President of the United States in- 
formed the committee that he had, this day, 
approved and signed the same. 

On motion, by Mr. Varnem, 

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy, in 
relation to the confidential Message of the Presi- ` 
dent of the United States of the first instant, and 
also in relation to the private and confidential 
proceedings of the Senate since that date, be re- 
moved. 


[End of the confidential proceedings.] 


Fripay, June 19. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the discharge of William Peck 
from hisimprisonment;” and, noamendment hav- 
ing been proposed, the bill was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the is- 
suing of Treasury notes,” was read thesecond time, 
and referred toa select commitiee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. CAMPBELL of Ten- 
nessee, Bayar, and Smitu of Maryland, were 
appointed the committee. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill supplementary to an act, entitled 
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# “An act to authorize a detachment from the mi- 
litia of tbe United States,” reported it with an 


amendment. : 
Mr. Anperson, from the committee to whom 


was referred the bill, entitled “An act supple- 


mentary to ‘An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to raise certain companies of 


rangers for the protection of the frontier of the 
United States,” reported it-amended. 

The amendments to the bill. entitled “An act 
to amend the laws within the District of Colum- 
bia, having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
as amended, and passed, with amendments. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled * An act 
conferring certain powers on the Levy Court for 


the county of Washington, in the District of 


Columbia,” having been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third 
time as amended,.and passed with amendments. 
On motion, by Mr. Surru, of Maryland, 
Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to lay before the Senate such 
information as he may possess respecting the hos- 
tile or friendly movements and intentions of the 


Indians towards the United States, subsequent to 


the battle of Tippecanoe. — . 
The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson was 


resumed, as in Committee of the Whole; and 


Mr. Varnum was requested to take the Chair; 


and, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 


Saturnay, June 20. 


On motion by Mr. Greca, the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of John Clark, 
was discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to ‘An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to raise certain 
companies of rangers for the protection of the 
frontier of the United States,” together with the 

. amendments reported thereto by the seleet com- 
mittee ; and, after debate, it was agreed that the 
further consideration thereof be postponed to Mon- 
day next. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 


‘Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act to 
authorize a detachment from the militia of the 
United States,” passed April 10, 1812, together 
with the amendments reported thereto by the sc- 
lect committee; and, after debate, on motion, by 
Mr. Tayor, that the further consideration there- 
of be postponed to the first Monday in October 
next, it was determined in the negative—yeas 10, 
nays 19, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Crawford, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Smith of New York, Taylor, 
and Turner. 

Naxs—Messts. Bradley, Condit, Cutts, Dana, Frank- 
lin, Gaillard, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, 
Tait; Varnum, and Worthington. 


And having agreed to the reported amendment 
with amendments, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. And, on the question, 
Shall this bill be read the third time as amended ? 
it was determined io the affirmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed’ 
a bill, entitled “ An act concerning invalid pen- 
sioners;” in which bill they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled, “An act authorizing the dis- 
charge of William Peck from his imprisonment,” 
was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion, by Mr. Greco, the committee to 
whom was referred, on the 6th of December last, 
the memorial of the President and Managers of 
the Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania; 
also, on the 24th, the memorial of Gouverneur 
Morris and others, were discharged. 


Mownpay, June 22. 


Mr. Braptey presented five memorials of the 
citizens of Vermont, deprecating a war with Eng- 


‘land, and praying the removal of the commer- 


cial restrictive system; and the memorials were 
read. f 

Mr: Greca presented fourteen memorials of six 
hundred citizens of Cumberland county, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, to the same purpose. 

Mr. Lambert presented the petition of a large 
number of citizens of the State of New Jersey, to. 
the same purpose; which was read. 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act to authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States,” passed April 10, 1812, having 
been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Les submitted the following motion: 

“That a committee be appointed, to join a commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives, if the House should 
think proper to appoint a committee, to examine and 
report what business is necessary to be done during 
the present session; at what time the two Houses. 
ought to adjourn; and to what time Congress should 
stand adjourned.” 

And the motion was read. 

The bill, entitled “ An act concerning invalid 
pensioners,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon; and Messrs, Anperson, BRADLEY, 
and FRANKLIN, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Greca, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act confirming 
grants to lands in the Mississippi Territory, de- 
rived from the British Government of West Flor- 
ida, not subsequently regranted by the Govern- 
ment of Spain or the United States,” reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Worruincron, from the managers at the 
conference on the bill, entitled “ An act to ascer- 
tain and establish the western boundary of the 
tract reserved for satisfying the military bounties. 
allowed to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia- 
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line on continental establishment,” made report. | 


Resolved, That the Senate so far recede from 
their amendments to the bill above mentioned, as 
that they concur in the amendments as modified 
by the committce of conference, and agree that 
the bill be so amended. 

The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson was 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, and Mr. 
Varnum was requested to take the Chair; and, 
after debate, it was agreed that the further son 
sideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House recede from 
their disagreement to the amendments of the! 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to ascertain | 
aud establish the western boundary of the tract 
reserved for satisfying the military bounties al- 
lowed to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia į 
line on continental establishment,” and agree to 
the amendments as modified by the managers at 
the conference thereon. They have passed a bill. 
entitled “An act concerning letters of marque, 
prizes, and prize goods ;” also, a bill, entitled “An 
act giving validity to the sale of certain tracts of 
public lands, sold in the western district of the 
Territory of Orleans, now State of Louisiana ;” 
in which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill concerning letters of marque, prizes, 
and prize goods, was read the second time by 
consent, and referred to a select committee, to 
consist of five members, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. TayLor, ANDeRson, VAr- 
nom, Currs, and Samira, of Maryland, were ap- 
pointed the committee. TŽ 

Mr. CamrBeLL, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act authorizing the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” reported it with an amendment. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or rae Unirep Srares: 

To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I communicate to Congress copies of a letter to the i 
Secretary of State from the Chargé d’Affaires of the | 
United States at London, and.of a note to him from | 
the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs. | 

| 


JAMES MADISON. 

Jun 22, 1812. 

The Message and copies therein mentioned were 
read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act confirming claims to lands in the Mississippi | 
Territory, founded on warrants of survey granted 


by the Spanish Government,” together with the| 
| 


amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee; and, having agreed to the amendments, 
the President reported the bill to the House ac- | 
cordingly, 

On the question, Shall this bill be re 
lime as amended ? it was determined in the af | 
firmative. 


ad a third | 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
confirming claims to lands in the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory, founded on warrants of survey granted by 
the Spanish Government,” having been réported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, the bill 
was read a third time as amended, and passed 
with amendments. > 

A message from the House of Representatives 
inforrned the Senate that the House agree to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitle 
“ An act conferring certain powers on the Levy 
Court for the county of Washington, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” with an amendment; in whieh 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. They 
have passed a bill, entitled “ An act imposing ad- 
ditional duties upon all goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported from any foreign port or place, 
and for other purposes,” in which bill they. re- 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 

‘The dill last brought up for concurreneé was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Bavar, the bill, entitled 
“ An act concerning the Levy Court of the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia,” was 
postponed to the first Monday in December next. 

Mr. Goopricn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
licf of Anna Young, heiress and representative of | 
Colonel John Durkee, deceased,” reported it with- 
out amendment, 

Mr. TayLor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act making an ap- 
propriation for the purpose of discharging all the 
outstanding claims for the construction and re- 
pair of the Capitol and the President’s house, for 
the compensation of the late Surveyor of the 
Public Buildings, and for furniture for the differ- 
ent apartments of the Capitol, and for other pur- 
poses,” reported it with amendments. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted yesterday, by Mr. Lets, for 
appointing a joint committee to examine and re- 
port, what business is necessary to be done during 
the present session; and, having agreed thereto, 
Messrs. Leis, Luoyp, Bayarp, Conprr,and Tay- 
LOR, Were appointed the committee on the part 
of the Senate. 

The bill, entitled “An act giving validity to 
the sale of certain tracts of public lands sold in 
the western district of the Territory of Orleans, 
now State of Louisiana,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon ; and Messrs. ‘Tarr, Bira, 
and FRANKLIN, Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Tavcor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act concerning let- 
ters of marque, prizes, and prize goods,” reported 
it with amendments; which were read, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and, 
having agreed thercto in part, and further amend- 
ed the bill, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 


303 HISTORY OF 


CONGRESS. 304 


SENATE. 


Proceedings. 


Junr, 1812. 


Wennespay, June 24. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act ! 
concerning letters of marque, prizes, and prize 
goods,” were reported by the committee correctly 
eagrossed ; and the bill was read the third time 
as amended, and further amended by unanimous | 
‘consent. l 

On.the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
‘22, nays 5, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell, 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Gilman, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, ‘Caylor, 
Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Nars—Méssrs. Dana, Goodrich, Hunter, Lambert, 
and Lloyd. 


‘So it was resolved that this bill pass with 
amendments, : 

Mr. ANDERSON submitted the following motion 
for consideration: _ f 

“Whereas the United States of America, notwith- 
standing the pacific disposition which has heen so dis- 
tinguishingly evinced by them towards all the nations 
of the world, have, nevertheless, been compelled to re- 
sort to arms for the maintenance and protection of 
those rights which have been achieved by the blood of 
their fathers; and, although they have a just confi- 
dence in the strength of their Government, and in the 
vigor of their own arm, yet, being taught by Holy 
Writ, to which they bow with all due reverence and 
submission, “ that the race is not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong, hut of the Lord who willeth and 
doeth:” And it being at all times our indispensable 
duty devoutly to acknowledge the superintending prov- 
idence of Almighty God, especially in times of impend- 
ing danger and public calamity, to reverence and adore 
His immutable justice, as well as to implore His mer- 
ciful interposition for the prosperity of the nation: 
Therefore, ` ; 

_ “Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That a joint committee of both Houses 
wait on‘the President of the United States, and request 
that he will recommend to the people of the United 
States'a day of public humiliation and prayer, to be 
observed by supplicating Almighty God for the safety 
and welfare of these States, and for the success of their 
arms.” 7 

And the motion was read, and passed to the 
second reading. l 
A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in 
thè- resolutions passed by the Senate, for the ap- 
pointment of a joint committee to examine and 
report what business is necessary to be done 
during the present session, and have appointed a 
committee on their part. The House of Repre- 
‘sentatives recede from their disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
* An act forthe more perfect organization of the 
Army of the United States,” and concur therein. 
> The bill, entitled “An act for imposing addi- 
tional duties upon all goods, wares, and merehan- 
dise, imported from any foreign port or place, and 
for other purposes,’ was read the second time, 
and referred to a select committee, to consider 


nn a cc e: 


and report thereon; and Messrs. Smitu, of Mary- 
land, CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, and LLoyn, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the 


| amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 


“ An act conferring certain powers on the Levy 
Court for the county of Washington, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and concurred therein. 

Mr. Tarr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act giving validity 
to the sale of certain tracts of public lands in the 
western district of the Territory of Orleans, now 
State of Louisiana,” reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Rezp, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill authorizing the President of 
the United States to lease, for a term of years, 
any part of the reservations of public ground in 
the City of Washington, reported it with an 
amendment. 

The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson was 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, and Mr. 
VARNUM Was requested to take the Chair; and 
the bill having been amended, the President re- 
sumed the Chair, and Mr. VARNUM reported the 
bill with an amendment, which was considered 
in Senate, and agreed to. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the éffirmative. 

‘Mr. Sita, of Maryland, gave notice that to- 
morrow he should ask leave to bring in a bill 
supplementary to the act fixing the Military Peace 
Establishment of the United States. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the is- 
suing of Treasury notes”? was resumed as in 
Committee of the Whole; and, after debate, and 
the coasideration of confidential and Executive 
business, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuurspay, June 25. 


The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

. The PresipenT communicated a letter from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
enclosing a report of the Tand Commissioners at 
St. Louis, relative to the lead mines, in obedience 
to a provision contained in the sixth section of 
an act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles 
and claims to land within the Territory of Or- 
leans and the district of Louisiana; and the letter 
and report were read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the issuing of Treasury notes,” 
together with the amendment reported by the 
select committee; and, having agreed thereto, the 
President reported the bill to the [louse accord- 
ingly. , 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative—yeas 19, nays 5, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Brent, Campbell 
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of Tennessee, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, 
Gregg, Howell, Lambert, Leib, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. German, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, 
and Lioyd. 

The motion made yesterday, respecting a day 
of public humiliation and prayer, was read the 
second time; and on the question, Shall it be en- 
grossed and read a third time? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to an act authorizing the Pres- 
ident of the United States to raise certain compa- 
nies of rangers for the protection of the frontier of 
the United States,” and disagreed to the amend- 
ment reported by the select committee; and, on 
motion. the bill was amended ; and the President 
reported the amendments to the House, and it 
was agreed to amend the bill accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the aflir- 
mative. 

Mr. Smits, of Maryland, asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill supplementary to the act 
fixing the Military Peace. Establishment of the 
United States ;” and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


. Whole, the bill authorizing the President of the 


United States to lease, for a term of years, any 
part of the reservations of public ground in the 
City of Washington, together with the amend- 
ment reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and Mr. VARNUM was requested to take the Chair; 
and the amendment having been agreed to, the 
President resumed the Chair, and Mr. Varnom 
reported the bill with an amendment, which was 
considered in the Senate and agreed to, And on 
the question, Shall this bill be read a third time 
as amended? it was determined in the affirmative 


FRIDAY, June 26. 


T'he joint resolution requesting the President 
of the United States to recommend a day of pub- 


lie humiliation and prayer, having been reported 


by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a 
third time; and on motion, by Mr. German, it 
was recommitted toa select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon ; and Messrs. GOODRICH, 
Anverson, and BRADLEY, were appointed the 
committee. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
authorizing the issuing of Treasury notes,” was 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
and the bill was read a third time as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amended? 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 23, 
nays 8, as follows: 

Yuas-—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell 
Franklin, 


lor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 


Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 


Goodrich, Hunter, Lloyd, and Pope. 


of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Gaillard, Giles, Gregg, Howell, Lambert, 
Leib, Reed, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Tay- 


amendment. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
supplementary to ‘An act authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to raise certain compa- 
nies of rangers for the protection of the frontiers: 
of the United States,” were reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrosssed, and the bill was read 
the third time as amended, and the blanks filled. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 

The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to lease, fora term of years, any part 
of the reservations of public ground in the City 
of Washington, was reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, and read a third time and the 
blank filled. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be * An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to lease. fur a term of years, 
any part of the reservations of public ground ia 
the City of Washington.” 

Mr. Bayarp presented the memorial of the citi- 
zens of the town of Newcastle, in the State of 
Delaware, and its vicinity, praying Congress to 
direct measures for their defence, in their peculi- 
arly exposed situation.—Referred to the Secreta- 
ry for the Department of War, to consider and re- 
port thereon. 

Mr. Braptey presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of the State of Vermont, deprecating the 
horrors of war. and praying the removal of the 
restrictive system aod embargo; and the petition 
was read. 

“Mr. Smıru, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An act 
for imposing additional duties upon ail goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported from any for- 
eign port or place, and for other purposes,” re- 
ported the bill with amendments; and it was 
agreed that the consideration thereof be made the 
order of the day for Monday next. 

The Presipent communicateda letter from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, enclos- 
ing a report of the Commissioners for the district 
of Vincennes, made in pursuance of “ An act pro- 
viding for the sate of certain landsin the Indiana 
Territory, and for other purposes ;” and the letter 
aud report were read. 

The bill supplementary to the act fixing the 
Military Peace Establishmentof the United States 
was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon 5 and 
Messrs. Smita of Maryland, Frangi, and Bran- 
LEY, were appointed the committee. 


Sarornay, June 27. 

The Prestpent communicated the petition of 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and inbabitaats of New 
Orleans, praying the extension of a certain street 
in that city through the property of the United 
States, upon certain conditions ; and the petition 
was read. 

Mr. Saru, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill supplementary to 
the act fixing the Military Peace Establishment 
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of the United States, reported it with amend- | ments, and it was agreed that the bill be amended 
ments, which were considered as in Committee of | accordingly. 


June, 1812. 


the Whole, and agreed to; and the President re-} On the question, Shall this bil! be engrossed, 

ported the bill to the House accordingly. jand read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
On the question, Shall this bil} be engrossed | mined in the affirmative. ; 

and read a third time as amended? it was deter-; The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 

mined in the affirmative. Whole, the bill, entitled “An act giving validity 


A message from the House of Representatives | to the sale of certain tracts of public lands in the 
informed the Senate that the House do not con- ! Western district of the Territory of Orleans, now 
cur in the amendments of the Senate to the bill, | State of Louisiana ;” and no amendment having 
entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An act au- , been proposed, the bill was passed to the third 
thorizing the President of the United States to j reading. f l l 
raise certain companies of rangers for the protec- | The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Anna 
tion of the frontier of the United States.” i Young, heiress and representative of Col. John 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- | Durkee, deceased.” was resumed, as in Commit- 
ments to the bill, disagreed to by the House of | tee of the Whole; and no amendment having 
Representatives. į been proposed, it was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Anperson. that they re- | Mr. Dana made a report from the committee 
cede from their amendments to the said bill, it | on the bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the 
was determined in the negative—ycas 8, nays 18, į Trustees of Washington College :” Whereupon, 
as follows: f i the further consideration of the bill was postpon- 

Yuas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Campbell of | ed to the first Monday in December next. 5 
Tennessee, Pope, Robinson, Taylor, Varnum, and | On motion, by Mr. Greca, the bill, entitled An 
Worthington. act for the relief of Colonel Jonathan Williams,” 

Naxs—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, | was postponed to the first Monday in December 
Franklin; Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, | next. 

Gregg, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith of Ma- | 
ryland, Smith of New York, and Tait. | 


Monpay, June 29. 


On motion, by Mr. Franxutn, it was resolved 
The resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 


that the Senate adhere to their amendments to 
the said bill. Senate to pay Henry Miller and others fifty dol- 
Mr. Lem submitted the following motion for | lars each, was read the second time. 
consideration: | A message from the House of Representatives 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be di- Í 
rected to pay to Henry B. Joy, Henry Miller, und To- | a bill, entitled “ An act authoriziog the President 
bias Simpson, fifty dollars each, as an additional com- | of the United States to lease, for a term of years, 
pensation for their services during the present session. | any part of the reservations of ground in the City 
Mr. Grece presented fifteen memorials of a | of Washington, with an. amendment; in which 
large number of citizens of Cumberland county, | they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
in the State of Pennsylvania, deprécating a war | The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
with England, and praying the removal of the | Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
commercial restrictive system. , , act for imposing additional duties on all goods, 
Mr. ANDERSON, from the committee to whom | wares, and merchandise, imported from any for- 
was referred the resolution respecting a day of | eign port or place, and for other purposes,” toge- 
public humiliation and prayer, reported it amend- | ther with the amendments reported thereto by the 
ed ; and it was considered as in Committee of the | select committee; and Mr. GAILLARD was re- 
Whole, and agreed to. : quested to take the Chair. ‘ 
On the question, Shall it be engrossed and read | On the question to agree to the following 
a third time as amended? it was determined in | amendment: 
the affirmative. ; “Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the first 
Mr. A., also, from the committee to whom was | and second sections of the act, entitled “An act repeal- 
referred the bill, entitled “An act concerning in- | ing the act laying dutics on salt, and continuing in 
valid pensioners,” reported it with amendments. į force, for a further time, the first section of the act, en- 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the j titled “An act further to protect the commerce and 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act making an ap- | seamen of the United States against the Barbary Pow- 
propriation for the purpose of discharging all the 
outstanding claims for the construction and repair | same are hereby repealed :” 
of the Capitol and the Presidents house; forthe! It was determined in the negative—yeas 13 
compensation of the late Surveyor of the Public | nays 17, as follows: j i 


Buildings; and for furniture for the different!  Yyas— Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Condit, Cutts 
apartments of the Capitol, and for other pur- | German, Giles, Gilman, Lambert, Pein, Lloyd, Pope, 
poses,” together with amendments reported there- | Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 
o by the select committce ; and Mr. GREGG was; Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
equested to take the Chair; and, having agreed | of ‘I'ennessee, Crawford, Dana, Franklin, Gaillard, 
o the report, the Presipent resumed the Chair, į Goodrich, Howell, Hunter, Smith of New York, Tait, 
nd Mr. Gree reported the bill with amend- | Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

. w 


informed the Senate that the House have passed . 


ers,” passed the third day of March, 1807, be and the > 


-309 ` 


Juns, 1812. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Proceedings. 


SENATE. 


On the question, to agree to the following 
amendment: strike out “ one hundred,” section 1, 
line 3, it was determined in the negative—yeas 
13, nays 19, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Pope, Reed, and Smith, of Maryland. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of 
New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Wor- 
thington. i 

On the question to agree to the amendment 
proposed, to strike out the words “passing of this 
act,” section l, line 7, it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 15, nays 17, as follows: i 

Yuas—Messrs. Bayard, Brent, Dana, German, Giles, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Huntor, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Rope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, and Smith of New 
York. : 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

And, having disagreed to the report of the se- 
lect committee, the Presipentr resumed the Chair, 
and Mr. Gaitvarp reported the bill to the House 
without amendment. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
22, nays 10, as follows : 

Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Howell, Lambert, Leib, Pope, Rob- 
inson, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lloyd, and Reed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act to compensate for his 
services the President pro tempore of the Senate, 
acting as such when the office of Vice President 
of the United States shall be vacant ;” also, the 
bill, entitled “An act to facilitate the transfer of 
stock created under an act passed on the 10th of 
November, 1803 ;” in which bills they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 


Tuespay, June 30. 

The Presipen’r communicated a letter, signed 
William Duane, with a treatise on military tac- 
ties; and the letter was read. 

On motion, by Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, the 


morial of the citizens of Newcastle, inthe State 
of Delaware, and its vicinity, referred to him on 
the 26th instant; and the report was read. 

The Presipenralso communicated a statement 
of the proceedings of the citizens of New York, 
signed Henry Rutgers, chairman, approving the 
measures of Government at this eventful crisis; - 
which was read. ; i 

Mr. Tarr presented a copy of the resolution en- © 
tered into by citizens of Milledgeville and its vi- 
cinity, in the State of Georgia, expressing their 
confidence in the National Councils, and their de- 
termination to support the measures of Govern- 
ment; which was read. 

The bill. entitled “An act to facilitate the trans- 
fer of stock, created under an act passed the 10th , 
of November, 1803,” was read three times by unan- 
imous consent, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act to compensate for 
his services the President pro tempore of the 
Senate, acting as such when the office of Vice 
President of the United States shail be vacant,” 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill. supplementary to the act fixing the 
Military Peace Establishment of the United . 
States, having been reported by the committee 
| correctly engrossed, was read a third time and 
amended by unanimous consent, 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act respécting the pay of the Ar- 
my of the United States.” 

The bill, entitled “An act giving validity to the 
sale of certain tracts of publie land in the West- 
ern district of the Territory of Orleans, now State 
of Louisiana,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Anna 
Young, heiress and representative of Colonel 
John Durkee, deceased,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The resolution requesting the President of the 
United States to recommend a day of public hu- 
miliation and prayer, having been reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, was read the 
third time. 

On the question, Shall this resolution pass? it 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 
4, as follows: 

Yvas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Brent, Condit, 
Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, German, Giles, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Howell, Lambert, Lloyd, Robinson, Tait, Tuy- 
lor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 
| Naxs—Messrs. Bibb, Franklin, Gilman, and Smith 
! of New York. 

So the resolution passed as follows: 
“Tt being a duty peculiarly incumbent in a time of 


President was requested to acknowledge the re- | publie calamity and war, humbly and devoutly to ac- 
i “ ” { P = > À am 
ceipt of the “Hand Book for Infantry,” from | knowledge our dependence on Almighty God, and to 
William Duane. , i .  !implore his aid and protection : ‘Therefore, 
Mr. Ltoyp presented the memorial of the iu-] « Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
habitants of the town of Salem, ia the State of $ tives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 


Massachusetts, deprecating a war with Great 
Britain, and representing it peculiarly calamitous 
to them, in the exposed situation of their com- 
merce ; and the memorial was read. 

The Present communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of War, on the me- 


j sembled, That a joint committee of both Houses of 
| Congress wait on the President of the United States, 
and request that he recommend a day of public humili- 
ation and prayer, to be observed by the people of the 
United States, with religious solemnity and the offering 
of fervent supplications to Almighty God for the safety 
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and welfare of these States, his blessing on their arms 
and the speedy restoration of peace.” 


Ordered, That Messrs. ANDERSON and Goop- 
RICH be the committee on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House recede from 
their disagreement tc the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill, entitled, “An act supplementary to 
‘An act authorizing the President of the United 
States to raise certain companies of rangers for 
the protection of the frontier of the United States.” 
They have passed a bill, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to an act, entitled ‘An act giving further 
time to purchasers of public lands northwest of 
the river Ohio to complete their payments,” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed tu the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for imposing addi- 
tional duties upon all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported from any foreign port or place, and 
for other purposes,” was read the third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 9, as 
follows: 

Yxeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Howell, Lambert, Leib, Robinson, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnun, 
and Worthington. ' 

Naxs-—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles,. Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, and Lloyd. 

So it was resolved that this bill pass. 

The bill, entitled “An act confirming grants to 
lands in the Mississippi Territory, derived from 
the British Government of West Florida, not sub- 
sequently regranted by the Government of Spain 
or of the United States” was considered, as in 
Committee of the Whole; and no amendment 
having been proposed, it was ordered toa third 
reading. . : 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
making an appropriation for the purpose of dis- 
charging all the outstanding claims for the con- 
struction and repair of the Capitol and the Presi- 
dent’s house, for the compensation of the late Sur- 
veyor of the Public Buildings, and for furniture 
for the different apartments of the Capitol, and 
for other purposes,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act concerning in- 
valid pensioners,” together with the amendments 
reported thereto by the select committee, and Mr. 
VaRNUM was requested to take the Chair, and the 
amendments having been agreed to, the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Varnum reported the 
bill with amendments, which were considered in 
the Senate and agreed to. ae: 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

. The Senate took into consideration the amend- 


ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
authorizing the Presideat of the United States to 
lease, for a term of years, any part of the reserya- 
tions of public ground in the City of Washington ; 
and, resolved that they do not concur therein. 

The Senate resumed the resolution to authorize 
the Secretary of the Senate to pay Henry B. Joy 
and others fifty dollars each, as an additional com- 
pensation for their services during the present 
session. 

On the question, Shall this resolution be en- 
grossed ani read a third time? it was determined 
in the aflirmative. 

The following Message was received from the 
Preswent or tne Unirep Staves: 
| To the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States : 

With a view the better to adapt to the public service 

the volunteer force contemplated by the act passed on 


the sixth day of February, I recommend to the consid-* 


eration of Congress the expediency of making the re- 
quisite provision for the officers thereof being commis- 
sioned by the authority of the United States. 

Considering the distribution of the military forces of 
the United States required by the circumstances of our 
country, I recommend also to the consideration of Con- 
gress the expediency of providing for the appointment 
of an additional number of general officers, and of depu- 
ties in the adjutant’s, quartermaster’s, inspector’s, and 
paymaster’s departments of the army, and for the em- 
ployment, in cases of emergency, of additional engi- 
neers. JAMES MADISON. 

Juxx 30, 1812. 

The Message was read; and, referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs, Smiru of Maryland, ANDERSON, and GILES, 
were appointed the committee. 


Wennespay, July 1. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House recede from 
their amendment to. the bill, entitled “An act au- 
thorizing the. President of the United States to 
lease, for a term of years, any part of the reservas. 
tions of public ground in the City of Washington.” 
They disagree tothe first amendment of the Sen- 
ate to the bill, entitled “An act making an appra- 
priation for the purpose of discharging all the out- 
standing claims for the construction and repair of 
the Capitol and President’s house ; for the com- 
pensation of the late Surveyor of the Publie Build- 
ings; and for furniture for the different apartments 
of the Capitol, and other purposes,” and agree to 
the other amendment with an amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment to the bill making appropriations respect- 
ing the Capitol, mentioned as disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives in the last message: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That they recede from their first 
amendment, and agree to the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the other amend- 
ment to the said bill. 

The amendments to the bill. entitled “An act 
concerning invalid pensioners,” having been re- 
ported by the committee correctly engrossed, the 
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bill was read a third time asamended, and passed The bill from the House of Representatives 
-with amendments. entitled “An act fixing the time. of.the next meet- 


Mr. Leis, from the joint committee appointed | ing of Congress,” was read the second time. 


on the part of the Senate on the subject, reported 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 


-a resolution authorizing the President. of the sentatives, authorizing the President of the Sen- 


‘Senate and Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives to adjourn their respective Houses on the 
‘6th day of July instant, 

‘read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Lere also asked and obtained leave to re- 
port a bill fixing the time for the next meeting of 
Congress; and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

` The bill, entitled “An act giving further time 

to purchasers of public lands northwest of the 

river Ohio to complete their payments,” was 

read the second time, and referred to a select 
“ committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
| Messrs. Wontuineron, Frawxutn, and Bran- 
LEY, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act to compensate for 
his services the President, pro tempore, of the 
Senate, acting as such when the office of Vice 
i President of the United: States shall be vacant,” 
twas read the second time, and referred toa select 


| 


ate and Speaker of the House of Representatives 
to adjourn their respective Houses, was read'the 


` The resolution was ! second time. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the acts 
heretofore passed on the subject of a uniform 
tule of naturalization;”? a bill, entitled “An act 
supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act re- 
specting alien enemies ;” also, a bill. entitled “An 
act making a further appropriation for the defence 
of the maritime frontier, and for the support of 
the Navy of the United States;” in which bills 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills Jast mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Sarva, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred, on the 30th of June, the 
Message of the President of the United States of 
that date, reported a bill supplementary to the 


“eon mittee, to consider and report thereon ; and i act, entitled “An act authorizing the President of 


Messrs. SMITH, 


of New York, Bayarp, and | the United States to accept and organize certain 


“Smiru, of Maryland, were appointed the com- Í volunteer military corps ;” and the bill was read, 


mittee, 

‘On motion, by Mr. Smitu, of Maryland, the 
committee to whom was referred, on the 20th of 
November last, the memorial of the representa- 

`‘ tives of the religious society of Friends, of the 
“ yearly meeting held in Baltimore, were discharged 
“from the further consideration thereof. 

The resolution submitted on.the 27th of June 
. Was read a third time and passed, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Seaate be 
‘directed to pay to Henry B. Joy, Henry Miller, 
and Tobias Simpson, fifty dollars each, as an ad- 

“ditional compensation for their services during 
‘the present session. 

'_ The bill, entitled “An act concerning grants of 

~ lands in the Mississippi Territory, derived from 
the British Government of West Florida, not 
‘subsequently regranted by the British Govern- 
ment, of Spain, or of the United States,” was 

~ read a third time, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
-informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act fixing the time for the 
next meeting of Congress ;” also, a joint resolu- 
‘tion authorizing the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives to ad- 
journ their respective Houses on-Monday, the 6th 
day of July instant. 

The bill and resolution last mentioned were 
read, and passed to the second reading. 


Tuurspay, July 2. 

Mr. Worrutneton, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act giv- 
ing further time to purchasers of publie lands 
northwest of the river Ohio, to complete their 
payments,” reported it- without amendment. 


and passed to the second reading. 


Fripay, July 3. 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps,” was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
act, entitled ‘An act respecting alien enemies,” 
was read the second time, and referred toa select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Biss, Brapiey, and Bayarp, were ap- 
pointed the cummittee. 

The bill, entitled “An act making a further ap- 
propriation for the defence of the maritime fron- 
lier, and for the support of the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States,’ was read the’ second time, and re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon; and Messrs. FRANKLIN, Luoyp, 
and Smita, of Maryland, were appointed the 
committee, 

Mr. BRADLEY presented the memorial of the 
inhabitants of the town of Waterford, in_the 
State of Vermont, depreeating a war with Eng- 
land, and praying the removal of the commercial 
restrictive system. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
acts heretofore passed on the subject of an uni- 
form rule of naturalization,” was read the second 
time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to prohibit American ves- 
sels from proceeding to, or trading with, the ene- 
mies of the United States, and for other purpo- 
ses;” and a bill, entitled “An act making addi- 
tional appropriations for the Military Establish- 
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ment and for the Indian de 


Saturpay, July 4. 


The bill, entitled “An act to prohibit Ameri- 
can vessels from proceeding to, or trading with. 
the enemies of the United States, and for other 
purposes,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. 'layLor, FRANKLIN, and 
VARNUM. Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That, at the commencement of every ses- 
sion, in the absence of the Vice President, or when 
the office of Vice President shall be vacant, by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, the Senate shall elect a Pres- 
ident pro tempore. i 

The bili, entitled “An act for the relief of 
George Lyon,” was read the second time, and on 
motion, by Mr. Ler,” the further consideration 
thereof was postpuned to the first Monday in 
December next. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act giving further time to 
purchasers of public lands north west of the river 
Ohio to complete their payments ;” and Mr. Var- 
NUM Was requested to take the Chair; and, after 
debate, the Presipenr resumed the Chair; and 
Mr. Varnem reported the bill without amend- 
ment. 

On motion, by Mr. German, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed until the first 
Monday in November next, it was determined in 
the negative; and the bill was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill which originated in the House of 
Representatives, entitled “An act fixing the time 
for the next meeting of Congress,” was resumed. 
as in Committee of the Whole; and ordered to 
a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives i 
informed the Senate that the House have passed | Mr. Smren, of Maryland, from the committee 
a bill, entitled “An aet authorizing the President | to whom was referred the bill, entitled SAn act 
of the United States to accept and organize cer- | supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act author- 
tain volunteer military corps ;” also, a bill, enti- | izing the President of the United States to ac- 
tled “An act for the relief of George Lyon;” in| cept and organize certain volunteer military 
which bills they request the concurrence of the | corps,” reported it with an ameadment; which 

, Senate. ame was cousidered as in Committee of the Whole; 

The two bills last mentioned. were read, and|and Mr. ANDERSON was requested to take the 
passed to the second reading. ; Chair; and the Prestpent having resumed the 

The joint resolution which originated in the | Chair, Mr. ANDERSON reported the bill amended, 
House of Representatives, authorizing the Pres- | and it was agreed to in the Senate ; and the bill 

. ident of the Senate and Speaker of the Hoúse | was amended accordingly, and ordered to the 
of Representatives to adjourn their respective | third reading as amended. 
Houses on the 6th day of July, instant, was read| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
a third time, and concurred in. Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act to compensate 

Mr. Samira, of New York, from the committee | for his services the President pro tempore of the 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act | Senate, acting as such when the office of Vice 
to compensate for his services the President pro | President of the United States shall be vacant ;” 
tempore of the Senate, acting as such when the | and Mr: Varnum was requested to take the Chair; 
office of Vice President of the United States|and the President having resumed the Chair, Mr. 
shall be vacant,” reported it with an amendment. | Varnum reported the bill with an amendment. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, | On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
entitled “An act supplementary to the act, enti- | time as amended? it was determined in the affir- 
tled An act authorizing the President of the Uni- | mative. 
ted States to accept and organize certain volun-| The amendment to the bill last mentioned, hav- 
teer military corps,” was read the second time by | ing been reported by the committee correctly en- 
unanimous consent, and referred to the committee | grossed, the bill was read the third time as amend- 
appointed the 30th of June, on the Message of | ed by unanimous consent, and passed. 
the President of the United States of that date,]} A message from the House of Representatives 
to consider and report thereon. informed the Senate that the House have passed 

Mr. FRANKLIN, from the committee to whom | a bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the Secretary 
was referred the bill, entitled “Au act making a | of the Treasury to suspend the payment of certain 
further appropriation for the defence of the mar- | bills drawn by John Armstrong, late Minister ot 
itime frontier, and fur the support of the Navy | the United States at the Court of France, upon 
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the Treasury of the United States ;” a bill, enti- 
tled “ An act supplementary to the ‘ Act author- 
izing a loan for a sum not exceeding eleven mil- 
lions of dollars ;” and a bill, entitled “ An act 
authorizing a subscription for the old six per cent. 
and deferred stocks, and providing for an exchange 
of the same ;” in which bills they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. They have passed the 
bill from the Senate, entitled “ An act respecting 
the pay of the Army of the United States,” with 
an amendment, in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
last mentioned, and concurred therein. 

The three bills last brought up for concurrence 
were severally read by uvanimous consent; and 
it was agreed, by unanimous consent, that the 
bill, entitled “An act authorizing a subscription 
for the old six per cent. and deferred stocks, and 
providing for an exchange of the same,” be refer- 
red to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon ; and Messrs. TAYLOR, CAMPBELL of Ten- 
nessee, and Smrru of Maryland, were appointed 
the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Campnext, of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to lay before the Senate a 
copy of such discussions and correspondence rela- 
tive to British impressments of seamen {rom Ame- 
rican vessels, as may not have been heretofore 
communicated. 

On motion, the bill, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the acts heretofore passed on the sub- 


ject of an uniform rule of naturalization,” was re- | 


ferred to the committee to whom was referred the 

“bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the acl, 
‘entitled ‘An act respecting alien enemies,” to 
consider and report thereon. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act fixing the time for the next 
meeting of Congress,” was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 
the ‘ Act giving further time to pyrchasers of pub- 
lic lands northwest of the river Ohio to complete 
their payments,” was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Bigs, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act respecting alien ene- 
mies,” reported it with an amendment, which was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
Mr. ANDERSON was requested to take the Chair ; 
and the report having been agreed to, the Presi- 
dent resumed the Chair, and Mr. ANDERSON re- 
ported the bill with an amendment; and it was 
agreed that the bill be amended accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative, 

The amendment to the bi!l last mentioned hav- 
ing been reported by the committee correctly en- 
` grossed, the bill was read the third time as amend- 
ed by unanimous, consent, and passed with an 
amendment. 

Mr. Biss, from the same committee, reported 


| the bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
facts heretofore passed on the subject of an uni- 
| form rule of naturalization,” without amendment; 
lard the bill was resumed as in Committee of the 
| Whole, and Mr. Lerm was requested to take the 
; Chair; and, no amendment having been proposed, 
the President resumed the Chair, and Mr, Lars 
| reported the bill withont amendment, and it was 
| ordered to the third reading. 
; On motion, the hill was, by unanimous consent, 
read a third time, and passed. l 
The bill, entitled “An act making additional 
| Appropriations for the Military Establishment and 
j or the Indian department, for the year 1812,” 
was read the second time, and resumed as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole; and Mr. Sura, of Mary- 
land, was requested to take the Chair; and, no 
i amendment having been proposed, the President 
resumed the Chair, and Mr. Surra, of Maryland, 
reported the bill without amendment, and it was 
ordered to a third reading. : 

On motion, the bill was read a third time by 
unanimous consent, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to suspend the payment of 
certain bills drawn by Jubn Armstrong, late Min- 
‘ ister of the United States at the Court of France, 

upon the Treasury of the United States,” was 
read the second time by unanimous consent. 
The bill, enutled “An act supplementary to 
| the act authorizing a loan for a sum not exceed- 
ing eleven millions of dollars,” wasread the second 
| time by unanimous consent. 


| Sunpay, July 5. 
| A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 

a bill, entitled * An act for the safe-keeping and 
accommodation of prisoners of war ;” and a bill, 

entitled “An act making further provision for the 
j Army of the United States, and for other pur- 

poses ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate, 

The two bills last mentioned were twice read 

i by unanimous consent. 
The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
; Supplementary to ihe act, entitled ‘An act author- 
izing the President of the United States ‘to ae- 
cept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps,” having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amended? 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 14, 
nays 6, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibh, Brent, Condit, 
Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Robin- 
son, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, and Varnum. 
!  Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Gilman, Goodrich, Leib, 
| Lloyd, and Smith of Maryland. 

So it was resolved, that this bil! pass with an 
amendment. 
| On motion, by Mr. Saurrn, of Maryland, the 


bill, entitled “An act making further provision 
for the Army of the United States. and for other 
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purposes,” was referred to a select committee toi 
consider and report thereon; and Messrs. SMITH, ! 
of Maryland, Anperson, and TayLor, were ap- . 
pointed the committee, 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from the committee - 
last mentioned, reported the bill without amend- , 
ment. ; 

The motion made yesterday, by Mr. Suir, of | 
Maryland, on the mode of electing the President : 
pro tempore of the Senate, was resumed; and, - 
on motion, by Mr. Taytor, the further consider- | 
ation thereof was postponed to the first Monday į 
in November next. | 

Mr. Taycor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act authorizing a 
subscription for the old six per cent. and deferred 
stocks, and providing for an exchange for the | 
same,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Taytor, from the committee to whom 
was referred the Lill, entitled “An act to prohibit 
American vessels from proceeding to, or trading 
with, the enemies of the United States, and for 
other purposes,” reported it with amendments, 
which were considered as in Committee of the 


Proceedings. 


Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act supplementary 
to the ‘Act authorizing a loan for a sum not ex- 
ceeding eleven anillions of dollars;?? and Mr. 


, Varnum was requested to take the Chair; and 
no amendment having been proposed. the Presi- . 


dent resumed the Chair, and Mr. Varnum re- 


, ported the bill without amendment ; and, on, mo- 


lion, by Mr. Smita, of Maryland, the bill was 
amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The amendment io the bill last mentioned 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time by unaui- 
mous consent; and was further amended by con- 
sent, and passed with amendments. 


On motion, by Mr. Varnum, the committee to : 


whom was referred, on the 15th June, the memo- 
rial of Charles W. Goldsborough and others, were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and it was postponed to the first Monday in No- 
vember next. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing a sub- 


Whole; and Mr. ANDERSON was requested to | scription for the old six per cent.,and deferred 
take the Chair, and the amendments were in part | stocks, and providing for an exchange of the 


agreed to; and the President having resumed the 
Chair, on motion the Senate adjourned. 


Mownnay, July 6. 


On motion, by Mr. Goopricn, the committec 
to whum were referred the memorial of How- 
ard, Fitch, and Lloyd, of New York, and of 
Boardman and Pope, of Boston, were discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion, by Mr. LLoyn, the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Jonathan 

. Grout, were discharged from the further consid- 

eration thereof, and it was referred-to the Sec- 
retary for the Department of War, to consider 
and report thereon. . 
. The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to prohibit 
American vessels from proceeding to, or trading 
with, the enemies of the United States, and for 
other purposes;” and Mr. ANDERSON was re- 
quested to take the Chair. 

On motion, by Mr. Luoyp, to strike out, from 
section three, lines one and two, the words “.and 
the armed forces of the same:” it was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 1, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Anderson, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, How- 
ell, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Smith of 
New York, Tait, and Taylor. 

Nax—Mr. Varnum. 

And the bill having been further amended, the 
President resumed the Chair, and Mr. ÅNDER- 
son reported the bill with amendments, which 
were considered in Senate and agreed to. 

The amendments to the bill last mentioned 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time by unani- 
mous consent, and passed with amendments. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


same,” was resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole; and no amendment having been pro- 
posed, it was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion, the bill last mentioned was read a 
third time by unanimous consent, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole. the bill, entitled “An act making further 
provision for the Army of the United States, and 
for other purposes,” and Mr, FRANELIN was re- 
quested to take the Chair; and, on motion, by 
Mr. Surru, of Maryland, the bill was amended. 

The Presipent resumed the Chair, and Mr. 
Frankin reported the bill with an amendment. 

On the question to agree to the amendment 
made in.Committee of the Whole, to wit: “to 
strike out the first section,” it was determined in 
the negative—yeas 11, pays 11, as follows: 

Yeras—Messrs. Crawford, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Tait, 
and Taylor. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, How- 
ell, Smith of New York, and Varnum. 


And no further amendment having been pro- 
posed, the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill was then read a third time by unani- 
mous consent, and passed—yeas 12, nays 10, as 
follows: ; 

Ysas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Cutts, Franklin, Howell, Robin- 
son, Smith of New York, Tait and Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs, Crawford, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, and 
Taylor. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to suspend the pay- 
ment of certain bills drawn by John Armstrong, 
late Minister of the United States at the Court 
of France, upon the Treasury of the United 
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States;” and Mr. Anperson was requested to| Mr. Rosinson, from the committee, reported 
take the Chair; and no amendment having been | that they had waited on the President of the Uni- 
proposed, the President resumed the Chair, and | ted States, whe informed them that he had-no far- 
Mr. ANDERSON reported the bill without amend- | ther communications to make to the two Houses 
meat, and it was ordered to a third reading. ! of Congress. 
The bill was then read a third time by unani- | Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House 
mous consent, and passed. i of Representatives that the Senate, having fiù- 
On motion, .by Mr. TAyLor, the committee to | ished the legislative business before them, are 
‘whom was referred the joint resolution author- | about to adjourn. : 
izing the President of the United States to cause| Agreeably to the joint resolution, the Prast- 
an accurate census of the inhabitants of the Mis- | pent then adjourned the Senate, to meet on the 
sissippi Territory to be taken,.were discharged | first Monday in November next. : 
from the further consideration thereof, and it 


postponed to the first Monday in November next. 
On motion, by Mr. Tayxor, the committee to 
‘whom: was referred the bill in addition to the act, 
entitled “An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
‘An act concerning the commercial. intercourse 
between the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and „their dependencies, and for other 
purposes, were discharged from the further con- 
sideration-thereof, and it. was postponed to the first 
Monday in November. next, 

-The ‘Presipent communicated a letter from 
Colonel- Alexander Smyth, transmitting. to the 
‘Benate the first copy of an edition of “ Regula- 
tions for the field exercise, manœuvres, and con- 
duct, of the Infantry of the United States ;” and 
the letter was read. 


EXECUTIVE PROCEEDINGS. 


Saturpay, June 20, 1812, 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Harper and Mr. Fisx, two of their mem- 


bers—Mr: Harper, chairman: 


Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
have passed a “resolution authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to issue a proclamation 
to the inhabitants of the British American Con- 
tinental Provinces,” in which they request the 
concurrence of the Senate, 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved oy the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Uniled States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That in case it shall be deemed necesgary, 
in order to vindicate the just rights, or to secure the 
safety of the United States, to invade the provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia,and New Bruns- 
wick, or cither of them, the President of the United 
States be and he hereby is authorized and empowered 
to issue a proclamation, addressed to the inhabitants of 
said provinces, assuring them, in the name of the peo- 
ple of these States; that in case the said provinces, or 
any of them, shall come into the possession of this 
Government, the inhabitants of such province or pro- 
aud Messrs. ROBINSON and ANDERSON were ap- | vinces shall be secured and protected in the full enjoy- 
pointed a committee on the part of the Senate. | ment of their lives, liberty, property, and religion, in 

The following Message was received from the | as full and ample manner as the same are secured to 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES: the people of the United States by their constitutions; 
To the Senate of the United States : and that the said proclamation be promulgated and 

I transmit to the Senate copies and extracts of doc- | circulated, in the manner which, in the opinion of the 
-uments in the archives of the Department of State, | President, shall be best calculated to give it general 
falling within the purview of their resolution of the | publicity. 
fourth instant, on the subject of British impressments Ordered; That the resolution pass to a second 
from American vessels. The information, though vo- reading. 
luminous, might heve been enlarged with more time 
for research and preparation. In some instances it 
might, at the same time, have been abridged, but for 
the difficulty of separating the matter extraneous to 
the immediate object of the resolution. 

JAMES MADISON, 


Six o'clock in the Evening. 

‘A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a resolution for the appointment of a joint com- 
„mittee to wait on the President of the United 
States and notify him. of the intended recess, and 
have, appointed:a committee on their part, in 
-which:they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

‘The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
Aion: from the House of Representatives for the 
appointment of a joint committee to wait on the 

. «President of the United States, and notify him 
of the intended. recess, and concurred: therein, 


Monpay, June 22. 


The resolution from the House of Representa- 
tives, “authorizing the President of the United 
States to issue a proclamation to the inhabitants 
of the British American Continental Provinces,” 
was read the sceond time. and referred to a select 
committce, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Messrs, ANDERSON, SMITH, of 
Maryland, Samira, of New York, Dana,and Var- 
NUM, be the committee. 


Jouy 6, 1812. 


The Message and documents were read, and 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House, having fin- 
ished the business before them, are about to ad- 
journ. 
L2th Con. 1st Sess.—11 


PEE DEE a a tc 


Wenpnespay, June 24. 


To the Senate of the United States : 


I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of | 
War, complying with their resolution of the 19th inst. 


JAMES MADISON. 
JUNE 23, 1812. 


The Message and report were read. 


Mr. Anorrson, from the committee to whom 
was referred the resolution from the House of 
Representatives, authorizing the President of the 
United States to issue a proclamation to the in- 


habitants of the British American Contivental 
Provinces, reported it without amendment. 


Tuunrspay, June 25. 


The resolution from the House of Representa- 


tives, authorizing the President of the United 


States to issue a proclamation to the inhabitants 


Mississippi Territ 


| Senate, and that the bill be considered confiden- 
tially. 

; The bill last brought up for concurrence was 

read, as follows: 

“An Act authorizing the President to take possession 


į 
| of a tract of country lying south of the Mississippi ` 


| ‘Territory and of the State of Georgia, and for other 

| purposes. 

] « Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

| sentatives of the United States of Americain Con- 
gress assembled, That the President be and he is here- 
by authorized to occupy and -hold, the whole or any 

| part of East Florida, including Amelia Island, and 

i also those parts of West Florida which are not now in 


į possession and under the jurisdiction of the United | 


| States. 
| “Src. 2. And be it Jurther enacleg, That, for tho 


| purpose of occupying and holding the country afore- 
| said, and of affording protection to the inhabitants, 


of the British American Continental Provinces, | under the authority of the United States, the President 


was resumed as in Committee of the Whole; 
GAILLARD was requested to take the | 
Chair. And, after debate, the PRESIDENT resum- i 


and Mr. 


ed the Chair, and Mr. GasLuarp reported, that the 
Senate, as ia Committee of the Whole, do not 
concur in the resolution ; and, on the question to 
agree to the report of the Committee of the 
Whole, on motion by. Mr. Bran, it was agreed 
„that the question be aken by yeas and nays. 

On motion. by Mr. ANDERSON, to recommit the 
original resolution for the purpose of amendment, 
it was determined in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the report of the 

Committee of the Whole, it passed in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 18, nays 13, as follows: 
.. Yeas—~Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Brent, . Condit, 
Dana, Franklin, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Hun- 
ter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Popo, Recd, Smith of Ma- 
ryland, and Smith of New York. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, ‘Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Howell, Robinson, 
‘Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

So it was Resolved, That the Senate do not 
concur in the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


emer 


Frivay, June 26. 


-On motion, by Mr. SMITH, of Maryland, a com- 
Mittee was appointed, to consist of two members, 


to notify the House of Representatives that the | 
Senate do not concur in the resolution authoriz- | 
| thereon. 


ing the President of the United States to issue a 


proclamation to the inhabitants of the British | i 
! BAYARD, and Biss, be the committee. 
of Maryland, andMr. Varnom, were appointed the | 


American Continental Provinces ; and Mr. Smita 


committee. 
A message from the House of Representatives 


members: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill, entitled “An act authorizing 
the President to take possession of a tract of coun. 


! may employ such parts of the military and naval force 
| of the United States as he may deem necessary. 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, for de- 
; fraying the necessary expenses, one hundred thousand 
"dollars are hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 


moneysin the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, : 


| and to be applied to the purposes aforesaid, under the 
! direction of the President. i 
“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, until 


' further provision shall be made by Congress, the Pres- - 


i ident shall be and he hereby is empowered to establish 


of which shall be vested in such person and persons as 


may direct : 


| the inhabitants the enjoyment of their personal rights, 


their religion,-and their property: And provided, also, : 


That the section of country herein designated, that is 
situated to the Eastward of the river Perdido, may be 
the-subject of further negotiation.” : . 


Ordered, That it pass to a second reading. 


Saturpay, June 27. - 
The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act authorizing the President to take 
possession of a tract of country lying south of 
the Mississippi Territory and of the State of Geor- 
gia, and for other purposes,” was read the second 


sist of five members, to consider and report 


Ordered, That Messrs. Tart, Braptey, Gies, 


i ‘Tuespay, June 30. 
by Messrs, Mrroniuy and Haut, two of their! 
į referred the biH from the House of Representa- 


Mr. Tarr, from the committee to whom was 


tives, entitled “An act authorizing the President 
to take possession of a tract of country lying 
south of the Mississippi Territory and of the State 


i he may appoint, and be exercised in such manner ashe : 
Provided, That he shall take due care ' 
! for the preservation of social order, and for securing to |} 


within the country he may acquire by this act, a tem- ij 
porary government, the civil and military authorities ‘| 


time, and referred to a select committee, to con- li 
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of Georgia, a 
bill without amendment. 


Wronespay, July 1. 


Mr. Smita, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

That the Secretary of War be directed to lay before 
the Senate, in confidence, returns of the volunteers 
who may have offered their services under the act for 
raising fifty thousand volunteers, particularizing the 
States in which the volunteers reside. 


Mr. GAILLARD was requested to take the Chair; 
and the bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled ‘An act authorizing the President to take 
possession of a tract of country lying south of the 
Mississippi Territory and of the State of Georgia, 
and for other purposes,” was resumed, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and the 
instructions of the President of the United States 
on the subject, communicated by the committee 
to whom the said bill was referred, were read ; 
and a motion for amendment was submitted by 
Mr. Crawrorp ; and, after debate, on mation, by 
Mr. Smita, of Maryland, the further considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 


Tuurspay, July 2. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, en- 
tided “An act authorizing the President to take 
possession of a tract of country lying south of the 
Mississippi Territory and of the State of Georgia, 
and for other purposes,” was resumed, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and Mr. 
GAILLARD was requested to take the Chair. 

On motion by Mr. Crawrorp, he was permit- 
ee to amend his motion, made yesterday, as fol- 

ows: 


“And be it further enacted, That if the United 
_ States, in the prosecution of the present war against 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
should obtain possession of the British provinces in 
North America, or either of them, that the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
empowered to establish within the same a temporary 
government; and the military, civil, and judicial pow- 
ers thereof, shall be vested in such person and persons, 
and be exercised in such manner as he may direct, for 
the protection and maintenance of the inhabitants of 
such province or provinces, in the full enjoyment of 
their property, liberty, and religion: Provided, That 
the principles upon which such temporary government 
shall be established, shall form no obstacle to the resto- 
ration of peace between the two nations.” 

And, on motion to agree to the amendment, it ; 
‘was determined in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays | 
10, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Caħpbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, i 
Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robin- i 
son, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Naxys—Messrs. Bayard, German, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Smith of Maryland, 
and Smith of New York. 

On motion, by Mr. Tarr, to amend the bill as 
follows: 


. “And be it further enacted, That this act be not 
printed or published, unless directed by the President 
of the United States; any law or usage to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” 


On the question to agree to this amendment, it 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 
7, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, 
Brent, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, 
Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, 
Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Naye—Meessrs. German, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, 
Hunter, Lambert, and Lloyd. 

The Presipenr resumed the Chair, and Mr. 
GatLuarp reported the bill, amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass to a third 
reading, as amended ? it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 15, nays 13, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessec, Condit, Crawford, Gaillard, Howell, Leib, 
Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worth- 
ington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, Franklin, German, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Horacy, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Pope, Smith of Maryland, and Smith of New York. 


Frinay, July 3. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
authorizing the President to take possession of a 
tract of country lying south of the Mississippi 
Territory and of the State of Georgia, and for 
other purposes,” were reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed; and the bill was read the 
third time, as amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, to postpone the 
further consideration thereof to the first Monday 
in November next; it was determined in the neg- 
ative—yeas 14, nays 16, as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, and Smith of New 
York. 

¥xnas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Howell, Leib, Robinson, ‘lait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed ? it was determined in the negative—yeas 14, 
nays 16, as fullows: 

YVras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Rob- 
inson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, and 
Smith of New York. 

So it was Resolved, That the Senate do not 
concur in the said bill. 

On motion, a committee was appointed to con- 
sist of two members, to notify the House of Rep- 
resentatives accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, and 
Mr. Lets, be the committee. 


PROCEEDINGS 


or 


AND DEBATES 


THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE TWELFTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY OF 


WASHINGTON, 


Monpay, November 4, 1811. 

This being the day appointed by a. proclama- 
tion of the President of the United States, of the 
twenty-fourth day of July last, for the meeting 
of Congress, the following members of the House 
of Representatives appeared, produced their cre- 
dentials, and took their seats, to wit: 

. From New Hampshire—Josiah Bartlett, Samuel 
Dinsmoor, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, and George 
Sullivan, : 

From Massachusetts—Ezekiel Bacon, Abijah Bige- 
low, Elijah Brigham, William Ely, Isaiah L. Green, 
. Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Ebenezer Seaver, Sam- 


uel Taggart, Peleg Tallman, Charles Turner, junior, 


Laban Wheaton, and:Leonard, White. 
From Rhode Island—Richard Jackson, junior. 
From Connecticut—Epaphroditus Champion, John 
Davenport, junior, Lyman Law, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
“Timothy Pitkin, junior, Lewis B. Sturges, and Benja- 
amin Tallmadge. 
From Vermont—Martin Chittenden, James Fisk, 
Samuel Shaw, and William Strong. 
_ . From New York—Danicl Avery, Harmanus Bleecker, 
` Thomas B. Cooke, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thomas 
R. Gold, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Arunah Metcalf, 
Samuel L. Mitchill, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, 
‘Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Silas Stow,. Uri 
‘Tracy, and Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior. 

From New Jersey—Adam Boyd, Lewis Condit, 
Jacob Hufty, James Morgen, and Thomas Newbold. 

From Pennsylvania—William Anderson, David 

- Bard, Robert Brown, William Crawford, Roger Davis, 
William Findley, John M. Hyneman, Joseph Lefever, 
Aaron Lyle, James Milnor, William Piper, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, 
George Smith, and Robert Whitehill. 

-From Delaware—Henry M. Ridgely. 

From Marylond—Stevenson Archer, Joseph Kent, 
Peter Little, Alexander McKim, Samuel Ringgold, and 
Robert Wright. 

From Virginia—Burwell Bassett, James Brecken- 
sidge, William A. Burwell, Matthew Clay, John Daw- 
son, Peterson Goodwyn, Aylett Hawes, John P. Hun- 
gerford, Joseph Lewis, junior, William McCoy, Hugh 
Nelson, Thomas Newton, James Pleasants, junior, 
John Randolph, John Roane, Daniel Sheffey, John 
Smith, and Thomas Wilson. 
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i From North Carolina—Willis Alston, William 
i Blackledge, Thomas Blount, William R. King, Na- 
| thaniel Macon, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, and 
| Richard Stanford. 

| From South Carolina—William Butler, Langdon 
Cheves, Elias Earle, William Lowndes, Thomas Moore, 
and David R. Williams. 

From Georgia—William W. Bibb, Howell Cobb, 
Bolling Hall, and George M. Troup. 

From Kentucky—Henry Clay, Joseph Desha, Rich- 
ard M, Johnson, Samuel McKee, Anthony New, and 
Stephen Ormsby. s 

From Tennessee—Felix Grundy, and John Rhea. 

From Ohio—Jeremiah Morrow. - 

From Mississippi Territory—George Poindexter, 
Delegate. « 

. From Indiana Territory—Jonathan Jennings, Del- 
egate. 

And a quorum, consisting of a majority of the 
whole number of members, being present, the 
House proceeded, by ballot, to the choice of a 
Speaker; and, upon examining the ballots, it ap- 
peared that Henry Cray, one of the Representa- 
tives for the State of Kentucky, was duly elected ; 
Whereupon, 

Mr. CLay was conducted to the Speaker’s chair, 
and the oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States, as prescribed by the act, entitled 
“An act to regulate the time and manner of ad- 
ministering certain oaths,’ was administered to 
| him by Mr. Finpey, one of the members for the 
i State of Pennsylvania; after which, he made his 
j acknowledgments to the House, in the following 

words: 

“ GENTLEMEN: In coming to the station which you 
have done me the honor to assign me—an honor for 
which you will be pleased to accept my thanks—I obey 
rather your commands than my own inclination. Tam 
sensible of the imperfections which Í bring along with 
me, and a consciousness of these would deter me from 
attempting a discharge of the duties of the Chair, did 
I not rely, confidently, upon your generous support. 

Should the rare and delicate occasion present itself, 

: when your Speaker shall be called upon to check or 
: control the wanderings or intemperance in debate, your 
justice will I hope, ascribe to his interposition the mo- 
tives only of public good and a regard to the. dignity 
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present. i 
GEORGE POINDEXTER, and JONATHAN JENNINGS, | 
having also appeared, and produced their creden- 
tials as the delegates from the Mississippi and In- 
diana Territories of the United States, the oath! 
was administered to them by the Speaker. 
` The House proceeded, by ballot, to the choice | 
of a Clerk, and, upon examining the ballots, it 
appeared that Parrick Macroper was duly 
elected, and the oath, together with the oath of 
office, administered by the Speaker to the Clerk. | 

Tuomas Dunn was then re-elected Segeant-at- 
Arms, and Thomas Cxiaxtron Doorkceper, with- 
out opposition. Bensamin Burcu was also cho- 
sen Assistant Doorkeeper. 

The usual messages were interchanged with 
the Senate on the subject of their being formed 
and ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Mircainy and Mr. Pirkin were appointed 
a committee on the part of the House, jointly 
with the committee appointed on the part of the 
Senate, to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses is assembled, and ready to receive any 
communications he may be pleased to make to 
them. 

Mr. MirtcaiLt, from the joint committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the President of the United 
States, reported that the committee hag performed 
the service assigned to them, and that the Presi- 
dent answered, that he would make a communi- 
cation to Congress to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 


Tussvay, November 5. 


Several other members, to wit: ABNER Lacock, 
from Pennsylvania ; Jonn Baxer, from Virginia ; 
and Ricuarp Winn from South Carolina, ap- 
peared, produced their credentials, were qualified, 
and took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, the Clerk of the 
House was directed to procure newpapers from 
any number of offices that the members may 
elect, provided, that the expense do nut exceed 
the amount of three daily papers. | 

A Message was received from the PRESIDEN’ or ! 
TEE Unrren States, by Mr. Cores, his Secretary, 
who delivered the same and withdrew. [For 
which see Senate proceedings of this date, ante 
page 11.) 

The Message having been read, and the docu- | 
ments accompanying it in part, an adjournment 
was called for, and carried. 


Wepnespay, November 6. 

Two other members, to wit: Mesnack FRANK- 
its, from North Carolina, and Jonn C. CALHOUN, 
from South Carolina, produced their credentials, 
were qualified, and took their seats. 


Tuurspay, November 7. 


Another member, to wit: LEMUEL Sawyer, 
from North Carolina, appeared, produced his cree 
dentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

A motion was made by Mr. Mitcaict, that the 
House do now proceed to the appointment of the 
several standing committees, pursuant to the 
rules and orders of the House. 

A division of the question on the motion was 
called for by Mr. Burwe.t, so as to take the 
question separately,on the appointment of the 
Committee of Elections. And the question on 
the appointment of the Committee of Elections 
being taken, was resolved in the aflirmative. 

Mr. Finney, Mr. Macon, Mr. Sturees, Mr. 
Troup, Mr. Pueasants, Mr. Emort, and Mr. 
Fisx, were then appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Dawson, the residue of the 
motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Burwe.e presented a petition of John 

‘aliaferro, complaining of the undue election 
and illegal return of Joun P. Huneerrorp, to 
serve as one of the Representatives for the State 
of Virginia, and praying that investigation of the 
said election may take place, and that such deci- 
sion may be had thereon as in the wisdom of the 
House may appear proper.— Referred to the Com- 
mittee of Blections. 


Fripay, November &. 

Another member, to wit: Jonn Sevier, from 
Tennessee, appeared, produced his credentials, 
was qualified, and took his seat. ` 

On motion of Mr. Jenninas, the memorial of 
the Legislature of the Indiana Territory, presented 
the twenty-first of January last, was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Rueca, the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the Territory of Louisiana, pre- 
sented the 6th of January, 1810, was referred toa 
select committee. 

Mr. Rusa, Mr. Lye, and Mr. Jackson, were 
appointed the committee. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting two letters to the 
Department of State, one from the present Plen- 
ipotentiary of France, the other from his prede- 
cessor, Which were not included among the doc- 
uments accompanying the Message of the fifth 
instant, the translation of them being not then 
completed. The Message and documents were 


‘read, ordered to lie on the table, and five thou- 


sand copies ordered to be printed for the use of 
the members. 

A motion was made by Mr. Bacon, that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 


| 
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suspending the operation of the several acts of limita- 
tion, so far as they. now operate to bar the payment of 
the following description of claims against the United 
States, to wit: First, loan office certificates. Second, 
indents for interest on the public debt. Third, final 
settlement certificates. Fourth, commissioners’ cer- 
tificates.. Fifth, army certificates. Sixth, credits given 
in lieu of army certificates cancelled. Seventh, credits 
for the pay of the Army for which no certificates were 
issued. Eighth, invalid pensions. Ninth, lost or de- 
stroyed certificates. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Davenport, it was re- 
solved, that two Chaplains, of different denomin- 
ations, be appointed to Congress for the present 


‘session, one by each House, who shall inter- 


change weekly. 
-Mr. Reep presented a petition of William 
Dean, of Salem, merchant, praying permission to 


‘import from Great Britain sundry goods, wares, 


and merchandise, the property of the petitioner, 
which had been ordered by him previous to the 
passage of the non importation act of the second 
of March last.—Referred to the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The House proceeded to consider the motion 
of Mr. Mitrom, of yesterday, for the appoint- 
ment of the several standing committees of the 
House, and agreed thereto; whereupon the fol- 
lowing committees were appointed. 

Committee of Ways and Means—Mr. Bacon, 
Mr. Cueves, Mr. Smite, Mr. Bier, Mr. Bur- 
weuL, Mr. Jounson, and Mr, Prrxin. - 

Committee of Commerce and Manufacturcs— 
Mr. Newron, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Mrrenriy, Mr. 
McKim, Mr. Tatumapes, Mr. Seyperv, and Mr. 
TALLMAN. 

Committee of Claims—Mr. Basser, Mr. Bor- 
LER, Mr. Saaw, Mr. Brown, Mr. Mosevey, Mr. 
Sranvorvp, and Mr. ARCHER.’ 

Committee on the Public Lands—Mr. Mor- 
row. Mr. McKer, Mr. Gorp, Mr. BRECKENRIDGE. 


merchants.in the city of New York, to the same 


Monpay, November 11. 


Several other members, to wit: Wituiam 
Wiocery, from Massachusetts; Groner C. Max- 
WELL, from New Jersey ; and Parir B. Key, and 
Paie Sruart, from Maryland; appeared, pro- 
duced their credentials, were qualified, and took 
their seats. ; 

Mr. Seyperv presented a petition of sundry 
merchants of Philadelphia, praying permission to 
import, from Great Britain, sundry bard wares, the 
property of the petitioners which were ordered 
previous to the passage of the non-importation act 
of the second of March last. 

Mr. MITCHILL presented a petition from sundry 


effect with the petition last stated. 

Mr. PITKIN presented a petition of Dwight 
Woolsey and Company, and William W. Wool- 
sey and Company, merchants, of New Haven, in 
Connecticut, to the same effect with the foregoing. 

Mr. Quincy presented a petition of Samuel R. 
Miller and Company, merchants, of Boston, also 
to the same effect with the foregoing. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be severally 
referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. Ranea, the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads were instructed to report 
a bill authorizing the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives to frank the President’s 
Message and accompanying documents, transmit- 
ted to both Houses of Congress at the opening of 
the present session, notwithstanding the same may 
weigh more than two ounces. 

The House procecded to consider the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Bacon, on the cighth instant; and 
it was concurred in by the House. 

On motion of Mr. WinaErRy, a committee was 


Mr. BLACKLEDGE, Mr. Boy, and Mr. Smira, of | appointed to consider the expediency of altering 


Pennsylvania. 
Committee for the District of Columbia—Mr. 


' Lewis, Mr. Rinceo.p, Mr. Piper, Mr. Pearson, 


Mr. Bager, Mr. Stow, and Mr. ORMSBY. 
Committee onthe Post Office and Post Roads— 


Mr. Rusa, Mr. Porter, Mr. Lyre, Mr. Dins- 


MooR, Mr. Taggart, Mr. Porter, Mr. Law, Mr. 
CHITTENDEN, Mr. Hurry. Mr. Rineery, Mr. 
Kent, Mr. Suerrey, Mr. Kine, Mr. Harve, Mr. 
Hatt, of Georgia, Mr. Desna, and Mr. Morrow. 

Committee of Revisal and Unfinished Busi- 
ness—-Mr. Spypert, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. ELY. 

Committee of Accounts—Mr. Turner, Mr. 
Buount, and Mr. LITTLE. 

On motion of Mr. Dawson, a committee was 
appointed to bring ina bill for the apportionment 
of Representatives among the several States, de- 
cording to the third enumeration. 

Mr. Dawson, Mr. Wititams, Mr. GRUNDY 


the term of the District Court of the United States 
for the District of Maine, from the first to the 
second Tuesday in September; with leave to re- 
port by bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. Wipcery, Mr. Harper, and Mr. Srur- 
GES, Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, presented a bili to authorize the 
transportation of certain documents, free of post- 
age; which was read twice, amended, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and read the third time to-day 3 
which was subsequently done, and the bill passed. 


Tousspay, November 12. 
REFERENCE OF THE MESSAGE. 
Mr. Smitie, after some appropriate prefatory 


observations, moved that the House resolve itself 
intoa Committee of the Whele on thestate of the 
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Union, in order to take into consideration the 
Message of the President of the United States, at 
the opening of the session. 

The motion being agreed to, the House accord- 
ingly went intoa Committee of the Whole, when, 


Mr. Sari submited to the consideration of 
the Committee the following resolutions, viz: 

1. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mos- 
sage as relates to the subject of our forcign relations, 
be referred to a sclect committee. 

2. That so much as relates to the measures of public | 
defence demanded by the present crisis, be referred to 
a select committee. 

3. That so much as relates to the revenue and the | 
provisions necessary for the service of the ensuing year, 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

4. That so much as relates to the evasions and in- 
fractions of our commercial laws, be referred to the 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

5. That so much as relatesto foreign trading licenses, 
and to the protection of manufactures and navigation, 
be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Man- 
ufactures. 

6. That so much as relates to the Spanish American’ 
Colonies, he referred to a select committee. 

The resolutions being read, they were taken up 
separately, and agreed to, without opposition, ex- 
cept that when the sccond was under considera- 
tion, Mr. Dawson expressed an opinion that the 
subjects embraced in that resolution would be 
better in the hands of two or three committees; 
but Mr. Smilie assigning as a reason for commit- 
ting the entire subject of defence to one commit- 
tee, that they would have it in their power to 
take a view of the whole ground, aud act accord- 
ingly, it was agreed to. 

Ail the resolutions being adopted— 

Mr. SmıLıs moved that the committee rise and 
report the resolutions to the House. 

r. RANDOLPH was opposed to this motion. It 
would be readily conceived, he said, that it is no 
easy matter for one who has had an opportunity 
of seeing the resolutions which form the basis of 
the proposed report, to take in,as they are read by 
the Clerk, the whole of their scope and bearing. 
He believed it had been thé common practice to 
refer the Speech of the President at the opening 
of the session to a Committee of the whole House 
on the state of the Union. Inthe committee, the 
course had heen much the same as that pursued to 
day. The different subjects on which it treated 
had been referred either to standing or select com- 
mittees. But it will be remembered, that we are 
assembled under circumstances of a peculiar na- 
ture. The Chief Magistrate himself has given 
information to this House to that effect. He 
hoped that the Message of the Chief Magistrate 
would not be dissected, taken out of the House, 
and put into the hands of committees, so as to be 
placed out of the power of any member of this 
House to express his sentiments on that instru- 
ment. This expression of opinion, said Mr. R., 
is due to the situation in which we stand. The 
nation expects it from us. He trusted, therefore, 
that the subject would not be foreclosed in the 
way proposed. The House ought, in the first] 


en 


place, to express its opinion on the Message. He 


had been waiting until the documents were printed 3 
for an opportunity of this kind. Ile hoped the 4 


committee would not rise and report the resolu- 


tions, because if you do, the President’s Message ; 


will be taken out of the House, and it will not bé 


competent for any gentleman to take up any part ‘iy 
of it, so that no opinion of the House can be taken if 
He would move that the committee .|ẹ 


thereon. 


rise and report progress. By to-morrow, an op- 
portunity would be atlorded of comparing the ; 


resolutions of the gentleman from Pennsylvania ‘i 


with the Message, and of ascertaining whether 
they are such as they ought to be ; and the sub- 
ject y 
every member would have liberty of expressing 
his opinion fully upon it. 

Mr. Siuie said, the course which be had taken 


was that which had been invariably pursued here- í 


tofore. Whether it was best or not, he could not 
tell. He did not wish for any delay. 
it was high time the Message cf the President 
was acted upon. 
made their reports, the gentleman from Virginia 
will have an opportunity of making such stric- 
tures upon the Message as he may judge proper; 


or, as the subject is now before the Committee, | 


if the gentleman chooses, he may now make them. 
Ile hoped the business would not be postponed, 
but that the question on the Committee’s rising 
and reporting the resolutions would be taken, 
Mr. Ranvoupn was not ready for the question. 
The memory of the worthy gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, said he, isnot very good. It is not tobe 
wondered at. Age brings with it experience and 
many valuable qualities, but it does not improve 
the memory. He himself felt the effects of it, 
and much more may the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania feel them. Mr. R. did not believe that 
the course now proposed to be taken with the 
Message, is the same which has been always pur: 
sued. He recollected that when he had first the 
honor ofa seat in that House, the Message of the 
President was brought in a mass before the House, 
to be fully and fairly debated. ‘The gentleman 
must pardon him for contradicting him in a mate 
ter of fact. But, said Mr. R., I would ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, by what magic ot 
other power, he has been able to dive into my 
bosom to know that I mean to make strictures 
on the Message of the President? The gentle- 
man goes on to state, that if I have any such 
observations to make, this is the accepted hour. 
Why this, any more than any other hour in this 
week? Why do gentlemen, just when they have 
got into a Committee on the Message, show such 
an aguish trepidation to get out of it? Is the 
Message of sv little importance that they will not 
give it attention? They will not say so, The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania says that when 
these committees report, every gentleman will 
have an opportunity of expressing his opinion on 
the several parts into which it is dissected. But 
the gentleman must know, that even in physics, 
much less in polities, all the parts are nat always 
equal to the whole; that however true it may be 


He thought ; 


When the several committees : 
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in mathematics that all the parts are equal to the 
whole, it is not so in politics. Suppose, said Mr. 
R., one of these committees reports, and the report 
comes under consideration—members would be 
excluded from’ touching upon the other parts of 
the Message. If this course be pursued, I give 

ou warning that if.some gentleman of this 
House, who has not signed the thirty-nine arti- 
cles, shall rise to make his observations, and shall 
notice any-part of the Message uot before the 
House, he will be called to order, and informed 
that that part of the Message is yet sleeping with 
aselectcommittee. But the gentleman says, why 
not now go into the discussion?—when it is 
known the documents are with the printers, and 
not within the-reach of the Committee. The true 
course, said Mr. R., is the one which I have sug- 
gested—it is a course which will be acceptable to 
the nation, Why, said he, send out such reams 


of extra National Intelligencers by mail, but to 


inform: the people? If no discussion is to take 
place on the Message, through what channel are 
these committees to receive the opinion of this 
House? Are they to go to work blindfolded ? 
On Spanish relations, for instance, what member 
possesses the faculty of looking into the heart, and 
of saying what is the opinion of this House on 
that subject? Would it not be better, said he, to 
come to some resolution which should be direc- 
tory to these committees? To act otherwise, was 
putting the cart before the horse. This course 
would avoid commitments and re-commitments ; 
he hoped it would therefore be taken, by rising 
and reporting progress. : 

_ Mr. Finpcey said the method now: proposed of 
disposing-of the Message was the same which had 
been acted: upou-ever since the commencement of 
the-Government. Formerly, it was the practice 
for the President to make his address to Congress 
personally, and then an answer was to be returned. 
This answer brought the subject of the Message 
before the House incidentally, and much useless 
debate was generally had upon it. But this cus- 
tom was laid aside by Mr. Jefferson, and this un- 
necessary debute prevented. The course which 
is at present taken has. been uniform ever since, 
and he hoped we should not now depart from it, 
except the gentleman from Virginia could point 
out some better. 

My. Quincy. said, it was not his wish to delay 
the business before the Committee, but he wished 
that whatever was done might be done under- 
standingly. He would ask whether the resolu- 
tions proposed by the gentleman from _Pennsyl- 
vania covered the whole object of the Message ? 
He wished to know whether the affair of the Lit- 
tle Belt was referred to any committee. He did 
not see any mention of Indian hostilities. Here- 
tofore, there had been a committee on Indian af- 
fairs. They were never mingled with our for- 
eign relations. He thought with the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Dawson) that too many sub- 
jects were referred to the committee on public 
defence. Mr. Q. said it was not his intention to 
have said anything on this subject; but he wished 
for such a delay in this procedure as should give 


an opportunity of examining the resolutions 
brought forward. He did not think they embraced’ 
all the objects of the Message. 5 an 

Mr. Aston observed, that in-ease any gentle- 
man had doubts whether certain objects in the 
Message were embraced by the- resolutions, he 
could readily bring forward amendments to the 
present resolutions, or introduce new ones so as 
to attain his object. Mr. A. said it would be re- 
collected, that in some former years the dividing 
of the Message into too many parts had created 
some confusion, by making it difficult to deter- 
mine to which committee certain parts of the 
Message belonged. In the present division, this 
confusion he presumed had been avoided. Atall 
events, he thought it perfectly correct that the 
several subjects in the Message should be first 
sent to select committees before they were-acted 
upon by the House. This was. the usual course, 
and it appeared to him the best, 

Mr. Ranpovpw said he was called upon, by the 
very respectable and venerable gentleman from: 
Pennsylvania, to point out a better plan than that 
which is proposed; to show why this course, 
which had been the practice of the last ten years, 
ought not to be followed. He would ask the gen- 
tlernan from Pennsylvania if he had ever known 
this House in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union under similar circumstances. 
with the present; or ever known when a member 
asked for discussion in this Committee that it was 
refused? What. said he, would have been- the 
surprise of the Committee had he called for the 
reading of the documents which accompanied the 
Message? and this he might have done. as he had- 
heard them read but once, and then there was-so 
much noise in the House he heard them imper- 
fectly. This would have necessarily delayed the’ 
business, but it was not his wish to embarrass the 
Committee. The documents are in the hands of 
the printers; of course the Committee must have- 
risen and reported progress. This proposition, if 
received with common temper, must appear 2 
reasonable and proper one. He hoped, therefore,’ 
it would be agreed to. 

The original motion to rise and report the reso- 
lutions, was carricd, there being seventy -twomem- 
bers in favor of it. ~ 

The House took up the resolutions. 

Mr. Ranvoura said that he had been informed, 
by the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole, 
that the documents accompanying the Message 
had not been referred to the Commiitee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. If so, he sub- 
mitted to the Chair, whether the proceedings 
which had been had were in order. The House 
had been in Committee of the Whole on the 
Message, and left the documents behind them. 
He did not think this was the kind of treatment 
to which the Message was entitled. He moved 
that the report be recommitted to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to- 
gether with the documents; and called for the 
yeas and nays upon the question, 

Mr. Atston said, the documents were not re- 
ferred, and for the best reason. They are never 
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taken up in Committe of the Whole, but are left | | Yz4s—Jobn Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck- 
in the House, and can always be referred to, and | entidge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
any motion be founded upon them, which could 
not be done were they before the Committee of 
the Whole. : 

Mr. Smuip said it was perfectly immaterial to 
him which course was taken. He had no object 


but the interest of his constituents. If gentlemen | William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Philip Stuart, Lewis 


part he could not. He wished to take up the | Thomas Wilson—33. 


business in a regular way, and proceed with it. | Nays—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Stevenson 
. The Speaker said, the Clerk found, on exar- i archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard 
ining his minutes, that the documents were re- i Josiah "Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, 
ferred along with the Message. ! William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, 

Mr. Ranpourn observed, that if the fact is, as | Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
the clerk had stated it, it offers an irrefragable j John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, 
argument for recommitting the report, because | Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, 
the House had been in Committee of the Whole ! John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph 
without having possession of these papers. If; Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Find- 
the documents were not referred, we ought to go | ley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Peterson Good- 
back for the reasons before offered, but if they | wyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed 
were, we ought to go back toget possession of tiem, ; Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 


In either case, we ought to go back and get right; ! John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 


it would be better to turn back and soberly in- { Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William 


; : ; © | Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. 
quire our way, than to go blindly spurring on in Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Wilham McCoy, Samuel 


a wrong road. ? 

? ve i McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Samuel 
Mr. R. wished to say one word in reply toa |T, Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh 
remark of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
which, at the time, he believed to be out of order. | Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William 
He zed at i REE can ety phem e re Piper, James Pleasants, jr, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
in protracting the public business, well. ehad | Porter, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts 
no other views than the interests of his constitu- ! Ebenezer Sage Thomas Sammone, Ebenezer Seaver, 
ents.” An insinuation that other gentlemen have | John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel 
other views, and that other gentlemen can justify | Sheffey, John Smilie, Gcorge Smith, John Smith, 
themselves for protracting business. Mr. R. made | Richard Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, Peleg 
no professions of patriotism in that House. His | Tallman, Uri Tracy, George M. ‘Troup, Charles Tur- 
property was in terra firma, and he was born in | ner, Jr, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert Whitehill, 
the State which he represented, and he loved it : David R. Williams, William Widgery, Richard Winn, 
the better for it. As to protracting the public | and Robert Wright—92. ; 
business, we all know, said he, how it is pro-; The question recurred on agreeing to the re- 
tracted; as his friend from North Carolina had: port. . ; 
said the other day, “ the public business will not be | _Mr. Ranpo.pe moved to postpone the further 
done until the roads arc good, in the Spring.” He | consideration of the report till to-morrow, in or- 
hoped, however, that while the gentleman from ' der that it might be printed. 

Pennsylvania is satisfied as to his own motives, | Mr. Macon wished some such motion to pre- 
he will believe that other gentlemen have as clear i vail. ‘ He had intended to move that it lie on the 
conciences as himself. i table till to-morrow. [Mr. Ranpoirn withdrew 
Mr. Wivcery hoped that the House would | his motion to give place to Mr. Macon’s.] Mr. 
process with the pene vones ipar any | M: said it was perfectly immaterial to him which 
ickering or personality. e hoped they were į of the motions was made. His object, he could 
A together, like z band of brothers, to consider ! assure the House, was not delay. He had ex- 
ae act npon suc Da eee as shall best Jaycee the resolutions offered by the gentleman 
mote the Interests of our co ye e; sy i : irs i - 
T eTo un e; from Pennsylvania. To the first, he had no ob 
g rse proposed by the gentleman i jection ; but as to the second, it appeared to him 
from Pennsylvania would be the best. A discus- : thatifit were the wish of the gentleman to protract 
sion pies oe al more Sate aner ronal the public business, this resolution would answer 
several committees had reported. e did not be- | his purpose. He did not believe this was intend- 
lieve, however, that the gentleman from Virginia, | ed. Ppt there is more business given to that com- 
m propane na Aa a eR HEL ee portarti mittee than can be got through in any reasonable 
e public business. e no doubt thought the! time. y s i 
fiseussion ought to take place in the first instance. | vidi Ri k taa Fri ease D vi 
ght p D th s ce. į viding the labor, was In this case a andoned. In 

It was a mere difference of opinion, from which | his opinion what relates to the Army ought to go 
no evil could arise. ; ! to one committee, and what relates tothe Navy to 
. ‘The yeas and nays on the question for a recom- | another, and so on. He knew that on a former oc- 
mitment, were as follows: casion, some difficulty had arisen from the Mes- 
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sage not having been accurately dissected; but 
with ordinary care this might be avoided. He 
had no doubt if the business was thus divided, it 
would be done much sooner. Not that he ex- 
pected Congress would adjourn any earlier ; but 
the reports would be had in less time, and the 
sooner begotat. He wished that the report might 
lie on the table until to-morrow, that the resolu- 
tions might be examined, and proper amendments 
prepared. 

Mr. Smite repeated his reasons for wishing 
one committee might have under view the whole 
subject of defence. 

The question was put and negatived, 68 to 47. 

Mr. Rannotra moved for the reading of the 
documents; which being objected to, he called 


for the yeas and nays on the question ; which 


were taken as follows: 

Yxsas—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Thomas B. Cooke, John Davenport, jr., James Emott, 
Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, John P. Hungerford, 
Richard Jackson, jr, William R. King, Lyman Law, 


Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathan- 


jel Macon, James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh 
Nelson, Joseph Pearson, James Pleasants jr., Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, Daniel Shefiey, Richard Stanford, Philip 
Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and 
Thomas Wilson—35.  - ` . 
Nays—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Josiah. Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John. C.. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin 
Chittenden, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condit, William 
Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dins- 
moor, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hail, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, 
Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, 
George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, 
Samuel McKee, Alexandcr McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 
Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Ben- 


jamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, John Rhea, John Roane, |. 


Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel 
Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Wil- 
liam Strong, Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, George M. 
Troup, Charles, Turner, jt, Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, William Wid- 
gery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—84. 

The first resolution was then taken up and 
agreed to. When the question on the second was 


ut 
: Mr. D. R. Witciams rose to ascertain whether 
it was the sense of the House that all the objects 
embraced in this resolution should go to one com- 
mittee, or they should be divided among several. 
For this purpose, he moved to strike out the gen- 
eral expressions, to insert the words “ for filling 
the ranks, prolonging the enlistment of regular 


troops, and of auxiliary force.” It would be seen 


to be his object, to give all that relates to the Ar- 
my to one committee, all that relates tothe Navy 
to another, &c. He was of opinion, also, that 


several objects contained in the Message had been 
overlooked. 


The motion for striking out was carried, 72 votes 
being in favor of it; but when the blank came to 
be filled, much desultory debate tuok place. Some 
members wished to insert-otber words than those 
proposed by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina; but this was deemed out of order. At 
length, it was agreed that the blank must be filled 
with the words proposed, but that other words 
might afterwards be added by way of amendment. 
This was accordingly done. 

After the blank was filled as above proposed, 

Mr. Bizz moved to add the following words 5 
“ for the acceptance of volunteer corps, for detach- 
‘ments of portions of the militia, and for such a 
‘ proportion of the great body, as will proportion 
‘ its usefulness to its intrinsic capacities.” Which 
was agreed to. 

The other resolutions reported were agreed to 
without debate. 

Mr. Dawson moved an additional resolution, as 
follows: “That so much of the Message as re- 
lates to the naval force of the United States, and 
the maritime defence of our frontier, be referred 
to a select committee.”—A greed to. 

Mr. Bacon moved the following additional re- 
solutions: “ That so much of the Message as re- 
‘lates to the manufacturing of cannon and small 
í arms and providing munitions of war, be referred 
t to a select committee :” and “that so much of 
t the Message as relates to Indian’ affairs, be re- 
‘ ferred to a select committee.”—Agreed to. 

All the select committees which were thought 
necessary, being appointed, it was determined that | 


the first, on Foreign Relations, should consist of 


nine members ; the committees on the Spanish col- 


onies and Navy concerns, to consist of seven mem- 


bers; and those on manufacturing cannon and 


Indian affairs, to consist of five members. + 


The resolutions, as amended, are in the follow- 
ing words: 
1. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 


Message as relates to the subject of our foreign re- 


lations, be referred to a select committee. 

2. Resolved, That so much of the Presidents 
Message as relates to filling the ranks and pro- 
longing the enlistments of the regular troops, and 
to an anxiliary force; to the acceptance of vol- 
unteer corps; to detachments of militia, and to 
such a preparation of the great body as will pro- 
portion its usefulness to its intrinsic capacity,-be 
referred to a select committee. 

3. Resolved, That those parts of the Message of 
the President which relate to the Naval force of 
the United States, and to the defence of our mari- 
time frontier, be referred to a select committee. 

4. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to the revenue and the provis- 
ions necessary for the service of the ensuing year, 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

5. Resolved, That so much of the Presidents 
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Message as relates to the evasion and infraction 
of our commercial laws, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Commerce and Manufactures. 


6. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to foreign trading licenses, and 
to the protection of manufactures and navigation, 
be referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

7. Resolved, That so much of the Presidents, 
Message as relates to the Spanish American colo- 
nies, be referred to a select committee. 

8. Resolved, Thatso much of the said Message 
as relates to the manufucture of cannon and small 
arms, and the providing munitions of war, be re- 
ferred to a select committee. 

9. Resolved, Thatso much of the said Message 
as relates to Indian affairs, be referred to a select 
committee, l 

Mr. Porter, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Grundy, Mr. 
Smilie, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Harper, Mr. Key, Mr. 
Desha, and Mr. Seaver, were appointed the com- 
mittee on the. first resolution. 

Mr. Williams, Mr. Wright, Mr. Macon, Mr. 
Nelson, Mr. Stow, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. Tall- 
madge, were appointed the committee on the sec- 
ond resolution. , 

Mr. Cheves,. Mr. Newton, Mr. Milnor, Mr. 
Quincy, Mr. Cooke, Mr. McKim, and Mr. Fisk 
wae appointed the committee on the third reso- 
ution. 


Mr. Mitchill, Mr. Bibb, Mr. Blackledge, Mr. |. 


Taggart, Mr. Champion, Mr. Butler, and Mr. 
Shaw, were appointed the committee on the sev- 
enth resolution. 

Mr. Seybert, Mr. Little, Mr. Goodwyn, Mr. 
Tracy,and Mr. Sturges, were appointed the com- 
mittee on the eighth resolution. 

Mr. MeKee, Mi. Sevier, Mr. Morrow, Mr. Shef- 
fey, and Mr, Brown, were appointed the commit- 
tee on the ninth resolution. 

And then, on motion the House adjourned until 
to-morrow: 


Wennespay, November 13. 


Another member, to wit: THomas Guotson; 
from Virginia, appeared, produced his credentials, 
was qualified, and took his seat. 
© Mr. Quincy presented two petitions from sun- 
dry merchants of Boston, to the same effect with 
the petition of William Dean, presented the eighth 
instant—Referred to the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures. 

Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- 
metce and Manufactures, presented a bill for the 
relief of Thomas and John Clifford, of Philadel- 
phia, and Charles Wirgman, of Baltimore; which 
was read twice and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. McKim presented a petition of sundry wer- 
chants of Baltimore, to the same effect with the 
petition of the merchants of Boston above stated.— 
Referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. BARTLETT, the report of the 


Secretary of War, the Secretary and Comptroller 
of the Treasury, on the claims of sundry refugees 
from the British provinces of Canada and Nova 
Scotia, made in the yeas 1805 and 1806, -was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
report by bil, or otherwise. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented a petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the Mississippi Territory, praying 
that the said Territory may be made into a sepa- 
rate State and admitted into the Union.—Referred 
to a select committee. 

Mr. Poinpexter, Mr. Grunpy. Mr. ORMSBY, 
Mr. Lacock, Mr. Witson, Mr. Wincery, and 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, were appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the petition of 
the Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, pre- 


sented the twenty-first of January last, was refer- 


red to the said select committee. 

Mr. Quincy presented a petition of Andrew 
Eliot, merchant of Boston, to the same effect with 
the petition of William Dean, presented the eighth 
instant.—Referred to the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. Gop, a committee was ap- 
pointed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 


ing by law for the more convenient takiog of re- 


cognisances of bail and affidavits in cases depend- 
ing in the respective Courts of the United States; 
with ‘leave to report by bill.—Mr. Gorn, Mr. 
Mitnor, and Mr. Rincety, were appointed. the 
committee. 

On. motion of Mr. Morrow, the Committee on 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of suspending the operation of so 
much of the sixth section of the act, entitled “An 


act providing for the final adjustment of claims to 


lands, and for the sale of the public lands in the 
Territories of Orleans and Louisiana,” as directs 
that the land offices established in the Orleans 
‘Territory shall be opened on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1812; with leave to'report by bill, or other- 
wise. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the committee appointed 
on the petition of Abraham Whipple, presented a 
bill for the relief of Abraham Whipple; which was 
read and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
on. Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. Bassett, the petitions of J. A. 
Chevallie, attorney of Amelie Eugenie Beaumar- 
chais, presented twenty-fourth of December, 1805, 


-and second of April 1806, together with all the 


documents concerning the said claim, were referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BLescxer presented a petition of George 
Dummer and Company, and Gurdon and Daniel 
Buck, merchants, of New York, to the same effeet 
with the petition of William Dean, presented the 
eighth instant.—Referred to the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Ly ce presented petitions of sundry inbabi- 
tants of the Western parts of the United States, 
praying that the mails of the United States may 
not be carried, and that post offices may not be 
opened, on Sundays.—Referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. Conpir, the Committee of 
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Commerce and Manufactures were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of encouraging the 
manufacture of iron, either by protecting impost 
duties, or prohibiting the importation of castings, 
bar iron, spikes, nails, brads, and rolled sheet or 
hoop iron, into the United States and its Territo- 
ries; with leave to report by bill. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States, communicating copies of-a 
correspondence between the Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Britain, 
and the Secretary of State, relative to the aggres- 
sion committed by a British ship of war on the 
United States’ frigate Chesapeake, by which it 
will be seen that that subject of difference between 
the two countries is terminated, by an offer of rep- 
aration, which has been acceded to. 

The House proceeded, by ballot, to the election 
ofa Chaplain to Congress, on their part; and upon 
examining the ballots, it appeared that the Rev- 
erend Mr. SNEATHEN was duly elected.. 

‘Another Message was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting the result 
of the census, lately taken, of the inhabitants of 
the United States, with a letter from the Secre- 
tary of State relative theretu.—Referred to the 
committee appointed to fix the apportionment of 
Representatives. 


-EXPENDITURE OF MONEYS. 


Mr. RanpoLen said, the House having made a 
disposition of the Message of the President of 
the United States, he felt himself called upon to 
submit a motion to the consideration of the House. 
Butas the House was. then thin, he would only 
lay it on the table. Iı would have been submit- 
ted, he said, two years ago, but for the circum- 
stances which he should state to the IZouse when 
‘more at leisure. The motion was as follows: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
and report whether moneys drawn from the Treasury 
since the 3d of March, 1801, have been faithfully ex- 
-pended on the objects for which they were appropriated, 
and whether the same have been regularly accounted 
for? : 

‘PROSECUTIONS FOR LIBEL. 


The Speaker presented a memorial of Matthew 
Lyon, of Kentucky, stating that, whilst a member 
-of the House.of. Representatives of the United 
States, from. the State of Vermont, he was ille- 
gally tried and found guilty, under a charge of se- 
dition, and fined the sum of one thousand dollars 
and imprisoned twelve months, and: praying that 
„the said fine may be repaid, with interest, together 
with his pay asa member of Congress, which was 
withheld during his confinement. 

The petition: being read, 

Mr. New moved that it be referred, with the 
accompanying documents, to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Basserr was opposed to this reference. 
If the petitioner had any claim upon the United 
States, it must be on the ground that the law 
under which he was convicted was unconstitu- 
tional. A claim of this kind could not be recog- 
nised by that committee. He thought, therefore, 


it would be more proper to refer this petition to 
a select committee. This .was desirable also 
from the consideration that the Committee of 
Claims is generally overburdened with business. 

Mr. McKee could not distinctly hear the gen- 
tleman from Virginia; but he understood him as 
recommending a reference of this petition to a 
select committee, in preference to the Committee 
of Claims. He had no objection to such a dis- 
position of it, though it appeared to him, as.a 
claim, to be a proper subject for the Committee 
of Claims. The petitioner does not ask for a 
gratuity from the Government, but a repayment 
of money which he states to have been impro- 
perly paid into the coffers of the United States in 
the form of a fine. Whether the claim be well 
founded,.or otherwise, remains for the committee 
to decide. 

_ Mr. New said, it having been represented to 
him, that it would be miost proper to refer the 
petition toa select committee, he would so change 
his motion. 

Mr. Ranpoups had no doubt it would be re- 
collected, that at the first session of Congress, 
under the Administration of the present Presi- 
dent, the session which met in May, 1809, a com- 
mittee was raised “to inquire whether any, and 
¢ what prosecutions had been instituted before the 
‘ courts of the United States for libels at common 


law, and to report such provisions as in their 


‘ opinion may be necessary for securing the free- 
‘dom of speech and of the press.” Congress ad- 
journed after a short session in- June. The 
chairman of that committee was directed to ad- 
dress letters.to the clerks of the several courts in 


which such prosecutions had been commenced. 


To:some of these letters answers-were received 
after the adjournment. These answers received 
in the recess (all except one, which the chair- 
man- had found amongst his private papers since 
the meeting of the present session) were trans- 
mitted to the Clerk of this House, in whose. pos- 
session it is presumed they now are. The chair- 
man of that committee, at the two succeeding 
sessions, was, by the visitation of God, and from 
circumstances without his control, for the first 
time since he had the honor of a seat on this 


floor, prevented from attending to his duty till 


the sessions had considerably advanced, other- 
wise he would have felt it obligatory on him to 
have called the attention of Congress to this sub- 
ject. It was his intention, at the present session, 
without knowing anything of this petition, to 
have called the attention of the House to it, 
amongst others, at an early day. „He thought it 
behooved this House, as the guardian of the pub- 
lic purse and public weal, to take care that the 
stream of public justice be preserved pure and 
frec from pollution; and whether persons have 
suffered by prosecutions under the sedition law, 
or under the common law of England—not the 
common law of the States,as modified by the 
laws of the United States in their corporate 
capacity—he was for affording them relief. He 
wished to see if any of our citizens had received 
injury from prosecutions of this kind; and, if they 
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had, to redress the wrong by such a prospective | 
measure as may preveni a recurrence of similar | V Ind him 
mischief. | motion for continuing it. 


sworn to support; for though our Constitution 
has said, in the broadest terms which our lan- | : urde 
guage knows, that the freedom of speech and of j worth while to inquire what was the offender's 
the press shall not be abridged, men have been politics, or whether honest or the contrary. He 
found so lost to all sense of their country’s good, | considered honest mea as of right polities. It 
as to pass the act, commonly called the sedition unfortunately happens, said he, that some men 
act, and to send out our judges to dispense, not | make up in zeal what they know themselves to 
law, but pvlitics from the bench. It would seem | be deficient in honor and honesty. 
idle to attempt to prevent, by statutory provis- _ The amendment was agreed to and the peti- 
ions, similar abuses. But though, formed as we | tion referred to a committee of seven, consisting 
are, we cannot attain perfection, we ought, in | of Mr. New, Mr. Ranporea, Mr. Wricut, Mr. 
imitation of a divine example, to aspire to it, and | Trour, Mr. Warreniu,, Mr. MoseLey, and Mr. 
endeavor to preserve in purity the great Magna | Cooke. 
Charta of our country. } 

This subject, Mr. R. said, might appear frivo- | Trorspay, November 14. 


lous to others. He knew that men intent po | Another member, to wit: Jonn Corton, from 
worldly things, with their snouts grovelling in the Virginia, appeared, produced his credentials, was 
mud, who hold ‘everything but sordid pelf, and qualified, and took his seat: , 
still more disgraceful office, as dross and dust | * M, Rara, from the committee appointed on 
would not think it worth while ‘to attend to 4 : 

things of this kind. Nor did he wish to set him- 
self up for a political Pharisee, and thank God 
that he was not as other men are. f 

`- Mr. R. moved to amend the reference, by add- 
ing to it the following: 

“With instructions to inquire whether any, and 
what, prosecutions have been instituted before the 
courts of the United States for libels, under the sedi- 
tion law or the common law, and by what authority ; 
‘and to make such provisions as they may deem neces- 
sary for ‘securing the freedom of speech and of the 
press.” >. ; f 

Mr. R. hoped this amendment would be agreed 
to; ‘for, said he, it is evident that when we came 
into power, when we succeeded to our predeces- 
sors, proper measures were not taken for purifying 
the violent temper of the day—for preventing 
the recurrence of prosecutions of this kind. He 
recollected having heard, at the close of the ad- 
ministration of the second President of the United 
States, one of the most beautiful pieces of declam- 
‘ation, from a gentleman from South Carolina, 
which he had ever heard, in which he conjured 
the House to re-enact the sedition act, because, 
said he, we are about to surrender the Govern- 
ment into the hands of men in whom we have 
no confidence, and I wish to retain this law as 
our shelter, because, by this, if we are prosecuted 
for a libel, we can give the truth in evidence. 
Mr. R. said he listened to the gentleman, but he 
thought he was talking for talking’s sake. He 
did not believe that himself believed a word of 
what he said. Mr. R. did not suppose that a 
prosecution at common law, for a libel, could 
take place under a Republican Administration. 
He thought the gentleman was making the best 


the eighth instant, presented a bilt providing for 
the government of the Territory of Louisiana; 
which was read twice and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Winagry, from the committee appointed 
on the eleventh instant, presented a bill to alter 
the time of holding one of the terms of the dis- 
trict coart of the District of Maine; which was 
read twice and ordered to be engrossed, and read - 
the third time to-morrow. - 

On motion of Mr, BASSETT, a committee was 
appointed to prepare and report such standing 
rules and orders of proceding as are proper to be 
observed in this House. 

Mr. Basserr, Mr. Pirxixn, Mr. Macon, Mr. 
Ne son, Mr. Bisa, Mr. Quincy, and Mr. Fino.sy, 
were appointed the said committee. 

Mr. Ruta, moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of laying additional duties on all coarse manufac- 
tures of flax and hemp. 

t 


Mr. ConDIT, moved the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of encouraging the culture of hempen goods, 
either by protecting duties, or prohibiting the impor- 
tation, into the United States and its Territories, of 
hemp, or goods manufactured from it; and that they 4 
have leave to report by bill. k 

The resolutions were read, and ordered to lie ; 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. JenniNGs, a committee was 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to 
cause to be opened a road from the Northern line 
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Territories of the United States, to 


Fripay, November 15, 

Mr. Pickens presented a petition from inhabi- 
tants in the western part of North Carolina, com- 
plaining of mischief occasioned by the settlement 
of white persons on the lands of the Cherokee In- 
dians.—Referred to the Secretary of War. 

Mr. Bassett, on account of the state of his 
‘health, begged to be excused from serving on the 
Committee of Claims, declaring that he was un- 
able to attend to the duties imposed upon the 
Chairman of that important committee. Ex- 
cused, 

Mr. Burter also wished to be excused from 
serving on the same committee. He was also 
excused. ; 

Mr. D. R. Witurams said, out of courtesy, he 
had voted ia the majority on the questions which 
had just been decided; but he was apprehensive 
he had done wrong, and moved fora reconsidera- 
tion of the question. 
the Committee of Claims would consent to retain 
his situation, and attempt to do the business to 
which he bad been appointed. Te was fearful 
that his relinquishing his post would be attended 
with bad consequences, No doubt his relinquish- 
ment had occasioned his colleague to beg to be 
excused. He hoped that both gentlemen would 
consent to retain their situations. 

After an explanation from Mr. Bassett, that 
he was really unable to endure the necessary fa- 
ligue of the business ; and from Mr. BUTLER that 
he had served several years on this committee, 
and that he expected shortly to be under the 
necessity of asking leave of absence; the motion 
for reconsideration was withdrawn. 

Mr. Quincy presented the petition of Aaron 
Baldwin, praying for the remission of certain for- 
feitures which he had incurred under the restric- 
tive laws.—Referred. 

Mr. Morrow reported a bill extending the time 
for opening the several land offices in the Territo- 
ty of Orleans.—T wice reid and committed. 

A bill was reported to authorize a public road 
from a point in the north line established by 
the Treaty of Greenville, where the United States? 
road from Vincennes meets the said line to the 
North Bend, in the State of Ohio, which was 
twice read and committed. 

The bill for altering the time of holding one 
‘of the terms of the United States’ courts in the 
District of Maine, was read the third time and 
passed. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. Rura proposed the following resolution for 
adoption: 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the laws of the United States over those parts of 


He hoped the Chairman of 


; liable to the operation of those laws.” 


i 

| Mr. R. added, that if the petitions which had 
i this morning been presented by the gentleman 
i from North Carolina had been read, the necessity 
| of taking some measure similar to the one which 
i he proposed, would have been evident to every 
! member of the House, as the Indian countries are 
| become an asylum for persons guilty of every 
| enormity. 

| Mr. Pickens stated, thatif any doubt existed as 
| to the propriety of passing this resolution, he 
: would call for the reading of the petitions which 

he had presented. 
| Mr. Waieut had some doubts whether the laws 
| of the United States did not at present extend to 
cases of this kind, and wished the resolution to 
| lie on the table until the subject could be looked 
into. 

| Mr. Bre said, a case had lately occurred in 
| the State of Georgia, which showed the necessity 
! of some farther provision on this subject. A mur- 
| der of a most atrocious kind had been committed 
| within the Indian country ; the parties were taken 
| near the spot, and brought before the Federal au- 
| thority‘in Georgia; aud upon a question of juris- 
| diction, the judges decided that the court had no 
i authority in the case. In a similar instance, the 
offenders were brought before the State authori- 
ties, which determined in the same way, and the 
offenders, of course, were in both cases discharged. 

Mr. Grunpy was of opinion that the United 
States courts had, at ‘present, complete jurisdic- 
tion of all criminal cases which might arise with- 
in the Indian boundary, the case cited by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia nothwithstanding; but he 
supposed the object of this resolution was to sap- 
ply the defects of the Jaw at present in civil cases. 

Mr. POINDEXTER had no doubt but the courts of 
| the United States had jurisdiction of criminal of- 

fences, committed within the Indian boundary. 
i Congress, at their first session, made provision for 
; the punishment of offenders charged with mur- 
der, piracy, &c., committed on the high seas or 
without the territory of the United States. But 
the difficulty suggested by the gentleman from 
Tennessee existed. Persons who have committed 
petty offences and debtors go over to the Indian 
territory, where the law cannot reach them. He 
doubted whether the resolution was calculated to 
reach this object, and therefore wished it to lie on 
the table that it might be amended. 

Mr. Ruea hoped he might be permitted to judge 
for himself whether the resolution which he had 
offered was calculated to accomplish the object 
which he had in view. His colleague had inti- 
mated that the laws, at present, extend to crimi- 
nal offences, though the gentleman from Georgia 
had stated a case in which the judges had deter- 
mined otherwise. This shows, at least, that the 
law wants revision, not only with respect to crim- 
inal, but civil matters. He had drawn the reso- 
lution in the most general terms. 
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li 
. the Federal Court, in the case he had cited, could 
have decided.as they did with the law which had 
been referred to before them. Perhaps it might 
have arisen from a clause of the Constitution, 
which directs that jurors shall be drawn from the 
district where the offence is committed. 
The resolution was laid on the table. 


DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 


‘Mr. Rava called up for consideration the reso- 
lution which he laid upon the table yesterday pro- 
posing an additional duty on coarse hemp and flax. 

The resolution was considered, and, on motion, 
the words “and cotton,” were added to it, by con- 
sent of the mover. 

Mr. Grunpy observed, that several detached 
resolutions for the encouragement of domestic 
mauufactures had been offered to the House. He 
wished the adoption of a proposition which should 
include all the manufactures of the country. He 
hoped the present motion might lie on the table for 
a few days, until such a proposition could be pre- 
pared. Itis, said he, an object of great magni- 
tude, when we consider the vast sums of money 
which have lately been vested in establishments 
of this kind ; aud-the. present is a favorable mo- 
ment for:adopting some measures to give our 
manufactures countenance and support. 

Mr. Rura could not agree to the proposed post- 
ponement. He should never obtain his object, if 
he were to agrec to one postponement. after ano- 
ther. His colleague could, at any time, submit his 
proposition, without hindering the progress of the 
one he had introduced. 

After some conversation as to the propriety of 
discussing this proposition in the House, 

The Speaker decided, that though there is a 
tule of the House which says that all- proposi- 
tions for laying a tax shall be.discussed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole; this resolution, in his opi- 
nion, did not come within that rule, as it was 
merely. an instruction to a committee to.inquire 
into the expediency of laying an additional tax. 

The motion, for Jaying the proposition on the 
table, was carried,.51 to 47. 


AMERICAN SEAMEN. 


:Mr. Mitnor rose, and observed -there was no 
topic more important than the protection of Amer- 
ican ‘seamen, and yet he believed it would be 
acknowledged by all who have given considera- 
tion to the subject, that our laws on this subject 
are ‘materially defective. The object of these 
laws ought to be twofold ; in the first place, for the 
protection of bona fide American citizens, and 
secondly, for the prevention of the abuse of those 
protections by citizens of other couutries not en- 
titled to them. It will be recollected, that the act 
for relief of American seamen makes it the cuty 
of the collectors to furnish certificates of citizen- 
ship in the manner therein directed ; but, owing 
to an error of Congress, no manner is prescribed ; 
and, of course, the coliectors have been left toac- 
cept of such proof as they deemed sufficient, or to 
act under the directions of the Secretary of the 
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Treasury, which, in most instances, is an unsafe 
way of proceeding. ‘The penal laws of the Uni 


ted States provide no punishment for the crime of | 
A recent instance, Mr. | 


perjury in these cases. 
M. said, had occurred in the district which he re- 
presented. An Italian, not twenty days in the 
country, appeared before a notary public, claim- 
ing the rights of an American seamen. He made 
the necessary oaths, and produced a sponsor who 
swore that he was born in Baltimore. The tongue 
of the man detected the falsehood. The collect- 
or, with that attention to his duty for which he is 
so remarkable, had both seaman and sponsor ap- 
prehended. The attorney for the district looked 
into the case, and found the crime of perjury to 
be, the falsely taking an oath according to the 
laws of the United States; but as the law was 
defective, as above stated, the offence was not 
perjury. The Attorney General confirmed this 
opinion. The offenders, therefore, escaped pun- 
ishment. He believed other amendments might 
be usefully made to the law on this subject. He 
concluded by offering the following resolution for 
aduption, which was agreed to: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire and report whether any, and what amendments 
are necessary to the laws of the United States relating 
to the protection. of American seamen ; and that the 
committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 


Mr. Minor, Mr. Lirtie, Mr. Reen, Mr. Bas- 
seTT, and Mr. Pirxin, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 


Monpay, November 18. 

On motion of Mr. McKee, the Committee on 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire what 
provision ought to be made respecting the loca- 
tion of Virginia military land warrants, west of the 
boundary line designated by the act of the third 


-of March, 1804,:with leave to report by bill, or 


otherwise. 

Mr. SeyBert. presented the petition of shot- 
manufacturers of Philadelphia, praying for pro- 
tection. : , i 

Mr. Mircuitt presented the petition of James 
Forrest, of New York, merchant, stating that he 
had debts owing to. him in the British West India 
Islands, to the amount of twenty-five thousand 
dollars, and praying to be allowed to import pro- 
duce from them to that amount.—Reterred to 
the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis,the petition presented 
last session on the subject of a new jail at Alex- 
andria, was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, it was 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on 
the lith instant, on so much of the petition of 
the inhabitants of the State of Ohio, as relates to 
the opening of a certain road to Vincennes, be 
instructed to report on the expediency of making 
provision by law, for laying out two roads, agree- 
ably to the treaty with certain Indian tribes held 
at Brownstown in 18038. 

Mr. Resa called for the consideration of the 
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resolution which he had laid upon the table a few | following session of Congress, the person who 
days ago, for instructing the Committee of Com- | was appointed chairman of the committee of the 
merce and Manufactures to inquire into the ex- j first session, was unable to attend; but.it was a 
pediency of encouraging the manufacture. of | gratification to him to find, that the subject was 
coarse hemp, flax, and cotton; which being agreed | taken up by an honorable colleague of his, to 
to, some desultory debate todk place for and | whom the State of Virginia had been more than 
against agreeing to the resolution. It was object- | once indebted for the luminous reports on her 
ed to, because that committee had already the | fiscal concerns; but nothing was elected. To 
subject of manufactures generally referred to it, | show how different the information received was, 
and it was unnecessary to give them any special | from that asked for, Mr, R. proposed’ to read a 
instructions. In support of this resolution, it was | short letter. The object of the committee was, 
- said to be a common practice to send instructions | to know in what way the Pursers of the Navy 
to committees; that it had been done, a few days | received their money, and what was the amount 
ago, to this committee, in relation to the encour- | of their emoluments. . Thé answer they received, 
agement of iron manufactures; that, without such | stated “that the advances made to Pursers are by 
special instructions, the committee might not | warrants drawn on the Treasury, sometimes by 
have their attention called to the articles in ques- | Navy agents,” &c. We inquired, said he, what 
tion; and, besides this, it was wished that the | were their emoluments, other than those allowed 
House should, by such reference, evince their dis- | by law?) Answer; “ they arise from a certain per 
position to encourage the manufactures of our | centage upon slops detailed to the seamen.” It 
country. . may not be amiss, said Mr. R., to inform country 
After the debate had progressed for some time, | gentlemen that, by slops, are. meant ready-made 
Mr. SmIcie moved that the resolution lie on the | clothing, &c. It was scarcely possible to have 
table, which was agreed to—ayes 69, ` given a more evasive answer. We asked, What 
„The House went into a Committee, on motion | were their emoluments? They answer, “a cer- 
of Mr. Morrow, on the bill extending the time | tain per centage fixed by the department;” but 
for opening the land office in the Territory of | what that per cent. was, the committee was left 
“Orleans. The Committee reported the bill with- | to find out by instinct. It had been understood 
out.amendment, and it. was ordered to be en- | that large sums of money were advanced to these 
‘grossed for a third reading. E Pursers, who laid it out in slops, which they re- 
On motion of Mr. Fino ey, the following reso- | tailed to the seamen at an advance, in some in- 
lution was agreed to: | stances, of twenty percent! This wasa fact, Mr. 
Resolved, That the Committee of Elections | R. said, which ought to be looked into. It was 
be instructed to prepare and report a bill for reg- | 
ulating the proceedings, and taking evidence in 
cases of contested elections of members of. this 
House. 


EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC MONEY. 


,. Mr. Ranpotrn asked for the consideration j 

the resolution which he laid on the table some 

days ago, directing the appointment of a commit- 

tee to inquire into the expenditure of public mo- 

ney; which, being agreed to, Mr. R. trusted there 

would be no difference of opinion as to the pro- 

priety of agreeing to this resolution. But, before 

the vote was-taken, he would state to the House, 

by way of explanation, the result of a former in- 

quiry. At the first session of the 11th Congress, 
a report of a committee was made, in part, on this | President is elected by the people, than in a coun- 
subject. [This report Mr. R.read. It states that, | try where he is put over them. He would dare 
owing to the shortness of the session, to question the infallibility of all, and look upon 


essential to the reputation of the Government, 
essential to its honor, indispensable to the fair 
fame of those who administer the finances of the 
United States, that abuses, such as these, should 
be probed to the quick, to show to the world, that, 
if we cannot govern the great beasts, the mam- 
moths of the forest, we can, at least, poison the 
rats. And whose money, asked Mr. R, is this? Itis- 
the people’s money ; it comes from the pockets of 
the people of the United States. When he spoke of 
this abuse of public money, he wished no gentleman 
to understand him as speaking of the abuse under 
this, that, or the other President of the United 
States. He considered them all as of one descrip- 
tion of people ; and it was not less necessary to 
guard against abuses in a country where the 


information on the subject could not be obtained.] | all with jealousy and distrust. He wished not, 
As the session lasted but six weeks, the committee | however, to be charged with that mistaken op- 
had no reason to complain that the information | position to the Government, which determines to 
required was not obtained. An expectation was | exhibit abuses for the sake of doing so; or with 
entertained that it would be given at the next | shutting his eyes to the abuses of Thomas, while 
session. But the committee have reason to com- | they are open to the abuses of John. Mr. R. said, 
plain that the information which was given, was | he had no interest, distinct from the interest of 
altogether different from that which was asked. | his country. With respect to princes and poten- 
This was represented to the departments, and a | tates, the only favor he had to ask of them, was, 
more satisfactory report was promised at the en- | that they would keep their hands out of his pocket 
suing session. Mr. R. said, the course pursued | and off his person, and, to use a homely phrase, 
at the first session, under the present President, | “if they would let him alone, he would let them 
had been the same which was adopted at the | alone.” 

close of Mr. Adams’s Administration. At the Under these circumstances, Mr. R. asked the 
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House if it were not necessary for a committee 
to be appointed to probe into this business? He 
wished to state, before he sat down, that he had 
learnt, soon after the present Secretary of the 
Navy came into office, the per centage of the 
Pursers was reduced from twenty to four or five 
per cent. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to, and 
a committee of seven appointed, as follows: 
Messrs. Ranno.pH, Gorn, McKim, Rourrrrs, 
‘Jounson, Law, and Wipcrry. 


COMMODORE WHIPPLE. 

On motion of Mr. Tatumaner, the House went 
into Committee of the Whole, on the bill for the 
relief of Abrabam Whipple, late a Captain in the 
Navy of the United States. The Committee 
filled up the blanks, and reported the bill to the 
‘House. Some opposition, was made to its pas- 


sage, on the ground that, if any provision was | Bassett and Mr. Butter, who were excused | 


‘ ard Stanford, Charles Turner, jun., Robert Whitehill, 
: and David R. Williams—34. 

i. Mr. Dawson observed that,as there appeared a 
i large majority in favor of this claim, he would 


| offer a resolution, which he hoped would beac. | 


! ceptable to the House: 


| quire into the expediency of making provision by law 


| for the relief of infirm and superannuated officers and | 
| soldiers of the late Revolutionary army, and of the | 


present Army of the United States, and report by bill 
or otherwise.” 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

i 


| Tuespay, November 19, 


| Mr. Guotson and Mr. Sace were appointed on 
the Committee of Claims, in the room of Mr. 


made for those Revolutionary services, it ought | from serving on that committee. 


to be done generally, and not select individual 


cases, when there were many others equally hard. | to the consideration of the House, which was | 


Mr. Jennines offered the following resolution 


‘In’ favor of the bill, it was said, this being the | agreed to: 


case of a sea-officer, for which no provision had 
been made at the close of the war, no injury could 
arise from the precedent; that it was a case sim- 
lar to Commodore Hardie’s, who had ‘been al- 
lowed a pension from-the fund which liad been 


provided by law in‘1800, from the Government’s. 


share of prizes takén at sea, from which this al- 
lowance was meant also to be taken. : The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed—yeas 71, nays 34, as 
follows: i 

Yxas—-Stevenson Archer, John Baker, Josiah 
Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bicccker, James Breckenridge, William Butler, John 
C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, 
Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, 
Thomas B. Cooke, John Davenport, jun, John Daw- 
‘son, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
- William Ely, James Emot, James, Fisk, Asa Fitch, 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Peterson’ Goodwyn, 
Isaiah L. Green, John A. Harper, John P. Hunger- 
ford, Richard Jackson, jun., Joseph Kent, Abner La- 
cock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., Peter Little, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, William 
McCoy, Samuel McKee, James Milnor, Samuel L. 
Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Jo- 


seph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Timothy 


Pitkin, jun., James Pleasants, jun., Peter B. Porter, 
William Reed, Henry. M. Ridgely, John Sevier, Adam 
‘Seybert, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tall- 
man, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Pierre Van Cort- 
landt, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Thomas Wil- 
son, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—71. 

: Naxs—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Daniel 
Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, Wiliam W. Bibb, Thomas 
Blount, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Crawford, Roger Davis, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Bolling Hall, 
Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyne- 
man, William R. King, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, 
Nathaniel Macon, Thomas Moore, Alexander McKim, 
“Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Josiah Quincy, John 
Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be and they are hereby directed to inquire into the 
expediency of attaching to the district of Jeffer- 
sonville,so much of the lands ceded to the United 
‘States at Fort Wayne, on the 30th of September, 
1809, as lies adjoining to the said district, and easi 
of the second principal meridian established in 
the Indiana Territory. ` 

Mr. Seaver presented a petition from certain 
merchants of Massachusetts, and Mr. PITKIN from 
others of Connecticut, praying for leave to import 
goods ordered from England before the President’s 
proclamation was issued.—Referred to the Com- 
mittee of Commerce and Manufactures. 
The following engrossed bills were read a third 


time and passed, viz: A bill to extend the time . 
| for opening the several land offices established- iù ` 


the Territory of Orleans; and a bill for the relief 
of Abraham Whipple, late a captain in the Navy 
of the United States. 


Mr. Dawson called up for consideration the res- |, 
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| “ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- | 


olution which he yesterday laid upon the table, 4 
for appointing a select committee to inquire into | 


the expediency of making provision by law for § 
infirm, disabled, and superannuated officers and $ 
soldiers of the Revolutionary and present Army. ; 
It was considered and agreed to, without a divi- ` 


sion. The committee consists of seven members, 
viz: Mr. Dawson, Mr. Buount, Mr. Burer, Mr. 
Davenport, Mr. Onuspy, Mr. Gown, Mr. Fisk. 


TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA. 


On motion of Mr. Ruga, the House went into 
a Committee of the Whole, on the bill for the 
government of the Territory of Louisiana. The 
bill being read by paragraphs, Mr. Fisk moved to 
strike out the words in the fifth section of ihe bill, 
which makes it necessary for persons to be in pos- 
session of a freehold to have a right to vote. This 
motion was opposed by Mr. RANDOLPH, on prin- 
ciple, in a speech of considerable length, in which 
he advocated the freehold qualification for voters. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


357 


Nov EMBER, 1811. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 


358 
H. or R. 


‘The motion was opposed also by Mr. RaE4, as 
“umnecessary for the attainment of the mover’s 
“object; as he stated the qualification for voters 
‘was twofold—-one was the possession of a free- 
hold, the other a residence of a year previous to 
the time of election. 

Mr. PoinpexTER made a motion, which super- 
seded that of the gentleman from Vermont, to 


_ strike out all that part of the section which de- 


‘fined the qualification of voters, and insert, “ every 
‘free white male citizen residing in the said Ter- 
ritory, who shall have attained the age of twenty- 
one years, and paid a tax.” 

This amendment was debated till the usual hour 
of adjoutnment, when the Committee rose with- 
out taking the question, and obtained leave to sit 

“again. vy © 
~ This debate, though protracted to considerable 
length, embraced a very narrow question, viz: 
“whether it is better to require voters to hold free- 
hold property, or to suffer every man to possess 
„the privilege of voting who has arrived to the age 
; of twenty-one years. Asalready stated, Mr. RAN- 
' DOLPH took the first ground, and introduced the 
practice of Virginia to show that'it was attended 
‘with the best effects. Mr. Fisk, Mr. Watcar, 
‘Mr. Smite, and Mr. Pornnrxrer, took the oppo- 
site side of the question. They argued that life 
‘and liberty are superior to property—that these 
‘are dearer to the poor man than all the property 
‘of the rich. . Mr. Wricur said, that the State of 
Maryland had tried the property qualification for 
“voting, had found it attended with bad effects, and 
‘had now abandoned it. ` It was formerly required 
“that a voter should be possessed of property to the 
value of thirty pounds; so thatif a man possessed 
a horse of that value, he was entitled to a vote; 
but if the horse happened to die befure the elec- 


‘tion, he lost his privilege, which was placing the 


Tight in the horse instead of the man. As to free- 
“hold qualifications, they were evaded too by deeds 
thade for the occasion, which were afterwards 
cancelled, 

Mr. Ranpoupy, in combatting the principle of 
universal suffrage, said that it was impossible for 
the gentleman himself, (alluding to Mr. Smivis,) 
or any piping-hot member from a Jacobin club— 
for any disciple of Tom Paine or of the Devil~ 
to carry this principle of equality to its full extent; 
for even they must exclude from its operation 
minors and females. He also took occasion to 
pronounce a strong philippic against foreigners 
having any part inthe Government. Mr. SMILIE, 
in his reply, paid a tribute of respect to the mem- 
ory of Paine, on account of his valuable political 
writings, which had been considered as highly 
serviceable in the Revolution, and which would 
always be esteemed wherever the rights of man 
are understood, and reminded him of the foreign- 
ers who had assisted in fighting our Revolution- 
ary battles. Mr. Raxpourn justified his allusion 
to Paine; said he was sorry the gentleman had 
not recollected his “ Age of Reason,” as well as 
his “Rights of Man ;” and as to any services which 
he rendered by his writings, he thought little of 
them. The heroes engaged in that great cause 


did not need the assistance of an English stay- 
maker. In reply, Mr. Smiute said, he never inter- 
fered with a man’s religious opinion; that was a 
private concern, which lay between God and a 
man’s own conscience; and as to the profession 
of Paine, that, he apprehended, would never lessen 
the value of his writings. 


Wepnespay, November 20. 


Another member, to wit, ARCHIBALD McBRYDE, 
from North Carolina, appeared, produced his cre- 
dentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. LITTLE presented a memorial of the repre- 
sentatives of the religious society of Friends, of 
the yearly meeting held in Baltimore, for the 
Western Shore of Maryland, the adjacent parts 
of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Ohio, stating that 
an extensive traffic is carried on in negroes and 

eople of color, from the Middle to the Southern 

tates, in violation of the law prohibiting the 
African slave trade; and that many free people 
of color are kidnapped, carried off, and held in 
slavery, by persons engaged in the traffic above 
mentioned, and praying the interference of Con- 
gress therein.—Referred to the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed 
on the eighth instant, presented a bill for the ap- 
portionment of representatives among the several 
States, according to the third enumeration; which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. Poinpexter presented a petition of the in- 
habitants of West Florida, praying, for the rea- 
sons therein stated, that West Florida be annexed 
to, and governed by, the laws of the Mississippi 
Territory.—Ordcred to lie on the table. 

Mr. Minnor stated that the present compensa- 
tion to witnesses who are compelled to appear in 
the courts of the United States is very inadequate. 
Several distressing cases of this kind had occurred 
in Pennsylvania. To remedy the evil, Mr. M. 
proposed the adoption of the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the 
compensation of witnesses held under recognizance to 
give testimony in criminal prosecutions in courts of the 
United States, with leave to report by bill or other- 
wise.” A 

Agreed to, and a committee of three appointed, 
viz: Mr. MıLNor, Mr. GĦoLrson, and Mr. Mer- 
CALF. 


Tuursnay, November 21. 

Another member, to wit: Exisna R, POTTER, 
from Rhode Island. appeared, produced his cre- 
dentials, was qualified, and took nis seat. 

Mr. Seygerr presented a petition of John H. 
and Joseph Cresson, merchants, of Philadelphia, 
to the same effect with the petition of William 
Dean.—Referred to the Committee of Commerce 
and Mauufactures. 

Mr. Finvuey, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Taliaferro, contesting the election of Joun P. 
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. read, and referred to a Committee of the Whole 
on Monday next. 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition of Rebecca 
Hodgson, widow and administratrix of Joseph 
Hodgson, deceased, praying compensation for the 
loss of a brick house, the property of the petition- 
er’s husband, which was leased to the Govern- 
ment to be occupied as an office for the War De- 
partment, and was burned down whilst in tlie 
occupancy aforesaid.— Referred to the Committee 
of Claims. l 

Mr. SEYBRERT, from the Committee of Revisal 
and Unfinished Business, made a report, in part, 
of such matters of business as were depending 
and undetermined at the close of the last session 
of Congress.—-Ordered to lie on the table. 


ADDITIONAL DUTIES. 


_ On motion of Mr. Rura, the House took up for 
consideration the resolution which he had sub- 
mitted some days ago, proposing to instruct the 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures to 
inquire into the expediency of laying an addi- 
tional duty on coarse manufactures of hemp, flax, 
and cotton. 

“This resolution produced a long desultory de- 

~- bate, which occupied the House the whole of the 
day, without coming to any decision upon it. 

Mr. Sranrorp, on the ground that the Com- 
mittee of Commerce and Manufactures had al- 
ready this subject under consideration, moved an 
indefinite postponement of the resolution. i 

This motion was negatived, 58 to 48. 

Mr. Kine propose an amendment. He ex- 
pressed himself friendly to the resolution of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, and to the encourage- 
ment of domestic manufactures generally. His 
amendment was in the following words: 

__- And also into the expediency of laying a duty on 
athe importation of. salt, 
or. otherwise.” A 


‘Mr: K. observed, that this was an article of: 
general consumption, and its manufacture ought. 


to be encouraged; as it was known what difficul- 
ties this country had experienced, and might again 
experience, when peed in a situation in which 
a sufficiency of salt could not be obtained. He 

. hoped, therefore, his amendment would be agreed 
to. 

Mr. Smis was afraid the House was getting 
‘into a practice that would produce great trouble 
and confusion, by departing from the usual and 
settled mode of proceeding. It had always been. 
deemed irregular, when a subject was committed, 
to bring it forward in the House before the com- 
„mittee made its report. Look at our situation, 
said he. A gentleman proposes a tax on manu- 
factures of cotton, another on salt. Every gen- 
tleman has his favorite manufacture which he 
wishes encouraged, so that an armful of resolu- 
tions will be thrown into the hands of this com- 
mittee. Mr. S. said he was friendly to the man- 
ufactures of our country, and was willing to give 
them every aid; but he did not wish, ın doing 
this, to break thf®ugh established rules. If gen- 


with authority to report by bill. 
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tlemen would suspend 
ject until the Committee of Commerce and Man- 
ufactures make their report, they will then hare 
a fair opportunity of delivering their sentiments 


fully, and of supporting such particular manufac- } 


tures as they may deem of most importance to 
the country. He hoped that neither the amend- 
ment nor the resolution would be agreed to, 


Mr. Atston considered the gentleman from # 
Pennsylvania mistaken as to the rule and practice | 
If the. doctrine which he main- # 
tains were correct, gentlemen might be defeated # 
in effecting the objects which they have in view, 

It was only to refer a subject toa committee; and | 


of the House. 


if a majority of that committtee were unfriendly, 


and either failed to report, or reported inimically, ig 
the friends of the measure might be defeated, # 


though there were a majority in the House in its 


favor. It was a common practice, Mr. A. said, to # 
refer a subject generally to a committee, and ; 
afterwards instruct them, by resolution, as to par- à 


ticular branches of the subject. 

Mr. Newron (the Chairman of the Committee 
of Commerce and Manufactures) said, the subject 
of manufactures was considered as being gener- 
ally before them, and he knew it to be the inten- 


tion of the committee to take up the matter com- į 


prehensively ; and if any gentleman shall think 
proper to give them information respecting. any 


particular manufacture, either orally or in writing, 4 


they will be glad to receive it, Mr. N. thought 


‘the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. ALSTON) | 


was mistaken, when he said that a committee 
had the power of defeating the purposes of mem- 
bers; because, whenever a report was made, it 


was in the power of a majority of the House to , 


amend it, and make it just what they please. 
Mr. Quincy was in favor of the amendment 


offered by the gentleman from North Carolina, ‘4 
(Mr. Kine,) and thanked him for bringing it for- 3 
ward. Some of his constituents, men who lived ‘di 


on the sandbanks of the country, were deeply. in- 
terested in the manufacture of salt, and had been 
nearly ruined by the repeal of the duty on that 
article. He was friendly to a duty on salt, as it 


“was more equal and less felt in the payment than 


any other, and he had always thought it strange 
that the duty had been repealed. 

` Mr. Macon thought the proposition to tax this 
necessary of life, at a time when it is probable we 
may find a difficulty in procuring it in sufficient 
quantity, was very ill-timed. The repeal of this 
duty had been called strange. He thought it 
would have been niore strange had Congress con- 


tinued the duty when the Treasury was not in į 
If there was ` 


need of the money arising from it. 
any thing strange in the business, it was that 
there should have been any opposition to the re- 
peal. Mr. M. agreed with the remark made bya 
gentleman from Massachusetts some days ago, 
that taxes, to be just, ought to be equal. “Would 
a tax on salt, he asked, be equal? It certainly 
would not. People on the seacoast would not 


feelit. Their cattle would refuse it, if given to | 


them, The interior of the country, the people 
from East to West, would have to bear the weight 
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H of this tax. But the gentleman from Massachu- 
M setts says the repealing of this duty ruined his 


gonstituents, who live on the sandbanks of the 
eountry. He would not consent, however, to tax 


the people of his part of the country, living on 
M sandhills, to support that. gentleman’s sandbank 
$ constituents. 5 


But this duty, it is said, is to be laid to en- 


l courage manufactures. Why this great cry about 


domestic manufactures? He thought they had 


already sufficient encouragement from the present 


situation of things. The President had recom- 


H mended the subject to the consideration of the 
) House, and he had no doubt the committee, to 


whom it had been referred, would do what is 


RK proper on the subject. Mr. M. wished to know 
$ for what purpose this additional duty is wanted. 
| Tf, said he, it be wanted for going to war, let us 


know it. For his part, he had heard so much 
about war formerly, that he hardly thought we 
should get at it now. 

` Mr. M. said, on a former occasion, when the 
country was in a situation something like the 
present, a gentleman from Virginia was so alarm- 
ed lest salt sufficient could not be had, that he 
proposed a bounty on its importation. What, 
said Mr. M., will be the effect of a proposition 
for taxing salt in the country? He had no doubt 
that, in the Southern States, it would imme- 
diately raise the price of the article at Petersburg 
and Fayetteville. On this account, he hoped, if 
the House did not mean to lay a tax on salt, that 
the proposition would be immediately discarded. 
For himself, he would sooner consent to a land 
or poll tax than a tax on salt. 

Mr. Smtutp moved a postponement of the reso- 
lution until the first Monday in February next, 

- This motion was debated at-some length. Some 
who wished to vote for it, wished the proposition 
for a tax on salt to be disconnected with the ori- 
ginal proposition. f 

Mr. Kine withdrew his amendment. But ‘he 


` could not help expressing his astonishment at the 


alarm which had been excited by a mere propo- 
sition to submit an inquiry toa committee. He 
did not propose to tax salt, but he wished the sub- 
ject to have been committed, that a report might 
have been had on the subject. He was far from 
desiring to benefit one part of the country to the 
injury of another, or from offering any disrespect 
to the Committee of Commerce and Manufac- 
tures; but he wished to see how far Congress 
were disposed to encourage the manufactures of 
our country in preference to those of foreign na- 
tions. 

Mr. BurwE.u was of opinion that the proposed 
postponement would not answer the purpose in- 
tended ; for, when the day arrived to which the 
resolution was referred, the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee would not fail to call it up, perhaps, twenty 
times in the course of the session. He had said 
he would stick by it, and no one would doubt his 
perseverance to obtain his object. Mr. B. thought 
it would be the better course, and would save 
much trouble in the House, to refer this, and 
every other resolution of the kind which might 


be offered. It would be showing respect to the ` 
movers, would not decide upon their merits, and 
the committee would act upon them as they 
thought proper. Ifa contrary course be pursued, 
gentlemen who wish to call the attention of Con- 
gress to particular kinds of manufacture, will’ 
have to be constantly troubling the committee to 
whom the subject is referred, which might prove 
very unpleasant, both to the members of the com- 
mittee and to the gentlemen who felt it their duty 
to apply to them. He hoped the House would, 
therefore, act upon the resolution. 

The question on postponement was negatived 
by yeas and nays—64 to 46, 

The resolution came again under consideration. 
Successive amendments were made to it. The 
word coarse was struck out, and the articles of 
wool and lead were added. Salt was again pro- 
posed by Mr. Quincy, but negatived—59 to 54. 
Iron wire and files were proposed to be added; 
but the usual hour of adjournment having arrived, 
a motion was made and carried to adjourn, before 
the question on this proposition was decided. 


Frivay, November 22. 


Another member, to wit; Epwin Gray, from 
Virginia, appeared, produced his credentials, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the committee appoint- 
ed the fourteenth instant, presented a bill for the 
relief of Josiah H. Webb; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

Mr. Key presented a petition of John Dillon, 
of the State of Maryland, stating that his schoon- 
er, called the “ Rachael,” was seized, libelled, and 
condemned in the district court of Orleans, for a 
supposed violation of the revenue laws, and that, 
upon an appeal to the Supreme Court, the sen- 
tence of condemnation was reversed, and restitu- 
tion ordered ; and praying that he may be paid 
the amount for which the said vessel was sold 
under the order of the said court of Orleans.— 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Stow presented a petition of sundry offi- 
cers and soldiers, and the heirs of officers and 
soldiers, who served in the British army in Ame- 
rica, in the war between Great Britain and 
France, which commenced in 1755, residing in 
Jefferson county, State of New York, praying 
that their claims to lands for services in the said 
war may be investigated, and that they may re- 
ceive grants for whatever portion may be found 
due to them.—Referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Lews, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill for the relief 
of Anthony Crease; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on Mon- 
day next. 

On motion of Mr. SEYDERT, a committee of 
three members of the House of Representatives 
was appointed, who, with three members of the 
Senate, shall have the application of ™the money 
appropriated by the “Act making a further ap- 
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propriation for the support of a Library,” passed 
the 21st of February, 1806; and Messrs. SEY- 
BERT, Lownpes, and Quincy, were appointed the 
committee. l 

Mr. Go p, from the committee appointed the 
13th instant, presented a bill providing for the 
more convenient taking of affidavits and bail in 
civil causes depending 1n the courts of the United 
States; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Commnittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Burwett, John Taliaferro, 
who has contested the election of Joan P. Hun- 
GERFORD, had lcave to occupy a scat on the floor 
of the House, for the purpose of being heard, in 
person, when the subject-matter of the said con- 
tested clection shall be under consideration. 


APPORTIONMENT. OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


On motion of Mr. Dawson, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
for apportioning the Representatives among the 
several States, according to the third enumera- 
tion. ` 

The bill having been read, the question on fill- 
ing the blanks occurred. The first was in rela- 
tion to the number of inhabitants for each Rep- 
resentative ; when l m: 

"Mr; Dawson observed, that he was instructed 
by ihe committee who directed him to report this 


bill, to propose filling the blank with the words. 


forty thousand; but he should himself -vote 
against filling the blank with this number, be- 
cause it would deprive the State of Rhode Island 
of one-half of her present Representatives; it 
would deprive Connecticut and Maryland each 
of one member, and Virginia of two. He should, 
therefore, be in favor of filling the blank with 
37,000, as this number would not deprive any 
State of a Representative, and it would only in- 
crease the present number of Representatives from 
14210180. EP 

“Mr: RipeeLy, from Delaware, hoped the blank 
would not:be filled with 40,000. He was in favor 
of filling it with 35,000, which he thought would 
do morë equal justice to all the Statés than any 
other number, and would leave less fractional 
numbers. This number would give two members 
to the: State he represented; a greater number 
would leave a very large fraction. If 35,000 were 
agreed upon, it would give the House 18] mem- 
bers, which, he thought, could not be considered 
as an extravagant number. Mr. R. urged the 
propriety of thus filling the blank, at considerable 
length, » 

Mr. Porter spoke of the hardship which the 
State which he represented (Rhode Island) would 
experience, if the number proposed should be 
agreed to. Mr. P. thought such treatment, from 
her sister States, would illy requite the great ex- 
ertions of ‘her citizens during the Revolution, or 
the commercial-and manufacturing enterprise of 
his constituents, which was at least equal to that 
of any State in the Union. He hoped, in order 
to afford time for deliberation on this subject, that 
the Committee would rise, and report progress. 
He made this motion; which was negatived. 


The question was then taken on filling the 
blank with 40,000, and négatived—ayes 60, noes 
53, 
Mr. Dawson then moved to fill the blank with 
the words 37,000. 

Mr. ANDERSON moved 39,000. i 

Mr.-Bovp was in favor of a smaller number. 
He thought the reasons offered by the gentleman 
from Delaware, in favor of filling the blank with 
35,000, were deserving of attention, and spoke at 
some length in favor of this number. 

Questions were severally taken on filling the 


blank with 39,000, 38,000, and 37,000, and nega- * 


tived; the last by one vote only. ` 

The question was then put upon 35,000, and 
carricd—69 votes being in favor of it. 

Mr. Dawson moved that the Committee rise. 
The other blanks in the bill would be easily filled 
in the House, afier the number of inhabitants to 
each Representative should be definitively set- 
ded. 


The Committee rose accordingly, and took up $ 


the report. 
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Mr. Smiuiz voted in Committee of the Whole 4% 


in favor of filling the blank with 37,000, in order 
to accommodate those States which would suffer 
by having the blank filled with 40,000, though he 


thought that number would be best; but as he hs 


foùnd the members from those very States voted 


against 37,000, and in favor of a smaller number, 


he should now be in favor of 40,000. 


After considerable debate, in which Mr. Ripae- -# 
ty, Mr. Fisk, and Mr. Wipaery, spoke in favor 3 
of agreeing to the report, and Mr. J. Rannoupn | 
against it, and in favor of filling the blank with ` 
37.000, the question: on filling the blank with: # 
35,000, was taken and negatived—yeas 48, nays i 


76, as follows: 
Yzas—Daniel Avery, Jósiah Bartlett, Abijah Bige- 
low, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, John ©. Calhoun, 


Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, Martin | 
Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., Samuel Dinsmoor,. 3 


Elias-Earle, William Ely, James Emott, James Fisk, 


Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L.: : 


Green, :Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, James Milnor, Samuel L. 
Mitchill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, juna 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Jo- 
siah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Ebe- 
nezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Lewis B. Sturges, George 
Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri 
Tracy, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, 
Leonard White, and William Widgery. 
Nays—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas 
Blount, James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, William 
A. Burwell, William Butler, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William 
Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joscph Desha, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Felix Grundy, Aylett Hawes, Ja- 
cob Hufty, John P. Hungerford, John M. Hyneman, 
Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lefever, Joseph Lewis, junior, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archi- 
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bald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alex- 
ander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., John 
Randolph, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer'Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, Geo. Smith, 
John Smith, Richard Stanford, Silas Stow, William 


‘Strong, Peleg Tallman, George Troup, Chas. Turner, 


jun., Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Thomas 
Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Mr. Troup moved to fill the said blank with 
the words “ forty thousand,” and the question be- 
ing taken, it was determined in the negative— 
yeas 50, nays 72, as follows: 

Vras—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, William 


' W. Bibb, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Rob- 


ert Brown, William A.. Burwell, John C. Calhoun, 
Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condit, Wil- 
liam. Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, William 
Findley, Meshack Franklin, Felix Grundy, Bolling 
Hall, Obed. Hall, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Afchibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Samuel L. Mitch- 
ill; James Morgan, Thomas Newbold, Israel Pickens, 
‘William Piper, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, 
Ebenezer Sage, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John 
Smilie, William Strong, Peleg Tallman, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Robert Whitchill, David 
R. Williams, and Thomas Wilson. 

Nays—Stevenson Archer, Daniel Avery, Burwell 
Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, James Brecken- 
Tidge, Elijah ‘Brigham, William Butler, Epaphroditus 


` Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Clopton, Thomas 


+ 


B. Cooke, John Davenport, jun., John Dawson, Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Ely, Jas. Emott, 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. 
Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, 
John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John P. Hungerford, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, 
Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nel- 
son, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
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Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bige-- 


low, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Jas. Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William A. 
Burwell, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, William Crawford, John Davenport, junior, 
Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias 
Earle, William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, 


Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thos. | 
R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grun-. 


dy, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John P. 
Hungerford, Jolin M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr., 
Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, William R. King, Abner 
Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, 
jun, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathanicl Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 


Samuèl McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 


James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, 
Thomas Newbold, 'l'homas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
Israel Pickens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
James Pleasants, junior, Benjamin Pond, Elisha R. 
Potter; John Randolph, John Rhea, John Roane, Jon- 
athan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, John Smilie, George: 
Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Silas Stow, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tall- 
man, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles ‘Turner, 
jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, Laban Wheaton, 
Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Wm. Widgery, 
Thomas Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Naxs—William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John ©. 
Calhoun, Martin Chittenden, Samuel Dinsmoor, Jas. 
Fisk, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, John A. Harper, 


James Morgan, Josiah Quincy, Henry M. Ridgely, Ebs. 


enezer Seaver, Abam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, William 
Strong, George Sullivan, and Samuel Taggart: i 

Mr. Dawson moved to fill the other blanks in 
the bill, as follow: New Hampshire, five mem- 
bers; Massachusetts, eighteen; Vermont, five; 


Rhode Island, two; Connecticut, seven; New. 


York, twenty-five ; New Jersey, six; Pennsylva- 
nia, twenty-one ; Delaware, one ; Maryland, nine; 
Virginia, twenty-two; North Carolina. thirteen ; 
South Carolina, nine; Georgia, five; Kentucky, 
ten; Ohio, six; and Tennessee, six. i 
The bill was ordered. to be engrossed for a third 


Timothy Pitkin, jun., Fames Pleasants, jan., Benjamin | reading, and the House adjourned. 


Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
Wiliam Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John Rhea, John 
Roane, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Se- 


vier, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, ; 


Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, Sam- 
uel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Wm, Widgery, 
and Richard Winn. 


Mr. Tracy moved to fill the said blank with 
* thirty-eight thousand ;” and the question there- 
on being taken, was also determined in the nega- 
tive. f 

Mr, Dawson then moved, that the said blank 
be filled with the words “ thirty-seven thousand ;” 
and the question thereon being taken, was resolv- 
ed in the affirmative—yeas 102, nays 18, as fol- 
lows: f 

Yras— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 


Monpay, November 25. 

The Speaker laid before the House the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
state of the finances of the United States, in obe- 
dience to the “Act to establish the Treasury 
Department.”—Referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. Avery, from the committee appointed on 
the fonrteenth instant, presented a bill for the re- 
lief of John Burnham; which was read twice, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole to» 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 


Resolved, That so much of the petition of the 


inhabitants of West Florida, as relates to the 
annexation of that Province to the Mississippi 
Territory, be referred to the committee appointed 
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on the memorial of the Legislative Council and | Richard Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tall- 
House of Representatives of said Territory, pray- | madge, Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Thomas 
ing admission into the Union on an equal footing | Wilson, and Richard Winn. 
with the original States; and that so much of | The question was then taken on the passage of 
the said petition as relates to land claims, be re- | the bill, and resolved in the affirmative. 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. ; E 

A message from the Senate informed the House MILITARY CORPORAL PUNISHMENT, À 
that the Senate have passed a bill “to authorize | | Mr. Ranpowpu prefaced a motion on this sub. | 
the surveying and marking of certain roads in | ject by observing that he trusted it was one on 
the State of Ohio, as contemplated by the Treaty | which there would be no difference of opinion. 
of:Brownstown, in the Territory of Michigan ;” | The subject had before now been agitated in the 
and desire the concurrence of this House therein. | House, and had been spoken of at least, if not’ 

; formally brought before the Committee of For- 

APPORTIONMENT BILL. eign Relations; but deeming-it more specifically 

The bill for the apportionment of representa- | to belong to the committee on that part of the 
tives according to the third enumeration of the | President’s Message relating to our military af- 
people of the United States was read a third | fairs, he wished to give it that direction. If they 
time; and on the question, “Shall the bill pass?” | were, aécording to the wishes of the Executive, 

Mr. Bins moved to recommit the bill, with a | to increase the standing military force, to author- 
view to substitute another ratio for that on which | ize the President to accept the services of volun- ` 
it is now, predicated. -teer companies, and to call out detachments of: | 
': The motion was supported at considerable | militia; in other words, if there was the slightest ` 
length by Mr. Quincy, as also by Mr. Key and | probability that the public force of the country 
Mr. Wincery and Mr. Smitiz, and opposed by | would be brought into action; the first step to be 


Mr. RANDOLPH. : ‘taken must be to amend the rules and articles of, 
~The motion for recommitment was lost—yeas| war, so as to abolish the use of the lash. Al->; 
56, ńays 72, as follows: though the vagrants picked up in alehouses and 


Yeas- William. Anderson, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel tippling shops. might submit to this degradation, ' 
Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, William W. Bibb, Abijah | it was well known, Mr. R. said, that the yeo- | 
Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, Elijah | manry of the country would not; and he would. . 
Brigham, Robert Brown, Martin Chittenden, Thomas | venture to say that, formidable as they would be 
B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, Roger Davis, Samuel Dins- | to-an enemy in the field, they would prove more 
moor, William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, | so to their officers if this sort of military dis- 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah IL. cipline were attempted to be introduced among 
Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, John | them. He remarked also that, notwithstanding\ | 
M. Hyneman, Philip B. Key, Robert Le Roy Living- | aj] that could be said by military coxcombs, by `, 
ston, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, Arunah Met-| the sticklers for the old system, experience had. 
calf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Benjamin | roved that flogging was not essential to tha.” 
Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, P ictest: ilitary disezpli He. therefore. n d!: 
Henry M.: Ridgely, William Rodman, Thomas Sam- | SU1Ctest- military Pr et SAEs esc aney MOVED, Í 
mons; Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, | “That the committee to whom has been referred so- 
Jolin Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, William | much of the President’s Message as relates to filling 
Strong, George Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Peleg T'all- | the ranks and prolonging the- enlistments of the r egu- 
man, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van lar troops, and to an auxiliary force, be Instructed to 
Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and | inquire whether any, and what alteration is necessary 
William Widgery. . in the act, entitled ‘An act for establishing rules and 

Nays—Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, John | articles for the government of the armies of the United 
Baker, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William Black- | States.” . 
ledge, Thomas Blount, James Breckenridge, William | The resolution was ordered to lie on the table.’ ` 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, John Clopton, 
William Crawford, John Davenport, jun., John Daw- 
son, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, Meshack Franklin,| Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, | Public Lands, who were instructed by a resolu- 


Felix. Grundy, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John P. i tion of the eighteenth: instant to inquire what 
Hungerford, Richard Jackson, jun., Richard M. John- | provision ouch to be made for the Tocătion of 
son, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, | Virginia military land warrants, made a report 


Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jun. . . er : 
Peter Little, William: Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon | thereon; which was read, and ordered to lie on 


Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William Me: | eee f 
Coy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, James Mor-; MT. Newron made a favorable report on the 
gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh | Memorial of Stephen Kingston, merchant of 


Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas | Philadelphia; which was read and committed. 


Tusespay, November 26. 


Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel| Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of Ship- 
Pickens, William Piper, Kimothy Pitkin, jun., Tames | man, Dennison, and Co., merchants of New 
Pleasants, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, Sam- | Haven, Conneeticut, stating their having in Oc- 
uel: Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan | tober 1810, previous to the issuing of the Presi- 
Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, John Sevier, John Smith, | dent’s proclamation, shipped a cargo of horses, 
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States was interdicted; and praying that they | 


may be permitted to import the same, the non- 
importation law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
—Referred to the Committee of Commerce ani 
Manufactures. : 

The bill from the Senate authorizing the sur- 
veying and marking certain raads in the State of 
Ohio, as contemplated by the Treaty of Browns- 
town, was twice read and committed. 

The bill for the relief of Josiah H. Webb (a 
person disabled by a wound whilst engaged in 
conveying the mail of the United States) went 


through a Committee of the Whole. and was! 


ordered by the Fouse to be engrossed for a third 
reading. i 

The bill for the relief of Anthony Crease went 
through a Committee of the Whole, and was, 
after some objections, reported to the House, 
who refused to pass it to a third reading, 51 to 48. 

[The bill went to enable said Crease, an alien, 
or ns heirs, to hold real estate within this Dis- 
trict. : 

`: Mr. Newson presented the petition of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church of the town of Al- 
exandria, praying for an act of incorporation. 
[A bill for carrying into effect the prayer ofa 
similar petition, it will be recollected, was at the 
last session rejected by the President of the Uni- 
ted States.] ‘The memorial, which is very long, 
was read and referred to the Committee of the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Rea offered the following resolution, 
giving as a reason for it, the doubts which seem 
to hang over the subject: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be 
instructed to inquire, whether the laws of the United 
States, or the laws of the respective States and T'errito- 
Ties, do extend over parts of States and Territories, 
situated respectively adjacent to the United States, 
‘and to which the Indian title is not extinct, and in 


what manner, and to what extent, and report their | 
opinion thereon. i 


“On the suggestion of Mr. Lacock who re- 
marked on the number of resolutions of this kind 
already before the House, the resolution was, 
with the consent of the mover, ordered to lie on 
the table, 

_Mr. POINDEXTER, after observing that the reso- 
lution already before the House on the subject 
was not sufficiently comprehensive, moved the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on so much 
of the Message of the President of the United States 
as relates to Indian affairs, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of extending the jurisdiction of the 
district courts of the United States and inferior courts 
of the Territories thereof, over those parts of the several 
States and Territories to which the Indian title has not 
been extinguished, so as to authorize said courts to 
take cognizance of all cases, civil and criminal, against 
any citizen or citizens, or other person or persons, (In- 
dians excepted,) resident or being within the Indian 
boundary. ; 


IMPRESSED SEAMEN. 


Mr. Lrrrer offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States: 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House, as 
far as practicable, a list of the whole number of per- 
sons impressed, seized, and otherwise unlawfully taken 
from on board vessels sailing under the United States’ 
flag on the high seas or rivers, in ports and harbors; 
by whom, and under the authority of what Power, 
Kingdom, or State, such impressments, seizures, and 
other unlawful detentions were made; what number 
thereof are citizens of the United States; with such 
; other information on this subject as he in his judgment 
| may think proper to communicate. 

Mr. Seyeert inquired what period of time 
the mover contemplated to be embraced by his 
resolution. 

Mr. Lirtte said his object was to procure 
every information attainable on a subject which 
had excited much attention and feeling among 
the people of the United States, and occasioned 
loud complaint. He said he had examined the 
records of the House and found no report on the 
subject later than 1807, which report was but 
partial. His object was to obtain information on 
the subject from 1792, when the evil was first 
felt, to the present time. 

The resolution lies on the table. 


AMERICAN MANUFACTURES, 


Mr. Newton observed that the persons who 
took the third census had been also directed by 
law to take accounts of the manufactures of the 
United States in their respective districts, and 
make their returns to the office of the Secretary 

‘of the Treasury of the United States. So soon 
as the Committee of Commerce and Manufac- 
tures should be in possession of that report, it was 
the intention of the committee to take the sub- 
ject of manufactures into consideration. And he 
now rose to give notice that the committee were 
ready to receive any information on this subject 
which gentleman from any part of the Union 
might have to communicate. 

Mr. Ruea, after expressing his thanks for the 

i liberty offered to him to give to the Committee 

of Commerce and Manufactures any information 

he might possess on the subject of the manufac- 
tures of the country in which he lived ; but think- 

| ing it possible he might not have the honor of 
coming before that committee, he should move 
the consideration of the resolution offered by him 
some days ago for laying additional duties on the 
coarse manufactures of certain materials import- 

ied into the United States. It appeared from the 
gentleman’s statement, that the committee had 
now before them no specific proposition for en- 
couraging manufactures, and were waiting for a 
certain something from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, which they did not know when they 
should receive. He, therefore, hoped they would 
take up bis resolution. 


è 


371 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


372 


H: oF R. 


Novemnen, 1811. 


Process in Federal Courts— Western Roads. 


The House refused to proceed to the consider- 
ation of Mr. Ruga’s resolution—yeas 44, nays 69. 

Mr. Rura then moved the order of the day on 
the bill providing for the government of Louisi- 
ana; which the House also refused to take up. 


PROCESS IN FEDERAL COURTS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill providing for the more 
convenient taking of affidavits to be used in civil 
eases in the courts of the United States, and to 
provide the mode of taking bail in certain cases. 

[The bill goes to authorize certain judicial 
officersin each State, such as the Chanccilor and 
Judges of the Superior Courts, &e., to receive 
bail and take affidavits to be used in civil cases 
in the courts of.the United States.] 

Considerable conversation took place between 
Messrs. Gotp, Guotsox, McCoy, Kine, Fisk. 
Cueves, Mitnor, Cray, (Speaker,) Key, and 
Evy, on the principle as well as on the details of 
the. bill. 

It appeared, from what was said by different 
gentlemen, that there was no uniform rule pre- 
scribed in such cases by the laws of the United 
States; that whilst in New. York and Pennsy!- 
vania, clients frequently had to travel three or 
four hundred miles tothe district Judge, or to 
the office of the clerk of the court, to make affid- 
avit of to enter bail; yet in Kentucky, Maryland, 
and Massachusetts, affidavits were made or bail 
entered befure any authority commissioned to do 
the same as to the State courts. The bill was 
objected to, therefore, principally on two grounés ; 
because it abridged the rights of the people of 
those States where the greatest latitude of indul- 
gence already existed, and because the courts of 
the United States were authorized to make such 
rules and regulations-in this case as they should 
think proper.. There appearing, however, to be 
much.difference of opinion on the subject among 
the legal characters of the House, the committee’ 
rose, and the bill was recommitted to the com- 
mittée who reported it, to which on motion of 
Mr. Gotp, four other members were added, viz: 
Mr. Cueves, Mr. Key, Mr. Evy, and Mr. Guot- 
SON. 


Wenpnespay, November 27. 


Mr. Guo_son made an unfavorable report on 
the claims of several petitioners barred by the 
statutes of limitation.—Referred to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Josiah H. 
Webb, was read a third time, and passed. 

_'Mt.-Morrow reported favorably on the petition 
of sundry land claimants in Mississippi Territory, 
praying-for an extension of time for paying the 
last instalment on purchases of public lands.—Re- 
committed to the Land Committee, to report a 
bill thereon. 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the report of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, on the contested election of Jons P. Hun- 
GERForD. Before any decision could be had, the 
Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 


Tuurspay, November 28. 


Two other members, to wit: WILLIAM PAULD- 
1NG, jun., from New York, and CHARLES Goups- 
BOROUGH, from Maryland, appeared. produced their 
credentials, were qualified, and took their seats. 

The annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, respecting the regulation of the cur- 
rency of foreigu coins, was laid before the House 
by the SPEAKER, and ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Morrow presented the petition of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of the city of New Orleans, 
praying that Congress will invest the right toa 
certain lot of land lying in the city of New Or- 
leans, in the corporation thereof, on which it is 
proposed, under an act of the said corporation, to 
erect steam engines, and the necessary buildings 
by which it is contemplated to supply the said 
city with water. 

Mr. Bacox moved the following resolutions, 
which were agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of contin- 
uing in force, for a further time, an act, entitled “An 
act continuing, for a limited time, the salaries of the 
oflicers of Government therein mentioned,” and have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise: 

Resolved, 'That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of contin- 
uing in force for a further time the first section of an 
act, entitled “ An act further to protect the commerce 
and seamen of the United States against the Barbary 
Powers,” and that they have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Morrow moved the following resolution, 
predicating it on the late unfortunate oceurrence 
on the Wabash: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to loan to the State of Ohio stand 
of arms, with bayonets and cartouch boxes, and 
pieces of field artillery, on the Legislature of that State 
making such provision by law as shall, in his opinion, 
afford security for their safe-keeping and return, save 
the damage and loss incident to use and accident in 
actual service. | . 

The resolution was referred to a Committee of ' 
the Whole. 

Mr. Jenxines moved the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of allowing the qualified voters in 
the several counties in the Indiana Territory to elect 
their sheriffs in their respective counties, and that the 
said committee inquire likewise into the expediency of 
allowing appeals in certain cases, from the Territorial 
courts to the courts of the United States, and what 
amendments, if any, are necessary to be made to an 
act entitled “an act to divide the Indiana Territory 
into two separate governments,” with leave to report 
by bill, bills, or otherwise. f 

Messrs. Jenntnes, Sevier, New, Rozerrs, 
Witson, Morgan, and MaxweLt, were appointed 
the committee. 


WESTERN ROADS. 


Mr. Morrow made a report of the committee 
appointed on the 11th instant, “to inquire into the 
expediency of laying out and making the roads 
contemplated: by the Treaty of Brownstown,” 
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which was read and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. The report is-as follows: 

- That the roads contemplated by the said treaty have 
for their object the. opening a communication by land 
- between the. Territory of Michigan and the different 

settlements in the State of Ohio, and generally with the 

other parts of the United States. . A view of the geo- 
grephical position of the Territory of Michigan, situate 
as it is, bordering for a considerable extent on the Brit- 
ish provinces of Upper Canada, bounded on the east, 
north, and west, by water, and on the south by an ex- 
tensive tract of country to which the Indian title re- 
mains unextinguished, convinces the committee of the 
utility and necessity of the proposed roads. ‘They 
would subserve to the convenience of the citizens in 
their ordinary intercourse; of the Government in the 
transportation of the public mail; and, especially in an 
emergency, would be necessary for military operations. 
The distance from the rapids of the Miama of the 
lakes to the Western boundary of the Connecticut Re- 
serve is about thirty-five miles; and from the lower San- 
dusky, in a southwardly direction, to the old Indian boun- 
dary line, is about seventy miles; making proper. allow- 
ance for windings in the roads, so that they may be made 
on the best ground. The aggregate Jength of road pro- 
posed to be made may be estimated at one hundred 
and twenty miles; but, however great the advantage, 
and. immediate the necessity of these roads, it is not 
probable that the object will be accomplished for many 
years to come, unless the United States provide the 
-funds. The Territory of Michigan is destitute of the 
means, and the proposed roads are without the limits 
of her territorial jurisdiction ; the State of Ohio, with 
limited public resources, and multiplied demands for 
extensive improvements on the roads within her settle- 
ments ; it is not to be expected that either will afford 
the funds necessary to accomplish the proposed object. 
. The committee are of opinion that provision ought to 


be made for laying out and making the said roads, and. 


that they ought to be located of the width proposed: by 
the said treaty. Í f ' 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittec of the Whole on the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections on the petition of John Tal- 
jaferro, contesting the clection of Joun P. Hun- 
GeRFoRD. Before any decision was bad, the 
Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 


¢ 

Fripay, November 29. 

The House took up the resolution submitted on 
the 261h, calling on the Executive for information 

„respecting impressments, which was agreed to; 
and Mr. Lrrrie and Mr. Reep appointed a com- 
‘mittee to present the same to the President. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Scoate to the bill “extending the 
time for opening the several land offices in the 

- Territory of Orleans ;” which were, together with 
the bill, committed to the Committee on Public 
Lands. ; 
FOREIGN RELATIONS. 
Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, made the fullowing report, which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole: 


The committee to whom was referred that part of, 


_ That they have endeavored to give to the subject 
submitted to them that full and dispassionate consid- 
cration which is due to one so intimately connected 
with the interest, the peace, the safety, and the honor- 
of their country. te 

Your commitice will not encumber your journals, 
and waste your patience with a detailed history of all 
the various matters growing out of our forcign rela- 
tions. The cold recital of wrongs; of injurics-and ag- 
gressions known and felt by cvery member of. this 
Union, could have no other effect than to deaden the 
national sensibility, and render the public mind cal- 
lous to injuries with which it is already too familiar. 

Without recurring, then, to.the multiplied wrongs . 
of partial or temporary operation, of which we have 
so just cause of complaint against the two great bellig- 
erents, your committee will only call your attention,- 
at this time, to the systematic aggression of those Pow- . 
ers, authorized by their edicts against neutral com- 
merce—a system, which, as regarded its principles, 
was founded on pretensions that went to the subver- 
sion of our national independence; and which, al- 
though now abandoned by one Power, is, in its broad 
and destructive operation, as still enforced by the other, - 
sapping the foundation of our prosperity. 

It is more than five years since England and France, 
in violation of those principles of justice and public 
law, held sacred by all civilized nations, commenced 
this unprecedented system by-seizing the property of 
the citizens of the United States, peaceably pursuing 
their lawful commerce on the high seas. ‘To shield 
themselves from the odium which such outrage must 
incur, each of the belligerents sought a pretext in the 
conduct of the other—each attempting to justify his 
system of rapine as a retaliation for similar acts on 
the part of his enemy. As if the law of nations, 
founded on the eternal rules of justice, ceuld sanction. 
a principle, which, if ingrafled into our municipal 
code, would excuse the crime of one robber, upon the 
sole plea that the unfortunate object of his rapacity 
was also a victim to the injustice of another. Tho 
fact of priority could be true as to onc only of the par- 
ties, and whether true or false, could furnish no ground 
of justification. 

The United States thus unexpectedly and violently 
assailed by the two greatest Powers in Europe, with- 
drew their citizens and property from the ocean: and 
cherishing the blessing of peace, although the occasion 
would have fully justified war, sought redress in an 
appeal to the justice and magnanimity of the belliger- 
ents. When this appeal had failed of.the success 
which was due to its moderation, other measures, 
founded on the same pacific policy, but applying to 
the interests instead of the justice of the belligerents, 
were resorted to. Such was the character of the non- 
intercourse and non-importation laws, which invited 
the return of both Powers to their former state of ami- 
cable relations, by offering commercial advantages to 
the one who should first revoke his hostile edicts, and . 
imposing restrictions on the other. 

France, at length, availing herself of the proffers 
made equally to her and ber enemy, by the non-impor- 
tation law of May, 1810, announced the repeal, on the 
first of the following November, of the decrees of Ber- 
lin and Milan. And it affords a subject of sincere 
congratulation to be informed, through the official or- 
gans of the Government, that those decrees are, so far 


the President’s Message which relates to our foreign | at least as our rights are concerned, really and practi- 


affairs, beg leave to report in part: 


cally atan end. 
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It was confidently expected, that this act on the 
part of France would have been immediately followed 
by a revocation on the part of Great Britain of her 
Orders in Council. If our reliance on her justice had 
been impaired by the wrongs she had inflicted, yet, 
when she had plighted her faith to the world that the 
-sole motive of her aggression on neutral commerce 
was to be found in the Berlin and Milan decrees, we 
looked forward to the extinction of those decrees, as 
the period when the freedom of the seas would be 
again restored. In this reasonable expectation we 
have, however, been disappointed. A year has elapsed 
since the French decrees were rescinded, and yet 
Great Britain, instead of retracing pari passu that 
course of unjustifiable attack on neutral rights, in 
which she professed to be only the reluctant follower 
of France, has advanced with bolder and continually 
increasing strides. To the categorical demands lately 
made by our Government for the repeal of her Orders 
in Council, she has affected to deny the practical ex- 
tinction of the French decrees, and she has, moreover, 
advanced a new and unexpected demand, increasing 
in hostility the orders themselves. She has insisted, 
through her accredited Minister at this place, that the 
repeal of the Orders in Council must be preceded, not 
only by the practical abandonment of the decrees of 
Berlin and Milan, so far as they infringe the neutral 
rights of the United States ; but by the renunciation 
on. the part of France, of the whole of her system of 
commercial warfare ‘against ‘Great Britain, of which 
those decrees originally formed a part. - 

This system is understood to consist in a course of 
measures adopted by France and the other Powers on 
the Coritinent subject to, or in alliance with her, cal- 
culated to prevent the introduction into their territo- 
ries of the produce and manufactures of Great Britain 
and her colonies; and to annihilate her trade with 
them. However hostile these regulations may be on 
the part of France towards Great Britain, or however 
sensibly the latter may feel their effects, they are, nev- 
ertheless, to be regarded only as the expedients of one 
enemy against another, for which the United States, 
as a neutral Power, can, in no respect, be responsible ; 
they are, too, in exact . conformity with those which 
Great Britain has herself adopted and acted upon in 
time of peace as well as war. And it is not to be pre- 
sumed. that France would yield to the unauthorized 
demand of America what she seems to have consid- 
ered as one of the most powerful engines of the prés- 
ent war. f 


‘Such are the pretensions upon which Great Britain 
founds the violation of the maritime rights of the Uni- 
ted States—pretensions not theoretical merely, but fol- 
lowed up by a desolating war upon our unprotected 
commerce. The ships of the United States, laden 
with the products of our own soil and labor, navigated 
by our own citizens, and peaceably pursuing a lawful 
trade, ate seized on our own coasts, at the very mouths 
of our harbors, condemned and confiscated. 

Your committee are not, however, of that sect 
whose worship is at the shrine of a calculating avarice. 
And while we are laying before you the just com- 
plaints of our merchants against the plunder of their 
ships and cargoes, we cannot refrain from presenting 
to the justice and humanity of our country the un- 
happy case of our impressed seamen. Although the 
groans of these victims of barbarity for the loss of 
(what should be dearer to Americans than life) their 
liberty; although the cries of their wives and children 


in the privation of protectors and parents, have, of 
late, been drowned in the louder clamors at the loss of 
property; yet is the practice of forcing our mariners 
into the British navy, in violation of the rights of our 
flog, carricd on with unabated rigor and severity. If 
it be our duty to encourage the fair and legitimate 
commerce of this country by protecting the property 
of the merchant; then, indeed, by as much as life and 
liberty are more estimable than ships and goods, so 
much more impressive is the duty to shield the persons 
of our seamen, whose hard and honest services are 
employed equally with those of the merchants in ad- 
vancing, under the mantle of its laws, the interests of 
their country. 

To sum up, in a word, the great causes of complaint 
against Great Britain, your committee nced only say, 
that the United States, as a sovercigu and independent 
Power, claim the right to use the ocean, which is the 
common and acknowledged highway of nations, for the 
purposes of transporting, in their own vessels, the 
products of their own soi! and the acquisitions of their 
own industry, to a market in the ports of friendly na- 
tions, and to bring home, in return, such articles as 
their necessities or convenience may require—always 
regarding the rights of belligerents, as defined by the 
established laws of nations. Great Britain, in defiance 
of this incontestable right, captures every American 
vessel bound to, or returning from, a port where her 
commerce is not favored; enslaves our seamen, and in. 
spite of our remonstrances, perseveres in these ageres- 
sions. f 

To wrongs so daring in character, and so disgrace- 
ful in their execution, it is impossible that the people 
of the United States should remain indifferent. We 
must now tamely and quietly submit, or we must re- 
sist by those means which God has placed within our 
reach. 

Your committee would not cast a shade over the 
American name by the expression of a doubt which 
branch of this alternative will be embraced. The oc- 
casion is now presented when the national character, 
misunderstood ánd traduced for a time by foreign and 
domestic enemies, should be vindicated. If we have 
not rushed to the field of battle like the nations who 
are led by the mad ambition of a single chief, or the 
avarice of a corrupted court, it has not proceeded from 
a fear of war, but from our love of justice and human- 
ity. That proud spirit of liberty and independence 
which sustained our fathers in the successful assertion 
of their rights against foreign aggression is not yet 
sunk. The patriotic fire of the Revolution still burns 
in the American breast with a holy and unextinguish- 
able flame, and will conduct this nation to those high 
destinies which are not less the reward of dignified 
moderation than of exalted valor. 


But we have borne with injury until forbearance 
has ceased to be a virtue. The sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of these States, purchased and sanctified by 
the blood of our fathers, from whom we received them, 
not for ourselves only, but as the inheritance of our 
posterity, are deliberately and systematically violated. 
And the period has arrived, when, in the opinion of 
your committee, it is the sacred duty of Congress to 
call forth the patriotism and resources of the country. 
By the aid of these, and with the blessing of God, we 
confidently trust we shall be enabled to procure that 
redress which has been sought for by justice, by re- 
monstrance, and forbearance, in vain. 

Your committee, reserving for a future report those 
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resolutions : : 

1. Resolved, That the Military Establishment, as 
‘authorized by the existing laws, ought to be immedi- 
ately completed bj filling up the ranks, and prolong- 
ing the enlistment of the troops; and that to encour- 
age enlistment, a bounty in lands ought to be given in 
addition to the pay and bounty now allowed by law. 

2. That an additional force of ten thousand regular 
troops ought to be immediately raised to serve for three 
years; and that a bounty in lands ought to be given 
to encourage enlistments. 

3. That it is expedient to authorize the President, 
under proper regulations, to accept the service of any 
number of volunteers, not exceeding fifty thousand; to 


be organized, trained, and held in readiness to act on |, 


such service as the exigencies of the Government may 
require. ack 

4. That the President be authorized to order out, 
from ‘time to time, detachments of the militia, as in his 
opinion the public service may require. 

5. That all the vessels not now in service belonging 
to the Navy, and worthy of repair, be immediately fit- 
ted up and put in commission. 

“6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant ves- 
sels, owned exclusively by resident citizens, and com- 
manded and navigated solely by citizens, to arm, under 
proper regulations, to be prescribed by law, in self- 
defence, against all unlawful proceedings towards them 
on the high seas. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business, viz: the report of the com- 
mittee on the petition of John Taliaferro, contest- 
ing the election of Joun P. Huncerrorp, which 
said report is as follows: 

The Committee of Elections, to whom was referred 
the petition of John Taliaferro, contesting the election 
of John P. Hungerford, returned, as one of the Rep- 
tesentatives for the State of Virginia, in the present 


Congress, and praying to be admitted in his stead, have. 


had the said petition under consideration, and report, 
in part, 

- That, at the last General Election in Virginia for 
Representatives to ‘Congress, the said John Taliaferro 
and John P. Hungerford were opposing candidates in 
the district composed of the counties of Westmoreland, 
Richmond, Lancaster, Northumberland, King George, 
and Stafford: from the polls of the several counties, 
the sitting member appears to have obtained a majority 
of six votes in the district, and he was accordingly re- 
turned as elected. : 

That of the polls taken for the county of Westmore- 
land, John Taliaferro had 37 votes and John P. Hung- 
erford 316 votes; and that, on comparing the poll with 
the land list of the year 1810, and taking the list as a 
test, it appears to the committee that 9 persons who 
voted for the former, and 162 persons who voted for the 
latter gentleman, were not qualified to vote. 

That of the polls taken for the county of Richmond, 
Mr. Taliaferro had 103 votes, and Mr. Hungerford 130 
votes; and that, on such comparison as aforesaid, 12 


persons who voted for the former, and 38 persons who 
voted for the latter gentleman, appear not to have been 
legally qualified voters. D 

That of the polls taken for the county of Lancaster, 
Mr. Taliaferro had 122 votes and Mr. Hungerford. 96 
votes; and that on such comparison as aforesaid, 20 
persons who voted for the former gentleman, and 20 
persons who voted for the latter, appear not, to have 
been legally qualified voters. . ‘ 

That of the polls taken for the county of Northum- 
berland, Mr. Taliaferro had 228 votes and Mr. Hung- 
erford 75 votes ; and that on such comparison as afore- 
said, 35 persons who voted for the former gentleman, 
and 1 person who voted for the latter, appear not to have 
been legally qualified voters. 

That of the polls taken for the county of King 
George, Mr. Taliaferro had 114 votes and Mr. Hungor- 


‘ford 125 votes; and that, on such comparison as afore- 


said, 38 persons who had voted for the former gentle- 
man, and 50 persons who voted for the latter; appear 
not to have been legally qualified voters. | f 
That of the polls taken for the county of Stafford» 
Mr. Taliaferro had 159 votes and Mr. Hungerford 26 
votes; and that, on such comparison gs aforesaid, 29 
persons who voted for the former gentleman, appear 


‘not to have been legally qualified voters. 


The result of such examination and comparison is, 
that deducting from both polls the persons challenged, 
who do not.appear to have been qualified to vote ac- 
cording to the land lists of 1810, Mr. Taliaferro has a 
majority over Mr. Hungerford of 121 votes. i 

The committee further report, that on the 7th day 
of May last, the petitioner gave notice to the sitting 
member of his intention to contest the election, on the 
ground that the former had a majority of the legal and 
qualified votes, and that such notice was accompanied 
by a list of the persons challenged by the petitioner, 
with his objections to them. On the 28th of May, the 
sitting member furnished the petitioner with a list of 
the persons challenged by him, setting forth his objec- 
tions against such voters. These lists contain, as well 
the names of the persons who the committee find not 
to be on the land lists, as others who are challenged by 
the parties for the want of the freehold qualification, 
and for other causes. 

That on the 27th day of September last, the petition- 
er gave notice in writing, subscribed by him, to the sit- 
ting member, that testimony would be taken in relation 
to the present controversy, and to be used in the deci- 
sion of the same, at King George court-house on the 
10th; at Westmoreland court-house on the 17th; and 
at Richmond court-house on the 22d of October; and 
that the petitioner, agreeable to such notice, has taken 
sundry depositions, which are now before the commit- 
tee; but the sitting member did not attend such exam- 
ination, for reasons stated by him in a protest which 
he caused to be delivered to the petitioner. 

The committee further state, that they made the 
comparison of the polls with the land lists, at the parti- 
cular request of the petitioncr, and for the purpose of 
reducing the controversy before them as much as pos- 
sible; and that they were induced to this course from 
adopting as a principle, that, according to the laws of 
Virginia, the land list of the year prior to the election 
is, in the first instance, to be received as evidence of 
all the frceholders in the county : but this evidence they 
conceive, and so it was admitted by the parties, is only 
conclusive in the absence of all other evidence; and 
they accordingly are of opinion, that it is competent for 
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not appearing on the land lists are freeholders and 
voters. 

The sitting member, before such examination was 
gone: into, asked for time to take testimony, under 
the conviction that in a reasonable period, to be fixed 
by the committee, he would be able, by evidence to be 


taken, to support his challenges and his poll, and he | 


still requests such time to be allowed to him: the peti- 
tioner, on the other hand, has at all times opposed such 
request, on the ground that the sitting member has had 
sufficient time, since he was apprized that the election 
would be contested, to procure his testimony. 


The committee are aware that some inconvenicnce 
must arise to the petitioner, if this contest is laid over 
for any time; but they think the right of suffrage ought 
not to be hazarded or destroyed on account of any in- 
dividual inconvenience. If there has not been gross 
neglect in the sitting member, the committee conceive 
that it is due to the electors of the district who polled 
for him, and to himself, not to hurry his case to a deci- 
sion without affording them and him an opportunity to 
make good the election, if they can do it. 

It has already been stated, that the petitioner gave 
notice of his intention to contest the election, to the 
sitting meinber, on the 7th of May; and this the former 
contends was sufficient to put the latter to the task of 
collecting and arranging his proof; your committee see, 
however, that this proceeding was modelled on the laws 
and usages of Virginia, and according to. them it is 
regarded as a mere incipient step, calling for no pro- 
ceeding from ‘the other party. Such a notice on the heel 
of a contested election, is an index to the feelings of 
the person giving it, but not always the proof of a set- 
tled determination. As the period of the election re- 
cedes, and the difficulties attending a canvass become 

_ Mare apparent, the unsuccessful candidate sometimes 
abandons his notice and his scrutiny. It ought not, 
therefore, to be required of the person returned, for 
such cause alone, to wade through all the trouble, dif- 
ficulty and expense of a tedious examination, while it 
remains doubtful whether his opponent will proceed : 
it is surely in season to begin to take defensive testi- 
mony when the opposing party has commenced the 
investigation. . 

The notice, given by the petitioner on the 27th of 
September, for the examinations on the 10th, 17th, and 
22d of October, the committee have accordingly regard- 
ed as the first efficient measure towards the scrutiny, 
and they are satisfied that in a district composed of 
six counties, and in a case where the votes challenged 
exceeded four hundred, it was not practicable for the 
sitting member to take his testimony in season for the 
commencement of this session. A notice given by him 
after the 29th of September, would not have been 
deemed reasonable for an earlier day than the 10th of 
October; nor would it have been allowed in him to 
call the petitioner from his own examinations, which 
were to continue until after the 22d of October: after 
the 22d of October, it is not possible to conceive that 
the sitting member could procure his evidence, allow- 
ing him time before the first day of the session to travel 
to the seat of government. 

The committce, in addition to the facts already stated, 
report, that it appears to them that on the 29th day of 
April last, being the day of the canvass, the petitioner 
procured the certificates, under oath, of two of the 


sheriffs and two of the deputy sheriffs who attended to 
compare the polls, that if an equality of votes had ap- 
peared, they would have voted for the petitioner, which 
certificate was transmitted by the magistrate, before 
whom it was attested, to the clerk of this House, at the 


request of Mr. Taliaferro, to be retained until called for . 


by him. 

This, the petitioner alleges, ought to be regarded as 
the commencement of his testimony, and contends that 
it not only advertised the sitting member that his seat 
would be contested, but made it necessary for him 
forthwith, and without further notice or act on the part 
of the petitioner, to proceed to his examinations. The 
committee, however, have nothing before them which 
goes to show distinctly the object of the petitioner in 
procuring the certificate; nor can they, in any point of 
view, consider it as such a prelude to the scrutiny as 
to require from the sitting member that he should pro- 
ceed to his canvass. 

The committee, therefore, upon a view of all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, are of opinion, that further 
time ought to be granted to the sitting member to pro- 
cure testimony, and they accordingly submit the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That a reasonable time be allowed to John 
P. Hungerford, a member of this House, to procure 
testimony relative to his election, and that the Commit- 
tee of Elections have power to examine witnesses, and 
to make order for such examinations in the case of the 
said election. ; 

Wustmonetann County, April 29, 1811. 

Sin: The enclosed document was taken, signed, 
and sworn to, by the subscribing gentlemen, in the 
presence of John Taliaferro, Esq, General Hunger- 
ford, and myself, at a meeting of the sheriffs at West- 
moreland court-bouse, for the purpose of comparing 
the Congressional poll for the counties of Stafford, 
King George, Westmoreland, Richmond, Lancaster, 
and Northumberland; and which paper I herewith 
transmit to you, at the request of Mr. Taliaferro, to be 
retained by you until called for by him. 

I an, sir, yours, &c. ; 

THOMAS ROWAND. 

Parnicx Macnrupen, Esq., 

Clerk of the House of Reps., U. S. 

We, the undersigned. sheriffs, who have assembled 
at Westmoreland court-house, on the 29th day of 
April, 1811, to count and compare the polls taken in 
our respective counties for a delegate to serve in the 
House of Representatives for the Congress of the Uni- 
ted’ States, do certify that, if an equality of votes had 
appeared on the whole of the poll, we should have 
voted in the following manner: 

Richard Claughton, deputy sheriff for Thomas 
Hurst, sheriff of Northumberland, should have voted 
for John Taliaferro. William S. Sterne, deputy sher- 
iff for Enoch Mason, sheriff of Stafford, should have 
voted for John Taliaferro. J. Diggs Dishman, sheriff 
of King George, would have voted for John Taliaferro. 
Joseph Carter, jun., sheriff of Lancaster, would have 
voted for John Taliaferro. 

Srars or Vinernza, Westmoreland county, to wit: 

This 29th day of April, 1811, the aforesaid Richard 
Claughton, William S. Sterne, James D. Dishman, 
and Joseph Carter, jun., made oath before me, a jus- 
tice of the peace for said county, that they would have 
given their vote in the manner as above stated by 
them. Given under my hand the day and year above. 

THOMAS ROWAND. 
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Strate or Vinernra, Westmoreland county, sct : 

J, Joseph Fox, clerk of the court of Westmoreland 
. county, qualified according to law, do certify that 
“Thomas Rowand, whose name is subscribed within, 
‘ was, at the time of taking the affidavit to which his 
“name is subscribed, and is now, an acting justice of 
. the peace for said county, duly commissioned and 
‘qualified according to law, and that duc faith and 
“eredit ought to be given to all his acts as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, 
and affixed the public seal of my office, this thirteenth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
“eight hundred and eleven, and of the Commonwealth 

é ‘of Virginia the thirty-fifth. 
z JOSEPH FOX, C. W. C. 


Kine Gronce, May 4, 1811. 
_ Sin: Be pleased to take notice, that I shall, on the 
„meeting of the next Congress of the United States, 
„contest your election to represent the counties of 
` Westmoreland, Richmond, Lancaster, Northumber- 
‘land, King George, and Stafford, in that body, on the 
‘ground that you did not, at the last election, obtain a 
<. majority of the clectors of the said district who were 
: legally qualificd to vote for a Representative to Con- 
„gress. And I shall further make it appear, if neces- 
sary, that your election has been contrary tolaw, and, 
‘finally, that I shall claim the right to represent the 
said district, in virtue of my. having obtained over you 
„a majority of the votes of the electars thereof who 
were duly and legally authorized to vote in the elec- 
tion. Below you will find 4 list of the names of the 
- persons from the several couftties in the said district, 
whe voted for you, to whose voges I object as not being 
‘legal, and my particular objections to the legality of 
each person’s vote are placed opposite to each of their 
names. e 
`I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, &c. 
i ; JOHN TALIAFERRO. 
General Jony P. Huyxernroro. 
{Here follows the list of 304 names.] 


Srn: Below you will find a list of the names of the 
persons from the several counties composing the Con- 
_gressional district for which I have heen elected, who 
‘voted for you to represent the said district in the Con- 
grees of the United States, to whos¢ votes I object as 
being illegal; and opposite to the name of each voter 
‘so objected to by me you will find my particular ob- 
jection to the legality of the vote. 
Yours, respectfully, i 
; ‘JOHN P, HUNGERFORD. 
Mr. Joun TALIAFERRO. 
; [Here follows the list of 189 names.] 


WESTMORELAND County, to wit : 
On this day Henry Hungerford personally appeared 
_ before me, James Miller, a justice of the peace in and 
_ for the aforesaid county, and made oath that, on the 
24th day of May, he delivered to John Taliaferro, 
Esq., a true copy of the aforegoing writing. Certified 


this 30th day of October, 1811. 
JAMES MILLER. 


Sxeremrenr 25, 1811. 

Sır: Be pleased to take notice, that I shall, at King 
George court-house, on the 10th day of October next, 
and at Westmorcland court-housc, on the 17th of the 
same month, and ‘at Richmond court-house, on the 
22d of the same month, proceed to take the evidence 
of sundry persons, to be used by me in the decision of 
‘the contest now depending between you and myself 


for a seat in the next Congress of the United States, 
as the Representative of the district composed of the 
counties of Stafford, King George, Westmoreland, 
Richmond, Northumberland, and Lancaster; and that 
I shall proceed, at each of the above places, at the 
times above stated, to take evidence, and continue at 
each place, from day to day, to take evidence until the 
whole can be gone through with. = 

I am, sir, respectfully yours, . . f 
; JOHN. TALIAFERRO. 
General Joux P. Htnernronp. Å : 
Srarz or Vinernra, King George County, set < 

Meriwether Taliaferro made oath before me, an act- ` 
ing justice of the peace for the aforesaid county, that 
he did, on the 27th of last month, (September,) de- 
liver to General John P. Hungerford a notice, in wri- 
ting, of which the within is a truc copy. Given under 
my hand this 8th day of October, 1811. f 

i ‘ ALEX. S. HOOB. 


Lzxrnstown, October 9, 1811. 

Sin: I protest against the notices you have recently 
given me, to take depositions in three of the counties 
of the district, for the following reasons: - 

lst. There exists no Jaw entitling you to give them, 
empowering a magistrate to administer the oaths, or 
to take the depositions providing an authority to de- 
cide incidental questions during an investigation, or 
enabling me to obtain the attendance of witnesses. 

2dly. There does exist a law requiring my attend- 
ance in Congress on the 4th of November next, as the 
member returned for the district. 

3dly. It is impossible for me to obey the existing 
law, and conform also to the mode you have adopted, 
without law, for scrutinizing the election. It termi- 
nated on the 22d of April. Or the 4th of May you 
notified me, according to the law of Virginia in rela- 
tion to State elections, of your intention to dispute 
my election, and furnished me with lists of votes you 
objected to, in each of the six counties composing the 
district; and I furnished you'with similar counter-lists, 
according to the same law. Recently ‘you have given 
me notice of an intention to take depositions in three 
of those counties, on the 10th, 17th, and 22d of this 
month; reserving an equal power to exhaust ‘the 
month of November in the other three, in the same 
way, before { can be apprized of the nature of your 
exceptions, or the evidence necessary to meet them. 
This ingenious management for pushing the scrutiny 
beyond, or far into, the session of Congress, makes it 
impossible for me both to obey the law requiting my 
attendance during this period, and to obey your future 
notices; or to avail myself of a right of a personal 
attendance, without violating the right of my constit- 
uents to representation; and, however imperative the 
preference between these evils may be, in a case of 
necessity, I know not by what authority you can im- 
pose it. 

4thly. Nor do the principles“of reason and cquity, 
in my view, militate less forcibly than those of law, 
against the mode of scrutiny you have attempted to 
prescribe. The notification, according to the State 
law, was also a notification of your intention to 
adopt its rules throughout. It enacts that scrutinies 
shall commence within two months of the election, 
and terminate thirty days before the ensuing ses- 
sion of Assembly. Your préposed commencement is 
near six months from the election, and the termina- 
tion of the scrutiny, if I ought to be allowed as much 
time as you have exhausted and will exhaust, would 
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probably go beyond, or decep into, the session of Con- | ciency in point of form, and their instructions as to 
gress. If, by your first notice, you can avail yoursclf i what other sort of testimony they might require, that 
of the letter or equity of the State law, your subse- : I might, in the speediest way, perfect the one and pro- 


qucnt nonconformity to either was a notification tome | 
of an abandonment of the serutiny. If not, even 
your first nvtice was irrelative and veid. But if its 
equity and justice is sustainable upon the moral au- 
thority of the law, the same authority is equally con- 
clusive against the equity and justice of your lying by 
for near six months, and then attempting to compel 
the returned member to desert his constituents, or his 
defence. The object of the law you have adopted, 
and violated, was to prevent a mode of proceeding in- 
jurious to an individual or to the people; to the indi- 
vidual, from the decisive advantage his absence would 
give to an antagonist in the investigation of a multi- 
tude of distinct cases, as to which no agent could or 
would be sufficiently informed to do him justice ; or to 
the people, from the loss of representation, or from re- 


than from their own suffrages. 

Whatever might have been a proper line of conduct 
for me, had you continued to conform to the principles 
of our State law, I discover no obligation for conform- 
ing to a mode of scrutiny, prescribed only -by yourself, 
contrary to those principles ; because it appears to me 
to be warranted as little by justice as by law, to cor- 
respond with no principle countenanced, or likely to 
be counténanced, by either, and to be at least: as liable 
to ‘be: rejected on my part:before I had adopted it, as the 
State mode can be on yours after you had done so. I 
cannot, therefore, in justice to the district, or to my- 
self, perform any act from which could be inferred a 
submission to the unauthorized system you have adopt- 

. ed, nor allow any validity to the affidavits you may 
‘take in pursuance thereof. 
I am, sir, respectfully, yours, &c. 
JOHN P. HUNGERFORD. 
: OCTOBER 12, 1811, 

This extraordinary paper, :so full of truism and 
sophism, whether it be considered as a serious protest, 
or.as.an indirect mode of popular wheedling, was re- 
ceived by'me on or about the 11th instant, (October.) 
I certainly. never meant to act under either of the laws 
referred to in the paper; the State law, regulating its 
own proceedings on contested elections, had no appli- 
cation; and the law of Congress, on a like subject, 
had, long ago, expired. What might possibly be the 
“moral authority,” mentioned in the paper, of a for- 
eign, a repealed, or of an expired law, in the case, I 
cannot undertake to say. I considered that the House 
of Representatives, both from the nature of the case, 
and from the positive words of the Constitution, had 
full power to judge of the elections, qualifications, and 

. returns of their own members; that so general a grant 
‘of power necessarily implied a great range of discretion 
in respect to evidence; that, from the commencement 
of the Government to January, 1798, and from April, 
1804, to the present day, no act of Congress had ex- 
isted regulating contested elections; that, in those pe- 
riods of time, elections had been contested and decided 
on almost. every point that admits of contest. I there- 
fore, without reference to any past law, endeavored to 
procure sufficient testimony on the general principles 
which are adopted-in courts of law where affidavits are 
received in place of the oral testimony of witnesses 
present. I meant, at the earliest day, to submit the 
testimony I had, with deference, to the Committee of 
Elections, to solicit thcir earliest attention to its suffi- 


cure the other. 
JOHN TALIAFERRO, 


Wasainetos, November. 19, 1811. 
The petitioner, in answer to the objections of Mr. 
Hungerford, the sitting member, to the admission in 
evidence of the notice and affidavits produced by the 
petitioner in support of the allegations in his petition, 
respectfully represents to the Committee of Elections, 
that, though no law of the United States, or of the 


State of Virginia, exists, prescribing the mode of tak-y: 


ing evidence in contested elections like the present, 
yet it has been the settled practice of Congress, since 
the law of the United States on that subject expired, to 
receive the evidence of either party, taken conformably 
to the laws and general usage of the State to which 


ceiving it rather from a scrutiny unequally conducted, | they belong, requiring always that reasonable notice 


be given to the adverse party of time and place, that 
he may attend and cross-examine the witnesses, if he 
thinks proper. The petitioner, therefore, submits to 
the committee, whether the notices given by him, and 
the evidence taken, do not come within the established 
practice of Congress, so as to render them admissible 
on the present occasion. With regard to the sugges- 
tion of the sitting member, that he has not had time to 
collect and prepare the evidence in support of his re- 


| turn, the petitioner begs leave to state the following 


facts: Ist. That the election closed on the 29th day 
of. April last, at which time the pctitioner declared to 


| the sitting member his intention to contest the elec- 


| 


| 


tion; and did, in the-presence of the sitting member, 
cause the affidavits of four persons to be taken and 
transmitted to the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives. to be used as evidence in the controversy.. 2d. 
That, on the 7th day of May, he caused to be delivered 
to the sitting member a notice in writing, stating more 


fully the intention of the petitioner to contest the elec- : 


tion; annexed to which notice was a list of the 
names of all the voters on the polls of the sitting mem- 


ber objected to by the petitioner, and a specification of. i 


the particular ground of objection to each voter. And, 
3dly. That the petitioner did, on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, give the sitting member notice of the times and 
places when and where the testimony of the witnesses 
proposed to be examined by the petitioner would be 
taken ; during the whole of which time the sitting 
member made no effort either to controvert the evi- 
dence adduced by the petitioner, or to show that, ac- 
cording to the constitution or laws of Virginia, those 
voters to whom the petitioner had objected were enti- 
tled to the right of suffrage ; nor has he alleged a sin- 


gle reason why he could not have availed himself of ` 


such testimony, if it existed, at the opening of the 
present session of Congress. 

If there is a point which the sitting member can es- 
tablish to change the aspect of the case, or if it be in 
his power to countervail the evidence before the com- 
mittee so as to produce a result in his favor, the peti- 
tioner demands an exposition of that point, and a dis- 
closure of the evidence upon which the sitting member 
will rely to effect that object. The question will then 
be fairly presented to the view of the committee, and 
they can determine whether the evidence, which the 
sitting member supposes to be material, might not have 
been obtained, with proper exertion, anterior to the 
meeting of Congress; whether due diligence has been 
used by him for that purpose, and, if not, from what 
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cause the neglect has arisen; and finally, whether the 
proof which the sitting member imagines to exist 
would, if it were before the committee, be sufficient to 
sustain the validity of his’ election. The petitioner 
begs leave to refer the committee to an attentive exam- 
. ination of the Constitution and laws of Virginia estab- 
lishing the right of suffrage. From these it will appear 
that cvcry male citizen of the State, (other than free 
negrocs and mulattocs,) aged twenty-one years, whois 
possessed of a freehold .estate at the least, or who is 
tenant for life, in a quantity of land, if improved, equal 
to twenty-five acres, or fifty acres of unimproved land, 
or of a lot or part of a lot in any town established by 
Jaw, and who shall have been so possessed six months, 
unless the same shall he derived by marriage or by de- 
scent, and none others, shall be entitled to vote for Rep- 
tesentatives to the General Assembly. It is also pro- 
vided by a law of the State that one or more commis- 
sioners of the revenue shall be annually appointed by 
the court of each county, whose especial duty it shall 
be to register, in alphabetical order, in a book called the 
fand-book or list, the name of each and every land- 
holder in his county; and for the better execution of 
which, it is provided, by law, that each person shall an- 
nually, on oath, give a true and exact account of all 
lands and other property of which he is possessed, to be 
entered on the book or the list of the said commissioner. 
This land list is, by express statute, made conclusive 
evidence for and against sheriffs in the collection of the 
land tax. It is, by law, evidence for or against persons 
who omit or refuse to vote at elections for Representa- 
tives to the State Legislature or to Congress. By law, 
it is the test by which to try the competency of grand 
jurors, as none but freeholders are allowed to be grand 
jurors. It has been the immemorial usage of the Leg- 
islature of Virginia to resort to the land list as the most 
satisfactory proof in contested elections, and their de- 
cisions, in cases similar to the one before the committee, 
have uniformly been in favor of the candidate having 
on his poll a majority of votes supported by such list. 
From this view of the laws and usages of Virginia, the 
committee will readily perceive that great credit is due 
to the land list, as a list of the qualification of voters ; 
and the petitioner feels confident that it will be re” 
ceived by the committee as conclusive evidence in 
_ the case under consideration, unless other testimony, 
equally respectable, should be adduced to support the 
pretensions of the sitting member. Apply this list to the 
poll of cach party, and it is a fair inference, that, out 
of any given number of votes divided between them, 
its operation would diminish the votes of each in equal 
proportions. 
The petitioner humbly conceives that the proposition 
of. the sitting member for further time to collect his 
evidence, is supported neither by reason nor precedent. 


It would scem to be unnecessary, after the solemn 
decision of the House of Representatives in the case 
of Baylies and Turner, to enter into any general rea- 
soning upon this subject. In the case referred to, an 
application for further time was refused, notwithstand- 
‘ing the sitting member declared it would be in his 
power to produce, on a subsequent day, material evi- 
dence, of which he had not previously known. But, 
-without the aid of this adjudication, such an indulgence 
is manifestly inconsistent with the plainest dictates of 
justice, and the most familiar maxims in every judicial 
tribunal. If, indeed, the sitting member can show to 
the committee that the evidence he is in search of was 
not in his possession or power at any former period, 
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that it is material to the support of his claim to a seat 
in the House of Representatives of the United States, 

and that he has made use of every reasonable diligence 

to obtain the same in due time without effect, the pe- 
titioner would not contest the propriety and fairness of 
suspending, for a limited time, a final determination of 
the present controversy. But, on the contrary, it is 
manifest to the committee, that all the means in the, 
power of the petitioner to prosecute the inquiry, on his 
part, were equally open to tho sitting member. to pre- 
pare for his defence; that, immediately after receiving 

the notification, as early as the 7th of May last, that 
his election would be contested, it was the incumbent 
duty of the sitting member, without waiting for fur- 
ther steps to he taken by the petitioner, to have met 

the objections made by the petitioner to the voters spe- 

cifically named, and to show the basis on which their 
right to vote rested. Such a course was due to him- 

self, if he believed the evidence for that purpose was 

in existence; it was due also to the respect which 

ought, on all occasions, to be evinced for the honorable 

body of which he was returned a member, and before 

whom his case was to be heard. Regardless of these 

considerations, and of the right of the petitioner to de- 

mand, in behalf of the electors of his district, a speedy 

decision of a case involving their dearest interests, the 

sitting member has suffered six months to elapse with- 

out even an attempt to obtain that evidence which he 

now pretends to be so essential in his defence. He 

has appeared before the committee, not for the purpose 

of making his defence, but to be relieved from that 

unpleasant task; the committee are gravely asked to 
reward his negligence by granting a delay, which, in 
all human probability, will amount to a virtual confir- 
mation of his seat. The sacred right of representation 
in the Legislature, at this critical and important con- 
juncture of our national concerns, ought not to be ar- 
rested from a portion of the American people, upon 
pretexts which are not supported by facts or circum- 
stances, and which, if true in their fullest extent, would 

fail of producing any material change in the result of 
the present investigation. To demonstrate the accura- 
cy of this proposition, the petitioner begs leave to refer 
the committee to the extraordinary augmentation of 
votes in the county of Westmoreland, by which it will 
appear that one hundred and sixty-two votes, not en- 
rolled on the land list, were given to the sitting mem- 
ber in that county, being more by twenty-eight than 
are excluded from the entire poll of the petitioner, by 

the application of the land list as a test to his poll taken 

for the six counties composing the district ; in addition 
to which, the sitting member received a very large pro- 
portion of bad votes in the other counties. 

From these premises, which are supported by the 
strongest proofs in the possession of the committee, the 
conclusion is irresistible, that, admitting the sitting 
member to sustain every objection which he has made 
to the poll of the petitioner, he would fall very far short 
of raising his number to a legitimate majority of the 
district. The petitioner, therefore, with due deference 
to the opinion of the committee, can perceive no possi- 
ble benefit to be derived from an enlargement of the 
time for taking testimony. 


Such a course might, and most probably would, ena- 
ble the petitioner to increase the majority of constitu- 
tional suffrages to which he is entitled, but it could not 
most assuredly lessen them into a minority. Deeply 
impressed by the foregoing considerations, and with 
the important rights of his fellow-citizens involved in 
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‘the issue of the question before the commitice, the pe- 
titioncr prays that his case may be considered and de- 


termined without further delay. 
. JOHN TALIAFERRO. 
Mr. E{ĮorTT addressed the Chair as follows: 
Mr. Speaker: Before the question is taken on 


the resolution now before the House, I shall take 
the liberty of submitting a few rematks in expla- 
‘nation of the vote which Iam about to give. I 


am aware that, from the time which has already 


been consumed in this discussion, the patience of 
the House is nearly exhausted, and it is therefore 
with great and unfeigned reluctance, that I rise 
The only considera- 


to take part in the debate. 
tions indeed which induce me to trouble you at 
this time. are, that Iam a member of the Commit- 
tee of Elections which reported the resolution, 
and that the grounds on which I agreed to the 
resolution in the committee, and which still re- 
tain their influence on my mind, have not been 
distinctly stated, and | fear are not perfectly un- 
derstood. 

_ Itis not my intention to enter into the merits 
of the election, or to exhibit a scale of probabil- 


ities by which the House shall be enabled or 


called upon to judge of the possible result of this 
controversy. These topics appear to me to have 
nothing to-do with the question of postponement; 
and if we allow a hasty and half digested opin- 
ion with respect to the possible or the probable 
end of the dispute formed from documents not 
perfectly understood, or bottomed on the opinions 
of persons in whom we confide, to guide us, it is 
very much to be feared that we shall be misled. 
What, sir! shall we, when a party requests time in 
a case like that now before us, in order to procure 
testimony—-when he tells us that by such testi- 
-mony he not.only intends but expects to support 
his return and his right to a seat in this House— 
shall we turn round and tell him that we under- 
stand.his case better than he does himself, and that 
as we are satisfied, he cannot make out his right, 
that we will not therefore give him time? Is it 
true that we, who now for the first time havea 
view of the controversy, can be as competent 
to judge‘of it as one who was an actor in the 
scenes which led to it, and who has a precise and 
distinct recollection of everything that passed ? 
Or, will we suffer ourselves to believe that the re- 


quest is made by the party, notwithstanding a con- |’ 


.vietion on his part that he must eventually and 
certainly be defeated? Why, sir, it should be re- 
` collected that the taking of testimony must be 
attended with much trouble and expense, and it 
is idle to believe thata man will incur either 
without an object, and that this object is never 
defeat and disgrace. 

The questions, Mr. Speaker, which on this ap- 
plication present themselves to my mind,are, whe- 
ther there are any grounds to believe that if time 
is granted to the sitting member, he will be able 
to support his election, and whether he has been 
guilty of such neglect as justly to deprive him of 
the right to be farther heard. On these questions 
I shall proceed to offer a few desultory remarks, 


pledging myself at the same time to be as brief 
as possible. 

As.to the first, it appears to me that the poll 
itself furnishes a strong ground to presume that 
the return may be supported. When an election 
is contested here, the controversy partakes of the 
nature, if it does not absolutely assume the form, 
of an appeal against the return ; and as we may 
go behind the return, it is quite obvious that in de-. 
ciding on the main question whether we shall 
reverse or affirm the judgment of the returning 
officers, the return ought not to be received as 
evidence. But this does not hold with respect to 
collateral questions. And on this occasion, I think 
it is fairly to be presumed, that the person whose 
vote was taken, had a right to vote, so far forth as 
to entitle the party who claims the benefit of it 
to Lime, to make out the fact. 


Let me remark, sir, that the election is not only 
public, but held in the place where the elector is 
known. It is not extremely probable, though it 
is certainly sometimes the case, that a person who 
knows himself not to be qualified will present 
himself at the hustings. Surrounded, as he must 
be, and as he knows himself to be, by his neigh- 
bors and acquaintances, who have a knowledge 
of hisstate and condition in life—liable as he is to 
be challenged and abused for attempting to exer- 
cise a right which does not belong to him, and 
which in the exercise gives to him no personal 
benefit or advantage, and in most cases subjects 
him to considerable inconvenience, it is not to be 
presumed, when he has voted, that he was not le- 
gally qualified to vote. The presumption that | 
he had the right, is fortified by the consideration 
that the presiding officer, the sheriff, (I speak in 
relation to this casc, and of the elections of Vir- i 
ginia,) not only has a right to judge, but, by law f 
and by oath, is bound to judge ot the qualifications 4 
of the electors, and not to admit illegal votes. In. 
doing this, he is not only guided by what has | 
taken place at former elections, and his knowl- 4 
edge of the country, ‘which is necessarily exten- 
sive, but by the land-list of the county, which he 
is bound to have before him. , Is not then the cone 
clusion strong, that the person who offers himself 
to vote, and whose vote is accepted by the sheriff, 
has the right to vote ? ; 


a fairand natural one, that the persons recognised 
by the sherif as qualified voters, and not objected 
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But, Mr. Speaker, there is another ground for 
believing that the election may be supported, 
which, as to thisapplication, appears to me abso- 
lutely conclusive. An honorable gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr.Guoxson,) who is not only against 
giving time, but has offered a resolution for vaca- 


ting the seat of the sitting member without fur- 


ther information or inquiry, has mentioned the 
case of a contested election from Massachusetts, 
between Baylies and ‘Turner, in which the sit- 
ting member also asked time; and has remarked, 
that he put the question distinctly, whether the 
member believed in case time was given him, he 
would be able to support the return, meaning to 
be governed by the answer he should receive; 
and that, as.the sitting member would not say that 
such was his belief, he voted against a postpone- 
ment. Itis not my wish to remark at this time 
on that case, as my opinion respecting it is suffi- 
ciently known by the part I took in the debate; 
but I will ask if the gentleman would thus have 
been satisfied in that case, what ought to be the 
course adopted now 2 

The sitting member, when before the Commit- 
tee of Elections, declared, and the members of the 
committee certainly gave credit to the declara- 
tion as far as respects the belief of the member, 
that he did not doubt but that he would be able, 
if time was granted him, to support his election ; 
and the committee have accordingly, in their re- 
port, stated that the sitting member requested 
time, under the conviction that he would be able 
to substantiate his poll and his challenges. Nor 
did I understand the petitioner, in opposing 
the application for time, as at all disputing the 


belief of the sitting member or requiring farther. 


evidence of it. In addition to this, you have this 
day heard the sitting member in his place declare, 
in answer to a question put by an honorable gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. McKze,) that he is 
convinced he can support his return if you allow 
him time for such purpose. Now, sir, 1 will ask 
yot if the simple declaration of a belief would 
ave been satisfactory, how much more is the 
declaration of a settled conviction arising from a 
full and intimate knowledge of the whole contro- 
versy. And the House will permit me to ask 
what other evidence is wanted or ought to be re- 
quired, on a question of postponement, that there 
are grounds to believe the election may be sup- 
ported. l 
I am sensible, sir, it is contended that the com- 
parison which has been made of the polls with 
the land lists, destroys this presumption. It is 
certainly advisable for a stranger to the State and 
laws of Virginia to approach these land lists 
cautiously, when he finds such a diversity of sen- 
timent as to their influenceand operation on elec- 
tions, as in this debate we have witnessed in gen- 
tlemen of high standing from that State. A few 
remarks respecting them becomes however ne- 
eessary. 
The land lists, as I understand them, are state- 


ments made by Commissioners in each county of 


hold as far forth as the Commissioners can as- 
certain them, and are corrected annually from an 
examination by the Commissioners of the tranfers 
recorded ‘in the office of the county clerk; the 
corrections take place in the Spring, and the list 
with its corrections is called the list of the year 
wherein the corrections were completed. These 
lists are made up for the purposes of taxation, and 
indeed are nothing more than assessment rolls; 
they ascertain the land rated and the tax to be 
paid, but to the proprietor, they give only the con- 
jecture or opinion of the officer. A land list is 
not a record of the title, and it isaccordingly un- 
derstood, and so is the admission of the parties 
here, that it may be contradicted. 

Let me now remind gentlemen that the land 
lists by which the comparison in this case was 
made were those of 1810, and which, therefore, 
in point of time, precedes the election by about a 
year; and they will permit me to ask whether it 
Is possible that any evidence arising from such 
lists can destroy the presumption that the return 
may be supported if time is given. All the ar- 
rangements and dispositions within the year are 
necessarily excluded, and the persons who in such 
year by purchase, by marriage, by devise, and by 
descent, became freeholders and electors, are not 
to be found on the land lists. In a country like | 
ours, where property finds new owners so fre- 
quently, it is easy to conceive that many persons 
not entitled to vote in 1811, may be found on the 
land list ‘of 1810, and on the contrary, that many, 
very many persons not on such lists were entitled 
to vote. Nor is it truc, that the Commissioners 
by searching the offices cun with any great degree 
of certainty ascertain the freehold owners. I 
understood it not to be the practice to record 
leases for lives, which yet give the freehold qual- 
ification and are numerous in this very district. 
In purchases of the whole interest the only thing 
which creates a necessity of recording a convey- 
ance, is to guard against future sales ; as between 
the parties the deed is and always remains valid 
without being recorded, and in cases where the 
grantee has confidence in the grantor it frequently 
happens that the conveyance is never put on re- 
cord. Whatever effect therefore the land lists 
may have on the final decision of this controversy, 
they ought not to be regarded in the determina- 
tion of this collateral question. 

But, sir, there is an additional consideration 
why the comparison should notin this case be 
allowed to have the decisive influence which 
some gentlemen are desirous to give it. It ap- 
pears that the petitioner in makiog his challenges 
in the counties which gave a considerable vote 
for the sitting member, objected to every person 
who did not appear on the land list, and that the 
sitting member did not pursue this course ; had 
the Jatter challenged at large and according to 
the land list, it is certain that difference could not 
have been by any means as great as it now ap- 
pears. When gentlemen know this, and when 
they are informed that the committee in their 
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examination of t 


that it can be supported ? district are also parties, and it is due to them that | 
As to the question whether the sitting member | no testimony should be shut out. A decision ! 
has been guilty of such negligence as ought in | after a fair hearing on full testimony ought to | 
satisfy them, and I dare say will; but, sir, what i 

will be the feelings of the electors who supported | 
the sitting member and of his friends, when he ` 
returns shorn of his honors, and tells them that ¢ 
you have cast him from you because some of them |, 


justice to deprive him of the right of defence, I 
shall make but few remarks—I say the right of 
defence, because it is obvious that if time is not 
granted to procure testimony, the member is 
bound hand and foot and must be thrown out of 
his place—and here I may observe, that genile- 
men go entirely out of the case when they reason 
on a delay which is to last until the end of the 
present session of this Congress. The committee 
hasreporteda reasonable time, and the time deemed 
reasonable by them and by the persons claiming 
it, is six weeks. It must also be recollected that 
this business was brought before the committee 
at an early day in the session, and that the time 
which has been taken up in the examination and 
bringing the case before the House, is to be laid 
wholly at the door of the petitioner. In saying 
this, Ido not wish to be understood as ‘casting 
any imputation on the petitioner, he certainly had 
a right to present the case to the committee and 
to ibe House in his own way, but it ought to be 
known that the time already consumed is not to be 


could not be found on the land list, notwithstand- 


have been used in this discussion will not satisfy 


not been objected to by the petitioner, the exam- j it was just to take away his right of suffrage 
inations would now have nearly been ended. without allowing him an opportunity to produce 
A strong case ought surely to he made out be- | his title to you. 


fore we bring ourselves to decide that the door| Now, sir, on what is this charge of gross neg- 


shall be closed against the admission of material | ligence founded, which is to put an end to all 
evidence which may be produced in so short a | further inquiry? We find, by looking at the pa- 
time. The. controversy, sir, is not about-a few | per, that on the 7th of May, a few days after the 


cents in litigation before a country justice, but | election, the petitioner gave notice to the sitting * 

relates to-the elective franchise and is conducted | member that he intended to contest the return, ý 
before the most august body in the nation. I} and served him with a list of the voters to whom } 
mention this because gentlemen have reasoned as | he objected; not because they were not on the I 
if we were trying au action in a‘court of law and | land lists, but because they were not freeholders, } 
were to be regulated by the rules of default: these | or were minors or black men. A few daysafter ! 
analogies are worse than wrong—their tendency | the sitting member furnished the petitioner with ‘@ 
is to mislead. If any right has value in this] his list of objectionable voters. The petitioner i 

country, and ought to be held dear by the people, | after this remained inactive until the 27th of Sep- ` 
it isthe right of suffrage: it is on the due exercise | tember, when he gave notice of his intention to | 


of this right, that, under Providence, our Govern- | take testimony in Octoher. It was not pretended 


ment depends. When this right is held in light | that if thesitting member was justified in lying still "è 
estimation by the governors or governed our lib- | until he received the notice in September, that 4 , 
ertiesare in danger. When therefore this House | he has then had sufficient time: but it is alleged # 
‘is passing upon a case in which the elective fran- | that he was bound to proceed on the notice of © 
chise is brought ia question, it should proceed | May, without any further evidence of the inten- * 


with great caution and less zeal for a speedy de- | tion of the petitioner, 


cision than a just one. Whatever might have been the effect of the Ñ 


The consequences which may flow in this case | notice in May, in case the petitioner had in it 


from a determination not to grant time, ought to} placed his case in whole or in part on the land ist 
lead us to hesitate. If we proceed to judge from | lists, I think that in justice and sound sense, the K 
the comparison which has been made of the rolls ; notice authorized by no law, and in its very terms ‘% 
with the land lists, and to set aside the return | looking to the testimony to be taken, ought notto ® 
without giving the sitting member a chance to! be regarded as sucha step as to put the sitting a 
produce his evidence, we may, and probably will | member to collecting his proof at all hazardsand # i 
do wrong; whereas, if we give him time and do without delay. The member had the record of ` 
a 
Ne 


not decide until the case is matured and the par- | the canvassand the return, and until he found that 


ties have an opportunity to collect their proof, we | the petitioner was about to invalidate them by 


ing he offered to prove, if a few weeks were al- < 
lowed him for the purpose, that they were legal ~ 
voters ; that in your great anxiety to have the dis- © 
trict rightfully represented, you would not listen ., 
to his entreaties to grant him a short time to pro- ' 
cure his testimony, under the most solemn pledges | 
that delay was not his object, and that if he had * 
been guilty of negligence, it was owing to want ' 
of information? We must not believe that the % 
electors will be satisfied, or that they will think / 
of our proceedings but with disgust. Rely upon ` 
it, sir, the warmth of feeling which caused so * 
great a poll in this district has not yet subsided, $ 
and the cool reasoning and nice distinctions which *; 


y the freeholder, who is in the full and quiet occu- * 
carried to the account of the sitting member: he | pation of his plantation, that he has no right to « 
at an early period asked for time, and if it had | vote; because he is not on the land list, or that : 
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proof, it surely could not be necessary for him to 
support them by proof. We'too well understand 
the feelings of an unsuccessful candidate at the 
termination of a warmly contested election, to 
place the utmost reliance on a declaration that 
he will proceed to a scrutiny, when that scrutiny 
is.to carry him from home, and to create much 
troubleand expense. And will weyetsay that when 
such a declaration is made, the returned member 
is at his peril to collect his proof whatever trouble 
or expense he may incur by it? I beg gentlemen 
to reflect on the effect of establishing this as a 
principle in the case of contested elections. Is it 
not obvious that it may be made a weapon of 
oppression in the hands of every heated and dis- 
appointed candidate? He has only at the close 
of the election to give a notice, that costs him 
nothing, and although at the very time he does 
not intend to proceed to a scrutiny, yet his suc- 
cessful opponent, who cannot dive into his mind, 
must labor from that time forth to establish his 
election. ‘If he fails to do so, and the losing 
candidate can, near the commencement of a ses- 
sion, procure some proof which casts a cloud 
over the election, or raises a presumption against 
the return, the whole state of things is varied. 
This is truly a discovery in elections, and may 
be called a plan for a minority to be made a ma- 
jority, or how a man that is not elected by his 
district may be chosen for it by this House. 

I shall press but one more consideration on the 
House. The sitting member declares that he did 
not know of any mode in which he could take 
testimony, and did not believe that it could be 
taken until some order was made here; that in 
the laws of Virginia he could find nothing which 
applied to his case, and that he found our statute 
respecting contested elections had long since ex- 

ired. Is there any reason to disbelieve him ? 
et every newly returned member ask himself 
the question, whether his impressions until he 
came here were not the same; and is there not 
even some cause to believe, after all, that the con- 
jecture was right? True it is, sir, that we have 
‘on one or two occasions received testimony under 
akind of common law, which it seems we have 
on this subject, and this may have been made 
known to the petitioner as he has heretofore had 
- a seat in this House; but it is not to be presumed 
that the sitting member, a mere farmer and coun- 
try gentleman, who now for the first time appears 
here, and who never before, in all probability, at- 
tended tothe manner in which contested elections 
are conducted by us, should be conversant with 
our common law of elections, if indeed we have 
such law. And this I think, is of itself sufficient 
to do away all idea of culpable negligence. 

In every view of the subject which I have been 
able to take, I think the sitting member is entitled 
to further time to procure testimony, and I shall 
accordingly so vote. 

- The question on concurring with the Commit- 

` tee of Elections, in their said report, was then 
determined in the negative—yeas 46, nays 65, as 
follows: 

Yzeas— Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, William W. 


Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Martin Chit- 
tenden, John Clopton, John Davenport, jun., William 
Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Asa Fitch, Charles 
Goldsborough, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston; Nathaniel Macon, Archi- 
bald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Aru- 
nab Metcalf, John Milnor, Jonathan O. Museley, Tho- 
mas Newbold, Israel Pickens, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
James Pleasants, jr, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, 
John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, David R. Williams, and 
Thomas Wilson. as 
Nays—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, David Bard, Josiah Bart- 
lett. Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Thomas 
Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, Wm. Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Lewis .Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John 
| Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
| 


Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, John A. Harper, Jacob 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- 
seph Kent, Wm. R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitch- 
ill, James Morgan, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Tho- 
mas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Piper, Benja- 
min Pond, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, Ebeuezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Richard Stanford, Silas 
Stow, William Strong, Charles Turner jr, Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, junior, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. l 

So.the House refused to concur with the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

A motion was made by Mr. RANDOLPH, to rẹ- 
commit the report of the Committee of Elections, 
with power to send for persons and papers. 

The question on this motion was determined in 
the negative—yeas 50, nays 66, as follows: 

Yzas— Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, William W. 
Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, James 
Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Cham- 

j pion, Martin Chittenden, John Clopton, John Daven- 
port, jr., William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, 
Asa Fitch, Charles Goldsborough, Bolling Hall, Obed 
Hall, Aylett Hawes, Richard Jackson, jun., Philip B. 
Key, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathan- 
iel Macon, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah 
Metcalf, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Jo- 
seph Pearson, Israel Pickens, ‘Timothy Pitkin, jr James 
Pleasants, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 

| Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John 

| Sevier, Adam Seybert, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, Samucl Taggart, 
Benj’n Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
David R. Williams, and Thomas Wilson. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, David Bard, Josiah Bart- 
lett, Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Thomas 
; Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
i well, Wm. Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, 
Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, 
James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Pe- 
terson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, John 
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A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. 
Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, 
Peter Little, Wiliam Tiowndes, Aaron Lyle, Geo. C. 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Alexander McKim, Sam’l L. 
Mitchill, James Morgan, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, 
Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Piper, 
Benjamin Pond, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Silas Stow, Wil- 
liam Strong, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jun., Robert Whitehill, William Wid- 
gery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


.A motion was then made by Mr. Grotson, that 
the House do come to the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That John P. Hungerford is not 
entitled to a seat in this House. 

2. Resolved, That John Taliaferro is entitled 
to a seat in this House. 

The question on the first resolution was deter- 
mined, in the affirmative—yeas 67, nays 29, as 
follows: 

-¥¥'as——Willis Alston, jun, William Anderson, Ste- 
véyison Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William Black- 
ledge, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, 
Lengdon Cheves, Lewis- Condit, William Crawford, 
Roger Davis, John. Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, 
James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Pe- 
torson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Jacob 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Rich’d M. Johnson, Joseph 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitch- 
il, James Morgan, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thos. 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Samuel Ring- 
gold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebe- 
nezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George 
Smith, Richard Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, 
Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert 
Whitehill, William Widgery, Richard Winn, and 
Robert Wright. 

‘Nazys--William W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah 
Brigham, John Clopton, John Davenport, jr, William 
Ely, James, Emott, Asa Fitch, Bolling Hall, Aylett 
Hawes, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Jonathan O. Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, 
junior, James Pleasants, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, Adam Seybert, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, David R. Williams, and Thomas Wilson.. 

The question on the second resolution was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 66, nays 19, as 
follows: 

Yzas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 


Bard, Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Thomas’ 


Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, Wm, Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Jacob Hufty, John M. 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William 
R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, Wm. Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Alex- 


ander McKim, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan,. 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Tho- 
mas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William 
Piper, Benjamin Pond, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, 
John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebe- 
nezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Richard 
Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, Charles Tur- 
ner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert Whitehill, 
William Widgery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

Nars—William W. Bibb, Elijah Brigham, John 
Clopton, Bolling Hall, Aylett Hawes, Lyman Law, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathaniel Macon, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, James Pleasants, jr., John Randolph, Wil- 
liam Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Adam Seybert, Philip. 
Stuart, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, David R.. 
Williams, and Thomas Wilson. 


Monpay, December 2. 


Joun TALIAFERRO, who has been declared en- 
titled to a seat in this House, as one of the mem- 
bers for Virginia, in the place of John P. Hunger- 
ford, who has been declared not entitled to a seat 
in this House, appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of the City of Washington, praying that. 
certain amendments therein mentioned, may be 
made to the act incorporating the City of Wash- 
ington.—Referred. 

Mr. NewrTon, from the Committee. of Commerce 
and Manufactures, to whom were referred the 
petitions of Isaac Clason and Archibald McCall, 
presented a bill authorizing the issuing of deben- 
tures in certain cases; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on Fri- 
day next. 

Mr. Lacock presented a petition of sundry 
members of several Christian denominations, re- 
siding in the western parts of the United States, 
praying that post offices may not be opened, and 
that the mails may not be carried, on Sundays. 

The Speaker laid before the House sundry 
resolutions, adopted at a meeting of a number of 
inhabitants of Gloucester county, in the State of 
New Jersey, expressive of their disapprobation of 
the conduct of the Government of Great Britain, 
of their confidence in, and attachment to, the pres- 
ent Administration of the General Government, 
and of their support of such measures as may be 
adopted for the defence of the honor and interests 
of the United States. : 

The resolutions were read and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. Gop, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill for the more convenient tak- 
ing of affidavits and bail, in civil causes depend- 
ing in the courts of the United States, reported 
an amendment thereto; which was read, and, to- 
gether with the bill committed to a Committee 
of.the Whole on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Bassert, from the committee appointed 
to prepare and report such standing rules and or- 
ders as are proper to be observed in this House, 
made a report; which was read and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Friday next. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
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he bill from the Senate, “ making a further 
appropriation for the support of a library,” was 
read twice, and committed toa Committee of the 
Whole to-morrow. 

The House resolved itseif into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill allowing’ further time for 
completing the payments on certaia lands held by 
right of pre-emption in the Mississippi Territory ; 
which was gone through, reported to the House, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The House went into a Committee of the Whole, 
onthe bill for the relief of Thomas and John Clif- 
ford of Philadelphia, and Charles Wirgman of 
Baltimore. i 

The Committee, after some discussion on the 
bill, rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again, which was refused ; and on motion of Mr. 
D. R. WiLLiams, the bill was recommitted to the 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill to authorize the laying out a 
public road from the line established by the T'reaty 
of Greenville, to the North Bend of the Ohio; 
which was reported to the House, by whom it 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Tuespay, December 3. 


Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed 
on the nineteenth ultimo, presented a bill for the 
relief of the infirm, disabled, and superannuated 
officers and soldiers of the late and of the present 
Army of the United States; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Ranpotpn, the committee 
appointed to inquire into the faithful application 
of public moneys, were authorized and empowered 
to send for persons and papers. 

On motion of Mr. Newron, the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures were instructed to 
inquire whether any, and, if any, what, altera- 
tions and amendments are necessary to be made 
in the several acts of Congress establishing ports 
of entry and delivery. 

An engrossed bill “allowing a further time for 
completing the payments on certain lands, held 
by right of pre-emption, in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory,” was read the third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committce of 
the Whole on the bill from the Senate, “to au- 
thorize the surveying and making of certain roads 
in the State of Ohio, as contemplated by the 
Treaty of Brownstown, in the Territory of Michi- 
gan.” The bill was reported without amendment, 
and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill from the Senate, “ making 
a farther appropriation for the support of a libra- 


ry.” The bill was reported without amendment, 
read the third time and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the reliefof John Burn- 
ham. No amendment being made, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time 
to-morrow. - i 


TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the bill providing for the 
government of the Territory of Louisiana. The 
motion to strike out so muek of the sixth section 
of the bill providing for the government of the 
Territory of Louisiana, as relates to the qualifi- 
cation of elections, being under consideration — 

Mr. RHEA said, the observations which he was 
about to make would be chiefly confined to the 
objections made to the provisions contained in 
the sixth section of the bill, relating to the quali- 
fications of those who may vote at elections for 
members of the General Assembly. That sec- 
tion has been. opposed, as if the qualifications of 
an elector were confined to freehold only; but the 
qualification of freehold is not the only one, as 
will appear by reference to that part of the sec- 
tion which is moved to be struck out; it isin the 
following words: “Every free white man of the 
‘ age of twenty-one years, being an inhabitant of 
' the Territory, and possessing a freehold in the 
‘county, and every frée white man of the age of 
‘twenty-one years, being an inhabitant of any 
‘county therein, one year preceding the day of 
‘ election, shall be entitled to vote in that county, 
‘for a representative or representatives to the 
‘ General Assembly.” 

The section declares two modes of qualifica- 
tion, one is a freehold (or estate in fee) in the 
county, and the other is, the being an inhabitant 
in the county for one year next preceding the 
day of election. If, pursuant toa motion that has 
been made, the word frechold be struck out of the 
section, the privilege of voting will be restrained, 
for in that case,a man by being vested witha 
fee will not be entitled to vote, and his exclusion 
cannot be bottomed on any rational principle. 
Ifa citizen of the United States will move to 
the Territory of Louisiana, and there purchase 
land, and settle thereon, and become vested with 
the complete title thereof, be the quantity what 
it may, there is no good reason to exclude 
him from voting at an election, immediately af- 
ter he has obtained a title for his land; by his 
purchasing land, settling thereon, and acquiring 
a title thereto, he has given the strongest evidence 
in his power of his determination to be an inhab- 
itant of that country, and of his attachment there- 
to; an evidence far superior to that which arises 
from the payment of a tax only; for a man whe 
is only a transilory resident, by being there at 
the time, may pay, or be compelled to pay a tax 
merely personal, his name having been reported 
on a tax list, and after the tax is paid, and a vote 
by him rendered, may immediately go off for 
some other country. The Territory of Louisiana 
being on the frontier, remote and exposed, a resi- 
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dence of one year in any county therein, next {is in possession and exercise of every right and 


preceding the day of election, may not be too 
long to privilege a man, not possessed of land in 
fee, to vote at elections; that period of time is not 
more than sufficient to manifest an attachment 


privilege declared by the Constitution and laws 
of the States of which he is an inhabitant, and 
the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
to be his. If time would permit, it might be in- 


to the country. It will also follow, as a matter | quired, whether a citizen of a State removing to 
of course, that ifa man has been an inhabitant |a Territory of the United States under the first 
of a county for one year preceding the day of | grade of government, and becoming an inhabi- 


an election, he will have paid a tax, if there be a 
Jaw in that Territory providing for payment of a 
personal tax; and if there be no such law, the 
qualification arising from payment of a tax only 
will operate strangely at the first election, if not 
-at any other subsequent. The qualifications of 
electors, provided for in the bill, will guard 
-against impositions, and such intrusion will be 
mure easily detected ; this will appear more ne- 
~cessary, when it is considered, that this bill is in 
the nature of a compact between the United 
‘States and the people of Louisiana. 


But a motion has been made to strike out all 
that part of the sixth section which defines the 


qualifications of electors, and to insert in place 
thereof, the following: “Every free white male 
citizen residing in the said Territory, who shall 
have attained to the age of twenty-one years, and 
paid a tax.” If this proposed amendment be 
agreed to, the elective franchise provided for in 
the bill, will be, strangely restrained; for that 
owing from a freehold only will be excluded, as 
also that arising from being an inhabitant for 
one year preceding the day of election, and the 
only one will be that arising from being a citizen 
and payment of tax. That the proposed amend- 
ment is indefinite and uncertain will further ap- 
pear, by inquiring who are they who, being in- 
habitants of the Territory of Louisiana, are 
entitled to be named citizens? And who are 
they, who, being citizens and having paid tax, 
shall be entitled to vote atelections? Ido not 
undertake, said Mr. R., to answer these ques- 
tions. By the offered amendment, it seems an 
elector must be a citizen and have paid tax. 
That is, an elector is a citizen who has paid tax. 
It may not be useless to inquire whether ali the 
free male white inhabitants of the age of twenty- 
one years jin the Territory of Louisiana, are em- 
braced by the word citizen. In respect to the 
term or word citizen, it is amply provided for in 
the ninth section, which is in the words following: 
“ And be it further enacted, That all and every free | 
white male person, who, on the 20th day of December, | 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and three, was ; 
an inhabitant of the Territory of Louisiana, and all 
free white male citizens of the United States, who, 
since the said twentieth day of December, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and three, emigrated, or 
who hereafter may emigrate to the said Territory, be- 
ing otherwise qualified according to the provisions of 
this act, shall be capable to hold any office of honor, 
trust, or profit, in the said Territory, under the United 
States, or under said Territory, and to vote for mem- 
bers of the Gencral Assembly, and a delegate to Con- 
gress, during the temporary government provided for 
by this act.” 


By the term citizen is understood, a man who 


itant thereof, will remain vested with all the 
rights and privileges of a citizen of the United 
States? But this is only noted for consideration. 
It may be observed, that a right to vote for a rep- 
resentative in a General Assembly. and to be rep- 
resented in a General Assembly, are attributes of 
a citizen, and at present no free white male in- 
habitant in T.ouisiana is vested with these attri- 
butes, for the people of Louisiana have not here- 
tofore been represented in a General Assembly, 
and the object of the bill is to give certain rights 
and privileges, which they have not at any time 
heretofore been in the possession and exercise 
of. If the definition given of the term “ citizen” 
be correct, and it is presumed to be so, it is evident- 
that all the free white male inhabitants of that 
Territory arc not embraced by that term “citizen,” 
and it will follow, that if the proposed amend- 
ment be agreed to, a large portion, if not all, of the 
free white male inhabitants, will, by force of the 
term “ citizen,” be excluded from voting for mem- 
bers of the General Assembly, and in that event 
the offered amendment, ‘be it agreed to, will 
defeat the very object of the bill, for then there 
may beno General Assembly. 

But that portion of the people of that Territory. 
who were inhabitants thereof on the 20th day of 
December, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and three, are not included in the definition 
given of the term “citizen ;” for they are not 
citizens of any State, and, consequently, not of 
the United States; they, therefore, may, by force 
of that term “citizen,” be excluded from voting 
for representatives in a General Assembly. Ta- 
king this into view, the committee who reported 
the bill made particular provision in the ninth see- 
tion thereof, for that portion of the people of 
Louisiana, and also for citizens of the United 
States, who, since the said 20th day of December, 
have emigrated, or who hereafter may emigrate, 
tothat Territory. Let the offered amendment be 
rejected, and let the provisions of the sixth and 
ninth sections of the bill remain as they are, and 
their joint operation on all persons claiming a 
right to vote, and then no doubt or difficulty will 
be made relative to the qualifications of electors ; 
he who is invested with a fee in land, if contest- 
ed, will produce his title deeds; and he who 
claims a right to vote, by being an inhabitant of 
the county one year next preceding the day of 
election, will, if disputed, show that he has so 
been an inhabitant; and if there be in cither case 
a failure, the offered vote will be rejected. 

It has been observed that, if the offered amend- 
ment be not agreed to,“ a person may vote in two 
different counties at one election.” This will not 
follow from the relative totals used in the sixth 
section; the words “the” and “that” are used in 
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relation to the county wherein the elector shall | of Thomas O'Bannon ;” and have passed the bill 
vote, and their relative force will, with common | from this House “for the apportionment of Rep- 
care and attention, exclude any person from vot- | resentatives among the several States according 
ing in two counties. It has also been objected | to the third enumeration,” with amendments; to 
that “ Spaniards may come and vote at elections | which bill and amendments they desire the con- 
in Louisiana, under the provisions of the bill.” | currence of this House. l 
if by the word “Spaniards” is intended persons! On motion of Mr. WiLLiams, the Committee of 
who were inhabitants of the country now the Ter- | Commerce and Manufactures were instructed to 
ritory of Louisiana, on the 20th day of December, | report a bill explanatory of the act laying duties 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and three, | on manufactured copper. 
or if by it is intended persons, who, emigrating to; Another message from the Senate informed the 
any of the United States, and therein residing | House that the Senate have passed a bill “ mak- 
until naturalized by law, and vested with the | ing further provision for the Corps of Eagineers ;” 
rights as well as name of citizen, and who, since | to which bill they desire the concurrence of this 
the said twentieth day of December, have emi- | House. They have agreed to the resolution of 
grated, or may emigrate, to that Territory; the | this House for the appointment of a joint com- 
objection is harmless, being without foundation; | mittce to have the application of the moneys ap- 
for an object of the ninth section is to embrace all | propriated for the library; and have appointed 
persons of cither description, they being other- | Mr. Lers, Mr. Smita of Maryland, and Mr. Con- 
wise qualified as provided for in the sixth section. | DIT. to be of the committee on their part. 
If by the word “ Spaniards” is intended persons| The Speaker laid before the House a report 
of any other character or description, they are | of the Secretary of the Navy of moneys trans- 
completely excluded by the provisions of the | ferred during the last recess of Congress, from 
ninth and sixth sections of the bill, which will | certain branches of expenditure to other branches 
evidently appear by a very moderate share of at- ! of expenditure in the Navy Department, and of 
tention thereto. It has been intimated that, if | the application of such moneys; which was read, 
this bill becomes a law, it will encourage intru-|and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
ders to enter upon the lands of the United States; | Means. 
this objection is not sustainable. There are laws 
of the United States to expel intruders from the 
public lands. When the second grade of tempo- 
rary government was extended respectively to 
the people of the Northwestern Territory, to the 
people of the Indiana and Mississippi Territories, 
were there no intruders on public lands within 
the limits of any of those Territories? Will it 
be said there were none? And, is it now come 
to this, that the numerous population of the Ter- 
ritory of Louisiana shall be prevented from hav- 
ing a gencral representation and General Assem- 
‘bly of their own, to make laws for themselves, 
and to have every benefit resulting therefrom; 
and all this for fear that a poor man, destitute of 
wealth, shall, with his wife and clyildren, go on 
and cultivate a small piece of public land to raise 
bread for his children, some one of whom, ata 
future day, may stand highly eminent in the Con- 
gress of the United States ? l 

Petitions for the second grade of temporary 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill “ for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the séveral States, 
according to the third enumeration :” , 

Mr. BurweLL moved that the bill and amend- 
ments be committed to a Committee of the Whole, 
on Monday next; which was negatived. 

Mr. Ranpoupu moved that the bill aod amend- 
ments be postponed until Friday next; which 
was also determined in the negative. 

Mr. Sranrorp moved, that the further consid- 
eration thereof be postponed until to-morrow ; 
which was determined in the negative—yeas 56, 
nays 72, as follows: 

Yzeas—Willis Alston, jr., John Baker, David Bard, 
Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Black- 
ledge, Thomas Blount, James Breckenridge, Robert 
Brown, William A. Burwell, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, William Crawford, oy Pawson Mehari 
government have for some time been before the | Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, 
Congress of the United States from the people of Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Obed 
Louisiana. By the late census it appears that the | Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hutty, Joseph Kent, Philip 
people are aow more ihan thousand. To | B. Key, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Le- 
the oa le of otl Territories, wh ONES i fever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Peter Little, Nathanicl Macon, 

People Oh omer SITUOnNes: en composed | George C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, William Me- 
of very inferior numbers, the second grade o i Coy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, James Mor- 
temporary goverament has been extended—and | gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 
certainly the people of Louisiana, in respect to | ton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 
their population, and in pursuance of the Treaty | William Piper, James Pleasants, jr, John Randolph, 
of Paris, are entitled to the consideration of the | Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 


a a 


Congress of the United States. Roberts, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, John Talia- 
The Committee rose,and had Icave to sit again. | ferro, Robert Whitehill, Thomas Wilson, and Richard 
. Winn. 
4 Naxs—-William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Dan- 
Wepnesvay, December 4. iel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, Abijah Big- 


A message from the Senate, informed the House | elow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ for the relief | William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Cham- 
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pion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Thomas | ultimo; which was read, and referred to a Com- 


B. Cooke, John Davenport, jr, Roger Davis, Samuel 
Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. 
Gold, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, John A. Harper, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr, Richard M. 
Johnson, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Thomas Moore, Aru- 
nah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jona- 
than, O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, William Pauld- 
ing, jr, Timothy Pitkin, jr, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, 
Henry M. Ridgely, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, 
Samuel Shaw, John Smilic, George Smith, Silas Stow, 
William Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, 
George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, David 
R. Williams, William Widgery, and Robert Wright. 

The question that the IIouse do concur with 
the Senate in the said amendments, being stated, 
and debate arising thereon, an adjournment was 
calied for, and carried. 


Trurspay, December 5. 
’ 


‘The Speaker laid before the House sundry res- 
olutions. adopted by a meeting of a number of the 
inhabitants of the town and district of St. Louis, 
in the Territory of Louisiana, expressive. of their 
wishes that the second grade of Territorial gov- 
eroment may be extended to the said Territory ; 
that the Judges of the General Court be re- 
quired, by law, to have some permanent interest 
in the welfare of the inhabitants, and to reside in 
the Territory: that additional and more equita- 
ble provisions be made in favor of claimants to 
lands in the Territory; and that the limits of the 
Territory may be more clearly defined; which 
were read, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the bill providing for the government 
of the said Territory. 


The bill from the Senate “for the relief of 
Thomas O’Bannon,” was read twice.and referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill from the Senate, “making further 
provision for the Corps of Engineers,” was read 
twice, and committed-to a Committee of -the 
Whole on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Mrrcuiu presented a petition of Charles 
Whitlow, of the county and State of New York, 
nurseryman and botanical eollector, praying for a 
special license to import into the United States 
all such seeds, grains, and growing plants, as he 
may deem necessary for the improvement of gar- 
dening, farming, science, or the arts; on condition 
of making a disclosure, for the benefit of the Uni- 
ted States, of an important discovery of a native 
vegetable, possessing, in the highest degrce, the 
qualities for the preparation of cordage, thread, 
and linen cloth.—Referred to the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, made a report on the memorial of 
the Legislative Council and House of Represent- 
atives of the Indiana Territory, referred the Sth 


mittee of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. Morrow, from the same committee, made 
a report on the petition of the Mayor and Alder- 
men of the city of New Orleans, referred the 
twenty-eighth ultimo; which was read, and re- 
ferred toa Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. 

Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, presented a bill to continue in force, for a 
limited time, the act, entitled “An act continuing, 
for a limited time, the salaries of the officers of 
Government therein mentioned ;” which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Bacon, from the same commiitee, pre- 
sented a bill to continue in force, for a further 
time, the first section of the act, entitled “An act 
further to protect the commerce and seamen of 
the United States against the Barbary Powers.;” 
which was read twice, and committed toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Arcuer, the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of extending the dis- 
trict of Hlavre-de-Grace, in the State of Mary- 
land, so as to include Spes-Utie Island, the North- 
eru shore of Elk river, the Eastern shore of Bush 
river, Susquehanna, and Northeast rivers, and all 
the waters and shores of the Chesapeake Bay 
above the mouth of Bush river, on the Western 
shore, and above the mouth of Elk river on the 
Eastern shore of said bay. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill “for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the sey- 
eral States, according to the third enumeration.” 

Mr. Newron moved that the bill be recommit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House.—Neg- - 
atived—ayes 57, noes 60. es 

Mr, Catuoun said: Before the bill had gone to 
the Senate, it excited but very little interest with 
me. All that I had heard from gentlemen on 
every side, convinced me that it was a squabble 
among the several States which should bear the * 
loss of large fractions, rather than a serious divi- 
sion on principle, of one ratio in preference to 
another. Were I governed alone by fractions I 
should not rise this day, nor oppose a concurrence 
with the Senate, from the pride of opinion; for 
the ratio which the Senate have fixed, is in ac- 
cordance with my vote on the original bill, al- 
though thirty-seven thousand would Icave my 
State witha less fraction unrepresented than thir- 
ty-five thousand: but fractions are not my object. 
lam not here to represent my own State alone. 
I renounce the idea. And I will show, by my 
vote, that I contend for the interests of the whole 
people of this community. The present question, 
ou concurring in the amendment of the Senate, - 
seemed to be totally different, and much more 
important than the originalone. Asit now stands 
itis acaseof disagreement between the two Houses, 
and the contest is, which shall recede. A contest 
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of this kind (on the census bill) was one of the | of the Constitution, must recede. Let us follow 


most serious consequences to the House. The 
Senate, by persistance, must force this body either 
to adopt their ratio, or, if that cannot be effected, 
even annihilate this branch of the Legislature. I 
consider this a case of omission in our excellent 
Constitution—one of that kind which must take 
place, perhaps, in all free constitutions, however 
formed ; but particularly in one like ours, furmed 
by the foresight of wisdom, and not by slow and 
successive experience. That it is acase of omis- 
sion and not foreseen, may be inferred from several! 
parts of the Constitution itself. The Constitution 
makes this House the sole judge of the qualifica- 
tions and returns of its own members. This is 
supposed to vest the power so exclusively in us, 
that a few days since, in a debate on the contested 
election from Virginia, it was contended with 
much force of argument, that any law on this 
subject, asthe Senate must participate in it, would 
be unconstitutional, What is the reason? A 
spirit of jealousy ; a manifest intention to preserve 
this House from the influence of the other; and 
to prevent the latter from having any control in 
the interior management of this.. If such caution 
was necessary in this particular, where the cases 
must, almost necessarily, be few, and often not 
important, how much more so ina question of 
ratio, in which that body may add to or subtract 
hundreds from this—may force such a ratio on 
this, as.is favorable to the federative principle, 

‘ and assimilate it to the other in its formation, it 
may entirely annihilate this House. Again, it is 
the theory of our Government, and was the favor- 
ite idea of all our politicians, at the time of its 
formation, that liberty can only exist in a divi- 
sion of the sovereign power; and that such divi- 
sion could only be permanent where each of the 
parts had within itself the means of protection. 
On this principle, the Executive and Judiciary 
were detached from the Legislature, and this last 
divided into two branches. Each of these De- 
partments has the means of self-preservation. The 
first has its qualified veto and its patronage; the 
Judiciary its independence—and each House a 
veto on the proceedings of the other. 

In the ordinary course of legislation, this fur- 
nished ample security. Far different on the 
census bill. Here the whole is inverted. The 
vote of the Senate is no longer the means of pro- 
tection to itself, but becomes a fatal means of as- 
sailing this House; itis no more a shield of de- 
fence, but a weapon of attack; and when they 
use it, by withholding their assent, we are ani- 
hilated. This great anomaly could not have been 
foresgen ; it must be considered as an omission. 
What remedy dol propose? Prevent the Senate 
from participating in a census bill? By no means; 
it would be unconstitutional; because there is no 

- clause to that effect. I propose a means in strict 
unison with the Constitution, and furnished by 
itself. It has in this instance withheld from us 
the shield, but has pointed to its spirit. Let us 
act with a fixed determination; and not accede 

- to the amendment of the Senate. That body, 
unaided by precedent, and opposed by the spirit 


RR. 


the example of the House of Commons in Eng- 
land in relation to money bills, and the same ef- 
fect will follow—but by no means reverse that 
example. 

The Senate, strengthened by precedent, will 
hereafter control us completely. On this ground 
they have naturally a greater capacity for strug- 
gling than we. Unless we insist in the first in- 
stance, we must ever hereafter be overpowered. 
What inducement can gentlemen have, to make 
the surrender at this time? None can be weaker, 
than because some of the States have, by the ra- 
tio inserted in the Senate, small fractions, and 
one section of the Union has by it comparatively 
gained. Will gentlemen for this inconsiderable 
gain make so great a sacrifice? Particularly those 
from large States, who are the greatest gainers 
by fractions. For this paltry gain, more apparent 

i than real, which can last but for ten years, they 
surrender a principle of the most vital importance 
to them. They will enable the Senate in time 
to reduce them almost to the same terms of equal- 
ity on this floor with the smaH States, as they are 
in the other House. Let it not be said, the Sen- 
ate will always exercise this power with discre- 
tion. It is the part of political wisdom not to 
trust when it can make secure, and in a case of 
such vital importance, it will not confide in the 
strongest probabilities. Faith is aa article of re- 
ligion, but not of politics. But, sir, if any section 
or State of this Union gained ever so much, I 
know not how it could justify this abandonment 
of principle. Whoarewe? The representatives 
of the nation; of individual rights; the trustees 
for the time being of that mass of power which 
is invested in the hands of the Legislature for the 
protection of those rights. How then can we 
make a surrender consistent with the principle, 
with honor or with conscience, of those important 
rights so sacredly trusted to our keeping? Mr. 
Speaker, I wish the task of defending this im- 
portant point had fallen to abler hands. I feel 
all that embarrassment which a young man, not 
much accustomed to speaking, must necessarily 
| experience the first time, before such an audience, 
and in a place so trying to the voice as this hall. 
I shal] be lappy, if in the midst of my embarrass- 
ments, I have been intelligible, and have expressed 
myself with sufficient caution, on so delicate a 
point. 

Mr. Ruea said that, being induced to believe 
that the great principle of compromise on which 
he had heretofore voted (which was, that the 
| present representation of the people of any State 
might not be diminished) was abandoned, and 
that, in place thereof, local, partial, and State in- 
terests were substituted, he now, also, would turn 
his attention to objects of the same nature. He 
was the more influenced to do this, because the 
principle of compromise was not only abandoned, 
but abandoned in a manner highly injurious to 
the people of Tennessee. one of whose representa- 
tives he had the honor tobe. If the ratio of thirty- 
seven thousand had been adhered to, he might 
have been silent; but, as that ratio is proposed, by 
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the amendment offered by the Senate, to be no 
more, and, as the ratio proposed is only one thou- 
sand more than the fraction which on that ratio 
will remain to Tennessee, his duty called on him 
to protest against this procedure. 

I will vote, said Mr. R., against concurring with 
the amendment made by the Senate, which pro- 
poses a ratio of thirty-five thousand. And, if that 
vote was to be spoken with my last breath, it 
should be cheerfully tendered, not only because 
the amendment, if agreed to, will operate injuri- 
ously and unjustly in relation to Tennessee, but, 
also, by reason that, if agreed to, it will, in my 
humble opinion, go to fix a principle which, at no 
very distant period, may shake the foundation of 
sovereignties. Far be it from me to derogate 
from the constituted powers of the Senate of the 
United States, but it may, with all due respect, 
be observed, that a ratio of apportionment made 
by the House of Representatives of the sovereign 
people, and by the commanding majority of 102 
to 18 in that House, merits a considerable degree 
of confidence from the Senate, and, if touched 
by that honorable House, ought not to be touched 
nor broken down unless for reasons of an imperi- 
ous nature. The ratio fixed in the bill was a 
ratio of compromise, that, thereby, the present 
representation of the people in any State might 
not be diminished. When that ratio was fixed 
in the bill, fractions were little attended to; but 
it now appears that the avoiding of fractions 
has taken the place of that magnanimous princi- 
ple, and crept in to disturb that social and friendly 
union, which is the basis of the scvereignty of 
these United States. 

The offered amendment, then, reduces the ratio 
to thirty-five thousand. The operation of that 
ratio on all the other States, except by way of 
comparison, will be omitted, and its operation by 
fraction on the State of Tennessee, only, exam- 
ined. By a ratio of thirty-five thousand, there 
will remain to Tennessee a fraction of thirty- 
three thousand nine hundred and thirteen, only 
one thousand and eighty-seven Jess than the pro- 
posed ratio of this amendment for a representa- 
tive. Itappears that. ata ratio of thirty-five thou- 
sand, the four great States of the Union—that is: 
New York will have a fraction of 8043; Virginia 
12,616 ; Pennsylvania 4,773 ; and Massachusetts 
740. The aggregate of all these fractions is 
about 26,172. The fractions remaining to the 
States of New Hampshire and Delaware amount 
to about 5,464, which, being added to the amount 
of the fractions of the four great States, makes 
an aggregate of about 31.636. Hence, it is man- 
ifest that on a ratio of 35,000, a fraction will re- 
main to Tennessee, which is greater than the 
aggregate of the fractions of the States alluded 
to. No imperious reason appears, producing this 
effect, and commanding a descending ratio, to a 
point within the number 1,160, giving to the peo- 
ple of Tennessee another representative. If the 
ratio in the proposed amendment be agreed to, 
the people of the States already named, will 
have more than one hundred representatives, with 
an aggregate of remaining fractions of about 


| 
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31,336; and the people of the State of Tennes- 
see will have six representatives, with a remain- 
ing fraction of nearly thirty-four thousand. If 
the object of the amendment be to reduce great 
fractions, a ratio of 34,800, would have done 
away the great fraction of Tennessee, and the 
people of that State would then have had seven 
representatives. If, then, the ratio must be re- 
duced from 37,000, it is hoped it will be reduced 
to a number which will remove this great frac- 
tion, so that the people of Tennessee shall have 
seven representatives. 

Mr. Fisx.—Mr. Speaker, I have the honor to 
represent, in part, a small State, which feels deep- 
ly interested in the present question ; it is, there- 
fore, with pleasure, I hear the rights and interests 
of the small States advocated. Iam decidedly 
in favor of concurring with the amendment of 
the Senate, and, in support of it, shall endeavor 
to prove that the ratio proposed by the Senate 
will do less injustice and give a more equal rep- 
resentation to the States than that fixed on by 
this House. By the ratio of 37,000, agreed on by 
the House, Delaware and Vermont, haviag a pop- 
ulation of only 288 899, will have a fraction of 
66,899, almost equal to the one-fourth of their 
whole number, and will deprive Delaware of the 
one-haif of her representation, and Vermont of 
the one-sixth. By the ratio of 35,000, proposed 
by the Senate, Vermont and Delaware each gain 
one representative, while Kentucky, Tennessee, 
New Jersey, and Ohio, with a population of 
1,090,084, will be left with a fraction of 100,084, 
only equal to about the one-eleventh of their 
whole number. With these facts before us, I can- 
not understand by what rule of justice the gen- 
tlemen last up from Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
New Jersey, could advocate the interests of the 
small States, vote for the ratio agreed to by the 
House, leaving such monstrous fractions to the 
States of Delaware and Vermont, and now cal! 
on us to join them in rejecting the amendment 
of the Senate, because of the fractions it leaves in 
their States, when these fractions are, to their 
whole numbers, comparatively nothing with those 
left to Delaware and Vermont by the ratio they 
voted for. No number can be fixed on as the ra- 
tio but what will leave fractions in some of the 
States. His but justice, therefore, that we should 
adopt the Constitutional number which will leave 
the least fractions, and those on the greatest pop- 
ulation. 

It is proper to mention, that, by the last ratio, 
Tennessee had a very small fraction, and Ver- 
mont a large one; by this ratio, Vermont will 
have a small one, and that of Tennessee wil} be 
larger: thus, by the change, the loss will be equal- 
ized. An objection has been urged against the 
amendment, on the ground of its increasing the 
representation in this House. This has no weight 
in my mind. This ratio will not give this House 
more members than are to be found in the Legis- 
latures of many of the small States, where busi- 
ness is transacted with great facility and correct- 
ness. I think a numerous representation conform- 
able to sound republican principles. 
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Against the doctrines advanced yesterday, by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, I beg leave 
to enter my most solemn protest. In these mo- 
ments of danger from abroad, I am not for declar- 
ing war against the Senate—a foreign enemy may 
soon render a declaration of war both necessary 
and honorable. The best way of supporting the 
Constitution, is by acknowledging its principles, 
and moving within the orbit it has prescribed for 
us. The framers of the Constitution, for good 
reasons, no doubt, in the distribution of power to- 
the several branches of our Government, saw fit 
to give the Senate a participation in the power of 
fixing the ratio for the representation in this House; 
and itis not competent for us, as legisiators, to 
question the wisdom of this provision. Very little 
light can be thrown on this subject by precedents 
drawn from the proceedings of the English Par- 
liament; they are the supreme power; their acts 
make both the constitution and the law of the 
country. Notso here. The Constitution is the 
supreme law and rule to direct our legislative 
actions. This supreme law, this Constitution, 
has vested the Senate with the same power, and 
imposed on them the same obligation of exercis- 
ing a sound discretion in legislating on the sub- 
ject before us that it has to this House. They 
have the same interests in common with us all, 
they have solemnly sworn faithfully and impar- 


tially to discharge the trust reposed in them, and ; 
: represented fractions amount to 302.262, making 


they would be unworthy their station if they did 
not do it independently. 

Mr. Wricut.—Mr. Speaker, I hope the House 
will proceed to decide on the merits of the 
amendment proposed bythe Senate. J, for my 
part, am prepared to vote for it, although it comes 
in the inauspicious shape of an amendment from 
that body, so exceptionable in the opinion of the 
honorable gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Catnoun.) I feel no fears of the Senate’s sub- 
verting the Government while they have a com- 
mon interest init. I certainly, when a member 
of that body, was not less attached to the best 
interest of my country than I now am, although 
now directly elected by the sovereign people. 

The Constitution has wisely provided an equal 
representation in the Senate to prevent the small 
States from being injured by the overwhelming 
majority of the large States, and this appears to 
me to be one of the cases in which the Senate 
correctly have interfered, for that purpose, and 
while they revolve on their own axis, and within 
their own Constitutional orbit, I shall always re- 
spect them as a valuable organ of the legislative 
will of the nation, 

Sir, let us examine the case. The Constitu- 
tion declares that “ Representatives and direct 
taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States which may be included within this Union 
according to their respective numbers.” We find 
that Delaware, for twenty years, has had a frac- 
tion of 30,000 unrepresented, and we know she 
was directly taxed in the same manner that all 
the States were, without respect to that fraction, 
although nearly equal to one-half her whole 
number; and now, again, by fixing on 37,000 in- 


selves to Delaware, which, for twenty years has 
had a fraction of 30,000, and at 37,000, will, for 
ten years more, have a fraction of 34,004. The 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Rara) seems 
also to be much alive to the interest of Tennes- 
see; she has a fraction of 33,913; be has said 
that, if any State had such a fraction imposed on 
her, he should deem it unjust to impose it, and 
would oppose it. If he will examine, he will see 
that Delaware has a fraction of 34,004, and there- 
fore he stands committed to oppose it. Georgia 
and Massachusetts both have larger fractions 
than Tennessee. 

Sir, this question ought to be decided so that 
the Constitution might be as nearly gratified as 
possible, by adopting the number that will leave 
the smallest fraction upon the whole. If gentle- 
men will examine the document upon the subject, 
they will find, at 35.000, the unrepresented frac- 
tions amount to 249.460; that, at 37,000, the un- 


a difference of 52.802 in favor of 35,000; so that, 
on taking into view the interest of all, without 
respect to particular sections of the Union, there 
are 52.802 in favor of the proposition of the Sen- 
ate, which, on principle, ought to be preferred. 

But we are told that, by fixing on 35,006, the 
Southern and Western sections of the Union suf- 
fer greatly. I have examined that subject, and 
find that the Southern and Western States, in- 
cluding Maryland, have fractions of 85,764 more 
than the States to the eastward of Maryland; 
but I also find, that on examining the fractions of 
the same sections at the ratio of 37,000, that the 
Eastern division of the Union have fractions of 
121,448 more than the Southern and Western 
sections, leaving a balance of 35,784 more against 
the Eastern section at 37,000 than is against the 
Southern and Western sections at 35.000 ; so that 
the sectional fraction is less at 35,000, as well as 
the aggregate fraction ; therefore, in Justice, the 
number 35,000 ought to prevail. 

Mr. Guotson.— When this subject was first 
before the House, a ratio of representation was 
adopted, which seemed to be the result of prin- 
ciple, and which appeared also to have been in- 
dicated by the federal numbers of some of the 
small States, The principle assumed had refer- 
ence partly to the small States, and partly to the 
number of this branch of the Legislature, and 
accordingly, the highest ratio which would not 
reduce the present representation of any State 
was selected by a very large majority. The ratio 
taken was one member for 37,000, and this ratio 
grew not out of fractional caleulations, but out 
of aspirit of magnanimity and conciliation, The 
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Virginia delegation. I believe, would most of us | an additional unrepresented remainder of 52,000 
have preferred 40,000 toa member, but we took | than that the Southern country alone should 
37,000, to prevent what Rhode Island and Con- | havea disproportionate unrepresented remainder 
necticut alleged would have been injustice to| of 98.0002 Jt is certainly better that the whole 
them, namely, a reduction of their numbers in| should yield fifty than one-half near an hundred. 
this body. ma : Geographical comparisons and local distinc- 
For this act of conciliation, how, sir, have we | tions are at all times, sir, repugnant to my feel- 
been requited by the small States? They have ings. J avoid them whenever it is in my power. 
united in rejecting the ratio of 37,000, and in But I have been driven into the remarks which 
taking a smaller one, which throws almost all the I have made by the course this business and the 
large fractions on the southern part of the Union. debate upon it have taken. And Iam sorry that 
Lam very far from ascribing any incorrect inten- I am under the necessity of still trespassing for 
tion to any one. I would not, in the slightest! moment on the attention of the House while I 
degree, insinuate that it was the intention of the answer some observations of the gentleman from 
Senate, or that it is now within the view of this Pennsylvania, (Mr. SmıLie.) If I understood 
House to do injustice to any section of this Con- the gentleman, he said the secret was, that the 
federacy. Yet, from the enactment of this bill, } Southern people wanted the preponderance. Is 
as amended by the Senate, the most obvious and it meant, sir, to convey, by these expressions, an 
manifest injustice would accrue to almost the insinuation that there are Southern men on this 
entire southern portion of the Union. This will floor who act in a secret, clandestine way ? Who 
appear from a superficial view of the results profess one motive and act from another? What- 
arising from the ratio of 35,000, whieh has been ever may be intended, the observation is unmer- 
substituted by the Senate. ited, and I repel it. I will not, for a moment, 
The nine States to the north and eastward of allow myself to believe that there is any man in 
Maryland contain the federal number of 3,546,848, this Assembly who would be capable of such 
and then their aggregate fractions or remainders conduct. 
amount to 81.864. The eight Southern States, 
inclusive of Maryland, comprise the federal num- 
ber (deducting for the slaves) of 3,037,412. Thus 
three and a half millions in the North have about 
eighty thousand unrepresented, while only about 
3,900,000 in the South have near one hundred 
and seventy thousand unrepresented. The dis- 
proportion is encrmous. If the Northern States 
have 81,000 of remainders, the Southern States, 
according to the law of proportion, should have 
69.000. But they have in fact 167,000, from 
which, if yar deduct the Kevia proportion of | wili leave it entirely to the gentleman from that 
proportion of unrepresented remainders amoge | State to calculate the causes of it 
ing to 98,000. By adopting the Senate’s amend- | , After Sa a toes ple a the ee 
ment, the Eastern States, moreover, gain nine | that the House do concur wit ii aE mmt vs 
Representatives, and the Southern States two moma fe a 9 ans rt oe 
only. The ratio of 35,000 is therefore peculiarly | ° airy even A e 2 bei eee taousan F an 
unequal in its operation, and consequently unjust. | insert “thirty-five,” eng hee n ei eter 
If, Mr. Speaker, the principles which at first | Mined in the negative—yeas 65, aye ve: 
guided us upon this subject are now to be de-| Those who voted in the affirmative, are— 
serted, all that I ask is equality. It was a few| William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Daniel Ave- 
days ago remarked by a venerable gentleman ry, Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, Abijah Bigelow, 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Macon,) that at last Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, 
he expected this matter would resolve itself into | Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Thomas 
pen and ink calculation. Although I reposed | B. Cooke, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, Samuel 
much in the discernment of that gentleman, I Dinsmore, William Ely, James Emott, William Find- 
then hoped his prediction would not be fulfilled. | ley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles 
I, however, now begin to discover strong indica- Goldsborough, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed 
oe. ar a: à . ir | Hell, John A. Harper, John M. Hyneman, Richard 
tions that it is to be verified. If so, let this affair Jackson, jr, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Robert Le 
A = wn ; Js . > aW, 
SE Tor an eran ieal ee l Let the Roy Livingston, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf. 
calcu POR eony ie e with tolerable accu- James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Mose- 
E A tion Maryland has declared ley, William Paulding, Jr., Miam Piper, Timothy- 
x 8 Any 5 5 Pitkin, junior, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
his object to be the reduction of the aggregate | R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William Recd, Henry M. 
fraction, and he therefore takes the smallest ra- Ridgely, Ebenezcr Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
tio. The entire fraction at 37,000 is 52 000 greater! Scaver, Samuel Shaw, John Smilic, George Smith, 
than at 35,000. Waiving all other objections to | Silas Stow, William Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, George 
the gentleman’s reasoning, I would ask him if it Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg 
is not better that the whole nation should have Tallman, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr, Pierre Van 


I regret, Mr. Speaker that the gentleman has 
thought it necessary on this occasion to call over 
| the roll of appointments that have been conferred 
i on particular States, and that he has entered into 
a comparison of the favors received by Virginia 
and Pennsylvania in this respect. Topics of this 
sort are extremely painful to me, and invidious 
in themselves. Without, therefore, entering my- 
self at all on the subject, I will only observe, that 
if, in fact, from Virginia there have been more 
high federal cfficers than from Pennsylvania, I 
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Those who voted in the negative are— 


Willis Alston, jr, John Baker, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Thom- 
as Blount, James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, 
Langdon Cheves, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, Wil- 
liam Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias 
Earle, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Aylett Hawes, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, 
Joseph Lewis, junior., Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Samuel McKee, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 
James Pleasants, jr, John Randolph, Samuel Ring- 
gold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, John 
Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, John Talia- 
ferro, George M. Troup, Robert Whitehill, David R. 
Williams, Thomas Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

The other amendments of the Senate to the 
bill being governed by the first amendment, were, 
consequently, disagreed to. 


It was then ordered, on motion of Mr. Ran-! 


DOLPH, that a conference be held with the Senate 
on the subject-matter of the said amendments; 
and Mr. Ranpo.en, Mr. Lacock, and Mr. Cox- 
Dir, Were appointed managers at the said confer- 
ence on the part of this House. 


Fripay, December 6. 

Mr. EMOTT presented a petition of Harrison 
and Lewis, of the city of New York, merchants, 
praying permission to import from the British 
West India islands, goods to the amount of debts 
owing to them by certain inhabitants in said 
islands.—Referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, 

Mr. SMILIE presented a memorial of the Pres- 
dent and Managers of the Union Canal Com- 
pany of Pennsylvania, praying the aid and pat- 
ronage of the General Government in accom- 
plishing the extensive and useful works in which 
they are engaged; which was read, and referred 
to a select committee. 

Messrs. Smiuiz, Rincery, Rinacoup, BAKER, 
and BLEECKER, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate insist on their amend- 
ments, disagreed to by this House, to the bill * for 
the apportionment of Representatives among the 
several States according to the third enumera- 
tion ;” agree to the proposed conference, and have 
appointed managers on their part at the same. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to which 
Committee of the Whole was committed the re- 
port of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
made some days ago. 

The report having been read— 


H. or R. 


Mr. Porrer said that the House were probably 
expecting from the Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions some explanations of their views in report- 
ing the resolutions now under consideration, in 
addition to the general exposition of them con- 
tained in the report itself. The committee them- 
selves felt that such explanations were due, inas- 
much as they had only reported in part, and had 
intimated their intention to follow up these reso- 
lutions, should they be adopted, by the recom- 
mnendation of ulterior measures. 

The committee, Mr. P. said, after examining 
the various documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s Message, were satisfied, as he presumed 
every member of the House was, that all hopes of 
accommodating our differences with Great Britain 
by negotiation must be abandoned. When they 
looked at the correspondence between the two 
Governments; when they observed the miserable 
shifis and evasions (for they were entitled to no 
better appellation) towhich Great Britain resorted 
to excuse the violations of our maritime rights, it 
was impossible not to perceive that her conduct 
towards us was not regulated even by her own 
sense of justice, but solely by a regard to the 
probable extent of our forbearance, The last six 
years had been marked by a series of progressive 
encroachments on our rights; and the principles 
by which she publicly upheld her aggressions, 
were as mutable as her conduct. We had seen 
her one year advancing doctrines, which the 
year before she had reprobated. We had seen 
her one day capturing our vessels under pretexts, 
which on the preceding day she would have been 
ashamed or afraid to avow. Indeed. said Mr. P. 
she seems to have been constantly and carefully 
feeling our pulse, to asceriain what potions we 
would bear; and if we go on submitting to one 
indignity after another, 1t will not be long before 
we shall see British subjects, not only taking our 
property in our harbors, but trampling on our 
persons in the streets of our cities. 

Having become convinced that all hopes from 
further negotiation were idle, the committee, Mr. 
P. said, were led to the consideration of another 
question, which was—whether the maritime rights 
which Great Britain is violating were such as we 
ought to support at the hazard and expense of a 
war? And he believed he was correct in stating 
that the committee was unanimously of the opin- 
ion that they were. The committee thought that 
the Orders in Council, so far as they go to inter- 
rupt our direct trade, that is, the carrying of the 
productions of this country to a market in the 
ports of friendly nations, and returning with the 
proceeds of therm—ought to be resisted by war. 
How far we ought to go in support of what is 
commonly called the carrying trade, although 
the question was agitated in the committee, no 
definitive opinion was expressed. It was not 
deemed necessary, at this time, to express such 
an opinion, inasmuch as the injury we sustain by 
the inhibition of this trade is merged in the 
greater oue to our direct trade. 

The Orders in Council, Mr. P. said, of which 
there seemed now to be no prospect of a speedy 
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commerce is not favorably received; and as that 
nation is at war with most of the civilized world, 
the effect was (as he understood from those who 
had much better information on the subject than 
he could pretend to) to cut up, at once, about 
three-fourths of our best and most profitable com- 
merce. It was impossible that the mercantile or 
agricultural interests of the United States, which 
on the question of a right to the direct trade could 
never be separated, could submit to such imposi- 
tions. It was his opinion, that going upon the 
ground of a mere pecuniary calculation, a calcu- 
lation of profits and loss, it would be for our in- 
terest to go to war to remove the Orders in 
Council, rather than submit to them, even during 
the term of their probable continuance. 

But there was another point of view in which 
the subject presented iiself to the committee. and 
that was as regarded the character of the country. 
We were a young nation, and he hoped we cher- 
ished a little pride and spirit, as well as a great 
deal of justice and moderation. Our situation 
was not unlike that of a young man just entering 
into life, and who, if he tamely submitted to one 
cool, deliberate, intentional indignity, might safely 
calculate to be kicked and cuffed for the whole of 
the remainder of his life; or, if he should after- 
wards undertake to retrieve his character, must 
do it at ten times the expense which it would 
have cost him at first to support it. We shouid 
clearly understand and define those rights which 
as a nation we ought to support, and we should 
support them at every hazard. If there be any 
such thing as rights between nations surely the 
people of the United States, occupying the half 
of a continent, have a right to navigate the seas, 
without being molested by the inhabitants of the 
little island of Great Britain. 

It was under these views of the subject that 
the committee did not hesitate to give it as their 
opinion that we ought to go to war in opposition 
to the Orders in Council. But as to the extent 
of the war and the time when it should be com- 
menced, there would of course be some diversity 
of sentiment in the House, as there was, at first, 
in the committee. 

That we can contend with Great Britain openly 
and even handed on the element where she in- 
jures us, it would be folly to pretend. Were it 


even in our power to build a navy which should | 


be able to cope with her, no man who has any 
regard for the happiness of the people of this 
country would venture to advise such a measure. 
All the fame and glory which the British navy 
kas acquired at sea, have been dearly paid for iù 
the sufferings and misery of that ill-fated people 
at home—sufferings occasioned in a great mea- 
sure by the expense of that stupendous establish- 
ment. But without such a navy the United 
States could make a serious impression upon 
Great Britain, even at sea. We could have, with- 
in six months after a declaration of war, hundreds 
of privateers in every part of the ocean. We 


destroy her fisheries to the north; we could dep- 
redate upon her commerce to the West India 
islands, which is passing by our doors; we could 
annoy her trade along the coast of South America: 
we could even carry the war to her own shores 
in Europe. But, Mr. P. said, there was another 
| point where we could attack her, and where she 
would feel our power still more sensibly. We 
could deprive her of her extensive provinces lying 
along our borders tothe north. These provinces 
were not only immensely valuable in themselves, 
but almost indispensable to the existence of Great 
Britain, cut off as she now is in a great measure 
from the north of Europe. He had been credibly 
informed that the exports from Quebec along 
amounted, during the last year, to near six mil- 
lions of dollars, and most of these too in articles 
of the first necessity—in ship timber and in pro 
visions for the support of her fleets and armies, 
By carrying on such a war as he had described, 
at the public expense, on land, and by individual 
enterprise at sea, we should be able in a short 
lime to remunerate ourselves tenfold for all the 
spoliations she had committed on our commerce, 
| Jt was with a view to make preparations for 
such a war, that the committee had offered the 
resolutions on the table. Whether the means 
recommended were adequate to the object, or 
whether they were best adapted to the end, it 
would be for the House, when they came to dis- 
cuss them separately, to determine.. For bimself, 
Mr. P, said, and he presumed such were the feel- 
ings of all the members of the committee, he 
should have no objections to any modifications 
of them which might be agreeable to the House, 
so that the great object was still retained. If these 
resolutions, or any other similar to them in ob- 
ject, should pass; it was then the intention of the 
committee, as soon as the forces contemplated 
to be raised should be in any tolerable state of 
preparation, to recommend the employment of 
them for the purposes for which they shall have 
been raised, unless Great Britain shall, in the 
mean time, have done us justice. In short, it 
was the determination of the committee to re- 
commend open and decided war—a war as vigor- 
ous and eflective as the resources of the country 
and the relative situation of ourselves and our 
| enemy would enable us to prosecute. 

The committee, Mr. P. said, have not recom- 
| mended this course of measures without a fuli 
sense of the high responsibility which they have 
taken upon themselves. They are aware that 
war, even in its best and fairest form, is an evil 
deeply to be deprecated. But it is sometimes, 
and on few occasions perhaps more than on this. 
a necessary evil. For myself, I confess I have 
approached the subject not only with diffidence. 
but with awe. But I will never shrink from my 
duty because it is arduous or unpleasant; and I 
can most religiously declare that I never acted 
under stronger or clearer convictions of duty than 
I do now in recommending these preparatory 
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measures; or, than I shall ultimately in recom- 
mending war, in case Great Britain shall not have 
rescinded her Orders in Council, and made some 
satisfactory arrangements in respect to the im- 
pressment of our seamen. If there should be any 
gentlemen in the House who were not satisfied 
that we ought to go to war for our maritime 
rights, Mr. P. earnestly entreated that they would 
not vote for the resolutions. Do not, said he, let 
us raise armies, unless we intend to employ them. 
if we do not mean to support the rights and honor 
of the country, let us not drain it of its resources. 

Mr. P. said he was aware that there were many 
gentlemen in the House who were dissatisfied 
that the committee had not gone further, and 
recommended an immediate declaration of war, 
or the adoption of some measure which would 
have instantly precipitated us into it. But he 
confessed such was not his opinion. He had no 
idea of plunging ourselves headlong into a war 
with a powerful nation, or even a respectable 
province, when we had not three regiments of 
men to spare for that service. He hoped that we 
should not be influenced by the howlings of news- 
papers, nor by a fear that the spirit of the Twelfth 
Congress would be questioned, to abandon the 
plainest dictates of common sense and common 


discretion. He was sensible that there were many | 


good men out of Congress, as well as many of his 
best friends in it, whose appetites were prepared 
tor a war feast. He was not surprised at it, for 
he knew the provocatives had been sufficiently 
great. But he hoped they would not insist oa 
culling in the guests, at least, until the table 
should have been spread. When this was done. 
he pledged himself, in behalf of the Committee of 
Foreign Relations, that the gentlemen should not 
be disappointed of the entertainment for want of 
bidding; and he believed he might also pledge 
himself for many of the members of the com- 
mittee, that they would not be among the last 
to partake personally, not only in the pleasures, 
if any there should be, but in all the dangers of 
the revelry. 


Mr. P. said that this was the time and occasion 
on which, above all others, within his experience, 
we should act in concert. If the ultimate object 
of the great body of this House and of this nation 
was the same, and so far as he had been able to 
ascertain the sentiments of both, it was—there 
would be no difficulty in attaining it, But we 
mast yield something to the opinions, and to the 
feelings of each other. Instead of indulging in 
party reflections and recriminations in this House, 
he hoped that the whole of the House and of the 
Union would form but one party and consider a 
foreign nation as the other. 

Mr. P. said he had risen merely for the purpose 
of explaining to the House the opinions and views 
of the committee in relation to the resolutions 


now to be discussed, and he should be satisfied if 


he had been so fortunate as to succeed. 

The question was then taken on the first reso- 
lution for filling the ranks of the present army, 
&c., and carried. 

12th Cox. Ist Sess.—14 


The second resolution for raising ten thousand 
regulars being under consideration— 

Mr. Lrrrce moved to strike out ten thousand 
and insert fifteen thousand. 

Mr. Fisk moved to insert thirty thousand. 

Mr. Ausron wished to leave the number sub- 
ject to the discretion of the President, not ex- 
ceeding fifty thousand men. If the number was 
fixed, the President must appoint officers, whe- 
ther the men were raised or not. 

The question was taken on striking out the 
number ten thousand, &e., and carried by a large 
majority. 

The question now being on the number which 
was to be inserted in lieu of it— 

Mr. Porrer was in favor of a practicable num- 
ber of regulars, relying on volunteers for effective 
service as wellas regulars. 

Mr. Livre spoke in support of his motion. 

Mr. Waiaut spoke in favor of a large number 
of regulars. 

Mr. Fisk spoke in favor of thirty thousands 
he was desirous that our measures should be 
effectual. 

Mr. Litre spoke in favor of the House fixing 
the number, in preference to leaving it discre- 
tionary with the Executive. 

Mr. Newson spoke in favor of the number re- 
ported by the committee, 

Mr. Seyperr spoke ia favor of thirty thousand 
men. He was desirous of acting efficiently if 
at all, 

Mr. Wricu spoke in reply to Mr. NELSON, 


jand in favor of regular troops in preference to 


volunteers, 

Mr. Sainte thought ten thousand men would 
be a sufficient number, together with tie volua- 
teers, for any object they might be wanted for. 

Mr. Porter proposed that the number should 
remain blank, as it could be better fixed when the 
bill was brought in, in pursuance of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Netson spoke in reply to some observa- 
tions of Mr. Wricut on the relative importance 
of regulars and volunteers; and Mr. Waricar 
rejoined. 

On the suggestion of Mr. D. R. WILLIAMS, 
the motions to fill the blank created by striking 
out “ten thousand,” were withdrawn; and the 
resolution, thus varied, was agreed to. 

The 3d, 4th, and Sth resolutions, authorizing 
volunteers, militia, and equipment of our little 
navy, were agreed to by the Committee of the 
Whole. 

The sixth resolution, to permit our merchant 
vessels to arm in self-defence, against all unlaw- 
ful proceedings against them, being under con- 
sideration— 

Mr. McKee spoke against it, conceiving it at 
variance with the system comprised in the other 
resolutions. He had no idea of merely resisting; 
if attacked, he would retaliate. 


Mr. Saiute supported the resolution. If we 


were not now in war, he said he verily believed 
we soon should be. 
Mr. Waraut took the same ground with Mr, 
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McKer, and moved to amend the resolution by | Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, George 
adding thereto words similar to the following: | Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Pe- 
“And if attacked by any vessel contrary to the | leg Tallman, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. 
law of nations, to capture and bring them in for | Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., 
adjudication.” Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, 

Mr. Porver explained. The proposed amend- | William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, 

“ment would make the resolution an act of war, | and Robert Wright—117, ; 
which it was not the intention of the committee Prieta Bigelow, Elijah ngham, Shapiro- 
z s k itas ampion, Jonn avenport, jr., nar ack- 
R n in a) eae or to commence until son, jr, Lyman Law, Elisha R. Potter, John Ran- 
ey aa prepare pe dolph, Richard Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, and Laban 

Mr. Wrieut’s motion was lost, os Wheaton—11. 

Mr. McKee said the parties had joined issue, |" yir. GoLpsporoves, after expressing his readi- 
the oe ae up; the case Was We. ness, should war be once determined and declared 
to be decided. i attle, and he by jury. f e: | by the Administration, to go ali lengths to sup- 
therefore, desired to retain the sinews of our port it, but wishing further time for reflection on 
strength. and moved an amendment contempla- 


i b for ni 1 Salas so important a subject, made a motion to ad- 
pata argo tor ninety days on vessels in our | ourn: which was carried, and the House ad- 
ports, &c. 


The motion was declared to be out of order. soured: 
The sixth resolution was then agreed to. SATTE D ber 7 
The Committee rose and reported their agree- ATURD OY, ecem ber. 7. 
ment to the resolution. Mr. PLEASANTS presented a remonstrance and 
The House took up the report. ` petition of sundry inhabitants of St. Louis, in 


The question was put on the first resolution— the Territory of Louisiana, stating the many in- 
Mr. Ranpotru, wishing time, moved that the | juries and inconveniences which would result 
report lie on the table-—Motion lost—65 to 50. | from a change in their form of government, and 
The question was then taken on the first reso- | praying that no alteration may be made in their 
lution, in the following words: said form of government.—Referred to the Com- 
“ Resolved, That the Military Establishment, as au- | mittee of the Whole on the bill providing for the 
thorized by the existing laws, ought to be immediately | government of the said Territory. 
completed by filling up the ranks, and prolonging the Mr. Ruea presented a petition of suadry in- 
enlistment of the troops; and that to encourage en-| habitants of the Territory of Louisiana, praying 
listments, a bounty in lands ought to be given in addi- | that the secuud grade of Territorial government 
tion to the pay and bounty now allowed by law.” may be extended to the said Territory —Referred 
The following are the yeas and nays on the | to the Committee of the Whole on the bill pro- 
question: ; he | viding for the government of the said Territory. 
Yeas—— Wilis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Ste-) Mr, LYLE presented a petition of the Synod of 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, praying that the mails 
Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, may not be carried. and that ost offices may not 
Willian W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus an H T pos 2 ; 
l be kept open on the Sabbath day.—Referred to 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breck- the Posmaster General. t a d ; 
enridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William al, to consider and repor 
: > | thereon to the House, 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin On moi tMr. T he Pos 
Chittenden, John Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis a monano! TT. ŁALLMADGE, the Postmaster 
Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Daw- | General was directed to lay before the House an 
son, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, William Ely, James | estimate, in detail, of the expense which would 
Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Me- | necessarily be incurred to repair the building 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, | which has been purchased by the Government 
Charles Goldsborough, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin | for the accommodation of the General Post 
` Gray, Isaiah L, Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, ' Office and Patent Office, that the objects for 
Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob | which said purchase was made may be-carried 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- | into effect. 
seph Kent, Philip B. Key, William R. King, Abner| Mr. Jennings, from the committee appointed 
Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Peter Lit- | on the twenty-eighth ultimo, presented a bill to 
tle, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, | authorize the election of Sheriffs in the Indiana 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Territory, and for other purposes; which was 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, read twice, and committed to a Committee of 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, the Whole on Friday next 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, y 3 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 
bold, Thomas Newton, Stephen out William Monopay, December 9. 
Paulding, jr., Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William = ARAN 
Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr. James Pleasants, jr., Ben- ` REMISSION OF DU TIES. T 
jamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Mr, Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, | merce and Manufactures, made an unfavorable 
John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Thom- | report on the petition of Taylor and Richards ; 
as Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Sam-{ which was concurred in. The repert is as fol- 
uel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, | lows: 
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consequence of information received, that the British 
Government had issued orders for the capture of all 
American vessels bound to or from the ports of France. 
That no safe opportunity offering for the conveyance 
of the merchandise to the United States, in December, 
1808, when one of the petitioners (Gustavus Upton) 
left France for Great Britain; having previously given 
instructions to Messrs. McCarthy and Brothers of Bor- 
deaux to ship the merchandise to the United States 
directly, if a conveyance could be obtained; and, if 
not, to forward the same to England, whence, it was 
supposed, the merchandise might be shipped to the 
United States, with ease and safety. The petitioners 
further state, that, on the 12th of April, 1809, a con- 
veyance was engaged for the said merchandise for 
London, in the ship Yaug Fran Agena Sophia, of 
Kniphausen. On the merchandise arriving in the port 
of London, liberty to land the same, for sale, was re- 
fused, but granted to reship it for the United States ; 
which was done in June, 1809, on board the Rhadius, 
Captain Farly, for New York, and reached that port 
ou the 18th of October, 1809, in contravention of 
the act of Congress, entitled “An act to interdict the 
commercial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes,” passed the Ist of March, 1809. 


The petitioners further state, that, on the arrival of | 


the said merchandise at New York, they gave notice 
thereof to the collector, and that they had no intention 
of violating any law; that the merchandise, notwith- 
standing the fair and open procedure of the petition- 
ers, was taken into the custody of the revenue officers, 
and that, on a petition to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in conformity to the act, entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, pen- 
alties, and disabilities accruing in certain cases there- 
in mentioned,” he decided that the said merchandise 
should be delivered to the petitioners, on their pay- 
ment of costs, double duties on the articles imported 
contrary to law, and a sum equal to the extra duties 
imposed by this decision, for the use of the custom 
house officers at New York; with which decision 
the petitioners complied. They now pray the National 
Legislature that the sums of money which they have 
been made to pay, over and above the legal duties, 
may be refunded. 

The committee can see no great hardship in this 
ease. The merchandise seized was prohibited, and the 
whole importation, had a prosecution been instituted, 
would have been condemned as an importation con- 
travening the provisions of the act, entitled “An act 
to interdict the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain and France and their 
dependencies, and for other purposes,” passed the Ist 
day of March, 1809. The petitioners or shippers must 
have known that the merchandise was liable to seizure 
prior to the shipment of the same at London for the 

United States, the shipment having taken place more 
than three months subsequent to the passage of the 
abovementioned act. ` 

So far from being liable to the charge of rigor in the 
application of law to the petitioners’ case, the com. 
Inittee are of opinion that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury exercised the powers with which he is by law in- 
vested, with great moderation. 


the subject, the committee beg 
leave to recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition is unrea- 
sonable, and ought not to be granted. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Foreign Relations. 

The question being on the agreement to the 
second resolution, authorizing the raising an ad- 
ditional regular foree— 

Mr. Gronpy, as a member of the committee 
stated his impression that this was the vital part of 
the report; and although he had no desire to pro- 
long debate, invited those who were opposed to 
the report now to come forward and state their 
objections to it. 

Mr. Ranpoupn said, he was an old-fashioned 
politician. In the days of terror, we shrunk at 
standing armies; and what is the object now— 
defence? Who? Freemen who would not de- 
fend themselves. He would ask, if seven millions ~. 
of Americans were to be protected in their lives 
and liberties by ten thousand vagabonds who were 
fit food for gunpowder? It would he necessary to 
know the ulterior views of the committee on this 
point. It would be proper. before a vote was taken 
on this resolution, to know for what purpose these 
additional troops were wanted. The House ought 
not to commit itself on a question of such magni- 
tude without detailed information. He was as 
much opposed to raising standing armies now, as 
be had been in the reign of terror. He had seen 
too much of the corruptions attendant on these es- 
tablishments, in the course of the investigation in 
which he was engaged, not to disclaim all share in 
the creation of them. The pcople of the United 
States could defend themselves, if necessary, and 
had no idea of resting their defence on mercena- 
ries, picked up from brothels and tippling houses— 
pickpockets who have escaped from Newgate, &e., 
and sought refuge in this asylum of oppressed hu- 
manity. He contended that this resolution con- 
tained an unconstitutional proposition, and that 
the standing army now in the service of the United 
States was maintained in the very teeth of that 
part of the Constitution which declares that no 
money for the support of a standing army should, 
be appropriated for more than two years. Hë y 
again called for information as to the object of the 
army now proposed to be raised ; declaring, that, 
if the President should say they were necessary 
for the protection of New Orleans, to be employed 
against the Indians, or to repel incursions from 
Canada, (although this seemed not to be much 
thought of,) he should not refuse to grant them, 
He declared the report to be a negative position, 
which could not be combated except to disadvan- 
tage. He wished to know the Constitutional 
resources of the committee, and expressed a hope 
that the remarks he had made would draw out the 
talents of that body. 

Mr. Grunpy.—I did not expect that the gentle- 
man from Virginia would have made any inqui- 
ries into the motives or objects of that committee 
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heard the exposition of our ulterior measures, as 
explained by our Chairman. Why, then, sir, 
shall he now affect not to understand us? Our 
object, by those who will listen, shall not be mis- 
understood. And, Mr. Speaker, as I have no 
political secrets. 1 feel no hesitation in declaring 
to you, to this House, and to the nation, the view 
Thave taken of the subject. But before Ido this, 
it is due to the committee that an explanation of 
their conduct should take place. 


So soon as the Committee on our Foreign Re- 
lations was appointed, we were forcibily im- 
pressed with the serious and highly responsible 
station you had assigned us; to that committee, 
consisting of nine members only, were not only 
the eyes of this House but of the nation turned ; 
and from us, in this, the most troubled season our 
world has ever known, was it expected, that a 
course of measures would be recommended, cal- 
culated to protect the interests of seven millions 
of people. Under this impression, Mr. Speaker. 
we deemed it a duty to take time for deliberation; 
we thought it better to encounter the charge of 
having acted in a tardy and dilatory way, than 
to take a rash step, by which this nation might 
be plunged into difficulties, from which it could 
not be easily extricated. We therefore took ihe 
necessary time to weigh the arguments both fer 
and against the measures we have recommended ; 
and, as far as we were able, we surveyed the 
consequences which were to follow from the 
course we proposed. We foresaw, Mr. Speaker, 
that our countrymen were to fall in the meditated 
conflict, and that American blood was to stream 
afresh. Nor were we unmindful of the expendi- 
ture of public treasure. And, sir, what cost me 
more reflection than everything else was the new 
test to which we are to put this Government. 
We are about to ascertain by actual experiment 
how far our Republican institutions are calcu- 
lated to stand the shock of war, and whether, 
after foreign danger disappeared, we can again 
assume our peaceful attitude, without endanger- 
ing the liberties of the people. 


Against these considerations, weighty in them- 
selves, your committee felt themselves constrained 
to decide, influenced by existing circumstances 
of a character too imperious to be resisted: these I 
will enumerate before I sit down. My business 
at present is to address a particular portion of the 
members of this House—I mean, sir, the Repub- 
lican members—~and although what I am about 
to say might be deemed impolitic on ordinary 
subjects of legislation, yet, at this time and on 
this oceasion, it would be criminal to conceal a 
single thought which might influence their de- 
termination. We should now, Mr. Speaker, for- 
get little party animosities, we should mingle 
minds freely, and, as far as we are able, commune 
with the understandings of each other; and, the 
decision once made, let us become one people, 


our country. 

Republicans should never forget that some 
years agoa set of men of different politics held the 
reins of this Government, and drove the car of 
State; they were charged with being friendly to . 
standing armies in times of peace, and favorable 
to expensive establishments; not for the purpose 
of opposing foreign enemies, but to encourage 
Executive patronage, and to bring these forces 
to operate upon the people themselves. These 
measures alarmed the Republicans; they remon- 
strated, they clamored, they appealed to the peo- 
ple, and by a national sentence, the men then in 
power were taken down from their high places, 
and Republican men were put in their seats. 

If your minds are resolved on war, you are 
consistent, you are right, you are still Republi- 
cans; but if you are not resolved, pause and re- 
flect, for should this resolution pass, and you then 
become faint-hearted, remember that you have 
abandoned your old principles, and trod in the 
paths of your predecessors, 

According to my view of this subject, Mr. 
Speaker, we now stand on the bank ; one move- 
ment more, the Rubicon is passed, we are in Italy, 
and we must march to Rome. f 

As a member of the committee, I feel no hesi- 
tation in saying, that if there be a member here, 
not determined to go with us, to the extent of 
our measures, I prefer now to iake my leave of 
him, rather then be deserted when the clouds 
darken, and the storm thickens upon us. 

This admonition I owed to candor—~I have 
paid it, not because I doubted; my purpose is 
settied, my mind reposes upon it. I may be in 
an error. If Iam, [hope my country will for- 
giveme. From my God I shall never need it, be- 
cause he knows the purity of my motives. 

I will now state the reasons which influenced _ 
the committee, in recommending the measures - 
now before us. 

It is not the carrying trade, properly so called, 
about which this nation and Great Britain are 
at present contending. Were this the only ques- 
tion now under consideration, I should feel great 
unwillingness (however clear our claim might 
be) to involve the nation in war, for the asser- 
tion of a right, in the enjoyment of which the 
community at large are not more deeply con- 
cerned. The true question in controversy, is of ` 
a very different character; it involves the inter- 
est of the whole nation: It is the right of ex- 
porting the productions of our own soil and in- 
dustry to foreign markets. Sir, our vessels are 
now captured when destined to the ports of 
France, and condemned by the British Courts of 
Admiralty, without even the pretext of having 
on board contraband of war, enemies’ property, 
or, having in any other respect violated the laws 
of nations. These depredaticnson our lawful com- 
merce, under whatever ostensible pretence com- 
mitted, are not to be traced to any maxims or 
rales of public law, but to the maritime supre- 
macy, and pride of the British nation,Y This hos- 
tile and unjust policy of that countrý towards us, 
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is not to be wondered at, when we recollect that i 
the United States are already the second com- 
mercial nation in the world. The rapid growth 
of our. commercial importance, has not only awak- ! 
ened the jealousy of the commercial interests of ' 
Great Britain, but her statesmen, no doubt, anti- 
cipate with deep concern, the maritime greatness 
of this Republic. 

The unjust and unprecedented demands now 
made by Great Britain, that we shall cause the 
markets of the Continent to be opened to her 
manufactures, fully justifies the views I have 
suggested. 

That we as a neutral nation should interfere 
between belligerents in their municipal regula- | 
tions, will not be contended for by any one. 
From the course pursued by that nation for some | 
years past, it evidently appears, that neither pub- 
lic law nor justice, but power alone, is made by 
her the test of maritime rights. 

What, Mr. Speaker, are we now called on to; 
decide? It is, whether we will resist by foree 
the attempt, made by that Government, to sub- 
ject our maritime rights to the arbitrary and 
capricious rule of her will; for my part [am not 
prepared to say that this country shall submit 
to have her commerce interdicted or regulated, | 
by any foreign nation. Sir, I prefer war to sub- 
mission. 3 

Over and above these unjust pretensions of the 
British Government, for many years past they | 
have been in the practice of impressing our sea- | 
men, from merchant vessels; this unjust and 
lawless invasion of personal liberty, calls loudly 
for the interposition of this Government. To 
those better acquainted with the facts in relation 
to it, I leave it to fill up the picture. My mind 
is irresistibly drawn to the West. 

Although others may not strongly feel the 
bearing which the late transactions in that quar- 
ter have on this subject, upon my mind they have 
great influence. It cannot be believed by any 
man who will reflect, that the savage tribes. un- 
influenced by other Powers, would think of mak- ' 
ing war onthe United States. They understand 
too well their own weakness, and our strength. 
They have already felt the weight of our arms; 
they know they hold the very soil on which they 
jive as tenants at sufferance. How, then, sir, are 
we toaccount for their late conduct? In one way 
only; some powerful nation must have intrigued 
with them, and turned their peaceful disposition 
towards us into hostilities. Great Britain alone 
has intercourse with those Northern tribes; I: 
therefore infer, that if British gold has not been 
employed, their baubles and trinkets, and the pro- 
misé of support and a place of refuge if necessary, | 
have had their effect. 

If Tam right in this conjecture, war is not to 
commence by sea or land, it is already begun; 
and some of the richest blood of our country has 
already been shed. Yes, Mr. Speaker, in one in- 
dividual bas fallen, the honest man, the orator, 
and the soldier. That he loved his country none 
can doubt—he died to preserve its honor and its 
fame—I mean the late commander of the cavalry; 
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you, sir, who have often measured your strength 
with his in forensic debate, can attest that he in 
a good degree, was the pride of the Western 
country,and Kentucky claimed him as a favorite 
son. For his loss, with those who fell by his 
side, the whole Western country is ready to 
march ; they only wait for our permission; and 
sir, war once declared, I pledge myself for my 
people—they will avenge the death of their 
brethren, 

Another consideration drawn from our past 
conduct demands the course we have proposed. 
In the year 1808, Congress declared that this na- 
tion had but three alternatives left—war, embargo, 
or submission; since that time no advantageous 
change has taken place in our foreign relations; 
we now have no embargo, we have not declared 
war. I then say it, with humiliation, produced 
by the degradation of my country, we have sub- 
mitted. Mr. Speaker, I derive no pleasure from 
speaking in this way of my country, but it is 
true, and, however painful the truth may be, it 
should be told. 

Another reason operates on my mind; we 
stand pledged to the French nation to continue 
in force our non-importation law against Britain ; 
without a violation of national faith we cannot 
repeal it. What effects is the operation of this 
law producing? It is demoralizing our citizens; 
men of commercial habits cannot easily change 
their course of life; those who have lived in af- 
fluence and ease cannot consent to beg for bread. 
No, sir, they will violate this law, they will smug- 
gle; and, sir, in politics, as in private life, if you 
wish men to remain virtuous, lead them not into 
temptation. 

This restrictive system operates unequally ; 
some parts of the Union enjoy the same advan- 
tages which they possessed when no difficulties 
attended our foreign relations; others suffer ex- 
tremely. Ask the Northern man, and he will 
tell you that any state of things is better than 
the present; inquire of the Western people why 
their crops are not equal to what they were in 
former years, they will answer that industry has 
no stimulus left, since their surplus products have 
no markets. Notwithstanding these objections to 
the present restrictive system, we are bound to 
retain it—this, and our plighted faith to the 
French Government, have tied the gordian knot; 
we cannot untie it; we can cut it with the sword. 

This war, if carried on successfully, will have 
its advantages. We shall drive the British from 
our Continent—they will no longer have an ap- 
portunity of intriguing with our Indian neighbors, 
and setting on the ruthless savage to tomahawk 
our women and children. That nation will lose 
her Canadian trade, and, by having no resting place 
in this country, her means of annoying us will 
be diminished. The idea lam now about to ad- 
vance is at war, I know, with sentiments of the 
gentleman from Virginia: I am willing to re- 


ceive the Canadians as adopted brethren; it will 


have beneficial political effects; it will preserve 
the equilibrium of the Government. When 
Louisiana shall be fully peopled, the Northern 
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States will lose their powers they will be at the 
discretion of others; they can be depressed at 
pleasure, and then this Union might be endan- 
gered—I therefore feel anxious not only to add 
the Floridas to the South, but the Canadas to 
the North of this empire. 

To you, Mr. Speaker, and to the members of 
this House, my thanks are due for the very pa- 
tient attention you have paid to my embarrassed 
remarks, 

Mr. Wiocery next spoke in favor of the report. 

Mr. Cueves followed next in debate, and ad- 
vocated the report at some length. 

Mr. RanpoLPrH commenced some observations 
in reply, and Mr. Grounpy rose to explain. Be-: 
fore Mr. RANDOLPH resumed his speech, a mo- j 
tion to adjourn was made by Mr. Grunpy, with | 
a view of giving the opponents of the report time 
to prepare fully to reply to what had been to-day 
advanced by its supporters. And the House ad- 
journed, 


Tuespay, December 10, | 

Another member, to wit: James Cocuray, | 
from North Carolina, appeared and took his seat. 
Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
from the Senate “for the relief of Thomas 
O'Bannon,” reported the same without amend- | 
ment; and it was ordered to be read the third 


President’s Message as relates to the Spanish Ameri. 
can colonies, have, in obedience to the order of the 
House, deliberately considered the subject before them, 
and directed a report, in part, to be submitted to the 
consideration of the House, in the form of a public 
declaration, as follows: 

Whereas several of the American Spanish provinces 
have represented to the United States that it has been 
found expedient for them to associate and form Fed- 
eral Governments upon the elective and representative 
plan, and to declare themselves free and independent— 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That they behold, with friendly interest, the 
establishment of independent sovereignties by the Span- 
ish provinces in America, consequent upon the actual 
state of the monarchy to which they belonged ; that, as 
neighbors and inhabitants of the same hemisphere, the 
United States feel great solicitude for their welfare; 
and that, when those provinces shall have attained the 
condition of nations, by the just exercise of their rights, 
the Senate and House of Representatives will unite 
with the Executive in establishing with them, as sov- 
ereign and independent States, such amicable relations 
and commercial intercourse as may require their Legis- 
lative authority. 


Hovs: or Reeresextatives, Dec. 5, 1811. 
Sin: In behalf of the committee appointed to con- 
sider so much of the President’s Message of the 5th of 
November as relates to the Spanish American prov- 


time to-morrow. A i POO ae 
N R apes | inces, { beg leave to inquire whether it is known to our 

Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims, | Government that any of those provinces have declared 
made a report on the petition of Jared Shattuck, | themselves independent, or that material changes have 
referred the twenty-sixth ultimo; which was | taken place in their political relations. It is not ex- 
read, and referred to a Committee of the Whole | pected, however, that my request will be understood to 


on the first Monday in January next. 

Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, made an unfavorable | 
report on the petition of Thomas Fishbourn 
Wharton; which was read, and concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of allowing an additional com- 
pensation to the Postmaster General; and that 
they have leave to report by -bill, or otherwise. j 

An engrossed bill for the relief of John Burn- 
ham was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the laying out 
a public road from the line established by the 
Treaty of Greenville, to the North Bend, in the 
State of Ohio, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill from the Senate, “ To authorize the 
surveying and marking of certain roads, in the 
State of Ohio, as contemplated by the Treaty of 
Brownstown, in the Territory of Michigan,” was 
read the third time, and passed. 


SPANISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 


Mr. MırcuLL, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- 
lates to the Spanish American Colonies, made a | 
report, in part, thereon; which was read, and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. The report is as follows: 


| 


extend to those communications which, in the opinion 
of the Executive, it would be improper to disclose. 
Be pleased, sir, to accept the assurances of my high 
consideration and respect. 
SAMUEL L. MITCHILL. 
Hon. Jamrs Moxnos. 


DELARTHENT or Starx, Dec. 9, 1811. 
Sin: I have the honor to transmit to you, in com- 
pliance with the request contained in your letter of the 
5th instant, a copy of the declaration of independence 
made by the provinces of Venezuela. This act was 
communicated to this Government by order of the Con- 
gress, composed of deputies from those provinces, assem- 
bled at Caraccas. It is not ascertained that any other 
of the Spanish provinces have, as yet, entered into sim- 
ilar declarations; but it is known that most, if not all 
of them, on the continent, are in a revolutionary state. 
The progress made in that direction by some of them 
will best appear in the documents which have already 
been communicated to you. Ihave the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE, 

Hon. Sauces L. Mircuirz, &e. 


The Secretary of State to Messrs. Armstrong and 
Bowdoin. 
DEPARTMENT or STATE, March 13, 1806. 
* GeNTLEMEN: Ihave duly received from time to time 
your several letters, bearing dates the 3d July, the 10th 
and 15th August, the 10th September, the 3d and 25th 


| October, and the 26th November. 
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Previous to the arrival of Mr. Skipwith with your 
despatches of September 10, our affairs with Spain had 
undergone the particular consideration of the President, 
with a reference as well to the change in the state of 
things in Europe as to the approaching session of Con- 
gress; and it had been determined—1. That the man- 
ner in which the negotiations at Madrid had been closed 
by Spain forbade any application whatever to her for a 
renewal of them; 2. That the case should be presented 
to Congress, for such provisions as it might be thought 
to require on their part: 3. That,in the meantime, you 
should be charged to place before the French Govern- 
ment the necessity to which Spain, by refusing to 
concur in a diplomatic adjustment of her controversies 
with the United States, had reduced the latter, of seek- 
ing justice by those ulterior measures which the occa- 
sion called for. It had also been determined by the 
President, with a view to enable the French Govern- 
ment, if it should be so disposed, to hasten by its medi- 
ating influence on Spain the change in her councils 
necessary to an amicable adjustment with the United 
States, and to bring Spain forward for the purpose, 
that you should be furnished with the terms which 
Spain might obtain from the United States, 


On the receipt of your communications by Mr. Skip- 
with, the ideas disclosed by the French Government 
were considered as forming a sufficient basis for an an- 
ticipating provision by Congress, such as was made in 
reference to the convention of the 30th of April, 1803; 
and it was accordingly determined, in pursuance of 
that example, to await the mecting of Congress, and 
lay the subject before them. This was doue; and the 
act and resolutions, of which copies are enclosed, were 
the result of their discussions; a result which has been 
delayed by the forms of proceeding, and some variances 
of opinion on the occasion, longer than might have been 
wished. 

T now enclose the outline and substance of a conven- 
tional arrangement adapted to the views expressed by 
Congress, and such as the President authorizes you to 
conclude. You will lose no time in imparting it to the 
French Government in the manner you may deem 
most expedient; letting it know, at the same tine, that 
no direct communication on the subject. has been made 
to the Spanish Government; that after the reception 
given by Spain to the overtures made through an extra- 
ordinary mission to Madrid, followed by her military 
and menacing indications- within and near the contro- 
verted territories, as explained in the annexed extracts, 
the United States, though ready to meet Spain in nego- 
tiation under the auspices of a common friend, do not con- 
sider it belonging to them to court a further negotiation 
in any form; that, consequently, the steps necessary 
on the part of Spain must be the result either of her 
own reflections, or of the prudent council which France 
May undertake to give her. 

The President leaves to your own management the 
expression of those sentiments, which, without any im- 
proper condescensions on the partof the United States, 
will best conciliate the French Government to our ob- 
jects. The ascendency which it will have over that 
of Spain, if no change of circumstances intervene, and 
the preference of an amicable termination of our differ- 
ences with Spain to an appeal to force, require that 
every honorable use should be made of the occasion 
which seems to offer itself. 

Should the Emperor still be absent, without authority 
in any hands at Paris to take measures in concert with 
you for instituting the business, it must remain with 


you to decide according to the probable course of his- 
movements on the most expedient and expeditious mode 
of holding the necessary communications with his cabi- 
net. Rather than risk a delay which may lose a favorable- 
crisis, it may be even advisable to repair to his military 
quarters. This is a step, however, to which there may 
be so many objections, that it will require very strong: 
considerations to recommend it. 


As soon as any authority at Paris shall be ready on 
the part of Spain, you will enter on the subject, and 
press it to a conclusion with as much celerity and de- 
cision as circumstances will justify. The terms stated 
as your guide require little explanation more than ac- 
companies the several articles. The object with the 
United States is to secure West Florida, which is es- 
sential to their interest, and to obtain East Florida, 
which is important to them, procuring, at the same time, 
equitable indemnities from Spain for the injuries for 
which she is answerable, to all which the proposed ex- 
change of territory and arrangement of the western 
boundary may be made subservient. The desire mani- 
fested by the House of Representatives in the reso- 
lution herewith enclosed, that such an exchange and 
arrangement may be found sufficient, without any price 
in money, will engage all your attention and exertions. 
if the exchange stated in the resolution with the Sabine 
river for our western boundary below the ridge, dividing 
the waters running into the Mississippi from those run- 
ning into the gulf westward of the mouth of that river 
can be obtained, the exchange will be satisfactory, especi- 
ally if accompanied with a reasonable provision for the 
indemnities due from Spain to citizens of the United 
States. If the exchange can be obtained even without 
this last provision, or including the territory eastward 
of the Perdido, or any pecuniary payment for the terri- 
tory westward thereof, it is not to be rejected ; but in 
that case it will be extremely desirable to make the au- 
thorized establishment of an interval of territory, not to 
be settled for a given period, subservient to a provision 


| for indemnities. 


In order to determine the price and the payments to 
Spain for the cession of territory, and to provide indem- 
nities for the spoliations and other injuries for which 
Spain is responsible, you will add to the preceding arti- 
cles others proper on those subjects. For the several 
modifications which will best comport with the conve- 
nience of our Treasury, and the sentiments of the Sec- 
retary of that Department, I refer to copies of a letter 
and paper from him, herewith enclosed, stating to you 
generally for your guide—l. That the sum to be made 
payable to Spain for her cession is not to exceed five 
millions of dollars; 2. That as little as possible, and in 
no event more than two millions, are to be paid prior 
to the delivery of possession or the ratification; 3. That 
as ample a provision as possible be made for indemni- 
ties, either by constituting a board of commissioners for 
settling them, or by a sum in gross, sufficient to cover 
their probable amount, which is not less than four mil- 
lions of dollars, and distributable by the United States 
to such claimants, and in such proportions, as may be 
decided upon under their authority. This last mode 
of providing for the object will be much the best, if the 
sum in gross be equal to the amount of claims likely 
to be allowed by a Board of Commissioners; 4. It is 
particularly desirable that, in defining the cases to be 
indemnified, the terms should be such as will embrace 
those where French subjects or citizens, as well as those 
where Spanish subjects were the wrong doers, If a 
sum in gross be stipulated, it may be expected that 
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Spain will not object to a definition which wiH author- 
ize the United States to apply it to both cases, espe- 
cially if terms be chosen which will not expressly des- 
ignate the contested French cases; 5. In defining the 
cases, it will be proper to have in view those of every 
description which exist—more particularly depredations 
on the high seas, and unjust or unlawful injuries within 
the Spanish jurisdiction, whether in Old Spain or her 
colonies; in a word, all injurious acts, cither to the 
United States or to her citizens, for which the Spanish 
nation is responsible, according 10 the principles of jus- 
tice, equity, treaty, or the law of nations. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MADISON. 


P. S.—Particular care must be taken in case a con- 
vention shall be made which does not provide for the 
spoliations, or for the portion of them, subsequent to 
the convention of August, 1802, to guard against an 
abandonment, either express or constructive, of the just 
claims of our citizens on that account. J. M. 


PROJECT OF A CONVENTION. 

The United States and His Catholic Majesty being 
desirous of terminating amicably all controversies now 
subsisting between them, and of providing more effect- 
ually for the maintenance of their future harmony, have 
appointed, &c.: 

Anricre 1.—Spain, acknowledging and confirming 
to the United States West Florida, cedes to them for- 
ever the same and East Florida, with the islands and 
waters thereon respectively depending ; or if unattain- 
able in that form, Spain cedes and comntirins forever to 
the United States East und West Florida, with the 
island waters thereon respectively depending. 

Observations on Article }.— The object in these forms 
of expressing the cession, is, to date that of West Fior- 
ida as far at least as to the Perdido, from the date of 
the cession of Louisiana by France, and thereby invali- 
date the intervening sales of land, which it is under- 
stood have taken piace corruptly or unfairly, to a very 
great extent. If Spain should appear to acquiesce in 
a more explicit acknowledgment of our right under 
the French convention as far as the Perdido, it may be 
well to divide the territory eastward of the Mississippi 
by a reference to that river, instead of referring to it as 
divided into East and West Florida. 

Ant 2,—Possession of the said territory shall be de- 
livered to a person or persons authorized by the United 
States to receive the same, within days or less if 
practicable, after the exchange of the ratifications of this 
convention. With the said territory shall he delivered 
all public property, excepting ships and military stores, 
as also all public archives belonging to the same. 

Sec. 2. Within ninety days after delivering posses- 
sion, or sooner, if possible, the Spanish troops shall 
evacuate the territory hereby ceded. 

Src. 3. The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be 
entitled to the same incorporation into the United 
States, and to the same protection in their religion, 
their liberties, and their property, as were stipulated to 
the inhabitants of the territory ecded to the United 
States by the treaty of the 30th of April, 1803, with 
the French Republic. 

Sec. 4. With the same motives in view which led 
to the seventh and cighth articles of the treaty above 
mentioned, it has been agreed between the contracting 
parties that the ships of France and Spain shall enjoy, 
inthe ports of the hereby ceded territory, until the term 
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northerly source; thence, a right line to the nearest 
high lands, enclosing all the waters running directly 
or indirectly into the Mississippi or Missouri, and along 
the said highlands as far as they border on the Span- 
ish dominions. 

Observations on Article 3.—Although it may not be 
amiss to urge the claim of the United States to the Rio 
Bravo, and to propose that for the boundary, it is not 
expected that one more westwardly than the boundary 
delineated in this article will be favored by France 
or admitted by Spain. 

ART. 4—It is agreed that a space extending thirty 
leagues on cach side of the said boundary shall be kept 
by the parties respectively unsettled for the term of —— 
years ; or 

A space between the said boundary and some boun- 
dary beginning with a river eastward of the Colorado, 
and westward of the Sabine; or, 

A space between the said boundary, and the boun- 
dary beginning with the Sabine, and tunning thence 
from the source of the Sabine, a straight line, to the 
confluence of the rivers Osage and Missouri; and from 
the said confluence, a line running parallel with the 
Mississippi, to the latitude of its most northernmost 
source ; and thence a meridian to the northern boun- 
dary of Louisiana. 

Observations on Article 4—These descriptions of a 
barrier interval are to be successively yielded according 
as Spain may be willing to cede therefor her territory 
eastward of the Mississippi, or to abate in the sum of 
money to be paid for East Florida, or to be liable in her 
engagements and provisions for indemnifying our citi- 
zens. It heing impossible to foresce the various modi- 
fications and combinations which the subject may take 
in the course of negotiation, much must necessarily be 
left to your own judgment. It is to be understood 
that, in no event, the country castward of the Sabine 
and the line from its source as above referred to, is to 
be included in the unsettled interval. 

Ant. 5—[Here was inserted a copy of the provisions 
contained in the project of 1804, as to the interval not 
to be settled.] 


Mr. Armstrong io M. Yzquierdo. 
Parts, Sept. 30, 1896. 

The undersigned having been informed by the Amer- 
ican Chargé d'Affaires at Madrid, that a Minister had 
been appointed, on the part of His Catholic Majesty, te 
negotiate a settlement of the several points in contro- 
versy between the United States of America and His 
said Majesty : and having understood from His Majesty's 
Ambassador at this Court, that M. Yzquierdo was the 
Minister thus appointed, it becomes the duty of the 
undersigned to inform His Excellency that Plenipoten:- 
tiaries commissioned by the President of the United 
States to fulfil, on his part, this important object, are 
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Decemper, 1811. 


now in Paris, and equally prepared and disposed to 
enter on the proposed negotiation. The undersigned 
avails himself of this occasion to offer to M. Yzquierdo 
the assurance of his very high consideration. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States. 
His Excellency M. Yzacrenno, 
Counsellor of State and of War. 


M. Yzquierdo to General Armstrong. 


Panis, October 1, 1806. 

The undersigned has received with interest the com- 
munications of his Excellency General Armstrong, 
contained in his note of the 30th September last. He 
has the honor to make known to hiin that the negoti- 
ations on the different points in controversy between 
his Government and the United States of America are 
not within his actual political powers. 

The undersigned profits of this occasion to present 


to his Excellency General Armstrong the assurance of 


E, YZQUIERDO, 


his high consideration. 
Counsellor uf State, &e., 


Extract—The Secretary of State to Mr. Bowdoin. 


May 25, 1807, 

It is painful to find that the reserve and mystery 
which have so long enveloped our affairs with Spain 
still embarrass the efforts to bring them to a proper 
state. The protracted delay is certainly not a little 
hazardous to the peace of the two nations, which has 
thus far been preserved by the moderation of the Uni- 
ted States, in spite of the folly of the other party. The 
conduct of Spain is sot easily explained. Several 
causes have probably united in producing her obstinate 
repugnance to meet our reasonable overtures ; perhaps 
the most powerful may have been a calculation that 
sbe would have, in any event, the support of one or 
the other of the two great rivals of Europe; and that 
her dexterity would be able to connect her with which- 
ever of them should ultimately be ascendant. It would 
seem to be impossible, however, that the crisis can be 
much longer procrastinated. ‘The obstructions which 
are thrown in the way of the trade through the Mobile, 
and even of the use of the river by the Government of the 
United States for public purposes, and kindling a flame 
which will not be very manageable. The last letter 
from Mr. Erving, which was of , communicated 
the Spanish decree, co-operating with that of Novem- 
ber 21st by the French Emperor, which is in terms 
giving equal latitude with its prototype for depredations 
on our commerce, and which, if so executed, will add 
fuel to the flame. Mr. Erving promised that his next 
letter would not only give explanations on that subject, 
but have something to say as to our affairs generally 
with the Spanish Government. 


Extract—Mr. Madison, Secretary of State, to General 
Armstrong und Mr. Bowdoin. 


Deranrurnt or Srare, July 15, 1807. 

The enclosed copy of a proclamation, by the Presi- 
dent, will inform you of a late extraordinary hostility 
and insult committed by a British ship of war ona 
frigate of the United States, near the Capes of Virginia, 
and of the measures taken by the President in conse- 
quence of the outrage. The subsequent proceedings 
of the British squadron in our waters have borne a 
like stamp of hostility ; and although it may be found 
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that these provocations have not issued from, or may 


be disavowed and expiated by the British Government, 
it may also be found that the United States must take 
on themselves the reparation that is due tothem. For 
his event it is necessary to be prepared, as well with 
a view to our finances as to other resources and ar- 
rangements. 

In this state of things, the President, taking into 
consideration the objections to an application of the 
public funds to objects not immediately connected with 
the public safety, instructs you to suspend the negoti- 
ations for the purchase of the Floridas, unless it shall 
be agreed by Spain that payment for them shall, in 
case of a rupture between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted States, be postponed till the end of one year after 
they shall have settled their differences ; and that, in 
the mcantime, no interest shall be paid on the debt. 
You will, of course, understand it to be inconsistent 
with this instruction either to draw on the Treasury, 
or to obtain a credit in Europe, for any part of the sum 
allotted for the purchase of the Floridas. 

Shall a bargain have been made for the Floridas, 
and payments stipulated, as contemplated by former 
instructions, you will press. in the most serious and 
emphatic manner, a re-modification of the terms which 
will adjust them to the instructions here given. Such 
a compliance may justly be expected in return for the 
advantages which Spain and her allies will derive in 
various respects from a contest between this country 
and their enemy. It may further be expected that, in 
consideration of these advantages to them, and of the 
general effect of war, or even a cessation of commerce 
with Great Britain, on the pecuniary faculties of the 
United States, the price demanded for the Floridas will 
be at least greatly reduced. To this consideration it 
may be added, that, whilst the pecuniary faculties of 
the United States will be so materially benumbed in 
the event of a rupture with Great Britain, those of 
Spain may be essentially aided, by the facility which 
that event will give to the command of her South Amer- 
ican treasures through the United States. Finally, it 
is not unworthy of consideration, that the introduction 
of hostile relations between the United States and Great 
Britain, may remove objections hitherto felt by thelat- 
ter to enterprises against the Floridas, and lead to a 
military occupancy of them with views very adverse to 
the policy of Spain. 

Should Spain still obstinately persist in rejecting or 
retarding an arrangement concerning the Floridas, she 
must at least sec the necessity of hastening a satisfac- 
tory one on other subjects, particularly in the case of 
the Mobile, for the free use of which, by the United 
States, orders ought to be sent without a moment’s 
delay. 

The President leaves to your own discretion the use 
to be made of observations of this kind, and entertains 
an entire confidence that your management of the 
whole business will be such as will best comport with 
the circumstances of the crisis, and conduce most to 
the object entrusted to you. 


Extract—Mr. Smith, Secretary of State, to General 
Armstrong. 
DEPARTMENT or STATE, 
. March 15, 1809. 
From the enclosed report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, you will perceive that the appropriation of 
the two millions of dollars for the purchase of Florida, 
having expired on the 31st December last, has been 


present, to suspend the negotiation in relation to that 


subject. 


Mr Foster to Mr. Monroe. 


WASHINGTON, July 2, 1811. 


Sin: The attention of His Majesty’s Government 
has of late been called to the measures pursued by the 
United States for the military occupation of West 
Florida. The language held by the President at the 
opening of the late session of Congress, the hostile 
demonstrations made by the American forees under 
Captain Gaines, the actual summoning of the fort of 
Mobile, and the bill submitted to the approbation of 
the American Legislature for the interior administra- 
tion of the province, are so many direct and positive 
proofs that the Government of America is prepared to 
subject the province of West Florida to the authority 
of the United States. 


The Spanish Minister in London, addressed a note, 
in the month of March last, to His Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, expressing, in sufficient 
detail, the feelings of the Government of Spain respect- 
ing this unprovoked aggression on the integrity of that 
monarchy. 

Mr. Morier, in his note to Mr. Smith of December 
15, 1810, has already reminded the American Govern- 
ment of the intimate alliance subsisting between His 
Majesty and Spain, and he has desired such explana- | 
tions on the subject as might convince His Majesty of | 
the pacific disposition of the United States towards 
Spain. Mr. Smith, in his reply, has stated that it was 
evident that no hostile or unfriendly purpose was en- 
tertained by America towards Spain; and that the 
American Minister at His Majesty’s Court had been 
enabled to make whatever explanations might comport 
with the frank and conciliatory spirit which had been 
invariably manifested on the part of the United States. 

Since the date of his correspondence, Mr. Pinkney 
has offered no explanation whatever of the motives 
which have actuated the conduct of the United States 
in this transaction f a bill has been introduced into 
Congress for the establishment, government, and pro- 
tection, of the Territory of Mobile, and the fortress of 
that name has becn summoned without effect. 

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name 
and on the behalf of His Majesty, is still willing to 
hope that the American Government has not been 
urged to this step by ambitious motives, or by a desire 
of foreign conquest and territorial aggrandizement. It 
would be satisfactory, however, to be enabled to ascer- 
tain that no consideration connected with the present 
state of Spain has induced America to despoil that 
monarchy of a valuable foreign colony. 

The Government of the United States contends that 
the right to the possession of a certain part of West 
Florida will not be less open to discussion in the occu- | 
pation of America than under the Government of | 
Spain. 

But the Government of the United States, under 
this pretext, cannot expect to avoid the reproach which | 
must attend the ungenerous and unprovoked scizure of | 
a foreign colony, while the parent State is engaged in Í 
a noble contest for independence, against a most un- i 
justifiable and violent invasion of the rights both of the į 
monarch and people of Spain. 

While I wait, therefore, for an explanation from you, 
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sir, as to the motives which led to this unjust aggres- 
sion by the United States on the territories of Hig 
Majesty’s ally, I must consider it as my duty to lose 
no time in fulfilling the orders of His Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent, by which I am commanded, in the 
event of its appearing on my arrival in this city that 
the United States still persevere, by menaces and ac- 
tual demonstration, to claim the military occupation of 
West Florida, notwithstanding the remonstrances of 
His Majesty’s Chargé des Affaires, and the manifest in- 
justice of the act, to present to you the solemn protest 
of His Royal Highness in the name and on the behalf 
of His Majesty, against an attempt so contrary to every 
principle of public justice, faith, and national honor, 
and so injurious to the alliance subsisting between 
His Majesty and the Spanish nation. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 


The Hon. James MONROE, &c. 


Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
Devantuente or Stare, July 8, 1811. 

Sin: I have had the honor to reccive the note which 
you have presented by the order of His Royal High- 
ness, the Prince Regent, to protest, in behalf of the 
Regency of Spain, against the possession lately taken 
by the United States of certain parts of West Florida. 

Although the President cannot admit the right of 
Great Britain to interfere in any question relating to 
that province, he is willing to explain, in a friendly 
manner, the considerations which induced the United 
States to take the step against which you have been 
ordered to protest. ; 

It is to be inferred, from your view of the subject, 
that the British Government has been taught to believe 
that the United States seized a moment of national 
embarrassment to wrest from Spain a province to which 
they had no right, and that they were prompted to it 
by their interest alone, and a knowledge that Spain 
could not defend it. Nothing, however, is more re- 
mote from the fact than the presumption on which 
your Government appears to have acted. Examples 
of so unworthy a conduct are unfortunately too fre- 
quent in the history of nations; but the United States 
have not followed them. ‘The President had persuaded 
himself that the unequivocal proofs which the United 
States have given, in all their transactions with foreign 
Powers, and particularly with Spain, of an upright and 
liberal policy, would have shielded them from such un- 
merited a suspicion. He is satisfied that nothing is 
wanting but a correct knowledge of facts completely 
to dissipate it. 

I might bring to your view a long catalogue of in- 
juries which the United States have received from 
Spain since the conclusion of their Revolutionary war, 
any one of which would most probably have been con- 
sidered cause of war, and resented as such, by other 
Powers. I will mention two of these only; the spolia- 
tions that were committed on their commerce to a 
great amount in the last war, and the suppression of 
their deposite at New Orleans just before the com- 
mencement of the present war, in violation of a solemn 
treaty ; for neither of which injuries has any reparation 
or atonement been made. For injuries like those of 
the first class, it is known to you that Great Britain 
and France madeindemnity. The United States, how- 
ever, do not rely on these injuries for a justification of 
their conduct in this transaction, although their claims 
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to reparation for them are by no means relinquished, | 

and, it is to be presumed, will not always be neglected. 
When I inform you that the province of West Flori- : 
da to the Perdido was a part of Louisiana, while the | 
whole province formerly belonged to France; that, al- | 
though it was afterwards separated from the other part, | 
yet that both parts were again reunited in the hands | 

of Spain, and by her reconveyed to France, in which 
state the entire province of Louisiana was ceded to the | 
United States in 1803; that, in accepting the cession | 
and paying for the territory ceded, the United States | 
understood and believed that they paid for the country : 
as far as the Perdido, as part of Louisiana; and that, | 
on a conviction of their right, they included in their i 
laws provisions adapted to the cession in that extent, 
it cannot fail to be a cause of surprise to the Prince | 
Regent that they did not proceed to take possession of ; 
the territory in question as soon as the treaty was rati- | 
fied. There was nothing in the circumstances of Spain | 
at that time that could have forbidden the measure. | 
In denying the right of the United States to this terri- | 
tory, her Government invited negotiation on that, and | 
every other point, in contestation between the parties. 
The United States accepted the invitation in the hope 
that it would secure an adjustment and reparation for: 
every injury which had been received, and lead to the | 
restoration of perfect harmony between the two coun- | 
i 


tries : but in that hope they were disappointed. 


Since the year 1805, the period of the last negotia- | 
tion with Spain, the province of West Florida has re- 
mained in a situation altogether incompatible with the ; 
welfare of these States. The Government of Spain | 
has scarcely been felt there; in consequence of which : 
the affairs of that province had fallen into disorder. Of 
that circumstance, however, the United States took no 
advantage. It was not until the last year, when the 
inhabitants, perceiving that all authority over them 
had ceased, rose in a body with intention to take 
the country into their own hands, that the American 
Government interposed. It was impossible for the 
United States to behold, with indifference, a move- 
ment in which they were so deeply interested. The 
President would have incurred the censure of the na- 
tion, if he had suflered that province to be wrested 
from the United States, under a pretext of wresting it 
from Spain. In taking possession of it, in their name, 
and under their authority, except in the part which ! 
was occupied by the Spanish troops, who have not been 
disturbed, he defended the rights and secured the peace of | 
the nation, and even consulted the honor of Spain herself. ! 
By this event the United States have acquired no new 
title to West Florida. They Wanted none. In ad-! 
justing hereafter all the other points which remain to | 
be adjusted with Spain, and which it is proposed to! 
make the subject of amicable negotiation as soon as 
the Government of Spain shall be settled, her claim to į 
this territory may also be brought into view, and receive | 
all the attention which is due to it. 

Aware that this transaction might be misconceived 
and misrepresented, the President deemed it a proper : 
subject of instruction to the Ministers of the United 
States at foreign Courts, to place it in a true light be- 
fore them. Such an instruction was forwarded to Mr. 
Pinkney, their late Minister Plenipotentiary at Lon- 
don, who would have executed it, had not the termi- 
nation of his mission prevented it. The President 
cannot doubt that the frank and candid explana- į 
tion which I have now given, by his order, of the con- 
siderations which induecd the United States to take 


possession of this country will be perfectly satisfactory 
to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 
With great respect and consideration, &c. 
JAS. MONROE. 


Avucustus J. Foster, Esq, &e. 


Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 


Purtanenpera, September 5, 1811. 


Sim: The Chevalier De Onis, who has been ap- 
pointed Minister from His Catholic Majesty to the 
United States, has written to inform me that he un- 
derstands, by letters from the Governor of East Florida, 


‘ under date of the 14th ult., that Governor Matthews, of 


the State of Georgia, was at that time at Newtown, 
St. Mary’s, on the frontiers of Florida, for the purpose 
of treating with the inhabitants of that province for its 
being delivered up to the United States’ Government ; 
that he was, with this view, using every method of se- 
duction to effect his purpose, offering to each white 
inhabitant, who would side with him, fifty acres of 
land, and the guarantee of his religion and property; 
stipulating, also, that the American Government would 
pay the debts of the Spanish Government, whether due 


į in pensions or otherwise, and that he would cause the 


officers and soldiers of the garrisons to be conveyed to 


: such place as should be indicated, provided they did 


not rather choose to enter into the service of the Uni- 
ted States. 

M. De Onis has done me the honor to communicate 
to me a note, which he purposes transmitting to you, 
sir, in consequence of this detailed and most extraor- 


: dinary intelligence, and considering the intimate alli- 


ance subsisting between Spain and Great Britain, as 
well as the circumstances under which he is placed in 
this country, he has urgently requested that I would 
accompany his representation with a letter on my part 
in support of it. 

After the solemn asseverations, which you gave me, 
in the month of July, that no intentions hostile to the 
Spanish interests in Florida existed on the part of your 
Government, I am wholly unable to suppose that Gov- 
ernor Matthews can have had orders from the President 
for the conduct which he is stated to be pursuing; but 
the measures he is said to be taking in corresponding 
with traitors, and in endeavoring, by bribery and every 
art of seduction, to infuse a spirit of rebellion into the 
subjects of the King of Spain in those quarters, are 
such as to create the liveliest inquietude, and to calł 
for the most early interference on the part of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

The Government of the United Statcs are well aware 
of the decp interest which His Royal Highness, the 
Prince Regent, takes in the security of Florida, for any 
attempt to occupy the eastern part of which by the 
United States, not even the slightest pretext could be 
alleged, such as were brought forward in the endeavor 
to justify the aggression on West Florida. 

I conceive it, therefore, to be my duty, sir, in con- 
sideration of the alliance subsisting between Spain and 
Great Britain, and the interests of His Majesty’s sub- 
jects in the West India islands, so deeply involved in 
the security of East Florida, as well as in pursuance of 
the orders of my Government, in case of any attempt 
against that country, to lose no time in calling upon 
you for an explanation of the alarming steps which 
Governor Matthews is stated to be taking for subvert- 
ing the Spanish authority in that country, requesting 
to be informed by you upon what authority he can be 
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acting, and what measures have been taken to put a | 
stop to his proceeding 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER, 
Hon. Jamxes Moxror, &c. 


gs. 


Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 


Novemnen 2, 1811. 

Sin: Ihave had the honor to receive your letter of 
September 5th, and to submit it to the view of the 
President. 

The principles whieh have governed the United 
States in their measures relative to West Florida, have 
already been explained to you. With equal frankness, | 
I shall now communicate the part they have acted with 
respect to East Florida. 

In the letter which I had the honor to address to | 
you on the 8th of July, I stated the injuries which 
the United States had received from Spain, since their 
Revolutionary war, and particularly by spoliations on 
their commerce in the last war, toa great amount, and 
of the suppression of their right of deposite at New Or- 
leans, just before the commencement of the present 
war, for neither of which had reparation been made. 
A claim to indemnity for these injuries is altogether 
unconnected with the question relating to West Flori- 
da, which was acquired by cession from France in 1803. 

The Government of Spain has never denied the right 
of the United States to a just indemnity for spoliations 
on their commerce. In 1802, it explicitly admitted 
this right by entering into a convention, the object of 
which was to adjust the amount of the claim, with a 
view to indemnity. The subsequent injury, by the 
suppression of the deposite at New Orleans, produced 
an important change in the relations between the par- | 
ties, which has never been accommodated. The United 
States saw in that measure eminent cause of war, and 
that war did not immediately follow, cannot be con- 
sidered in any other light than as a proof of their mod- 
eration and pacific policy. The Executive could not 
believe that the Government of Spain would refuse to 
the United States the justice due to these accumulated 
injuries, when the subject should be brought solemnly 
before it, by a special mission. It is known that an 
Envoy Extraordinary was sent to Madrid, in 1805, on 
this subject, and that the mission did not accomplish 
the object intended by it. 

It is proper to observe that, in the negotiation with 
Spain, in 1805, the injuries complained of by the Uni- 
ted States of the first class, were again substantially 
admitted to a certain extent, as was that also occa- 
sioned by the suppression of the deposite at New Or- 
leans, although the Spanish Government, by disclaim- 
ing the act, and imputing it to the Intendant, sought 
to avoid the responsibility due from it; that, to make 
indemnity to the United States for injuries of every 
kind a cession of the whole territory claimed by Spain 
eastward of the Mississippi was made the subject of } 
negotiation, and that the amount of the sum demanded 
for it was the sole cause that a treaty was not then 
formed, and the territory ceded. 

The United States have considered the Government 
of Spain indebted to them a greater sum for the inju- 
ries above stated, than the province of East Florida 
can, by any fair standard between the parties, be esti- 
mated at. They have looked to this province for their | 
indemnity, and, with the greater reason, because the 
‘Government of Spain itself has countenanced it. That 
they have suffered their just claims to remain so long | 


! ought long since to have been redressed. 


unsatisfied, is a new and strong proof of the modera- 
tion, as it is of their respect for the disordered condi- 
tion of that Power. There is, however, a period be- 
yond which those claims ought not to be neglected. It 
would be highly improper for the United States, in 
their respect for Spain, to forget what they owe to 
their own character, and to the rights of their injured 
citizens. 

Under these circumstances, it would be equally un- 
just and dishonorable in the United States to suffer 
East Florida to pass into the possession of any other 
Power. Unjust, because they would thereby lose the 
only indemnity within their reach, for injuries which 
Dishonor- 
able, because, in permitting another Power to wrest 
from them that indemnity, their inactivity and acqui- 
escence could only be imputed to unworthy motives. 
Situated as East Florida is, cut off from the other pos- 
sessions of Spain, and surrounded in a great measure 
by the territory of the United States, and having also 
an important bearing on their commerce, no other 
Power could think of taking possession of it, with other 
than hostile views to them. Nor could any other 
Power take possession of it without endangering their 
prosperity and best interests. 


The United States have not been ignorant or inat- 
tentive to what has been agitated in Europe, at differ- 
ent periods, since the commencement of the present 
war, in regard to the Spanish provinces in this hemis- 
phere; nor have they been unmindful of the conse- 
quences into which the disorders of Spain misht lead, 
in regard to the provinces in question, without due 
care to prevent it. They have been persuaded that 
remissness, on their part, might invite the danger, if 
it had not already done it, which it is so much their 
interest and desire to prevent. Deeply impressed with 
these considerations, and anxious, while they acquitted 
themselves to the just claims of their constituents, to 
preserve friendship with other Powers, the subject was 
brought before the Congress at its last session, when 
an act was passed authorizing the Executive to accept 
possession of East Florida from the local authorities, 
or to take it against the attempt of a foreign Power to 
occupy it, holding it in either case subject to future 
and friendly negotiation. This act, therefore, evinces 
the just and amicable views by which the United States 
have been governed towards Spain, in the measure au- 
thorized by it. Our Ministers at London and Paris 
were immediately apprized of the act, and instructed 
to communicate the purport of it to both Governments, 
and to explain, at the same time, in the most friendly 
manner, the motives which led to it. The President 
could not doubt that such an explanation would give 
all the satisfaction that was intended by it. By a late 
letter from the American Chargé d’Affaires at Lon- 
don, I observe that this explanation was made to your 
Government in the month of last. ‘That it was 
not sooner made was owing to the departure of the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States before 
the instruction was received. 

Iam persuaded, sir, that you will see, in this view 
of the subject, very strong proof of the just and amica- 
ble disposition of the United States towards Spain, of 
which I treated in the conference to which you have 
alluded. The same disposition still exists, but it must 
be understood that it cannot be indulged longer than 
may comport with the safety as well as with the rights 
and honor of the nation. I have the honor to be, é&c. 


JAS. MONROE. 
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The order of the day being called for. the 
Speaker observed, that the gentleman from 
Virginia on the right of the Chatr was entitled to 
the floor. 


Mr. Ranvowpn said that if any other gentleman | 


had any observations to make on the question, he 
would feel obliged to him if he would offer them 
then; as he was much exhausted by the fatigues 
of the morning, and would be glad of a little time 
to recruit his wasted strength and spirits. 

After a considerable pause—no gentleman hav- 
ing manifested a disposition to speak, 

Mr. Ranpbotru rose. He expressed his sense 
of the motive which had induced the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. Grundy) to move the ad- 
journment, yesterday, and of the politeness of the 
House in granting it; at the same time declaring 
that in point of fact he had little cause to be thank. 
ful for the favor, well intended as he knew it to 
have been—since he felt himself even less capa- 
ble of proceeding with his argument, than he had 
been on the preceding day. , 

It was a question, as it had been presented to 
the House, of peace or war. In that light it had 
been argued; in no other light could he consider 
it, after the declarations made by members of the 
Committee of Foreign Relations. Without in- 
tending any disrespect to the Chair. he must be 
permitted to say, thatif the decision yesterday 
was correct, ‘That it was not in order to ad- 
vance any arguments against the resolution. drawn 
from topics Lefore other committees of the House,” 
the whole debate, nay, the report itself on which 
they were acting, was disorderly ; since the in- 
crease of the military force was a subject at that 
time in agitation by the select committee raised 
on that branch of the President’s Message. But 
it was impossible that the discussion of a question 
broad as the wide ocean of our foreign concerns— 
involving every consideration of interest, of right, 
of happiness and of safety at home—touching, in 
every point, all that was dear to freemen, ‘ their 
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor !?— 
could be tied down by the narrow rules of tech- 
nical routine. The Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions had indeed decided that the subject of arm- 
ing the militia (which he had pressed upon them 
as indispensable to the public security) did not 
come within the scope of their authority. On 
what ground, he had been and still was unable to 
see, they had felt themselves authorized (when 
that subject was before another committee) to 
Tecommend the raising of standing armies, with 
a view (as had been declared) of immediate 
war—a war not of defence, but of conquest, of 
aggrandizement, of ambition; a war foreign to the 
interest of this country, to the interests of hu- 
Mmanity itself, 

He knew not how gentlemen, calling them- 
selves Republicans, could advocate such a war. 
What was their doctrine in 1798-9, when the 
command of the army—that highest of all pos- 
sible trusts in any Government, be the form what 
it may—was reposed in the bosom of the Father 
of his Country, the sanctuary of a nation’s love, 


other worthies of the Revolution—Hamilton, 


j Pinckney, and the younger Washington—men of 


tried patriotism, of approved conduct and valor, 
of untarnished honor, held subordinate command 
under him! Republicans were then unwilling 
to trust a standing army, even to his hands who ~ 
had given proof that he was above all human . 
temptation. Where now is the Revolutionary 


| hero to whom you are about to confide this sa- 


cred trust? To whom will youconfide the charge 
of leading the Hower of our youth to the Heights 
of Abraham? Will you find him in the person of 
an acquitted felon? What! then you were un- 
willing to vote an army where such men as had 
been named held high command! when Wasa- 
INGTON himself was at the head—did you then 
show such reluctance, feel such scruples; and are 
you now nothing loth, fearless of every conse- 
quence? Will you say that your provocations 
were less then than now? When your direct 
commerce was interdicted—your Ambassadors 
hooted with derision from the French Court— 
tribute demanded—actual war waged upon you! 

Those who opposed the army then, were in- 
deed denounced as the partisans of France; as 
the same men—some of them at least—are now 
held up as the advocates of England; those firm 
and undeviating Republicans, who then dared, 
and now dare, to cling to the ark of the Consti- 
tution, to defend it even at the expense of their 
fame, rather than surrender themselves to the 
wild projects of mad ambition! There was a fa- 
tality attending plenitude of power. Soon or late, 
some mania seizes upon its possessors—they fall 
from the dizzy height through the giddiness of 
their own heads. Like a vast estate, heaped up 
by the labor and industry of one man, which sel- 
dom survives the third generation—power, gained 
by patient assiduity, by a faithful and regular dis- 
charge of its attendant duties, soon gets above its 
own origin. Intoxicated with their own great- 
ness the Federal party fell. Will not the same 
causes produce the same effects now, as then? 
Sir, you may raise this army, you may build up 
this vast structure of patronage, this mighty ap- 
paratus of favoritism; but—*lay not the flatter- 
ing unction to your souls”—you will never live 
to enjoy the succession. You sign your political 
death warrant. 

Mr. R. here adverted to the provocation to 
hostilities from shutting up the Mississippi by 
Spain in 1803—but more fully to the conduct 
of the House in 1805-6, under the strongest of 
all imaginable provocatives to war; the actual in- 
vasion of our country. He read various passages 
from the President’s public Message of December 
3, 1805. 


“Our coasts have been infested and our harbors 
watched by private armed vessels; some of them with- 
out commissions, some with illegal commissions, others 
with those of legal form, but committing acts beyond 
the authority of their commissions.” [These Mr R. 
stated to have been Spanish and French corsairs, fitted 
out chiefly in the western ports of Cuba—the English 
cruisers complaincd of in the same Message, having 


for adjudication.} “They have captured in the very 
entrance of our harbors, as well as on the high seas, 
not only the vessels of our friends coming to trade with 
us, but our own also. ‘They have carried them off 


under pretence of legal adjudication, but not daring | 


to approach a court of justice, they have plundered and 
sunk them by the way, or in obscure places, where 
no evidence could arise against them; maltreated the 
crews, and abandoned them in the open sea, or on de- 
sert shores, without food or covering.” 


“With Spain our negotiations for a settlement of | 


differences have not had a satisfactory issue. Spolia- 
tions during the former war, for which she had form- 
ally acknowledged herself responsible, have been re- 


fused to be compensated but on conditions affecting : 


other claims,” [those for French spoliations carried 
into Spanish ports,] “in no wise connected with 
them. Yet the same practices are renewed in the 
present war, and are already of great amount. On 
the Mobile, our commerce passing through that river, 
continues to be obstructed by arbitrary duties, and 
vexatious searches. 


ceded to. While, however, the right is unsettled, we 
have avoided changing the state of things, by taking 
new posts or strengthening ourselves in the disputed 
territories, in the hope that the other Power would 
not, by a contrary conduct, oblige us to meet their ex- 
ample, and endanger conflicts of authority, the issue 
of which may not be casily controlled. But in this 
hope we have now reason to lessen our confidence. 
Inroads have been recently made into the Territories 
of Orleans and the Mississippi.” [Bourbon county, 
part of the State of Georgia, of the good old thirteen 
States!] “Our citizens have been seized, and their 
property plundered, in the very ports of the former 
which had been actually delivered up by Spain, and 
this by the regular officers and soldiers of that Gov- 
ernment. I have, therefore, found it necessary to 
give orders to our troops on that frontier, to be in 
readiness to protect our citizens, and repel by arms 
any similar aggressions in future.” 


Mr. R. said, that,on the 6th of December, 
(three days afterwards) a secret Message was 
received from the President, which was referred 
to a committee of which it was his fate to be 
Chairman, Its complexion might be gathered 
from the report upon it, for the Message itself is 
not inserted in the secret Journal, since ordered 
to be printed. He read the report: 


“The committee have beheld, with just indignation, 
the hostile spirit manifested by the Court of Madrid 
towards the Government of the United States, in with- 
holding the ratification of its convention with us, al- 
though signed by its own Minister, under the eye of 
his Sovereign, unless with alterations of its terms, af- 
fecting claims of the United States, which, by the ex- 
press conditions of the instrument itself, were reserved 
for future discussion ; in piratical dcpredations upon 
our fair commerce; in obstructing the navigation of 
the Mobile ; in refusing to come to any fair and ami- 
cable adjustment of the boundaries of Louisiana; and 
in a daring violation, by persons acting under the au- 
thority of Spain, and, no doubt, apprized of her senti- 
ments and views of our undisputed limits, which she 
had solemnly recognised by her treaty. 

“To a Government having interests distinct from 


Propositions for adjusting ami- ; 
cably the boundaries of Louisiana havc not been ac- , 
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‘here is ample cause for a formal declaration of war, on 
' the part of the United States, and such, did they obey 
the impulse of their feeling alone, is the course which 
the committee would not hesitate to recommend: but 
to a Government identitied with the citizens, too far 
removed from the powerful nations of the earth for its 
safety to be endangered by thcir hostility, peace must 
always be desirable, so long as it is compatible with 
, the honor and interest of the community. 

: © Whilst the United States continue burdened with 
a debt which annually absorbs two-thirds of their rev- 
‘enue, and duties upon imports constitute the only re- 
source from which that revenue can be raised, without 
resorting to systems of taxation not more ruinous and 
oppressive than they are uncertain and precarious, the 
` best interests of the Union ery aloud for peace. When 
that debt shall have been discharged, and the resources 
of the nation thereby liberated, then may we rationally 
expect to raise, even in time of war, the supplies which 
our frugal institutions require, without recurring to 
the hateful, destructive expedient of loans: then, and 
not till then, may we bid defiance to the world. The 
present moment is peculiarly auspicious for this great 
: and desirable work. Now, if ever, the national debt 
is to be paid by such financial arrangements as will 
accelerate its extinction, by reaping the rich harvest of 
neutrality, and thus providing for that diminution of 
revenue which experience teaches us to expect on the 
general pacification of Europe. And the committee 
indulge a hope, that, in the changed aspect of affairs 
in that quarter, Spain will find motives for a just fulfil- 
ment of her stipulations with us, and an amicable set- 
tlement of limits, upon terms not more beneficial to the 
United States than advantageous to herself, securing 
to her an ample harrier on the side of Mexico, and to 
us the countries watered by the Mississippi, and to 
the eastward of it. But, whilst the committee perceive, 
in the general uproar of Europe, a state of things pe- 
culiarly favorable to the peaceable pursuit of our best 
interests, they are neither insensible to the indignity 
which has been offered on the part of Spain, nor un- 
willing to repel similar outrage. On the subject of 
self defence, when the Territory of the United States 
j is insulted, there can be but one opinion, whatever 
differences may exist on the question, whether thet 
protection which a vessel finds in our harbors, shall 
be extended to her, by the nation, in the Indian or 
Chinese seas. Under this impression the committee 
submit the following resolution; the annexed letter 
from the Secretary of War will explain why it is not 
more explicit. 


“ Resolved, That such number of troops (not exceed- 
ing ) as the President of the United States shall 
; deem sufficient to protect the Southern frontier of the 
i United States, from Spanish inroads and insult, and 
; to chastise the same, be immediately raised.” 

Mr. R. said, that the peculiar situation of the 
| frontier, at that time insulted, had alone induced 
| the committee to recommend the raising of reg- 
¡ular troops. It was too remote from the pop- 
i ulation of the country for the militia to act, in 
į repelling and chastising Spanish incursion. New 
‘Orleans and its dependencies were separated by 
a vast extent of wilderness from the settlements 
of the oid United States; filled with a disloyal 
‘and turbulent people, alien to our institutions. 
| language, and manners. and disaffected towards 
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our Government. Little reliance could be placed | 
upon thern, and it was plain, that if “it was the | 
intention of Spain to advance on our possessions | 


try required that force should be interposed,” 
nothing remained bat forthe Legislature to grant 
the only practicable means, or to shrink from the 
most sacred of all its duties—to abandon the soil 
and its inhabitants to the tender mercy of hostile 
invaders, 

Yet this report, moderate as it was, had been 
deemed of too strong a character by the House. 
It was rejected: and, at the motion of a gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. BroweLi,)—who had 
since taken a great fancy also to Canada, and 
marched off thither, in advance of the Commit- 
tee of Foreign Relations—* $2,000,000 were ap- 
propriated toward,” (not in full of) “any extra- 
‘ordinary expense which might be incurred in 
‘the intercourse between the United States and 
‘ foreign nations:” in other words, to buy off. at 
Paris, Spanish aggressions at home. 

Was this fact given in evidence of our impar- 
tiality towards the belligerents ?—that to the in- 
sults and injuries and actual invasion of one of 
them we opposed not bullets, but dollars; that to 
Spanish invasion we opposed money, whilst for 
British aggression on the high seas we had arms; 
offensive war? But Spain was then shielded, as 
well as instigated, by a greater Power. Hence 
our respect for her. Had we at that time acted 
as we ought to have done in defence of rights, of 
the natale solum itself, we should (he felt confi- 
dent) have avoided that series of insult, disgrace, 
and injury, which had been poured out upon us 
in long unbroken succession. We would not 
then raise a small regular force for a country 
where the militia could not act, to defend our 
own Territory; now, we are willing to levy aj 
great army, for great it must be, to accomplish 
the proposed object, for a war of conquest and 
ambition—and this, too, at the very entrance of 
the “ Northern Hive,” of the strongest part of the 
Union. 

An insinuation had fallen from the gentleman | 
from Tennessee, (Mr. GRUNDY.) that the late 
massacre of our brethren on the Wabash had been 
instigated by the British Government. Has the | 
President given any such information? has the | 
gentleman received any such, even informally, | 
from any officer of this Government? Is it so 
believed by the Administration? He had cause | 
to think the contrary to be the fact; that such j 
was not their opinion. This insinuation was of | 
the grossest kind—a presumption the most rash, 
the most unjustifiable. Show but good ground | 
for it, he would give up the question at the thres- | 
hold—he was ready to march to Canada. It was 
indeed well calculated to excite the feelings of 
the Western people particularly, who weze not 
quite so tenderly attached to our red brethren as 
some modern philosophers; but it was destitute 


of any foundation, beyond mere surmise and sus- 
picion. What would be thought, if, without any 
proof whatsoever, a member should rise in his 
place and tell us, that the massacre in Savannah, 
a massacre perpetrated by civilized savages, with 
French commissions in their pockets, was excited 
by the French Government? There was an easy 


j and natural sulution of the late transaction on the 


Wabash, in the well known character of the ab- 
original savage of North America, without resort- 
ing to any such mere conjectural estimate. He 
was sorry to say that for this signal calamity and 
disgrace the House was, in part, at least, answer- 
able. Session after session, their table had been 
piled up with Indian treaties, for which the ap- 
propriations had been voted as a matter of course, 
withoutexamination. Advantage had been taken 
of the spirit of the Indians, broken by the war 
which ended in the Treaty of Greenville. Under 
the ascendency then acquired over them. they 
had been pent up by subsequent treaties into 
nooks, straightened in their quarters by a blind 
cupidity, seeking to extinguish their title to im- 
mense wildernesses, for which, (possessing, as we 
do already, more land than we can sell or use) 
we shall not have occasion. for half a century to 
come. kt was our own thirst for territory, our 
own want of moderation, that had driven these 
sons of nature to desperation, of which we felt the 
effects. 

Mr. R., alihough not personally acquainted 
with the late Colonel Daviess, felt, he was per- 
suaded. as deep and serious regret for his Joss 
as the gentleman from Tennessee himself. He 
knew him only through the representation of 
a friend of the deceased (Mr. Rowan) sometime 
a member of that House ; a man, who, for native 
force of intellect, manliness of character, and high 
sense of honor, was not inferior to any that had 
ever sat there. With him he sympathized in the 
severest calamity that could befall a man of his 
cast of character. Would to God they were 
both then on the floor! From his personal knowl- 
edge of the one, he felt confident that he would 
bave his support—and he believed (judging of 
him from the representation of their common 
friend) of the other also. N 

He could but smile at the liberality of the gen- 
tleman, in giving Canada to New York, in order to 
strengthen the Northern balance of power, while 
at the same time he forwarned her that the West- 
ern scale must preponderate. Mr. R. said he 
could almost fancy that he saw the Capitol in 
motion towards the falls of Ohio—after a short 
sojourn taking its flight to the Mississippi, and 
finally alighting on Darien; which, when the 
gentleman’s dreams are realized, will be a most 
eligible seat of Government for the new Republic 
(or Empire) of the two Americas! Butitseemed 
that “in 1508 we talked and acted foolishly,” and 
to give some color of consistency to that folly, 
we must now commita greater. Really he could 
not conceive of a weaker reason offered in sup- 
port of a present measure, than the justification 
of a former folly. He hoped we should act a 
Wiser part—take warning by our follies. since we 
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had become sensibie of them, aud resolve to talk 
and act foolishly no more. It was indeed high 
time to give over such preposterous language and 
proceedings. 

This war of conquest, a war for the acquisition 


of territory and subjects, is to be a new commen- | 


tary on the doctrine that Republics are destitute 
of ambition—that they are addicted to peace, 
wedded to the happiness and safety of the great 
body of their people. But it seems this is to bea 
holiday campaign—there is to be no expense of 
blood, or treasure, on our part—Canada is to con- 
quer herself—she is to be subdued by the princi- 
ples of fraternity. The people of that country 
are first to be seduced froin their allegiance, and 
converted into traitors, as preparatory to the mak- 
ing them good citizens. Although he must ac- 
knowledge that some of our flaming patriots were 
thus manufactured, he did not think the process 
would hold good with a whole community. It 
was a dangerous experiment. We were to suc- 
ceed in the French mode by the system of frater- 
nization—all is French! but how dreadfully it 
might be retorted on the Southern and Western 
slaveholding States. He detested this suborna- 
tion of treason. No—if be must have them, let 
them fall by the valor of our arms, by fair, legiti- 
mate conquest; not become the victims of treach- 
erous seduction. 

He was not surprised at the war spirit which 
was manifesting itself in gentlemen from the 
South. In the year 1805-6, in a struggle for the 
carrying trade of belligerent colonial produce, this 
country had been most unwisely brought into col- 
lision with the great Powers of Europe. Bya 
series of most impolitic and ruinous measures, ut- 
terly incomprehensible to every rational, sober- 

‘minded man, the Southern pianters, by their own 
votes, had succeeded in knocking down the price 
of cotton to seven cents, and of tobacco (a few 

, choice crops excepted) to nothing—and in raising 
' , the price of blankets, (of which a few would not 
be amiss ina Canadian campaign,) coarse wool- 

‘Hens, and every article of first necessity, three or 

~ -four hundred per cent. And now that, by our own 
acts, we have brought ourselves into this unpre- 
cedented condition, we must get out of it in any 
^ way, but by an acknowledgement of our own 
“want uf wisdom and forecast. But is war the 
` true remedy? Who wiil profit by it? Specula- 
tors—a few lucky merchants, who draw prizes 
; ia the lottery—commissaries and contractors. 
. Who must suffer by it? The people. It is their 
blood, their taxes, that must flow to support it. 
“But gentlemen avowed that they would not go 
to war for the carrying trade—that is, for any 
other but the direct export and import trade—that 
which carries our native products abroad, and 
brings back the return cargo; and yet they stickle 
for our commercial rights, and will go to war for 
them! He wished to know, in point of principle, 
what difference gentlemen could point out be- 
tween the abandonment of this or of that mari- 
time right? Do.gentlemen assume the lofty port 
and. tone of chivalrous redressors of maritime 
wrongs, and declare their readiness to surrender 


| every other maritime right, provided they may 
' remain unmolested in the exercise of the humble 
| privilege of carrying their own produce abroad, 
jand bringing backa return cargo? Do you make 
| this declaration to the enemy atthe outset? Do 
you state the minimum with which you will be 
contented, and putit in ‘her power to close with 
your proposals at her option; give her the basis 
of a treaty ruinous and disgraceful beyond exam- 
ple and expression? and this too after having 
turned up your noses in disdain at the treaties of 
Mr. Jay and Mr. Monroe! Will you say to Eng- 
land, “end the war when you please, give us the 
direct trade in our own produce, we are content ?” 
Bui what will the merchants of Salem, and Bos- 
j ton, and New York, and Philadelphia, and Balti- 
more, the men of Marblehead and Cape Cod, say 
to this? Will they join in a war professing to have 
for its object what they would consider (and justly 
too) as the sacrifice of their maritime rights, yet 
affecting to be a war for the protection of com- 
merce ? 


He was gratified to find gentlemen acknowledg- 
ing the demoralizing and destructive consequen- 
ces of the non-importation law—confessing the 
truth of all that its opponents foretold when it was 
enacted. And will you plunge yourselves in war, 
because you have passed a foolish and ruinous 
jaw, and are ashamed to repeal it? “But our 
good friend the French Emperor stands in the 
way of its repeal,” and as we cannot go too far 
in making sacrifices to him, whe has given such 
demonstraiion of his love for the Americans, we 
must, in point of fact, become parties to his war. 
* Who can be so cruel as to refuse him this favor?” 


such a connexion. He called upon the House to 
| reflect whether they were not about to abandon 
all reclamation for the unparalleled outrages, “ ia- 
sulis and injuries” of the French Government, 


ter they should have made a tender oftheir per- 
son to this great deflowerer of the virginity of 


not say wWise-acre) measures, so increased the 
trade and wealth of Montreal and Quebec, that 
at last we began to cast a wistful eye at Canada. 
Having done so much towards its improvement 
by the exercise of “ our restrictive energies,” we 
began to think the laborer worthy of his hire, and 
| to put in claim for our portion. Suppose it ours, 
are we any nearer to our point? As his Minis- 
ter said to the King of Epirus, “may we not as 
well take our bottle of wine before as after this 
exploit?” Go! march to Canada! leave the 
broad bosom of the Chesapeake and her hundred 
tributary rivers—the whole line of seacoast from 
| Machias to St. Mary’s, unprotected! You have 
‘taken Quebec—have you conquered England? 
i Will you seek for the deep foundations of her 
power in the frozen deserts of Labrador ? 
i “ Her march is on the mountain wave, 
Her home is on the deep !” 
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His imagination shrunk from the miseries of‘ 


to give up our claim for plundered millions; and. 
asked what reparation or atonement they could 
expect to obtain in hours of future dalliance, af- 


republics. We had by our own wise (he would: 
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Will you call upon her to leave your ports and 
harbors untouched, only just till you ean return 
from Canada, to defend them? The coast is to 
be left defenceless, whilst men of the interior are 
revelling in conquest and spoil. But grant for a 
moment, for mere argument’s sake, that in Can- 
ada youtouched the sinews of her strength, instead 


of removing a clog upon her resources—an en- 


cumbrance, but one, which, trom a spirit of hon- 
or, she will vigorously defend. In what situation 
would you then place some of the best men of the 
nation? As Chatham and Burke, and the whole 


band of her patriots, prayed for her defeat in 1776, j 


so must some of the truest friends to their 
country deprecate the success of our arms against 
the only Power that holds in check the arch- 


- enemy of mankind. 


Mr. R. declared, that the committee had out- 
strippedihe Executive. In designating the Power 
against whom this force was to be employed—as 
had most unadvisably been done in the preamble 
or manifesto with which the resolutions were 
prefaced—they had not consulted the views of 
the Executive; that designation was equivalent 
to an abandonment ofall our claims onthe French 
Government. No sooner was the report laid oa 
the table, than the vultures were flocking round 
their prey, the carcass of a great Military Estab- 
lishment—men of trained reputation, of broken 
fortunes (if they ever had any) and of battered 
constitutions, “ choice spirits, tired of the dull pur- 
suits of civil life,” were seeking after agencies and 
commissions; willing to doze in gross stupidity 
over the public fire; to light the public candle at 
bothends. Honorable men, undoubtedly there were 
ready to serve their country, but what man of 
spirit, or of self-respect; would accept a commis- 
sion in the present Army ? 

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Grunpy) 
had addressed himself, yesterday, exclusively to 
the “ Republicans of this House.” Mr. R. knew 
not whether he might consider himself as entitled 
to any part of the benefit of the honorable gentle- 
man’s discourse. It belonged not, however, to 
that gentleman to decide. {f we must have an 
exposition of the doctrines of Republicanism, he 
should receive it from the fathers of the church, 
and not from the junior apprentices of the law. 
He should appeal to his worthy friends from Car- 
olina, (Messrs. Macon and Stanrorp,) “ men 
with whom he had measured his strength,” by 
whose side he had fought during the reign of ter- 
ror, for it was indeed an hour of corruption, of 
oppression, of pollution. It was not at all to his 
taste, that sort of Republicanism which was sup- 
ported on this side of the Atlantic by the father 
of the sedition law, John Adams, and by Peter 
Porcupine on the other. Republicanism! of John 
Adams! and William Cobbett! Par nobile fra- 
trum, now united as in 1798, whom the cruel walls 


` of Newgate alone keep from flying to each other’s 


embrace—-but whom, in sentiment, it is impos- 
sible to divide! Gallant crusaders in the holy 
cause of Republicanism! Such “Republicanism 
does indeed mean anything or nothing.” 
Our people will not submit to be taxed for this 
12th Con. 1st Sess.—15 
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war of conquest and dominion. The Govern- 
ment of the United States was not calculated to 


| wage offensive foreign war—it was instituted for 


the common defence and general welfare; and 


| whosoever should embark it in a war of offence, 


would put it to a test which it was by no 
means calculated to endure. Make it out that 
Great Britain had instigated the Indians on the 
late occasion, and he was ready for battle; but 
not for dominion. He was unwilling, however, 
under present circumstances, to take Canada, at 
the risk of the Constitution—to embark in a com- 
mon cause with France and be dragged at the 
wheels of the car of some Burr or Bonaparte. 
For a gentleman from Tennessee or Gennes- 
see, or Lake Champlain, there may be some 
prospect of advantage. Their hemp would bear 
a great price by the exclusion of foreign supply. 
In that too the great importers were deeply inter- 
ested. The upper country on the Hudson and 
the Lakes would be enriched by the supplies for 
the troops, which they alone could furnish. They 
would have the exclusive market: to say noth- 
ing of the increased preponderance from the ac- 
quisition of Canada and that section of the Union, 
which the Southern and Western States had al- 
ready felt so severely in the apportionment bill. 
Mr. R. adverted to the defenceless state of our 
seaports, and particularly of the Chesapeake. A 
single spot only, on both shores, might be consid- 
ered in tolerable security—from the nature of the 
port and the strength of the population—and that 
spot unbappily governed the whole State of Mary- 
land. His friend, the late Governor of Maryland, 
(Mr. Luoyp} at the very time he was bringing 
his warlike resolutions before the Legislature of 
the State, was liable, on any night, to be taken 
out of his bed and carried off with his family, by 
the most contemptible picaroon. Such was the 
situation of many afamily in Maryland and lower 
Virginia. a 
Mr. R. dwelt on the danger arising from the 
black population. He said he would touch this 
subject as tenderly as possible—it was with re- 
luctance that he touched it at all—but in cases of 
great emergency, the State physician must not 
be deterred by a sickly, hysterical humanity, 
from probing the wound of his patient—he must 
not be withheld by a fastidious and mistaken 
humanity from representing his true situation to 
his friends, or even to the sick man himself, where 
the occasion called for it. What was the situa- 
tion of the staveholding States? During the 
war of the Revolution, so fixed were their habits 
of subordination, that when the whole Southern 
country was overrun by the enemy, who invited 
them to desert, no fear was ever entertained of 
an insurrection of the slaves. During the war of 
seven years, with our country in possession of the 
enemy, no such danger was ever apprehended. 
But should we theretore be unobservant specta- 
tors of the progress of society within the last 
twenty years—of the silent but powerful change 
wrought by time and chance, upon its composi- 
tion and temper? When the fountains of the 
great deep of abomination were broken up, even 


uge. 
nent, Nay, there had not been wanting men in 
that House, witness their Legislative Legendre, | 
the butcher who once held a seat there, to preach | 
upon that floor these imprescriptible rights to a 
crowded audience of blacks in the galleries— 
teaching them that they are equal to their mas- | 
ters; in other words, advising them to cut their | 
throats. Similar doctrines were disseminated | 
by pedlers from New England and elsewhere, 
throughout the Southern country—and masters 
had been found so infatuated, as by their lives 
and conversation, by a general contempt of order, 
morality, and religion, unthinkingly to cherish 
these seeds of self-destruction to them and their 
families What was the consequence? Within 
the last ten years, repeated alarms of insurrection 
among the slaves—some of them aw/ful indeed. 
From the spreading of this infernal doctrine, the 
whole Southern country had been thrown into a 
state of insecurity. Men dead to the operation 
of moral causes, had taken away from the poor 
slave his habits of loyalty and obedience to his 
master, which lightened his servitude by adouble 
operation; beguiling his own cares and disarm- 
ing his master’s suspicions and severity ; and now, 
like true empirics in politics, you are called upon 
to trust to the mere physical strength of the fetter 
which hoidshim in bondage. You have deprived 
him of all moral restraint, you have tempted : 
him to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge, 
just enough to perfect him in wickedness; you 
have opened his eyes to his nakedness; you have 
armed his nature against the hand that has fed, 
that has clothed him, that has cherished him in 
sickness; that hand, which before he became a! 
pupil of your school, he had been accustomed to 
press with respectful affection. You have done 
all this—and then show him the gibbet and the 
wheel, as incentives to a sullen, repugnant obe-'| 
dience. God forbid, sir, that the Southern States 
should ever see an enemy on their shores. with 
these infernal principles of French fraternity in | 
the van! While talking of taking Canada, some | 
of us were shuddering for our own safety at home. | 
He spoke from facts, when he said that the night- 

bell never tolled for fire in Richmond that the 

mother did not hug her infant more closely to her | 
bosom. He had been a witness of some of the: 
alarms in the capital of Virginia. 

How had we shown our sympathy with the 
patriots of Spain, or with her American provinces? 
By seizing on one of them, her claim to which | 
we had formerly respected, as soon as the parent 
country wasembroiled at home. Was it thus we 
yielded them assistance against the arch-fiend who 
is grasping at the sceptre of the civilized world. 
The object of France is as much Spanish Amer- 
ica as Old Spain herself. Much as he hated a 
standing army hecould almost find it in his heart 
to vote one, could it be sent to the assistance of | 
the Spanish patriots. 

Mr. R. then proceeded to notice the unjust and 
illiberal imputation of British attachments. against | 
certain characters in this country, sometimes in- | 


were in the councils of the nation, or fighting 
the battles of your country. And by whom were 
they made? By runaways, chiefly from the 
British dominions, since the breaking out of the 
French troubles. He indignantly said—it is in- 
sufferable. It cannot be borne. It must, and 
ought, with severity, be put down in this House, 
and, out of it, to meet the lie direct. We have no 
fellow feeling for the suffering and oppressed 
Spaniards! Yet even them we do not reprobate, 
Strange! that we should have no objection to any 
people or Government, civilized or savage, in the 
whole world. The great Autocrat of all the 
Russias receives the homage of our high consid- 
eration. The Dey of Algiers and his Divan of 
Pirates are very civil, good sort of people, with 
whom we find no difficulty in maintaining the 
relations of peace and amity—‘ Turks, Jews, and 
Infidels >? Mellimelli, or the Little Turtle; Bar- 
barians and savages of every clime and color, 
are welcome to our arms. With chiefs of ban- 
ditti, negro or mulatto, we can treat and can trade. 
Name, however, but England, and all our anti- 
pathies are up in arms against her. Against 
whom? Against those whose blood runs in our 
veins; in common with whom we claim Shaks- 
peare, and Newton, and Chatham, for our coun- 
trymen; whose form of government is the freest 
on earth, our own only excepted; from whom 
every valuable principle of our own institutions 
has been borrowed—representation, jury trial, 
voting the supplies, writ of habeas corpus—our 
whole civil and criminal jurisprudence—against 
our fellow Protestants identified in blood, in lan- 
guage,in religion with ourselves. In whatschool 
did the worthies of our land, the Washingtons, 
Henrys, Hancocks, Franklins, Rutledges of Amer- 
ica learn those principles of civil liberty which 
were so nobly asserted by their wisdom and valor? 
And American resistance to British usurpation 
had not been more warmly cherished by these great 
men and their compatriots; not more by Wash- 
ington, Hancock, and Henry, than by Chatham 
and his illustrious associates in the British Par- 
liament. [tought to be remembered, too, that the 
heart of the English people was with us. It was 
a selfish and corrupt Ministry, and their servile 
tools, to whom we were not more opposed than 
they were. He trusted that none such might 
ever exist among us—for tools will never be 
wanting to subserve the purposes, however ruin- 
ous or wicked, of Kings and Ministers of State. 
He acknowledged the influence of a Shaks- 
peare and Milton upon hisimagination, of a Locke 
upon his understanding, of a Sidney upon his 
political principles, of a Chatham upon qualities 
which, would to God! be possessed in common 
with that illustrious man—of a Tillotson, a Sher- 
lock, and a Porteus, upon his religion. This was 
a British influence which he could never shake 
off. He allowed much to the just and honest 
prejudices growing out of the Revolution. But 
by whom had they been suppressed when they 
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ran counter to the interests of his country ? By 
Washington. 
them, are they most keenly felt? By felons es- 
eaped from the jails of Paris, Newgate, and Kil- 
mainham, since the breaking out of the French 
Revolution—who», in this abused and insulted 
country. have set up for political teachers, and 
whose disciples give no other proof of their pro- 
gress in Republicanism, except a blind devotion 
to the most ruthless military despotism that the 
world ever saw. These are the patriots, who 
scruple not to brand with the epithet of tory the 
men (looking towards the seat of Col. Stuart) 
by whose blood your libertieshave been cemented. 
These are they, who hold in so keen remembrance 
the outrages of the British armies, from which many 
of them were deserters. Ask these self-styled pat- 
riots where they were during the American war, 
(for they are for the most part old enough to have 
borne arms,) and you strike them dumb—their 
lips are closed in eternal silence. If it were al- 
lowable to entertain partialities, every consid- 
eration of blood, language, religion, and interest, 
would incline us towards England; and yet, shall 
they be alone extended to France and her ruler, 
whom we are bound to believe a chastening God 
suffers as the scourge of a guilty world! Qn all 
other nations he tramples—he holds them in con- 
tempt—England alone he hates ; he would, but he 


„cannot despise her—fear cannot despise. And shall 


we disparage our ancestors ?—shall we bastardize 
ourselves by placing them even below the brigands 
of St. Domingo? with whom Mr. Adams had 
negotiated a sort of treaty, for which he ought to 


have been and would have been impeached, if | 


the people had not previously passed sentence of 
disqualification for their service upon him. This 
antipathy to all that is English must be French. 
But the outrages and injuries of England—Bred 
up in the principles of the Revolution, he could 
never palliate, much less defend them. He well re- 
membered flying with his mother, and her new- 
born child, from Arnold and Phillips—and they 
had been driven by Tarleton and other British 
pandoors from pillar to post, while her husband 
was fighting the battles of his country. The im- 
pression was indelible on his memory—and yet 
(like his worthy old neighbor, who added seven 
` buck shot to every cartridge at the battle of Guil- 
ford and drew a fine sight at his man) he must 
be content to be called a tory by a patriot of the 
last importation. Let us not get rid of one evil 
(supposing it to be possible) at the expense of a 
greater—mutatis mutandis. Suppose France in 
possession of the British naval power—and to her 
the Trident must pass should England be unable 
to wield it—what would be your condition? 


What would be the situation of your seaports and | 


theirseafaringinhabitants. Ask Hamburg, Lubec? 
Ask Savannah? What, sir! when their priva- 
teers are pent up in our harbors by the British 
bull-dogs, when they receive at our hands every 
rite of hospitality, from which their enemy is 
excluded—when they capture within our own 
waters, interdicted to British armed ships, Amer- 
ican vessels; when such is their deportment to- 


By whom, would you listen to; 


wards you, under such circumstances, what could 

you expect if they were the uncontrolled lords of 
the ocean? Had those privateers at Savannah 
borne British commissions—or had your ship- 
ments of cotton, tobacco, ashes, and what not, to 
London and Liverpool, been confiscated, and the 
proceeds poured into the English Exchequer—my 
life upon it! you would never have listened to 
any miserable wire-drawn distinctions between: 
“ orders and decrees affecting our neutral rights,” 
and “municipal decrees,” confiscating in mass 
your whole property. You would have had in- 
stant war! The whole land would have blazed 
out in war. 

And shall Republicans become the instruments 
of him who had effaced the title of Attila to the © 
“Scourge of God!” Yet even Attila, in the falling 
fortunes of civilization, had, no doubt, his advo- 
cates, his tools, his minions, his parasites in the 
very countries that he overran—-sons of that soil 
whereon his horse had trod; where grass could 
| never after grow. If perfectly fresh, Mr. Ran- 
; DOLPH said, (instead of being as he was—his mem- 
‘ory clouded, his intellect stupified, his strength 
and spirits exhausted) he could not give utterance 
to that strong detestation which he felt towards 
(above all other works of the creation) such char- 
acters as Zingis, Tamerlane, Kouli-Khan, or Bo- 
naparte. His instincts involuntarily revolted at 
their bare idea. Malefactors of the human race, 
who ground down man to a mere machine of 
their impious and bloody ambition. Yet under 
all the accumulated wrongs and insults and robbe- 
ries of the last of these chieftains, are we not in 
point of fact about to become a party to his views, 
a partner in his wars? 

But befure this miserable force of ten thousand 
men was raised to take Canada, he begged them 
| to look at the state of defence at home—to count 
the cost of the enterprise before it was set on foot, 
not when it might be too late—when the best blood 
of the country should be spilt, and nought but 
empty ccffers left to pay the cost. Are the bounty 
lands to begiven in Canada? It might lessen his 
repugnance to that partof the system, to granting 
these lands, not to those miserable wretches who 
sell themselves to slavery for a few dollars anda 
glass of gin, bat in fact to the clerks in our offi- 
ces, some of whom, with an income of fifteen 
hundred or two thousand dollars, lived at the rate 
of four or five thousand, and yet grew rich—who 
perhaps at that moment were making out blank 
assignments for these land rights. 

He would beseech the House, before they ran 
their heads against this post, Quebec, to count the 
cost. His word for it, Virginia planters would 
not be taxed to support such a war—a war which 
must aggravate their present distresses ; in which 
they had not the remotest interest. Whereis the 
| Montgomery, or even the Arnold, or the Burr, 
who is to march to Point Levi? 

He called upon those professing to be Republi- 
cans to make good the promises held out by their 
Republican predecessors when they came into 
power—promises, which for years afterwards they 
| had honestly, faithfully fullilled. We had vaunted 
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of paying off the national debt, of retrenching use- 
less establishments ; and yet had now become as | 
infatuated with standing armies, loans, taxes, na- | 
vies, and war, as ever were the Essex Junto. | 
What Republicanism is this? 

Mr. Ranvotrs apologized for his very desul- 
tory manner of speaking. He regretted that his 
bodily indisposition had obliged him to talk per- 
haps somewhat too wildly; yet he trusted some 
method would be found in his madness—on the 
other resolution he should perhaps be obliged to | 
trouble the House again. 

Mr. Jounson proceeded to reply, but had not 
gone far before he sat down, to afford Mr. Ran- 
DOLPH an opportunity to explain; after which an 
adjournment was moved and carried. 


Wepnespay, December 1i. 


Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed 
on the ninteenth ultimo, presented a bill to 
amend the aet providing for persons disabled by 
known wounds received in the Revolutionary 
war; which was read, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Jennincs presented petitions from sundry 
inhabitants of the Indiana Territory, praying 
that a law may be passed to probibit the inter- 
ference of the United States’ officers in elections 
held in said Territory, and that they may be au- 
thorized to elect their Delegate to this House at 
the time of the election of the members com- 
posing their Territorial Legislature.— Referred to 
a select committee. 

Mr. Jennines, Mr. NeLson, Mr. Rozerrs, Mr. 
Newsoup, Mr. Sevier, Mr. Ormspy, and Mr. 
Reep, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Ranpowpn, from the committee appointed | 
as managers, on behalf of this House, of the con- 
ference on the subject of the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses of Congress on the Senate’s 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the sev- 
eral States, according to the third enumeration,” 
reported: 

«That the committee had held a conference with the 
managers appointed on the part of the Senate. That 
the following propositions were submitted by the com- 
mittee, to the managers of the Senate: 

To fix the ratio at 34,000, 
33,000, 
40,000, 
All of which being promptty rejected by the committee 
of the Senate, your committee, as a last effort at ac- 
commodation, proposed 36,000, as the medium between 
the two numbers adopted by the two Houses respect- 
ively ; which was also rejected as the others had been, 
without any discussion whatever, on the part of the 
managers of the Senate. No proposition being sub- 
mitted on the other side to your committee, the confer- | 
ence was broken up, and the joint committee of the two 
Houses finally separated without coming to any agree- 
ment.” 

Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill author- 
izing the refunding the duties paid on the import- 
ation of certain copper articles; which was read 
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twice, and, together with the documents accom- 
panying the same, committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on Friday next. 

The third reading of the bill from the Senate 


| for the relief of Thomas O’Bannon,” was called 


up, and, an motion, ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the House that the Senate adhere to 
their amendments to the bill, entitled “An act for 
the apportionment of Representatives among the 
several States, according to the third enumera- 
tion.” 

FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. Jounson said he rose to thank the com- 
mittee for the report which was offered to the 
House, and the resolutions which were recom- 
mended; though the measures fell short of his 
wishes, and, he believed, of public expectation. 
The ulterior measures, however, promised by the 
committee satisfied his mind, and he should give 
the report his warm support. The chairman had 
given the views of the committee. The expul- 
sion of the British from their North American 
possessions, and granting letters of marque and 
reprisal against Great Britain are contemplated. 
Look at the Message of the President. Ata mo- 
ment least to be expected, when France had ceased 
to violate our neutral rights, and the olive branch 
was tendered to Great Britain, her Orders in 
Council were put into a more rigorous execution. 
Not satisfied with refusing a redress for wrongs 
committed on our coasts and in the mouths of our 
harbors, our trade is annoyed, and our national 
rights invaded ; and, to close the scene of inso- 
lence and injury, regardless of our moderation and 
our justice, she has brought home to the “ thresh- 
old ‘of our territory,” measures of actual war. 
As the love of peace has so long produced for- 
bearance on our part. while commercial cupidity 
has increased the disposition to plunder on the 
part of Great Britain, I feel rejoiced that the 
hour of resistance is at hand, and that the Presi- 
dent, in whom the people have so much confi- 
dence, has warned us of the perils that await 
them, and has exhorted us to put on the armor of 
defence, to gird on tbe sword, and assume the 
He recom- 
mends filling up the ranks of the present Mili- 
tary Establishment, and to lengthen the term of 
service; to raise an auxiliary force for a more 
limited time; to authorize the acceptance of vol- 
unteers, and provide for calling out detachments 
of militia as circumstances may require. For the 
first time since my entrance into this body, there 
now seems to be but one opinion with a great 
majority—that with Great Britain war is inevl- 
table; that the hopes of the sanguine as to 4 Te- 
turning sense of British justice have expired ; 
that the prophecies of the discerning have failed ; 
and, that her infernal system has driven us to the 
brink of a second revolution, as important as the 
first. Upon the Wabash, through the influence 
of British agents, and within our territorial sea 
by the British navy, the war has already com- 
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menced. Thus, the folly, the power, and the 
tyranny of Great Britain, have taken from us the 
last alternative of longer forbearance. 

Mr. J. said we must now oppose the farther 
encroachments of Great Britain by war, or for- 
mally annul the Declaration of our Indepen- 
-dence, and acknowledge ourselves her devoted 
‘colonies. The people whom I represent will not 
hesitate which of the two courses to choose; and, 
if we are involved in war, to maintain our dear- 
æst rights, and to preserve our independence, I 
pledge myself to this House, and my constitu- 


. ents to this nation, that they will not be wanting 


in valor, nor in their proportion of men and 
‘money to prosecute the war with effect. Before 
we relinquish the conflict, I wish to see Great 


` Britain renounce the piratical system of paper 


‘blockade; to liberate our captured seamen on 
board her ships of war; relinquish the practice 


`of impressment on board our merchant vessels; 


to repeal her Orders in Council; and cease, in 
“every other respect, to violate our neutral rights; 
to treat us as an independent people. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Ranvo.en) has ob- 


» jected to the destination of this auxiliary foree— 


‘the occupation of the Canadas, and the other 


-British possessions upon our borders where our 


laws are violated, the Indians stimulated to mur- 
-der our citizens, and where there is a British mo- 
nopoly of the peltry and fur trade. I should not 
“wish to extend the boundary of the United States 
-by war if Great Britain would leave us to the 


‘quiet enjoyment of independence; but, consider- 


ing her deadly and implacable enmity, and her 
„continued hostility, I shall never die contented 
until I see her expulsion from North America, 
„and her territories incorporated with the United 
States. Itis strange that the gentleman would 


pee before refusing this force, if destined to 


eep the negroes in subordination—who are not 


_in a state of insurrection as I understand—and he 


will absolutely refuse to vote this force to defend 
us against the lawless aggressions of Great Brit- 
ain—a nation in whose favor he had said so 
much. 

But, he has a dislike to the Canadian French. 
“French blood is hateful to him. I have no douht 
but the Canadian French are as good citizens as 
the Canadian English, or the refugee tories of the 
Revolution; nor have I any doubt but a great 
majority of that vast community are sound in 


= their morals and in their polities, and would make 


‘worthy members of the United States. 

„~ But, open the sacred pages of the Journals of 
the Congress of 1774-75—that Congress which 
commenced, and conducted to victory, the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Upon the pages of the first vol- 
ume (from page 5410 100) we will find letters 
addressed to the inhabitants of Canada and the 
province of Quebec, containing the language of 
affectionate respect, and, in the warmth of patri- 
otism, inviting them to unite against British 
tyranny, to make the cause of quarrel common, 
and to enter into the union of the States on the 
principles of equality. The encroachments of 
‘Great Britain are depicted in the most vivid col- 


‘ and you are invited to accede to the confederacy 
Thus, the patriots of the Rev- 
olution styled the inhabitants of the British prov- 
inces friends and fellow-sufferers in 1774: Al- 
though then but a handful of men compared to 
their present numbers, and only ten years had 
elapsed from their first incorporation with the 
British dominions; and nothing but the want of 
physical power and means prevented their inde- 
pendence in 1776. The misfortunes of our arms 
at Quebec, and in that quarter, are well known. 
These overtures of the Old Congress did not stop 
here. After the Articles of Confederation had 
been adopted, the door was left open for the re- 
ception of the Canadas, and the hope was not lost 
until British arms riveted the chains of slavery 
upon them, which at that time could not be bro- 
ken. Now, sir, these people are more enlightened, 
they have a great American population among 
them, and they have correct ideas of liberty and 
independence, and only want an opportunity to 
throw off the yoke of their taskmasters. 

Let us not think so meanly of the human char- 
acter and the human mind. We are in pursuit 
of happiness, and we place a great value upon 
liberty as the means of happiness. What, then, 
let me ask, has changed the character of those 
people, that they are to be despised? What new 
order of things has disqualified them for the en- 
joyment of liberty ? Has any malediction of 
Heaven doomed them to perpetual vassalage ? 
Or, will the gentleman from Virginia pretend to 
more wisdom, and more patriotism than the con- 
stellation of patriots who conducted the infant 
Republic through the Revolution? In point of 
territorial limit, the map will prove its impor- 
tance. The waters of the St. Lawrence and the 
Mississippi interlock ina number of places, and 
the great Disposer of Human Events intended 
those two rivers should belong to the same people. 

Butit bas been denied that British influence 
had any agency in the late dreadful conflict and 
massacre upon the Wabash; and this is said to 
vindicate the British nation from so foula charge. 
Sir, look to the book of the Revolution. See the 
Indian savages in Burgoyne’s army urged on 
every occasion to use the scalping-knife and tom- 
ahawk—not in battle, but against old men, wo- 
men,and children; in the night, when they were 
taught to believe an Omniscient eye could not see 
their guilty deeds ; and thus hardened in iniquity, 
they perpetrated the same deeds by the light of 
the sun, when no arm was found to oppose or 
protect. And when this crying sin was opposed 
by Lord Chatham, in the House of Lords, the 
employment of these Indians was justified by a 
speech from one of the Ministry. Thus we see 
how the principles of honor, of humanity, of 
christianity, were violated and justified in the 
face of the world. Therefore, I can have no 
doubt of the influence of British agents in keep- 
ing up Indian hostility to the people of the Uni- 
ted States, independent of the strong proofs on 
this oceasion ; and, I hope it will not be pre- 
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tended that these agents are too moral or too re- 
ligious to do the infamous deed. So much for 
the expulsion of Great Britain from her domin- | a cause? When all admit we have just cause of 
ions in North America, and their incorporation | war, such attachments are dangerous, and encour- 
into the United States of America. age encroachment. I will venture to say, that our 
The gentleman from Virginia says we are iden- | hatred of the British Government is not com- 
tified with the British in religion, in blood, in lan- | mensurate with her depredations and her outrages 
guage,and deeply laments our hatred to that coun- } on our rights. or we should have waged a deadly 
try, who can boast of so many illustrious charac- | war against her many years past. The subject 
ters. This deep rooted enmity to Great Britain | of foreign attachments and British hatred has 
arises from her insidious policy, the offspring of | been examined at considerable length. I did not 
her perfidious conduct towards the United States. | intend to begin that discussion, but I will pursue 
Her disposition is unfriendly; her enmity is im- ! it, and though I make no charge of British at- 
placable; she sickens at our prosperity and hap- | tachments, I will, at all times, at every hazard, 
piness. If obligations of friendship do exist, why | defend the Administration and the Republican 
does Great Britain rend those ties asunder, and | party against the charge of foreign partialities— 
open the bleeding wounds of former conflicts? | French or Spanish, or any other kind, when ap- 
Or does the obligation of friendship exist on the j plied to the measures of our Government. This 
art of the United States alone? I have never | foreign influence is a dangerous enemy ; we should 
thought that the ties of religion, of blood, of lan- | destroy the means of its circulation among us— 
guage, and of commerce, would justify or sancti- | like the fatal tunic, it destroys where it touches. 
fy insult and injury—on the contrary, that a pre- | It is insidious, invisible, and takes advantage of 
meditated wrong from the hand of a friend created | the most unsuspecting hours of social intercourse. 
more sensibility, and deserved the greater chas- | I would not deny the good will of France nor of 
tisement and the higher execration. What would | Great Britain to have an undue influence among 
you think of a man,to whom you were bound by | us. But Great Britain alone has the means of 
the most sacred ties, who would plunder you of | this influence to an extent dangerous to the Uni- 
your substance, aim a deadly blow at your honor, | ted States. It has been said that Great Britain 
and in the hour of confidence endeavor to bury a | was fighting the battles of the world—that she 
dagger in your bossom? Would you, sir, pro- | stands against universal dominion threatened by 
claim to the world your affection for this mis- } the areh-flend of mankind. I should be sorry if 
creant of society, after this conduct, and endeavor | our independence depended upon the power of 
to interest your audience with the ties of kindred | Great Britain. If, however, she would act the 
that bound you to each other? So let it be with | part ofa friendly Power towards the United States, 
nations, and there will be neither surprise nor | I should never wish to deprive her of power, of 
lamentation that we execrate a Government so | Wealth, of honor, of prosperity. But if her ener- 
hostile to our independence—for it is from the | gies are to be directed against the liberties of this 
Government that we meet with such multiplied | free and happy people, against my native coun- 
injury, and to that object is our hatred directed, | try, I should not drop a tear if the fast-anchored 
As to individuals of merit, whether British or | isle would sink into the waves, provided the in- 
French, I presume no person would accuse the | nocent inhabitants could escape the deluge and 
people of the United States of such hatred to | find an asylum in a more favorable soil. And as 
them, or of despising individuals, who might not | to the power of France, I fear it as little as any 
be instrumental in the maritime despotism which | other power; I would oppose her aggressions, un- 
we feel; and this accounts for the veneration we | der any circumstances, as soon as 1 would British 
have for Sidney and Russell, statesmen of whom | outrages. 
the gentleman has spoken; they are fatal exam-| The ties of religion, of language, of blood, as it 
ples, why we should love the British Govern- | regards Great Britain, are dangerous ties to this 
ment. The records of that Government are now | country, with her present hostile disposition—in- 
stained with the blood of these martyrs in free- | stead of pledges of friendship they are used to 
dom’s cause, as vilely as with the blood of Amer- j paralyze the strength of the United States in re- 
ican citizens; and certainly we shall not be called | lation to her aggressions. There are other ties 
upon to love equally the murderer and the victim. | equally efficacious. The number of her commer- 
For God’s sake tet us not again be told of theties of | cial traders within our limits, her agents, &c., the 
religion, of laws, of blood, and of customs, which | vast British capital employed in our commerce 
bind the two nations together, with a view to ex- | and our moneyed institutions, connected with her 
tort our love for the English Government, and | language, ancestry, customs, habits, and laws. 
more especially, when the same gentleman hasac- | These are formidable means for estranging the 
knowledged that we have ample cause of war | affections of many from our republican institu- 
against that nation—let us not be told of the free- | tions, and producing partialities for Great Britain. 
dom of that corrupt Government whose hands are | Now I shall attend to the charge of partiality in 
washed alike in the blood of her own illustrious | our measures towards France. It is an insinua- 
statesmen, for a manly opposition to tyranny, and | tion not founded in fact, and can only exist in 
the citizens of every other clime. But I would | the imagination of those who may insinuate it. 
inquire into this love for the British Government | We are not driven to mere declarations—the 
and British institutions, in the gross, without any | truth of the assertion is bottomed upon the statute 
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Orders in Council, aud as to France upon an ex- 
tinguishment of the Berlin and Milan decrees. 
The authority was precisely the same as to either 
Power; the instructions to our Ministers were pre- 
cisely the same; the offer to suspend the embargo 
was tendered to both belligerents upon the self- 


same conditions. This offer was rejected by 
both nations, and their aggressions continued— 
Congress, yielding to the clamors of the disaf- 
fected, repealed the embargo and substituted the 
non-intercourse, which also contained a diplo- 
matic provision vesting the President with power 
to suspend its operation as to the belligerents 
when they should cease to violate our neutral 
rights. 

The offer was made; it was rejected by France, 
and her depredations increased. Great Britain 
accepted the offer, which produced the arrange- 
ment with Mr. Erskine. 

Erskine’s arrangement was executed with fidel- 
ity on the part of the Executive of the United 
States. The proclamation which announced the 


arrangement suspended the non-intercourse as to | 


Great Britain, and it continued as to France, 
Under these circumstances Congress convened at 
their extra session. It was a new era for oppo- 
sition. The day of jubilee was announced—no 
gloom, every countenance smiled, every heart 
seemed glad; parties were forgotten ; war with 
France and peace with England dawned upon us, 
We were all Americans, and the gentleman from 
Virginia introduced a resolution approbating the 
fidelity of the President in discharging his high 
duties to the nation. A real friend to that indi- 
vidual who presides over our destinies by our 


consent, I was happy to find his political enemies ! 


acknowledging his wisdom, his impartiality, and 
his integrity. I knew the President bad dis- 
charged his trust faithfully. Though I followed 
in the rear ranks, [did not interrapt this new 
order of things. But our retrograde movement 
from the embargo to the non-intercourse and 
Erskine’s arrangement went to London at nearly 
the same time; the English Ministry perfidiously 
rejected that arrangement which had been exe- 
cuted on our part, and which was so advanta- 
geous to Great Britain; the Orders in Council, 
so good a shield for plunder, were considered of 
more value than our non-intercourse. I will not 
dwell upon the scene this disavowal produced, 
nor upon the attempt to censure the President 
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had the pleasure since of seeing an undivided 
front opposed to a foreign foe, which was the 
ease when France was the object of attack. 
Then Federalists and Republicans were united.. 
After this we assumed a different attitude to- 
wards both France and Great Britain; but in the 
same terms of impartiality, we authorized the- 
President to say to France, if you will rescind 
your decrees, violating our neutral rights, we 
will revive the non-importation part of the non- 
intercourse law against your rival Great Britain, 
provided she should not also cease to violate our 
neutral rights by a repeal of her orders; we au- 
thorized the President to use the very same iden- 
tical language to Great Britain, that if you will 
cease to violate our neutral rights, we will revive 
our non-importation system against your enemy 
France, provided she should not follow your ex- 
ample. This was said to France and to Great 
Britain in the spirit of conciliation and sincerity. 


| France accepts the proposition ; butitis rejected 


by Great Britain, which aeceptance on the part 
of France, and the extinguishment of her orders, 
so far as they violated our neutral rights, was 
announced by the President’s proclamation, and 
the non-intercourse revived against Great Brit- 
ain. Under these circumstances Congress con- 


| yened, but I looked in vain for resolutions of ap- 


probation of the President’s conduct. The re- 
peal of the French decrees was doubted, and the 
gentleman from Virginia was the first to intro- 
duce his resolution to repeal the non-importation 
revived against England by the President’s proc- 
lamation, and with that repeal the proclamation 5 
and now, when it is not denied by a single indi- 
vidual that the Berlin and Milan decrees are so 
modified as to cease to violate our neutral rights, 
we find the same opposition to measures against 
Great Britain, and the same opposition to France, 
as if no arrangement had been made. I might 
ask why this opposite conduct under the same 
kind of arrangement, growing out of an act of 
Congress, and under the same solemnities of 
plighted faith on the part of this Government. 
Under the arrangement with Great Britain we 
are united against France. But under the ar- 
rangement with France we behold disunion 
again—each man takes his party rank. How 
does this prove partiality to France? Does not 
the charge ill grace the lips of those who oppose 
these measures ? for no man has denied the sim- 
ilarity in the two arrangements. In the compact 
with England we agreed to repeal the non-inter- 
course as to her, and continue it as to France, if 
she would repeal the Orders in Council; so with 
France, we agreed to revive the non-intercourse 
against Great Britain if France would cease to 
violate our neutral rights, leaving all other sub- 
jects to negotiation. France was not required as 
a sine gua non to make good the damages for 
spoliations. Nor was Great Britain required as 
a sine qua non to relinquish her iniquitous sys- 
tem of blockade, of impressment, the liberation 


463 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


464 


H. or R. 


Foreign Relations. 


DECEMBER, 1811. 


of our seamen, and a remuneration for captures 
and condemnation—these topics were left to ne- 
gotiation. 

The British Minister has insinuated that we 
have suffered our commerce to be moulded by 
France to the annoyance of the British trade, 
and attempts have been made to conjure up the 
idea of an alliance with France against Great 
Britain, because we have made arrangements 
with France that our neutral rights shall be re- 
garded, The idea of an alliance is as idle as it 
is unfounded. Thank Heaven we are under no 
obligations to any Power to go to war, nor to 
continue that war after the objects for which we 
contend shall be accomplished. The non-impor- 
tation law is the cause of complaint with Great 
Britain, and she knows if the Orders in Couneil 
and her blockade of May were repealed, that 
our non-importation law would cease to operate 
against her. But instead of this, sir, every day 
our merchant ships fall a prey to the Orders in 
Council, and we are menaced with retaliation 
for the non-importation, which does not capture 
and condemn British ships and cargoes, but pre- 
vents the importation of British property into 
our markets. . 

In the year 1777 the United States entered 
into a treaty of alliance with the King of France; 
the first article binds the parties to make the 
cause of quarrel a common cause. The inde- 
pendence of the United States is the guarantee 
of the second article, and the eighth binds the 
parties to continue the war until peace should be 
restored with each nation, and a treaty was to be 
made by common consent alone. This is an ex- 
ample of an alliance, such a one as I hope we 
shall never have with France in the present un- 
defined aud bloody conflict of ambitious domina- 
tion. Inever wish to see an alliance with any 
nation. Itis known to the world that we have 
nothing to do with the European wars; and Eng- 
land knows that if she ceases to violate our neu- 
tral rights, commercial intercourse would be re- 
stored, and that her many transgressions would 
be lett to further negotiation; that, however, 
would not be the only requisition if left to my 
vote. The gentleman has also adverted to that 
part of the President’s Message which speaks of 
our relations with France. France is no doubt 
unfriendly in her rigorous municipal regulations ; 
the President has recommended retaliation, and 
who will refuse to take those measures? I shall 
not. Mention has also been made of the riot at 
Savannah ; that transaction has two sides to it. I 
have read both of them; I fear something is rot- 
ten in Denmark. I will not judge, however, be- 
fore the facts are correctly known. 

But in the zeal to speak of French insult and 
injury, it was to be regretted that the talents of 
the gentleman from Virginia were not engaged 
upon the subject of our impressed seamen and 
commercial aggressions by Great Britain. He 
must not be surprised if these subjects should 
be omitted. 

To attempt an enumeration of these aggres- 
sions would be a laborious task to me—a painful 


and disgusting recital to others; but considera- 
tions of this kind should not induce an omission 
of duty. Great sensibility has existed against 
the wanton eapture and condemnation of our 
vessels and cargoes. An inroad upon the colo- 
nial trade produced universal clamor; spirited 
complaints were forwarded, with pledges of honor 
and property to oppose the robbery. But the 
number and enormity of these aggressions have 
blunted the feelings of sensibility, or the back- 
wardness of the Government has induced the 
sufferers to moan their loss without an appeal to 
our justice. The newspapers have become vehi- 
cles’ of complaint, and the only noters of Brit- 
ish piracies, and the office of State is no longer 
troubled with reading the cold details. But to 
lump this business: about twenty-eight years have 
elapsed since the commencement of the British 
spoliations. Suppose the vessels and cargoes 
captured and condemned within that period con- 
trary to public law could be collected together in 
the Potomac, it would present to the mind a stri- 
king evidence of the justice of our complaints ; 
you would find it difficult to find safe anchorage 
for these vessels from the Eastern Branch to 
Alexandria—ten miles distant, and the brick wall 
which encloses the navy yard would not furnish 
a sufficient warehouse for the property; and to 
carry on this supposition, if a convocation of the 
real sufferers in these aggressions could be effect- 
ed, a great multitude would animate this desert 
city. The list of bankruptcies should likewise 
be produced ; you would bring the sufferers from 
every part of the United States. 

In this group we should see every kind of iin- 
porting, wholesaleand retail merchant—the farmer 
who raised the produce, the mechanic who worked 
up the raw material, the ship owners, the ship- 
carpenter and his numerous host of journeymen, 
the creditors of each class; and at the heels of 
these people you might introduce the constables 
and sheriffs with their executions, and the tax 
gatherers; and if silence was supposed to be or- 
dered for the complaints of each class to be heard, 
we should find in the commercial class a distin- 
guished orator from Boston, pleading the cause of 
the merchant; so from’ New York, one from Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia, and Charleston. Thus Brit- 
ish aggressions would be visually and mentally 
unfolded to the view, and doubts could no longer 
be entertained of its enormity. 

But a stranger to these outrages would be sur- 
prised to be told, that this was a secondary class 
of injuries; upon which the subject ofimpressment 
should be introduced to his view. About twenty 
years have clapsed since the commencement of 
this infernal practice—this outrage upon the honor 
of our flag, and this attack upon the personal lib- 
erty and personal security of American citizens. 

The number of native and naturalized seamen 
impressed from our merchant vessels and seduced 
from our merchant service, cannot be estimated 
at less than fifty thousand during this period of 
twenty years, and retained in bondage during 
life. or who have escaped by desertion or the in- 
terference of our Government. The condition of 
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Howell will show the connexion of this infamy | 
with national honor. 

It is well authenticated that a number of Ameri- | 
can citizens were serving on board the British 
ship-of-war the Little Belt, during her engagement | 
with Commodore Rodgers—that these men, upon 
refusing to fight against their own country, were | 
menaced with death—that during the engagement 
acertain Robert Howell of New York was wound- 
ed with a cannon ball, his whole thigh was shot 
off—that just before his death, while in the act of 
sending to some relation some token of remem- 
brance, a British officer inquired how he did—that 
Howell replied and told him he was dying, and 
said “see to what you have brought me, to force 
me to fight against my brothers; my own country- 
men have taken my life through your means.” 
Let the curtain drop and hide the body of How- 
ell from our sight! 

Thus twenty-eight years have elapsed, and the 
only remedy which we have attempted against 
these crying enormities has been negotiation and | 
remonstrance, and so far from producing any bene- 
ficial effect, Great Britain has made new innova- 
tions and urged new pretensions, until the neutral 
rights of the United States are entirely destroyed. 
Let it not be forgotten, that for the abuses enume- 
rated war is not alone urged, but those practices į 
now continue and are put in more rigorous exe- 
cution. We would agree to suffer the injuries 
inflicted for the sake of peace; but no principle of 
piracy is relinquished, nor is any abuse changed, 
and the United States are now the victims of this 
desolating system. May the wrath of this nation 
kindle into a flame and become a consuming fire! 
Though slow to anger, may her indignation be| 
like the rushing of mighty waters and the volca- 
nic eruptions of Hecla! 

The gentleman from Virginia has called the 
iilitary regular forces mercenaries. If by this | 
appellation any reproach or degradation is in- 
tended, its justice and propriety is denied. In 
times like the present, when dangers thicken upon 
us, at the moment when we are compelled by 
most wanton tyranny upon the high seas, and upon 
land may be added, to abandon our peaceful hab- 
its for the din of arms, officers and soldiers in this 
country are governed by the noble feelings of pa- 
triotism and of valor. The history of the world 
may be ransacked ; other nations may be brought 


in review before us, and examples of greater he- 


| roism cannot be quoted, than shall be performed 
‘in battle by our officers and soldiers, military, and 
‘naval, and marine. 
| would be before them; glory would animate their 
; bosoms, and love of country would nerve the heart 
‘to deeds of mighty fame. 
' should not be a diminution of respect for those 


The deeds of their ancestors 


If, therefore, there 


who entertain an opinion so degrading to our 
army, it should at least be understood that such 
opinions do not lessen the confidence due to those 
who faithfully serve their country, and who 
would lay down their life for it. This reflection 
brings to memory the late memorable conflict 
upon the Wabash. Governor Harrison pitched his 
tents near the Prophet’s town ; and although this 
fanatic had his followers collected, and the Amer- 
can forces were anxious to finish work by an open 
and day-light engagement, if there was a neces- 
sity to resort to arms, their impetuous valor was 
easily stayed, when they were informed that the 
white flag of peace was to be hoisted next morn- 
ing, and the effusion of blood was to be spared. 
But in the silent watches of the night, relieved 
from the fatigues of valor, and slumbering under 
the perfidious promises of the savages, who were 
infuriated and made drunk by British traders, 
dreaming of the tender smile of a mother, and the 
fond embraces of affectionate wives, and of prat- 
tling children upon their knees, on their return 
from the fatigues of a campaign !—the destroyers 
came with the silent instruments of death, the 
war club, the scalping knife, the tomahawk, and 
the bow and arrow; with these they penetrate 
into the heart of our forces—they enter the tents 
of our officers—many close their eyes in death— 
it was a trying moment for the rest of our heroes, 
but they were equal tothe dreadful occasion. The 
American forces flew to arms; they rallied at the 
voice of their officers, and soon checked the work 
of death. The savages were successively and 
successfully charged and driven until day-light, 
when they disappeared like the mist of morning. 
In this dreadful conflict many were killed and 
wounded on both sides ; and the volunteers and the 
regiment under Colonel Boyd acted and fought 
with equal bravery and to their immortal honor. 
The volunteers from Kentucky were men of valor 
and worth—young men of hopeful prospects, and 
married men of reputation and intelligence, gov- 
erned by no mercenary views—honor prompted 
them to serve their country. Some of these fallen 
heroes were my acquaintances. my friends: one 
not the least conspicuous lived in my district— 
Colonel Owens; Colonel Daviess, a neighbor. 
You, Mr. Speaker, know the worth of some of 
these men; and I regret that you are not in my 


| place to speak their praise. So long as the re- 


cords of this transaction remain, the 9th of No- 
vember will not be forgotten, and time shall only 
brighten the fame of the deeds of our army, and 
a tear shall be shed for those who have fallen. 
But the loss will not be felt by the public alone: 
the friends of their social hours will regret their 
loss; the widow will mourn her disconsolate situ- 
ation; the orphan shall cry for the return of his 


Mr. Wricut.—Mr. Speaker, I must beg the 
indulgence of the House while I deliver my opin- | 


ion on the subject now under consideration, the 
most important that has been submitted to the 
Congress of the United States. I, sir, shall take 
the liberty of varying the question from the hon- ; 
orable member from Virginia, (Mr. Ranpoupn,) | 
who yesterday considered it a question of peace | 
or war. I shall consider it as a question of war 
or submission, dire alternatives, of which, how- 
ever, I trust no honest American can hesitate in 
choosing, when the question is correctly stated | 
and distinctly understood. The gentleman from | 
Virginia contends that it is a dispute about the | 
carrying trade, brought on us by the cupidity of 
the American merchants, in which the farmer 
and planter have little interest; that he will not 
consent to tax his constituents to carry on a war 
for it; that the enemy is invulnerable on the 
“ mountain wave,” the element of our wrongs, 
but should they violate the “natale solum” he 
would point all the energies of the nation and 
avenge the wrong. Was that gentleman stricken | 
on the nose by a man so tall that he could not 
reach his nose, [ strongly incline to think his 
manly pride would not permit him to decline the 
conflict. Sir, the honorable member is incorrect 
in his premises, and, of course, in his conclusions, 
l will endeavor to convince him of this, and 
shall be gratified if I can enlist his talents on the | 
side of a bleeding country. Sir, the violations of | 
the commercial rights of which we complain do 
not only embrace the carrying trade, properly so | 
called, but also the carrying of the products of | 
our own soil, the fruits of cur own industry; ! 
these, although injurious only to our property, | 
are just causes of war. But, sir, the impressment 
of our native seamen isa stroke at the vitals of 
liberty itself, and although it does not touch the 
“natale solum, yet it enslaves the “nativos 
Jilios”—the native sons of America; and, in the 
ratio that liberty is preferable to property, ought 
to enlist the patriotic feelings of that honorable | 
member, and make his bosom burn with that j 
holy fire that inspired the patriots of the Revolu- | 
| 

t 

1 


tion. 

Sir, the carrying trade—by which I mean the i 
carrying articles the growth, produce, or manu- į 
facture of a foreign clime—except articles con- ! 
traband of war—is as much the right of the! 
American people as the carrying the products of ' 
their own soil, and is not only secured by the law | 
of nations, but by the positive provisions of the | 
British Treaty. To us, sir, it is an all-important i 
right. We import from the West Indies, annu- j 
ally, property to the amount of forty millions of | 
doilars, for which we pay in the products of our | 
own soil; of this, ten millions only are consumcd ! 
in the United States, and the surplus thirty mil- ; 
lions are exported to foreign countries, oa which | 
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secure from an attack, had unbounded influence ; 


: “that the lords of Baltimore” governed the Rep- 


resentatives of Maryland in their votes on this 
subject. No, sir, every district of Maryland sol- 
emnly protests against submission to any foreign 
Power, and I have no doubt will approve the 
votes of their members on this floor, “ to prepare 
for war.” or for war itself, rather than submis- 
sion. Baltimore, by the industry and commer- 
cial enterprise of her citizens, has grown out of 
the sea into a great commercial city, has diffused 
the benefits of commerce into every section of 
the State, by making a great demand for the pro- 
ducts of our soil and industry, and a consequent 
increase of price, whereby every foot of land in 
Maryland is made more valuable, and whereby 
the interest of every part of the State is identi- 
fied with theirs; for this she is justly entitled to 
our respect. But, sir, she has no occasion to in- 
fuse her patriotic fire—so pre-eminent in the case 
of the Chesapeake—into the Representatives of 
Maryland. They know the wishes of their con- 
stituents, and will most certainly obey them. 
Mr. Speaker, I hope if the gentleman from 
Virginia will not defend the carrying of foreign 
articles, he will defend the carrying the products 
of our own soil, a right most disgracefully vio- 
lated. When our own citizens have been carry- 
ing provisions—the produce of their own soil, in 
their own ships—to feed the armies of England, 
and her allies on the continent of Europe, they 
have been captured on their homeward-bound 
passage, on their own coast, and condemned ina 
British Court of Admiralty. If this does not in- 
spire him, yet Iam not without hopes that when 
he refleets on the impressment of our native 
American seamen, while carrying the products 
of our own industry to market, thousands of 
whom, at this moment, are languishing under the 
ignominious scourge, on board the internal Roat- 
ing castles of Great Britain, he will feel like an 
American, devoted to avenge their wrongs. He 
has said, that if Great Britain had an agency in 
exciting the Indians to the massacre of the troops 
under Governor Harrison, he would avenge it. 
Sir, can he then feel less bound to avenge the 


slavery and death of American impressed sea- 


men, committed directly by Britons themselves, 
than the death of citizens by the savages through 
a British agency? I should like to hear him ex- 
ercise his logical talent in the discrimination of 
these cases, which, however profound, would, I 


i presume, be ineffectual to that purpose. Sir, the 


Impressment of American seamen is of ancient 
datë. The outrage was remonstrated against by 
our WASUINGTON, and by cvery Adminstration 
since, and every diplomatic energy, in every Ad- 
tninistration, exericd to puta stop to this infa- 
mous practice, in vain. 
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ment bound by oath to support that Constitution, 
securing to him that right. I ask, shouid an 


impressed American seaman who kad been for! 


seven years under the lash, and whom we had. 
during that time neglected, be indicted for high 
treason when found, with our enemies, in arms 
against us—should he plead specially that faer, 
would it avail him? And if it would not, how 
can we neglect to protect him in his liberty, se- 
cured by the social compact which we are bound 
by oath to execute? Mr. Speaker, it is well 
known that my sympathies have always been 
enlisted for this hardy and valuable class of our 
fellow-citizens, who, though poor, yet as “ honest 
tars,” proverbially, in a peculiar manner are en- 
titled to our protection. 


Sir, we all recollect the capture of the Phila- | 
delphia by the Turks, and we can never forget | 


how the news of so many of our fellow-citizens 
being subjected to Turkish bondage. in a moment 
so electrified the sympathies of the American peo- 
ple that a squadron was, without delay, despatched 
to the Mediterranean, and a large sum of money 
voted for their ransom. But, sir, the murder of 
Pierce, in our own waters; the killing of our cit- 
izens in the Chesapeake ; the hanging of Wilson 
in cold blood, taken out of that ship by violence; 
and the vefy recent case of the American citi- 


zen impressed into the “Little Belt? and com- ; 
:anees assembled a large body in arms in the 
‘Indiana Territory, under the Prophet, and com- 
| mitted the assault on the troops of Governor 


pelled to fight against his own countrymen, and 
who was killed in that action, are fresh in our 
recollection. And if these outrages, which cry 


aloud for vengeance, do not animate you, I fear! 
lity. 


the sacred fire that inspired your fathers in the 
Revolution is nearly extinguished, and the liberty 
of their degenerate sons in jeopardy. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Virginia has 
declared that, if he could believe that the late 
massacre of the troops, in the attack on Governor 
Harrison by the Indians, under the Prophet, was 
the eflect of British agency, he would unite with 
us, heart and hand, and personally assist to avenge 
the bloody deed. Ifeel a confidence, that, if the 
gentleman will attend to the circumstances of 


this case, and take a retrospective view of the, 
' cect would have ceased with it. No, sir, we are 


conduct of the British Government, he will feel 
no doubt of the fact. I will take the liberty of 
pointing the gentleman’s attention to some of the 
prominent features of that Government, which 
will go far in establishing that fact. When Dun- 
more, Governor of Virginia in 1775, found it ne- 
tessary to quit the seat of government, and go on 
board the fleet for safety from the Revolutionary 
vengeance of the patriots of Virginia—ata period, 
too, when the Americans were suing for justice 
by their humble petitions to the King and Parlia- 
ment; and when that Chatham, the gentleman 
from Virginia has so highly extolled, was the ad- 


These cases go to prove that the principles that 
ougnt to govern civilized nations have, at all 
times, been totally disregarded by the officers and 


agents of that Government. After these cases, 
we shall feel little hesitation in believing there 
was a British agency in the case of the massacre 
by the Prophet’s troops on Governor Harrison’s 
detachment, when the circumstances relied on 
are duly considered. At the late great council 


i with Governor Harrison, the chiefs of many 


tribes were convened, all of whom. except T'e- 
cumseh, the Prophet’s brother, in their speeches 
avowed their friendly dispositions, and devotion 
to peace with the United States. Tecumseh, 
who, with a number of his tribe, came from Fort 
Malden, in Canada, declared his hostile inten- 


j tions against the United States, left the council 


with that avowed intention, and returned again 
to Fort Malden. Shortly after this, the Shaw- 


Harrison, though they have paid for their temer- 
This, I trust, connected as it is with the im- 
morality and extraordinary pretensions of that 
Government at this crisis, will satisfy, not only 
the gentleman from Virginia, but this House, of 
a British agency in the case. 

But to divert our attention from the wrongs of 
which we complain, the gentleman from Virginia 
tells us that our own restrictive system has un- 
done us; that our cotton is reduced to seven cents, 
and our tobaeco to nothing. Sir, there are now 
no restrictions to the exportation of these articles, 
and if that had been the cause, on itsremoval the 


to look for the cause of the reduction of the prices 


of our cotton and tobacco in the political and 
, commercial history of Europe. The price of cot- 


ton depends on the demand for the manufactures 
of that article; the English-made cottons depend- 
ed on the continental markets, from which the 
British manufactures are excluded. The price of 
tobacco never was materially varied by the con- 
sumption in England, but depended on the for- 


j eign demand froin Great Britain, which, by their 


exclusion from the continent, is almost entirely 
arrested. Sir, if we examine, with candor, the 
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cause of the reduction of the prices of these arti- 


cles, we shall find that the retaliatory system of 


the two great belligerents produced it: “The Brit- 
ish proclamation blockading system,” of 1806, in- 
duced the continental blockade of 1807, and ulti- 
mately the interdiction of all articles the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of Great Britain to the 
Continent. 

America, ever faithful to herself, determined 
to preserve a state of neutrality. and not to com- 
mit her destinies with either of the great belli- 


gerents who were deciding the rise and fall of 


empires, by the sword, and recording their desti- 
nies in blood. Our policy was peace, and in this 
we persevered with a degree of equanimity un- 
exampled in the annals of the world: nor, sir, 
was the non-intercourse act, now so violently 
complained of by Great Britain, marked with the 
slightest shade of partiality. By that act, at the 
same time, and, as it were, “wno flatu” we offered 
to both nations the same terms, agreed not to im- 
port any articles, the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture, of the other, her colonies or dependencies, 
on either revoking their edicts violating our neu- 
tral commerce, unless they should, within three 
months thereafter, revoke their edicts. The Em- 
peror of the French did revoke his decrees. but 
the British did not revoke their Orders in Coun- 
cil within the three months, but Congress, in her 
peaceful policy, by a law, invited her, and au- 
thorized her to do it at any time; so that, in fact, 
she may be considered as fixing the restrictions 
of which she complains, on herself, as she has it 
in her power to remove them at her will and 
pleasure. 

Sir, the monstrous pretensions insisted on by 
her Minister, near the United States, were not 
less exceptionable in their matter. However, the 
American Minister, in a style and manner that 
did honor to his head and his heart, detected 
and exposed their fallacies, and placed the Uni- 
ted States on that high ground her just claims 
entitled her to hold, and gavea celebrity to that 
State paper, that it will be quoted with pride by 
the American statesman, as the mirror of British 
insolence, 

Mr. Speaker, I regret that the gentleman from 
Virginia should ascribe to gentlemen of the West. 
a disposition for war, with a view to raise the 
price of their hemp; or to the gentlemen of the 
North, with a view to raise the price of their 
beef and flour. These, sir, are selfish motives, 
and such I cannot, for a moment, believe, will be 
taken into consideration; they will, with every 
other section of the Union, unite in deciding it 
on its merits; they will count the wrongs we 
have sustained ; they will reflect that the honor, 
the interest, and the very independence, of the 

` United States, is directly attacked ; they will, as 
guardians ofthe nation’s rights, agreeably to the ad- 
vice of the Administration, “put the United States 
intoan armor and an attitude demanded by the eri- 
sis, and correspondent with the national spirit and 
expectations ;” they will prepare to chastise the 
wrongs of the British Cabinét, which the Presi- 
‘dent tells us, “have the character as well as the 


effect of war, on our commercial rights, which 
no independent nation can relinquish.” They 
will decide with the President, the Executive or- 
gan of the nation’s will, “that these wrongs are 
no longer to be endured.” They will decide with 
the Committee of Foreign Relations, © that for- 
bearance longer to repel these wrongs has ceased 
to be a virtue,” and, I hope they will decide with 
me, that submission is a crime; and, sir, if they 
will examine a document on that table, I mean 
the returns of the twelfth Congress, and compare 
them with the eleventh, they will find nearly one 
half of the eleventh Congress removed. This, sir, 
may correctly be considered as the sentence of 
the nation against the doctrine of submission; it 
is certainly an expression of the nation’s will, in 
a language not to be misunderstood, and too se- 
rious in its application not to be respected. We 
have also, sir, the expression of Maryland, through 
her Senate, who unanimously approved the spir- 
ited resolutions, introduced by the late Governor, 
who did not suffer his exposed situation, so alarm- 
ing, in the opinion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, to deter him from doing his duty. We 
have also, sir, the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, an honest test of their non-sub- 
mission principles. Mr. Speaker, I cannot forbear 
the remark that, while the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia ascribes to the West and to the North in- 
terested motives, he confesses that the situation 
of the blacks in the State he represents, impressed 
as they are with the new French principles of 
liberty, and their desire for the fraternal hug, are 
seriously to be feared; that these new principles 
have been taught them by the pedlers from the 
East, who, while they sell their trigkets, incul- 
cate these doctrines. He suffers his fears for the 
State he represents, in the event of a war, on ac- 
count of the blacks, to interest him; and had he 
not told us that,if the “natale solum” was touch- 
ed, or that, if there was a British agency in the 
late attack on Governor Harrison, he would go to 
war, Ishould have been ready to conclude that, 
as the state of the blacks would be a permanent 
objection, no cause could occur that would in- 
duce him to go to war. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Virginia says, 
he expects to be charged with being under Brit- 
ish influence ; however, he disregarded it. Ias- 
sure him I shall not be one of his accusers ; [ be- 
lieve him governed by himself, and influenced by 
pure American motives, and that, if he saw the 
subject as I do, his bosom would burn with the 
same sacred fire to avenge our wrongs ; and were 
I to hear him charged in his absence with British 
influence, I should repel it, notwithstanding he 
has told us, in a prideful manner, that he had de- 
scended from British ancestors; that, from a 
Shakspeare he had formed his taste, from a Locke 
his mind, from a Chatham his polities, from 
a Sydney his patriotism, from a Tillotson his 
religion. Mr. Speaker, had I been that honor- 
able member, I should have boasted a nobler 
line of ancestry ; I should have claimed my 
descent from the beardless Powhatan, and the 
immortal Pocahontas ; and I should have taken 
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as models, from my own State, a Henry for my | 
eloquence, a Jefferson for my politics, a Wash- |! 
ington for my patriotism, and a Madison, or ra- 
ther the Oracles of Revelation, for my religion. 
But, sir, ] am myself so much a Roman, that I 
can truly say, in their language, 
“ Aut genus aut proavos, aut qua non fecimus ipse, 
vix ea nostra voco.” 
“ Honor and shame from no condition rise, H 
Act well your part, there all the honor lies.” | 


Sir, the charge of foreign influence, and the re- 
crimination of one political party by the other, 
are unpleasant things. I should rejoice to see 
the curtain of oblivion drawn over them, and all 
uniting under the nobler distinction of American. 

I, sir, feel it due to the Federalists of Maryland 
to declare that, when the outrage was committed 
on the Chesapeake, they expressed an equal zeal 
to avenge the wrong, and to volunteer their ser- 
vices under the standard of their common coun- 
try. Nor, sir, can I, from the pleasing aspect this 
House presented when acting on the first resolu- 
tion, feel a doubt that they will, on all proper oc- 
casions, zealously co-operate in protecting the 
solid interests of this country, to which their des- 
tinies are committed. 

‘Sir, I sincerely regret that the gentleman from 
Virginia should treat, with so much freedom, that ! 
class of society, which, in case of a wat, must | 
make the standing army. It was illy calculated 
to aid the recruiting service, to call them “ the 
scourings of the seaports, to be collected by the 
scavengers of the army,” “the engines of despot- 
ism,” ever dangerous to liberty. This could 
have no good effect. That there is a mixed soci- 
ety in the seaports I admit—adventurers from all 
nations—but the great mass of our people are truly 
respectable; and I trust the honesty of their prin- 
ciples is not to be measured by any standard of | 
wealth. The usual bounty and pay, with the 
160 acres of land, and the love of their country, 
will induce our respectable young men to enlist ; 
they will never suffer those rights, their inkeri- 
tance, purchased by the blood of their fathers of 
the Revolution, to be lost by the degeneracy of their 
sons. I wish gentlemen, when they speak of the 
soldiery, would recollect how they came into this 
House, and by whose blood the independence of 
the United States was purchased. Sir, if they 
will examine their own history, they will find that 
the tax in blood was paid by the poor in the ra- 
tio of sixty-four to four, the number of privates 
when compared with the officers; and, indeed, 
they will find that many of the best officers were 
poor. Sir, we know many of the privates of that 
army who are now among the most respectable 
of our citizens. 

‘Sir, have we forgotten the disinterested patriot- 
ism of a Paulding, a Williams, and a Vanwert, 
who conducted Andre to the gibbet? They were 
poor, but honest—gold could not corrupt them. 

Mr. Speaker, the same patriotism that inspired ! 
their fathers, yet inspires their sons. We have, 


-With national pride, seen a Somers, a Wads- | 


worth, and an Israel, to liberate their brothers in | 


arms from Turkish slavery, perform a prodigy of 
valor unexampled in the pages of history. It has 
been honorably recorded in the archives of Con- 
gress; and their monuments in the Navy Yard will 
ever be dear to American seamen, and an evidence 
of the magnanimity of the naval officers who at 
their own expense erected them, and who, in a 
war for their impressed brother tars, E have no 
doubt would distinguish themselves whenever an 
occasion presented itself. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Virginia 
could he be reconciled to a war and a regular 
army, would have, as he tells us, insuperable dif- 
ficulties on account ofa commander-in-chief. He 
says we have no WasaINGTON, and that our pres- 
ent chieftain is an acquitted felon. Sir, our Wasa- 
INGTON was little known at the commencement 
of the Revolution, nor after he was known could 
his distinguished character secure him against 
intrigues to remove him from the command of 
the Army}; however, they fortunately failed. I 
am truly sorry, sir, that the delicacy of the situa- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia, and the more 
delicate situation of General Wilkinson, (now 
undera trial by a court martial,) had not restrained 
his invectives. In such a case the press is muz- 
zled, nor ought such freedom of speech to be in- 
dulged in this House. 

I hope I shall be excused for presenting the 
resolutions of that Congress, who were distin- 
guished in history as “a constellation of worth- 
les,” testing the early, the active, and distinguish- 
ed services of General Wilkinson, a native of Ma- 
ryland, with whom I have long been acquainted. 
In November 6, 1777, it was 

“ Resolved, That Colonel James Wilkinson, Adjutant 
General of the Northern Army, in consideration of his 
services in that department, and being strongly recom- 
mended by General Gates, as a gallant officer, and a 
promising military genius ; and having brought the des- 
patches to Congress giving an account of the surrender 
of Lieutenant General Burgoyne and his army, on the 
17th October last, be continued in his present employ- 
ment, with a brevet of Brigadier General of the Army 
of the United States.” 

In November 6, 1778, Congress proceeded to the 
election of a Secretary to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, and, the ballots being taken, James 
Wilkinson, Esq., was elected. Again, on the 6th 
March, 1778, we find this record of his patriotism 
and magnanimity: 

‘ A letter of the 3d, from James Wilkinson, was read, 
setting forth, ‘that he is informed the marked distinc- 
tion conferred on him has occasioned a dissatisfaction 
in the Army; that, ‘to obviate any embarrassment 
that may result from the disposition by the consequent 
resignation of officers of merit, he begs leave to relin- 
quish his brevet of Brigadier, wishing to hold no com- 
mission, unless he can wear it to the honor and advan- 
tage of his country; and that his conduct, however 
repugnant to fashionable ambition, he finds consistent 
with those principles for which he early drew his sword 
in the present contest.” 

“ Resolved, That his resignation be accepted.” 

Here is a record of his having distinguished 
himself in his early youth, in the opinion of Con- 


gress, who presented him a sword, which he wore l 
with distinction to the end of the war. | 

Mr. Speaker, we find him afterwards in the con- 
fidence of the great Wasuineron, when Presi- 
dent of the United States, whose penctration and 
knowledge of him taught him to appreciate his 
worth; whose confidence he retained til] his death. 
We find him in the confidence of every Admin- 
istration—the favorite of his country—until he 
nipped Burr’s treason in the bud, and had brought 
the traitor nearly to the gibbet, and had sent on 
a number of choice spirits, connected with him 
in the work of treason, to be dealt with according 
to their crimes—an offence of too deep a dye ever 
to be forgiven by them and their powerful friends. 
Hence, although he received the approbation of 
his Government, and the plaudits of a grateful 
country, he drew down upon himself a train of 
persecutors and slanderers, of whose history you 
are well informed; of whom I have no hesitation 
in saying, that, if they were prosecuted for their 
forgeries and perjuries with half the zeal that he 
has been persecuted, I really believe would not be} 
called acquitted felons. Sir, was the gentleman 
from Virginia correctly informed on the subject, 
such are my impressions of his magnanimity and 
justice. that he would be enrolled with the friends 
of the General, and that he would consign his per- ! 


secutors and accusers to the obloquy they so justly į 
merit. | 

But, sir, from a militia of nearly eight hundred | 
thousand, we ean never be ata loss to create a’ 
regular army of thirty or forty thousand; nor, sir, 
can our liberties ever be endangered by that army, į 
while we have an armed militia of seven hundred | 
thousand, composed at least of as good materials ; | 
nor, sir, can we be at a loss for a commander of ! 
that army, even should General Wilkinson be 
slandered out of the confidence of the nation. We 
certainly have patriots and soldiers of talent and 
enterprise, who would have the confidence of the 
nation, and who would lead her Army to honor 
and glory, and crown their arms with success. 

Mr. Cacuown, after stating his desire to give 
his support to the report of the committee of 
which he was a member, moved an adjournment 
on account of the lateness of the hour; which 
was carried. 


Tuurspay, December 12. 


Mr. MrroniLL presented a petition of Jacob 
Schieffelin and Son, of the city of New York, 
druggists, praying permission to import merchan- 
dises from the British island of Gaudaloupe, to 
the amount of debts owing to them by inhabitants 
of said island. 

Mr. M. also presented a petition of Ogden and 
Harrison, merchants, of the city of New York, 
praying a special license to import from Great | 
Britain a quantity of brass wire, to be used in the | 
manufactory of pins,and in machinery for draw- | 
ing wire. ! 

Mr. M. also presented a petition of Jabez Har- | 
rison, merchant, of the city of New York, pray- | 
ing permission to import from St. Johus, in the | 
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British province of New Brunswick, sundry mer- 
chandises, the sole property of the petitioner. 
Mr. M. also presented a petition of sundry ship 
owners, and inhabitants of the city of New York, 
praying that the non-importation act of the see- 
ond of March last, may be so altered or amended 
as to permit vessels returning from Great Britain, 
to ballast with coal instead of earth and stone, 


‘which they are compelled, under the existing 


conditions of the said act, to use.—Referred sev- 
erally to the Committee of Commerce and Man- 
ufactares. 

The SPEAKER presented two petitions from the 
Legislative Council and House of Representa- 
tives of the Mississippi Territory; one praying 
for an extension of the time for completing the 
payments on pre-emption rights to lands; the 
other praying that the said Territory may be 
erected into a State and admitted into the Union. 


; —Laid on the table. 


The third reading of the bill from the Senate. 
“ for the relief of Thomas O’Bannon,” was called 
for; when it was ordered to lie on the table. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Mr. Catuoun.—Mr. Speaker: I understood the 


i opinion of the Committee of Foreign Relations 


differently from what the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Ranpotpa) has stated to be his im- 
I certainly understood that committee 
as recommending the measures now before the 


i House as a preparation for war; and such in fact 


was its express resolve, agreed to, I believe, by 
I do not 


attribute any wilful misstatement to him, but 


consider it the effect of inadvertency or mistake. 
Indeed, the report could mean nothing but war or 
empty menace. I hope no member of this House 
is in favor of the latter. A bullying, menacing 
system has everything to condemn and nothing 
to recommend it; in expense, it is almost as con- 
siderable as war; it excites contempt abroad, and 
destroys confidence at home. Menaces are serious 
things; and, if we expect any good from them, 
they ought to be resorted to with as much caution 
and seriousness as war itself, and should, if not 
successful, be invariably followed by it. It was 
not the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. GRUNDY) 
that made this a war question. The resolve con- 
templates an additional regular force; a measure 
confessedly improper but as a preparation for war, 
but undoubtedly necessary in that event. Sir, I 
am not insensible of the weighty importance of 
this question, for the first time submitted to this 
House, as a redress of our long list of complaints 
against one of the belligerents; but, according to 
my mode of thinking on this subject, however 
serious the question, whenever I am on its afiirm- 
ative side, my conviction must be strong and un- 
alterable. War, in this country. ought never to 
be resorted to but when it is clearly justifiable 
and necessary ; so much so, as not to require the 
aid of logie to convince our reason, nor the ardor 
of eloquence to inflame our passions. There are 
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many reasons why this country should never re- 
sort to it but for causes the most urgent and ne- 
cessary. It is sufficient that, under a Govern- 
ment like ours, none but such will justify it in 
the eye of the nation; and were I not satisfied 
that such is the present case, [certainly would be 
no advocate of the proposition now before the 
House. 

Sir, [ might prove the war, should it ensue, 
justifiable, by the express admission of the gentle- 
man from Virginia; and necessary, by facts un- 
doubted and universally admitted, such as that 
gentleman did not pretend to controvert. The 
extent, duration, and character of the injuries re- 
ceived; the failure of those peaceful means here- 
tofore resorted to for the redress of our wrongs, is 
my proof that it is necessary. Why should I meh- 
tion the impressment of our seamen ; depredation 
on every branch of our commerce, including the 
direct export trade, continued for years,and made 
under laws which professedly undertake to regu- 
late our trade with other nations; negotiation 
resorted to time after time, till it is become hope- 
less; the restrictive system persisted in to avoid 
war, and in the vain expectation of returning jus- 
tice? The evil still grows, and in each succeed- 
ing year swells in extent and pretension beyoad 
the preceding. The question, even in the opinion 
and admission of our opponents, is reduced to this 
single point—which shall we do, abandon or de- 
fend our own commercial and maritime rights, 
and the personal liberties of our citizens employ- 
ed in exercising them? These rights are essen- 
tlally attacked, and war is the only means of re- 
dress. The gentleman from Virginia has sug- 
gested none—unless we consider the whole of his 
speech as recommending patient and resigned 
submission as the best remedy. Sir, which alter- 
native this House ought to embrace, it is not for 
me to say. I hope the decision is made already, 
by a higher authority than the voice of any man. 
It is not for the human tongue to instill the sense 
of independence and honor, This is the work of 
hature—a generous nature, that disdains tame 
submission to wrongs. 

This part of the subject is so imposing, as to 
enforce silence even on the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. He dared not to deny his country’s wrongs, 
or vindicate the conduct of her enemy. 

Only one point of that gentleman’s argument 
had any, the most remote, relation to this point. 
He would not say we had not a good cause of 
war, but insisted that it was our duty to define 
that cause. If he means that this House ought, 
at this stage of the proceeding, or any other, to 
enumerate such violations of our rights,as we are 
willing to contend for, he prescribes a course 
which neither good sense or the usage of nations 
Warrants. When we contend, let us contend for 
all our rights; the doubtful and the certain, the 
unimportant and essential, It is as easy to strug- 
gle, or even more so, for the whole as a part. At 
the termination of the contest, secure all that our 
wisdom and valor and the fortune of the war will 
permit. This is the dictate of common sense; 
such also is the usage of nations. The single in- 
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stance alluded to, the endeavor of Mr. Fox to 
compel Mr. Pitt to define the object of the war 
against France, will not support the gentleman 
from Virginia in his position. That was an ex- 
traordinary war for an extraordinary purpose, 
and could not be governed by the usual rules. 
It was not for conquest, or for redress of injury, 
but to impose a Government on France, which 
she refused to receive; an object so detestable, 
that an avowal dare not be made. Sir, here I 
might rest the question. The affirmative of the 
proposition is established. I cannot but advert, 
however, to the complaint of the gentleman from 
Virginia the first time he was up on this question. 
He said he found himself reduced to the necessity 
of supporting the negative side of the question, 
before the affirmative was established. Let me 
tell that gentleman, that there is no hardship in 
his case. Itis not every affirmative that ought 
to be proved. Were I to affirm the House is now 
in session, would it be reasonable to ask for proof ? 
He who would deny its truth, on him would be 
the proof of so extraordinary a negative. How, 
then, could the gentleman, after his admissions, 
with the facts before him and the nation, com- 
plain? The causes are such as to warrant, or 
rather make it indispensable in any nation not 
absolutely dependent to defend its rights by force. 
Let him, then, show the reasons why we ought 
not so to defend ourselves. On him, then, is the 
burden of proof. This he has attempted; he has 
endeavored to support his negative. Before I 
proceed to answer the gentleman particularly, let 
me call the attention of the House to one cireum- 
stance: that is, that almost the whole of his argu- 
ments consisted of an enumeration of evils al- 
ways incident to war, however just and necessary; 
and that, if they have any force, it is calculated 
tu produce unqualified subinission to every spe- 
cies of insult and injury. I do not feel myself 
bound to answer arguments of the above descrip- 
tion; andif Ishould touch on them, it will be 
only incidentally, and not for the purpose of se- 
rious refutation. The first argument of the gen- 
tleman which I shall notice, is the unprepared 
state of the country. Whatever weight this ar- 
gument might have, in a question of immediate 
war, it surely has little in that of preparation for 
it, If our country is unprepared, let us remedy 
the evil as soon as possible. Let the gentleman 
submit his plan; and, if a reasonable one, I doubt 
not it will be supported by the House. But, sir, 
let us admit the fact and the whole force of the 
argument, I ask whose is the fault? Who has 
been a member for many years past, and has seen 
the defenceless state of his country even near 
home, under his own eyes, without a single en- 
deavor to remedy so serious an evil? Let him 
not say “| have acted in a minority.” dt is no 
less the duty of the minority than a majority to 
endeavor to serve our country. For that purpose 
we are sent here, and not fur that of opposition. 
We are next told of the expenses of the war, and 
that the people will not pay taxes. Why not? 
Is ita want of capacity? What, with one mii- 
‘lion tons of shipping, a trade of near $100,090,000, 
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manufactures of $150,000,000, and agriculture of 
thrice that amount, shall we be told the country | 
wants capacity to raise and support ten thousand | 
or fifteen thousand additional regulars? No; it: 
has the ability, that is admitted; but will it not: 
have the disposition? Is not the course a just 
and necessary one? Shall we, then, utter this j 
libel on the nation? Where will proof be found 
of a fact so disgraceful? It is said, in the history 
of the country twelve or fifteen years ago. The 
case isnot parallel The ability of the country is | 
greatly increased since. ‘The object of that tax 
was unpopular. But on this, as well as my 
memory and almost infant observation at that 
time serve me, the objection was not to the tax, 
or its amount, but the mode of collection. The 
eye of the nation was frizhtened by the number 
of officers; its love of liberty shocked with the | 
multiplicity of regulations. We, in the vile spirit 
of imitation, copied from the most oppressive part 
of European laws on that subject, and imposed 
ona young and virtuous nation all the severe | 
provisions made necessary by corruption and long 
growing chicane. If taxes should become neces- 
sary, I do not hesitate to say the people will pay 
cheerfully. Itis for their Government and their 
cause, and would be their interest and duty to 
pay. But it may be, and I believe was said, that 
the nation will not pay taxes, because the rights 
violated are not worth defending, or that the de- 
fence will cost more than the profit. Sir, I here 
enter my solemn protest against this low and 
“calculating avarice” entering this hall of legis- 
lation. It is only fit for shops and counting- | 
houses, and ought not to disgrace the seat of 

sovereignty by its squalid and vile appearance. 

Whenever it touches sovereign power, the nation 

is ruined. It is too short-sighted to defend itself. | 
It is an unpromising spirit, always ready to yield 
a part to save the balance. It is too timid to 
have in itself the laws of self-preservation. It is 
never safe hut under the shield of honor. Sir, I 
only know of one principle to make a nation great, 
to produce in this country not the form but real 
spirit of union, and thatis, to protect every citizen 
in the lawful pursuit of his business, He will 
then feel that he is backed by the Government; 
that its arm is his arms; and will rejoice in its 
inereased strength and prosperity. Protection 
and patriotism are reciprocal. This is the road 
that all great nations have trod.. Sir, I am not 
versed in this calculating policy; and will not, 
therefore. pretend to estimate in dollars and cents 
the value of national independence, or national 
affection. I cannot dare to measure, in shillings 
and pence, the misery, the stripes, and the slavery 
of our impressed seamen; nor even to value our 
shipping, commercial, and agricultural losses, un- | 
der the Orders in Council and the British system 
of blockade. I hope I have not condemned any 
prudent estimate of the means of a country, be- 
fore itentersona war. Thisis wisdom, the other 
folly. Sir, the gentleman from Virginia has not 
failed to touch on the calamity of war; that fruit- 
ful source of declamation, by which pity becomes 
the advocate of cowardice; but I know not what 


their patience and benevolence, however great, 
will be exhausted; that the calamity of war will 
ensue; and that they, in the opinion of wounded 
humanity, will be answerable for all its devasta- 


ticn and misery. Let melting pity, a regard to 
the interest of humanity, stay the hand of injus- 
tice, and, my life on it, the gentleman will not 
find it difficult to call off his country from the 
bloody scenes of war. 

We are next told of the danger of war! I be- 
lieve we are all ready to acknowledge its hazard 
and accidents; but I cannot think we have any 
extraordinary danger to contend with, at least so 
much as to warrant an acquiescence in the inju- 
ries we have received. On the contrary, 1 believe 
no war can be less dangerous to internal peace, 
or national existence. But, we are told of the 
black population of the South. As far as the gen- 
tleman from Virginia speaks of his own personal 
knowledge, J will not pretend to contradict him ; I 
only regret that such is the dreadful state of his 
particular part of the country. Of the Southern 
section, I too have some personal knowledge, and 
ean say that, in South Carolina, no such fears in 
any part are felt. But, sir, admit the gentleman’s 
statement; willa war with Great Britain increase 
the danger? Will the country be less able to re- 

ress insurrection? Had we anything to fear 
rom that quarter, which I sincerely disbelieve, in 
my opinion, the precise time of the greatest safety 
is during a war, in which we have no fear of in- 
vasion—then the country is most on its guard; 
our militia the best prepared; and standing force 
the greatest. Even in our Revolution no attempts 
were made by that portion of our populatian ; and 
however the gentleman may frighten himself 
with the disorganizing effects of French princi- 
ples, I cannot think our ignorant blacks have felt 
much of their baneful influence. I daresay more 
than one-half of them never heard of the French 
Revolution. But, as great as is the danger from 
our slaves, the gentleman’s fears end not there— 
the standing army is not less terrible to him. Sir, 
I think a regular force, raised for a period of ac- 
tual hostilities, cannot be called a standing army. 
There is a just distinction between such a force, 
and one raised as a peace establishment. What- 
ever may be the composition of the latter, I hope 
the former will consist of some of the best mate- 
rials of the country. The ardent patriotism of 
our young men, and the reasonable bounty in 
land, which is proposed to be given, will impel 
them to join their country’s standard and to fight 
her battles; they will not forget the citizen in the 
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soldier, and, in obeying their officer, learn to con- 
temn their Constitution. In our officers and sol- 
diers we will find patriotism no less pure and ar- 
dent than in the private citizen; but, if they 
should be depraved, as represented, what have we 
to fear from twenty-five or thirty thousand reg- 
ulars? Where will be the boasted militia of the 
gentleman?’ Can one million of militia be over- 
powered by thirty thousand regulars? If so, how 
can we rely on them against a foe invading our 
country ? Sir, Ihave no such contemptuous idea 
of our militia—their untaught bravery is suffi- 
cient to crush all foreign and internal attempts 
on their country’s liberties. But we have not yet 
come to the end of the chapter of dangers. The 
gentleman’s imagination, so fruitful on this sub- 
ject, conceives that our Constitution is not cal- 
culated for war, and that it cannct stand its rude 
shock. This is rather extraordinary—we must 
depend upon the pity or contempt of other na- 
tions, for our existence. The Constitution, it 
seems, has failed in its essential part, “to provide 
for the common defence.” No, says the gentle- 
man from Virginia, it is competent for a defen- 
sive, but not an offensive war. lt is not neces- 
sary for me to expose the error of this opinion. 
Why make the distinction in this instance ? Will 
he pretend to say, that this is an offensive war; a 
war of conquest? Yes, the gentleman has dared 
to make this assertion; and for reasons no less 
extraordinary than the assertion itself. He says, 
our rights are violated on the ocean,and that these 
violations affect our shipping, and commercial 
rights, to which the Canadas have no relation. 
The doctrine of retaliation has been much abused 
of late by an unnatural extension; we have now 
to witness a new abuse. The gentleman from 
Virginia has limited it down toa point. By his 
system, if you receive a blow on the breast, you 
dare not return it on the head; you are obliged 
to measure and retarn it on the precise point on 
which it was received. If you do not proceed 
with mathematical accuracy, it ceases to be just 
self-defence; it becomes an unprovoked attack. 
In speaking of Canada, the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia introduced the name of Montgomery with 
much feeling and interest. Sir, there is danger 
in that name tothe gentleman’s argument. It is 
sacred to heroism! Itis indignant of submission! 
This calls my memory back to the time of our 
Revolution; to the Congress of °74 and 775. 
Supposing a speaker of that day had risen and 
urged all the arguments which we have heard on 
this subject; had told that Congress, “ your con- 
test is about the right of laying a tax; and that 
the attempt on Canada had nothing to do with 
it: that the war would be expensive; that dan- 
ger and devastation would overspread our coun- 
try,and that the power of Great Britain was 
irresistible.” With what sentiment, think you 
would such doctrines have been received ? Hap- 
py for us, they had no force at that period of 
our country’s glory. Had they been then acted 
on, this Hall would never have witnessed a great 
nation convened to deliberate for the general 
good; a mighty empire, with prouder prospects 
12th Con. Ist Sess.—16 


that any nation the sun ever shone on, would not 
have risen in the West. No; we would have been 
vile, subjected colonies; governed by that impe- 
rious rod which Great Britain holds over her dis- 
tant provinces. 

Sir, said Mr. C., the gentleman from Virginia 
attributes preparation for war to everything but 
its true cause. He endeavored to find it in the 
probable rise of the price of hemp. He repre- 
sents the people of the Western States as willing 
to plunge our country into war for such base and 
precarious motives, I will not reason on this 
point. I see the cause of their ardor, not in such 
base motives, but in their known patriotism and 
disinterestedness. No less mercenary is the rea- 
son which he attributes to the Southern States, 
He says, that the non-importation act has reduced 
cotton to nothing, which has produced a feverish 
impatience. Sir, I acknowledge the cotton of 
our farms is worth but little; but not for the 
cause assigned by the gentleman from Virginia. 
The people of that section do not reason as he does; 
they do not attribute it to the efforts of their Gov- 
ernment to maintain the peace and independence 
of their country; they see in the low price of the 
produce, the hand of foreign injustice; they know 
well, without the market to the Continent, the 
deep and steady current of supply will glut that 
of Great Britain ; they are not prepared for the 
colonial state to which again that Power is en- 
deavoring to reduce us. The manly spirit of 
that section of our country will not submit to be 
regulated by any foreign Power, The love of 
France and the hatred of England has also been 
assigned us the cause of the present’ measure. 
France has not done us justice, says the gentle- 
man from Virginia, and how can we without 
partiality resist the aggressions of England? I 
know, sir, we have still cause of complaint 
against France; but it is of a different character 
from those against England. She professes now 
to respect our rights, and there cannot be a rea- 
sonable doubt but that the most objectionable 
parts of her decrees, as far as they respect us, are 
repealed. We have already formally acknowl- 
edged ‘this to be a fact. I, however, protest 
against the whole of the principles on which this 
doctrine is founded. Itis a novel doctrine, and 
nowhere to be found out of this House, that you 
cannot select your antagonist without being 
guilty of partiality. Sir, when two invade your 
rights you may resist both or either, at your plea- 
sure. [Ít is regulated by prudence and not by 
right. The stale imputation of partiality to 
France is better calculated for the columns of a 
newspaper than for the walls of this House. I 
ask, in this particular, of the gentleman from 
Virginia, but for the same measure which he 
claims for himself, That gentleman is at a loss 
to account for, what he calls, our hatred to Eng- 
land. He asks, how can we hate the country of 
Locke, of Newton, Hampden, and Chatham; a 
country having the same language and customs 
with ourselves, and descending from a common 
ancestry. Sir, the laws of human affections are 
uniform. If we have so much to attach us to 
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be found in continued and unprovoked insult and 
injury. A cause so manifest that the gentleman 
from Virginia had to exert much ingenuity to 
overlook it. But, sir, here I think the gentleman, 
in his eager admiration of that country, has not 
been sufficiently guarded in his argument. Has 
he reflected on the cause of that admiration? 
Has he examined the reasons of our high regard 
for her Chatham ? It is hisardent patriotism ; the 
heroic courage of his mind that could not brook 
the least insult or injury offered to his country, 
but thought that her interest and honor ought 
to be vindicated at every hazard and expense. 

I hope, when we are called on to admire, we 
shall also be asked to imitate. I hope the gen- 
tleman does not wish a monopoly of those great 
virtues to remain to that nation. The balance 
of power has also been introduced as an argu- 
ment for submission. England is said to bea 
barrier against the military despotism of France. 
There is, sir, one great error in our legislation. 
We are ready enough to protect the interest of 
the States; and it should seem from this argu- 
mient to watch over those of a foreign nation, 
while we grossly neglect our own immediate 
concerns. This argument cf the balance of power 
is well calculated tor the British Parliament, but 
not at all fitted tothe American Congress. Tell 
them that they have to contend with a mighty 
Power, and that if they persist in insult and injury 
to the American people, they will compel them 
to throw the whole weight of their force into the 
scale of their enemy. Paint the danger to them, 
and if they desist from injury, we, I answer for 
it, will not disturb the balance. But it is absurd 
for us to talk of the balance of power, while they 
by their conduct smile with contempt at our 
simple good-natured policy. If, however, in the 
contest, it should be found that they underrate 
us, which I hope and believe, and that we can 
affect the balance of power, it will not be diffi- 
cult for us to obtain such terms as our rights de- 
mand. I, sir, will now conclude by adverting 
to an argument of the gentleman from Virginia 
used in debate on a preceding day. He asked 
why not debate war immediately. The answer 
is obvious: because we are not yet prepared. But, 
says the gentleman, such language as is here 
held will provoke Great Britain te commence hos- 
tilities. [have no such fears. She knows well 
that such a course would unite all parties here; 
a thing which above all others she most dreads. 
Besides, such has been our past conduct, that she 
will still calculate on our patience and submis- 
sion till war is actually commenced. 

Mr. Desua said—Mr. Speaker, the report of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, of which 
the resolution now under consideration forms a 
part, is not what I thought would have been the 
most advisable to adopt, in order to meet the emer- 
gency ; not that I was for immediate war, as we 


are unprepared for that event; but, sir, in addi- 
ticn to the force recommended, and authorizing 
the arming the merchant vessels, I was for adopt- 
ing the convoy system. But, sir, as the report is 
ofa character different from the temporizing pol- 
icy heretofore pursued, and one, if not decisive in 
itself, which will lead to something decisive ; and 
as I am now perfectly satisfied, that it is the in- 
tention of the Government to follow it up by ul- 
terior measures, calculated to prove the necessity 
of these preparatory steps, and as union, under ex- 
isting circumstances, is all important, as one of 
the committee I am bound to give it my support. 

Sir, discovering no disposition on the part of 
Britain to relax in her Orders in Council, to cease 
her oppression, or to make restitution for the dam- 
ages we have sustained; but on the contrary, a 
manifest disposition to persist in her lawless ag- 
gressions, it therefore becomes necessary not to 
depend any longer on countervailing restrictive 
systems, but to adopt something of a character 
more energetic, and more congenial to the wishes 
of the American people. Sir, while I thought 
there was the most distant probability of obtain- 
ing justice by peace measures, I was an advocate 
for peace; but, sir, when I see not the least pros- 
pect of a revocation of her destructive Orders 
in Council, of the releasement of our impressed 
countrymen, a relinguishment of the principle of 
imipressment, nor restitution for damages, I am for 
assuming a war attitude—consequently shall vote 
for the report of the committee, because I believe 
the force there contemplated will be an efficient 
force, and adequate to the purposes intended, to 
wit, the subjugation of the British North Amer- 
ican Provinces. 

Sir, to enumerate the aggressions committed 
on our rights by Britain, the depredations on our 
commerce, the murder and impressment of our 
countrymen, and the indignities offered our flag. 
would be taking up your time unnecessarily— 
particularly sir, as those enormities must be recent 
in the mind of every member present; and as it is 
time to lay aside the war of words and proceed to 
actions, I shall not detain you long with any re- 
marks of mine. 

Sir, remonstrances against atrocities have been 
made in vain; experience has taught us nothing 
can be expected from negotiations. We have 
been negotiating for fifteen or twenty years, at an 
enormous expense, say nearly halfa million of 
dollars, and the causes of which we complained 
have regularly increased ; insult has been heaped 
upon injury, we have suffered ourselves to be buf- 
fetted, kicked, and treated with all kind of indig- 
nities with impunity. Yes, sir, insult has been 
the result of all late attempts at negotiation ; for 
instance, sir, Mr. Rose was sent for no other pur- 
pose than to gull the Government, and because 
Erskine was disposed to do us justice in part, he 
was recalled and disgraced. The conduct of the 
Copenhagen gentleman, Mr. Jackson, demonstra- 
ted that he was sent for the purpose of bullying 
the Government. And pray Mr. Speaker, what 
has Mr. Foster been sentfor? why, sir, in my 
opinion for no other purpose than to operate as 
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an opiate on the Government; to lull us to sleep. 
Asa proof of which, about the commencement 
of the session, a session convened by proclamation, 
which was naturally calculated to agitate the 
public miad, he comes forward with offers of rep- 
aration as he calls them, but which in my estima- 
tion is no more than a patch, caleulated to cover 
one corner of the wound the nation received, in 
that wanton and dastardly outrage, the attack on 
the Chesapeake; but, sir, in his soporifies I trust 
he will be disappointed. I have no hesitation in 
saying, that when the letters from this Minister 
to our Government are examined by the people, 
that independent of the arrogance bordering on in- 
solence, in which they are couched, so character- 
estic of that nation, they will have a different ef- 
fect from that of conciliation; the illiberal and 
disingenuous demands made preliminary to the 
revocation of the Orders in Council, will have a 
tendency to rouse the public mind ; they will be 
looked on with an indignant frown by all real 
Americans. 

Sir, we have been constantly annoyed, assaulted 
openly and insiduously ; we have been plundered, 
oppressed, and insulted; we thought it preferable 
to forbear while forbearance was possible, than to 
plunge into the evils of war, to redress the evil of 
plunder and partial and dastard-like outrage ; we 
judged it better to abandon the wealth which the 
afflictions of the world held out to the avidity of 
commercial speculation, and consequently with- 
drew from the ocean, by the adoption of the em- 
bargo—a measure of all others the best calculated 
to meet the then emergency, and which would, I 
have no hesitation in saying, have produced the 
desired effect if we had have had firmness enough 
to have adhered to it, and virtue and patriotism 
enough to have enforced it. But, sir, partyism 
was our ruin; it proved that we had as much to 
fear from our domestic enemies as our foreign 
foes, and apparently the greatest evil we had to 
apprehend was in falling a vietim to our own 
political dissensions, occasioned by the deeply laid 
plans of our deadly foe, Britain. Sir, during em- 
bargo times our domestic cnemies, encouraged by 
a proclamation issued under the authority of the 
King of England—TI say, sir, those minions of 
royalty concentrating in the East, talked of the vio- 
lation of laws as a virtue, they demoralized the 
community by raising the flood-gates of civil dis- 
order; they gave absolution to felons, and invited 
the commission of crimes by the omission of duty. 
But, sir, the day of retribution is (I trust) not far 
distant, when those among us who to gain the 
favor of our enemy have betrayed their country, 
willsink into insignificance and contempt ; the 
wages of iniquity will not shield them from due 
infamy. 

Well,sir, ina tremor, the embargo was laid aside, 
without the cause being removed for which it 
was adopted, and a non-intercourse substituted in 
its place, which was also removed without even 
giving it an experiment; and the causes of com- 
plaint not only existing, but regularly increasing. 
Then, sir, degradation. national abasement, began 
to stare us in the face; then, it was, sir, that we 


began not only to lose credit abroad, but respect 
at home. 

The act of May Ist, 1810, was the next mea- 
sure resorted to; which held out proposals to the 
two principal belligerents, that if either of them 
would rescind their orders or decrees destructive 
of our rights, against a given time, and the other 
party should fail to revoke within three months 
thereafter, that we would reinstate our restrictive 
system—that is, the non-im portation—against the 
party so failing to revoke. Sir, this act was not 
marked with that manly characterexpected among 
a nation of freemen; in fact it had the appear- 
ance of truckling to tyranny; but, however it was 
marked with the eharacter of pusillanimity, it 
proved that good may rise out of evil; not that 
Í viewed the revocation of the French decrees as 
arising from any good disposition the Freneh 
Emperor had towards us, but because it suited 
his interest and convenience. Well, sir, however 
grating to the feelings of freemen this act might 
have been, it was instrumental in bringing about 
a revocation of those obnoxious measures, the 
Berlin and Milan decrees. 

Sir, as to the revocation of those decrees, there 
are incontestable proofs, of such a nature that a 
man must be a sceptic indeed not to believe; but, 
sir, I will not detain you, by referring to the doc- 
uments for proofs, as they are in the hands of 
every member. The President’s proclamation is 
sufficient to establish the fact, agreeably to the 
actof May 1st,1810. But if doubts still remained, 
the circumstance of there not having been a single 
American vessel condemned in any of the conti- 
nental ports, since the first of November, 1810, 
must be satisfactory of the revocation of those 
decrees as far as they respect our neutral rights; 
consequently, under this compact, public faith 
stands pledged, as far as respects keeping up the 
non-importation—and sir, however impolitie the 
act was by which we were pledged, I am not for 
prostrating national faith. 

Well, sir, how has the other belligerent acted ? 
a Government that has been culogized by some 
gentlemen, and made out acomplete model of 
virtue, a nation great, virtuous, and magnanimous. 
Why, sir, Britain, after her repeated declarations 
that her blockading system, and Orders in Coun- 
cil, were only intended as retaliatory measures 
against her enemies, and should cease to operate 
on the date of the revocation of the Berlin and 
Milan decrees, still persists in her iniquitous Or- 
ders in Council,in which the blockading system is 
merged, notwithstanding the date of the revoca- 
tion of the French decrees took place upwards of 
a yearago. What do gentlemen think now of Brit- 
ish faith ? can they repose any longer implicit con- 
fidence in that corrupt Government? Certainly 
they ought not. Sir, henceforward we may con- 
sider British faith as proverbial as Carthageniaa 
faith. 

The report of the committee is not a recom- 
mendation of war, but it is what will unques- 
tionably lead to war, if our grievances are not re- 
dressed in.ashort time; itis in my estimation, an 
effectual force to answer the contemplated and 
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Sir, the present 
Military Establishment, when filled up, is about 
ten thousand; in addition to this, the committee 
considered that ten thousand regulars together 
with the fifty thousand volunteers would be an 
adequate force; but, sir, situated as we are, when 
war is inevitable, or an abandonment of our rights, 
and the prostration of national character, I would 
not stickle on a few thousand, as I consider it bet- 
ter to have a few thousand more than to have one 
man under the necessary number. And, sir, I 
would be willing to go further than is contempla- 
ted by the report; I would be willing to allow 
the volunteers a bounty in land in proportion to 
their time of service. Ihave said, sir, that the 
report of the committee would lead to war, and, 
sir, I would not be wortby of the name of a free- 
man of America, a friend to civil liberty, if I did 
not prefer war with all its accompanying evils to 
abject submission. 

Although Mr, Speaker, I believe, under exist- 
ing circumstances, a war attitude necessary, or 
at least preparatory steps calculated to meet that 
event; and although situated as we are, I am for 
the whole of our legitimate rights; yet sir, I 
would not be willing to involve the country in 
war, in defence of the extensive and circuitous 
carrying trade, separate from the other causes; 
that is, that we should become carriers for the 
whole world ; as Government receives no benefit 
from this circuitous carrying trade, only as it is 
calculated to aggrandize a few individuals engaged 
init. Ishould be for holding fast the claiin to 
the circuitous carrying trade, and would be will- 
ing to operate on our enemies by adopting coun- 
tervailing restrictive systems, But, sir, I would 
not be willing, that the good of the States, the 
good of the people, the agriculturists and mechan- 
ics, should be put at hazard to gratify the avarice 
and cupidity of a small class of men, who in fact 
may be called citizens of the world, attached to 
no particular country; any country is their coun- 
try where they can make the most money. But, 
sir, for what is an inherent right, for what I deem 
the legitimate, or necessary carrying trade, the 
liberty of carrying our productions to foreign 
markets, and with the return cargo, in which ag- 
riculture is particularly interested, I would fight 
in defence of. 

Str, we have come toa pretty pass indeed; 
for adopting raunicipal regulations we are threat- 
ened with retaliation. Mr. Foster has had the 
audacity to charge our Government with injustice, 
and after advising us to retrace our steps, says, 
that as our Government still persist in their in- 
jurious measures against the commerce of Great 
Britain, that his Royal Highness has been com- 
pelled to look to measures of retaliation; and, 
Mr. Speaker, they have retaliated with a ven- 
geance to it, by capturing and making prizes of 
all the American vessels coming within their 
grasp, hot excepting those on our own coast, and 
within our waters, Sir, can we tamely look on 
and see our citizens plundered, see our rights 
wrested from us; rights, ia the obtaining of which 


so much virtue was displayed, and for which so 
much blood was shed, during that sanguinary 
and remorseless war, carried on against us b 

Great Britain? Can we look on and see ourselves 
plundered, and thousands of our fellow-citizens 
impressed, taken from their lawful pursuits, car- 
ried into captivity, and ignominiously confined on 
board of British ships of war: subject to be in- 
carcerated, compelled ingloriously to fight for 
principles, inconsistent with justice, and repug- 
nant to the feelings of freemen ? 

Sir, our demands have been bottomed on jus- 
tice—peace has been our object, which has been 
manifested by the numberless sacrifices we have 
made; and, sir, it is to be lamented that in the 
prosecution of this laudable design, the injustice 
of our enemies has suspended our usual pursuits, 
and subjected our commerce to the rapacity of 
those invaders of our rights. But, sir, the cup 
of forbearance is exhausted ; itis time to sound 
the tocsin of alarm—to gird on our swords, to 
prepare for action. Sir, to step one step further 
without showing that spirit of resentment becom- 
ing freemen, would be to see national degrada- 
lion stare us in the face—weould be to acknowl- 
edge ourselves unworthy of self-government, to 
prepare for a state of vassalage. 

Mr. Speaker, by an examination of the corres- 
pondence between Mr. Foster and our Govern- 
ment, it will be found that an explicit demand 
has been made of the revocation of the Orders in 
Council by our Government, and a positive re- 
fusal on the part of Great Britain, or what is 
tantamount, Here, then, sir, we are completely 
at issue, and I know of no other way of deciding 
it than by battle or submission; which of the two 
will be resorted to by the National Councils, lam 
yet unable to determine ; but with the people, the 
former would be laid hold of with avidity, and 
supported with Spartan bravery. 

Sir, we have heard much of the expense of a 
war, and have been told that the people would 
not support you in it. What, sir, a country so 
extensive as America, so populous, abounding in 
wealth, and, I trust, the people patriotic, possess- 
ing a full share of national pride, and not be wil- 
ling to be at the expense of supporting their 
rights? This is,in my mind. a preposterous idea ; 
itis a kind of calculating policy that does not 
pervade this land of liberty. The people cannot 
estimate, in pounds, shillings, and pence, the value 
of national honor and rights: they are fond of 
peace, but honor and interest bind them to oppose 
oppression and defend their rights, independent 
of the consideration of expense; at least, I can 
vouch for those whom I have the honor to repre- 
sent—they are disposed to cherish economy as a 
principle of virtue in a Republic; but, sir, ata 
lime as perilous as the present, when our rights 
are invaded and our honor assailed, they would be 
willing that every shilling should be drawn from 
the public chests, every cent from private purses, 
rather than succumb to tyranny; they are deter- 
mined, at the risk of their lives and fortunes, 
to transmit to posterity, unsullied, those inesti- 
mable blessings of liberty and independence which 
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were achieved by the valorous actions of their 
ancestors. 

Sir, the most infatuated partisan of Great Brit- 
ain cannot but see in her conduct an unequi- 
vocal proof of the rapacious and vindictive policy 
which dictates her measures: all men must see 
that the flagrant injuries which we are now suf- 
fering from her, proceed from a general plan of 
piracy, from a disposition to ravish from us what- 
ever may contribute to their convenience, inde- 
pendent of national law. 

Mr. Speaker, this temporizing and vibrating pol- 
icy has had a tendency to unnerve patriotic ardor, 
and to paralyze the national energies. Sir, the 
destruction of our navigation and commerce; the 
annihilation of mercantile capital; the extinction 
of revenue—these would be minor evils. A few 

ears of security and exertion might repair them ; 
bat the humiliation of the American mind would 
be a lasting and mortal disease. Mental debase- 
ment is the greatest misfortune that can befall a 
people. The most pernicious consequence that a 
Government can experience, is a conquest over 
that just and elevated sense of itsown rights, which 
inspires a due sensibility to insult and injury, over 
that manly pride of character which prefers peril 
or sacrifice to the submission to oppression, and 
which considers national ignominy as the great- 
est of national calamities. Sir. as a respectable, 
numerous, and wealthy nation, Iam not sure but 
we have carried our moderation toa degree of 
criminality. Yet, sir, I acknowledge moderation 
in all Governments a virtue. In weak or young 
nations, it is often wise to take every chance by 
patience and address to divert hostility, and some- 
times to hold parley with insult and injury ; but, 
to capitulate with oppression, or to surrender to it 
at discretion, is, in any Government that has any 
power of resistance, as foolish as it is contempti- 
ble. Sir, the honor of a nation is its life. Delib- 
- erately to abandon it, is to commit an act of polit- 
ical suicide. 

Mr. Speaker, there is reason in the sentiment, 
avowed in the language of some, and betrayed by 
the conduct of others, that we ought to submit to 
oppression, or any kind of evils, rather than go to 
war with England; because, say gentlemen, she 
is fighting the battles of the world, and is keep- 
ing a more dangerous enemy from us; that, if we 
were to commit an act that would lead to war 
with Great Britain, we would have in a short time 
the tyrant of France upon us, and would soon be 
in as wretched a situation as the peninsula of 
Spain. This, in my opinion, is not only danger- 
ous. but dastardly doctrine. Sir, the people that 
can prefer disgrace to danger are prepared for a 
master, and deserve one; but, thank God, the peo- 
ple of America have not caught this panic; they 
are not so far lost to a sense of honor, or so desti- 
tute of patriotism, as to prefer submission, abject 
acquiescence, to oppression, to war. i 

Mr. Speaker, all attempts to bring about an am- 
icable adjustment of differences have failed. It 
would be folly in the extreme to depend upon 
negotiation any longer. We must determine on 
doing ourselves justice. There is no alternative 


left but to repel aggression and defend our rights. 
The resolution to do this is imposed on the Gov- 
ernment by a painful, but irresistible necessity. 
Then, sir, is it not necessary to adopt these pre- 
paratory measures, to be in readiness for not only 
defensive, but offensive operations? Then, I cali 
on the manly spirit of American virtue—on all 
those who are American at heart—to bury ani- 
mosities; to lay aside prejudices, which are not 
based on integrity and honor; to stand forth for 
| the honor and welfare of our common country; 
ito be the defenders of those inestimable rights 
achieved by the valor of the heroes of 1776. This 
is the time not to have it attributed to fear or 
baseness—the time for men of all parties to rally 
under the good old Whig standard. 

Sir, my view is, if an honorable adjustment of 
difference between this Government and the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain does not take place 
against next Spring, bya revocation of the Orders 
in Council, a releasement of our impressed Amer- 
ican seamen, together with a relinquishment of 
the principle of impressment and ample repara- 
tion for damages, that we grant letters of marque 
and reprisal, and, by a system of privateering, cut 
up their commerce; and, as I hope to see the day 
when the British will have no Halifax on this 
continent, to send captured American vessels to 
for adjudication and condemnation, that we make 
a descent on their North American possessions, 
by which we shall check their influence, particu- 
larly over the savages, by cutting off all commu- 
nication with those hostile barbarians on our 
borders. Sir, I am not so passive as to subscribe 
to the doctrine advanced yesterday in a lengthy 
harangue, which in substance amounts to a rec- 
ommendation of patience and resignation, as the 
remedy against oppression. I know that war is 
to be deprecated—that it ought to be made the 
last resort, so as to preserve national honor, which 
ought to be deemed paramount to every other 
consideration—but, sir, as I deprecate a state of 
war, Ihave never been taught to consider it the 
greatest of evils. Our ancestors did not consider 
it so: they not only broke to pieces the chains 
that were forging, but they cut asunder the ties 
which had bound them, and launched intoan ocean 
of uncertainty. Success crowned their efforts— 
they dispelled the thick clouds of oppression. and 
shook off the fetters of despotism—and, sir, have 
their descendants become so degenerate as to suffer 
them to be rivetted on again, by an abandonment 
of inherent rights, and truckling at the feet of 
Tyranny? Itrust not. I flatter myself that the 
National Councils will awaken from their polit- 
ical slumberings ; that they will act worthy of 
themselves, and up to the expectations of the 
people. 

Mr. Troup rose to make an effort to putan end 
to the debate; a debate in which the great mass 
of the House were enlisted on one side, against 
the solitary gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Ran- 
DOLPH) on the other. I trust, sir, the period has 
arrived when the House will feel itself bound, by 
the imperious calls of the country, to act, and to 
act promptly. Iam ready to go heart and hand 
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with the advocates of the resolution; all I ask 
is, that they will lead with prudence and discre- 
tion ; deliberate when deliberation is useful, act 
when action is necessary. But, if the spirit of de- 
bate, as in former times, has seized upon us; if 
idle verbiage and empty vociferation are to take 
the place of manly and energetic conduct, I enter, 
at this early stage of the proceeding, my solemn 
protest. I cannot, I will not, share the responsi- 
bility of this ruinous course. Indeed, sir, so con- 
scious do I feel of the evil~nay, of the danger to 
the country from the course which has been 
adopted, I shall be constrained to call for the pre- 
vious question, unless my friends shall interpose 
the more pleasant corrective, their own good 
sense, to stop it. I know. sir, they have been im- 
pelled by the most honorable sentiments, the most 
generous passions, patriotism, honor, zeal for their 
country, rage against her oppressors. They are 
good reasoners, they are eloguent—but of what 
avail is argument, of what avail is eloquence, to 
convince, to persuade. whom ? ourselves, the peo- 
ple? Sir, if the people are to be reasoned into a 
War now, it is too soon, much too soon, to begin 
it. If their Representatives here are to be led to 
it by the flowers of rhetoric, it is too soon, much 
too soon to begin it. 

When the honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Foreign Relations (Mr. Porter) reported 
the resolutions, I had hoped le would have made 
a motion to go into conclave, or, if that had not 
been deemed advisable, that at least the resolu- 
tions, when taken up with open doors, would have 
been treated as a system of defensive measures 
called for by the exigency of the times, and af- 
fording no just ground of complaint to any Power 
which might please to consider itself the object of 
them. Such a course would have been not less 
consistent with the report of the committee itself, 
than with the letter and spirit of the President's 
Message. The President himself would have 
been fortified by it. When the British Minister 
called, as he undoubtedly will, upon the Presi- 
dent, to demand the causes of these warlike pre- 
parations, he might have been answered: Sir, 
they are no other than what they purport on the 
face of them to be, a system of defence on the 
part of the American Government, called for by 
the state of the world ; or, if he pleased, he might 
have said, called for by the attitude which His 
Britannic Majesty had assumed, the propriety of 
which no nation had a right to question. But, 
instead of this, what had been done? Why, at 
the very outset, we have been told the measures 
were intended as measures of offensive hostility; 
that the army was to be raised to attack Canada ; 
nothing short of it; all the advocates of the reso- 
lution declared it. Now, sir, could a more public 
or formal declaration of war have been made? 
Contrary to the practice of all nations, we de- 
clare first and make preparation afterward. More 
magnanimous than wise, we tell the enemy when 
we will strike, where we will strike, and how 
we will strike! Do we mean a mere bravado? 
Impossible. No man who knows the advocates 
of the resolutions would suspect it; but we hope 


the enemy will recede; she may; but if she 
should not, let gentlemen look to the consequen- 
ces; let them look well to the character of that 
enemy: is he feeble, spiritless, destitute of re- 
sources, without courage, without honor? No, 
sir, with two hundred and fifty thousand regulars 
and all the munitions of war in store, his fleets 
and transports manned, equipped, and provision- 
ed; their sails bent to every wind, they ask but 
one hundred and twenty days to reinforce Quebec, 
to fortify Montreal, to guard the passes into Can- 
ada, to march the supernumeraries to Boston. 
Here we sit in idle debate. Sir, I do contend most 
seriously, that ten thousand regulars can march 
to Boston in defiance of the militia of Massachu- 
setts, well armed and organized as I know them to 
be. Well, sir, suppose this should happen, and 
more wonderful things have happened, what will 
be said? What will my friend from Virginia say 
to the first victims of the war? Why, he will 
say, “this is no war of mine, I exerted all my 
strength to turn these people from their mad and 
desperate career!’ The gentleman from Virginia 
exonerates himself from all responsibility by the 
very act of opposition; but, what can be said of 
us, the advocates of the resolution, to whom all 
responsibility attaches? That“ we had not fin- 
ished our war speeches !” that “we could not be- 
gin to raise men until we had finished them!” 
Sir, believe me, the people of this country want 
no such speeches; they will go to war, because 
they believe war is necessary to the preservation 
of their honor and substantial interest; they 
Want men and arms to defend them—not words, 
If gentlemen persevere in the debate, I will call 
the previous question. The safety of the State, 
after what has been said and done, demands it, 
and all considerations must yield to that. 

Mr. Macon considered the present, from the 
turn the debate had taken, the most important 
question which had come before the National 
Government for many years past, because it was 
evidently discussed as a war question, though the 
real question before the House, if adopted, did not 
declare war. It wasnot now a question by what 
means or by whose measures the nation was 
brought into its present situation; it must, how- 
ever, be satisfactory to all, that the Administra- 
tion has done everything that could have been ex- 
pected, to avoid the present crisis, and to keep the 
nation at peace. If the British Government would 
cease to violate our neutral and national rights, 
our difficulties would be at an end. It was no 
longer a question about the colonial carrying 
trade—that was at an end; because Great Britain 
might now be considered as possessing all the 
West India islands; and as we have now neither - 
sugar nor coffee to carry, she has determined to- 
execute with rigor her unjust orders against our 
carrying the productions of our own soil to any 
market except her own, or that of her allies. ‘This 
is attacking the best interest of the country; in- 
deed, it is taking the profits of both planter and 
merchant. Hence, none of our exports bring a 
price by which we can live, except flour; and that 
would be no better than any other article of ex- 
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port, was it not that Great Britain and her allies 
Spain and Portugal, want it for the support of 
their armies ; it is their wants, and the great diffi- 
culty of getting their wants supplied anywhere 
else, that keeps up the price of wheat. 

Notwithstanding these were his sentiments, he 
thought it would be going too far to consent, by 
the vote he was about to give, that he pledged 
himself to vote for any measure which the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations might hereafter bring 
forward. when he did not intend to vote for all 
the resolutions contained in the report which was 
now under consideration. Our affairs must now 
command the serious attention of every man in 
the nation. We must either prepare to maintain 
the right to carry our produce to what market we 
please, or to be content without a market ; to at- 
tempt another negotiation would be useless ; every 
effort has been made in that way that could be 
made. Indeed, no one has yet said that he wished 
another. He was as desirous of peace as he ever 
was; and if any plan shall be proposed by which 
the peace of the country can be preserved, and 
the right to export our native produce maintained, 
he should still prefer it to war; but if no such 

lan can be devised, he was willing to go to war 
for that right. He was also willing to declare the 
points to the nation for which we went to war, 
and rather than not succeed, he would carry it on 
for fifty years, and longer if necessary. He felt 
no hesitation in declaring, that he would not go 
to war to encourage the nation, or any part of it, 
to become manufacturers, (and it may not be 
amiss to observe that, from the day that this re- 
port was laid on the table, we have heard nothing 
about manufactures ;) nor would he go to war 
for the purpose of building a navy. He men- 
tioned this, because he had heard a good deal said 
of late about increasing the feet and building 
seventy-fuurs. If. therefure, it was to be a war 
either to encourage manufactures or to build a 
fleet, he should be opposed to it; he would rather 
remain us we areawhile longer, bad as our situa- 
tion is, than to stick these two set-fasts to the 
back of the nation, neither of which it could ever 
getclear of. A peace in Europe might free us 
from our present embarrassments, but from the 
other, once established, we can never expect to 
get free. 

He could not agree with the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Trour) that the House ought now, 
by the previous question, to put an end to the de- 
bate; on the contrary, he wished every member 
might have full time to deliver his sentiments on 
this great question ; for his part, he wished to hear 
the opinions of those who lived on the Eastern 
frontier ; he was gratified that several of the mem- 
bers of the Western had favored the Committee 
with theirs. He expressed this wish, because the 
part of the country which he represented was in 
the middle country, about the same distance from 
the mountains and the Atlantic ocean, in no dan- 
ger of being surprised or injured by any plunder- 
ing party ; but if the House was to do that which 
the gentleman from Georgia seemed to desire, it 
would do no good; because, if our object be to 
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invade Canada, it can scarcely be expected that 
this could be done with our utmost exertions by 
regular troops, hereafter to be raised, sooner than 
June or July. Hitherto, our proceedings have 
been carried on not only with good humor, but 
with great urbanity also ; to stop the debate, might 
have a tendency to change this, which no one 
would regret more than the gentleman himself. 
Before we raise an army, and provide it with 
everything necessary for marching,we have much 
todo. We have now no Washington to com- 
mand, and, since the days of Joshua, I have read 
of no such man; such men do not appear every 
century,and a thousand years will hardly produce 
one. lt is quite probable, except the Commander- 
in-Chief, as good or better appointments may be 
now made, than were made at the beginning of 
the Revolution; because there are now more men 
of experience in the country than there were at 
that time; and, also, because the men of talents 
and experience are much better known to the Na- 
tional Government now than they then were; 
besides the selection of officers, the wagons, carts, 
and provisions, are to purchase, and almost every 
other article necessary fora marching army. It 
may not be improper here to remark, that this is 
not a Government of confidence; and that, before 
we go too far, we ought, by some means or other, 
to know who is to command the Army. There 
cannot be much difficulty in this, especially as 
every department of the Government seems wil- 
ling to raise a force adequate to the purpose for 
which itis wanted. And here, sir, permit me to 
say, that I hope this is to be no party war, but a 
national war, in which every person in the na- 
tion may have a fair chance to participate in the 
honor and glory to be acquired in the field of bat- 
tle, and in defence of the rights of his country. 
Such a war, if war we shall have, can alone, in 
my judgment, obtain the end for which we mean 
to contend, without any disgrace. Before I sit 
down, it is proper for me to say, that I shall vote 
for the resolution now under consideration, but, 
in doing this, I give no pledge to vote for the 
number of men that has been mentioned in de- 
bate. Almost every number, from fifty thousand 
down to fifteen thousand, have been stated as the 
proper number to be raised; when these are com- 
pared with the number (ten thousand) mentioned 
by the chairman of the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, (and I understood him to say that was 
the number wanted by the Executive,) itappears 
more like guessing than calculating, The Ad- 
ministration, no doubt, know the number of troops 
in Canada and in all the American continental 
dominions of Great Britain; this is not known to 
the House—of course we ean do nothing but 
guess; and it is enough for me at present to vote 
the number which it has requested. If I should 
appear too cautious about voting men, it ought to 
be remembered that I voted for six thousand ad- 
ditional troops, under the belief that Great Brit- 
ain had made war upon us, and that afterwards 
the law raising them could not be repealed. 

One word as to what has been said about se- 
eret proceedings; they are useless, and experi- 
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the House adjourned. 


Fripay, December 13. 


Mr. Lewis presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of that part of Washington county, in 
the District of Columbia, lying west of Rock 
Creek, praying that the Levy Court of the said 
county may be empowered and authorized to levy 
county taxes on that portion of the county com- 
prehending the City of Washington.—Referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Lacock presented a petition of the mem- 
bers of the several Christian denominations, in 
the western parts of the United States, praying 
that the mails of the United States may not be 
carried, and that post offices may not be opened, 
on the Sabbath day.—Referred to the Postmaster 
General. 

Mr. Biacxiepes moved that the House do 
come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be prepared and laid before 
this House, a digest of the system of rules and regula- 
tions by which the regular troops of the United States 
are trained and disciplined. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. RanpDoLtrH moved that the House do now 
proceed to consider the report of the committec 
of conference, made the eleventh instant, together 
with the message from the Senate adhering to 
their amendments to the bill, “for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several 
States, according to the third enumeration ;” 
which was decided in the negative. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Dawson.— When weareabouttotake a step, 
to assume an attitude which must change all our 
foreign relations, and may produce a change inour 
political character, it becomes us to summon all 
our wisdom—to collect all our moderation and 
firmness, and to unite all our energies and exer- 
tions. It becomes us to be “neither rash or diffi- 
dent,” or, to use the language of one of the greatest 
men who ever lived in the tide of times, “ Immod- 
erate valor swells intoa fault, and fear admitted 
into public councils betrays like treason.” Such, 
sir, is the situation of the United States at this 
moment. We are about to take such a step—every 
sentiment therefore which can be offered demands 
its proportion of public attention, and renders that 
apology from me unnecessary, which, on any 
other occasion, common propriety would justify. 

After the select Committee on our Foreign Re- 
lations had made their report, it seemed to me to 


it has been given with promptness, with ability 
and with candor; and with that perspicuity which 
frees the mind from all doubt, as to the course 
which, in their judgment, we ought to pursue. 
And it now rests with us, sir, to determine whe- 
their we shall sanction their reeommendation— 
whether we shall adopt those measures necessary 
and preparatory to a war in which it is probabie 
our country will be engaged. Sir, in the course 
of my political life, it has been my duty to meet 
and to decide on some of the most important 
questions which have been agitated in our public 
councils, and deeply involving the best interests 
of our country; these duties I have performed 
with fidelity and without fear, and I pledge my- 
self never to depart from that line of conduct ; 
and, sir, at no period of my life, nor upon any 
occasion have I met any question with more se- 
rious deliberation and more undaunted firmness 
than I do the present. 

For several years past I have been an advocate 
for the adoption of every measure, the object of 
which was to place our country in a complete 
state of defence, and prepare us to meet any slate 
of things. I have thought, and do think that 
preparatory and vigorous measures are best cal- 
culated to maintain the dignity and secure the 
peace and happiness of our country—that to be 
prepared to meet danger is the best way to avert 
it. These preparations have not been carried to 
the extent which I have wished—and yet, sir, I 
am far from thinking that my country is in that 
feeble state which some genilemen seem willing 
to represent it. I feel myself authorized to state, 
that we have all the necessaries; all the imple- 
ments; all the munitions necessary for a three 
years’ close war against any force which any 
Power can send to this continent. 

All that we want, are men. No, sir, pardon 
the expression—all which we want is aa expres- 
sion of the will of the nation. Let this House, 
let the constituted authorities declare that will— 
let them declare “ The Republic to be in danger,” 
and thousands and tens of thousands of our fel- 
low citizens will rally round the standard of their 
country, resolved to support her rights, avenge 
her wrongs, or perish in her ruia. Yes, sir, 
should that awful moment ever arrive, which may 
Heaven avert !—should we be forced into a war 
in the defence of our just rights, I trust and be- 
lieve that there is not 4 man ın the nation, whose 
situation will permit, who will not be ready to 
march at his country’s call. No man more de- 
voutly prays for peace than Ido; no man depre- 
cates large standing armies in the time of peace 
more than I do—I consider them the bane of so- 
ciety and the danger of republics; but, sir, as 
peace, honorable peace is not always at our com- 
mand, they must be resorted to in time of war. 
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Mr. Speaker, we have heard much of expense | selves of passion. It was not a time to bow to 
of taxation and of economy. Sir, no man admires | the influence of improper feelings. They ought 
true economy more than I do—no man abhors | calmly and coolly meet the subject. They were 
that which goes to defeat itself more than I do. | to decide upon a question which was of no mo- 
The one is wisdom, the other folly ; and although | mentary nature. If they did go to war, it would 
I am an advocate for economy, and a rigid distri- | be a lasting war; and he agreed with the gen- 
bution of the public funds, and opposed to taxa- į tleman from Georgia, (Mr. Troup,) that if war- 
tion, yet, sir, there are times and circumstances, | speeches were necessary to bring the House to 
when considerations of that sort, when all minor | the sticking poiat, it was much too soon to begin 
considerations, must be subservient to what we | war. z 
owe the public—when to be freemen we must! He proposed to consider these resolutions as a 
cease to be misers. When the peace, the honor, | measure of hostility, according to the views of 
the independence of my country are threatened, | its advocates, and then as a measure of defensive 
rather than sacrifice, rather than endanger them, | preparations, agreeable to the spirit of Executive 
I would draw every cent from your public coffer, | recommendation, which was favorable to peace. 
every sous from your private purses; and this,| What were the objects of the war? To estab- 
Tam bold to say, is the undivided sentiment of | lish our neutral rights, to exempt our seamen 
those I have the honor to represent. | from impressment, the repeal of the Orders in 

Mr. Speaker, when I rose, it was not my inten- | Council. and of the blockades, and the security 
tion to go into the various reasons which will in- | of the American flag. What would he the effects 
duce me to vote in favor of that resolution, or to | of war, the tocsin of which was for the first time 
recapitulate the wrongs which urge its adoption; | sounded through the land? Our country had 
they have been fully stated in the report of the | been blessed by Providence with more than thirty 
committee itself, and to use its own words, “The | years of peace and plenty. The habits of the 
cold recital of wrongs, of injuries and aggressions | people were pacific. The trifling hostilities with 
known and felt by every member of this Union, ; England were of no consequence. But now the 
could have no other effect than to deaden the; yeomaury of the country were to be called to 
national sensibility and render the public mind | arms as if our own territory were to be invaded. 
callous to injuries with which it is already too | He sympathized with the sufferings of his im- 
familiar.” Nor, sir, do I mean to underrate or to | pressed and incarcerated fellow-citizens; but 
belittle the power and resources of the nation would a territorial war exempt them from im- 
with whom we shall probably be engaged, I | pressment? Would it establish our neutral rights? 
know her to be great and powerful, and that we | Certainly not. The way to enforce these rights 
shall find a foe not unworthy our sword. I know | was by a great maritime force, which the nation 
that our countrymen will be subjected to great ; were incompetent to raise and support. 
difficulties, hardships and dangers; but confiding | But the advocates of immediate war said that 
in the justice of our cause, and in their virtue and | if they could not obtain their objects by direct 
valor, | entertain no doubt of the result. hostility on the ocean, they could do it by a suc- 

Mr. Netson protested against the doctrine that | cedanewm—by the exercise of the lex talionis in 
in the vote he was about to give he should pledge | an indirect way. After issuing letters of marque, 
himself to the support of whatever ulterior meas- | they would resort to the invasion of the enemies’ 
ures the Committee of Foreign Relations might | territorial provinces. He contended that this 
choose to adopt. He was sensible that he should | would be inefficacious, aud maintained that to 
hazard the censure of his associates in the Re- : convert our merchants into privateers would be 
vublican cause by the observations he propused | to turn them loose upon the seas as highway rob- 
to submit. Nay. his Republican friends might: bers. They would not be competent to carry on 
have the audacity to denounce him as an apos- | a war in this way. They would have abandoned 
tate, but the people had intrusted him with their | their peaceful pursuits; they would accept a fra- 
dearest righis and interests, and he was resolved | ternal embrace of French subjects; fight side by 
to pursue these according to his best judgment, | side with them, and submit themselves to the 
regardless of the strictures of friends, and of the | will of the French Emperor. However scrupu- 
contumacious abuse of the press. Proscription | lous gentlemen might now be, when the hour of 
should have no influence on his conduct. And | danger came they would accept the alliance of 
hence he must express his astonishment at those | France. The national interests would be identi- 
gentlemen who had threatened the House with | fied with those of the European continent. We 
the previous question, when they themselves ad- | should adopt the continental system, in which 
mitted the vast importance of the subject under $ our liberties and independence would. be jeopar- 
discussion. Tacitus informs us that even the | dized. 
semi-barbarian Germans, when war was to be de-! He deprecated the invasion of Canada as an 
cided on, took two several occasions to debate | act of foreign conquest. We could not suppose 
upon it—one, when they were in the full posses- | that Great Britain would slumber over our occu- 
sion of their natural faculties; and, second, when | pation of it, and where should we find a station- 
they were excited by extravagant circumstances. į ery force able to keep possession of it as a con- 
But in these enlightened days it seems that we | quered province? Admit it as a sister into the 
are to decide this all-important question without | Union, we dare not abandon it at the peace, and 
debate! He begged gentlemen to divest them- | therefore we could not give it back for the restor- 
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ation of our maritime rights. But suppose that 
Great Britain should be brought to her knees, 
(and this was all the most valiant of us would 
ask,) what have we to expect, if the power and 
the commerce of England should be thrown into 
the arms of France, from the high, the mighty, 
the imperial Napoleon? Would he respect us 
more than England would? They both follow 
their own interests, as we ought to follow ours. 
What would be the effect of this war upon our- 
selves? 

He feared a war, not from a puerile fear of its 
expenses or of death, but from a manly dread of 
the consequences of this war, which must last as 
long as England had a ship at sea, or a man to 
man it. It must link us to the destinies of conti- 
nental Europe; it would place us under complete 
foreign influence and foreign dominion; it would 
change our political institutions, Thesages who 
framed the Constitution, and illumined it by 
their commentaries, had predicted that it would 
not suit to stand the shock of war. The Repub- 
lic would be ruined by war. We do not want 
courage. The Revolution had shown proofs of 
the greatest valor ever exhibited by human na- 
ture. But few circumstances besides invasion 
would justify war. It would strengthen the Ex- 
ecutive arm at the expense of the Legislature. 
The Chief Magistrate would have to carry on 
the war. He would, upon the plea of necessity, 
change our appropriations from one object to 
another. The Constitution would be sapped. 
The legislative power would be destroyed. He 
cared not for the prices of cotton and tobacco as 
compared with the Constitution. War would 
introduce a slavish subordination among the peo- 
ple. They would lose their republican simpli- 
city, and their republican independence. They 
would neglect their homespun for the military 
plume and the gilded epaulette. Their morals 
would become depraved. Love of idleness, ex- 
travagance, and neglect of the dull pursuits of 
common life, would take place. The desire would 


again prevail of acquiring large fortunes by aid’ 


of invasion, at the expense of the war-worn sol- 
dier whose fruits would be taken away for a 
mere song, as they had been at the close of the 
Revolution, Cupidity would be introduced, and 
pervade the public mind. 

I have made these remarks, Mr. Speaker, to 
repel the declarations of gentlemen, that to vote 
for this resolution would pledge me to embark in 
war. If war isnecessary, I will not shrink from 
it, big as itis with calamity and ruin. It will be 
the duty of Government to obviate some of its 
evils. 

Iam in hopes, too. sir, that I have been so for- 
tunate as to check the intemperance of the youth 
of my country. They will excuse me. I trust 
we may not be led away by the ardor of youth 
or of old age. I shall vote for the increase of the 
regular force, to go hand in hand with my friends, 
even ina war, if necessary and just. I have not 
made this speech to prove that I am against war. 

Mr. Finotey said he had frequently observed 
members, after a question had undergone a very 
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tedious discussion, say that if the yeas and nays 
had not been called they would not have spoken 
on the question, but these having been called 
they must assign the reasons for their votes. He 
did not approve of that principle, because if it 
was to be reduced to practice every member 
would speak to every such question, and there 
would be no end of the debate. However, on 
this question, though he thought it had been suf- 
ficiently discussed, yet he deemed it proper to 
express a few thoughts, not so much to give the 
reasons for the vote he designed to give, as to 
explain the principles on which he designed to 
give his vote. He designed to vote for the reso- 
lution before the House, but not surely for the 
same reasons or with the same determined views 
that some honorable members have expressed. 
He would not dwell on the tyrannies and robber- 
ies of either the more ancient or modern despots 
or Governments of the old world, but confine 
himself to such as had a direct relation to the 
question depending before the House. — 

That the aggressions and bad faith of the 
British Government, and the recommendations 
of the Executive, were the foundation of the 
resolutions before the House was admitted by all 
that have spoken on the question. In order to 
be understood he would take a concise retrospect 
of our relations with Britain since nearly the 
commencement of the present Government of the 
United States. 

Daring the First Congress an Indian war was 
commenced on our western frontier, and conduct- 
ed as usual with savage ferocity; but, believing 
that it only resulted from the combination of a 
few tribes, our defensive measures at first were 
weak, and our first attempts unfortunate. But 
it soon became such a tedious and expensive war 
as to require for several years the exertion of all 
our resources. It had at last a fortunate con- 
clusion; but during its progress our Government 
and the citizens were fully convinced that the 
Indians were encouraged and supported by the 
British Government. 

We all knew that for several years past In- 
dian councils have been convened by British 
agents, who influenced them by presents and 
employed them as emissaries to excite the peace- 
able Indians in our own territories to go to war 
against our new and dispersed settlements, It 
would be infidelity to doubt the truth of the Indians 
having received their arms. &c., from British 
agents, and though these British allies have got 
acheck in the late engagement, yet it also has 
cost us dear. We have no ground to conclude 
that the danger is over; revenge is the predomi- 
nant passion of savages, and though we have not 
such unequivocal proofs of the British in the 
present instance exciting the Indians to war and 
supplying them for that purpose, as we had in 
1793, when President WASHINGTON received a 
copy of Lord Dorchester’s speech to the Indian 
tribes encouraging them to war against our set- 
tlements, and promising them a co-operation of 
the British foree—the copy of which gracious 
speech several members yet in Congress saw at 
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that time and every member has heard of it— 
through a kind Providence that co-operation was 
prevented by the defeat of the British armies in 
Europe. Though we have notat present such 
explicit proofs that the Indians at present are 
acting as British allies, yet we have as much 
proof as the nature of the case can afford, and it 
would be very unwise if we did not act accord- 
ingly. 

From the above view of the subject, if we had 


no other cause, I deduce the expediency of in-i 


creasing our regular force agreeable to the re- 


commendation of the President and of our com- | 


mittee. I think more has been said about taking 
Canada than was necessary. It is true, that dur- 
ing the same Indian war it was the opinion of 
our most sage politicians that we never could be 
secure against Indian war till we had possession 
of Canada, and by that means have it in our 
power to cut off the communication between 
foreign nations and the Indians on our frontiers 
and in our own territory. They said that neither 
our revenue, our credit or population would at 


that time justify the attempt; but that we were | 
rapidly increasing in population and all other | 


resources while the nations of Europe are wast- 
ing their own strength, but the time was fast ap- 
proaching when we must repel national insults 
or surrender our independence. This was said 
particularly with respect to the impressment of 
our seamen. At the commencement of this out- 
rage, never committed by any other nation but 
Britain, the public mind was very sensibly affect- 
ed by it, but time and the frequent repetition of 
the injury seems to have rendered the public 
feelings callous. This put him in mind of what 
he had sometimes observed, that when the sav- 
ages scalped a few families on the frontier, the 
whole country was terribly alarmed, but that 
after the savage butchery had continued and ex- 
tended itself for some time, the sensibility seemed 
toabate. This had been evidently the effect of 
the continued impressment of our seamen. 

Mr. F. said he did not vote for a respectable 
increase of our regular force with a settled de- 
termination of going towar. His fixed view was 
to prevent war, the best means for doing which, 
it was generally admitted, was to be prepared for 
it; this was the most effectual means of deterring 
other nations from forcing it on us, or dcing us 
unprovoked injury. This was not the first occa- 
sion that he had heard threats of taking Canada 
talked of on that floor, he thought improperly. 
We were now called to make provision for such 


a force as would enable the Executive to pre-| 


serve the peace of the country ; whether it would 


become expedient to defend the country by of- | 


fensive operations, was not the present question : 
what was now proposed. was to provide sufficient 
means of defence. Whether it became expedi- 
ent to conduct that defence by offensive opera- 
tions, was a question to be decided after the 
means were provided; it was his opinion that 
this provision was too long delayed. 

Ifit is an advantage to a nation to have justi- 
tiable causes of war, the United States have pos- 


sessed that advantage ever since tke commence- 
ment of the present Government, and even before 
that period.* These causes with Britain have 
been sometimes relaxed, and sometimes changed 
their forms, but seem now to have come to a 
crisis. The impressment of our seamen, admit- 
ted by all to be a justifiable cause of war, has 
never been relinquished; but numerous other 
causes have now been added. Consulting what 
we thought expedient, we have borne a testimony 
against these injuries by every practicable re- 
striction, short of hostility: in doing this, we 
consulted our own resources. Since these causes 
of war commenced, our population, our revenue, 
our credit, and other resources, have greatly in- 
creased. The question now is, whether they are 
so much increased as to render it expedient to 
provide for our own defence by offensive op- 
erations, if necessary. His own opinion was, 
that we were in that situation that it was our 
duty to make such provision as would have a 
tendency to prevent war; or, if war was neces- 
sary, would insure success; and on these. princi- 
ples he would vote for the resolution. 

Mr. Rogers observed he should offer no apo- 
logy for rising so late in this discussion, as the 
short time for which he was about to ask atten- 
tion would not justify it. The eloquence and 
talents which had been so abundantly exhibited 
on this occasion, would not admit of more thana 
concise expression of his opinion, without sub- 
jecting him justly, to the charge of presumption. 
When the report now under consideration came 
first before the House, I was, said he, of the num- 
ber of those who were disposed to decide upon it 
without debate. Ihave frequently been in the 
minority on the question of adjournment, froma 
wish to reach the question on the resolutions. 
Under these impressions I confess I viewed the 
challenge, or rather the invitation, given by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. GRUNDY,) “to 
debate this subject now, if it was to be debated 
at all,” more as the impulse of an ingenuous mind, 
preferring, on all occasions, an open course, than 
the dictates of prudence or necessity. Nor was 
it till after the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. Macon) had invited and urged discussion, 
that I became disposed to join in opinion with 
them, the correctness of which the debate of this 
day has very much strengthened. 

By the adoption of this report, we are entering 
on a system of operations of the utmost national 
moment; the effects of which the wisest amongst 
us cannot fully foresee. and on which we have 
no choice butto act. The discussion has already 
elicited opinions, which it is well to know exist ; 
and the more so, since some of them admit the 
holders to vote for the report, while they allow 
them to be adverse to the measures which are ne- 
cessarily to follow it. A little time may be well 
spent in comparing sentiments in this stage of the 
business, as it may be conducive to celerity of 


*The British retaining the western posts, and the 
Spaniards retaining part of our territory, were justifia- 
ble causes of war. 
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followed. 
Every political community must, of necessity, 
possess rights, which it may enjoy independently 


of, and in common with, every other. 
those rights is an uncontrolled jurisdiction over 
its own territory. It has Jong ago been found 
necessary for nations to settle by convention on 
the great scale where the limits of territory shall 
cease, and where the high seas shall commence. 
This convention, or law, has determined that the 
ships of neutrals shall ‘be a part of the national 
territory; so long as they are careful to preserve 
a pacific character. Through the intervention 
of vessels navigating the high seas, nations in 
amity are enabled to overcome the want of prox- 
imity, and all the purposes of trade and commer- 
cial intercourse may thereby be extended, as well 
to the inhabitants of the remotest corners of the 
earth, as to those only divided by a geometrical 
line. An attempt to interrupt this intercourse 
by a third nation, is so serious an act of hostility 
and wrong, as not only always to justify, but to 
demand, resistance. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Ranpowps) has said, the Government 
would not, on a former occasion, go to war, when 
their trade, which consisted in carrying the pro- 
duce of one foreign country to another, was an- 
noyed and cut up; and why not, he says, be pa- 
cific now, us well as then? While I agree that 
our national rights extend to both alike, admit- 
ting, however. every Government to make her 
own municipal regulations, 1I must be allowed to 
consider our direct export and import trade much 
better worth contending for, than what has been 
denominated our carrying trade. The cultivators 
and owners of the soil have never shown any 
disposition to fight for the latter trade; and fora 
very plain and consistent reason. War is sure to 
bring on its train of evils and expense; and where 
it is obvious that these will amount to more than 


the loss of the exercise of a right in its nature of. 


but transitory use and minor interest, a free peo- 
ple may with propriety refuse to hazard them for 
its support. It is not for such a people to war for 
a speculative right or an empty name. The car- 
rying trade, it must be owned, was profitable in 
exercise, but it was a profit that could be given 
up, without vital prejudice to the national inter- 
ests. Not so with our fair export trade. To yield 
this, would be absolute reculonization. It must 
not only affect us, in the great resources of na- 
tional strength; but it must break the spirit of 
our citizens, and make them infidels in the princi- 
ple of self-government. It would, at the same 
time, add means and facilities to the aggressing 
nation to multiply her outrages. Give up the ex- 
port trade to Great Britain, and you will next be 
required to give up the coasting trade, and to ad- 
mit her navigation act to as complete operation in 
our bays and harbors, as it now has round the 
limited shores of the British isles. The spirit of 
commercial monopoly she has so pertinaciously 
manifested, proves that her ambition craves more 
than her means can aspire to. The wrongs she 


One of 


has long been and still is committing towards 
these States, have assumed a character, that im- 
periously calls for a resistance, made by ail for 
the tenefit of all. 

In the alternative offered in the non-importa- 
tion acts for the restoration of friendly intercourse 
with Great Britain and France, they have only 
been required, “to cease to violate our neutral 
rights”—they are not required,as a preliminary to 
amicable relations, to make indemnity for past 
spoliations. This offer, moderate to faultiness, 
Britain avoids accepting, and, at the same time for- 
feits her plighted faith to the United States to keep 
pace with France in relaxing her aggressions, on 
a miserable equivocation. After so patient a for- 
bearance; after so many, and so great sacrifices, 
made to avoid a resort to war; when moderation 
has uniformly invited injury; when an hostility, 
as inveterate, as constant and long continuing, can 
leave little hope of a change of temper on the part 
of the British Government, it is surely time to 
prepare to make a stronger appeal to her interests. 

The report itself, and the discussion arising out 
of it, presents different considerations to the mind. 
The Executive Message has delineated the pos- 
ture of our affairs with Britain, and has marked out 
a course of policy adapted to them with much 
clearness. From the mutual explanations of the 
members of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
it appears that it became a question, whe ther their 
report should conform to the Message, or take a 
more advanceJ position, It has been made, how- 
ever, very much in conformity with it, and the 
members of the committee have mostly given 
their opinions on ulterior measures with equal 
candor and ability. With the gentleman from 
Virginia, who spoke last, (Mr. Nexson,) I am 
ready to vote for the report; but by this vote I do 
not pledge myself further than to act as future 
exigence may justify. An attentive perusal of 
the Message has impressed my mind with a con- 
vietion that it is the result of much and wise delib- 
eration. It is strongly marked with a correct and 
intimate knowledge of this subject. The Consti- 
tution has assigned it asa duty to the Executive to 
superintend the external concerns of the Union. 
I deem it particularly fortunate that that officer, 
froma long concern in the Government, is well 
read in the history of our disputes with Great 
Britain. A communication of his opinion, in the 
highly responsible shape it has come before this 
House, justly claims for it great and high regard. 

“ By being ready,” says the Message; “ to meet 
with cordiality, satisfactory proofs of a change of 
temper on the part of Great Britain, and in the 
mean time to adapt our measures to the views 
which have been disclosed through their Minis- 
ter,’ we shall “ best consult our whole duty.” In 
pursuance of these suggestions, the report appears 
to have been made. While we are seriously pre- 
paring to meet the worst, in the true spirit of a 
Republican people, we shall hold ourselves ready 
by this course to accept an honorable and safe 
accommodation of differences to the last moment. 
If that accommodation does not take place before 
the time preparations are made for an appeal to 
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arms, (of which, I confess, I have but little hopes, ) | now; that must follow the acquisition. But if it 
I shall decide for war, as promptly as any one, ; were to be settled now, I do not think it very em- 
and place my foot as far as he who goes farthest; | barrassing. If by annexing them to the Union, it 
but that voteshall not be given to subserveany local | should be feared that the Federal Government 
or partial interests. Our people have heretofore | could not embrace it, let them become an inde- 
been generally employed in growing the necessa- | pendentand self-governed nation, with whom our 
ries and raw materials for the comforts of life, and | amicable relations would be cemented by ties of 
exchanging them for the elegances, luxuries, and | gratitude on their part; it would surely be better 
wealth of other nations. Inthe advantages thence | than to have them governed by the slaves of an 
arising, every portion of the community have hap- į inimical and rival Power, and kept as a recepta- 
pily participated. The inhabitants of the more | cle for spendthrifts and outlaws. ‘Theimportance 
rigorous climates of the East and North have been | of these colonies to Great Britain has been ques- 
the merchants and navigators for those of the | tioned ; but there is nothing clearer, than that they 
milder regions of the South and West. This | are becoming every day of more importance to 
course of things, after having been for a while | the mother country ; their consequence is increas- 
strongly impelled, by the war growing out of the | ing in the ratio, that that of her sugar colonies is 
French Revolution, has now become impeded, by | decreasing. 
obstructions derived from the same source. Å; [cannot with some gentlemen doubt the suffi- 
change of attitude with this change of things is | ciency of this Government to conduct a war. 
called for, and his call is made under circum- | However congenial a state of peace may be toa 
stances that presents no alternative but a vigorous ! Republic, the Constitution of the United States 
preparation for resistance, or,as has been frequently | must have been framed with a view to war as 
observed during this debate, “unconditional sub- | well as peace. The members of the grand con- 
mission.” vention had almost all been active characters in 
Far be it from me, to wish to appear to view | the Revolutionary war. On the subject of war 
the evils of war lightly—I am not, however, for | they were certainly more than mere theorists. 
conjuring up pictures of them, however great, to | Honest apprehensions have, too, been entertained 
deter me from my duty. Even a free people, whose | in times back of the Government being too strong ; 
every habit and feeling incline them to peace, |I think, however, that we may look with well 
must sometimes meet war; and when the unhappy ; grounded confidence for complete sufficiency in it; 
necessity occurs, they should be prepared to meet | without being alarmed at the reverse of the pic- 
it with an unshaken countenance. That the peo- | ture. While the power of declaring war is vest- 
ple of the United States will so meet it, I feel the | ed in Congress; while levies and supplies are 
fullest assurance. Neither a wish to avoid ex-j| within its control; while a check on the appoint- 
pense nor the just fear of physical and moral in- | ing powers is vested in the Senate, and a periodi- 
jury can possibly induce them to surrender or dis- | cal termination of the President’s office exists ; 
sipate the rich inheritance they possess, purchased | the Executive arm, though sufficiently untram- 
with the blood of their fathers. melled for necessary and useful command, is effec- 
I cannot view the British possessions, which in | tually paralyzed as to the exercise of power to af- 
case of a war are more particularly presented to | fect or change the free features of the Govern- 
our attack, as necessarily calculated to produce | ment; unless indeed the representation should be- 
the consequences some gentlemen anticipate. If| come utterly corrupt, an event no one can believe 
a war should take place, the enemy’s commerce | possible. I feel much satisfaction at this moment 
will call into exercise the enterprise and intre- | in seeing a man at the head of the Government 
pidity of our citizens; not,as has been said, in the | who had a conspicuous concern in framing the 
character of pirates, lawless depredators and buc- | Constitution, and whose official duties have since 
caneers ; but as men engaged in justifiable repri- | closely connected him with the administration of 
sal and open warfare. In such a state of things, | Government under it. In the Message out of 
there will be no stronger motive to our citizens to| which the report before you has sprung, not the 
combat by the side of Napoleon’s warriors thanat | slightest doubt is discoverable of the efficiency of 
present; if they choose to expatriate themselves, | our institutions to sustain us under evy exigency 
has the Government power to prevent it? I be-| that may overtake us. My own reflections on 
lieve not. Congress will hardly add legal facili- | this subject (and they have neither been light nor 
ties to such a warfare—such fears can have no | transitory) have neither served to alarm, or in- 


foundation, timidate. I repose in safety on the saving max- 
The British Colonies on this Continent, in a! im,‘ never to despair of the Republic.” 
war between this country and her, must also be-| Mr. McKer.—Mr. Speaker, I rise to address 


come an object of attack to us. No gentleman | the House at this late hour of the debate, with 
has expressed a doubt of our ability to make a | reluctance; but the importance of the question 
conquest of them—but they presage evils to arise | must be my apology. naka s 

out of the conquest. Our territory, say they, Some gentlemen, in felicitating themselves on 
already too large, by such a measure must be | account of the temper of the House, evidenced 
greatly increased, and the integrality of this Union | by the determination to adopt vigorous measures 
endangered, if not destroyed. If our country shal] | against England, have expressed a regret that 
be drawn to the conquest of those territories, the | measures of a similar character had not been re- 
disposition of them is not a question to be settled | sorted to long since. 
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In this sentiment I cannot agree. In reviewing | their orders or decrees, the other party would fol- 
ast times, we cannot but perceive, that it has | low the example; and, if this just expectation 
been the desire of the Government to avoid being | should be met by a perseverance of either of the 
involved in the war with which Europe has been | parties in their orders or decrees, after their ad- 
so long desolated, and by dealing out justice to | versary had accepted the invitation thus given, it 
the belligerents, respectively, with an impartial | would test the sincerity of the various and re- 
hand, to preserve our neutrality, permitting our | peated declarations made by them, respectively, 
citizens peacefully to pursue their private avoca- | that their orders and decrees, affecting our com. 
tions, reaping the rich harvest arising from our | merce, were reluctantly issued in their own just 
neutral commerce. defence. 

This was certainly a wise policy, and the dis-}] _ Those also who preferred war to the preserva- 
tinguished success with which it was attended is | tion of our neutrality, and by whom Macon’s bill 
a clear evidence of its wisdom and propriety. | was rejected, would be relieved from the embar- 
Why, then, should it be condemned? Have any | rassment of going to war with two of the most 
people ever acquired individual wealth with so | powerful nations in the world, or of selecting 
much rapidity; or have any been more happy in | Which of the two should be made our enemy, ata 
the enjoyment of domestic tranquillity, than the | ime when we had just cause of war against both. 
people of the United States? None. The wish | The fixed and determined hostility of one of the 
of the late and the present Administrations, was | Patties toward the United States, would be (as 
to continue this state of happy prosperity as long |}! certainly now is) most clearly proved; and 
as it was practicable. by making acts of wrong | thereby our measures of hostility rendered the 
and vexation of a minor sort, growing out of the | More necessary, and more likely to receive the 
violence of the times, the subject of negotiation, | 22@0!mous approbation of the American people. 
rather than a cause of war. And, is this course] My opinion, therefore, is, that it was wise to 
of policy now to be condemned, and regrets en- | Preserve our neutrality as long as possible, mak- 
tered up that we have not been at war years ago? | tng an appeal to force the last reluctant resort; 

At the opening of the session of Congress, in | 224: inasmuch as the majority of Congress, in 
December, 1809, after the disavowal of Erskine’s 1809, resolved to change the peaceful character of 
arrangement, when our relations with England | ‘his country, the intervening period has been em- 
assumed a more unfavorable aspect than at the | ployed in a last effort to avert the calamities of 
close of the Summer session, the Committee on | War ; the result of which has relieved this Gov- 
Foreign Relations, with a desire to preserve our | ernment from any liability to the charge of par- 
neutrality, presented to the House a measure usu- | tality to either of the belligerents, by compelling 
ally termed Macon’s bill, No. 1; a measure which | one of them, by their own act, to present them- 
it is now known was approved by the Adminis- | Selves as the object of our just hostility. 
tration, and had the sanction even of a higher au- | In the present state of our relations with Eu- 
thority, (if such there be.) This measure was | "Ope; it seems to me the question which we are 
calculated in its operation to present serious diffi- | summoned to decide, is, whether we shall repeal 
culties to those nations by whom the rights of | the non-importation law, or adhere to it as a sys- 
our neutral flag were disregarded; and, at the | ‘tem of resistance to the Orders in Council; or 
same time, it left open to the enterprise of our | Whether we shall raise the force contemplated by 
citizens, those channels of trade, not included | the resolutions on your table, with the intention 
within ‘the scope of the orders and decrees of the | Of using it when raised against Great Britain ? 
belligerents, as they then stood; a commerce as | If we repeal the non-importation law, in pursu- 
extensive and valuable as we can expect to enjoy | ance of the request, or rather the mandate of His 
in times of general peace. It was, however, op- | Britannie Majesty’s Minister and Plenipotentiary 
posed, and successfully, too, by war speeches. It] to the United States, without substituting war or 
fell, and by its fall the Administration were driven | Some equivalent measure of resistance to the Or- 
from their ground, and the hopes of maintaining | ders in Council, we shall consecrate the monstrous 
much longer the neutrality of the United States | pretensions of the British Government to regulate 
also fell with it. This unfortunate event was | our forcign trade, and fashion it into that form 
succeeded by the act of May, 1810. By this act, | which best suits her views and interest. Sucha 
the belligerents were invited, in a new form, to | course would be unworthy and disgraceful, and 
withdraw their orders and decrees ; promising, on | would entitle us to the indignant contempt of all 
our part, in case either of them should accept the | the world, and cannot be pursued. 
invitation thus given to both, to putin force the} An adherence to the non-importation law asa 
non-importation sections of the non-intercourse | measure of resistance to the Orders in Council. 
law against the party persevering in their orders | appears to me to be no better. How long shali 
or decrees for three months after their adversary | we live at this poor dying rate, before this non- 
had accepted the invitation thus given. Thelaw | importation law will effect the repeal of ihe Or- 
of May, 1810, was enacted with a hope that the | ders in Council? Will it be two years or twenty 
terms thereby offered to the belligerents, respect- | years? The answer is in the bosom of futurity. 
ively, would induce the one or the other to ac- | But, in the meantime, our prosperity is gone ; our 
cept them, and withdraw their orders or decrees. | resources are wasting; and the present state of 
And an expectation was also entertained. that if] things is sapping the foundations of our political 
one of the parties could be induced to relinquish i institutions by the demoralization of the people. 
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It cannot be denied that a bounty is Offered to 
the people to violate your law ; a bounty that has 
been accepted by many, and will be accepted by 
more ; and thus the wicked are prosperous, while 
the good man turns pale. Their prosperity will 


| When the first five resolutions on your table 
‘shall have passed this House, and arrive in Eng- 
| land, accompanied with the commentary on them, 

given by the Committee of Foreign Relations, 
| England cannot misunderstand their meaning. 


have an injurious and demoralizing effect on | lf, then, England determines to conciliate this 
the country, tending to -lessen the ideal enormity | country by withdrawing the Orders iu Council, 
of the violations of your laws by the frequency | the matter will end very well; but if she deter- 
and familiarity of such acts, and the conse- mines to permit us to proceed to hostility with 
quent prosperity attendant thereon ; morality and | her, is it not probable she will strike the first 
patriotism, will, in too great a degree, be aban- | blow by sweeping from the ocean every inch of 
doned as the badges of poverty; and whenever | American canvass? What security have you 
the morality and patriotism of your people is lost | that England will not adopt such a course? Do 
in any degree, so in proportion will your political | you expect she will be deterred from it by the 
institutions be rendered insecure. In the mean- | principles of morality or her ancient usage ?. Sir, 
time the wishes, the views. and calculations of | British history will furnish you with cases in 
your adversary, founded on their Orders in Coun- | point. At the commencement of the war of 
cil, are fulfilled. i 1756, long before any declaration of war .had 
. To me, therefore, war with all its evils is the | taken place between France and England, secret 
pteferable course calculated to produce the de- | orders were given by the English Admiralty to 
sired end. if attainable at all, with more celerity, | sweep the ocean of French commerce, which was 
by producing a stronger appeal to the interests of j executed accordingly, and American commerce 
the British Government to do us justice. It has | may share a similar fate. ; 
been stated by the gentleman from Virginia, who | My apprehensions on this subject are strength- 
spoke last, (Mr.. Netson,) that he is willing to | ened by a recurrence to the origin of our differ- 
comply with the Executive recommendation, by | ences with England. Out of what did they arise ? 
voting the men; but he seems unwilling to vote | Principally from the great prosperity of American 
for the employment of these men at this time. i commerce. Before the year 1807 the English 


Lam compelled to understand the Executive 
recommendation, not as mercly confined to the 
raising the men, but to extend to the employment 
of, the men when raised, for offensive purposes 
against the British possessions in North America. 
For what other purpose could the Executive rec- 
oramend the raising of men? Could it be to de- 
fend the country from invasion, or io quell insur- 
rection? Certainly not ; for no invasion or insur- 
rection is apprehended. If, therefore, the mere 
raising the force will be a compliance with the 
-Executive recommendation, as the gentleman 
` seems to believe it will, you must then accuse 


i traders. were met in almost every port and harbor 
of the world by the Americans; and the Ameri- 
i cans had the taeulty of out-trading the English 
j merchants ; this excited the jealousy of the Eng- 
lish, to whom it seemed strange, that American 
commerce and tonnage, unprotected as it was by 
naval forec, should be second only to England, 
and arriving fast toan equality, both in amount 
and value, with them, who were protected by one 
thousand ships of war. . The object of the Gov- 
ernment of England, seems to me, was to give a 
| preference to her own commerce by crippling 
l that of others; and if such were aud now are her 


the Executive of wishing to increase their own | views, by proceeding as we do, we furnish the 
` patronage, by creating a useless and unnecessary | fairest opportunity to England to give your com- 
army in time of peace, and thereby conjuring | merce a blow that it will not recover from in half 
down on themselves the united curses of their | acentury. By restraining your merchants within 
own friends. The uniform opinion of the Exec- : your ports and harbors, and enabling them to 
utive in the Legislature, as well as in the Cabi- | bring home their property from abroad, you would 
_ net, is a perfect refutation of this idea; yet you | not only increase the means of carrying on the 
must attach this erroneous inconsistency to the! war, but, in the meantime, preparations would be 
_ Executive, or admit that his recommendation to | made for carrying it on with more effect at the 
raise the force, was made with the intention of | outset. It is not to be concealed that, before the 
‘using the forceas soon as raised, in offensive war ; | commencement of hostilities, you must resort to 
‘and it is with this view alone that we can be jus- | an embargo; no commercial nation can, without 
tified in voting for the resolutions on your table. i the most obvious absurdity, go to war with a na- 
Indeed, sir, my opinion was, and still is, as I ex-! val Power without first laying an embargo for 
pressed it in the Committee of the whole House : three or four months. And when, I ask, will you 
on this subject, to wit: that the better mode of | proceed to lay your embargo? Certainly it ought 
proeceding would be, first to lay an embargo on ; to be very shortly, if you expect the campaign to 


-all the ships and vessels of the United States for Such a course would have a 
_alimited time, as a measure of precaution, as weli 
“as a necessary preliminary to the commencement 
of hostilities, and as an exposition of our inten- 
tions to this nation as well as to others. 
As my remarks in the Committee of the whole 
House have been liable to some misapprehension, 
I now beg leave to explain them to the House. 


‘open next Spring. 
happy effect on your recruiting service; no man, 
then, could either mistake or misirust your views, 
and the best population in your country, pereeiv- 

jing that the nation was about to engage in a war, 
where laurels might be won, would flock to your 

| standard. ; á 

But, sir, as matters now stand, your first five 
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resolutions, looking to war, and the sixth resolu- 
tion, calculated only for a state of peace, the yeo- 


‘manry of the country will recollect the fate of 


the army of six thousand, and will reluctantly 
engage in your service, lest they, too, should be 
employed in an ignoble warfare against the fens 
of the Mississippi and the hosts of mosquitoes 
and gallinippers with which they are infested. 

This, sir, is my view of the subject; but, as we 
all appear to be travelling.to one result, and only 
differ about the route which would be most ad- 
visable, and gentlemen whose superior wisdom, 
talents, and experience, Iam bound to venerate, 
differ with me as to the mode of proceeding, and 
have devermined not to go with me, I will go 
with them; at the same time, if any accident 
should happen, I shall have nothing to answer 
for—my constituents have no ships. 

Mr. Svanrorp said, as the resolution before the 
House contemplated an additional! army, and 
from the avowal of its friends, involved in it the 
question of peace or war, he felt the desire to 
assign the reasons of his vote upon so important 
‘a subject. He was the more disposed to do so as 
he should probably find himself in a very small 
minority upon the question. He was not flatter- 
ed, he said, with using arguments which would 
convince others; but for himself he felt their 
force ane enough to fix his mind against the 
measure. If he were to vote, he said, for the 
proposed army, he should vote inconsistently 
with all his former opinions and principles upon 
the subject, and he never could think of acting a 
part inconsistent with himself, and that more 
especially when all his experience had gone to 
confirm his first impressions, his honest preju- 
dices against standing armies. Such establish- 
ments had always proved the bane of free Gov- 
ernments, and he could not see how we were to 
get along with them, and remain, as he believed 

_ Wwe were, the freest and happiest people upon 
earth, 

But, sir, we are told war is to be declared in 
certain events, and ibat the army proposed is to 
invade and take the Canadas. We are then to 
pass out of the limits of the United States and 


wage a war of the foreign offensive kind! If 


such was the contemplated use of this army 
when raised, he was still the more opposed to the 
measure. He was against the war itself, and the 
policy of it, and could by no means yield his 
vote to bring it about. That there was sufficient 
-@ause of war, he was ready to acknowledge, and 
-he.was not disposed in any the least degree, to 


. palliate the offences of Great Britain, or that of 


any of the other belligerents, committed on the 
persons and property of our citizens. Allofthem 
had deserved war at our hands, but we had at no 
time since the commencement of our present 
Government seen it our interest or policy to give 
into it, in the open and 
any other form, except that of a quasi character 
which happened under Mr. Adams’s administra- 
tion. The question never had been whether we 
had or had not cause of war, but whether the true 
-interest of the United States did not, under ail cir- 


declared form, nor that of 


| cumstances, call aloud upon us to cherish peace, 
i and to avoid war and its evils as the last of the 
i alternatives before us; and this. said Mr. $., he 
| would be able to show was the Republican doc- 
pane as well in the old minority times as since 
that minority grew into a majority. 

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. GRUNDY) 
| had made a direct appeal to the Republican 
party, and endeavored to rally and unite them in 
| this, to them at least, new doctrine of war. If 
the appeal of the gentleman had any reference to 
jinim, he would beg leave to deny some of his 
positions. He had himself had some small share 
to act in the political scenes of "98-9, and he was 
| glad to find from the gentleman’s declaration 
| that he had joined in the “elamor” of the day, 
to pull down the then Federal Administration 
for the unjustifiable war which they had gone 
into with France. Mr. 8. said he knew he had 
joined in it most heartily. Ele believed he then 
acted right in all he did to supersede that Ad- 
ministration, and he still believed he was right. 
The best interests of the country forbade the war, 
and so the people determined, when ultimately 
they came to decide the question. That party 
thus ousted by the public voice, the present Re- 
publican majority was brought in upon their own 
professions of better principles, the love of peace 
and economy. But now, forgetting our old pro- 
fessions under a French crisis, we had raised the 
ery of war under a British one. and nothing short 
of it was to save our honor. Mr. S. declared if 
| there was any difference in the causes of war then 
land now, he thought it turned most decidedly in 
i favor of the former period, since the more intol- 
i erable outrage in the case of the Chesapeake had 
been at length atoned for. What were the facts? 
| French decrees existed at that time against your 
ines eommerce—he spoke of the arréttes or 
| decrees of the French directory—these had the 
= practical effect on our maritinie neutral 


rights that the British orders have now. French 
cruisers waylaid the mouths of your harbors, 
and captured your vessels; and the first success- 
ful act of the United States after the quasi-war 
commenced, was, the taking of one of these cruis- 
ers in the mouth of one of our barbors. He 
begged leave to read the decree itselfi—and there 
were others passed about the same time not less 
obnoxious, 

“ January 18, 1798, Art. 1.—The character of vessels 
in what concerns their quality, as neutral or enemy, 
shall be decided by their cargo; in consequence, every 
vessel found at sea, laden, in whole or in part, with 
merchandise coming from England or her possessions, 
| shall be declared good prize, whoever may be the pro- 

prietor of their productions or merchandise.” 
To the spoliations committed under decrees of 
[this kind, which they have always refused to 
retribute and make good, they added a further in- 
| dignity to the nation in the persons of its Envoys. 
| They refused to receive them in their character as 
such, but elandestinely met their subordinate 
agents to intrigue and tamper with them for 
bribes, and for a considerable time withheld the ne- 
cessary passports for their return home. Wrongs 
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and indignities like these, said Mr. S., the Re- 


publican minority of ’98-9 did not consider of 


magnitude enough for the United States to forego 
the great interests of peace, and give into the 
war, which was then made to redress them. 
How the gentleman from Tennessce (Mr. Grun- 
py).could avow himself the advocate of peace 
doctrines then, and those of war now, would be 
for himself to’ reconcile. He felt that those in 
terests were as omnipotent now as they were 
then, 

But, said Mr. S. the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Catnoun) tells us it is a principle 
of honor in a nation, as in an individual, to resist 
a first insult. If such doctrine is to be admitted, 
when should we have had a moment’s peace? 
From one or the other belligerents of Europe, 
since their late wars commenced, we have never 
been without just complaints against them for 
some violation of our neutral rights, and of course 
must have taken an early share in their wars. 
The truth is, we cannot liken, nor will the simili- 
tude hold good between an individual’s honor, 
or his sensibility to it, and that of a nation’s. A 
single impressment or capture may be well ad- 


. mitted to form a ground of reprisal and war; but 


we should have beer a ruined country long ere 
now, if, under the existing circumstances of the 
world, and belligerent Europe, we had yielded to 
this quickness of sensibility, and had gone to war 
for å first and single instance of aggression from 
either of the belligerents. The same gentleman 
argues that everything now calls upon us to 
make a stand; that there was no. danger to our 
liberties in a standing army of twenty or thirty 
thousand men, and that all admitted there was 
justifiable cause of war, and he believed it had 
now become necessary. This was declaiming, 
Mr. S. said, very handsomely upon the subject of 


| selves, Under all the circumstances of that cause 
of complaint, he did not think it a cause sufficient 
for him to depart from the neutral ground lie had 
assumed; nor was the annoyance of our com- 
; merce less vexatious in his time than since. Tn 
like manner, under Mr. Adams’s Administration, 
the same complaints existed, though in that of 
the latter, not, perhaps, to the same degree ; and, 
under the eight years of Mr. Jefferson’s Adminis- 
tration, the same state of things continued, cer- 
tainly with an increased degree of violence, to 
which was also added the more aggravating in- 
sult upon the Chesapeake. Mr. Jefferson had 
never been suspected of partiality for Great Brit- 
ein, and then, indeed. the accepted time had come 
for a war with that Government; all parties were 
united, and pledged themselves to support him in 
the war. The pulse of the nation beat high for 
it. But he felt, because he knew, that peace was 
the best interest of his country, and forbore to call 
Congress together. He had always admired the 
man ; but, upon that occasion, he felt more than 
a sentiment of admiration toward him. When, 
at length, wrongs had thusaccumulated, and called 
for some system of counteraction and resistance, 
till negotiation could be farther tried, the embargo 
was resorted to in preference to war; and, when 
that was done away, a system of non-intercourse 
was substituted, and to that again sneceeded the, 
present alternative law of the same kind; the non- 
importation system which has grown out of this 
with Great Britain has not been tried one whole 
year yet. If gentlemen will have it that this is 
| the accepted time for war, how has it happened 
that we have not had it before. Our Councils 
| may be presumed to have been as sensible to ag- 
gression, and as patriotic to redress it, as we now 
are. 
He would beg leave to turn to a vote of this 


-war, he would agree; and he very well recollect- í House at the last session of the tenth Congress, 


ed we had heard the same doctrines precisely, | when Mr. Jefferson was still President. The em- 
and he thought he might be permitted to say, a | bargo was about to be repealed, and such gentle- 


_ strain of declamation, at least equally handsome | men as felt themselves disappointed in its effects, 


upon the same subject, and from the same State, 
in 1798-9.* Mr. S. contended as the then doc- 
trines of war, (and it must be admitted the causes 


of it were so alike in their character,) it was fair 
. to expeét that in due time public opinion would 
-come to be the same in both cases. 


Bat, Mr. S. said, he could not perceive how 
the present, of all others, had become the necessa- 
ry and accepted time for war with Great Britain. 


. The attack on the Chesapeake frigate had becn 


lately atoned for, to the satisfaction of our Gov- 


_ernment; and, he trusted, had not been so done 
Jas to aggravate the crisis of affairs between the 
„two countries. 


If calculated to do so, our Gov- 


ernment could not have received it. The im- 


` pressment of our seamen was a just complaint 


against the British Government; but it commen- 


ced under the Administration of General Wasu- 
| INGTON, and no one would say he was less sensi- 


ble to national honor and independeuce than our- 


* This allusion is supposed to be to Mr. HARPEN, 


. then from South Carolina. 


12th Con. 1st Szss,—17 


were disposed to substitute a more energetic sys- 
tem than that of non-intercourse, and proposed 
the following amendmeut to the bill “and to 
‘ cause (meaning the President) to be issued under 
‘suitable pledges, and precautions, letters of 
* marque and reprisal against the nation thereaf- 
‘ ter continuing ih force its unlawful edicts against 
‘the commerce of the United States.” This was 
considered, as indeed it was, a question of war, 
and the vote stands only 36 to 74. The affair 
of the Chesapeake then hung over us, and allthe 
circumstances under which we found ourselves 
called more imperiously for redress than they 
ever had done before or since, and stilla different 
view of what was the true interest of the coun- 
try prevailed. Again, he would turn to the 
second session of the eleventh Congress, under 
the present Administration, and still we should 
find that a large majority ia this House were de- 
termined not to abandon the peace of the nation. 
They were disposed to countervail the belligerent 
edicts, by commercial restrictions, and to adopt 
anything in that way, short of war; but nothing 


515 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Foreign Relations. 


516 


December, 181i. 


which should endanger the peace of the country. 

A bill, however, was introduced “ authorizing the 
‘President of the United States to employ the 
t public armed vessels, and permitting the mer- 
‘ chant vessels to arm for the defence of Ameri- 
“ean commerce.” The fate of this measure was 
similar to that of the preceding Congress, and 
appears to have been negatived by a vote of 67 
to 47. This, too, was at a time when we were 
about to repeal the non-intercourse law, which 
was done, and the non-importation system substi- 
tuted; no warlike substitute could be carried at 
any of these periods: and, so far, it has not ap- 
peared to have been the accepted time for war, 
and he trusted that time had not yet come. 

If, said Mr. S., the proposed war was to be of 
the defensive kind, a war which had become ne- 
cessary to defend ourselves at home, there would 
be no hesitation about the cost or difficulties to 
be encountered, but it is avowed to be for con- 
quest. Weare to take the Canadas to insure re- 
‘spect to our maritime rights. That we should be 

_ able to take them, he would not pretend to doubt; 
bat it would probably be at the experse of much 
blood and treasure, and still, perhaps, without 
coming any nearer to the object of it, that of 
securing respect to those rights. To a nation, 
young, growing, and prosperous, as we were, the 
burdens: and expenses of a foreign war was no 
small consideration with him. In 1798, 1799, it 
was fashionable to count the cost, and look at the 
taxes to follow: that doctrine now, however, was 
forgotten ; but he would take the liberty to read, 
before he sat down, a passage or two from a pam- 
phlet of Mr. Nicholas’s, of Virginia, who is now 
no more, but who was at that time considered or- 
thodox in all the Republican doctrines of the day, 

“in a war like the present, (says Mr. Nicholas,) 
which we have not made an offensive one, everything 
of this kind (speaking of the taxes) ought to be taken 
into consideration, although it would be improper to 
do so if our country was really attacked by a foreign 
Power; because we ought then to hazard everything 
rather than become subjects to. any foreign Power.” 

Again: 

“Tf the lasting preservation of the honor, liberty, 
and independence of America is our real object, we 


should certainly avoid war during the infant state of 


our country. Such premature efforts bring on a state 
of imbecility in the political as well as in the human 


| one of the belligerent nations—to the linking our 
i destinies with those of the European Powers; to 
ihe taking any share in their present conflicts, if 
his country once determined upon it, he would 
| not then hesitate to vote any force, or other means 
| to bring it to as specdy and as happy an issue as 
possible; until then he should preserve his own 
consistency; and contribute in no way to bring 
about that state of things which, he believed, 
would prove most ruinous to his country. 

Mr. Kine.—Mr. Speaker, I should not have 
E this House, with any remarks of mine, 
is considerations which will naturally sug- 
leet themselves to the mind of every real friend . 
| of his country, when he views the consequences 
| which may result from the adoption of the mea- 
| sure now contemplated. When, sir, the habits of 
e nation, ingrafted, as it were, in its very nature, 
are about to be departed from; when the desti- 
nies of the country are about to be launched on 
an untried ocean, and when the doubt is about to 


had it not been for the observations which have 
just fallen from my colleague from North Caro- 
lina. I shall not attempt, sir, to follow that gen- 
tleman in the history which he has given of the 
progress of party in this country, but shall con- 
tent myself with stating, that, in our sentiments, 
we entirely differ; his is the doctrine of submis- 
sion; yes, sir, the most abject submission; mine, 
I trust, is not. Iam in favor of the resolution now 
on your table. Iam aware, sir, of the many im- 


be solved, whether our Republican Government 
! is alike calculated to support us through the trials 
| and difficulties of war, and guide us in safety 
i down the gentle current of peace, I am aware, 
sir, that we should pause and ponder well the sub- 
ject; that we should divest ourselves of those 
| warm feelings which most generally take posses- 
sion of our minds on viewing the unjust prostra- 
tion of the rights of our country. Sir, that in- 
terest which- Í feel, in common with others, on 
the decision of a question of such magnitude and 
importance, will, I trust, induce this House to bear 
with me a moment, while, in a few words, I ex- 
plain the motives by which I am actuated in giv- 
| ing my decided approbation to the resolution now 
| under consideration. If, sir, I were merely to 
turn my attention to the local situation of that 
portion of the country, which I have the honor 
| particularly to represent; its extensive and ex- 


body, and prevent either from attaining that degree of | posed seacoasts, combined with its present com- 


strength which they would otherwise certainly arrive 
at. Twenty years more of peace, would leave Amer- 
ica fully competent to defend all her just rights against 
any nation. Five years war at this time, would, prob- 
ably, put it out of her power to do it with effect for 
one hundred years to come.” 


Mr. S. further added, that as the United States 
was the only portion of the civilized world which 
enjoyed any share of the blessings of peace, he 
had trusted the present state of Europe would 


mercial advantages ; | should, without hesitation, 
give my vote to the proposed measure. But, sir, 
asin my individual capacity, I feel at all umes 
willing to make not only pecuniary sacrifices, but 
| to expose my person in vindicating the rights and 
interests of my country, in my Representative 
capacity. I will undertake to say. that my constit- 
uents will do no less. Sir, the demon Avarice. 
‘which benumbs every warm emotion of the soul, 
| has not yet gained the ascendency in the South; 


form an argument hetter than any he could use, | the love of country animates every breast, and 
and a lesson complete against our having any- ; burns with inextinguishable ardor, Sir, they fee! 
thing todo with their unhappy conflicts and wars. | in common, I trust, with a great majority of every 

But, Mr. Speaker, said Mr. S.. opposed as he į portion of this Union, the degradation of our 
was to the idea of the United States becoming | country, in submitting for a moment longer to the 
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dishonorable terms proposed directly or indirect- 
ly by the British Government. Mr. Speaker, I 
hold it to be correct, that, in discussing a subject 
of such importance, a view of the various mat- 
ters necessarily connected with it, will not be 
considered irrelevant ; but, sir, I will not weary 
the patience of this House with a detail of inju- 
ries, unparalleled in the history of former times, 
wantonly inflicted on a nation which manifested 
to the whole world her sincere desire to support 
the neutral stand which had been taken at the 
earliest period of her Government, and most te- 
naciously adhered to. We have carefully avoid- 
ed, Mr. Speaker, any participation in that system 
of politics which has convulsed and distracted 
the European world. We have restricted our- 
selves in the full enjoyment of our rights, lest by 
strictly enforcing them, we might produce a col- 
lision with any nation, however little her conduct 
might be guided by the principles of equity. Sir, 
we have borne with injury, until, in the language 
of your committee, forbearance has ceased to be 
a virtue. We have remonstrated, we have ap- 
pealed to the justice, to the interest, of the two 
great contending Powers of Europe; every effort 
proved abortive; our calls for justice were drown- 
ed in the declaration that their measures were 
merely retaliatory, and not intended to interfere 
with neutral rights ; thus, sir, the matter rested, 
when specific propositions were submitted to 
each. Yes, sir, by an act which has placed the im- 
partiality of our country beyond the reach of sus- 
picion, we demanded of each the revocation of 
her obnoxious edicts, as the only means of pre- 
serving our friendship. We all know what has 
been the consequence: France has met our ad- 
vances, has embraced our propositions. Great 
Britain not only refuses a repeal on her part, but, 
while she affects to lament the effects produced 
on neutral rights, takes the most effectual meth- 
ods to render them perpetual. Sir, blindness aud 
ignorance itself can no longer be deceived by 
British policy. 
We have been told, sir, that this will be a war 
for the support of the carrying trade; let me here 
remark, and I wish to be distinctly understood, as 
avowing my determination never to give a vote, 
so long as I have the honor of a seat on this floor, 
which will involve this country in a war, for the 
recovery or support of this extraneous species of 
commerce. I believe I shall not be incorrect 
when I assert, that nine-tenths of this country 
never did and never wil! derive the smallest ben- 
efit from it. But, sir, the right to carry in our 
own ships the produce of our own country toany 
quarter, not thereby violating the laws of nations, 
or contravening legitimate municipal regulations, 
is one which I never will yield; for, sir, in doing 
so, we paralyze the industry of our citizens; we 
give a fatal blow to the best interests of our coun- 
try. Yes, sir, we yield the principle, we invite to 
farther encroachments. Our country, sir, is agri- 
cultural, but so intimately blended with com- 
merce, that the one cannot long exist unaided by 
the other. Sit, I will not yield an inch of ground, 
when, by so doing, I destroy an essential right of 


my country—or sap the foundation of that inde- 
pendence cemented by the blood of our fathers. 
We were told by a gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Ranvowpn,) a few days since, that we have suffi- 
cient cause for war. I ask you; then, sir, why do 
we hesitate? Shall we alwaysyield? Shall we 
always shrink from the contest? The adoption 
of this resolution is the touchstone—by it we rise 
or fall. We have been asked, Mr. Speaker, why 
not lay upon your table a proposition to go to war? 
It is there, sir; it is contained in this resolution ; 
the moment we give it our sanction we-declare 
our fixed resolve to render effective the force con- 
templated to be raised. Yes, sir, unless Great 
Britain manifests a disposition speedily to do us 
justice—by her acts, sir, not by her words. The 
gentleman from Virginia calls upon the Repre- 
sentatives of the seacoasts, of the slaveholding 
States, and asks if they are willing to say to Eng- 
land “we intend to go to war with you.” Does 
the gentleman mean to excite our fears for the 
| loss of our property? As one of the many on 
this floor who stand in the situation mentioned by 
that gentleman, I step forth to declare for myself 
and my constituents, that, when loss of national 
honor is placed in the scale, and attempted to be 
balanced by pecuniary interest, we will, without 
hesitation, kick the beam. But, sir, we are now 
contending for the restoration of our rights, the 
deprivation of which strikes at the very founda- 
tions of our prosperity. Sir, to us, it matters 
little whether our cities tumble into ruin by deser- 
tion for want of employment, by poverty produc- 
ed by British wrongs and aggression, or, in vindi- 
cating the cause of our country, fall by a quicker 
process. Sir, I have no fear of invasion, and, 
therefore, have no fears arising from the black 
population, which strikes with so much horror on 
| the sensitive mind of the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia. For my country, Mr. Speaker, I lament its 
existence ; I view it as the bane, the curse of the 
land, and most sincerely, sir, do I wish that a sec- 
ond Moses could take them by the hand, and lead 
them in safety toa distant land, where their cries 
would never more strike on the ear of sympathy. 
For one, sir, I promise, I would not expose my- 
self to the waves of the sea. We are told, Mr. 
Speaker, that we stand pledged to France, that 
we must become a party with her in this war. 
Sir, I call upon the gentleman from Virginia to 
make the assertion good, to fix the imputation 
upon the Executive or upon this House. Sir, my 
pledge is to my country, to this very land; here, 
jand here alone, the warm affections of my heart 
find a point around which to rally. To all other 
Governments, Iam perfectly indifferent—I am no 
Frenchman, I am no Englishman. 
i We have been told, sir, that this will be a war 
‘of aggrandizement, a war of conquest. Tam as 
‘little disposed to extend the territory as any other 
individual of this House. I know that dissimilar 
| interests must and will prevail from a too great 
f extension of our dominion. But, sir, we will not 
! here enter into a discussion, whether an accession 
l of country would or would not conduce to the 
| interests of the Government. Sir, this will bea 
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war forced upon us; we cannot, under existing | put it to the nation—was it brave? Was it con- 
circumstances, avoid it. To wound our enemy | sistent with that independence we profess to 
in the most vulnerable part should only be consid- | maintain, to submit without a struggle to that 
ered. Sir, I trust, if our differences with Great | annihilation of the liberties of those hardy sons of 
Britain are not speedily adjusted, (of which, in- | their country, seeking their subsistence on the wa- 
deed, I have no expectation,) we shall take Can- | tery element, that common highway of nations? 
ada. Yes, sir, by force; by valor; not by seduc- | Sir, they are our brothers, they are entitled to the 
tion, as the gentleman from Virginia expresses it. | same privileges, to the same protection. Yet the 
I have no reliance on their friendship—I hope it! gentleman from Virginia feels no sympathizing 
will not be calculated on. Sir, Iam not deterred | emotions, of soul, on calling to mind the hard- 
from the firm purposes of my mind, by the predic- | ships they endure. Yet, sir, he declares to us that 
tions of the gentleman from Virginia. I haveno| should he be convinced that Great Britain has 
fears, sir, that the people of our country will de- | either directly or indirectly spilled the blood of 
sert their Government while asserting the rights | our citizens, he would hesitate no longer, he 
of the country; and I must believe, that gentle- | would march to Canada. Let him, sir, turn bis 
man’s assertion, to the contrary notwithstanding, | eyes to those floating mansions, he will there be- 
that Virginia will not be the last to afford sup- | hold the blood of our citizens—brave, honest, in- 
plies. We are told, sir, that Republicans are in- | dustrious citizens—streaming in torrents, shed by 
consistent; that, in 1798, they refused to raise an | the hands of their brothers, their friends. We 
army, although General WasHinaTon would be | have been told, sir, that Great Britain never will 
at their head, and that we then had sufficient | relinquish her right, (for such they affect to call 
cause lo go to war with the Directory of France. | it;) for one, sir, L never will submit to it. I had 
For myself, sir, I was at that period conning the | rather that fast-aachored isle, that protector of 
lessons of childhood. I will not now undertake | the liberties of the world, should be swept from 
to say, whether, at that time, there was or was | the catalogue of nations than submit that one 
not cause for war, as has been declared. To me! American—one natural-born citizen—should, at 
it matters not. Sir, Í am just commencing my , her will, be torn from nis family, his country, and 
political career ; I am consistent ; I find my coun- | kept in a state of the most horrid slavery. Sir, 
iry degraded by insults unrevenged ; almost ruin- | this will not be a war of conquest. It will be a 
ed by her efforts to preserve friendship with na- | struggle for existence. Iam sorry | have detain- 
tions who feel power and forget right; and, al- | ed the House for a moment; I perfectly agree 
though l am opposed to the principle of having | with the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Troup) 
large standing. armies in our country, yet, sir, | that we should put an end to debate. I have 
under these circumstances, I feel justifiable in de- ' been drawn into these remarks by what fell from 
parting from the genera! principle. Washington | my colleague. I again repeat, that his doctrine is 
is no more? Yes, sir, the Father of his Country | nothing more or less than submission. Sir, I de- 
can no longer wield its destinies. But I trusti nounce the principle. 

there are men, (without resorting to acquitted | Mr. Boyp.—Mr. Speaker, I should not have 
felons,) Mr. Speaker, on whom the confidence of | risen, on the present occasion, had not the honor- 
this nation might in safety repose ; men whose | able Committee of Foreign Relations requested 
military skill would be fully adcquate to every jall those that did not intend to vote for such 
emergency; men who, actuated by that patriotic | ulterior measures as they might hereafter find 
love of country, not uncommon in the annals of | necessary to bring forward, would not vote for 
this nation, would fight our battles, redeem the í the present resolutions, as they were a part of a 
national-spirit, and, when natious had returned to aysen that might eventuate in war, &c. From 
a sense of justice, and reparation had been made ! those observations, I feel myself, and those that 
for the wrongs wantonly inflicted on us, would, | I in part have the honor to represent, called on 
without hesitation, resign their authority into the | to say how far I will go, and how far I will not 
hands of the Government from whence it ema- | go. Sir, when we talk about war, we ougit to 
nated. We have been told, Mr. Speaker, that | know for what we are going to wage it, and to 
Great Britain is fighting the battles of the world ; | see that the means are commensuraie to the end. 
that we are protected by that nation “ who rides ` Let it not be thought by this that I have any apo- 
on the mountain wave, whose home is on the | logy to make for Great Britain, or her manifold 
deep.” Sir, for myself, I disclaim her protection | wrongs. I have none. I say, perish the heart, 
protected in what, sir? In our property ? No; | the head. and the tongue, that will attempt her 
itis a notorious fact that we are plundered in | justification or apology! No, sir, they are a nation 
every quarter of the world—on our coasts—even | of pirates, and have committed many Wrongs on 
in the very mouths of our harbors. Are we pro- | us; and it becomes us to look for our remedy. and 
tected in our liberties? Let the voice of our im- | how it is to be obtained. We are told that these 
pressed seamen, torn from their homes, their | resolutions are a part of a war measure. I do 
wives, their families, speak their protection! Let | not receive them as such, but as preparatory to 
the cries of their miserable offspring, deprived of | what may happen or become necessary. But. for 
their protector, their friend, their father, declare | argument sake, suppose it so, and that we are to 
their protection. But, sir, L have done. Iam un- | have war—your army raised, and ready to march 
willing to cast a censure on the Government of | to the Canadas; with how many are you going 
my native country ; but I put it to this House, 1 | to take them? In my opinion, not less than fifty 
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thousand men will be required. Suppose the Eng- 
lish should be driven out of Spain and Portugal, 
(which may by this time be the case, or it may 
soon be so,) what number of troops can she send 
to reinforce her possessions and meet you? But, 
say some gentlemen, American blood has been 
spilt, and we must avenge it. How is that to be 
done? For gallons will you spill torrents; or am 
Ito understand that we shall have war without 
bloodshed? Sir, let those that think so turn their 
attention to the Revolutionary war—the Sugar- 
house in New York, the Prevost, the Prison-ship, 
the Wallabout, Fort Washington, White Plains, 
Princeton, Trenton, Monmouth, Brandywine, 
Guilford, and many other places. New Jersey has 
had her full share of the fighting—other States 
the benefit; and if we have war again, we shall 
have our share of fighting—others the loaves and 
fishes. But, sir, I will nct complain: we obtained 
our liberty, and I am willing to support it in the 
best possible manner. But here another question 
arises. You go to war for the right to export 
our surplus produce—tobacco, cotton, flour, with 
many other articles. Let me ask, what will be 
your export while that war continues? Will you 
have any? Ithinknot. But I will suppose that 
you could export without interruption ; would the 
whole of the exportable produce pay for the war 
during the continuance of it? No, it would not. 
Sir, it would take less money from the Govern- 
ment to pay for it, and make a fire of it. Nearly 
thirty years have elapsed since the Revolutionary 
war, and that war not half paid for. Is not the 
war-worn soldier calling on us every day with his 
demands? You are about to drain your Treas- 
ury, borrow money, enlarge your pension list, 
build additional hospitals, increase our nationa 
debt, not to be extinguished or paid off, but to be 
a lasting burden on the people. But, say the hon- 
orable committee, our honor requires it. It is 
well; I honor the spirit and magnanimity of the 
committee, and have no doubt of their courage 
and zeal for our country’s rights. But, sir, you 
must take young men for action—old men for 
counsel. It isan easy matter to go to law or war, 
but it isa hard matter to get out of it. The gen- 
tleman from Maryland, (Mr. Wrteut,) in defend- 
ing the character of the soldier, has given usa 
quotation, viz: 
“Honor and shame from no condition rise, 
“ Act well your part, there all the honor lies.” 


I will give him another, from the same author- 
ity, viz: 
“« A wit’s a feather, a chief's a rod ;* 
“ An honest man’s the noblést work of God.” 


But, apart from this, let us suppose war, and 
admit that it will be successful, so far as proposed 
—the British driven from the Canadas and Hali- 
fax, and their trade intercepted for years to an 
extensive amount—what then has she to hope or 
fear from us? Nothing. Will she then respect 
ourrights? No. But! willsuppose that we force 
her to a treaty of amity and commerce, acknowl- 


edging our rights to the utmost of our wishes; 
how lorg will she keep it? Not an hour longer 
than suits her convenience or interest. There 
is no trust to be put in her compacts. Witness 
Erskine’s arrangement. I say, keep on your re- 
strictions; keep the country in peace, if possible, 
under all your privations, and they are many. 
Has not our country increased in wealth and pop- 
ulation, in a superior degree to any country on 
earth? Are we not at this moment in the enjoy- 
ment of peace and plenty at home—every man 
under his own vine and fig-tree, and none to make 
him afraid—with complete protection for person 
and property? Yes. But our merchants must be 
protected—they have a right to our protection, 
say some—it is the merchant that gives life and 
spring to agriculture. Idenyit. Itis the planter 
—the cultivator—that is the foundation on which 
every other branch of our associated population 
depends; and it is the surplus of his productions 
that makes the merchant, and his profits that make 
the banks. You have made many laws for their 
protection ; they have disobeyed them all, and will 
disobey them. Have they not told you, continu- 
ally, to let them alone; that they knew their own 
business best? Sir. before I would engage ina 
war, to which I could not see a prospect of a favor- 
able issue, I would let them alone. Sir, the Pre- 
sident is made, by the Constitution, the treaty- 
making power; he is also to give us the state of 
the Union. He isthe Executive. He has given 
us the state of the Union, and made his requisi- 
tions ; andif I give him what he asks, I give him 
enough; and that I am willing to give, and more 
when he shall requireit. Butlam notto be fötced 
further yet. It appears to me that the honorable 
committee hasa mind to Gideonize us—rejecting 
the fearful and faint-hearted. Will they prove us 
by the waters, and reject all such as will not lap 
as the dog lappeth? For, sir, they have told us 
that all that did not intend to vote for such ulte- 
rior measures as they might have occasion here- 
after to bring forward, ought not to vote for the 
resolutions. Now, sir, it remains for me to tell 
them and the House, that I will not leave the ranks 
of my country. I will vote for the resolutions, 
and consider myself at liberty to vote hereafter as 
the nature of the case may require, and my con- 
science shall direct. I have no more to say at 
this time. 

Mr. Lacock spoke in favor of the report. 

Two or three unsuccessful motions were made 
to adjourn. 

Mr. Ranpoupw stated his intention to make 
some further remarks against the report, which 
might occupy two or three hours of the time of 
the House. He then renewed the motion, to ad- 

j journ; which was carried; and the House ad- 
D to Monday. 


Monpay, December 16. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from Cowles Mead, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Mississippi Territory, enclosing 
the copy ofa presentment against Harry Toulmin, 


* Witness Bonaparte. 
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Judge of the Superior Court for the Washington | 
district, in said Territory, made by the grand 

jury of Baldwin county; which were read, and 

ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Lewts, the petition of Return | 
J. Meigs, and others, witnesses against Aaron | 
Burr, presented the ninth of November, 1807, was 
referred to the committee appointed the twentieth 
ultimo, to provide compensation for witnesses in 
criminal prosecutions depending in courts of the 
United States. 

Mr. Finney presented petitions of several 
Christian denominations residing in the Western i 
parts of the United States, praying that mails, 
may not be carried, and that post offices may not 
be opened on Sundays,—Referred to the Postmas- | 
ter General, i i 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, the Committee on 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire whe- 
ther any, and what, provision ought to be made, to 
prevent the sale of land, at private sale, (in case 
of reversion) for a less price than the land had 
been sold for at the public sales: and that they 
have leave to report by bill, or otherwise, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “for complet- 
ing existing Military Establishments ;” to whith 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 

MUNITIONS OF WAR. 


Mr. Seyserr, from the committee = 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- | 
lates to the manufacture of cannon and a 

| 


arms, and the providing munitions of war, made 
a detailed report thereon; which was read. 

The report is as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred “so much of 
the President’s Message as relates to the manufacture 
of cannon and small arms and the providing munitions 
of war,” after having, according to order, considered 
the several subjects submitted, beg leave to report, in 

art: 
p That it is, at all times, expedient for a nation to be 
supplied with an ample stock of all such articles and 
materials as are requisite for defensive or offensive op- 
erations. Such provisions will make its citizens con- 
fident at home, whilst they, at the same time, guaran- 
tee respect on the part of forcign nations. No onc, itis 
presumed, will deny that an extensive supply of the in- 
plements of war is preferable to the amount of their cost 
lying buried in the vaults ofthe Treasury, more especially 
when it is considered, that on occasions of the first im- 
portance they are indispensably neccessary, and that for 
the greater part they are imperishable from their nature. 
The proposition just laid down will appear cvident, 
when it is recollected that the least rumor of a war will | 
immediately add to the value of such articles, very 
generally, from fifty to one hundred per centum; nay, 
this declaration might be carried much farther, and it | 


in the case of fire-arms of every description. When 
it becomes absolutely necessary to provide such equip- 
ments, contractors always insist upon their own terms. 
Experience has proved, that contracts under such cir- 
cumstances on national account, (we do not confine this 
assertion to our own country,) have been made toa 
great disadvantage. Regular annual supplies, in times 
of peace, should always be preferred. It would be un- 
warrantable in the extreme to hazard a want of this 
kind until the last moment—until the enemy may be 
at our doors. It will be in vain to look for additions 
from Europe, at a period when the extensive naval 
force of an enemy, aided by many private armed ships, 
shall swarm on the ocean. Who could then be so 
hardy as to entertain the expectation of frequent ar- 
rivals in our ports ! 


It is with peculiar satisfaction your committee finds 
itself enabled, under the warranty of the proper depart- 
ment, to state that many of the most necessary, are 
articles of which there is a considerable stock on hand, 
and that others of them are abundant in our territories. 
Or, in the words of the Message, we may be permitted 
to repeat, that “the manufacture of cannon and small 
arms, and the stock and resources of all the necessary 
munitions, are adequate to emergencies.” 


The flourishing state of the foundries throughout 
the United States; they have been heretofore success- 
fully employed, on Government account, in Rhode 
Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, &c. ‘The regular supplies of small 
arms, of every description, from the establishments 
which are now under the control of the Government, 
and these seconded by the several contracts which have 
been already made with individuals in various parts of 
the Union, together with the ease with which they 
may be multiplied so as to meet any demands which 
circumstances may require, independent of the ar- 
rangements made on the part of the State individually, 
are soine of the many proofs which demonstrate the 
great resources of this Republic. What nation can 
boast of more, or better iron, than the United States? 
Our foundries have not only been in successful ope- 
ration, they are far from being infantile, and have ar- 
rived at perfection. Upon the best authority, we state 
the furnaces, forges, aud bloomeries, in the United 
States, to be five hundred and thirty. The art of bor- 
ing cannon is, in many places in Europe, deemed a 
secret of great importance; they there keep their cut- 
ters concealed from strangers in leathern bags. In the 
United States this process is so well understood, that 
an inspector of our artillery has declared to the world 
“ he never was compelled to reject a gun on account 
of a defect in the bere,” though he examined “ up- 
wards of two thousand cannon of different calibers.” 

It is notorious that we muy have lead, from the mines 
of our country, to any amount. Our resources for salt- 
petre in the Western States are said to be inexhaust- 
able. Qf sulphur we have a considerable stock in 
store. Each of the States can furnish an extensive 
catalogue of powder mills; their number in the Uni- 


may not be out of place to notice the fact, that, under | ten States amounts to two hundred and seven, and 
circumstances far from being the most unfavorable, many of them are celebrated for the excellence of their 
refined saltpetre has commanded the enormous price of | powder. Notwithstanding these facts, it is necessary to 
one dollar and fifty cents per pound; whereas, its or-| repeat, that under the present aspect of affairs, it is 
dinary value is about thirty cents per pound in our proper a further provision of all the munitions of war 
markets. be forthwith made. Expenditures to a considerable 

It is, also, well known, that all manufactured arti- amount, when applied to such purposes, will ultimately 
cles, which are made in haste, are generally very | be found to be economy in the true sense and meaning 
defective—this should be particularly gnarded against | ofthe term, by the saving of the diference between ihe 
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present prices and such as will be demanded when we 
shall be at war. In conformity with these views, your 
committee beg leave to report a hill. 

Mr. BEYBERT, from the same committee, also 
presented a bill authorizing the purchase of ord- 
nance aud ordnance stores, camp equipage, and 
other quartermaster’s stores, and small arms; 
which was read, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Friday next. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the unfinished business, being the report of the 
Committee of Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Ranvotru sald, that he could not express 
his deep sense of the politeness of the House, ex- 
cept by the regret he felt at the very poor return 
which they were about to receive for their indul- 
gence. Helamented that it was not in his power 
to thank, in the name of all the old Republi- 
cans of 1798 and 1799, his worthy friend from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Sranrorp,) for the sound, 
sensible, pertinent, and Constitutional speech, 
which he had delivered the other day against this 
resolution. But he feared, if a writ were to issue 
against that old party—as had been facetiously 
said, ia another body, of our valiant Army—it 
would be impossible for a constable with a search 
warrant to find it. There must bea return of 
non est inventus. Death, resignation, and deser- 
tion, had thinned their ranks. They had disap- 
peared. New men and new doctrines had suc- 
ceeded. He was astonished at the frailty of some 
memorics; or rather, at their aptness to remem- 
ber to forget everything but what subserved their 
present purposes. ; : 

Diluted down, and frittered away, indeed, as 
this proposition had been by his worthy colleague, 
(Mr. Neuson,) and his excellent friend from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Macon,) it was compara- 
tively a subject of small importance, Yet, as 
argued by others, it assumed the most imposing 
magnitude. lt was no less than a question of 


war or peace. Mr. R. proceeded to compare the 
“provocations cf France in 1798 with any now 


complained of, and to show the inconsistency of 
Republicans in supporting the present measures. 
He said he would state some among many of the 
causes of: difference at that time between the two 
Republics. Yes, sir, the French Republic !— 
mighty magic then in the phrase. It was almost 
as potent as the terms Emperor and King in later 
days. He referred to the Message of the Presi- 
dent of June 18, 1798, accompanied by the cor- 
respondence of our Ministers at Paris with the 
French Minister of Foreign Relations. After 
replying to his three several heads of complaint 
against us, our Envoys had proceeded to expose 
the monstrous violation on the part of France of 
every priaciple of justice and of public law, and 
in open defiance of her plighted faith to the Uni- 
ted States: 

“The undersigned will not resume, Citizen Minis- 
ter, the painful task of re-urging the multipled injuries 
which have been accumulated on their country, and 
which have been in some degree detailed in their me- 
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morial of the 17th January last. They cannot, how- 
ever, decline to remonstrate against a measure which 
has been announced since that date. The legislative 
councils of the French Republic have decreed that— 
“Ist. The condition of ships in everything which. 
concerns their character as neutrals or enemies, shall 
be determined by their cargo ; consequently, every Ves- 
sel found at sea, laden in whole or in part with mer- 
chandise, coming out of England: or its possessions; 
shall be declared good prize, whoever may be the pro+ 
prietors of such commodities or merchandise. š 
“2ndly. No foreign vessel, which, in the course of 
its voyage, shall have entered into an English port, 
shall be admitted into any port of the French Repub- 
lic, but in the case of necessity; in which case the 
vessel shall be obliged to depart from such port as soon 
as the cause of entry shall have ceased.” : ; 
This decree went to sweep off the ocean every 
ship of the United States, and almost of the 
whole world—for, except perhaps a Chinese junk, 
there was hardly a vessel to be found on the 
ocean without some article of merchandise that 
had “come out of England or its possessions.” 
It was an interdict of the direct trade in our own 
commodities, fer no vessel could take tobacco, 
cotton, bread-stuff, &c., to London or Liverpool, 
and bring back a return cargo, without coming 
under that decree; and, without returns, there 
could be no export, for export and import were 
correlative terms; the one could not exist with- 
out the other; there could as soon be a wife with- 
outa husband, a child without a parent, a mas- 
ter withont a servant; the one implied the other. 
To talk of export without import was argumen- 
tum ex absurdo. Here, then, was a prohibition 
of that direct trade, that pittance, that minimum 
of maritime right, for which gentlemen are how 
willing to go to war. He put these facts to gehe ` 
tlemen who now stickle about the direct trade, 
with which the Orders in Council interfere. 
Was he, therefore, the defender of those Orders? 
He stated the parallel cases to show that against 
the anti-neutral decrees of France, Republicans 
had refused to vote armies and fleets. But those 
times had passed away. The sternuess of our 
republican princtples had not then melted away 
by basking in the sunshine of a republican Court. 
He would not enter into a disgusting recital of 
other French injuries and abominations; he 
would confine himself to thuse daring maritime 
insults and aggressions, which had been chastised 
by the valor of American tars, while happily the 
fleets of oar enemy were pinioned in port, or crip- 
pled at sea, by her great rival. It was matter of 
curiosity to look into some of the causes of com- 
plaint urged against us by the notorious citizen 
Talleyrand, ex-bishop of Autun, &c. In his ca- 
pacity of Minister of Foreign Relations, he had, 
among other complaints, represented to our Min- 
isters, in an official note, that “'The newspapers 
‘known to be under the indirect control of the 
‘Cabinet. have, since the treaty, redoubled the 
‘invectives and calumnies against the Republic, 
‘and against her principles, her magistrates, and 
‘her Envoys, Pamphlets, openly paid for by the 
: Minister of Great Britain, have reproduced, in 
‘ every form, those insults and calumnies; with- 
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‘ out a state of things so scandalous having ever 
‘attracted the attention of the Government, 
‘which might have repressed it. On the con- 
‘trary, the Government itself was intent upon 
t encouraging this scandal in its public acts.” 

. We had greater inducements to raise men in 
. 1798 than now. There were then French pos- 
sessions in our neighborhood, from which a pre- 
datory war, under French and Spanish colors, 
had been waged upon our commerce, even in our 
own harbors, and on our own shores, which had 
no parallel, unless in the depredations, the rapine 
and plunder of the Barbary corsairs on the oppo- 
site coasts of Christendom. Our little fleet at 
that time triumphed in the West Indian seas. It 
was in our power to have applied the remedy to 
the actual seat of the disease. Not only was our 
fair and legitimate commerce with England pro- 
hibited—the trade from London to New York, 
and, by consequence,from New York to London— 
but we were forbidden to barter, even with a 
neutral, for any article “coming out of England, 
or its possessions;” nay, more—our vessels en- 
gaged in any such trade, were, ipso facto, stamped. 
with the character of enemy. The cargo—even 
the minutest part of it—a single volume, printed 
in England, determined the character of the 
whole, and of the vessel also. It was a commer- 
cial attainder, working a general corruption of 
the whole mass. 

The nation had been brought into its present 
alarming and unprecedented situation by means 
in no wise unaccountablc—by steps as direct and 
successive as Tlogarth’s celebrated series of prints, 
“The Rake’s Progress,” beginning at the gaming 
table and ending in a jail, or in bedlam, Our 
difficulties began to show themselves in 1805 and 
1806, when a wise mun from the East (Bidwell) 
was sent to govern the American House of Com- 
mons, in quality of manager. With what degree 
of fidelity he had discharged this duty, we might 
judge from that which he had since displayed in 
far inferior trusts. We had commenced our sys- 
tem somewhat on the plan of Catharine of Rus- 
sia, when she lent her nominal aid to the coali- 
tion; we had dealt even more profusely than she 
in manifestoes; we began, under the instigation 
of mercantile cupidity, to contend by prociama- 
tions and resolutions tor the empire of the ocean. 
But, instead of confining ourselves as she had 
done to this bloodless warfare, we must copy 
the wise example of her successors, and after our 
hattle of Friedland, he supposed, we also shouid 
‘have our peace of Tilsit. He gave the little mi- 
nority praise for having kept the Administration 
in check, under the salutary restraint of a rigor- 
ous examination of their acts~although the Ad- 
ministration had run away with the eredit of 
wishing to takea strong attitude, and had thrown 
the blame of thwarting their measures on the 
opposition. That opposition had been composed 
of all sects and persuasions; but he now perceived 
that the greater part of them (the Federalists) 
had gone over to the Court party, for a very ob- 
vious reason—because they foresee at the end of 
the journey, Mr. Speaker, that your defeat will 


secure their triumph. I wish the gentlemen on 
my left (the majority) joy of their new travel- 
ling companions. 

But he could trace the origin of our present 
difficulties a little further back than the years 
1805 and 1806—to the refusal of our Government 
to prolong the Treaty of London, which, by its 
own limitations, had expired within two years 
after the conclusion of the war. But for the 
truce of Amiens—for it hardly deserved the name 
of a peace—that treaty would now be in opera- 
tion. The refusal to prolong its stipulations, at 
least during the continuance of the war; to con- 
sider the peace of Amiens as in effect no actual 
termination of the contest; the rejection of the 
overtures made by the English Ministry to rein- 
state it, was a capital error, for which no states- 
man could atone. Admitting, for argument’s 
sake, the treaty to have been in the first instance 
impolitic ; yet, on the accession of the late Presi- 
dent to the chair—he might as well say the 
throne, for he understood a throne to be only a 
magnificent chair—under the practical operation 
of that treaty, the commerce of the country was 
in the “full tide of successful experiment.” It 
was, to say the best of it. whim, madness, a mag- 
got of the brain, the wildest of vagaries, to refuse 
to prolong that treaty when it was proposed by 
the British Government, thus laying the founda- 
tion for a breach which has since been widening. 
On the Revolution of 1801, that Government 
had been led to apprehend, from the language 
held by prostituted presses in this LouD Erie 
meant the presses of both parties—that the per- 
sons who then came into power would throw 
themselves into the arms of France. But they 
were agreeably disappointed ; they were soon un- 
deceived. This Government was at that time 
directed by mea who understood and pursued the 
true interests of the country. Mr. R. said that 
he stood in such a situation, at that time, as ena- 
bied him to pronounce that every fear of that 
sort on the part of the British Cabinet was dissi- 
pated. An unfeigned cordiality had been kept 
up between us and the Court of St. James, with- 
out, at the same time, disturbing the amity sub- 
sisting between us and France. Even the refu- 
sal to renew the Treaty of London, ill advised 
as it was, did not immediately impair the good 
understanding which existed between Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. But to this, after 
some ill-timed threats and bickerings. succeeded 
the rejection of the Treaty of Mr. Monroe—he 
said of Mr. Monroe, because, although another 
gentleman was united with him in the mission, 
he suspected that he had as little efficient agency 
in that treaty as Mr. R. himself. He believed, 
that at this time, we should be very willing to 
accept of that scouted treaty, even with the caveat 
of Lords Holland and Auckland attached to it— 
for in that light he had always considered the 
obnoxious note. Surely it was more candid and 
honorable to apprize us, beforehand, of their in- 
tentions, under a certain contingency. than to 
hold it up in mental reservation until the event 
should have occurred. In any event, that note, 
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just political views; 
Colonial Assembly of Jamaica; who had kindly 

spared us the trouble of declaring war; galled 

and seared as we had been by his taunts, we 

should hardly turn up our noses at the note of 
the British Commissioners. The imperial chal- 

ice of insult had been drained to the very dregs. 

Even our diplomatic worm had turned and 

writhed beneath the heel of the imperial oppres- | 
sor. Yes, we would unquestionably be willing | 
to occupy the ground offered to us in 1806, to 

accept the terms of that despised and rejected 

treaty—rejected, as if in scorn—but for purposes 

too visible to need explanation or comment. Sup- 

pose, sir, at this day you had to require the opin- 

ion of the Executive Government on the merits 

of that instrument, of whom would you demand 

it? Through what channel would you receive 

it? Mr. R. presumed, through the Department 

of State. By whose opinion would you be guided, 

by that of the ex-Secretary, or of the Sceretary 

in fact? How would you settle the matter be- 

tween them? Would you compound it? 


‘> But we are told, and by men of honor too, that 


we stand pledged to France. I was not sur- 
prised, sir, to see this asserted by factious jour- 
nalists, bat I confess my astonishment; nay, my 
grief and indignation, when I hear it asserted on 
this floor, by men whom I honor, whom I love, 


. whom I revere! Bound to France, as Sinbad 


f 


- in bar of an indictment for felony. 


, our perdition. 


: the sailor was bound to the putrifying corpse of 


his deceased wife. If so, then have we sealed 
Will any man contend that we 
have the right to transfer to a foreign Despot the 
power of making war for us, upon whom and 
when he shall please? No,sir, I deny it; such is 
not our miserable, our hopeless condition, We 
are not bound to France, and, so help me God, 
with my consent, we never shall be so bound. 
What will your constituents say to this? Sup- 
pose they crowd your table with memorials and 
instructions against this measure, will you reply 
to them with the coolness of a modern duellist— 
“Weare bound in honor; we are sorry for it, but 
cannot help it. The sacred trust which you re- 
posed in us we have betrayed ; the high attributes 
of sovereignty, the power of war and peace with 
which you clothed us for your own good, we 
have made over, by Jegislative legerdemain, to 
the great oppressor of our name and race. We 
are spell bound, under incantation, and must 
obey.” Will the people endure this? Is the 
power of making war transferred from the Ameri- 
can Congress to France? and by chicanery too ? 
Bound to France! By what? By a contriy- 
ance, an artifice the most bungling—by a quibble 
which a Newgate solicitor would blush to plead 
But, sir, if 
you have sold yourselves into foreign bondage, I 
pray you to show me the equivalent, the quid 
pro quo. What have you got in exchange trom 


pottage, the miserable dish of French broth, of 

soup maigre, for which you have bartered away 

your birthright; the birthright of a whole people ; 

the right of self-government; the power over war 

and peace! Shall we look into the official, re- 

sponsible correspondence, of our own Govern- 

ment for this equivalent? We have their un-s 
questionable testimony that France has played us } 
false. The Secretary of State, in his letter of 

the 10th of December last to General Turreau 

says: 

«The act of Congress of May last had for its object, 
not merely the recognition of a speculative legitimate 
principle, but the enjoyment of a substantial benefit. 
The overture therein presented, obviously embraced 
the idea of commercial advantage. It included the 
reasonable belief, that an abrogation of the Berlin and 
Milan decrees would leave the ports of France as free 
for the introduction of the produce of the United 
States as they were previously to the promulgation of 


those decrees, 


“The restrictions of the Berlin and Milan decree 
had the effect of restraining the American merchants 
from sending their vessels to France. The interdic- 
tion in the system that has been substituted, against 
the admission of American products, will have the 
effect of imposing upon them an equal restraint. If, 
then, for the revoked decrees, municipal laws, pro- 
ducing the same commercial effect, have been substi- 
tuted, the mode only, and not the measure, has under- 
gone an alteration.” 


France, then, by the solemn declaration of our 
own Government, has done by municipal decrees 
what her edicts of Berlin, Milan, &c., could not 
more. completely have effected. Like a true 
chevalier d'industrie, she tells you—* My decrees 
shall be withdrawa:” and, when she has you in 
her clutches, she achieves her purpose of robbery 
and plunder by a change of the mode—munici- 
pally—by municipal decrees—and we, good easy 
men, are satisfied. She may rob and plunder to 
her heart’s content; she may violate every right 
of hospitality ; decoy us into her ports, and then 
strip us to the skin—but mark, 1 pray you, not 
under the Berlin and Milan decrees—not under 
“edicts affecting our neutral relations”—but as 
how, I beseech you? Why, in a civil way—mu- 
nicipally. To be pledged to’ France, (suppose 
it possible) we must have a bona fide revocation 
of her unjust edicts carried into lasting effect— 
not a subtle, oracular, Delphic response, “ which 
keeps the word of promise to the ear, but breaks 
it to the hope.” Can you carry your tobacco, 
cotton, or bread-stuffs to France? Go with your 
tobacco ; there is but one buyer, and, of course, 
can be but one seller to supply her market. The 
imperial tobacconist possesses the monopoly ; he 
gives you what he pleases, and that you must 
take. T'o be sure you have the privilege of trans- 
porting it by land from Bordeaux, seven hundred 
miles, into Germany. Your cotton is excluded 
by enormous duties; your bread-stuffs she does 
not want. She secretly supplies them herself to 
her enemy, at the same time that she interdicts 
your supply, which might come into competition 
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with hers. Whether the Orders in Council are 
repealed I know not, and I care not. They do 
not prevent us from trading with France; France 
herself excludes us. They have not prevented 
thirty millions of American property from find- 
ing its way into the ports of France, and thence 
into the imperial coffers. How did this property 
get there? He spoke of the practical effect of 
the Orders in Council. Their principle, or want 
of principle, was another thing. “The Berlin 
and Milan decrees,” as our own Government had 
officially pronounced, “had restrained the Ameri- 
can merchants from sending their vessels to 
France.” No sooner were they duped into a be- 
lief that these injurious decrees were, or would 
be removed, than thirty millions of American 
property (the Orders in Council to the contrary 
notwithstanding) found its way to France, to be 
caught in her municipal trap. And we are to go 
to war for the privilege of a scanty trade, under 
licenses, with France—taking our returns in 
French silks—at the very instant that we our- 
selves are passing prohibitory and highly penal 
laws against this very licensed trade! ‘This is 
the consummation of folly and inconsistency. 

Reverse the picture—suppose your vessels con- 
demned in English ports for having touched at a 
French port, or having been searched by a French 
cruiser. ` The proceeds poured into the coffers of 
the British Exchequer to the amount of thirty 
miHions. The British Ministry mock you with 
a nominal revocation of their Orders in Council, 
substituting some contrivance that answers the 
sameend. Your diplomatic puppet gathers cour- 
age to ask for the plundered property of our citi- 
zens. He is told, with true French nonchalance, 
“Why, as to that affair, it is to be settled hy the 
law of reprisal.” What would you say? Sir, 
you are laughed at as idiots, for expecting the 
restotation of thirty millions from the grasp of a 
foreign Power—and that power France! You 
may as well go to Algiers to look for the money. 

Mr. R. said, that having attempted to describe 
the aggressions of France in 1798 and 1799, 
when the Republicans refused to go to war with 
her, he would now advert to injuries of a later 
date, and he challenged a comparison of them 
with those of any nation under the sun. 

In the year 1800, a treaty was negotiated by 
Mr. Davie, and other Commissioners appointed 
by Mr. Adams, with the present ruler of the 
French Empire. This treaty, signed by Bona- 
parte’s own hand, was ratified by the late Presi- 
dent (Mr, Jefferson) and the Senate, the succeed- 
ing year. 

The third article provides for the mutual res- 
toration of the public ships taken during the ex- 
istence of-hostilities between the two contracting 

arties : 

The fourth for the restoration of property cap- 
tured (in actual war) and not definitively con- 
demned: 

The sixth declares “that commerce between 
the parties shali be free.” ‘The subsequent con- 
duct of the French Government is a suitable 
ommentary on this text—free.’ This was 


French freedom, he supposed. But hear the 8th 
article: 

«To favor commerce on both sides, it is agreed, 
that, if in case a war should break out between the 
two nations, which God forbid! the term of six months 
after the declaration of war shall be allowed to the 
merchants and other citizens, and inhabitants respect- 
ively, on the one side and the other, during which time 
they shall be at liberty to withdraw themselves, with 
their effects and movcables, which they shall be at lib- 
erty to carry, send away or sell, as they please, with- 
out the least obstruction. Nor shall their effects, 
much less their persons, be seized, during such term 
of six months. On the-contrary, passports, which 
shall be valid for a time necessary for their return, 
shall be given to them for their vessels, and the effects 
which they shall be willing to send away or carry with 
them; and such passports shall be a safe conduct 
against all insults and prizes which privateers may 
attempt against their persons and effects. And if any 
thing be taken from them, or any injury done to them 
or their effects, by one of the parties, their citizens or 
inhabitants, within the term above prescribed, full sat- 
isfaction shall be made to them on that account.” 

And yet,sir, in a time of profound peace; in 
the face of this solemn stipulation; iu the teeth 
of this treaty, signed by his own hand, when the 
imperial ruler of France himself could not insin- 
uate that we had infringed one iota of it, had our 
merchants been decoyed into his ports, robbed, 
incarcerated, treated with every species of con- 
tumely and disgrace, in a manner in which, had 
we been at open war with France, he was not at 
liberty to treat them until after a fair notice of 
six months. In Bordeaux, Antwerp, Amster- 
dam—in every port under the control of France— 
not forgetting Naples, the kingdom of Joachim 
Murat—there had been one uninterrupted scene 
of American plunder. In private life, there was 
a description of men so flagitious, so notorious 
for the disregard of every principle of moraiity, 
honor, and religion, as to be considered privi- 
leged to do and to say what they pleased ; and in 
this class we seemed disposed to rank the present 
ruler of France. He stood absolved from all the 
obligations which are binding on other men. No 
act of turpitude, or ill faith from him, could ex- 
cite any emotion or surprise; it was overlooked 
as a matter of course. 

By the Article 12th. “It shall be lawful for the citi- 
zens of either country to sail with their ships and mer- 
chandise (contraband goods always excepted) from 
any port whatever, to any port of the enemy of the 
other, and to sail and trade with their ships and mer- 
chandise with perfect security and liberty, from the 
countries, ports, and placcs, of those who are the ene- 
mies of both, or of either party, without any opposi- 
tion or disturbance whatsoever; and to pass not only 
directly from the places and ports of the enemy afore- 
mentioned, to neutral ports and places, but also from 
one place belonging to an enemy to another place 
belonging to an enemy, whether they be under the 
jurisdiction of the same Power, or under the several; 
unless such ports or places shall be actually blockaded, 
besieged, or invested.” 

“ Article 14th. It is hereby stipulated that free ships 
shall give a freedom to goods, and that everything 
shall be deemed to be free and exempt which shall be 
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burst upon the House, Mr. R. had been anxiously 
waiting for some great political or military pro- 
jector to point out a way by which we sould get 
at Halifax, or even at Quebec. He had seen and 
heard nothing that indicated a tolerably correct 
information of the subject. hilst England 
maintained the mastery of the Seas, and could 
throw supplies into them at pleasure, he supposed 
they were to be starved out. He was forcibly 
reminded of a ludicrous caricature, published soon 
after the siege of Gibraltar. That fortress was 
represented to lie in the moon—and whilst the 
Duke de Crillon was making passes at it with 
a small sword, Don Quixote, on his Rosinante, 
with Sancho (the best and most honest Governor 
of whom he had ever heard) mounted on Dapple, 
at his back, exclaimed, with true Castilian grav- 
ity to his trusty squire, “ well starve them out 
Sancho! This ttt-bit, Canada, which had in- 
flamed the cupidity of northern contractors, made 
us forget the disturbances among our savage 
neighbors—the hostilities committed or meditated 
along our whole northwestern and southern fron- 
tier. Symptoms of discontent were manifesting 
themselves among the Creeks—in the State of 
Georgia. As to Louisiana, he did not consider 
it as an integral part of the United States. ‘We 
had bought it and might sell it—he felt himself 
as much at liberty to sell it as to dispose of his 
own slaves. If we were to have war, he hoped 
it would be for something of greater national 
benefit than to enrich the commissaries and con- 
tractors from Michillimackinac to Niagara and 
Frontignac. 

He repelled the charge of avarice made against ` 
the opponents of the present measure. Avarice, . 
although the most sordid and degrading vice of . 
the individual character, was one of the first vir- - 
tues of astatesman. To husband the public rev- 
enues, to ease the public burdens, where consistent 
with the public interest, was one of the cardinal 
duties of a wise or beneficent Government. ie 
extolled the avarice of Elizabeth and her Bur- 
leigh and Walsingham, and that of Frederick the 
Great, which, aided by his genius, enabled him to 
build up a first rate power in Hurope—to make 
a Prussia. He compared the parsimony of these 
great Sovercigns and Ministers, with the profu- 
sion and prodigality that had overthrown the mon- 
archy of the Bourbons. We had been told of 
honor in one scale. and dollars and cents in the 
other—of cold calculators—the calculators were 
on the other side. They begin at home. Their 
generosity is not misapplied. ‘They were reck- 
oning up the portion of those very dollars and 
cents that might fall to their share. Seekers 
after commissions, embryo colonels and generals, 
coùtractors, commissaries, and the whole tribe of 
leeches that fasten on the public purse—these 
were thetrue calculators. His friend from North 
Carolina, and himself were calculating pro bono 
publico ; to save the people’s money, not to share 
it This was the character of their avarice. It 
was not of that description which views with 
equal eye, “the public million and the private 
groat.” f 


found on board the ships belonging to the citizens of 

either of the contracting patties, although the whole 

lading, or any part thereof, should appertain to the 
enemies of either, contraband goods being always cx- 

cepted.” . 

Under this article our ships have been burut 
` and sunk on the high seas, in the prosecution of 
: their lawful trade. 

« Article 17. And that captures on light suspicions 
may be avoided, and injuries thence arising prevented , 
itis agreed that when one party shall be engaged in 
war, and the other party be neuter, the ships of the 

neutral party shall be furnished with passports similar 
| to that described in the fourth article, that it may ap- 
pear thereby that the ships really- belong to the citi- 
zens of the neutral party; they shall be valid for any 
number of voyages, but shall be renewed every year— 
that is, if the ship happens to return home in the space 
of ayear. If the ships are luden, they shall be pro- 
vided not only with the passports abovementioned, but 
also with certificates similar to those described in the 
game article, so that it may be known whether they 
carry any contraband goods, No other paper shall he 
required, any usage or ordinance to the contrary not- 
withstanding. And if it shall not appear from the said 
certificates that there are contraband goods on board 
any such ship, and the commander of the same shall 
offer to deliver them up, the offer shall be accepted, 
and the ship shall be at liberty to pursue its voyage, 
unless. the quantity of contraband goods be greater 
than can conveniently be reccived on board the ship 
of war, or privateer, in which case the ship may be 
carried into port for the delivery of the same.” 

Article 18. Regulates the manner of search, 
“for the avoidance of disorder and abuse.” 

But why recite these stipulations, when our 
Minister at Paris had been compelled to state to 
the French Government, “that to appeal to our 
solemn treaty with the ruler of France, or to the 
laws of nations,” which are the principles of eter- 
nal justice and truth, “ would be literally to ap- 
j peal to the dead.” And yet, with all this glaring 
“testimony of French perfidy, injustice, injury, 
| and insult, we hear of pledges to France, of de- 

. signating our encmy, and that enemy not France. 
; Sir, if you go to war it will not be for the pro- 
{x tection of, or defence of your maritime rights. 

Gentlemen from the North have been taken up 
to some high mountain and shown all the king- 
A’: doms of the earth; and Canada seems tempting 
` in their sight. That rich vein of Gennesee land, 
- which is said to be even better on the other side 

of the lake than on this, Agrarian cupidity, not 
„maritime right, urges the war. Ever since the 
report of the Committce on Foreign Relations 
came into the House. we have heard but one word 

—like the whip-poor-will, but one eternal monot- 
. onous tone—Canada! Canada! Canada! Nota 

syllable about Halifax, which unquestionably 
should be our great object in a war for maritime 
security. Itis to acquire a prepondering northern 
influence, that you are to launch into war. For 
popo of maritime safety, the barren rocks of 

ermuda were worth more to us than all the 
deserts through which Hearne and McKenzie had 
pushed their adventurous researches. Since this 
great bomb, the report of the Committee, had 
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Mr. Rawno.pa returned’ his thanks to Mr. | importation act, had not our agents been obliged 
Jounson and Mr. Wrieutr for the courtesy and | to wink ata smuggling trade by that concern, in 
urbanity with which they had conducted the de- | order that the Indians might be furnished with 
bate. He said; although he felt no sort of delicacy | articles which we could no longer supply? As to 
towards General Wilkinson, yet, in deference to | the question whether the British Ministry were 
the feelings of the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. | capable of such an act? there was nothing too 
Wraicn,) who?fthinking of that person as he did, mean, too vile, too infamous for Governments 10 
had displayed much liberality towards Mr. Ran- | do. The veteran politician was unsusceptible of 
poLtPH—he should forbear the unnecessary eX-| friendship or enmity; he simulated the one or 
pression of opinions which wounded a gentleman | the other, just as it suited his own individual 
professing to be the personal friend of General | interest, his own crooked schemes and plans of ad- 
‘Wilkinson, and sincerely believing him innocent. | yancement, to which he made every other consid- 
Yet he must not be understood as modifying the | eration bend. 
opinions, which he had heretofore expressed of | The gentleman from Maryland had expressed 
that man, who was sometimes styled the Com- | surprise at Mr. Ranpowrn’s manner.of speaking 
mander-in-Chief. He had been compelled to | of our origin from an English stock. Could that 
wade through a mass of testimony respecting | gentleman repose his head upon his pillow with- 
him, among which that of the General himself | out returning thanks to God that he was descended 
was not the least conclusive, which left no more | from English parentage ? Whence but from that 
doubt on his mind as to his real character, than | origin came all the blessings of life, so far as politi- 
he had of the being of a God—and he must re- | eal privileges are concerned ? To what is it ow- 
nounce his reason before his conviction on either | ing that we areat this moment deliberating under 
subject could be shaken. The public sentiment! the forms of a free representative Government ? 
had pronounced an irreversible sentence, that no | Suppose we had been colonies of any other Eu- 
mock tribunal could affect. ropean nation—compare our condition with that 

Mr. R. said, that he had been misapprehended | of the Spanish, Portuguese, or French settle- 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Jonn- | ments in America? To what was our superiority 
son.) While he held himself utterly irrespon- | owing? To our Anglo-Saxon race. Suppose we 
sible for sentiments ascribed to him in the public | had descended from those nations—from the last, 
prints, where it was hard to tell whether his | especially, which stood self-condemned, on her 
language or his meaning was more perverted and | own confession, as incapable of free Government, 
mutilated, he should be sorry to be misunder- | hugging her chains, glorying in her shame, prid- 
stood by a gentleman on that floor, who had con- | ing herself in the slave’s last poor distinction, the 
ducted himself in debate with so much liberality splendor of her tyrant master? Had we sprung 
toward his adversary as that gentleman had dis- | from the loins of Frenchmen, (he shuddered at 
played. Mr. R. had never said, that on an ex- | the thought!) where would have been that proud 
plicit requisition of troops, by the Executive, he | spirit of resistance to Ministerial encroachment 
would vote the number required. He had said, on our rights and liberties, which achieved our 

y 


that if the Executive, who was charged with the independence? We should have snbmitted to the 
public defence, should declare to that House that 
this force was necessary to enable him to extend 
that protection over the United States and their 
dominions, which it was his duty to see afforded, 
for instance, to garrison New Orleans against 
meditated attack; to guard against apprehended 
danger from our savage neighbors, or from any 
formidable European Power—it would be with 
great distrust of his own judgment and informa- 
tion if be refused the grant. 

He had asked for proof of British connexion 
with the late massacre; he had been answered by 
one gentleman, “I have no doubt of it;” while 
another had attempted to show, from the history 
of our late war, (what no man ever denied,) that 
the Government of England was capable of such 
an act. He foresaw that he should have to post- 
pone his trip to Canada. He had asked for proof 
of the savages having been instigated by the Brit- | too,) Robert Treat Paine, not Tom. From Con- 
ish Government, or its agents, and he had been | necticut, Roger Sherman, a man of the most pro- 
told of the trade of the Northwest Company. | found political wisdom. From New York, James 
Was that any novelty? Might we not as well: Duane, John Jay. From New Jersey, Wiiliam 
charge ourselves with a participation in the act, | Livingston. From Pennsylvania, Thomas Mif- 
because we had furnished them with similar arti- | flin. From Delaware, Cæsar Rodney. Thomas 
cles? Was the Northwest Company the British | McKean. From Maryland. William Paca. From 
Government? Was it in any degree under the | Virginia, Peyton Randolph, George Washington, 
control of that Ministry 2 In fact, since the non- i Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Edmund Pendle- 


Grenville and North ministerial oppression. That 
which we lifted our hands against in determined 
scorn, would have been deemed an indulgence. 
Look at the provinee of New Spain, or Mexico, as 
it is, not with strict propricty, called. With a phys- 
ical force greatly superior to ours in 1776, she had 
not dared to burst the chains of Spanish despotism, 
divided, weakened, almost extinct as was the 
Spanish monarchy. Mr. R. adverted to histori- 
cal documents to show that America ought to be 
proud of her Anglo-Saxon descent. We were 
vastly particular about the breed of our horses, 
cattle, and sheep, but careless of the breed of bu- 
man nature. And yet to our Anglo-Saxon origiu 
we owed our resistance to British tyranny. Who 
were the members of the first Congress? From 
Massachusetts, Samuel Adams, and Vother Adams 


tea tax, the stamp act, and the whole train of 
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ton. From South Carolina, Henry Middleton, 
John Rutledge, Christopher Gadsden, Edward 
Rutledge. In what school had these illustrious 
men formed those noble principles of civil liberty 
asserted by their eloquence and maintained by 
their arms? Among the grievances stated in 
their remonstrance to the King, a “standing 
army” met us at the threshold. It was curious 
to see in that list of wrongs, so many that had 
since been self-inflicted by us. 

“The authority of the Commander-in-Chief, and 
under him, the Brigadier General, has, in time of 
peace, been rendered supreme in all the civil govern- 
ments in America.” 

Here, indeed, only in one. 

“The Commander-in-Chief of all your Majesty’s 
forces in North America, has, in time of peace, been 
appointed Governor of a Colony.” 

The same case had happened here in the ap- 
pointment of General Wilkinson to the govern- 
ment of Louisiana. 

“The charges of usual offices have been greatly in- 
creased; and new, expensive, and oppressive offices, 
have been multiplied.” 

The same case now. 

“ The officers of the customs are empowered to break 
open and enter houses, without the authority of any 


_ civil magistrate, founded on legal information.” 


This power, too, has been exercised here. 

«“ Humble and reasonable petitions, from the Repre- 
sentatives of the people, have been fruitless.” 

How does this apply to the ‘petitions from our 
commercial towns, some of which were refused 
reference or consideration? oe 

«“ Commerce has been burdened with many useles: 
and oppressive restrictions.” f 

In this we had not been behindhand with Lord 
North himself. 

“Tn the last session of Parliament, an act was passed 
for blocking up the harbor of Boston.” 
` We have blocked up every port from Maine to 
Georgia. These great men never anticipated the 
time when our whole coast should be under the 
paper blockade of embargo laws; when these 
should be considered as the legitimate exercise of 
our restrictive energies; they never dreamed of 
such oppressions. 

«Extending the limits of Quebec, abolishing the 
English and restoring the French laws, whereby great 
numbers of British freemen are subjected to the latter, 
and establishing an absolute Government, and the 
Roiman Catholic religion throughout those vast regions 
ihat border on the westerly and northerly boundarics 
of the free, Protestant, English settlements.” 

These truly great and wise men were not indif- 
ferent to the interests of religion. They knew 
and felt that it was the basis of all that was val- 
uable in the human character, that society and 
Government could not exist without it. They 
had not had the benefit of “The Age of Rea- 
son,” nor even of “The Rights of Man.” 

«From this destructive system of Colony adminis- 
tration, adopted since the conclusion of the late war, 
have flowed those distresses, dangers, fears, and jeal- 


ousies, that overwhelm your Majesty’s colonies with 
affliction ; and we defy our most subtle and inveterate 
enemies to trace the unhappy differences between 
Great Britain and these colonies, from an earlier pe- 
riod, or from other causes than we have assignéd. 
Had they proceeded on our part from a restless levity 
of temper, unjust impulses of ambition, or artful sug- 
gestions of seditious persons, we should merit the op- 
probrious terms frequently bestowed upon us by those 
we revere. But so far from promoting innovations, 
we have only opposed them ; and can be charged with 
no offence, unless it be one to receive injuries, and be 
sensible of them. 

“ Had our Creator been pleased to give us existence 
in a land of slavery, the sense of our condition might 
have been mitigated by ignorance and habit. But, 
thanks to his adorable goodness, we were born the 
heirs of freedom,” &c. i 

“ The apprehension of being degraded into a state 
of servitude, from the pre-eminent rank of English 
freemen, while our minds retain the strongest love of 
liberty, and clearly foresee the miseries preparing for 
us and our posterity, excites emotions in our breasts, 
which, though we cannot describe, we should not wish 
to conceal.” 


Mr. R.-also read an extract showing Doctor 
Franklin’s opinion as to the state of the colonies 
previous to the troubles of the stamp act. That 
wise man had explicitly declared that ours was 
the only instance of an extensive empire in which 
the remote provinces were as well governed as 
the metropolis and its vicinity. ‘The question 
was not whether we should continue in our happy 
situation, previous to the British attempts to tax 
us without our consent, (for better, he allowed, 
we could never expect to be,) but whether we 
should give up that enviable condition without a 
struggle. The gentlemen from South Carolina 
must excuse him if he preferred the authority of 
Dr. Franklin,and of these authors of our independ- 
ence, to his own (Mr. Catuown’s;) in this school, 
at the feet of Gamaliel, he had studied his politi- 
cal principles. We had received our indelible 
character of freemen from our Anglo Saxon de- 
scent. Sprung from the loins of Spaniards, Por- 
tuguese, ond Frenchmen! what should we have 
known of representative Government, of jury 
trial, of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, 
the palladium of liberty itself? 

But he had becn guilty of estimating the re- 
sources of the adversary against whom we were 
about to contend, and our own capacity to main- 
tain the war for any beneficial result. This was 
the first instance in which he had heard an open 
contempt of all calculation as to the means of 
carrying on a war, or the strength of the enemy, 
in the discussion of a war question. He augured 
nothing good from such rashness, such ignorauce 
of the first principles of polities, of the element- 
ary knowledge of a statesman, Indeed, he had, 
in the course of the debate, with this exception, 
heard nothing that had not before been said, and 
better said: Mr. R. could not, out of deference 
to those gentlemen who feel so sensitive an antip- 
athy to calculation, forbear progressing, with his 
dull, dry matters of fact, although they were so 
litue in unison with the flowing speculations of 
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the day. Iequoted the review of.Pasley’s Essay | ters and workmen, in London, twenty years ago—now 


on the British Military Policy. (He had not been | upwards of two thousand are engaged in this mann. || 


able. to procure the work itself.) facture; but this increase in their number is accom. 


“The population opposed to us in our contest with 
the Emperor of the French, Captain Pasley estimates 
as five to one, and, numerically speaking, he is per- 
haps sufficiently accurate. But the power of pro- 
ducing and maintaining armies results so little from 
mere population, that previous to the time of Francis 
I, it is well known that no standing army was or could 
be maintained in Europe, and from that time armies 
have only increased with increasing civilization. The 
cause of this is not obscure. Millions of persons may 
subsist in a rude state, and consume the produce of 
the soil, without acquiring a particle of that kind of 
power which contributes to the maintenance of an 
army, or to any other national object. In the feudal 
times, imperfect agriculture and the want of roads 
acarcely permitted the cultivators to dispose of a sur- 
plus sufficient to furnish money contributions for the 
support of the regal and baronial courts. The pro- 
gress of civilization taught a more economical and 
effectual application of human labor; and an increas- 

. ing number of persons could he fed, besides those who 
cultivated the land. To procure their share, these 
superfluous lookers-on became manufacturers, whence 
arose, in the natural order of gradation, trade, money, 
and facility of taxation ; and it is in reality from the de- 
gree in which scientific or skilful labor exists in a 
country, that the permanent maintenance of armies is 
to be calculated. In a ruder state of things nothing 
can be furnished beyond the raw material—untutored 
man. 


“The real inquiry for our purpose therefore is, the 
quantity of machinery, of scientific labor, and of the 
means of employing both, existing in England, as com- 
pared with the same resources in the dominions of 
Bonaparte. A difference in our favor all will allow, 
because if both had remained stationary since the 
commencment of the war, our superiority was evident 
from the vent of our manufactured goods on the Con- 
tinent, aud that too in despite of the higher price paid 

` iñ England- for labor to each individual workman. 
And what has happened since the commencement of 
the war? Except those ornamental manufactures 

- which are maintained, not by profit, but at the ex- 
pense of Government, from motives of vanity or policy, 
all manufacture in France is extinct, or nearly so. 
Over the rest of the Continent war has occasioned a 
desolation unparalleled since the eruption of the Bar- 
-barians ; and war contributions have annihilated the 
visible capital of the manufacturer, and therewith, of 
course, all his exertions. This we may conclude with- 
out fear of error from the otherwise unaccountable and 
incredible avidity with which English goods are pur- 
chased even in increased quantities, though at a price 
proportioned to the danger of hazarding the vengeance 
of the laws, if they may be so called, which have been 
made for thcir exclusion. 


“ The prosperous application of large capital we have 
daily opportunity of seeing. In one place, a large 
steam engine performs the manual labor of five hun- 
dred able men; in another place, a cotton mill works 
with all the delicacy of five hundred skilful arti- 
sans; and a thousand men may thus be marched to 
the army without national loss. In machinery less 
striking than these popular instances, no less progress 

` has been made. Forinstance, agricultural instruments 
‘employed about a hundred and twenty persons, mas- 


stated, as to have become an undisputed principle, has 
only been mentioned in this place, lest we should seem 


ten years. 

“The following statement of our effective forces, 
including officers, at the close of the last year, will be 
at once satisfactory to our readers, and useful to our 
argument. Our regular cavalry appears, from the au- 
thentic returns, to have been, on the 25th of December 
last, 31,375. Our regular infantry, including the for- 
eign and colonial corps, 911,574. The artillery, horse, 
and foot, 22,346, making in all, of regular land forces, 
265,395 men. The vote for seamen and marines was, 
in 1810, increased to 145,000; and it was stated in 
Parliament that this increased vote was necessary, be- 
cause that number were actually in the service. The 
regular militias of the Empire amounted to 95,444, and 
thus we have a total actual military and naval force of 


than double the military establishment of the Roman 


that the measure of interchanging the British and Irish 
militias, the most important and beneficial to the Em- 


have the effect, in addition to many other and greater 
advantages, of increasing our actually disposable force 
by nearly 16,000 or 20,000 men, the number of regu- 
lar tgoops which it has hitherto been thought expedient 
to retain in Ireland, and which we apprehend may be 
most safely and most usefully replaced by the British 
militia. 

The local militia of Great Britain, which assembled 
for exercise at the last inspection, amounted to 167,000. 
The volunteers in Great Britain, are 52,000 infantry, 
and 18,000 cavalry. In Treland, 67,000 infantry, and 
8,000 cavalry—a total irregular force of 312,000. 

“Thus, in the whole, we offer to the world the proud 
and commanding spectacle of eight hundred and twen- 
ty thousand men in arms; and this has been accom- 
plished, as the increased comforts of all classes of soci- 
ety abundantly prove, without any unnatural exertion 
or ruinous expenditure of our strength. To our ene- 
my, everything is opposite ; and, accordingly, with all 
his five-fold superiority of population, he does not, cer- 
tainly, only because he cannot, maintain many more 
troops and seamen than ourselves, even by the sever- 
est exactions of tyranny.” 

He asked for our surplus of capital, of labor, of 
population, out of which (except in the pastoral 
state) a military power could grow. 

It had been asked, why was the country un- 
prepared for defence? Was he expected to an- 
swer this question? The Administration, and 
their overwhelming majorities, must answer it. 
They had wantoned in the plenitude of their 


Ranpvourn’s fault, that the gentleman from South 
Carolina had never, in the course of his extensive 
experience, heard of a proposition to arm the 
whole body of the militia? which had been 
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panied by the discharge of thousands and tens of thou. ' 
sands from manual! Jabor; and so proportionally has ` 
machinery lent aid to all the other trades and callings, : 
Co-operating with machinery, in advancing our na. : 
tional power, is obviously the division of labor; the . 
effect of which, having been so ably examined and : 


to forget that it has conspicuously increased in the last : 


upwards of five hundred thousand men ; a force more . 


Empire, under Augustus. And here we must observe, ` 


pire, which has been proposed since the union, will ; 


power. Who could say them, nay? Was it Mr. -i 
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damned with a faint appropriation of two hun- | We know the consequence. It was a fundament- 
dred thousand dollars, when millions were lav- | al principle of free Government that a Legisla- 


ished upon miserable oyster boats. 
the Senate could not forbear a-sneer, when he 
read the title of the bill, at the recollection of the 
-means to enforce it. Mr. R. had proposed him- 
; selfan annual million until the work should be 
į accomplished. He would forever stand up for 
A the militia. It was not in the scofls of the epau- 
lette gentry, who, for any service they have seen, 
are the rawest militia, to degrade them in his 
eyes. Who were they? Ourselves—the coun- 
‘try. Arm them, and you are safe, beyond the 
possibility of danger. Yearly did the standing 
army sweep off the money, while the militia re- 
ceived empty praise. He would rather see the 
thing reversed. But there will forever be a Court 
and Country party. The standing army is the 
‘devoted creature of the Court. It must forever 
be so. Can we wonder that it should be cher- 
ished by its master? He spoke of a mercenary 
soldier, in terms of the strongest abhorrence. He 
¿would ever uphold the militia; and he detested 
/ standing armies, as the profligate instruments of 
> despotism, as the blood-hounds. of hell. They 
» would support. any and every existing Govern- 
. i ment. In all history, he remembered only one 
Í instance of their deserting their Government and 
}“taking part with the people; and that was when 
the Duke of Orleans had bribed the army of the 
Jast of the Bourbon Kings. A mercenary soldier 
"was disgusting to our senses; was odious and de- 
testable to the eye of reason; republicanism, and 
‘religion. Yet, that “mere machine of murder,” 
rude as it is, was the manufacturer of all the 
Cesars, and Cromwells, and Bonapartes, of the 

i earth; consecrated by a people’s curse, not loud 
4 but deep, to the infernal gods, As from the filth 
{of the kennel aud common sewer, spread the pes- 
i titence that carried havoc through a great city, 
480 from this squalid, outcast, homeless wretch, 
‘sprung the scourge of military despotism. And 
yet we were told that there was no danger from 
an army of 30,000 or 40,000 men. With 5,000, 
“Cesar had passed the Rubicon., With 22,000, 
F he fought the battle of Pharsalia, which rendered 
him the master of the world. To come to later 
f times—what number had Bonaparte, when, de- 
serting his companionsin arms, he returned a sol- 
! itary fugitive from Kgypt, to overturn that Gov- 
‘ernment, which, if it had possessed one particle of 
‘energy, if it had been possible for the civil au- 
“ thority to cope with military power, would have 
ccashiered him for having ruined one of ‘the best 

: appointed fleets and armies that ever sailed from 

- a European port? Well might the father of po- 
litical wisdom (Lord Chatham) say to the Parlia- 
mentof England, “entrench yourselves in parch- 
ment to the teeth, the sword will find a passage 
to the vitals of the constitution.” As good a Re- 
publican as ever sat on that floor, (Andrew 
‘Fletcher, of Saltoun,) had dissolved his political 
friendsnip with the Earl of Sunderland, when 


a re, 


The Clerk of | ture which would preserve its liberty must avoid 


that canker, a standing army. Are we to forget, 
as chimerical, our notions of this institution, 
which we imbibed from our very cradles, whieh 
are imprinted on our Bills of Rights and Constitu- 
tions, which we avowed under the reign of John 
Adams? Are they to be scourged out of us by 
the birch of the untledged political pedagogues of 
the day? If he were the enemy of this. Govern- 
ment, could he reconcile it to his principles, he 
would follow the example set him in another 
quarter, and say to the majority, go to your in- 
evitable destruction! He likened the people un- 
der this joint operation of the two parties, Minis - 
terial and Federal, to the poorclient between two 
lawyers, or the cloth between the tailor’s shears. 
He was glad to hear from his venerable friend 
that this was not to be a party war. When the 
last additional force bill was raised, to which this 
was about to be superadded, it was an indispen- 
sable preliminary to an appointment, to sign, or 
to promise to sign, the thirty-nine articles of 
the creed of the reigning political church. ` But 
now, the political millenium was at hand—al- 
ready had John Adams and Citizen Genet laid 
down, like the lion and the lamb, in the same 
fold. And if they were not joined by their fel- 
low-Saborer in Newgate, it was his keeper’s fault, 
not that of his inclination. Citizen Geneé, now 
an American patriot of the first order, who ex- 
tols “our WasuineTon;” the champion of the 
laws of nations; the vindicator of American 
rights against forcign (and, of course, French) 
aggression! He was glad to hear that it was not 
to be a war for the protection of manufactures. 
To domestic manufactures, in the true sense’ 
of the term, he had always been, and ever should 
be, a friend; he had taken a pride in cloth- 
ing himself in them until it was attempted to 
be made a political test. He abhorred tests of » 
all sorts, political and religious, aud never would 
submit to them. He was sick of this caut * 
of patriotism, which extended to a man’s victu- 
als, drink, and clothes. He had, from a sort of 
obstinacy that belonged to him, laid aside the ez- 
ternal use of these manufactures; but he was 
their firm friend, and of the manufacturers also. 
They were no new things to him; no Merino hobby 
of the day; he had known them from his infancy. 
He had been almost tempted to believe, from the 
similarity of character and avocations, that Hec- 
tor had a Virginian wife; that Lucretia herself{— 
for she had displayed the spirit of a Virginian 
matron—was a Virginian lady. Where were 
they found? Spinning among their handmaids! 
What was the occupation of a Virginian wife— 
her highest ambition? To attend to her domestic 
and household cares; to dispense medicine and 
food to the sick; to minister to the comfort of 
her family, her servants, and her poor neighbors, 
where she had any, At the sight of such a wo- 


“he found him supporting an army; and theevent | man, his heart bowed down; and did her rever- 
fence. Compare with such a being your gad-a- 


A patron of liberty, always encouraged the army. | bout card-players. Mr. Ranpoven said that, if 


justified his sagacity. Cromwell, the affected 
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the impress Queen had presented herself decked 
in the spoils of a ravaged world, at the late exhi- 
bition, in contrast with our American matrons, 
bearing the triumphs of their own ingenuity and 
industry, we should have looked upon her, and 
all her splendor, with scorn and contempt in our 
hearts, although, from politeness to the sex, as 
gentlemen, we should have suppressed the sen- 
timent. 

Mr. Ranvotra adverted to our situation with 
the Indians—to the symptomsof discontent which 
had manifested themselves in the South, as well 
as in the Northwest. What might grow out of 
the late occurrence at Savannah? Were gen- 
tlemen prepared to say? Was this a time for 
war? “But we must put on the armor of de- 
fence.” Was that armor a standing army? Is 
that the natural defence of this country? Wo 
betide us, if such be the fact. Bred up in the 
school of the Revolution, he could not be unmind- 

_ful of the consequences of that war. In resist- 
ance to British tyranny, we had been driven to 
the use of means that nothing but dire necessity 

` could excuse—mceans so disgraceful and injurious, 
that the Constitution of 1787 had wisely prohib- 
', ited a future resort to them. By our paper money 
and tender acts; by arbitrary impressmeuts and 
ptivations of property, without semblance of 
equivalent; by acts of vivlence and confusion, 
inseparable, perhaps, from our situation, the tone 
of public morals had received a rudeshock. His 
worthy colleague (Mr. Neison) needed not to 
be reminded of the operation of the legal tender 
of worthless paper in discharge of bona fide debts. 
His noble father (General Nelson) had sacrificed 
a princely fortune at the shrine of patriotism. His 
was the old fashioned patriotism that spent, not 

“made, money, in his country’s service—not the 

: patriotism of this, our day—the patriotism of of- 

' fice-seeking, of contracting, and commissarying— 
the patriotism that quarters a man’s whole fam- 
ily upon the public. By these acts of public rob- 
bery, (for they were no less,) the publie morals 
had been tainted. To it had succeeded the cor- 
ruptions of the funding system—a necessary con- 
sequence of providing for a debt, which the pub- 
lic beggary had caused to sell in open market, at 
a discount of eighty-seven and a half per cent.! 
But, in this operation, the harpies of speculation 
might plead that they had not actually cheated 
the poor soldier; that they practised no fraud 
upon him; that he sold, and they bought, with 
their eyes open; that they only took advantage 
of his necessities—as yet, they kept within the 
letter of the law. A step further was made in 
‘the path of iniquity. Actual swindling now 
comimenced. The naked granite of our moun- 
tains was passed off, with decorations of imagi- 
nary corner trees of buck-cye and walnut, for fer- 
tile plains. A scene of depredation the most 
bare-faced and infamous ensued. Our name had 
beeomea by-word among the nations of the earth. 
Nothing was wanting to give the finishing blow 
to our character, to top the apex, but predatory 
war. Nota war for our homes and fire-sides—a 
war that might generate, or call forth manly and 


honorable sentiment—but, a war of rapine, of 
privateering, a scuffle and scramble for plunder; 
when, like the duckers on the Potomac, we should 
calculate at every discharge, “so much powder 
and shot for so much game.” ; 

‘There was one observation of his eloquent col- 
league that could not be too often or too strongly 
enforced. That this war must eventuate in a 
French alliance. We must carry our prizes (if 
we took any) into French ports for condemnation 
and sale. Our vessels must seek a refuge there 
from pursuit, or to refit. We must come into 
contact upon so many points, as common ene- 
mies to England, that our temporary disgust ata 
French alliance would wear off. 

If in 1778, when the man who covered the re- 
treat of the miserable remnant of Braddock’s 
army, from the scalping knives and tomahawks of 
the French and the Indians, was at the head of 
our armies and councils—if at that day, with 
the glories of the war of 1755, and the atrocious 
massacres of France and her savage allies in 
fresh remembrance, we could so soon overcome 
our instinctive antipathy to all that was French, 
what might we not now expect after a few hard 
rubs? When France, too, had been permitted to 
boast that to her we were indebted for our inde- 
pendence! Sore from her recent defeats, she had 
lain back, she kept at a cautious distance, until the 
capture of Burgoyne had asserted our capacity to 
maintain our resistance. Then she stepped forth 
to cripple a hated rival, and had the effrontery 
to pretend that we were indebted to her for our 
independence. We owed it no more to her than 
to Tom Paine, the stay-maker. But if you be- 
come a party to this war, there will inevitably 
be another alliance. You will sink into the arms 
of Bonaparte as his ally, and awake from your 
slumber his abject constuprated slave. He had 
endeavored to paint, with feeble hand and timid 
pencil, the aggressions of France—but formidable 
as was her enmity, human powers were inade- 
quate to portray the horrors of her friendship. 

He could not conclude without noticing the 
parallel attempted to be drawn by the geatle- 
man from South Carolina, Mr. Cataoun—not 
quite indeed after the manner of of Piutarch— 
between himself and an illustrious statesman, 
(Lord Chatham.) The gentleman had been 
pleased to say, that at the mention of his name, 
Mr. Ranpotrn’s heart had seemed to smite 
him. It bad indeed smitten him: from a sensa- 
tion whieh he trusted that gentleman might 
never feel; against which heseemed well secured. 
It was a consciousness of his own unworthiness 
to sustain the high duties imposed upon him by 
his country, which the recollection of that great 
man’s name had, at the moment, called up. He 
felt hambled in the contemplation of his worth. 
Would to God! he possessed some portion of his 
powers; that he could borrow his cagle-eye, his 
withering look, the unrivalled majesty of his 
manner, the magic of his voice, at once the mu- 
sic and the thunder of the spheres, to rouse the 
Iiouse to a sense of their country’s danger. In 
one respect, however, he might boast that he pos- 
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sessed some qualities in common with that im- ! Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, William Strong, George 
mortal statesman. He might assert as lofty a i Sullivan, Peleg Tallman, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, 
spirit, as unyielding an adherence to the deliber- Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert 
ate convictions of his own understanding, as | Whitehill, David R. Williams, William Widgery, Thos. 
Lord Chathain himself; who, because he set his | Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—110. 
face against corruption, and had the art of mak-| _.Naxs—Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Epaphro- 
ing every coward scoundrel in the nation his foe— ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, 
concentrating upon himself the “rays of royai| Jf William Ely, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, jum, 
indignation, which might illumine, but could not Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Jonathan O. Moseley, 
: hima who i i 4 oes Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, 
consume him; who, because with intuitive i : 
pone : John Randolph, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, 
glance he penetrated, resolved, and combined -B S ` m neces 
interest ub his conaire and Cael. desea OF Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Pall-. 
every AMES 5 J, a ach design ol | madge, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard. White—22. 
her enemies, and reached his object “by the Th i ; 
flashes of his mind, which, like those of his eye, e question was then taken on the third reso- 


might be felt, but could not be followed,” was by Jution, in the following words: ; 
the plodding, purblind, groping politicians of the | _ “ That itis expedient to authorize the President, un» 
day, attempted to be held up as an empty declaimer, | der proper regulations, to accept the service of any 
a theatrical gesticulator. Geutlemen must not number, of volunteers, not exceeding fifty thousands 
expect him to quit the anchorage of his own | ‘° be organized, trained, and held in readiness to act 
judgment in order to pursue the ignis fatui that on such service as the exigencies of the Government 
wander about Goose Greek. Mr. Speaker. my | ™*Y Toamire- . 
heart is full—the recollection of that matchless And decided as follows: i 
orator and statesman has filled me with unspeak-| Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William. Anderson, Stev- 
able feelings. To excite them there was no need | enson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John 
of the eruel and insulting comparison which the | Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. CaLuoun) William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus 
had attempted to draw between that gigantic | Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 
statesman and the pigmy who now addresses you. enridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
, S À Butler, John C, Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin 
The question was nuw taken on concurring | Chittenden, James Cochran, John Clopton, Thomas 
with the Committee of the Whole in their agree- | B, Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger 
ment to the second resolution, which is in the fol- | Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
lowing words: James Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, 
. © That an additional force of thousand regular Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, 
troops ought to be immediately raised, to serve for three | Charles Goldsborough, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L, 
years; and that a bounty in lands ought to be given | Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
to encourage enlistment.” ; A. Harper, Ayiee Mawes Jacob Hany, John M: Hy- 
i A neman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. 
And decided as follows: King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, 


+ > - Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron 
enson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John STA x $ "| of 
Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett |e este Mee, William MoCoy, Samuel 
William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus McKee, Alexander McKim Arunah Metcalf, James 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breck: Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
enridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William M , Jonathan O. M i ` Hugh Nelson, Tho 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, James Coch- SoA The am Ni 938 EA hen O sb Willian 
ran, John Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, | Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, W ulam 
Wil ; Opio, “Tew, 4 «ot, | Paulding, jr., Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William 

iliam Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Piper, Timothy Pitkin, ir., Benjamin Pond, Peter B 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Enmott, Pease Josiah Qiie rd Wilton Reed Henr M. 
William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack Rid al Saaiel Rin oaol d John Rhea, John Roane. 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Charles qonctieh Roberts William Rodman Ebenezer Sage, 
Goldsborough, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, , 7 id 


P . ? | Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Pee Avie Hawes; seca Hate: Joa M Braai, Adam Scybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John 


acta 5 RE 7 | Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, William Strong, 
ee M ae ea hi Kont > Yhilip 8 Key A i George Sullivan, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, 
iam R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Uri T George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr 
ai Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, | YI! +racy, weorge ite < roup, : 3 Jis 
Tittle, oner 7 i - a -woll, | Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Leonard White, Robert 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, | Whitehill, David R. Williams, William Widgery, ‘hos. 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Wilson, Richard Winn and Robert Wright-—113. 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Nars—Abijeh Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Epaphro- 
coe Man Sa Samuel i Fay i eae Sepan ditus Champion, John Davenport, jts Wiliam Ely, 
eremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thos. | 1.47. pu : a h : 

Newbold, Thomos Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, jr., Lyman Law, Joseph 


: A . ayy: : . j Lewis, jr, Elisha R. Potter, John Randolh , John 
Paulding, jr., Israel Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin | 27”) 3." f . X 4 
Pond, Petar B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Smit: ichari F A Sturges, Samuel 
‘Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John aggert, an á ; 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer | The question was next taken on the fourth res- 
Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Se- olution, in the following words: 
vier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George į “ That the President be authorized to order out from 


12th Cox. 1st Suss.—18 


Yeas— Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson; Stev- 
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time to time such detachments of the militia, as in his | Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, junior, 
opinion thè public service may require.” | Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Wiliam R. King, 

And decided as follows: | Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Peter 


; 1 Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Willi 
Naxs—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Stev- | Aaron Lyle, Georga oo Me iep ovnis, 
enson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John | Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Alexander Me- 
Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, | Kim, Arinah Metaal, Jamis Milnor, Samuel L 
Vln WB ae Die, Harman Michi, Jamey Morgah, e a a r aa 
: : ; js ocken- | O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Tl N Tho- 
ridge, Robert Brown, Wiiliam A. Burwell, William | mas Newton, Siephek ‘Ovneby, William Eee i 
S ~ Jari ; aie x peed 
Balls, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Chere, Martin | Joseph Pearson, ae Pickens, Wiliam Piper, Tino 
B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger | tines. en deny Me Ted al 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, | Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Tenathan Roberts, 
Elias Earle, James: Emory William Findley, James Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, | Adam Sevbert, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, John 
Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Peterson | smi Pere : É j 
Goodwyn, Edwin Gray "Isaiah L. Green Felix Grundy | Smith, William Strong, Dewis B. Sturges, George 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett | Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg 
peice PROT eat an ae: bc Pea Tallman, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Tur- 
Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. ner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr, Laban Wheaton, 
See ee este Be: ie ce a ne ae 
tle, Robert Le Roy Livingston, “William Lowndes, | W iliam me Dab Ada Boyd, Robert 
Aron Dya Setane Mamm Wie Me Brown, Edwin Gray, Jacob Hufty, J oseph Lewis, jr. 
Coy, Samuel MeKe ‘Al a y McKim Acana Nathaniel Macon, Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, 
Mewalf nee Milner ee iL Mitchill I nah | William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, Rich- 
Morgan, Joremiah. Mower: Jonathan 0. Moseley, ae oar il Heert Nae TENIA eNO 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, sa i f Chai h 
Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jr-, Joseph Pear- | _ Tbe question was put irom the Chair on the 
son, Israal Pickens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., sixth resolution, 10 these words: — 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Flisha R. Potter, “6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry vessels, owned exclusively by resident citizens, and 
M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, commanded and navigated solely by citizens, to arm 
Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, | under proper regulations, tu be prescribed by law, in 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, ! self-defence, against all unlawful proceedings towards 
Adam Scybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John | them on the high seas. . 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, j When the resolution was, on motion, ordered 
William Strong, George Sullivan, Benjamin Tall- to lie on the table. . : 
madge, Peleg Tallman, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, The three first resulutions, for filling up the 
Charles Turner, jr, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr, Laban | present establishment, for raising an additional 
Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, David number of regulars, and authorizing the accept- 
R. Williams, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, | ance of volunteers’ services, were referred to the 
Richard Wini, and Nobert Mee aa ase committee who reported them, with instructions 
ays—Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Epaphro- | to bring in bills in pursuance thereof. 
ditus Champion, John Davenport, jr., Richard Jack- 7 P 
son, jr, Lyman Law, Lewis B. Sturges, and Samuel 
Taggart—8. Tcespay, December 17. 
The question was then taken on the fifth reso- Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on Public 
lution, in the words following: Lands, presented a bill directing the terms on 
« That all the vessels not now in service belonging | which lands sold at private sale, and that revert 
to the Navy, and worthy of repair, be immediately fitted for a failure in payment, shall again be sold; 
up and put in commission.” ie iy e ai committed. 
And carried, as follows: re following 1s the Dill: 
False Whi AWials Hes Willan ular E ee e e ina: cum une te of tat 
venson Archer Daniel Avery Ezekiel Bacon "John aa t apace omer pupae ete ae ne 
son Arcoer, RE J n ates, that have been or may hereafter be sold at pub- 
Beka, Dard Bord Jonah Barei, Harwell Bes sal and which may bat of hal on, aso o 
’ Be, i v i 7 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, James Breckenridge, Elijah | es peers ie Unite Stated shell M tan be 
Brigham, William A. Burwell, William Butler, John | soid at private sale, at a price less than that for which 
Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cherves, Í the same tract was sold at public sale. 
Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, John Clopton, Mr. W s. fr } a inted 
Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, ' r. WILLIAMS, from the committee appointe 
Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joscph Desha, Samuel ! on that part of the Presidents Message which 
Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, Wiliam Ely, James Emott, į relates to filling the ranks and prolonging the 
William Findley, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Tho- | enlistment of the regular troops. and to an auxili- 
mas Gholson, Thumas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, | ary force, to the acceptance of volunteer corps. to 
Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, | detachments of militia, and to such a.preparauion 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harpor, Aylett | of the great body of militia, as will proportion 
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Mr. Newron reported a bill to deprive in cer- | 
tain cases ships or vessels of their American char- | 
acter, and to prevent, under certain disabilities, 
any citizen of the United States from taking a 
license from any foreign Power to navigate the | 
ocean, or trade with any other foreign Power.— | 
Twice read and committed. 

Mr. Newron also reported a bill to prevent the 
exportation from the United States, or Territo- 
ries thereof, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
under the authority of permits or licenses derived 

.from any foreign Power; which was twice read, 
and committed. : 

Mr. Morrow reported a bill for the revision of 
former confirmations, and for confirming certain 
claims to land in the district of Kaskaskia, which 
was twice read, and committed. This bill was 
accompanied by a detailed report, which was 
committed to the same committee. 

The bill from the Senate for completing the 
existing Military Establishment was twice read, 
and committed. 

The House then proceeded, on motion of Mr. 
Bvack.evas, to consider the resolution summit- 
ted by him on the 13th, which was modified so 
as to read as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be prepared and laid before 
the House a system of rules and regulations proper to 
be adopted for training and disciplining the regular 
troops aud militia of the United States.” 

he resolution was agreed to, and Messrs. 
Buackievex and Livinasron appointed a com- 
mittee to present the same to the President. 
„Mr. POINDEXTER, from the committee appointed 
on the 13th ultimo, on the petition of the Legis- 

‘lature of the Mississippi Territory, made a detailed 
report, which was read ; when a motion was made 
by Mr. WILttams, that the report be recommit- 
ted to the committee that reported it; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
presented a bill to enable the people of the Mis- 
sissippi Territory to form a constitution and State 
government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union, on an equal footing with the ori- 

-ginal States; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. 

The House proceeded to consider the 2 


a p a i a a A a Oe EE ye TR 


of the committee of conference on the apportion- 
ment bill; when, on motion of Mr. Rannotpn, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
to to-morrow. 

MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the committee to whom 
the said report was committed, reported the same 
with an amendment; which was read, and refer- į 
‘red to the Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. The report is as follows: 


annexed to said Territory, for reasons therein con- 
tained, have had these subjects under consideration, 
and beg leave to submit the following report : 


That there has existed in the Mississippi Territory a 
temporary government, founded on the ordinance for 
the government of the Territory Northwest of the river 
Ohio, since the eleventh day of April, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight. That, although this 
ordinance has undergone some modifications, extend- 
ing, in a limited degree, the rights and privileges of the 
citizens, it still contains provisions incompatible with 
political liberty, and unfavorable to a due and impartial 
administration of justice, in the redress of private 
wrongs and injuries. The Chief Executive Magistrate 
is charged with the execution of the laws; is com- 
mander-in-chief of the militia; has the sole power of 
appointment to offices, civil and military, within the 
Territory, and the removal of these officers at pleasure ; 
is vested with an unqualified veto on all bills passed by 
the other co-ordinate branches of the Legislature ; and 
is, moreover, clothed with the odious and arbitrary au- 
thority to prorogue and dissolve the General Assembly 
whenever, in his opinion, it shall be expedient. These 
high and regal prerogatives, constituting some of the 
most obvious characteristics which distinguish an abso- 
lute monarchy from the constitution of a free State, are 
confided to the discretionary exercise of a Governor, 
who is neither chosen by, nor responsible to, the pco- 
ple. He is often a total stranger to the local interests 
and circumstances of the country over which he pos- 
sesses such unlimited control, and is accountable only 
for malconduct or corruption in office to the President 
of the United States. ‘lhe only security which exists 
against the frequent and wanton abuse of these powers 
is to be found in the mild and conciliatory disposition 
uniformly manifested by the General Government. to- 
wards its Territories. But experience has shown that, 
in all colonial governments, officers situated at a re- 
mote distance from the tribunal to which they are re- 
sponsible, too frequently “feel power and forget right ;” 
and, by eluding the vigilance of rigid investigation, are 
enabled to practise acts of oppression with impunity. 

Your committee forbear to enter minutely into an 
examination of the various objections which might be 
urged against the present system of Territorial govern- 
ments. 


Tho above summary of Exccutive powers, so oppo- 
site in their nature to those principles which form the 
basis of the Federal Constitution, and which are trans- 
fused through the constitution of the several States, is 
sufficient to show that the people are deprived of all 
participation in the choice of those who administer the 
laws, and that public functionaries are rendered inde- 
pendent of the community whose interests are confided 
to their management and discretion. ‘These restric- 
tions on the rights of the people can be justified only 
by the most evident necessity, resulting from peculiar 
and unavoidable circumstances. Your committee, there- 
fore, consider it an act both of strict justice and sound 
policy to advance the respective Territories of the 
United States to the grade of a separate common- 
wealth, whenever they shall contain the number of in- 
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j combine with local advantages a due regard to national 


of the actual population of the Territory at that time;} policy. These essential objects cannot, in the Opinion 
of your committee, be secured without a suitable dj. 
officers who were employed in that service, such aj vision of the seacoast, acquired by the purchase of Lon- 
suggestion is strongly supported by the vast extent of; isiana. It must be obvious, that, to confer on the State 
country over which the settlements are dispersed. It | to be formed of the Territory of Orleans, the whole ex. 
also appears to your committee that the progressive | tent of seaboard from the river Perdido to the Sabine 
emigration from the old States to this section of the | bay, would give to it an influence over the commerce 
Union, added to the length of time which it will re-| of the Western country which might be productive of 
quire to form a constitution, and put the same in oper- | the most mischievous consequences; for, although the 
ation, afford satisfactory pledges that, anterior to the | legislative authority of the State could impose no tax 
final admission of the Territory to the rights of State | or duty on articles exported from any other State, yet 
sovereignty, the number of its inhabitants will amount | there are many important regulations which would ma- 
to at least sixty thousand, whereby they will possess | terially affect the navigation of the numerous rivers 
the unqualified right, in conformity with articles of ces- | flowing through this country into the Gulf of Mexico, 
sion and agreement between the United States and | falling within the legitimate range of State powers; 
Georgia, to be admitted into the Union on an equal among these may be enumerated the incorporation of 


footing with the original States. navigation companies, and appropriations of the public 


This view of the subject is presented without refer- | Tevenue for the purpose of opening canals. 'Fhus, by 
ence to the augmentation of population, which would | affording every facility to the trade passing down the 
result.from the annexation of West Florida; in that | tiver Mississippi to New Orleans, and by interposing 
event the number of souls in the ‘Territory, exclusive | Vexatious obstructions to the coinmerce of those rivers 
of the county of Madison, which lies near the Great | emptying into the Bay of Mobile and the lakes, that 
Bend of Tennessee river, may be estimated at about | City will become the emporium of all the bulky articles 
eighty thousand; and, from the geographical situation | 9f agriculture, which co nstitute, in time of peace, the 
of the Territories belonging to the United States south | great export trade of the Western States and Territo- 
of the State of Tennessee, and north of the Iberville | ries- The direct tendency of such a monopoly, would 
and the lakes, your committee’ feel satisfied that an al- | Ve to raise the commercial importance of New Orleans, 
teration of limits, so as to include the whole population | at the sacrifice of the best interests of those who inhabit 
between the Yazoo and the Iberville, where they unite | the vast, fertile, and extensive region watered by the 

- with the river Mississippi, and from these points, re- | Tennessee, the Tombigbec, and Alabama rivers, and 
spectively, east, to the boundary line of the State of} their tributary streams, besides many other important 
Georgia, would greally contribute to the future conve- | rivers, affording outlets through the Mississippi Terri- 


nience and prosperity of the people who reside in that | tory into the Lakes Manrepas and Pontchartrain. To 
country. : guard against thesc contingencies, and to unite a peo- 


. hose language, manners, principles, and usages 
At a very early period after the treaty of 1763, be- pie w a t guage, nR pres, 6 
ween Franee and Great Britain, by which theater | ae, asimilated, you committee recommend dhat al 
became possessed of the Floridas, the jurisdiction of taken by virtue of the President's proclamation, bearin 
ns awh T of esl Florida was extended north, bya date the 27th day of October, 1810, be added to the 
be crawn from the mouth of the Yazoo, due east, to State to be formed of the Mississippi Territory, when- 


| 
i 


the river Chata . T 4 j špai 3 : Tni } 
e river Chatahouchy. ‘The Government of Spain, ever the same shall be admitted into the Union as such. . 


also, when that Power succeeded to the possession of 
the country, by conquest, in the year 1781, continued 
to exercise authority over it in the same extent which 
the British Government had previously done, until, by 
the treaty concluded between the United States and 
Spain, on the 27th day of October, 1795, the rie 


Your committee cannot forbear to express their 
decided opinion, that, where no Constitutional diffi- 
culty occurs, the formation of new States on the 
southern extremity of the United States ought not to 
be delayed. To bind together every portiou of the 
American people by the indissoluble cord of affection, 
and to perpetuate the integrity of the Union, are con- 
siderations paramount to all others which can be pre- 


boundary of the United States was declared to extend 
to the thirty-first degree of north latitude. The Gov- 
ernment of the United States, by the treaty of 1803, . 
with France, having acquired Louisiana in the extent | sented to the view of the National Legislature. 

that France then held it, and that it had in the hands | Let us, therefore, extend to every section of our be- 
of Spain, prior to the Treaty of St. Ildefonso, there does į loved country a just equality of rights and privileges, 
not seem to be a reasonable doubt as to the claim of} that cach may enjoy civil, political, and religious liber- 
the United States to the country east of the Mississippi, | ty, subject to the control of independent local authori- 
as far as the river Perdido, which lies between Mobile | ties, while the fostering haud of the Federal Govern- 
and Pensacola. ment shall protect them in the enjoyment of these 
_ Your committee, therefore, conccive that, insomuch ; blessings from domestic feuds and external violence. 
“as the entire tract of country formerly possessed by | Under these impressions, your committee submit the 


Great Britain, under the name of West F florida, and | following resolution : 


| 
i 
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of country, bounded north by a linc drawn due east 
from the river Yazoo, where it unites with the Missis- 
sippi, to the river Chatahouchy, and down said river to 


_the thirty-first degree of latitude; thence, along said 


degree of latitude, to a point opposite the river Perdido ; 
thence to the confluence of said last mentioned river, 
with the Gulf of Mexico; and thence, in a direct line 
through the middle of the Lakes Maurepas and Pont- 
chartrain, to the junction of the Iberville with the river 
Mississippi, and up said river to the above mentioned 
river Yazoo, into the Union of the United States, on 
an equal footing with the original States. 
MARITIME DEFENCE. 

Mr. Cueves, from the committee appointed on 
that part of the Presidents Message which re- 
lates to the naval force of the United States and to 
the defence of our maritime frontier, made the 
following report in part: 

“The committee to whom was referred so much 
of the President’s Message of the 5th of November, 


1811, as relates to the defence of the maritime frontier, | 


report in part, that two communications from the Sec- 
retary of War, which accompany this report, which 
were made in reply to the queries propounded by the 
committee, contain the best information on the subject 
which they have been able to collect. That one of 
them contains an enumeration of the permanent forti- 
fications which ‘have ‘been completed or commenced, 
with remarks on the troops necessary to garrison them. 
That, for the completion of works already com- 
menced, no further appropriation is requisite. But 


_that some additional works are decmed necessary, the 


precise extent of which cannot at present be deter- 
mined; for which, and for contingent objects of defence 
on our maritime frontier, in the event of hostilities, the 
committee recommend an appropriation of one million 
of dollars; and the committee for that purpose beg 
leave to report a bill entitled ‘a bill making further 
appropriation for the defence of our maritime frontier.” 


Mr. Cueves then presented a bill making a 
further appropriation for the defence of our mar- 
itime frontier; which was twice read and com- 
mitted, 

NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. Curves, from the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to the Naval Establishment, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

That the subject referred to your committee in its 
several relations presents a question of the highest im- 
portance to the interests of the people of this country, 
inasmuch as it embraces one of the great and leading 
objects of their Government; that which, above all 
others, laid the foundation of the happy union of these 
States. Your committee need hardly say they mean 
the protection of maritime commerce ; an interest 
which, though when superficially viewed, scems to af- 
fect only the Atlantic portions of the country, yet really 
extends as far as the utmost limits of its agriculture, 
and can only be separated from it, in the opinion of 
your committee, by a total blindness to the just policy 
of Government. The important engine of national 
strength and national security which is formed hy a 
naval force, has hitherto, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee, been treated with a neglect highly impolitic, or 
supported by a spirit so languid, as, while it has pre- 
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served the existence of the establishment, has had the 
į effect of loading it with the imputations of wasteful ex- 
pense and comparative inefficiency. ee 

-~ No system has hitherto been adopted, which, though 
limited by the dispensing security of the times, and the 
just economy of our Republican institutions, was yet 
j calculated to enlarge itself gradually with the progress 
| of the nation’s growth in population, in wealth, and in 
; commerce, or expand with an energy proportioned to. 
| a crisis of particular danger. - 

Such a course, impolitie under any circumstances, is 
the more so when it is demonstrably clear that this, 
nation is inevitably destined to be a naval power, and 
that the virtue of economy, if no other motive could be 
found, would recommend a plan by which this force 
must be gradually increased, the necessary expenses 
diminished, and durability and permanency given to 
| the strength which they may purchase. 

That a naval protection is particularly secured, to 
the interest of commerce by our great political com- 
pact, is proved by that part of the Constitution which 

| expressly gave to Congress the power “to provide and 
| maintain a navy,” and is confirmed by the history of 


j the times, and the particular circumstances which led 
| to its institution ; but it is alike secured by the funda- 
mental nature of all Government, which extends to 
every interest under its authority a protection (if within 
the nation’s means) which is adequate to its preserva- 
tion; nor is this protection called for only by the par- 
tial interests of a particular description of men or of a 
particular tract of country. A navy is as necessary to 
protect the mouths of the Mississippi, the channel . 
through which the produce of the agriculture of the 
Western States must pass to become valuable, as the 
bays of the Chesapeake and Delaware, and more ne- 
cessary than.on the shores of the Eastern or the South- 
ern States. l 

Tt has, indeed, been urged, your committee are aware, 
that a Naval Establishment is forbidden by the great 
and burdensome expenditures of public money which, 
it is said, will be required to support it, and by the in- 
ability of the country, by any expenditure to maintain 
a navy which can protect its maritime rights against 
the power of Great Britain. The first objection ap- 
pears to your committee to be founded on a mistuken 
assumption of the fact; for in their opinion a naval 
force within due limits and under proper regulations 
will constitute the cheapest defence of the nation. 

The permanent fortifications necessary to the de- 
fence of the ports and harbors of the Union will cost, 
in the opinion of your committee, as much annually, 
if properly provided and garrisoned, as the naval force 
which, it is confidently believed, on the testimony of 
persons competent to decide, would be amply sufficient 
to prevent all attacks from reaching our shores. It 
will thus furnish the most appropriate, adequate, and ` 
cheap protection against a foreign enemy, and will at 
the same time be perfectly innoxious to the public lib- 
erty and the private morals of the country; dispense 
almost entirely with a standing army, so hostile to the 
genius of our free institutions, and remove the stand- 
ing vices and evils of camps and garrisons from the 
cities on our scacoast; cherish a noble body of mari- 
ners, who in honorable peace will spread the sails of a 
prosperous and vivifying commerce on every sca, and 
in necessary war terribly avenge their country’s wrongs. 

The other objection your committee suppose to be 
founded on an imperfect examination of the subject ; 
for those who are best able to form opinions on this 
matter, from congenial professional pursuits, as well 
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of the nation. Your committee are, at the same time, 
not unaware that some of those who are unfriendly to 
a navy, ground their opposition rather upon its future 
permanent establishment, than on its present expense. 
But your committee will only observe, that the wisdom 
of that policy seems to reach as far beyond reasonable 
practicable views, as it will probably fall short of tho 
attainment of its object. To restrain the great cener- 
gies of such a number, as this country possesses, of the 
best seamen the world ever beheld, and such a mass of 
tonnage as Great Britain herself has not boasted more 
than twenty years, will as much transcend the feeble 
efforts of the politician as it would be beyond his pow- 
er to create them ; they are formed by the high behest 
ot beneficent nature, nurtured by our wise, free and 
happy, public institutions, and can only perish with 
the latter. 

Your committee, however, admit, that it will neither 
be politic nor practicable to swell the Naval Establish- 
ment of this country to the size of our desires or of our 
necessities; but a gradual increase of it is, in their 
opinion, within the most limited means,and within the. 
obvious policy of our Government, and in attempting 
this some present addition will be made (too little— 
much too little, they lament) to the best strength of 
the nation, and as a measure of preparation for this 
crisis of danger. 

With these observations, and with a full, detailed, and 
useful report of the Secretary of the Navy, in reply to 
questions propounded by your committee, they beg 
leave to recommend, that all the vessels of war of the 
United States, not now in service, which are worthy: 
of repair, be immediately repaired, fitted out, and put 
into actual service: ` 

That ten additional frigates, averaging thirty-eight 
guns, be built; that a competent sum of money be ap- 
propriated for the purchase of a stock of timber, and. 
that a dock, for repairing the vessels of war of the Uni- 
ted States, be established in some central and conve-- 
nient place. 

They also beg leave to report a bill, entitled “A bill 
concerning the Naval Establishment.” 

Mr. Cueves then presented a bill concerning 
the Naval Establishment; which was twice read 
and committed. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business. 

The fifth resolution, yesterday adopted, respect- 
ing the Navy, was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, to whom was this day committed 
the bill coneerning the Naval Establishment 3. 
and the fourth, respecting authorizing the Exe- 
cutive to call out detachments of militia, was 
referred to the Committee of Foreign Relations 
to report a bill. 

The House then proceeded to consider the sixth 
and last resolution reported by the committee, in 
the following words: 

“6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant 
vessels, owned exclusively by resident citizens, and 
commanded and navigated solely by citizens, to arm 
under proper regulations, to be prescribed by law, in 
self-defence, against all unlawful proceedings towards 
them on the high seas.” 

Mr. Waicar moved to amend the resolution, 
| by adding thereto the following: 


as a particular knowledge of the marine of Great Brit- 
ain, declare that she cannot, at any time, spare more 
than a very limited force for the American station : one 
which can be effectually resisted by an cstablishment 
which may be supported by this Government without 
a great direct expense, while in its effects it will greatly 
more than reimburse to the national wealth, the sums 
which may be drawn from it for this object ; protect 
our harbors from insult, our coasting trade from spo- 
liations, and give us the dominion of a sea on our bor- 
ders which we ought to call our own, and defend with 
our cannon. 

To detail all the reasons on which this opinion is 
founded, would, perhaps, not be in the power of your 
committee, who are in part governed by the opinions 
of men of experience and professional skill, (often 
among the best grounds of human faith, but not always 
equally communicable :) but the leading facts and prin- 
ciples on, which itis founded, are too plain and obvious 
to labor under this difficulty. The history of all times 
proves the inability of Great Britain or any other Pow- 
er to station a large force in remote seas; for, indepen- 
dent of the necessity which always exists for its pres- 
ence in more proximate quartcrs, could the former 
nation place the whole of her thousand ships on our 
coast, she would be unable, in a state of hostility with 
the United States, competently to supply even a con- 
siderable squadron of them, for any duration of time, 
with the least regard to the efficiency of the service, 
and without a wasteful and ruinous expense: Jet those 
who hold a different opinion declare how and from 
whence? 


To the defence of your ports and harbors and the 
protection of your coasting trade should be confined, in 
the opinion of your committee, the present objects and 
operations of any navy which the United States can or 
ought to have. In this view our advantages are great 
and manifest. Looking along our extended line of 
coast, from the northeastern to the southern extreme of 
our territory, we discover in quick succession ports and 
harbors furnishing in abundance every supply for active 
and constant service; in which to concentrate. by mu- 
tual ‘advice and information, which can be transmitted 
with the greatest certainty and speed, the forces of dif- 
ferent stations, to attack the enemy in detail when his 
vessels may be scattered; and in which our ships may 
find refuge and security when approached by a force 
so much superior as to forbid a combat. ‘To enter no 
further into details, it is obvious that, from these ad- 
vantages, the power and efficiency of an American 
Navy must be double its nominal proportion to that of 
an assuiling enemy. But your committee beg leave to 
observe, that it would be unworthy the magnanimity 
of the nation to look only at one Power, and forget 
that it stands in the relation of an independent sove- 
reignty to other nations, against whom, unless man 
change his nature and cease to be violent and unjust, it 
may be necessary to array the national force on that 
element where the injury may be suffered and where 
alone it can ‘be avenged or redressed. With this view 
your committee have not considered this subject with 
regard only -to the practicable and advisable prepara- 
‘tion for the present momentous crisis, which, whatever 
it may be, must be greatly inadequate, for the reasons 
already stated; but the object of the committee is to 
recommend a system which shall look to futurity, and 
though limited by the present situation and means of 
the country, have a capacity to be enlarged in propor- 
tion to the growing wealth, commerce, and population 
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3. The orders and authority vested in Governor Har- 
rison by the United, States, under which the late expe- 
dition against the Indians was carried on; and’ such 
other information relating to the subject,.as, in the 
opinion of the President, may be proper to be commu- 
nicated to this House. . 


The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. a: 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee of conference made on 
the 11th instant, together with the message from 
the Senate adhering to their amendments to the 
bill on this subject. a 

A motion was made by Mr. Ranpotpa, to refer 
the bill and report toa Committee of the Whole, 
and negatived. l 

A motion was then made by Mr. Fisk, that this 
House do recede from their disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate. 

After much debate, the question was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 72, nays 62, as follows 

Yeas—William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Dan- 
iel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, William W.. 
Bibb, Abijah Bigclow; Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, 
Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chit- 
tenden, Thomas B. Cooke, John Davenport, jr., Roger 
Davis, Samuel Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R, 
Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Isaiah I. Green, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, John M. Hyneman, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, 
Lyman Law, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Aaron Lyle, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James ` 
Milnor, Sam’! L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Wil- 
liam Paulding, jr, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., 
Benj’n Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, William Recd, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel 
BATTLE ON THE WABASH. Ringgold, Wilian Rees pape Sare: Ahomas 

So eae PE ae ammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel! 

Mr, Onaspy moved the following saloon: | Shaw toa Smif, Gorge Smitt, Sila Stow, Wiliam 
whether any, and if any, what provision ought to be Strong, ae he B. Sturges, George Au pani Same. 
made by law for paying the officers and soldiers of the Tracy, Gh ae Tue ae i eV E Cortlandt, $ 
militia who served under Governor Harrison, in the Labas , ag Ten a White Willi OF Wi T W 
late expedition against the Indians on the Wabash, to aR be r Wint 3 conar ie, Wiklam Widgery, 
compensate them for the loss of horses, and for the relief ana Kobert Wright, 
of the widows and orphans of those who fell in the 
uction of the seventh of November last; and that they 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


“And that if attacked by any British ship or vessel, 
it shall be lawful to capture and bring such ship or 
vessel into any port of the United States for adju- 
dication.” i 

Mr. FiNpLEY moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the resolution and amendment 
to the first Monday in March next. 

After debate on these motions, the House ad- 
journed without coming to a decision on either. 


Wepnespay, December 18. 


Mr. Rusga presented petitions from Louisiana 
Territory, in favor of the second grade of Govern- 
ment.—Referred. 

The consideration of the unfinished business of 
yesterday, respecting arming merchantmen, &c., 
was called for; when it was, on motion of Mr. 
RanpoLrs, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was committed the bill from 
the Senate, “ completing the existing Military Es- 
tablishment,” reported the same without amend- 
meut.—Committed to a Committee of the Whole 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Jennings, the Committee 
on the Public Lands were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing another dis- 
trict, for the disposal of the public lands, by a divi- 
sion of the district of Kaskaskia ; to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. Macon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, presented a bill allowing additional com- 
pensation to the Postmaster General; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to continue in force, for a 
further time, the act fixing the salaries of certain 
officers of Government therein mentioned. 


a a SS a Si a ee 


Nays—wWillis Alston, jr, John Baker, David Bard, . 
Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, 
James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, ipa ao 
The sai soluti s read.and ordered to lie | well, Wm. Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Po EN Be AEI EE GTE ee James Cochran, John Clopton, pe sondit William 

E. : : Daws Joseph Desha, Elias Earle 

Mr. McKee moved the following resolution : Crawford, John Dawson, Josep j Jarle, 

Resolved, That the President of ‘the United States Meshack Franklin, T homas Gholson, co Good- 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House such | eb glad roty reir Grandy, Aylett ; sin ee 
information as may be in the possession of the Govern- Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, h Le RETIRA 5 “hi 
ment, and proper to be communicated, on the follow- Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Josep owls, Junior, William 
ing points: Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thos. 

1. Any evidence tending to show whether any and Moore, Archibald McBryde, witen Mea: muel 
what agency the subjects, either public or private, of ! McKee, James Morgan, Jeremia b Md, T UB: Now ~ 
any foreign Power, may have had in exciting the In- oe Suen oy Biy, osent Pegi 3, Isracl Pickens, 

: è Teg : 3 3 ; a , ? 
nians on (he Wostern frontier to hostility against the James Pleasants, jr., John Randolph, John Rhea, John 

2. The evidence of hostility towards the United States, | Roane, Jonathan Roberts, John Sevier, Daniel Shelley, 
be uke eee Be ie Si = Prophet and his adhe John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, George 

part of the Shawanec p M. Troup, Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Tho- 


Tents i j late cam- į : a 
ents, anterior to the commencement of the nas Wilson, and Richard Winn. 
So the House agreed to recede from their disa- 


paign against them, under the command of Governor 
Harrison ; f 
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greement to the Senate’s amendment, which of | 
course prevails, and the ratio is fixed at 35,000. 


Tuurspay, December 19. 


Mr. Baxer presented two petitions of sundry } 
inhabitants of the city and county of Washing- 
ton, praying that the act of the State of Maryland, | 


laying a tax on marriage licenses of four dollars | 
may be revived in Washington county, in the | 
Distriet of Columbia, and that the money thus | 
collected may be applied to the use of schools.— | 
Referred to the Committee for the District of į 
Columbia. 

The Speaker laid before the House a resolu- 
tion of the Legislature of the State of Vermont, 
ratifying and confirming an amendment proposed 
by Congress to the Constitution of the United 
States, concerning the acceptance of titles of 
nobility from foreign Powers, by citizens of the 
United States.’ 

Mr. Poinpexter moved the following resolu- | 
tion: l 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire | 
into the conduct of Harry Toulmin, Judge of the Dis- | 
trict of Washington, in the Mississippi Territory, and ! 
report whether, in their opinion, he has so acted, in his | 
official capacity, as to require the intcrposition of the 

I 
1 


Constitutional powers of this House ; and that said 
committee have power to send for persons and papers. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. - 

Mr. Rura presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Tennessee, disapproving of 
the amendment proposed by Massachusetts to the | 
Constitution of the United States, limiting the | 
duration of any act laying an embargo within the | 
United States; disapproving of the amendment 
proposed by Virginia to the said Constitution, re- 
specting a removal from office of the Senators of 
the United States; disapproving of the amend- 
ment proposed by Pennsylvania to the said Con- 
stitution; for the erection of a tribunal to deter- 
mine controversies between the General and State 
Governments; and approving of the amendment 
proposed by Congress to the said Constitution, 
concerning the acceptance of titles of nobility by į 
citizens of the United States from foreign Powers. | 

A Message was received from the President of | 
the United States, transmitting two lettersreceived | 
from Governor Harrison, of the Indiana Terri- | 
tory, reporting the particulars of the issue of the | 
expedition under his command on the Wabash. į 
The Message and letters were read, and referred | 
to Mr. McKee, Mr. Sevier, Mr. BRECKENRIDGE, l 
Mr. Morrow, Mr. Ausron, Mr. Lerever, and ; 
Mr. Maxwe.t, to consider and report thercon to ; 
the House. - 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the Committee on the Public Lighds, made the | 
26th ultimo; and the resolutions therein contained i; 
were specially concurred in by the House, as fol- | 
lows: | 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law ; 
for the appointment of commissioners, on the part | 
of the United States, to act with such commissioners | 


as the Commonwealth of Virginia may appoint, to 
ascertain, and finally determine and fix the Western 
boundary line of the Virginia military tract, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the condition of the 
deed of cession from Virginia to the United States, 
touching the military reservation between the rivers 
Scioto and Little Miami. 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law 
to prevent the issuing of patents on surveys executed 
in virtue of Virginia military warrants, west of the 
boundary line designated by the act of Congress of the 
23d March, one thousand eight. hundred and four. 

Resolved, That, in the event of the said existing 
boundary line being found by the said commissioners 
to exclude lands helonging to the Virginia military tract, 
the said commissioners shall ascertain the quantity and 
quality of the land so excluded, and. shall have power 
to locate other unappropriated lands equal in quantity 
and quality ; which lands shall be liable to location 
under Virginia military land warrants, from and after 
the day of z 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant to 
the said resolutions; and that the Committee on 
the-Pablic lands do prepare and bring in the same. 

On motion by Mr. BURWELL, 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before this 
House, by the proper officers, a statement of the 
capital employed tn the Indian trade ; the amount 
of annual purchases, sales, and articles, received 
in payment; together with the number, names, 
and salaries, of agents employed, the places where 
stationed, and specifying, as far as practicable, the 
state of the trade at each place for the last four 
years. 

Messrs. BurWELL and Buecker were appoint- 
ed a committee to present the said resolution to 
the President. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
sixth resolution, reported by the Committee of 
Foreign Relations, in the following words: 

“6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant 
vessels, owned exclusively by resident citizens, to arm, 
under proper regulations, to be prescribed by law, in 
self-defence, against all unlawful proceedings towards 
them on the high seas.” 

Mr. Finpiey withdrew his motion to postpone 
the same to the first Monday in March. 

Mr. Wricu'r withdrew the amendment he had 
proposed, and moved to strike out these words: 
“in self-defence against all unlawful proceedings 
against them on the high seas.” 

Mr. Arncuer.—The sixth resolution of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations being now on its pas- 
sage, | must express my sorrow that Iam compelled 
to obtrude my humble observations upon the fa- 
tigued patience of the House, and the more ex- 
hausted patience of the nation. As [ shall vote 
against the resolution, I feel it to be my indispen- 
sable duty to detail to the House the reasons by 
which my vote shall be actuated. Many honor- 
able members may, perhaps, conccive that it 
would be more proper for me to reserve my re- 
marks for the bill, when it shall be reported; but, 
sir, I have ever held it to be my sacred duty to 
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which may be hostile to the rights, or dangerous | 
to the interests of my country, lest, by not seem- | 
ing to oppose, my conduct should be construed ! 
into an encouragement of such a measure. 

For what purpose, sir, let me ask, have we 
adopted the resolution preceding this? Was it‘ 
for the purpose of destroying the Government? 
Was it that the members of that Army should 
sheath their swords in the bowels of the liberties 
of their country ? Who will impute to this body | 
so disgraceful a motive? Are you about to raise! 
a standing army, not for the purpose of making | 
preparations for war, but with a view of intimi-| 
dating Great Britain to recede from her unjust | 
infractions of our neutral rights? Do not think 
that she will be intimidated by any preparations i 
which you can make. however formidable they ! 
may be. She knows, too well, your conduct } 
heretofore, to believe you are in earnest. She j 
knows that, many years ago, you resolved to re- | 
sist, hut that this honorable determination termi- ! 
nated in an empty resolution, She knows, too 
well, that you have been, heretofore, prodigal in 
words, and parsimonious. in spirited action. I do 
not set myself up for a prophet; but, mark me, if} 
it be not true, that Great Britain will not do you ! 
justice till you carry the war out of this hall into | 
the heart of her colonial territories. 

Under the firmest conviction. then, as I am, 
that war between the United States and Great 
Britain—if we have any respect for our honor as 
a nation—will be an event of inevitable conse- 
quence, I have in vain searched for the reasons 
which would induce us to authorize our mer- 
chant vesseis to arm against all unlawful moles- 
tations on the high seas. As the resolution is, in 
its nature, general, every man must see, on the 
contrary, the dangers necessarily attendant upon 
the adoption of such a measure. . You are now 
on the very verge of war, and you should, there- 
fore, be careful not to multiply your enemies. 
You may, by passing this resolution, make France 
your enemy. You may enlist Denmark and other 
Powers of Europe against you. This is an event 
which would be deeply deprecated; and, that it 
should happen, is nothing improbable; for your 
merchants, armed as they will be, in defence of 
their commerce, may select the nation who is to 
beyourenemy. If they are molested in their com- 
merce, whether lawful or unlawful, they will be 
disposed to resist. At any rate, they will be the 
judges of the juncture when their interests may 
call for the interposition of force, and will exer- 
cise that force according to their own whims and 
caprices. They sail on the ocean clothed with 
national authority, and for their actions, whether 
lawful or unlawful, you will be compelled to an- 
swer. Sir, I respect the highly honorable occu- 
pation of a merchant, but am not disposed to 
carry that respect so far as to give my sanction to 
the adoption of a measure which may jeopardize 
the peace, and endanger the interests of my coun- 
try. If this resolution were to authorize an arm- 
ing against Great Britain alone, this arguinent 
would have no effect; but as it has a view toa 


H 
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oppose, even in its.incipient state, every measure | 


| teers pre 


| 


general arming against all nations, this reason- 
ing is conclusive on my mind, and must operate 
in the same way upon all men who will give the 
subject a dispassionate consideration. The con- 
sequences of such a measure are plain and obvi- 
ous. Now, let us examine whether there exists 
any reason sufficiently powerful to outweigh these 
considerations. 
What is the object, and the only one too, as 
stated by the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations, (Mr. Porrsr,) for 
the adoption of this measure ? ` Your vessels will 
be armed and prepared for privateering the mo- 
ment war shall be declared. Why, sir, do you 
think the merchants will ba@ieve that you really 
intend to go to war? And, if they doubt upon 
this subject, do you suppose they will be so re- 
gardless of their own interests as to expend their 
eapital in fitting out privateers, when no absolute 
certainty exists that war is your object, or your 
serious intention? It would, certainly, bean ob- 
ject of no inconsiderable moment to have priva- 
pared to harass and disturb the com- 
merce of Great Britain in the event of war. If 
this be your object, you are taking a very im- 
proper course to obtain it. If such be your object, 
take some decided and energetic step which will 
convince even the incredulous that you will resort 
to the sword to obtain justice, and your end will 
soon be effected. But, do not depress the hopes 
of the nation by sanctioning this tame, imbecile, 
and temporizing system. 1 
What is the spirit thatbreathes in the tive res- 
olutions which have been adopted—resolutions 
which were in entire accordance with my feel- 
ings? Is it nota spirit of war? Do they not 
beara hostile aspect? Are they not calculated 
to induce Great Britain to believe that forbear- 
ance on our part has terminated, and that we are 
resolved, unless she speedily extend to us full and 
ample justice, to decide the contest by the sword ? 
Have you anything to hope, by operating upon 
the minds of the rulers of that nation, a convic- 
tion that you are boasting no longer? If you do 
entertain such a hope, L pray you, do not adopt 
this measure—a measure which will show her 
the fluctuation of our opinions, and the repug- 
nancy of our plans; a measure which will lull 
to sleep her fears of war, and convinee her not 
only of your indecision, but of your timidity to 
unsheath your sword in defence of rights clear 
and undisputed, and in avenging injuries too 
glaring for the dignity and honor of a nation to 
submit to. Are the wishes of this nation to be 
unattended to? Ought we ‘not to relieve its 
anxieties? Or, are we to tantalize their hopes 
with energy in one law and imbecility in anoth- 
er? Are the merchants to be told we will pro- 
tect their commerce? By what? By granting 
tbem a right which nature has already given to 
them? Is commerce to be protected by abridg- 
ing the natural rights of the people? Is this 
measure no abridgement of their rights? Does 
it not confine the legality of arming to resident 
citizens alone? Look at the measure.as you 
please, it is a dead letter. Is this the period of 
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all others to be selected to incorporate unmean- 
ing laws in the body cf your statute book? Do 
not satirize, by such an act, the manly sensibility 
of the people. Do not paralyze the national arm. 
No; let us do justice to the nation by the adop- 
tion: of such measures as will renovate the de- 
pressed spirits of our constituents; which will 
prevent them from falling into that destructive 
and deadly languor which this resolution is cal- 
culated to produce. 

Mr. Speaker, permit me to address my senti- 
ments plainly to you. The people are becoming 
tired of the indecision of this body. They have 
read many a fine and gaudy speech which has 
been delivered in this hall, and let me say, too, 
that they have seen much of bad voting. It is 
high time to throw off a temporizing policy, and 
to take a decided and energetic stand—no arming 
of merchantmen without the privilege of making 
reprisals, and reprisals from that Power too, spe- 
cifically, that oppresses you. Had my worthy col- 
league (Mr. WricuT) not withdrawn his amend- 
ment, I would have given it my sanction. I admit 
it would have been an act of war, and for that 
reason I would have voted for it; for, in our 
ae situation, it is impossible to obtain en- 
istments without the adoption of some such 
measure, - 

‘Instead, sir, of this resolution, I seriously think 
that policy dictates to us to lay an embargo on 
our vessels for a limited time. Not an embargo 
of coercion on foreign Powers, but an embargo 
for the preservation of ofr property which is now 
afloat on the surface of the ocean. It would pre- 
vent those innumerable bankruptcies which would 
be immediately consequent on a declaration of 
war in all your mercantile towns; bankruptcies 
which are not only injurious to the bankrupts 
themselves, but deadly to the resources of the 
nation, for the wealth of a nation should always 
be graduated by the wealth of its citizens. Your 
merchants are now sailing in every sea with the 
productions of your soil. We shall have to con- 
tend with the most formidable naval Power in 
the world, and the moment war is declared your 
commerce will be swept from the surface of the 
deep. We should gather in our merchant ships. 
We should, in truth, sir, act like provident hus- 
bandmen. Let us, therefore, go into our unpro- 
tected fields, cut down our harvest, and remove 
it to places of security, that our enemies and not 
ourselves may be the gleaners in the field. 

_ If, sir, the resolution now under consideration 
should be adopted, the whole system will forma 
strange picture. You may touch it with the 
moaster-pencil of a Rubens, it will still be a 
homely picture, incongruous in its parts, and in 
the whole ungraceful. lt does appear to me to 
be a perfect anomaly, a measure which can be 
classed under neither the general head of peace 
or war. The Lacedemonians, it is said, put to 
death all deformed infants. I trust this House 
will be endued with a Lacedemonian spirit which 
will crush this creature in the deformity of its 
birth, and that it will not be suffered to hang a 
dead weight on the nation. Thus, sir, have I 


it merits. 

The question was now taken, and decided as 
follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, William W. Bibb, William A. 
Burwell, William Butler, John Clopton, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Felix Grundy, 
Bolling Hall, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, R. 
M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Peter 
Little, Andrew Lyle, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, 
Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Mor- 
gan, Anthony New, Stephen Ormsby, James Pleas- 
ants, jun., Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, John 
Sevier, George Smith, George M. Troup, Robt. White- 
hill, David R. Williams, and Robert Wright—46. 


Nays—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Wm. Black- 
ledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam 
Boyd, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert 
Brown, John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, 
Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jr., 
John Dawson, William Ely, William Findley, James 
Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thus. R. Gold, 
Charles Goldsborough, Isaiah L. Green, Obed Mall, 
Jobn A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jun., 
Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph 
Lewis, junior, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William 
Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Arunah Metcalf, 
James Miluor, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
William Paulding, junior, Joseph Pearson, Israel Piek- 
ens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Benjamin 
Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Henry M. Ridgely, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Samucl Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, 
John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas 
Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur- 
ner, junior, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Whea- 
ton, Leonard White, William Widgery, and Thomas 
Wilson—77. 

A motion was then made by Mr. McKim to 
amend the satd resolution by striking out these 
words: 

“Permit our merchant vessels, owned exclusively 
by resident citizens, and commanded and navigated 
solely by citizens, to arm under proper regulations, to 
be prescribed by law, in self-defence against all unlaw- 
ful proceedings against them on the high seas,” for the 
purpose of inserting the following: “authorize mer- 
chant vessels of the United States to arm, under proper 
regulations, to be prescribed by law :” 


And the question being taken so to amend. it 
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was determined in the negative—yeas 24, nays 


gy. as follows: 

Yxas— William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Josiah 
Bartlett, William Blackledge, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, 
Aylett Hawes, Joseph Kent, Abner Lacock, Peter Lit- 
tle, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Alexander 
McKim, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen 
Ormsby, Samuel Ringgold, George M. Troup, David 
R. Williams, William Widgery, and Robert Wright. 

Naxs— Willis Alston, jun., Daniel Avery, Ezekiel 
Bacon, John Baker, David Bard, William W. Bibb, 
Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, 
Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, 
Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chitten- 
den, James Cochran, Thomas B. Cooke, William 
Crawford, Jobn Davenport, junior, Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, William Find- 
ley, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, ‘l‘homas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldshorough, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, John M. Hyne- 
man, Richard Jackson, jun., Richard M. Johnson, Wil- 
lam R. King, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Robert T.e 
Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, 
James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 0. Mose- 
ley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, William Pauld- 
ing, jun, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William 


liam Paulding, junior, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, junior, James 
Pleasants, junior, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry 
M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, 
John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, John Smith, 
Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Pierre Van Cort- 
landt, junior, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Wm. 
Widgery, and’ Thomas Wilson. : 

Nays — Stevenson Archer, David Bard, Thomas 
Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, James Cochran, 
Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, William Lowndes, Natha- 
niel Macon, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Sam- 
uel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, 
Philip Stuart, Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, 
and Robert Wright. 

Ordered, That a bill, or bills, be brought in 
pursuant to the said resolution; and that the 
Committee on Forcign Relations do prepare and 
bring in the same. 


aiaiai ee enn rn ee, 


Fripay, December 20. 
Ordered, That Mr. New be excused from serv- 


| ing on the committee appointed, the 13th ultimo, 
| on the memorial of Matthew Lyon, who were in- 


Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jun., James Pleasants, junior, | structed to inquire into prosecutions before courts 


Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, 
John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William 
Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebe- 
nezer Seaver, John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Shef- 
fey, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Rich- 
ard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg 
Tallman, Charles Turner, junior, Pierre Van Cort- 
landt, junior, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and 
Thomas Wilson. 


The question was then taken to concur with 
the Committee of the whole House on the state 
of the Union in their agreement to the said sixth 
resolution, as reported by the Committee on For- 
eign Relations; and resolved in the affirmative— 
yeas 97, nays 22, as fullows: 

Ysas— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Dan- 
iel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Josiah Bartlett, 
William W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, William Black- 
ledge, Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Fli- 
jah Brigham, Wm Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, 
John Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, Wil- 
liam Crawford, John Davenport, junior, Roger Davis, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Wil- 
liam Ely, Wm. Findley, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsbo- 
rough, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, | 


of the United States, for libels under the sedition 
law; and that Mr. Gronpy be appointed of the 
said committee in his place. 

Mr. PauLpina presented a petition of Peter 
Landais, praying to be allowed and paid his share 
of prize money, in three vessels captured by him 
in the Revolutionary war, while commander of 


| the United States’ frigate Alliance. 


Mr. P. moved that the petition be referred to a 
select committee ; negatived. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
| that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
| act to raise an additional military force;” to 
| which they desire the concurrence of this House. 
i The bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

The House resolved itself jnto.a Committee of 
i the Whole on the bill to prevent the exportation 
‘from the United States, or Territories thereof, of 
i any goods, wares, or merchandise, under the au- 
‘thority of permits or licenses derived from any 
| foreign Power ; and, after some time spent there- 
‘in, the Committee rose, and had leave to sit 
; again. 

! “The bill from the Senate for completing the 
i existing Military Establishment, was read the 
i third time in Committee of the Whole, and 
į passed—yeas 110, nays 11, as follows: 

Yras— Willis Alston, jun, William Anderson, Dan- 


Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, ! iel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Josiah Bart- 
junior, Richard M. Johnson, William R. King, Abner ; lett, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Wm. Black- 
Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, ' ledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, James 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Aaron Lyle, George C. | Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Kobert Brown, William 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William } A. Burwell, William Buler, John C. Calhoun, Lang- 
McCoy, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, James Mor- | don Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James 
gan, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas | Cochran, John Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Wil- | Condit, Wiliam Crawford, Roger Davis, John Daw- 
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son, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, | acts of limitation, whereby those claims are barred. If 
William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack ! the old soldier, his widow, or his orphan, were alone to 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Charles į be benefited by such suspension, your committee would 
Goldsborough, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, | not hesitate to recommendit. Past experience, how- 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Har- | ever, bath evidently shown that similar legislative in- 
per, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. | dulgences have enured almost exclusively to the ad- 
Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner La- | vantage of the unprincipled speculator, and those who 
cock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Jue Roy | avail themselves of the ignorance and subsist upon the 
Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel ! misfortunes of others. We have innumerable cxam- 
Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald ! ples of the truth of this position, in the consequences 
McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexan- | that resulted not only from the various suspensions of 
der McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jas. į these acts which have hitherto taken place, but more 
Morgan, Jeremiah Murrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, | especially from the adoption of the Funding System. 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thos. | It is deemed unnecessary to enlarge upon the conse- 
Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, junior, | quences; they are too well known. 
Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Timo- Although a communication received from the Treas- 
thy Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, junior, Benjamin | ury at a former session holds out au opinion that there 
Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, | are in the possession of that Department sufficient 
Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John | checks and guards to protect the United States from 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Thomas | imposition and fraud in the payment of a certain part 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Sey- | of those claims, the committee are differently impress- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilic, Gco. | ed. They have scen a transcript from the books of 
Smith, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Samucl | the Treasury, published to the world, exhibiting the 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, George M. | names of a certain class of claimants; and to sup- 
Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Pierre Van Cortlandt, | pose that a facility of this kind, thus offered to specu- 
junior, Leonard White, David R. Williams, William | lative artifice and management, would not be seized 
Widgery, Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert ! upon and used by the speculator to impose upon Gov- 
Wright. : | ernment, is to suppose a thing contrary to all experi- 
WNays—Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, Epaphroditus | ence. The committee feel themselves by no means 
Champiun, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, Ly- | able to draw a line of distinction between a just claim 
man Law, Joseph Lewis, junior, Elisha R. Potter, | liquidated and a just one unliquidated ; and to attempt 
Richard Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, and Laban | the invidious task of distinction in point of merit, 
Wheaton. where there can be no difference, and to open the 
statutes of limitation in order to relieve a part. or a few 
Saturpay, Deceinber 21. favorite classes of claims, does not comport, in the 


. 1. ae toe | view of your committee, with any principle of fairness, 
a eien x zA Pon oe ae Roan ior with that equal system of distributive justice which 
ceeded to consiver the resolution spumited by hin | ought to be dispensed toward all. When they take a 
ou the 19th iustant; when, Mr. P, withdrew the | retrospective view of the subject, and find that most of 
resvlution, and moved that the letter of Cowles those statutes were iirst passed in the times and under 
Mead, Speaker of the House of Representatives | the patriot counsels of the old Congress, and that the 
of the Mississippi Territory, with the present- | more general one which took effect in 1794 was passed 
ment of the grand jury of Baldwia county, 10 | under the Administration of General Washington, who 
said Territory, against Harry Toulmin, Judge of | was himself the chief of soldiers as he was the chief of 
the Superior Court of Washington District, be re- | their patrons and friends in every station; but he was 
ferred toa select committee, to consider and report | equally the friend of his country, and gave that act the 
thereon to the House ; which was agreed to, and | sanction of his name, as founded, at least, in a policy of 
Messrs. Pornpexrer, Bisp, Ruga, CaLnotn, Ta- | general justice and right, which the Government had 
LIAFERRO, BIGELOW, and CHAMPION, were ap- į been at length obliged to resort to and maintain in self- 


pointed the committee. . defence ; that every Congress since has invariably ad- 
! hered to the general policy of those laws; and, after 
STATUTES OF LIMITATION. | the lapse of so many years, when the difficulty of doing 


Mr. Gaotson, from the Committee of Claims, | justice has increased with the increase of time, and 
who were instructed by a resolution of the House | when a partial repeal would but tend to increase the 
of the 11th ultimo, to inquire into the expediency | discontent and dissatisfaction of every class of claim- 
of repealing or suspending the various acts of | ants which should remain unprovided for, the commit- 
limitation, so far as they operate to bar the pay- tee cannot, from any view they have been able to take 
ment of certain descriptions of claims, made a of the subject, recommend the repeal or suspension of 
report thereon—Referred to the Committee of any of thone- afatulo nor bey imone ee beg 

A _ e od anys ` . 
the Whole on the report of the Committee of Resolved, That it is not expedient to repeal or sus- 
clams Th the pone ees Nanna and i pend any of the acts of limitation, whereby the afore- 
others, e report is as rs: : Stint diii od. 

That they kave bestowed on the resolution that full | r o cupugas of panen eane the table 
consideration .to which it was entitled. ‘They felt, on | p a i s 
the one hand, sincere solicitude to devise some just and | RULES AND ORDERS. i 
adequate method of satisfying the claims in question ; The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
while, on the other, they were forcibly struck with the į the Whole on the report of the select committee 
unavoidable scenes of speculation and fraud which | appointed to prepare such Standing Rules and 
would ensue the repeal or suspension of any of the | Orders of Proceeding as are proper to be observed 
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therein. The Committee rose, and reported their | this House on what terms, under what authority, 

agreement to the Rules and Orders of Proceeding į and on what security, such deposites are made. 
as contained therein, with several amendments;! A motion was then made by Mr. Pirsin,,that 
all of which were severally concurred in by the | the House do come to the following resolutions : 
House. — | 1. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 

A motion was made by Mr. Lacock to amend | directed to lay before this House a statement of the 

_ the said Rules by striking out these words: “ He! amount, in value, of the imports and exports of the 
t shall. (meaning the Speaker) have the right to | United States, for each year, from the fourth of March, 
‘name any member to perform the duties of the | Anno Domini 1789, to the close of the year Anno 
‘Chair, but such substitution shall not extend be- | Domini 1810, as far as practicable ; distinguishing the 
‘ yond an-adjournment ;” which was determined | imports and exports of each State and Territory ; also, 
in the negative. distinguishing the value of the exports of domestic 

Mr. NeLson moved to amend the said Rules | Productions from those of foreign. | t l 

by adding to the last paragraph, relating to thej „2 Resolved, That tho Secretary of the Treasury be 
previous question, the words following: “If the | directed to lay before this House a statement of the 
f previous question be decided affirmatively, every Mad ee of the United States, within each 
‘ member, who shall not have spoken, shall have ee and Territory, for each year, from the fourth of 
i face io speak once ii iha ai | March, Anno Domini 1789, to the close of the year 
ole o speak once Upon the main Ques- | 1810, distinguishing, as far us practicable, the amount 

t tion.” ; Hed Par P see Saas 
; employed in foreign trade, the coasting trade, and in 
After debate thereon, an adjournment was call- | the fisheries ; also, a statement of the foreign tonnage 
ed for, and carried. employed in the trade of the United States, for each 

year, during the same period. f 
. 3. Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a statement of the 
gross and net amount of duties on imports and ton- 
nage within each State and Territory, in each year, 
from the fourth of March, Anno Domini 1789, to the 
close of the year 1810, with the charges of collection, 
together with the amount of drawbacks for each year, 
in each State, during the same period. 

The resolutions were read, and the first con- 
curred in by the House, and the second and third 
ordered to lie on the table. 

RULES AND ORDERS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of Saturday. The amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Ne.son being again read 
as follows: ; 

“That when the previous question is ordered to be 
taken, upon the main question being put, every mem- 


| 
f who has not already spoken, shall have liberty to 


Monnay, December 23. 


Mr. Conoir presented a petition of sundry man- 
ufacturers of bar iron, castings, nails, &c., in the 
State of New Jersey, praying that the importa- 
tion of iron from foreign countries may be pro- 
hibited, or that additional duties may be laid on 

-tbe importation thereof—Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Porrsr presented a petition of the Com- 
missioners of the State of New York, praying 
the co-operation and aid of Congress in opening 
“a canal navigation between the Great Lakes and 
Hudson’s river.” —Referred to the committee ap- 

- pointed, the seventh instant, on the petition of the 
‘President and Directors of the Union Canal Com- 
pany of Pennsylvania; and that Messrs. PORTER, 
Barter, Braicuam, Jackson, Mosevey, HUF- 
«TY, Strona, Pickens, Wititams, HALL of Geor- 
gia, ORMSBY, Grunpy, Morrow, and Barb, be 
added to the said committee. 
| A. Message was received from the President of 
the United States communicating copies of an 
act of the Legislature of New York, relating to 
:a canal from the great Jakes to Hudson river.— 
-Referred, &c. . 
- Mr. Guoxson, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
‘Joseph Wheaton ; which was concurred in, and 
the petitioner had leave to withdraw his petition 
-and accompanying documents. 


IMPORTS, TONNAGE, &c. 


On motion of Mr. PITKIN, 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be ‘directed to lay before this House a statement 
of the several banks in which the public money 
is deposited, and the amount which is designated 
to each bank, together with the greatest amount 

_ that has been deposited in each bank at any one 
‘period, since the fourth day of March, Anno 
Domini 1811; and, also, the amount deposited in 

each bank on the thirtieth of September, Anno 
-Domini 1811; and he is also directed to inform 


1 


speak once.” 

Mr. Goun said, the amendment now offered to 
the rules of the House, secures to every member 
the right of speaking at least once on every ques- 
tion before the House. The liberty of speech, and 
freedom of debate, are sacred by the Constitution ; 
and to refuse all debate, to deny us the privilege 
of speaking at all, on the most important ques- 
tions of peace and war, is a subversion of the first 
principles of the Constitution, And what is to 
justify this measure of imposing silence? It is 
said, the right of debate has been abused. Let 
gentlemen beware how, for an occasional abuse 
of a right, they take away—destroy the right it- 
self. What right, in the whole charter of our 
rights, has not at some time been abused? Man 
is frail, and why should not, at times of public 
agitation and concussion of partics, abuses arise ? 
debate become angry and be prolonged? And 
for this, is the principle to be adopted, that the 
right shall be forever suppressed and destroyed ? 
—the principle that absolute silence shall be im- 
posed on a minority? Sir, Philip, the tyrant of 
Macedon, disliked the freedom of speech and de- 
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.bate in Athens: it annoyed him; for this cause, 
Demosthenes was pursued to the altar, where he 
expired. The principle contended for by the 
majority (supposed abuse) will be found to justi- 
fy the most odious usurpations recorded in histo- 
ry; liberty is abused, and chains are forged to 
restrain Il. 

Gentlemen of the majority insist, that the rule 
will not be abused; that the majority will not 
execute the rule arbitrarily. The amendment, 
now offered to the rules, stipulates only for liber- 
ty to each member to speak once. Now, sir, if 
this be denied, and the rule is ever executed, the 
abuse is inevitable, it is necessarily involved in 
the very execution of the rule. 

Neither the journals of our State Legislatures 
nor the laws of the Parliament of Great Britain 
afford examples for thus arbitrarily proceeding. 
Debate is admitted in the British Parliament on 
the previous question; our rules excludeit on both 
the previous and main question. Beside, sir, I 
need only refer gentlemen to the manual of par- 
liamentary law, from the hand of the third Presi- 
dent of the United States, to show that the previ- 
ous question was confined to subjects of delicacy, 
which a due regard to the interests of the State 
or its Government forbade to be agitated. How 
much, sir, has this question been perverted from 
its proper province, to silence all debate and force 
the question, the passage of thelaw! Such mea- 
sures are dangerous to freedom, and afford, in evil 
times, the most fatal examples. 

Mr. Smilie said, he was a friend to freedom of 
debate, but that there wasa difference between this, 
and that abuse of it. when you cannot get a deci- 
sion without an exertion of physical strength. 
This has been our case several times. The rule 
now proposed to be altered is the old rule, and is 
only restored. We very well know, that a debate 
has been often prolonged merely to prevent a de- 
cision. We have been kept till ten and twelve 
o'clock at night, and sometimes till daylight. It 
ts an inconvenience which he at his time of life 
had seriously felt. There can be no evil from the 
rule as now established. “The responsibility of 
the majority is such to the people, that, if they 
should abuse it, as the minority have their privi- 
lege, the people will correct it, when the minority 
shall fairly state it to them. He said the majoriiy 
were also responsible to the people to transact the 
public business, a 

„Mr. Stanrorp, in reply to Mr. Smite, said, he 
did not think it proper to give this dispensing 
power to the majority, if they by the Constitution 
did not possess it, as he contended they did not. 
He said, we have heard of a sedition law, and the 
reign of terror. The bill, when first introduced 
for that law, went to prevent freedom of speech. 
This rule, in his opinion, much more deserved the 
character of a “ Gag-law.” than the Sedition 
law did. i 

Mr. Wricat mentioned the great abuses of this 
privilege of the minority thelast winter. He said, if 
we don’t establish a written, decent rule, we must 
have a common law rule, such as they have in 
the British House of Commons, to shuffle and 


put down, when the abuse of this privilege be- 
comes enormous. 

Mr. Qutncy.—Mr. Speaker. I do notregard this 
question in the light in which some of its advo- 
cates, as well as its opponents, have considered 
it; as a mere contest for power between the ma- 
jority and the minority. It is of an higher char- 
acter. It affects the essential principles of civil 
liberty, and saps its hopes at its very foundation. 
I rejoice that the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Netson,) has limited his proposition, so as to pre- 
clude any mistake concerning the object of it. 
We are not now advocating an unrestrained priv- 
ilege of debate. The inquiry is, shall a main ques- 
tion ever be taken in this deliberative body, un- 
tilevery member, whe has not already spoken, 
shall have had an opportunity, if he wishes to 
avail himself of it, to speak at least once upon the 
question? The ground taken by those who op- 
pose the proposition, is that of necessity and con- 
venience. These are the very points, which, in 
a free country, ought most vigilantly to be guard- 
ed. Hor it is here that the spirit of despotism 
always lies in ambush. Under the cover of ne- 
cessity, Or convenience, it steals upon the liberties 
of a people, and never fails, sooner or later, to 
make them its prey. 

It is not to be denied, that the subject is in 
some respects difficult to manage, with any hope 
of convincing. There isa state of feeling, both 
within this House and out of it, very uapropitious 
to an impartial debate. In this House it is argued 
as a question concerning who shail have the 
power, a majority, or a minority. And as it is 
agreed, on all hands, that, in the exercise of the 
power, abuse may happen, the present majority, 
like all other majorities, have a prevailing inclin- 
ation to reserve, in their own hands, the exclusive 
privilege of abuse. And without doors, the sub- 
ject is of less difficulty. For, of late years, the 
popular ear has been so vexed with speech upon 
speech, wind upon wind, the public patience has 
been so exhausted, in hunting up the solitary grain 
of sense, hidden in the bushels of chaff, that it is 
ready to submit to any limitation of a privilege, 
which subjects it to so irksome a labor. The peo- 
ple are almost ready to exclaim, “do what you 
will with the liberty of speech, provided you will 
save us from that fresh of words, with which we 
are, periodically, inundated.” 

Now, this is the very state of the public mind 
in which the corruption of essential principles 
commences. Through apparent necessity, or tem- 
porary convenience, or disgust at abuse, the popu- 
lar sentiment is made to acquiesce in the intro- 
duction of doctrines vitally inconsistent with the 
perpetuity of liberty. 

I ask the House to consider what is that princi- 
ple of civil liberty, which is amalgamated and 
identified with the very existence of a legislative 
body. In what does it consist? And what isits 
character? It consists in the right of delibera- 
tion. And its character is, that it belongs not to 
the body, but the individual members constituting 
the hody. The hody has the power to control and 
to regulate its exercise. But it has not the power 
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Its province is 
to deliberate and decide. “ Action” is, alone, cor- 


‘Representative. Jt is in their majesty, that he } rectly attributable tothe Executive. And it will 
appears. Jt is their right that he reflects. The! be found, that all the cases,in which this necessi- 
right of being heard by their Representative is | ty of “action” has been urged, have been cases in 
the inherent and absolute right of the people. ' which the Legislative body has departed from its 
Now, it is in the essential character of sucha! appropriate duties of deliberation and decision, 
right, that it exists, independent, and in despite of í and descended to be an instrument, or engine, of 
any man, or body of men, whatsoever. It is ab-/the Executive. I hesitate not to say, that this 
surd to say, that any right is independent, which | position may be proved by almost every in- 

' depends upon the will of anothcr. It is absurd to; stance in which this necessity of action bas been 

say, that any right is absolute, which is wholly | urged. It was an Executive haste toits own pur- 

relative to the inclination of another ; which lasts | poses, which prevailed upon the Legislative body 
only as long as he chooses, and terminates at his | to deny, to its own members, their privileges. 
nod. Now, whether this power be exercised by | Ithas been asserted, that “if this amendment 
one, or many, it matters not, The principle of ' passes, this will be the only deliberative body ia 
civil liberty 1s gone, when the inherent and abso- , the world which cannot stop debate.” On the 
lute nature of the right is gone. ‘other hand I assert, that if this amendment does 
Apply this reasoning to the case before us. It | not pass, this will be the only deliberative body 
is impossible to conceal the fact, that as our rules Í in the world, pretending to be free, in which it is 
and orders stand, independent of the proposition i in the power of a majority to force a decision, 
now offered as an amendment, it is in the power | without any deliberation. It is not true that, ‘in 
of a majority to preclude all debate, upon any | the British Parliament, the previous question 
question, and force every member of the House to | stops debate and forces decision on the main 
vote, upon -any proposition, without giving him ! question without deliberation. The previous ques- 
the opportunity of explaining his own reasons, or | tion there, if decided in the negative, suppresses 
stating the interests of his constituents, ‘his is i debate, by postponing the main question. And 
undeniable. -Is it not, then, plain and conclusive} until 1807, the practice and rules of this House 
that, as our rules and orders now stand, according!) permitted debate of the main question, after an 
to recent construction, every member of this} affirmative decision of a previous question. Who 


House holds his right of speaking, not on the 
principle of his constituents, whose Representa- 
tive he is, but upon the will of the majority of 
this House? for that which another may at any 
time take away from me, I hold not by my own 
right, but at his will. Can anything be more ob- 
viously at variance with the spirit of the Consti- 
tution and the first principles of civil liberty 2 
Let not any mansay this power will not be 
abused. In the nature of things it must be abused. 
‘This is the favorite argument of every despotism, 
and, of course, will not fail to be urged when itis 
< about to plant itself in the very temple of liberty. 
‘Ihave chosen to consider this subject ia rela- 
tion to the right of the wholy body, and of one of 
its individual members, rather than to that of a 
majority and minority. The right to speak is 
an individual right. Limit it as you please, con- 
sistent with a single exercise of that right. But 


ever undertakes to examine the subject will find 
it as I have stated. 

It is not true, that this power ever was, or ever 
can be necessary, in a Legislative body. In every 
case in which the previous question, according 
to recent construction, has been pressed upon the 
House, it will be found that there was no National 
or State necessity for an immediatedecision. That 
is to say, in every instance it will be found, that 
it was of no sort of public importance whether 
the main question were taken on this day, on the 
next, or on a third day. Always the question 
might have been taken, in a reasonable time; and 
every individual member, who chose to speak, 
might have had the privilege, if he pleased, of 
speaking, at least once. As far as I observed, all 
| these pretences of necessity have been casily re- 


solvable into party cunning. The subject was 
! one difficult to maintain. Ithad popular bearings, 


when this is taken away, or, which is precisely | which it suited not the pleasure of the majority to 
the same thing so far as it respects the principle | have investigated. They pressed the minority to 
of civil liberty, when it is in the power of one or | instant decision, by refusing adjuurnment And 
many, at its sovereign will and pleasure, to take | as it happens in all such cases, re-action is equal 
it away, there is no longer any right. We have | to action. The minority were put upon their 
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mettle, and they put to h. In this there was both 
majority. ! diseretion and patriotism. 

It is undoubtedly true, that this power may be } 
sometimes convenient. And this is the whole | The great apology for this assumption of power, 
strength of the argument of those who oppose this ' 
proposition. The weak and aged members of the | Now, the length of debate must, ina great degrec, 
majority have been keptall night from their slum- | depend upon the character of our Speaker. His 
bers, by a hale and sturdy minority ; which slum- , power is, in truth, the power of the House. Itis 
bers they might, by the way, at any moment, Í his province to limit debate, where it grows de- 
have enjoyed, if that very majority had yielded | vious and irrelevant. Although this unlimited 
the point of adjournment. And is this reason of | power of the previous question might be neces- 
eonvenience sufficient, in the estimation of this | sary, in times when the Chair was not filled by 
House, to justify it. in depriving this people, in | 
the person of their Representatives, of the essen- | are under the superintendence of a mind discrim- 
tial right of speaking upon this floor? Is this a | inating and impartial, there seems to be as litte 
justification for such an atrocious and exorbitant | apology as there is necessity for a resort to this 
grasp at power? Our patriotism, nowadays, can i power. 
submit to no sacrifices. We are not content with | Mr. Bricaam said, that although he was for- 
sleeping, if we please, every day in our seats, un- | ward in life, he was but of yesterday of this 
less we can sleep also every night of the session House, and that the rules and orders were not 
in our feather beds. And these feather-bed patri- | familiar with him. But he exceedingly regretted 
ots, as I understand, are all agog for a march into | that this House, ia their wisdom. ever found it 
Canada; and, if we believe them, are desirous of ; expedient or proper to adopt a rule to deprive a 
nothing so much as showing how those can meet ! minority, or an individual member of tiris House, 
privation aud watchfulness in the field, who think | of the freedom of debate, the freedom of speech, 
of nothing but comfort and sleep upon this floor. la privilege so much boasted of in this land of lib- 

I know there is another argument urged inj erty. He observed that he had his rights in com- 
favor of the assumption of this power by the ma- | mon with the other members of the House, and 
jority, and that is, the haste and clatter which | that he had his duties to perform. He was not 
always attend the end of a session. Let our ses- jambitious to become a public speaker, nor would 
sion be Jong or short, the event is, in this respect, | he say that he supposed he could speak to the edi- 
always nearly the same, What with speeches ; fication or satisfaction of the House. But should 
and postponements, and laying down one piece of ! he, on great questions, be denied the privilege of 
business half finished, and taking up another, the | speaking ? Suppose the question of peace or war 
li 


latter end of a session is a political chaos. ‘The !should assume the aspect of solemnity, and it 
work of this and the other House, and that of the ! should become necessary and important that this 
Palace into the bargain, is in fact sometimes to į House be made acquainted with the circumstances 
be washed up, in a night—and the members of i and disposition of the citizens of the several sec- 
all branches are knee-deep and shoulder-deep in | tions of the country—and suppose a member who 
the suds. Now, this shows the necessity, uot of | is not much accustomed to speaking, silently sits 
this unlimited power of the previous question, but | until those gentlemen who are in the habit, and 
of conducting:public business with more prospec- | are fond of speaking, shall lave exhausted them- 
tive intelligence. The House is just like all other | selves in debate—shall he, in that case, be denied 
spendthrifis. It first wastes what is its ows, and | the right of speaking—shall he be deprived of his 
then seeks how it may make up its deficiency out | Constitutional privileges and his constituents of 
of the property of other people. We pillage the | their right of representation on the floor of this 
publie liberty, in order to compensate for legisla- | House ? 
tive negligence, He said, that he was bound by the oath of God 
T have often been puzzled to imagine a neces- | to support the Constitution, and to promote the 
sity, which could even apologize for such an as- | welfare of his country; but, if his mouth is stop- 
sumption of power as the majority, by this uew | ped, how can he execute his trust or perform his 
construction of the previous question, are attempt- | vows? For this House, by a rule, to interdict the 
ing; and, until lately, I did not believe that it | freedom of speech, is an assumption of power, and 
could possibly exist. The only case,in which | a violation of right. He hoped, that the rule un- 
there seemed to me to be an apology for resorting | der consideration would be modified, and that the 
to it, was, the other day, when the gentleman proposed amendment would be adopted. He 
from Georgia (Mr. Troup) threatened to call the | wished that each individual member might be 
previous question upon the majority themselves. ! permitted to exercise his right of speaking to any 
I admired both his manner and the occasion on | question before the House, at least once, if he 
which he introduced that idea. And really there | ehuoses. 
was something like a necessity. If I understood; Mr. Netsow spoke in favor of the amendment. 
the view of that honorable gentleman, it was,! He said he had no hesitation in declaring, that 
that he thought there was not fighting matter to! whenever right and expediency shall come in 
spare in the stomachs of the majority; and he! competition, that he shonld preter right. He re- 
threatened them with the previous question, lest, | marked, that the Constitution secured the freedom 
peradventure, the whole war spirit should ooze | of speech to the citizen. And are we, he asked. 
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to be deprived of it when we come to this House— 
when we enter this temple of liberty? Theat- 
tempt is not to suspend merely, but to destroy this 
right, and because we have experienced some in- 
convenience from this exercise, He agreed with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Quin- 
cy,) that if the House would do their duty, 


and get the business along in the early part of 


the session, we should never be in the dilemma 
the House were in, the last session of Congress ; 
and that an inconvenience was a very poor reason 
for destroying this right of offering our sentiments. 
Te would rather recommend the turning out of 
doors a member who should become troublesome 
in speaking too long, than to suffer him to stay in 
the House and prevent his uttering his sentiments. 
Even expulsion would not be a greater infringe- 
ment of his right. The right of the people is the 
right of their Representatives to speak, deliberate, 
and decide. As to the plea of necessity, he pro- 
tested against it as the plea of tyrants. 

Mr. Auston, of North Carolina, expressed his 
astonishment, that the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Neuson,) had assumed the ground he had. 
He said, there were two parties in this House 
and asked, is it ever known how a question will 
be decided, until it is taken ? 

Mr. Basserr said, if astranger was present, and 
should hear this debate. he would suppose that 
the question was now for the first time brought 


forward for the establishment of the rule, against | 


which so much had been said, when it is well 
known that it has always been the practice. 

Mr. Pergin said, the amendment now under 
consideration was proposed in consequence of a 
decision of the House, at the close of the last ses- 
sion, that when the previous question was decided 
in the affirmative, there could be no debate on the 
main question; the amendment. if adopted, allows 
a member, who has not previously spoken, to 
speak at least once on the main question, before 
he is called upon to give his vote upon it. 

The principle adopted by the majority, during 
the last days of the last session, and now supported 
in the House, is this, that a Majority, who may 
happen to be present, at any time, bave it iu their 
power, by means of a previous question, as it is 
called, to prevent all debate on every question be- 
fore the House, however important it may be ; to 
seal up the lips of every member, and compel him 
to vote upon the question without an opportunity 
of expressing his sentiments upon it, or explaining 
the reasons of-his vote. This, Mr. Speaker, is a 
Principle to which I never have, and to which I 
vever will give my assent. What, sir, let me ask, 
and where is the rule, under which the majority 
claim to exercise this enormous power—the power 
of imposing silence upon any member, on this 
floor ? 

_ The rule, under which this power is claimed, 
is in the following words: “ The previous ques- 
tion shall be in this form: Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put? It shall only be admitted 
when demanded by five members ; and, until it is 
decided, shall preclude all amendment and further 
debate of the main question, and that “on a pre- 
12th Con. Ist Szss.—19 


a eraa e. 


vious question there shall be no debate.” By a 
new construction, which’a majority of the House 
thought proper to give to this rule, at the close of 
the last session, all debate may be prohibited on 
any question ; for five members alone can demand 
the previous question, and then, of course, all de-. 
bate must cease, until a decision be had on that 
question, and if the previous question be decided 
in the affirmative, by this new construction of the 
tule, there can be no debate or amendment of the 
main question. ‘Thus, sir, unless the amendment 
now proposed be adopted. if a proposition for a de- 
claration of war against Great Britain, orany other 
‘nation, should be laid upon your table to-mor-’ 
row, it will be in the power of a majority of the 
House, and that majority may consist of less than 
forty members, to impose silence upon every mem- 
ber of this House; and we must be compelled to 
vote on a proposition so interesting to the prosperi- 
ty, happiness, and perhaps the final destiny of this 
country, without the poor privilege (if we might 
choose so to do) of raising our voices against it, 
| But, sir, the opponents of the amendment say, that 
j the construction given to the rule the last session, 
| was in conformity with the universal practice of 
| the House, from the establishment of the'Govern- 
| ment, except in two or three instances, 
| I deny, sir, that this bas been the practice, and 
I believe I may venture to assert, without fear of 
contradiction, that no such power has ever been: 
exercised over the members of this House, since 
i its organization, until the last session. I have, 
l sir, examined the journals, with some attention, 
| and have not been able to find a solitary instance 
i of the kind. On the contrary, many cases are to 
| 
I 
I 


be found when the previous question has been de- 
cided in the affirmative, and that, immediately 
after the main question has uot only been amend- 
ed but has been} debated. And here, sir, per- 
mit me to observe, that the rule itself, with re- 
spect to the previous question, was adopted the 
first session of the First Congress, and has ever 
since remained precisely in the same form; and 
uy construction was ever given to it, so as to pre- 
vent debate on the main question, until the last 
session. ; a 

Permit me to refer the House to the Journal of 
the first session of the Third Congress, for the 
proof of what I havestated. During this session, 
the difficulties then subsisting between this coun- 
try and Great Britain, became the subject of dis- 
cussion, and a proposition for prohibiting all in- 
tercourse with Great Britain, in case justice was 
not done us, was then submitted to the House, 
and the previous question was called upon it, and 
decided tn the affirmative, after which the subject 
was not only postponed. but, as appears by the 
Journal, was both amended and debated. Tt ap- 
pears also, from the Journal, in 1795, that a pro- 
position was amended after an affirmative deci- 
sion of the previous question. In the year 1798, 
when a resolution was before the House for pub- 
lishing the instructions to, and the despatches 
from our Ministers to the French Republic, the 
previous question was moved and determined in 
the affirmative; and it appears by the Journal that 
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true construction which could be given to it. The| tioned in any other place.” Will then the ma- 
wordsare, and until it (viz: the previous question) | jority claim the right of depriving a member of 
is decided, “shall preclude all amendment and | this privilege of speech, a privilege not only thus 
further debate of the main question.” By which | secured to him by the Constitution itself, tut for 
it is evident, that amendment and debate of the| the due exercise of which he is Dot to be ques- 
main question is only precluded, uutil the previ-| tioned elsewhere? But, sir, those who oppose 
ous question is decided, but that after such deci-| the amendment say that the construction is found- 
sion, it was not precluded. ed in necessity; that individual members have 
The gentleman from New York, (Mr. Goup,)| abused the privilege of speech; that they have 
and the gentleman froin Virginia, (Mr. Nexson,) | heretofore, and probably will again, make long 
bave truly stated that the previous question was | speeches merely for the purpose of delay, and of 
taken from the rules of the British Parliament, | embarrassing the proceedings of the House ; and 
and they have likewise stated the reason of its in- | that therefore the majority must have it in their 
troduction iato that body. It was, sir, to prevent | power to stop debate, whenever they think proper, 
debate iu the House of Commons upon questions | and that this power will always be exercised with 
of a delicate nulure with respect to high person-/ a sound discretion. g 
ages, &c. Yes, sir, it was introduced there to| I deny, sir, that any such necessity exists; it is 
enable the Ministry to prevent the Commons from | à plea easily made, but generally difficult and in 
opening their lips on subjects relating to the Roy-| this ease impossible to be supported. Why bas 
al Family and the great men of the realm. Bot, i itso happened that this necessity has never existed 
sir, we have gone further than the Ministry and | until the last session of Congress? Was il then 
1 


their majorities, despotic and tyrannical as they | for the first time, that a division of sentiment ap- 
have been, have ever dared to goin Parliament, : peared on this floor? were parties never before 
For even there members are now, and always have | heard of in this country? Were not parties ar- 
been, permitted to debate on the previous ques- | rayed against each other in 1796 on the subject 
tion; but which members on this floor are not now | of the British Treaty, and in 1798-9, on the ques- 
permitted todo. Mr. Speaker, the nature of our tion of a war with France? Were not the dis- 
Government forbids that the majority should have; putes in this House, in those times, as long and 
the ‘power to prohibit all debate on questions | as bitter, as they have ever been since? Those 
which may come before this House. We have| were times, which have been so often quoted in 
not, as yet, I trust, any high personages in this| this House as hard, and unconstitutional ; times 
country about whom it would be indelicate or| when the reign of terror prevailed, when corrupt 
improper for the members on this floor to speak ;! majorities, as has been often said on this floor, 
and let me ask what subject of national import- | passed alien and sedition laws. And, yet, sir, 
ance can be proposed for adoption, on which aj with all the political sins which have been heaped 
member should be deprived of the privilege of! upon those majorities, the sin of having taken 
speaking at least once before he gives his vote?! away the privilege of speech on this floor never 
Nay, sir, let me ask gentlernen whether this House Í has been, and as I have proved from the journals, 
has a right to compel me, or any other member, to; never can be laid to their charge. This House, 
vote on any question, without giving me an op-| by the Constitution, has the power to “ determine 
portunity of explaining my reason for that vote, Ij the rules of its proceedings ;” and in making 
deny, sir, that they have this right; asa member | those rules, it has the right of regulating, but not 
“of this body, I claim the privilege of delivering | of entirely preventing debate. 
my sentiments, or what I may consider the sen-| It would indeed be a strange anomaly in poli- 
timents of my constituents, on any subject, before | tics, as well as in law, that under a general power 
I give my vole upon it. I claim it not, sir, for/ of making rules of proceeding, we should make a 


_have spoken much longer than was necessary, 
merely for the purposes of delay. But, sir, will 
_all, because he is unable to convey his ideas in 


-spoken merely to delay the proceedings of the 


‘that very Constitution which we have sworn to 


‘nal motion ;” which was also determined in the 


“were amended by striking out the word “ five,” in 


the previous question shall be taken, and insert- 
“ing the words “one-fifth of the.” 
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tiation is nów pending between the United States and 
Spain, or any other foreign Power; respecting the claim 
of the United States to that tract of country of which 
possession was taken by virtue of the President’s pròc- 
lamation, bearing date the twenty-seventh day of Oc- 
tober, 1810; and, also, whether he is possessed of any 
information, which, in his opinion, requites that the 
Legislative authority of Congress over said. country 
should be suspended, with a view to future negotia- 
tion on that subject. i 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. : 

Mr. Jenninas moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House any 
additional information, verbal or otherwise, which he 
may have received, relative and important to the pub- 
lic situation of the Indiana Territory, which may not 
be improper to be communicated. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Stow moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, should a war ensue between the 
United States and Great Britain, it would be expedi- 
ent to provide, by law, a bounty to impressed Ameri- 
can seamen, and their associates, for each British ship 
of war they may capture and bring into en American 
port. 

The resolution was read, and referred to a 
Committee of the Whole on the first Monday in 
February next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the report of the Committee on 
the Public Lands, made the fifth instant, on the 
petition of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of 
New Orleans; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose, and reported their disagree- 
ment to the resolution therein contained. 

The resolution was then read, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made for se- 
curing to the corporation of the city of New Orleans, 
the occupancy and use of a picco of ground on which 
it is contemplated to erect steam engines for conveying 
water into the said city : Provided, That if the ground 
shall not be so occupied, or shall hereafter cease to be 
so occupied, the claim of the United States thereto 
shall remain unimpaired. 

On motion of Mr. Bras, the further considera- 
tion of the resolution was postponed until the 
first Monday iu February next, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ authorizing 
the President of the United States to raise cer- 
tain companies of rangers for the protection of 
the frontier of the United States ;” to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to continue in force, for a 
further time, the first section of an act, entitled 
& An act further to protect the commerce and 
seamen of the United States against the Bar- 
bary Powers.” The bill was reported without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed and 
read the third time on Friday next. 

Mr. PornpsxTeR moved the following resolu- 
tion: 


rule to prevent all proceedings whatever. Gen- 
tlemen may as well assume the power of prevent- 
ing a member from voting, as they now do that 
of preventing him from speaking. 1 am willing 
to agree, sir, that the privilege of debate, on this 
floor, may have been and will again be abused ; 
that on particular subjects individual members 


and [ may add, also, with much less sense than a 
majority might have wished; and in some in- 
stances they may have prolonged their speeches, 


you deprive a member of the right of speaking at 


few words, or because he may have very few or 
no ideas toconvey ? Or because some may have 


House, will you make a general rule, by which 
a member may be wholly deprived of the right 
of speaking? ‘If indeed, sir, evils do arise in con- 
sequence of the liberty of speech in this House, if 
‘the business of the nation does not progress with 
as much rapidity as in countries under the con- 
trol of an individual; they are evils which flow 
from the very nature of our Government, from 
that freedom which we so highly prize, and from 


support. So long as we are men we shall be 
imperfect, we shall bring with us on this floor 
different views, different ideas on political as well 
as on other subjects; and it wouid be strange in- 
deed if, on the various topics of national import- 
ance brought before us for discussion, we should 
nol at times come into strong collision with each 
other. 

The question on the amendment was deter- 
mined in the negative—yeas 36, nays 76. 

Mr. Stanrorp moved to amend the rules by 
adding to the end of the paragraph relating to 

riority of business, the words “ but no question 
‘of consideration shall be required upon an origi- 


negative—yeas 30, nays 68. 
» On motion of Mr. Wiittams the said rules 


the paragraph prescribing the manner in which 
. The question was then taken to concur in the 


said rules as amended, and determined in the af- 
firmative. 


Torspsx, December 24. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, the petitions of the 
President and Directors of the Chesapeake and 
‘Delaware Canal Company, presented the twenty- 
eighth of January, 1806, and the thirteenth’ of 
February, 1807, were severally referred to the com- 
mittee appointed, on the sixth instant, on the me- 
morial of the Union Canal Company, in the 
‘State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Pornpexter moved the following resolu- 
tion: f 

Resolved. That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House whether any nego- 
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. Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means | statement of the vessels belonging to the United 
Be instructed to inquire into the expediency of prohib-| States, which have been repaired since the year 
iting, by law, the corporation of the city of New Or- | 1801, specifying the time when such repairs were 
Jeans from exacting any tax, or duty, on vessels, boats, | made, and the cost. 

‘or other craft, descending the river Mississippi, having | The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
on board articles the growth or manufacture of the; the Whole on the hill directing the terms on 
United States, or such articles of foreign growth or i which lands sold at public sale, and that revert 
manufacture as have been regularly imported into the | for failure in payment, shall again be sold ; and, 


ea ton si teid avd Sta: furihee com after some time spent therein, the bill was re- 
oe : yet ik aes ported without amendment, and ordered to be 


1 

a postponed until the first Monday in | engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 
The Bearer presented a petition of the Legis- | The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
Jature of the Indiana Territory, prayi a ari j the Whole on the report of the Committee ön 
atur f land á y; praying thata ihe Public Lands. made the fifth instant, on the 
gmat £ ia ae! be mate ia every o and | memorial of the Legislative Council and House 
vet Ien W orris ee a bee IET, arial of Representatives of the Indiana Territory ; 
et hata Sp ees a a stati tap ake | and, after some time spent thercin, the Commit- 
> | tee rose, and reported their agreement to the res- 


irs those ki i acti . h ` ? 
heirs of those who were killed in the action of | olutionscontained therein; which were concurred 
the seventh ultimo. : 


The Speaker also presented a petition of “a | in by thie House, as Tollows CA? 
committee appointed at a meeting of the officers | 1, Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal such 
and privates of the several militia corps of Knox clauses of the Jaws for the sale of the public lands, as 
county, in the Indiana Territory, who served in 
the late carapaign under Governor Harrison,” 
praying that grants of land may be made to the! pave accrued on any such instalment. 
heirs of such officers and soldiers as fellin the: 2, Resolved, That it is inexpedient to allow a fur- 


| impose interest from date of the purchase on such in- 
action of the seventh ultimo; and that compen- | ther time of two years, from the time the last instal- 
i 
H 
1 
| 
i 
| 


stalments of the purchase-money as are not paid when 
they become due, or to remit back interest which may 


sation may be made for horses and other property ; ment shall become due, before a forfeiture can take 
unavoidably lost or destroyed in said action. place for failure in payment on any future sales. 

The petitions were referred to the committee 3. Resolerd, That the further time of one year, for 
appointed, on the nineteenth instant; on the Mes- | completing the payments, ought to be allowed, respect- 
sage from the President of the United States. j ively, to all purchasers of public lands, Northwest of 
transmitting letters from Governor Harrison, rel- į the river Ohio, whose time for completing the payment 
ative to the action aforesaid. of the purchase-money may, or shall have expired on 

The bill from the Senate, “authorizing the į oF before the twenty-second day of December, 1812, 
President of the United States to raise certain i and whose land has not been actually sold, or forfeited 
companies of rangers for the protection of the for failure in payment, on condition that all arrears of 
frontier of the United States,” was read twice. | interest shall be paid to entitle any purchaser to the 
and referred to the Committee appointed on that benefit of this provision. 

„part of the President’s Message which relates to į The Committee on Public Lands were directed 
filling the ranks and prolonging the enlistments | to prepare and report a bill, pursuant to the third 
of the regular troops, and toan auxiliary military resolution. 

force. : The House resolved itself into a Committee of 

The third reading of the bill from the Senate. : the Whole on the report of the Committee of 
t for the relief of Thomas O'Bannon,” was called | Claims, made the twenty-seventh ultimo, on the 
for; when, on motion of Mr. BLACKLEOGE. it l petition of Rees Nanna and others, to which 
was recommitted to the Committee on the Pub- | Committee of the Whole was also committed 
lic Lands. Adjourned to Thursday. l the report of the Committee of Claims, of the 

l t | twenty-first a on the ae of repeal- 
x ing or suspending the statutes of limitation ; and 
THURSDAY, December 26. . after soe time spent therein, the Committee 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- | rose, and had leave to sit again. 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill relating tof} Mr. Gnotson moved the following resolution: 
marriage licenses, in Washington county, m the | Resolved, That the Committee of Claims he in- 


District of Columbia, and directing the applica- $ structed to inquire into the merits of all claims that 


tion of the fees paid for them 3, which was read may be referred to them, which originated during the 
twice and committed toa Committee of the Whole | Revolutionary war, notwithstanding such claims may 
on Monday next. į be barred by the statutes of limitation; and to report 
Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign | their opinion thercon to the House. 
Relations, presented a bill authorizing the Presi-| The resolution was read; when the House 
dent of the United States to accept and organize | adiourned. 
certain volunteer military corps; which was read | ? 
twice and committed to a Committee of the | 
Whole on Monday next. 
On motion of Mr. Biss, the Secretary of the 
Navy was directed to lay before this House a 


Fripay, December 27. 


Mr. Nersox presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of the Territory of Louisiana, praying 
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that the second. grade of Territorial government 
may be extended to the inhabitants of said Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. Netson also presented a certified copy of 
a presentment by the grand jury of the District 


of St. Charles, in said Territory, representing 


that the second grade of Territorial government ! 


ought to be extended to that Territory; that the 
judges of the general court ought to reside in the 
Territory; and that further and equitable provis- 
ions ought to be made in favor of rejected Jand 
claims.— Referred. 

Mr. Newson also presented a petition of mem- 
bers of several Christian denominations, residing 
in the Western parts of the United States, pray- 
ing that mails may not be carried, and post offices 
may not be opened, on Sundays.—Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented a petition of sun- 
dry inhabitants of the Mississippi Territory, 
praying that the said Territory may be admitted 
‘into the Union asa State.—Referred. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill further to 
amend the charter of the city of Washington; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Wittiams, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the Presidents Message which 
relates to filling the ranks and prolonging the en- 
listments of the regular troops, and to an auxil- 
iary force, to whom was referred the bill from 
the Senate “authorizing the President of the 
United States td raise certain companies of ran- 
gers for the protection of the frontier of the Uni- 
ted States,” reported the same without amend- 
ment and the bill was committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the bill from the 
Senate, “to raise an additional military force,” re- 
ported thesame, with an amendment; which was 
read, and, together with the bill, committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The Sreaxer laid before the House a report 
of the Postmaster General on the petitions of the 
Synod of Pittsburg, and of sundry members of 
several Christian denominations, in the Western 
parts of the United States, relative to the con- 
veyance of mails on Sundays; which was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

An engrossed bill to continue in force, for a 
further time, the first section of the act, entitled 
“An act further to protect the commerce and sea- 
men of the United States against the Barbary 
Powers,” was read the third time, and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Guotson on the twenty-sixth 
instant; and the said resolution being again read, 
was committed to the Commitice of the Whole 


on the report of the Committee of Claims on the j 


petition of Rees Nanna and others. 
An engrossed bill directing the terms on which 
lands sold at private sale, and that revert for fail- 


| ure in payment, shall again be sdld, was read 
| the third time, and passed. 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
j the Whole on the bill for the revision of former 
confirmations, and for confirming certain claims 
to land in the District of Kaskaskia. The bill 
; Was reported without amendment, and ordered to 
! be engrossed, and read the third time. 
| The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
‘the Whole on the bill for the more convenient 
| taking of affidavits and bail, in civil causes depend- 
{ing in the Courts of the United States, and the 
amendment reported by the select committee, on 
the second instant. The Committee rose and re- 
ported the bill, with the amendment; which was 
leonguered in by the House, and ordered to be 
‘ engrossed, and read the third time. 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
| the Whole on the bill to continue in force, for a 
| limited time, the salaries of the officers of Gov- 
| ernment therein mentioned;” and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and had 
leave to sit again. 


PENNSYLVANIA RESOLUTIONS. 


| The following Message was received from the 

| Presipeny or THE Unirep STATES: 

j To the Senate and House of 

| Representatives of the United States : 

! Ilay before Congress copies of resolutions entered 

l into by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, which have 

| been transmitted to me with that view by the Governor 
of that State, in pursuance of one of the said resolutions. 

JAMES MADISON. 
Wasatneron, December 27, 1811. 


' . 

| The present is a period replete with national occur- 
rences as momentous as ever marked the annals of 

E world. That collision of kingdoms and empires 
which has deluged Europe with blood, borne down 

| the practice, and nearly extinguished the principles of 
justice and humanity, is not, in its effects, confined to 
that unhappy quarter of the globe. The unparalleled 
prosperity, the enterprising spirit, and the expanding 
commerce of the United States of America, have ren- 
dered them, to the two mighty belligerents, an object 
of envy and a medium of retaliation, pretended as to 

| one, and iniquitous in both. 

The Emperor of the French has yet much to do be- 
fore tho just claims of our country can be satisfied. 
But he has annulled those decrees which were the 
only legal obstruction to a. friendly and commercial 
intercourse with his dominions. . He has annulled 
those very decrees on which the British Government 
solemnly declared its Orders in Council to be suspended. 
‘Yo the British Government and to the world he has 
evinced the extinguishment of those decrees by the 
united evidence of solemn profession and uniform 
practice. But have the Orders in Council expired with 
the French decrees? No. Compared with their prior, 
their subsequent operation has been as life from the 
dead. They have been executed with redoubled rigor. 
Our seamen are impressed, our citizens robbed, our 
flag prostrated, our own waters infested, our coasting 
trade annoyed, our harbors blockaded 

While maritime oppression has thus risen to its 
summit, an Envoy Extraordinary is sent to our Gov- 
ernment, not (as might have been reasonably expected) 
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to soften our irritated country by conciliatory language; ! can citizen, to seize a subject of His Britannic Majesty, 
not to offer atonement for offences, and indemnifica- ; wherever such subject can be found, and to subject 
tions for wrongs that are past: these, with a single! him to imprisonment and labor, corresponding to the 
exception, he passes over as things beneath the notice | condition of the impressed American ou board of a 


of the British Government or its Envoy, or as injuries 
to which the inexhaustible forbearance, the presumed 
timidity, or the abject debasement of the American : 
Government would insure her silent submission. He | 
commences a new species and system of insult. He! 
prescribes to the President what he shall recommend, : 
and what the National Legislature shall enact. He 
demands a law which shall admit the products and man- 
ufactures of Great Britain into the ports of the United 
States, although American manufactures are, even in , 
time of peace, excluded from the British dominions. ; 
He commands the American Government to procure | 
of Napoleon an abandonment of his continental sys- | 
tem, and the admission of British products and manu- 
factures into his own and the ports of his allies. A 
compliance with the first of these demands is a relin- 
quishment of sovereignty ; to fulfil the latter, the Uni- | 
ted States have neither right, nor power, nor the folly 
to attempt. The first is degrading, the second impos- 
sible. And yct a submission to these royal mandates 
is menacingly declared to be the only condition on 
which the Orders in Council shall be repealed, and 
the violation of our neutral rights discontinued. 
Solemnly impressed with these considerations, and 
contemplating demands so unjust, so unreasonable, so 
disrespectful to the intelligence, and so insulting to 
the sovereignty of an enlightened, free, and independ- ! 
ent people, therefore, : 
1. Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in $ 
General Assembly met, That the policy of the British i 
Government, as exhibited by her naval power on the | 
high seas, and expressed by her Envoy near the United | 
States, merits the reprobation, and cannot but arouse ! 


the virtuous indignation of every friend of this country i 


British ship of war. 

6. Resolved, That the wisdom, patriotism, and firm- 
ness of the Executive and Councils of the General 
Government entitle them to our perfect confidence, 
and thcir measures to our prompt and zealous co- 
operation; and, in case an appcal to arms should be 
deemed necessary, we will support them at the risk of 
our lives and fortunes. 

7. Resolved, ‘That the Governor of this Common- 
wealth be instructed to transmit an authenticated 
copy of these resolutions to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, with a request that he communicate them 
to Congress. 

JOHN TODD, Speaker of the House. 
P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate. 


Monpay December 30. 


Soon after the Journal was read, 

Mr. Dawson rose and addressed the Chair. 
The lowness of his voice, owing to recent indis- 
position prevented his being heard distinetly ; 
but his observations were nearly as follows: 

Mr. Speaker— Virginia, my parent State, has 
long to mourn the loss of some of her most valu- 
able sons and estimable daughters, who on the 
night of the 26th of the present month, met their 
untimely end.* 

Among those who perished io the flames, in 
the metropolis of that State, on that sad night, 
were the Chief Magistrate of the State, anda 
geullemant well known to many of us, and who, 
[or years, held an honorable station in this House. 
Some of the most valuable and prominent char- 


and its Government. | acters in their professions, and others who prom- 
2. Resolved, That, when submission or resistance į ised ere long to be ornaments to their country. 
to the unjust demands of a tyrant is the alternative, ; With these, sir, was the rising offspringt of one 
the latter only can be. chosen by the freemen of | of cur present most valuable members, and many 
America. ` | other amiable and virtuous women who adorned 
3. Resolved, That, though we would rejoice in that | and improved society. 
adoption and practice of justice which would secure to: These, sir, with many others, have fallen vic- 
Great Britain and to the world our friendship and | tims to that unrelenting element, notwithstand- 
friendly intercourse, we will, in order to repel aggres-; ing the bold and generous efforts which were 
sion and obtain reparation, vigorously exert all the! made to save them. 


powers which we possess to accelerate the accomplish-' heir ashes are now mingled with the dust 
bat | 


ment of such military preparations as the wisdom of: and their spirits have ascended to Heaven. 
our National Legislature may require. i 


AES : ! [tis to us a great national calamity. 
4. Resolved, ‘That it is our duty as legislators to em- | 


A : 5 gis! ! I well know, that on such occasions grief, al- 

ploy a suitable portion of the finances of this Common- | : z 
wealth in promoting the growth and prosperity, and j 
in securing the permanence of our infant manufac- | 
tures: that, as individuals of the community, we will, : 
as much as possible, abstain from wearing anything in | 
our apparel that is not the product of these manufac- i 
tures, and that we will recommend the same patriotic ! 
practice to our constituents. | 
5. Resolved, 'That the question merits serious con- į 
sideration, whether, in order to suppress the system of : 


f though keen, is unavailing—that the decrees of 


fate are irrevocable and ought to be submitted to 
with humility. In order, however, to testify the 
respect and sorrow which this nation feels for 


| the deceased, and to prove that we sympathize 


with the afflicted, without further comment on 
this painful subject, 1 beg leave to offer the fol- 


: lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the members of this House will wear 


plunder and impressment on the high seas, it would : crape on the left arm for one month, in testimony of 
or would not be a just, humane, and efficient retalia- ' the respect and sorrow which they feel for these un- 
tion to lay hold on property of the British Govern- fortunate persons who perished in the fire in the city 
ment or of its subjects, whenever such property can | ———— 
be found to an amount sufficient to indemnify the ; 

1 

i 


* At the burning of the Theatre at Richmond. 
plundered American; and for every impressed Aimcri- 


T Mr. Venable. Mr. M. Clay’s daughter. 
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of Richmond, in Virginia, on the night of the 26th of | of William Lyman, 


the present month. 
This resolution was unanimously adopted. 


Mr. POINDEXTER presented to the House a reso- 
lution of the Legislative Council and House of 
Representatives of the Mississippi Territory, ap- 
probatory of the conduet of the Executive in the 
late negotiations with the British Government, 
and expressive of their determination to support 
such measures as the General Government may 
adopt for the maintenance of the rights, the com- 
merce, and the honor, of the United States; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, presented a bill to ascertain and es- 
tablish the Western boundary of the tract re- 
served for satisfying the military bounties allowed 
to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on 
continental establishment; which was read and 
committed toa Committee of the Whole on Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. Wiuuiams, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- 
lates to filling the ranks and prolonging the en- 
listments of the regular troops, aud to an auxiliary 
force, reported (in part) a bill supplementary to 
“An act more effectually to provide for the na- 
tional defence, by establishing a uniform militia 
throughout the United States;” and to “An act 
making provision for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia of the United States ;” 
which was read twice and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. > 

Mr. Water moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring 
in a bill for the protection, recovery, and indemnifica- 
tion of Amcrican seamen. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill authorizing the President 
of the United States to accept aud organize cer- 
tain volunteer military corps; and, after some 
. time spent therein, the Committee rose and had 

` Téave to sit again. 

_ The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill from the Senate, “To 
raise an additional military force,” and on the 
amendment reported thereto by the Committee 
on Foreign Relations; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Committee rose and had leave to sit 
again. 

. REMISSION OF DUTIES. 


Mr. Newrron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures. made a report on the 
petition of Ezekiel Hubbell, referred the eighth 
ultimo; which was read; when, Mr. Newron 
presented a bill to empower the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to decide ou the case of the ship Eliza 
Ann, belonging to Ezekiel Hubbell; which was 
read, and, together with the report, committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on Friday next. 

- The report is as follows: 

That the petitioner, on the 17th of January, 1809, 

at London, in the Kingdom of Great Britain, purchased 


the Consul of the United States, 
the ship Eliza Ann, of New York, he acting:as the 
agent of the owners, Joshua Jones and Edward R. 
Jones, of New York, trading under the firm of Joshua 
Jones and Son; and that the said ship was transferred 
to the petitioner, by the said William Lyman, accord- 
ing to the form prescribed by law. That, after the pur- 
chase of the said ship, she sailed from London to Cadiz, 
in Spain; took in there a cargo, principally belonging 
j to the petitioner, and proceeded to New York, at which 
place she arrived on or about the 7th of June, 1809; 
the petitioner being at that time absent in Europe, and 
for some months after the arrival of the ship in the 
United States; in consequence of which, a register, in 


the name of the owner or petitioner, could not be ob- 
tained, and the ship and cargo were subjected to the 
payment of foreign duties. 

It is also stated that a register for the said ship, ac- 

cording to law, has been obtained. 

The object of the petitioner is to obtain a remission of 
: so much of the duties as are above those paid by ves- 
| sels of the United States. 

This case, while the said ship was without a regis- 
| ter, came within the jurisdiction of the Treasury De- 
partment, and a remission of the foreign duties might 
have been procured, had an application been made to 
| that Department during the continuance of the disa- 
{ bility incurred by the owner’s not taking out a register 
‘Within three days after the arrival of the said ship in 

the port of New York. x 
» Anew certificate of registry being obtained previous 
i to the application of the owner to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for a remission of the forcign dutics, put it 
j out of the power of the latter to do so, as the remission, 
is incidental only to the Secretrary’s removing a dis- 
ability. 

The committee, on mature consideration, are of opin- 
ion that cases like the present ought to be decided 
without delay, and that it is safer to confine them to 
the jurisdiction of the ‘Treasury Department. Being 
of this opinion, they beg leave to report a bill, author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to render the same 
decision, on this case, that he would have done had 
application been made to him previous to the removal 
of the disability by the petitioner. 


COMPENSATION OF REVENUE OFFICERS. 


i Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made a report on the several petitions of 
the Colléctors of the ports of Philadelphia, Nor- 
folk, Plymouth, in Massachusetts, and Baltimore, 
land of the Naval Officer of the port of Philadel- 
| phia, referred during the present session; which 
was read; when, Mr. Bacon, from the same com- 
| mittee, presented a bill in addition to “An act to 
| establish the compensations of the officers em- 
red in the collection of the duties on imports 
and tonnage;” which was read twice and com- 
miticd toa Committee of the Whole on Thursday 
next. The report is as follows: 

That the aforesaid officers pray that provision may 
be made, by law, fur remunerating to them the defi- 
ciencies which have happened in the amount of their 
annual compensations, for some years past; and, as 
it respects the collectors of the ports of Baltimore, and 
Norfolk, that additional compensation may be made 
them for the future. 

The committce have observed that the deficiencies 
referred to have occurred principally during the years 
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1808 and 1809, and have 
causes: 


lst. The generally depressed state of commerce, dur- 


ing those years, which so materially affected the gene- se 
ral revenue of the country, and, consequently, the | those years of but $393 52; and, so far as can be as- 


emoluments of the officers employed in its collection, certained {rom a comparative view of the official te- 
in different degrees. turns, it appears that the expenditures of that office 


2d. The payment over, by come of the present in- have, during that period, been kept within as reason- 
! able limits as circumstances would justify. 


cumbents of those particular offices, to the legal repre- jį 4 naan : y 
sentatives of their deceased predecessors, of a moicty of ! Under this viow of the several cases referred to them, 


the commissions arising from duties bonded by such | the committee recommend to the House the follow- 
predecessors, but actually received by such incumbents, | ing resolutions : 
pursuant to the 4th section of the act to establish the ist. That the prayer of the several petitions of the 
compensations for those officers, passed March 2d, 1799. į collectors of the ports of Philadelphia, Norfolk, and 
On this view of the subject, the committee would | Plymouth, (Massachusetts,) and of the naval officer of 
remark, that, so far as such diminution of compensation | the port of Philadelphia, ought not to be granted. 
has been occasioned by the first mentioned cause, it | 2d. That there be allowed to James H. McCulloch, 
must be expected by public officers, whose emoluments ! collector of the port of Baltimore, the sum of $1,500, 
depend, in a great degree, upon the actual state ofthe | as a remuneration for services in his said office, during 
general commerce of the country, that they should, in ; the years 1808, 1809, and 1810, for which his official 
some measure, share their part in the occasional varia- : emoluments were an inadequate compensation. 
tions which, at particular periods, may happen to that | The committee beg leave further to report: That, 
commerce ; and if, during some years, they are enabled ! in the course of the examinations which became ne- 
to receive an amount which is obviously something ; cessary in relation to the merits of the particular cases 
more than an average compensation for services equally ; under consideration, their attention has been drawn 
arduous, in the ordinary branches of private business, | to the practical operation of those portions of the rev- 
it ought not to be complained of, if, in other years, | enue laws which were designed to limit, within reason- 
they should receive somewhat less. Applying this | able bounds, the net annual emoluments of the officers 
principle to the case of the particular officers under | of the customs, in some of the principal ports of the 


and expenditures, that his net emoluments for that 
and the two succeeding years have amounted to but 
$1,180 57, being an average annual compensation for 


} 
i 
H 
i 
t 


consideration, the committee are convinced that, upon 
an average of three ycars, from 1808 to 1810, both in- 
clusive, those officers (with the exception of the collec- 
tor of Baltimore) have been enabled to receive an an- 
nual compensation for their services, which, in reference 
to the general rewards of skill and industry, during 
that period, ought, under all the circumstances of their 
case, to be deemed a reasonable one. The net emoi- 
uments of the collector of Philadelphia, (including the 
half commissions paid to his predecessor) during that 
period, amounting to the average sum of $2,537 12, 
annually; those of the naval officer of that port, to 
$2,625 89 ; those of the collector of Norfolk, to $921 82; 
and those of the colicctor of Plymouth, to $1,341 45, 


That, so far as the net emoluments of some of those 
officers have been affected by the second consideration 
above stated, it ought not tv form a ground for remun- 
eration by the Government, since il is a circumstance 
incident to all other officers of the same description, 
upon the commencement of their official duties, and is, 
in effect, but the advance-of a sum out of their first 
year’s emoluments, which they may calculate upon be- 
ing refunded to them, or their legal representatives, 
after the expiration of their official duties by death or 
resignation. 


Union. 


| By the third section of the act of Congress, passed 
jo the 20th day of April, 1802, it is provided “ that, 
! whenever the annual emoluments of any collector of 
j the customs, after deducting therefrom the expendi- 
i tures incident to his office, shall amount to more than 
: five thousand dollars, or those of a naval officer, after 
| a like deduction, to more than three thousand five hun- 
i dred dollars, or those of a surveyor, after a like deduc- 
: tion, to more than three thousand dollars, the surplus 
shall be accounted for, and paid by them, respectively, 
| to the Treasury of the United States.” 
| The principal items composing the aggregate of “ex- 
penditures incident to these offices,” consist of clerk 
hire, stationery, office rent, and fuel; an account of 
| which, those officers are now required by law to trans- 
mit, annually, to the Comptroller of the T'reasury, to be 
by him laid before Congress. So long as the whole 
net amount of emoluments received by them, respect- 
| ively, does not exceed the maximum which they are 
; authorized to retain for their own compensation, the 
| personal interest of the officer is undoubtedly a suffi- 
{cient check against an unreasonable application of 
i their gross emoluments for clerk hire and other oilicial 
expenses. But, whenever the net amount comes to 


That some inequalities exist in the compensations ! exceed that muximum, it is evident that the expendi- 
now allowed to the officers of the customs, is not im- | tures for those objects are liable to misapplication and 
probable, and a general review of that subject may, at | abuse. In the branch of clerk hire, particularly, the es- 
a suitable time, be proper and expedient. But it is | tablishment of an officer may be extended amongst his 
doubted whether the present unsettled state of our | friends, connexions, and dependents, to a degree lim- 
commerce and revenue will afford sufficient daia on | ited only by the amount of which the whole net emol- 
which any permanent regulations in this behalf ought ; uments of the office exceeded that to which the law 
to be founded. has limited the personal compensation of the olficer. 

The case of the collector of Baltimore is the only onc, | The committee do not pretend to aver that any in- 
amongst those referred to them, which, in the judg- {stances of such actual misapplication or abuse have 
ment of the committee, is attended with such obvious | been brought to their knowledge; but it is deemed 
circumstances of hardship, and xo striking inadequacy ; their duty to state those of which the system, under 
-of compensation, as to justify extending to him specific ; present regulations, is susceptible, From the informa- 
and temporary relief. The present collector came into į tion received from the Treasury Department, it ap- 
office near the commencement of the year 1808; and | pears that no legal or practical check against such 
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and respective compensation, of all clerks employed by | 
them; and giving to the accounting officers of the 

Treasury Department a power of revising the accounts 

of otfice expenditures, and disallowing such parts there- 

of as should appear to them unreasonable or improper. 

That all the emoluments arising from any agency em- 

ployment, or office, attached to, or dependent on, any 

principal office in the customs, should be included in 

their general annual return of emoluments and es pend- 

itures—the returns heretofore made, as it is understood, 

not being uniform in this respect, some of the ollicers 

-including those particular emoluments in their returns, 

and others omitting them. In illustration of the nature 

and extent of these emoluments, it is to be observed 

that all the collectors, in the ports where there are no 

surveyors, and the surveyors, in those ports where 

there are such officers, hold a separate commission of 

inspector of the revenue for the port, in virtue of which 

they are entitled to certain fees. One collector, in each 

State, under the act of April 6th, 1802, (for repealing i 
the internal taxes) has been authorized to prepare cer- 

tain certificates to aécompany spirits, wines, and teas, 

imported, for which they receive certain fees. Sundry 

collectors are agents for the marine hospital, and super- 

intendents of light-houses, for which they receive cer- | 
tain commissions on moneys expended by them. And j 
whether it is within the intention of tho law of the! 
30th of April, 1802, limiting the compensations of 
these officers, that such incidental emoluments should 

be included in that limitation, or not, it is equal- 

ly proper that their annual amount should be known, | 
and brought within the review and controlling powers | 
of Congress. 

Although the amount received by the custom-house 
officers, for their share of fines, penalties, and forfeit- | 
ures, does not form a part of their ordinary emolu- 
ments, so as to subject this portion of them to the lim- 
itation, yet they ought, as it is conceived, to include 
them in their returns, and for this obvious reason, viz: 
that the same causes which may have much dimin- 
ished the regular emoluments of those officers, may, 
and probably have, greatly increased the casual ones 
arising from this source. Another reason for requiring 
such returns is that of uniformity—some of the offi- 
cers now including, and others omitting them. | 

Some regulations of this sort, designed to bring the 
official expenditures of the officers of the customs more 
immediately under the review of the Legislature, and 
the reasonable control of the Treasury Department, t 
have suggested themsclves to the committee, and have 
been incorporated into the bill, which, by order of the 
House, is herewith reported. 


Conmtrre:e Room, November 19, 1811. 
Sir: The Committec of Ways ‘and Means, to whom 
has been referred the several memorials of the collce- 
tors of Norfolk, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, praying for 
extra compensation for past services, and for an increase 
of the commissions attached to their offices, for the fu- 
ture, and which are herewith enclosed, have directed 

me to request of you the following information, viz: 
Ist. A statement of the gross emoluments and offi- 


the year 1811. ; L2 

3d. A statement of the official expenditures of the 
three officers aforesaid, from the year 1807, inclusive,. 
to the present period, noting distinctly, the nature of 
those expenditures, the number of clerks employed by 
each, with their respective salaries and compensations. 

4th. Whether the oficial expenditures of the.col- 
lectors (particularly that portion of them occasioned by 
clerk hire) may not, without inconvenience, be dimin- 
ished in proportion to the corresponding diminution of 
the current official business and emoluments of the sov- 
eral officers. 

5th. Whether the necessary actual duties of said off- 
cers have not, in a good measure, diminished in a cor- 
responding proportion to the diminution of their net 
emoluments. , . 

6th. What practi¢al checks cxist against the im- 
proper expenditure of moncy for clerk hire and other 
office expenditures, and what are the general rules 
adopted by the Treasury Department in relation thereto. 

7th. Such information, tending to elucidate the sub- 


jects referred to the committee, as you may think proper 


to communicate. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,’ 
E. BACON. 
Hon. A. GALLATIN, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


‘Taxasuay DEPARTMENT, 
December 2, 1811, 


Sır: I have the honor to enclose the statements of 
emoluments and official expenditures of certain collec- 
tors, required by your letter of 19th ultimo, so far as 
the same are known at the Treasury. 

I do not know the number and salaries of clerks em- 
ployed by the collectors. No otherreturns are required 
from them by law, in that respect, than those which 
have been annually transmitted to Congress.. The 
‘Treasury has no control over, or checks against, the em- 
ployment of a superfluous number of clerks by those 
officers—the only check provided by law being the 
amount of their gross emoluments, out of which they 
must pay their clerks, office rent, fuel, stationery, &c. 
The expense of clerk hire may certainly be diminished 
when there is a great diminution of business; but this 
may decrease more suddenly than it is practicable to 
disiniss men in your employment. It is so much the 
interest of the collectors to reduce their expenses, when 
their profits are diminished, that it is probable that 
they have all done it as far as they could; but I can- 
not assert the fact of my own knowledge. I am of 
opinion that, under the restrictive laws, the personal 
and actual duties of the collectors have been increased, 
notwithstanding the diminution of business in other 
respects. That the three collectors, whose petitions 
you enclosed, have not, during the period of their servi- 
ces, received a compensation adequate to those services, 
appearsto me evident. How far justice and policy may 
require that an additional allowance shonld be made 
to them on that account, is not a question for me to 
decide. T have the honor to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Hon. E. Bacox, Chairman 

Committee of Ways and Means. 
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Tcespay, December 31. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the 
Public. Lands, presented a bill giving further 
time to the purchasers of public lands Northwest 
of the river Ohio to complete their payments; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before 
this House information whether tobacco, the 
growth of the United States, is admitted into 


Whole-on the proposed bill. The bill was gone 
through, reported without amendment, read a 
third time, and passed. 

The House then resumed the consideration, in 
Committee of the Whole, of the bill to raise an 
additional military force; when, 

Mr. Cray (the Speaker) moved to amend the 
bill by the following proviso : 

« Provided, however, That officers for eight regi- 
ments only shall be appointed, until three-fourths of 
the privates of such eight regiments shall be enlisted, 
Holland, and. if admitted, whether the adminis- when the officers for the remaining five regiments shall, 
tration, en regie, on that article, as it exists in | 2!80, be appointed.” f a 
France, extends to Holland and the Hanseatic | Mr. Cray observed that a difference of opinion 
Towns, and whether the tariff in Holland is the | had arisen yesterday, whether the additional mil- 
same as that in France. i itary force proposed to be raised ought to be fifteen 

Mr. Kenr and Mr. Ormspy were appointed a thousand, or twenty-five thousand men; not so 
committee to present the said resolution to the much, he believed, from a conviction that twenty- 
President. | five thousand men would be too many, but from 

An engrossed bill for the revision of former | 3 dislike to the appointment of officers for the 
confirmations, and for confirming certain claims whole before they would be wanted, so as to have 
to land in the District of Kaskaskia, was read the | 29 army of officers without the requisite num- 
third time, and passed. ber of men for them to command, This objec- 

. An engrossed bill providing for the more con- | tion would be obviated by the adoption of this 
venient taking of affidavits and bail ia civil causes į amendment, for the officers for eight regiments 
depending in the courts of the United States, was would not be more than would be required for 
read the third time, and passed. fifteen thousand men, had the friends of that 

A message from the Senate informed the House number. carried their point. And, as the whole 
that the Senate have passed a bill “extending the twenty-five thousand men could not be got at 
time of certain patents granted to Robert Fulton;” | 980e, the expense of the officers, whose appoint- 
as also a bill “for the establishment of a Quarter- | Ment was proposed to be deferred, would be 
master’s Department; to which they desire the į saved ; and the officers for eight regiments would 
concurrence of this House. ' be fully sufficient for the recruiting service. He 

The Sreaxer laid before the House a letter | hoped. therefore, the amendment would be adopt- 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting | © .—Agreed to. ; 
the estimates of appropriations for the year 1812; | The CHAIRMAN was about to put the question 
which were read, aud referred to the Committee | 09 the Committee’s rising, when 
of Ways and Means. i Mr. Cray (the Speaker) said. that when the 

Mr. Poinpextes ‘called for the consideration subject of this bill was before the House in the 
of the resolution which bad been Jaid upon the abstract form of a resolution, proposed by the 
table some days ago, calling upon the President | Committee of Foreign Relations, it was the plea- 
for information whether any negotiation be now | sure of the House to discuss it while he was in 
pending between the United States and Spain, ! the Chair. He did not complain of this course of 
or any other Power, respecting the claim of the | proceeding; for he did not at any time wish the 
United States to that part of the country of which House, from considerations personal to him, to de- 
possession was taken by virtue of the Presidents part from that mode of transacting the public 
proclamation of October. 1810, &c., which was } business which they thought best. He merely 


agreed to, and a committee appointed to wait up- | adverted to the circumstance, as an apology for 
on the President therewith. i the trouble he was about to give the Committee. 


r x He was at all times disposed to take his share of 
ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. responsibility, and, under this impression, he felt 


| 
i 
The House resolved itself ito a Cornmittee of | that he owed it to his constituents and to himself. 
i 
| 


a = ae! 


the Whole on the bill from the Senate to raise an | before the Committee rose, to submit to their at- 
additional military force; when, tention a few observations. 
Mr. D. R. Winans moved that the commit-! He saw, with regret, diversity of opinion among 
tee rise, and have leave to sit again, in order to | those who had the happiness generally to act to- 
- take up the bill from the Senate, authorizing the ! gether, in relation to the quantum of force pro- 
President of the United States to raise certain | posed to be raised. For his part, he thought it 
companies of rangers for the protection of the | was too great for peace; and, he feared, tou small 
frontiers of the United States; as, from informa- | for war. He had been in favor of the number 
tion received, it was probable that this force would | recommended by the Senate, and he would ask 
be immediately wanted, serious apprehensions be- : gentlemen who had preferred fifteen thousand, to 
ing entertained of renewed hostilities from the {take a candid and dispassionate review of the 
Indian tribes on our frontier. subject. It was admitted, on all hands, that it was 
The Committee rose accordingly, and the | a force to be raised for the purposes of war, and 
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fairs has shown that, when any given number of 
men is authorized to be raised, you must in count- 


ing upon the effective men which it will produce i 


deduct one-fourth or one-third for desertion, sick- 
ness, and other incidents, to which raw troops are 
peculiarly exposed. In measures relating to war. 


it is wisest, if you err at all, to err on the side of | 


the largest force, and you w 
dowa your thirty-one thousa 
than an effective force in the 
ty-one thousand. This, with the four thousand 
now in service, will amount to twenty-five t 
sand effective men. The Secretary of War has 
stated, in his report, that, for the 
manning your forts and garrisons 
twelve thousand six hundred. me 
Although the whole of that nu 
taken from the twenty-fi 
it probably will be, 

there are between seven 


us, against trusting too confidently on a caleula- 
tion, the basis of which was treason. He con- 
cluded, therefore, that a portion of the invading 
army would be distributed in the upper country, 
after its conquest, among the places susceptible of 
military strength and defence. The army, con- 
siderably reduced, sets itself down before Quebec. 
Suppose it falls?” Here again will be requisite a 
uumber of men to hold and defend it. And, if 
the war is prosecuted still farther, and the lower 
country and Halifax are assailed, he conceived it 
obvious that the whole force of twenty-five thou- 
sand men would not be too great. 

The difference between those who were for 
fifteen thousand, and those who were for twenty- 
five thousand men, appeared to him to resolve 


= F = 


itself into the question merely of a short or pro- 
tracted war, a war of vigor, or'a war of languor 
{and imbecility. 


iin the first instance, the war on the Continent 
will be speedily terminated. He was aware that 


i (25,000 men) could reduce the country, say in 
| three years,and that the whole could accomplish 


i greater hazard of the revulsion and defeat of the. 
; small force, and every other consideration, do not 
| wisdom and true economy equally decide in favor 


| do not exhibit as many signal instances of scien- 
tific acquirement in this country as are furnished 
l in the Old World; but he believed it undeniable 
i that the great mass of the people possessed more 
| intelligence than any other people on the globe. 
: Such a people, consisting of upward of seven 
i millions, affording a physical power of about a 
i million of men, capable of bearing arms, and ar- 
dently devoted to liberty, could not be subdued 
| by an army of 25.000 men. The wide extent of 
‘country over which we are spread was another 
security. In other countries, France and England 
for example, the fall of Paris or London is the fall 
of the nation. Here are no such dangerous ag- 
gtegatious of people. New York, and Philadel- 
phia, and Boston, and every city on the Atlantic, 
might be subdued by an usurper, and he would 


If a competent force be raised, | 
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have made but a small advance in the accom- | nomination, we lose annually, in revenue only, 
plishment of his purpose. He would add a still | ten millions of dollars. Gentlemen will say, re- 
more improbable supposition, that the whole} peal the law of non-importation. He contended 
country east of the Alleghany was to submit to | that, if the United Siates were capable of thar 
the ambition of some daring chief, and. he iasist- | perfidy, the revenue would not be restored to its 
ed, that the liberty of the Union would be still j former state, the Orders in Council continuing. 
unconquered. It would find successful support | Without an export trade, which those orders pre- 
from the West. We are not only in the situa-; vent, inevitable ruin would ensue, if we imported 
tion just described, but a great portion of the | as freely as we did prior to the embargo. A na- 
militia—nearly the whole, lie understood, of that | tion that carries on an import trade without an 
of Massachusetts—have arms in their hands ;{ export trade to support it, must, in the end, beas 
and be trusted in God that that great object| ceriainly bankrupt, as the individual would be, 
would be persevered in until every man in thej who incurred an annual expenditure, without an 


nation could proudly shoulder the musket which 
was to defend his country and himself. A people 
having, besides one Gencral Government, other 
local governments in full operation, capable of 
commanding and exerting great portions of the 
physical power, all of which must be prostrated 
before our Constitution is subverted, Such a peo- 
ple has nothing to fear froma petty, contemptible 
force of 25,000 regulars. 

Mr. C. proceeded more particularly to inquire 
into the object of the force. That object, he un- 
derstood, to be war, and war with Great Britain. 
It had been supposed, by some gentlemen, impro- 
per to discuss publicly so delicate a question. He 
did not feel the impropriety. It was a subject, in 
its nature, incapable of concealment. Even in 
countries where the powers of Government were 
conducted by a single ruler, it was almost impos- 
sible fur that ruler to conceal his intentions when 
he meditates war. The assembling of armies, the 
strengthening of posts, all the movements prepara- 
tory for war, and which it was impossible to dis- 
guise, unfolded the intention of the Sovereign. 
Does Russia or France intend war? the intention 
is almost invariably known before the war is com- 
menced. If Congress were to passa law, with 
closed doors, for raising an army for the purpose 


į income. 

He had no disposition tg swell, or dwell upon 
the catalogue of injuries from England. He 
could not, however, overlook the impressment of 
our seamen; an aggression upon which he never 
reflected without feelings of indignation, which 
would not allow him appropriate language to de- 
scribe its enormity. Not content with seizing 


{upon all our property, which falls within her ra- 


pacious grasp, the personal rights of our country- 
men—rights which forever ought to be sacred, are 
trampled upon and violated. The Orders in 
Council were pretended to have been reiuctantly 
adopted as a measure of retaliation. The French 
decrees, their alleged basis, are revoked. England 
! resorts to the expedient of denying the fact of 
| the revocation, and Sir William Scott, in the cel- 
| ebrated case of the Fox and others, suspends judg- 
| ment that proof may be adduced of it. And, at 
i the moment when the British Ministry through 

that judge, is thus affecting to controvert that 
i fact, and to place the release of our property upon 
| its establishment, instructions are prepared for Mr. 
Foster to meet at Washington the very revoca- 
tion which they were contesting. And how does 
he meet it? By falfilliog the engagement sol- 
; emnly made to rescind the orders? No, sir, but 


of war, its enlistment and organization, which ! by demanding tht we shall secure the introduc- 
could not be done in secret, would indicate the | tion into the Continent of British manufactures. 
use to which it was to be applied ; and we cannot | England is said to be fighting for the world, and 
suppose England would be so blind as not to see | shall we. it is asked, attempt to weaken her exer- 
that she wasaimed at. Nor could she, did hc ap- | tions? If, indeed, the aim of the French Empe- 
prehend, injure us more by thus knowing ouri ror be universal dominion (and he was willing to 
purposes than if she were kept in ignorance of | allow it to the argument,) what a noble cause is 


them. She may, indeed, anticipate us, and com- 
‘mence the war. But that is what she is, in fact, 
doing, and she can add but little to the injury 
which she is inflicting. If she choose to declare 
war in form, let her do so, the responsibility will 
be with her. 

.What are we to gain by war, has been emphat- 


presented to British valor. But, how is her phi- 
lanthropic purpose to be achieved? By scrupu- 
lous observance of the rights of others ; by respect- 
ing that code uf public law, which she professes 
to vindicate, and by abstaining from self-aggran- 
dizement. Then would she command the sym- 
| pathies of the world. What are we required to 


ically asked 2 In reply, he would ask, what are | do by those who would engage our feelings and 
we not to lose by peace 7~commerce, character,a. wishes in her behalf? To bear the actual cuffs 
nation’s best treasure, honor! If pecuniary con-j of her arrogance, that we may escape a chimeri- 


-siderations alone are to govern, there is sufficient 
motive for the war. Our revenue is reduced, by 
the operation of the belligerent edicts, to about 
six million of dollars, according to the Secretary 
of the Treasury’s report. 
embargo, it was sixteen. Take away the Orders 
in Council, it will again mount up to sixteen mil- 
lions. By continuing, therefore, in peace, if the 
mongrel state in which we are deserve that de- 


The year preceding the į 


cal French subjugation! We are invited, con- 
jured to drink the potion of British poison actu- 
ally presented to our lips, that we may avoid the 
imperial dose prepared by perturbed imaginations. 
We are called upon to submit to debasement, dis- 
honor, and disgrace—to bow the neck to royal 
insolence, as a course of preparation for manly 


| resistance to Gallic invasion! What natioa. what 


individual was ever taught, in the schools of igno- 
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minious submission, the patriotic lessons of free- 
dom and independence? Let those who contend 
for this humiltating doctrine, read its refutation 
in the history of the very man against whose in- 
satiable thirst of dominion we are warned. ‘The 
experience of desolated Spain, for the last fifteen 
years, is worth volumes. Did she find her repose 
and safety in subserviency to the will of that 
man? Had she boldly stood forth and repelled 
the first attempt to dictate to her Councils, her 
Monarch would not now bea miserable captive 
at Marseilles. Let us come home to our own 
history. It was not by submission that our fa- 
thers achieved our independence. The patriotic 
wisdom that placed you, Mr. Chairman, said Mr. 
C., under that canopy, penetrated the designs of 
acorrupt Ministry, and nobly fronted encroach- 
ment on its first appearance. It saw beyond the 
petty taxes, with which it commenced, a long 
train of oppressive measures terminating in the 
total annihilation of liberty ; and, contemptible 
as they were, did not hesitate to resist them. 
Take the experience of the last four or five years, 
and which, he was sorry to say, exhibited in ap- 


sisted chiefly of luxuries from the West Indies. 
It is apparent that this trade, the balance of 
which was in favor, not of France, but of the 
United States, was not of very vital consequence 
to the enemy of England. Would she, therefore, 
fur the sole purpose of depriving her adversary 
of this commerce, relinquish her valuable trade 
with this country, exhibiting the essential balance 
in her favor—nay, more; hazard the peace of the 
country ? No, sir, you must look for an expla- 
nation of her conduct in the jealousies of a rival. 
She sickens at your prosperity, and beholds in 
your growth—your sails spread on every ocean, 
and your numerous scamen—the foundations of a 
Power which, at no very distant day, is to make 
her tremble for naval superiority. He had omit- 
ted befure to notice the loss of our seamen, if we 
continued in our present situation. What would 
become of the one hundred thousand, (for he un- 
derstood there was about that number) in the 
American service? Would they not leave us 
and seek employment abroad, perhaps in the very 
country that injures us? 

It is said, thar the effect of the war at home will 


pearance, at least, a different kind of spirit. He bea change of those who administer the Govern- 
did not wish to view the past further than to guide | ment, who will be replaced by others that will 
us for the future. We were but yesterday con- | make a disgraceful peace. He did not believe it. 
tending for the indirect trade—the right to export | Not a man in the nation could really doubt the 
to Europe the coifee and sugar of the West In- į sincerity with which those in power have sought, 
dies. To-day we are asserting our claim to the : by all honorable, pacific means, to protect the in- 
direct trade—the right to export our cotton, to- | terests of the country. When the people saw 
bacco, and other domestic produce to market. i exercised towards both belligerents, the utmost 
Yield this point, and to-morrow intercourse be- | impartiality; witnessed the same equal terms 
tween New Orleansand New York—between the | tendered to both; and beheld the Government 
planters on James river and Richmond, will be | successively embracing an accommodation with 
interdicted. For, sir, thé career of encroachment | each in exactly the same spirit of amity, he was 
is never arrested by submission. It will advance | fully persuaded, now that war was the only al- 


while there remains a single privilege on which 
it can operate. Gentlemen say that this Govern- 
ment is unfit for any war, but a war of invasion. 
What, is it not equivalent to invasion, if the 
mouths. of our harbors and outlets are blocked 
up, and we are denied egress from our own wa- 
ters? Or, when the burglar is at our door, shall 


. we bravely sally forth and repel his felonious 


entrance, or meanly skulk within the cells of the 
castle ? X 

He contended that the real cause of British 
aggression, was not to distress an enemy but to 
destroy a rival. A comparative view of our com- 
merce with England and the continent, would 
satisfy any one of the truth of this remark. Prior 
to the embargo, the balance of trade between this 
country and England, was between eleven and 
fifteen millions of dollars in favor of England. 
Our consumption of her manufactures was annu- 
ally increasing, and had risen to nearly $59,000,000. 
We exported to her what she most wanted, provi- 
sions and raw materials for her manufactures, and 
received in return what she was most desirous to 
sell. Our exports to France, Holland, Spain, and 
Italy, taking an average of the years 1802, 3, and 
4, amounted to about $12,000,000 of domestic, and 


about $18,000,000 of foreign produce. Our im- 


orts from the same countries amounted to about 
25,000,000. The foreign produce exported con- 


ternative left to us by the injustice of one of the 
Powers, that the support and confidence of the 
people would remain undiminished. He was 
one, however, who was prepared (and he would 
not believe that he was moreso than every other 
member of the Committee) to march on in the 
road of his duty, at all hazards. What! shall it 
be said that our amor patric is located at these 
desks—that we pusillanimously cling to our seats 
here, rather than boldly vindicate the most ines- 
timable rights of the country ? - Whilst the heroic 
Daviess and his gallant associates, exposed to all 
the perils of treacherous savage warfare, are sa- 
erificing themselves for the good of their country, 
shall we shrink from our duty ? 

Mr. C. concluded, by hoping that his remarks 
had tended to prove that the quantum of the force 
was not too great—that in its nature it was free 
from the objections urged against it, and that the 
object of its application was one imperiously 
called for by the crisis. 

Mr. Wincery said, there was no disagreement 
of opinion in the House about asserting the rights 
of the country; gentlemen disagreed only as to the 
mode of doing it. He was sorry that the gentle- 
man who had just made so handsome an address 
on the subject before the Committee, had not cast 
a single glauce at the volunteer corps, which 
was yesterday under consideration. The militia 
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of this country, be said. bad heretofore been con- 
sidered as the great bulwark of our defence; and 
it was still so considered in the Eastern States. 
The militia of that part of the Union were al- 
ways ready to perform any service to which they 
might be called. They are an army of them- 
selves. They are not, like the militia in some 
other parts of the country, called out to exercise 
with cornstalks, Every man has his musket in 
good order, and the service of a militiaman is 
there considered an honorable service. Fot him- 
self, he was in favor of raising voluntecr corps, 
in preference to regulars, and he knew not why 
that bill had been laid aside to take up this. He 
knew they would be much more easily raised. 
On being properly addressed, by a beloved officer, 
he had no doubt that one half or three-fourths of 
many regiments would offer their services as 
volunteers; but, if that officer went among the 
same men in the character of an officer of the 
new army, he would not be able to get ten men. 
He was opposed, at all events, to the passing of a 
bill for raising a large army; for he believed as 
many men would be got by an act for raising six 
or ten thousand men, as by one for raising twen- 
ty-five thousand. 

The honorable ‘Speaker had said, that if the 
towns of Philadelphia, New York and Boston, 
were to be captured by the enemy, that liberty 
would still remain. But where? On the rear, 
he supposed. God deliver him from such liberty. 
There was no necessity, said Mr. W., for all this 
trouble about raising a regular army for taking 
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there is a motion made for the Committee to rise 
and report the bill to the House. If it be in order, 
I have some observations to make to the Com- 
mittee before that ie done. I do not perceive that 
there is any necessity for such haste; it is an old 
proverb, that in the multitude of council there is" 
safety. The gentleman who has just sat down 
(Mr. Cray) has asked a number of questions, and 
called on gentlemen to answer them. Among 
other things, if I have rightly understood him, he 
asks what we have to lose by war, and what we 
have to gain by peace? These questions I will 
try to answer; but, before I do so, I will say that 
he has given usa flow of cloquence and anima- 
tion seldom equalled, and stated facts and truths 
not to be denied or gainsaid. I understand him 
to say, that the number of men proposed by the 
bill was too few for war, and too many for peace ; 
but, withal, showing the absulute propriety of 
war. Mr. Chairman, the war spirit is high; per- 
haps it will not be amiss to infuse a little caution 
into it. Itis contended that we must have war. 
But will it not be advisable for us to see where 
we can operate so as to secure the end proposed ? 
Short of this, you do nothiag. You spend your 
blood and treisure to no purpose. I will ask, 
where will you operate on that Power soas te 
effect your purpose—a repeal of her Orders in 
Council? Not on the high seas? If there, with 
what force? Your six or ten frigates, and some 
gunboats? No, sir; itis confessed on all sides 
that there she is superior. Well, but we will 
make her feel; we will march to Canada; reduce 


Canada. The militia of the New England States j the Canadas and Halifax, and drive her from the 
only wanted authority to do the business—give | Continent. Is it not proper to inquire, when you 
the word of command, said he, and the thing will | are raising an army for such purposes, to know 
y 
be done. If the bill before the House was passed, | what nuinber would be sufficient? Some genile- 
there would be no difficulty in getting the offi- | men have told me three thousand ; some say ten; 
cers; but the ship’s erew would not be so easily | some fifteen ; some twenty-five; some fifty thou- 
come at. He was against relying upon regulars ! sand. Be it so; you have the men to raise, clothe, 
for protection ; if this was to be the reliance, he | and march. I will ask, can it be done in secret, 
should want his property insured. We may, said! or in six months? Surely not. What will your 


he, get ourselves into a war fever here, and pass 
a law. for raising a large regular army, but he 
would sooner depend upon volunteers—the mili- 
tia of the country. Mr. W, read statements to 
show the support which the New England States 
afforded in the Revolution, and concluded with 
observing, that the strength of the country lay in 
the New England States. When difficulties 
come, said Mr. W., the militia will be called 
upon; and it might be well to let them know 
now, that they are not’forgotten. But, for his 
part, though gentlemen talked much about war, 
he did not expect the country would get to war. 
We shall find gentlemen voting for this bill, who 


| enemy be doing all that time? Will she look on 
| quietly, and make no resistance ? Is victory sure; 
and, if it was, would that procure the end for 
| which you contend ? Notatall. Yuu acknow- 
ledge that the wrongs are committed on the 
high seas; and will you bring her to terms by an 
attack of her provinces by land? But you are 
to show the spirit of the nation by retaliation. 
Would to God it was in our power; there is no 
man feels more indignant at her multiplied wrongs 
oa our lawful commerce than I do; but but the 
question returns, where shall we find our remedy? 
1 answer, not in the conquest of the Canadas. I 
| will suppose your army marched; Upper Canada 


will not vote fot- going to war. We are not at | taken; you arrive at the walls of Quebec, and 
present in a state of war, and there is a bare pos- | you should be defeated—and that is at least pos- 
sibility we may still escape it. He was, however, | sible—how, then, are you situated? Regular 
willing to raise fifteen thousand regulars, and | troops in your rear, Canadians in your front, [n- 
rely upon volunteers and militia for the rest; and | dians on your wings, where or how will you per- 
in addition to their pay, he was willing to give | form a retreat? You could not go forward. and 
our citizens, who should thus engage to fight our j you cannot get back; and, if you could, must not 
battles, a liberal bounty in land. We had plenty | your enemies cross the line into our territory ? 
of it, and it could not be better disposed of. Will they respeet the line from your cxample? 

Mr. Borp.—Mr. Chairman, I understand that! How, thea, stands the situation of our States of 
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bec to the Mississippi? Sir, itis painful in the 
extreme for me to say these things, and I do it 
with reluctance; but, in my conscience, I con- 
ceive it to be an imperious duty to warn my 
countrymen to look at consequences. But, it is 
“contended that there is no medium between war 
or ignominious submission. I think far other- 
wise. [am no submission man. I was not soin 
the Revolutionary war, and I think 1 am not so 
. now, [opposed the British then with the great- 
est energy that I was master of, and I would do 
so at this time; but here the question returns, 
. what is proper? Not the measures that we are 
about to adopt. If my enemy cuts my finger, am 
J, in order to show my spirit, to plunge a dagger 
into his bosom ? No, sir; I am no such duellist. 
-. Adhere to the measures that are proposed, and 
_ you do so to our country; and I cannot have the 


, Most distant expectation that they will procure 


the thing contended for ; nor can I believe thatit 
ean enter into-the head of any member of this 
Committee that it will. No, sir; there must be 
something hollow somewhere; where, I cannot 
tell; you are to have an army of officers, not men, 


as it was in the Revolutionary war; for some of 


the States, at particular times, had hardly men 
enough to make waiters for the officers, to ride 
behind them about the country ; though I do not 
compare those times with the present, or what we 
are now about. Sir, it is an easy thing to show 
our valor and spirit in this gilded Hall; but, take 
my word for it, that five years expensive war will 
cool that spirit. At one time we take the Cana- 
das, with a few men, in a single campaign; and, 
-at another, we hear of five years protracted war 
Five years protracted war! Spending twenty o: 
thirty millions per annum, for what? The liber- 


| 


millions of people, rich in resources, with a con- 
siderable naval force, and absolute dictator, has 
he, with all bis force, been able to cause England 
to repeal her paper blockade or Orders in Coun- 
cil? On the other hand, has Great Britain, with 
the aid ofthe Northern Powers, been able to sub- 
due France? Has she, by her superior naval 
strength, been able to make France repeal her de- 
crees? No. And will you, whilst she possesses 
twelve millions of population, with a naval force 
that governs the seas, reduce her to our terms by 
such force as we possess? No, sir; the thing ‘Is 
preposterous. Her interest it is that must make 
her do us justice; and I trust that it will, if we 
act wisely. Submission, submission, is the word 
that is to work us up to a frenzy. How have 
we submitted? Have we not contended for our 
right, by negotiation, these. five years past? What 
right have we relinquished? None. Has she 
said that we demanded an unjust thing? No; 
her answer is, that in ber desperate conflict she 
cannot. The embargo and non-intercourse are 
now called submission. Did they not bring Great 
Britain to form an arrangement, acknowledging 
our right, through the medium of Mr. Erskine; 
and do we not know that he had power so to do? 
They have impressed our seamen, and they must 
be relieved. Well, and how is this to be done? 
By taking Canada and by our privateers. If 
there is war, there will be fighting; and, whilst 
they are strongest at sea, the presumption is, that 
they will take more than we shall. Sir, let me 
state, that for ten years past, deduct all your 
losses, and then we have reserved more for our 
produce than we should have done had Europe 
been in peace, and we had enjoyed all our rights. 
Another idea strikes me. If our enemy is in the 
North, the merchant at Georgetown or Alexan- 
dria has a thousand barrels of beef, or pork, or 


ty of exporting, without interruption, our surplus | flour—so soon as there is war, the price of pro- 


- produce, which is our natural right. Granted. 
i But will not war prevent that export and operate 
as an embargo? Where or how will you export 
during the continuance of the war? We now 


` export to the amount of many millions, and im- 


jort so as to have ten or twelve millions revenue. 
Where or what will be your revenue in the time 
of your'war embargo for five years? Your peo- 
ple, in that situation, cannot pay a direct tax to 
teed and.clothe your army. They will begin to 
` inquire what all this is for? Contracting one 
hundred millions of debt. If our spirits are high, 
. the peoples will be cooled down. Sir, 1 am 
- ‘afraid that we are about to sap the foundations 
of our happy Government. 
`- Sir, I will state another case. Suppose your 
fifty thousand men in Canada, and the British 
send five or six ships of the line, with five or six 
thousand troops on board, and land them in the 
Floridas, Amelia Island, or some parts of Georgia, 
how would you repel them? Draw back your 
troops and march them to the South? Before 
you could do that one of the States might be 
overrun and plundered. Tet us turn our eyes to 
Europe, and see what is transacting there, by way 


visions will be doubled in Europe. He clears out 
for New York; so soon as he is out, he is blown 
off; your enemy fed; the price of rations doubled 
ou us; you will have to pay as high for every 
ration as it will command abroad. The honora- 
ble Speaker has gone far, indeed, in: his zeal for 
rights. He has said, let the enemy seize aud lay 
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston im ashes; 
nay, let them overrun the whole country east of 
the Alleghany, and liberty would retire to the 
West, and live and flourish there. It may be so, 
but it is too high a price for me; I have no incli- 
nation of going there; and it would be poor con- 
solation to me, after everything that was near 
and dear tome and my people were destroyed. 
Sir, we have a Chief Magistrate, and I have full 
confidence in him. He is chosen by a population 
of seven millions of people; he has asked or re- 
commended ten thousand men to be raised; that 
number l will vote for,and not higher, at this 
time. These short observations l have conceived 
it to be my duty to make. 

The Committee rose and reported the bill, with 
amendments; but the usual hour of adjournment 
having arrived, the House declined taking up the 


-of contrast. The French Emperor, with seventy | report. + 
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Wepnespay, January 1, 1812. | 

Mr. Jenntnes presented a petition of the Le- Í 
gislature of the Indiana Territory, praying that | 
the inhabitants of that Territory may be author- | 
ized and empowered to elect the sheriffs of their | 
respective counties.— Referred to the Committee ! 
of the Whole. 

Mr. Jenninas, also, presented another petition į 
of the Legislature of the Indiana Territory, pray- | 
ing that the said ‘Territory may be erected into at 
separate and independent State, and that such į 
State may be admitted into the Union on anj 
equal footing with the original States—Reterred : 
to a select committee. 

Mr. Jenninas, Mr. Jounson, Mr. Ruea, Mr. | 
Roane, Mr. Reen, Mr. Laccex, and Mr. Daven. | 
PORT, were appointed the committee. | 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis-! 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Washington 
county, west of Rock Creek, presented a bill con- | 
cerning the Levy Court of Washington county, 
in the District of Columbia; which was read j 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the | 
Whole on Monday next. | 

Mi. Macon presented resolutions of the Gen- | 
eral Assembly of the Siate of North Carolina, | 
approbatory of the sentiments contained in the | 
President’s Message to Congress at the com- | 
mencement of the present session, and declaring | 
that the evils which the nation has endured have } 
arisen wholly from the wnprincipled conduct of; 
the European belligereuts, aud that they will | 
support the General Government in such meas: | 
ures as may be adopted to promote the interest 
and secure the union, liberty, and independence | 
of the United States; which were read, aud 
ordered to lie on the table. 5 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, of the ap- 
plication of the moneys drawn from the Treasury 
for the use of the Nayy Department for the last 
year.—Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. MircaiLtt wished to make a motion rela- 
tive to the settlement of estates of certain per- 
sons, under the act, now expired, for establishing 
a uniform system of bankruptcy. Owing to the 
repeal of that law, though a provision was made 
in the repealing act for cases not then fully eom- 
pleted under the bankrupt act, certain difficulties 
had arisen, which he believed it would require a} 
supplementary act to adjust. Mr. M. stated that 
there were some cases within his knowledge, in ! 
which some very important estates could not be | 
settled without some further provision being | 
made by law. He, therefore, moved the follow- 
ing resolution, which was adopted, and a com- 
mittee of three members appointed to make the 
inquiry : 

“ Resolved, That a committce he appointed to in- 
quire whether any, and what, provision ought to be 
made by law for the relief of creditors under the act 
for establishing an uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States and that they be author- 
ized to report by bill or otherwise.” 


ary heretofore for the two Houses to pay their 
respects to the President of the United States on 
the first day of the new year; and the hour for 
doing this having arrived, he moved that the 

ouse adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were called on this mo- 
tion; they were taken, and the question was lost, 
56 to 50. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The order of the day being called for, the House 
took up the amendments of the Committee of the 


! Whole to the bill from the Senate for raising an 
| additional military force. 


Having come to the amendment which pro- 
posed that the officers for eight regiments only 
should be appointed, until three-fourths of the 
men were enlisted, 

Mr. BurweLL moved toamend the amendment 
by striking out the words “eight regiments,” and 
inserting © six.” 

Mr. Wriaat hoped thisamendment would not 
prevail. He considered this as a war measure, 
and if we were to economize in this way at the 
commencement of the business, he should not 
calculate upon our acting with effeet. Our coun- 
try was too important, and our rights too sacred, 
to be frittering down measures for their defence in 
the manner proposed. In proportion, said he, as 
the commissioned officers are appointed will the 
recruitiag progress, These officers will inspire 
the peopie, in the several parts of the country 
from which they may be taken, with a military 
spirit, which will induce them to enlist into the 
service. He liked the bill better before it had 
received its present limitation as to the appoint- 
ment of the officers; but, as the Committee had 
agreed thus to amend the bill, he did not wish to 
stir the subject again, He hoped, however, the 
reduction would not be carried any further, 

Mr. Burwe ut observed that the gentleman from 
Maryland had ealled-upon the House put to con- 
sent, from motives of economy, to fritter away 
our measures of defence. If, said Mr. B., the 
House should determine to appoint all the offi- 
cers, as at first proposed, I shall be ready to go 
with that gentleman, and others, as far as practi- 
cable. But, he thought, there was a great differ- 
euce between expending the public money use- 
lessly, and in such way as to obtain the object in 
view atthe least expense. But, the gentleman 
says that, if all the officers are appointed at once, 
the ranks will be much sooner filled than in the 
way proposed by this amendment. How, said 
Mr. B., can this be shown? It is well known 
that these officers will do nothing towards raising 
the men, and the President can at any time ap- 
point them when they may be wanted. He had 
not made this motion to diminish the effeet of 
the biil, (for he believed the men wonld be ob- 
tained as soon without these officers as with them,) 
but in order to make the bill more palatable to 
many gentlemen who at present object to it on 
the score of expense. If the twenty-five thou- 
sand men could be raised by enacting the law, 
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five thousand men will be enlisted in four or five 
months; and, as the President will have the pow- 
er to appoint the officers whenever they shall be 
wanted, no inconvenience can arise from defer- 
ring the appointments till that time. And it is, 
besides, probable that the President will have it in 
his power to make better appointments then than 
‘now. from having more time in which to make 
‘the proper selection of characters for the purpose. 
It ought to be recollected that one-third of the 
expense of the support of this army, goes to the 
payment of its officers, and if they were to be 
appointed immediately, this expense would be 
incurred without producing any henefit to the 
country. 

‘On the subject of economy, Mr. B. said, while 
we took measures for raising a force adequate to 
the purposes we had in view, care ought to be 
taken that no money is unnecessarily expended. 
The raising of funds would put the country to 
some difficulty, but he had no doubt the expense 
. would be cheerfully met by the people, when they 
‘see that no Unnecessary expense is incurred. 

After a few words from Mr. Wricut, the 
amendment was carried, there being fifty-seven 
meinbers in favor of it. 

Mr. Newson said he did not wish to throw any 
embarrassment in the way of raising the army 
proposed, but he believed that it would be un- 

_hecessary at the cummeucement of the business 
to appoint all the officers now contemplated. It 
was well known that the efficient officers in rais- 
ing troops are the captains and subalterns. The 
field officers. being of no use until the men are 
raised, it might be well to defer their appoint- 

“ment until that time. He moved, therefore, to 
amend the bill by adding the following provision: 
` © That so many of the officers shall be commissioned 

‘at first, and so on from time to time, as the Executive 
. may believe neccessary for raising the troops.” f 

The Sreaxer declared this motion not in order, 
at present, but that, when the amendments were 
“gone through, and the bill was before the House, 
the gentleman from Virginia would have an op- 
portunity of introducing it. $ 
. Another motion was made to adjourn, and the 
yeas and nays called upon it.—Lost by a larger 
majority than before. 

-All the amendments having been considered, 

and others introduced, the question recurred on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing ; but, several members expressing a desire to 
see the bill, as amended, printed, before they gave 

a vote upon it, a motion was carried for it to lie 

on the table, in order to make way for another to 
have it printed, which was accordingly made and 
carried.— Adjourned. 


‘Tuursnay, January 2. 

The Spraxer announced a bill from the Sen- 
ate extending the time of certain patents granted 
to Robert Fulton, which was twice read, and com- 
mitted; though not without some objections. 
12th Con, ist Szss.—20 


Mr. Atstow stated it to be a very extraordinary 
thing that an application should be made for an 
extension of a patent which had not been granted 
more than two years. After some remarks from 
Mr. Mrrewict, in favor of the extension, the bill 
was suffered to take the usual course. 

Mr. Watcut called up for consideration a res- 
olution which he had laid upon the table some 
days ago, proposing the appointment of a commit- 
tee to bringin a bill for the protection, recovery, 
and indemnification of American seamen. Tt 
was accordingly taken up, agreed to, and a com- 
mittee of five members appointed, viz: Mr. 
Waicut, Mr. Barer, Mr. Piper, Mr. TALLMADGE, 
and Mr. Sruraes. : 

Mr. McKex stated to the House, that as Chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, he had 
received a letter from the Scerctary of War ona 
subject which did not come properly before that 
committee, but belonged to the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures. This letter com- 
plains of the want of goods proper for the Indian 
Department, and suggests the propriety of making 
an exception in the non-importation law in favor 
of these goods. Mr. McKee, in conformity with 
this letter, offered the fullowing resolution, which, 
with the letter of ihe Secretary of War, he wish- 
ed might, for the present. lie upon the table, un- 
til members shall have had an opportunity of 
considering the subject: 

“ Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of authorizing, by law, the introduction into the 
United States of such foreign goods as may be neces- 
sary for the usual supply of the Indian Department.” 

Ordered to Jie on the table. 

Mr. Bassett wished to make a motion on the 
subject of a claim which had been before Con- 
gress for twenty-four years, and which, therefore, 
ought to be decided upon. Much difficulty, no 
doubt, had attended the investigation; but, ne- 
vertheless, if the claim be a just one, it ought to 
be allowed, or, if otherwise, rejected. In order to 
obtain this object, he proposed the following res- 
olution: 

“ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of referring the 
claim of Beaumarchais’ heirs to some court of the 
United States, in form of a case agr@ed between the 
Attorney General and the agent of the said claim, or 
in such other form as may be agreed on by the Attor- 
ney General and the said agent.” 

After some objections from Messrs. Fisk, Prr- 
KIN, Quincy, and Aston, the resolution was 
negatived. It was stated to bea novel proced- 
ure; that if this claim were to take the proposed 
direction, there were hundreds of others might 
follow it. It was hoped that Congress would 
never send any claim made upon the Govern- 
ment to be decided in her courts. This, said Mr. 
Atsron, “would be throwing the independence .. 
of the country at the feet of the Judiciary.” This 
claim, though it appeared in the name of an indi- 
vidual, it was stated was more in the nature of 
a claim of the French Government upon the 
Government of this county, than an individua 
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The House then took up the order of the day, | 
which was the bill from the Senate to raise an | 
additional military force. s4 ' 

Mr. WricHT moved to amend the bill, by add- 
ing thereto a new section, providing “that the 
‘ officers appointed by virtue of this act shall, 
‘ respectively, receive their commissions during 
‘such term only as the President of the United 
€ States shall deem necessary ; and it shall be the 
¢ duty of the President to discharge such officers 
‘ whenever their services are no longer wanted. 
t And that no general, field or staff officer, who | 
t may be appointed under this act, shall be entitled | 
‘to receive any pay or emolument until called | 
Á into actual service, nor for any longer time than | 
€ he shall remain therein.” i 

This amendment was carried, there being sixty- j 
nine members in favor of it. 

Mr. Bies moved further to amend the bill, by 
adding to the end of the first section, to the words | 
which provide that after three-fourths of the pri- | 
vates requisite to complete six regiments have 
been enlisted, the commissioned officers for the | 
remaining seven regiments shall be appointed, | 
“unless circumstances shall, in the opinion of | 
‘the President, render the appointment of officers : 
“to the seven regiments, or any part thereof, un- ; 
t necessary 3 in which event, he shall determine : 
€ what part shall be appointed.” ! 

Mr. Smrum said, that if this amendment were 
agreed to, he would vote for the bill, otherwise 
he could not. He had himself prepared an 
amendment to the same effect. He had been in 
favor of raising ten thousand men, in conformity 
with the recommendation of the Executive ; but, £ 
for the sake of unanimity in the Committee of | 
Foreign Relations, he had consented, contrary | 
to his judgment, to raise fifteen thousand. Buti 
there was a majority of Congress, it appeared, in ! 
favor of raising twenty-five thousand men. Nor, | 
until to-day, had there been any disposition shown | 
to depart frem that number. Now, an amend-! 
ment is proposed, leaving it discretionary with | 
the President to raise the additional number of | 
men, if circumstances should be such as to re- 
quire them. He was willing to confide this pow- | 
er with the President, but farther than this, he | 
was not willing to go. | 

Mr. Rien would give a single reason only in! 
favor of his amendment. It isthe province of j 
Congress to declare war; and whenever this hody ; 


in this discussion ; but, when he saw an attempt 
made which he thought went to sacrifice the best 
interests of his country, he could not help raising 
his voice against it; and if he stood alone in the 
opposition, he should be proud of his singularity. 
The Constitution, said Mr. G., has divided the 
powers of the Government into different depart- 
ments, and each ought to perform the duties allot- 
ted to it. It is made the duty of Congress to 
declare war and raise armies. But, if this amend- 
ment be agreed to, the President will have the 
power of speaking armies into existence, and 
again of speaking them out of existence. The 
peace of the country will be placed in the power 
of an individual. We have, said he, full conf- 
dence in the present Chief Magistrate; but the 
time may come, when we shall be unwilling to 
place this power in the person filling the office of 
the President of the United States. We oughi, 
therefore, to be careful how we make precedents 
of so dangerous a nature. He had always thought 
it one of the strongest objections to Mr. Adams’s 
Administration, that so much power was con- 
stantly given to the Executive. Indeed, if he 
had any objection to our excellent Constitution, i 
was on account of the very great powers placed 
in the Executive. 

Mr. G. said, be was opposed to this amendment 
on another ground. He was against throwing the 
responsibility which ought to remain with Con- 
gress upon the President. If war is to be made, we 
vught to make it; and if it be our business to make 
war, it is our business to raise armies. We are 
the best judges of the kind of force which it is üt- 
ting to employ. Butif we go on in this way, put- 
ting everything on the Executive, what kind ui 
a farce shall we exhibit to the world! The Sen- 
ate have thrown an army upon us, and we are 
about to throw it upon the President, and then 
we shall be just where we begun. Conceiving 
that Congress is the proper power to act on this 
subject, he should vote against all propositions 
which went to shift the responsibility from those 
who ought to bear it; and that he might have an 
opportunity of showing his vote on this occasion, 
he called for the yeas and nays upon the question. 

The yeas and nays were taken aecordingly, as 
follows: 

Yeas~—Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Tho 
mas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Ro- 


| bert Brown, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 


phroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condit, 


has agreed upon the object for which a military ! William Crawford, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
force shall be employed, it becomes their duty to | William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas R. Gold, 
call upon the Executive, or Secretary of War, j Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. 
for information as to the number of men requisite | Harper, Aylett Hewes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyne- 
to be raised. By adopting the proposed amend- j man, Richard Jackson, jun., Richard M. Johnson, 
ment, six regiments will be immediately raised in | Joseph Kent, William R. King, Aaron Lyle, George 
addition to our present military force, and we put | C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore. William McCoy, Samuel 
it in the power of the Executive to raise seven | McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Anthony 
more regiments, if they deem it necessary. Hef New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, William 
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Nays— Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, Daniel Avery, John Baker, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brig- 
ham, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, James 
Cochran, John Clopton, John Davenport, jun., Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, William Ely, James Emott, 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Felix Grun- 
dy, Philip B. Key, Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Jo- 
seph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jun., Peter Little, Wil- 
liam Lowndes, Nathanicl Macon, Archibald McBryde, 
Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas 
Newton, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Peter 
B. Porter, Flisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheftey, Richard Stanford, Phi- 
lip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, George 
Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Peleg Tallman, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, David R. Wil- 
liams, Thomas Wilson, and Richard Winn—66. 

Mr. Smilie moved to add the following words 
io the end of the first section of the bill, “if in 
the opinion of the President the public service 
shall require such appointments to be made.” 

Mr. Finptey—Mr. Speaker, I have voted for 
every amendment that was calculated to lessen 
the nominal amount of the army proposed tu be 
raised by the bill from the Senate; but I have 
not engaged in debate, nor moved any amend- 
ment of my own. I will, however. vole for this 
amendment, proposed by my colleague (Mr. Smi- 
LIE,) as I have done for others of the same import, 


not, sir, with a view to lessen the effective force i 


of the proposed army, but to increase it. The 
effective force of an army depends on the number 
of fighting men, and not on the number of regi- 
ments on paper. Officers must and ought to be 
paid and otherwise supported agreeably to their 
rank; but they cannot fight our battles without a 
competent number of privates under their com- 
mand. Ibelieve such a number cannot be ob- 
tained by enlistment in the United States in any 
given time we can prescribe. ‘There are not in 
the United States twenty-five thousand men, in 
addition to the present establishment, which re- 
quires several thousand to render it complete, 
who are disposed to enlist as private soldiers, sub- 

- Ject to military discipline, or that stand in need 
of that resort for support. 

Mr. Speaker, I am now an old man, and have 
had much opportunity for observation. The en- 
listment of soldiers came early under my notice. 
Ihave paid attention to its progress, both in Brit- 
ain and in the United States; and, from observa- 
tion and experience, I am convinced that the 
United States contain very few of such people as 
usually enlist to fill the armies of Europe. We 
have none that are obliged from necessily to en- 
list in order to obtain bread. I think that I may 


| will do it of choiee. I know that men, very 


very few in number, and probably most of them 
already engaged; and we know they have not 
filled the ranks of our present Army. 
The nations of Europe, with whom we have 
relations, are otherwise situated. At all times 
| there, they have thousands who find great diffi- 
i culty in carning their bread,and who, with their 
į families, live on a very scanty and uncertain 
maintenance. But, when war commences, the 
| manufactories and usual channels of commerce 
l are deranged: and, by this means, thousands of 
men are thrown out of employment, who are 
unfit for any other busines but that small branch 
of mechanical labor to which they had been ac- 
i custumed. To these, enlistment in the army af- 
fords acomfortable retreat from starvation, Hap- 
pily, the United States have no such class of 
society. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that these observations will 
not be considered as intended to cool our ardor in 
procuring redress for the wrongs we have suffered. 
They are intended to invigorate our effective ex- 
ertious—they are intended to prevent a deceptive 
support. No alternative for war is now proposed 
; by any member. 1 want to engage in war, if it 

cannot be avoided, in such a manner as we can 
| support it with honor. 1 want to bring all our 
j ree into action in the manner in which the 
people are willing to act. 1 wish to enlist into 
the proposed regular army, all who can be en- 
listed into it. 1 consider the militia as the great 
reserve on the back ground, and a very valuable 
reserve they are. I wish the bill calling into ser- 
vice the volunteers, which was laid aside a few 
į days since, passed into a law. I wish that men 
should also be raised on short enlistments. Every 
member who hears me, sir. and who attended to 
the progress of the only war in which the United 
States, as a nation, were ever engaged, knows the 
use of all those different kinds of foree. Those 
who condneted us through the Revolution, em- 
ployed every kind of force which the country 
would willingly produce, in the way in which 
men were willing to act. 

Sir, when the war that established our inde- 
peudence commenced, Congress, composed of the 
most intelligent and respectable patriots, recom- 
mended the raising of a number of regiments. I 
remember well, that to Pennsylvania eighteen 
were allotted; but after all the exertions that 
could be made by recruiting officers, aided by 
every farmer, who, even if he was nota good 
, Whig, encouraged recruiting, that he and his 
| family might be saved from militia service; yet. 

after all, the regiment: were not filled; and to 
prevent the officers exceeding the due number of 
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privates, Government were obliged to turn two 
regiments into one, and to give an honorable dis- 
missal to the disarranged officers. This isa cir- ! 
cumstance too well known to men of that age to | 
be.dwelt on now. I was one of the three county | 
commissioners who taxed the property to raise | 
thirty pounds each, for a prescribed number of | 
recruits, in addition to their public emoluments; , 
and, even after all this the State line of the Army 
was not completed; but we had to resort to short í 
enlistments and militia service. When the In- 
dian war commenced under the present Govern- 
- ment, and the army commanded by General | 
Wayne was raised, with all the industry that | 
could be used, the ranks of that army, during the | 
five campaigns, were but about three hundred 
more than half filled at the highest. By resig- 
nations, &c., vacancies were numerous, and the | 
President never filled them by new appointments | 
till a session of Congress had intervened. On | 
speaking to him about filling up some vacancies, j 
he answered by asking me, with a smile, whether 
I did not think there were officers enough to com- 
mand all the men we had in our ranks? An ad- 
ditional reason, however, was assigned for per- 
mitting a session of Congress to pass, viz : the pro- 
bability that Congress would unite some regi- 
‘ments, and derange the state of the officers, as 
had been done in the former war. TI believe the 
President follows the same method at present. i 
The next army that was attempted to be raised i 
was during the hostilities with France. J then 
gave my opinion, not only on the fluor, but to the ; 
Secretary of War, that the ranks could not be; 
filled, and that it would be an army of officers | 
It proved to be so; as soon as a certain descrip- ! 
tion of people about towns and cities were enlisted, ; 
recruiting stopped. 
During the war conducted by General Wayne, | 
recourse was necessarily had to short enlistments | 
and militia service, where a recruit could not be 
procured for the regular Army. I have observed 
full companies of rangers for eight or ten months 
raised in a few days. Indeed, I never saw difi- 
culty, or much delay, in raising such troops. 
_ Gentlemen argue for the greatest number of 
‘regiments, from the necessity of being able to 
. make a strong impression to secure the object. . I 
am equally impressed with that necessity ; butit 
is not an army on paper that will make that im- 
pression ; and [am convinced, by observation and 
‘experience, that the army proposed by the Sen- | 
ate will long be such. Í am for employing sol- | 
diers in every manner in which they are willing 
to serve. Jam, sir, in favor of employing as many 
regulars as can possibly be procured, aided by | 
every other description of troops that are suited to 
circumstances and to the state of the country. 
Mr. Atsron said he should vote against the 
amendment, not from any fear that the President 
would abuse the power proposed to be placed in 
him, but because he was against making any 
more amendments to the bill which were not ma- 
terial. He thought there were sufficient restric- 


| 


tions in the bill already. Some time will elapse 
before the three-fourths of the men for the six 


| Quebec, 


lan 


regiments are enlisted. The whole subject will 
be before Congress during the session ; and, prob- 


ably, before the men for the six regiments are | | 


raised, Congress will have no difficulty in saying ` 


whether or not the remaining regiments shall be 
raised. 

Mr. Troup observed that, if it were found, 
some time hence, that 25,000 men were unneces- 
sary, Co 


tain part should beraised. It had, in his opinion, 


ngress could at once say, that only a cer- | 


been correctly said, that, if we do not want 25,000 , 


men, we do not want one man. 
man from Pennsylvania doubt that 5,000 men 
will be wanted for the defence of New Orleans ? 
And is it not stated by the Secretary of War, that 
12,000 men will be wanted for the fortifications 
on our seaboard. exclusive of the aid to be de- 
rived from the militia, which takes 17,000 out of 


Can the gentle- | 


a 


the 25,000 men? And is there a man, who basa ; 


knowledge of military affairs, who would be wil- 
ling to sit down before the Gibraltar of America, 
with less than 20,000 men ? In his mind, 
however, the capture of Halifax would be more 
important than Quebec, as from thence may be 
expected the chief attacks upon our commerce; 
but Halifax could not be taken until Quebec was 
first secured. He could see no reason for adopt- 
ing the amendment. 


G 


Mr. McKim said, it was peculiarly the province i 


of Congress to raise armies. Why, then, throw 
the responsibility upon the President, who, by 
honest error of opinion, might use the power 
improperly ? Why should Congress shrink from 
this responsibility ? It is for us, said he, to do 
the whole of the business, and upon us the whole 


responsibility ought to he. For these reasons, | 


he was opposed to the amendment. 
Mr. Canov voted in fav 


favor of raising the whole 25,000 men, because 


he wished to carry the present measure by as latge i 
He believed nothing but the ,, 


a vote as possible. 
most energetic course would answer any purpose. 
The news of the steps already taken have, no 
doubt, passed over the Atlantic. The country 
against whom we are taking measures, may have 
taken her stand. Unanimity and decision in our 
Councils alone can save the country. He be- 
lieved the public sentiment was with Congress; 
but if gentlemen will not, in any instance, sacri- 


fice their opinions, but pertinaciously insist upon } 
amendment after amendment to measures brought | 
forward for our defence, we might be forced into : 
war before we are prepared for it. We ought | 
either to submit, or make an energetic deferce. , 


He perceived that the public sentiment began al- 
ready to doubt whether Congress was really in 
earnest, from the tardiness of their movements. 
He should vote against the proposed amendment 

in order to prevent farther delay. i 


Mr. Biss said, if he understood this bill, it did , 
not contemplate to raise a number of men suffi- | 
The amendment intro- ; 


cient, in case of war. h si 
duced by the Speaker, provided only for the rais- 
ing of six regiments in the first instance, The 


-proposed amendment goes no farther, as it says. 


or of the amendment : 
of the gentleman from Georgia, though he was in . 


gad 
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the officers of the seven remaining regiments shall 
not be appointed, except they shall be found ne- 
cessary. And nothing but the adjustment of our 
differences with Great Britain could prevent this 
necessity. But bope is still entertained by some, 
that these difficulties may still be accommodated. 
He thought the House ought to agree to the prop- 
osition, which could do no possible injury. It 
was introduced in the spirit of compromise to 
meet the views of certain gentlemen, and he 
should vote for it. 


The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
negatived—68 to 55. The votes were the same 
as on the last question, except in two or three 
instances. 

No other amendment being proposed to the 
bill, the question was stated from the Chair, that 
the amendments be engrossed, and, together with 
the bill, be read the third time; and being taken, 
it passed in the aflirmative—yeas 90, nays 35, as 
follows: 

Yxas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett; Abijah Bige- 
low, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus 
Bleecker, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, 
William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph 
Desha; Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Emott, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. 
Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard 
M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner 
Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George 
C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Sam- 
uel McKce, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Sam- 
uel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, 
Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jun., Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, Jolin 
Rhea, Jolin Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, William 
Strong, George Sullivan, Peleg Tallman, John Talia- 
ferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 
junior, Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, David R. Wil- 
liams, William Widgery, Richard Winn, and Robert 
Wright. i 

Naxs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, 
James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., 
William Ely, Asa Fitch, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jack- 
son, jun., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, 
jun., Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Tim- 
othy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, 
William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, Rich- 
ard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, La- 
ban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 


The bill was then ordered to be read the third 
time to-morrow ; and on motion, the Louse ad- 
journed. 


Frinay, January 3. 


Mr. Lacocr presented a petition of Sarah 
Fowler, of Pennsylvania, widow and executrix. 
of the late Brigadier General Alexander Fowler, 
deceased, praying a grant of ten thousand acres. 
of land due to her late husband in virtue of a 
proclamation of the King of Great Britain, of 
the year 1763.—Referred to the Committee of 
Claims. s 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition of Prince Wil- 
liams, free man of color, praying a support, in 
consideration of bodily injuries sustained by a 
fall from the top of the Capitol in the City of 
Washington, whilst in the employ of the public 
as a laborer—Referred to a select committee. 
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Key, and Mr. MaxweLL, were 
appointed the committee. 

Mr. Ruga, from the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred the peti- 
tions of several religious societies in the western 
parts cf Pennsylvania, complaining of the prac- 
tice of travelling with the mail, and opening it 
at the post offices on the Sabbath, reported that, 
however desirable the regulations. for which they 
pray may be, thaf, at this particular crisis of our 
affairs, it is inexpedient to make any alterations 
in this respect.— The report was concurred with. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee on Com- 
merce and Manufactures, reported a bill to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury, under the 
authority of the President of the United States, 
to purchase from Winslow Lewis his patent-right 
to a new method of lighting light-houses, and for 
other purposes. 

(Mr. N. stated that, by this new method, a 
light-house which now consumes 1,400 gallons 
of oil, in a certain period, would be supplied 
by 400 onty.] The bill was twice read, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Bacon moved that the Committee of the 
Whole, to whom was referred the report on the 
petitions of the collectors of the several ports, 
might be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of it, that it might be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, in order to have 
some errors, which had escaped the committee, 
corrected.—Agreed to. 

Mr. Ruea said, that persons entitled to pen- 
sions had found great difficulty in complying 
with the requisitions of the law as it now stood. 
He wished to simplify the business, and, for that 
purpose, offered to the Housea resolution which, 
after some observations from different members, 
and receiving an amendment from Mr. Guotson, 
the Chairman of the Committee of Claims, was 
agreed to, and referred to that committee. 

Mr. Jennines offered a resolution calling upon 
the President of the United States for informa- 
tion respecting the appointment of certain Indian 
agents, &c., in the Indiana awd Illinois Tetrito- 
ries; but some objection being made to it, on 
the ground of a similar resolution having al- 
ready been entered into, it was ordered to lie 
upon the table. 

` Mr. Porter, the Chairman of the Committee 
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of Foreign Relations, said that, it having been 
discovered that there were some parts of the 
bill: for raising a volunteer corps, which re- 
quired correction, and which could be better 
done by the committee who reported it than 
in Committee of the Whole, ie would move 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole from 
the further consideration of the bill, in order to 
recommit it. 

This motion was objected to by Mr. SMILIE, 
a member of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, who said that no meeting of the committee 
had been had, which he thought ought to have 
taken place before a motion of this kind was 
made. He had heard nothing of these corrections 
before, and did not understand the management 
which appeared to attend this business. 

‘The Speaker objected to the term manage- 
ment, as applied to any committee of that House. 

Mr. Smite explained, and, after sume obser- 
vations from other members, the motion to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole was agreed 
to; and the bill recommaitted. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The order of the day being called for, the bill 
for raising an additional force was taken up, and 
read: the third time ; and the question being put, 
Shall the bill pass its third reading ? 

Mr. Suerrey said: Mr. Speaker, it was not 
my intention to have disturbed the tranquillity 
with which this measure has hitherto progressed 
through the House; but considering the deep in- 
terest which this country has at stake, and which 
‘is so intimately connected with the present ques- 
tion, I have thought it my duty to state the rea- 
sons which influence my-vcte. I feel the greater 
solicitude to do so, because, as will have been per- 
ceived in the several stages of the bill under con- 
sideration, I differ essentially with a great ma- 
jority of the representatives of the people of the 
United States. They suppose that this course is 
indispensable to maintain the rights and honor of 
the country, and that the means which they are 
about to provide by this bill are calculated to at- 
tain the ends in view; while I conccive their 
projects pregnant with every mischief—with the 
ruin of our liberties. In the expression of this 
opinion, let me not be understood as disposed in 
auy degree to impeach the purity of their mo- 
tives. I have no doubt that every member acts 
under the high sense of duty which he owes to 
his country, and which the occasion is particularly 
While I make this sincere 
and unsophisticated declaration, I hope a corres- 
pondent indulgence and liberality will be ex- 
tended to me. 

I had hoped, if it was setiously intended to 
change the state of this nation, and to barter the 
blessings of peace,which we have enjoyed for so 
many years, for the evils and calamities of war, 
that the question would have been propounded to 
us in a direct and unequivocal shape; that we 
should have been called upon to determine whe- 
ther the injuries of which we justly complain, are 
to be redressed by the employment of the physical 


force ofthecountry. Ifsuch had been the explicit 
determination of a majority, much as 1 deprecate 
the evils which must inevitably attend a state of 
war, I should have cordially united with them in 
ealling forth our energies and providing the means 
calculated to terminate it speedily and success. 
fully. I should have done so under the guidance 
of the same motives which actuate me in the op- 
position which I make to the bill ‘on your table, 
Viewing war as attended with every evil which 
ambition, corruption, and the indulgence of the 
malignant passions can give birth to, I should 
have inclined to lend my efforts to terminate its 
existence as soon as an honorable peace could 
be secured—that the body politic might tot be 
wholly corrupted by protracting the disease, but 
restored to its healthful state with as little delay 
as possible. It has, however, pleased those who 
direct the affairs of this nation in this House to 
pursue a different course. Instead of designating 
the object for the attainment of which the force 
provided by the bill under consideration is to be 
employed, so far as it respects any declaration of 
this House, that is still unascertained ; so that we 
are reduced to the necessity of opposing the grant 
of the means, because we are opposed to the sub- 
ject to which they are probably to be applied. 
Through this bill, we must perceive the ulterior 
intention of the majority; which, as avowed, is 
nothing more or less than an offensive war against 
Great Britain. 

On a question of so much moment to the coun- 
try, whose peace and happiness is so directly in- 
volved, I had expected that a full, systematic, 
and statesman-like development would have been 
made by some friend of this measure ; not only 
of the causes of complaint which we have against 
Great Britain, and the injuries which we have 
received at her hands, but of the objects of the 
war about to be undertaken, and the means and 
probabilities of securing them. There isa self- 
evident distinction between the causes and the 
objects of war. The one may exist without 
the other. And there may be both good causes 
and substantial objects, and yet it would be the 
grossest folly to precipitate the nation into a war, 
unless, on full reflection, aided by all the wisdom 
and experience we could collect, there appeared 
a fair prospect, that, after the waste of our blood 
and treasure, we could either realize the object 
in controversy, or obtain some substantial equiv- 
alent. We had therefore right to expect—to have 
had placed before us, a view of this subject, cal- 
culated to convince us that we were not forego- 
ing the blessing of peace without a rational ob- 
ject, or without the most distant prospect of mak- 
ing the war anything but a curse to this nation. 
But, instead of such a course—which the ocea- 
sion seemed naturally to require, if our reason is 
to have any share in the decision—nothing has 
been presented to us but highly-colored statements 
of the injustice which has been measured out to 
us by Great Britain. The many injuries which 
we have received at her hands have been detailed 
and repeated by almost every one who has spoken 
in favor of this bill; but there they have stopped. 
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than that under which we labor. Were these 
things as tittle questionable as the course of the 
British Government has been unjust, I should have 
no hesitation in unitiug my efforts to obtain jus- 
tice by force. 

So far am I from admitting that the British 
Government is justified in adopting her Orders 
in Council—the great cause of complaint—that 
I deny both their premises and conclusion. The 
principles upon which they purport to be founded, 
is the right which Great Britain claims to retali- 
ate upon her enemy the evils meditated against 
her by the decree of Berlin. I do most explicitly 
deny the doctrine, that a belligerent can justifia- 
bly annihilate the unquestionable right of a neu- 
tral, because it. may be calculated to distress an 
enemy, or seem. retaliatory of some unjust regu- 
lation adopted by him. It is neither justified by 
reason nor by any principle of public law. Nor 
do I believe Great Britain more correct in her con- 
clusion, that “the Ordersin Council, in their effect, 
would retaliate on her enemy the evils meditated 
against her by him.” On the contrary, it scems 
to me that they had a direct opposite tendency. 
The most important feature in the French Berlia 
decree, was that which was intended to exclude 
from France, and the countries under her contro! 
and influence, British produce and manufactures 
—the blockading part being merely nominal. It 
would either be rigorously executed, or it would 
not. If it could not be executed, (as was then 
generally believed.) the American flag afforded 
the best means of introducing the articles inter- 

., dicted to the Continent; so that the enterprise of 
our citizens, seconded by the habits and wants of 


‘the people who have been accustomed to this | 


commerce, would have reduced the decree to a 
mere shadow. Should, however, the vigor of the 
French Government be competent to effect the 
auti-commercial system, and execute the Berlin 
decree, so as to exclude British products and màn- 
ufactures, there then remained no prospect that 
France would be distressed by the destruction of 
the remaining commerce with her, left to us. We 
furnished her with none of the great necessaries 
of life. Our principal trade was in the colonial 
products, which, by the Berlin decree, and sub- 
sequent municipal regulations, were totally ex- 
cluded, with a view to encourage their growth, 


The distresses of fifty thousand Ameri 
can citizens on board the British ships of war 
have been described in feeling language,and paint- 
ed in glowing colors, particularly by an honora 
able member from Kentucky, (Mr. Jonsson.) . 
Without believing that the actual number ap- 
proaches that supposed, I feel for our unfortunate - 
countrymen in that situation, aud readily admit 
that there is cause of complaint against Great 
Britain, arisiog from that source... But, on this . 
subject, it is important to view the question on 
both sides,.to enable us to ascertain whether we - 
are not claiming more than we can ever ration- 
ally expect to obtain. Our native citizens, or those 
who were members of this community at the close- 
of the Revolutionary war, are unquestionably en-- 
tided to exemption from impressment. But we 
claim it for every person who shall sail under our 
flag—at least, for those that have been natural- 
ized since the period mentioned. I. confess I am 
not disposed to enter into a war for the securit 
on the high seas of the latter class. I think we 
do enough (more than any other Government on 
earth does) when we place those persons upona 
perfect equality, as it respects the enjoyment of 
every right within our territorial jurisdiction, 
So far, no other nation has cause to complain, be- 
cause we do not interfere with any right claimed 
by them, either sanctioned by public law, or of a 
questionable character. But further we cannot 
go, without interfering with the claims of other 
sovereign Powers, sanctioned by long practice 
and acquiescence. Allegiance is duc from every 
person in a social state to some Government. Ip 
the dark ages of superstition and despotism, it 
was claimed as due by divine right; but since 
the dawn of civil liberty, it has been considered 
as a duty growing out of an implied compact be- 
tween the governors. and governed, and indisso- 
luble like other compacts, without the mutual as- 
sent of the contracting parties. On this principle 
is founded the doctrine of perpetual allegiance 
recognised throughout Europe, and the British 
pretensions, by which they reclaim their subjects 
| found on board of our merchant vessels, where 
| they allege they are not entitled to protection, no 
i more than enemy’s property and contraband 
goods, for which they have an unquestionable 
i right to search. ‘hus, while they claim the 
right of impressing their own subjects only, the 
similarity of manners and language, and the 
abuses of power by British officers, causes the 
impressment of many of our native citizens. 

In considering this part of the subject, I deem 
it unnecessary to investigate the justice of the 
doctrine for which Great Britain contends, or 
how far it corresponds with the abstract “right 
iof man ;” I speak of the fact. It is enough for 

us to know that these pretensions exist, have long 
existed, and will not be abandoned. We must be 
conscious that we cannot impose our principles 
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on other nations, with whom it is our interest to 
cultivate a good understanding; but that on 
every subject where our rights or pretensions 
may conflict, both parties must cherish a spirit of 
conciliation and concession, as the only mode by 
which we can be brought together to prevent col- 
lision, from which neither can derive any sub- 
stantial benefit. The question is not what we 
want, but what, under all circumstances, it is pos- 
sible we can get. I have, therefore, long since 
thought that our Government ought to abandon 
the high pretensions of affording security to every 


| this country was exported to the continent of 
Europe, for which we received in return French 
wines, brandies, silks, German linens, and bills 
on London. Of so much more importance was 
this export trade to us than that of our own com- 
merce, that in 1807, before the British Orders in 
Council existed, the domestie exports to France 


lions seven hundred thousand dollars only ; while 
the amount of exports to the same country of 
foreign manufactures and products (chiefly colo- 
nial) was nearly ten millions. In the same year 


| (including Belgium) amounted to about two mil- 
| 


person (even aliens) who should sail under our į the whole of our domestic exports to every part 
flag, and propose some arrangement to Great | of the world, amounted to about forty-eight mil- 
Britain, which, while it gave protection to our | lions and a half; of which the amount I have 
- own native citizen, would prevent our merchants | stated was exported to France, and about twenty- 
from employing any other during the present | eight millions to Great Britain and her possessions 
war. If these stipulations were reciprocal, every | and dependencies, in the four quarters .of the 
substantial object would be answered. Should! globe. Since that time she has acquired the 
Great Britain refuse an overture so manifestly French West Indies, the Isles of France aad 
just, it would afford additional cause of com- | Bourbon in the Indian ocean, the Cape of Good 
plaint, and then we might indulge in the bitter | Hope, the Dutch possessions in Asia and Amer- 
invectives which have been uttered against her. ;ica. To these countries in 1807, while under their 

From what I have said it will be apparent that | former dependence, the exports of domestic pro- 
I do not oppose this measure on the ground that j ducis from the United States amounted to up- 
there is not ample cause of war against Great | wards of four millions of dollars; so that estima- 
Britain. The reverse is explicitly admitted. But | ting our exports to Great Britain and her present 
shall the blood and treasure of this nation be | possessions and dependencies as they stood in 


lavished against the Orders in Council, as so 
much paper, or are we to contend for some sub- 
stantial good, which we should otherwise enjoy, 
and of which their operation deprives us? I pre- 
sume there is scarcely a man in this country, 
however infected he may be with the war mania, 
who could act so madly, as to propose a warfare 
to procure the mere nominal repeal of Orders in 
Council, when it was evident it would be unat- 
tended with a single practical benefit. No! the 
nominal repeal of the Orders in Council is not 

our object. It is the substantial commercial 
benahi whieh you conceive will follow that act, 
that forms the essence of the controversy. The 
unmolested commerce to France and her depend- 
éncies is the hoon for which you are going to 
war. This is the real object, disguise it as you 
will. And it is not the commerce which we for- 
merly enjoyed (as gentlemen would seem tosup- 
pose) which is in controversy. Your export 
commerce to France now consists of our own 
products only, as appears by the letter of the 
French Minister on your lable. Isay our own 
products, because I suppose the privilege which 
has been graciously extended to us, of exporting 
other articles in certain cases under French licen- 
‘ses, will scarcely be insisted on as being anything 
else but an indignity. The municipal regula- 
tions which have been substituted for the Berlin 
decree, so far as it respects the practical effect, 
have destroyed by far the most profitable and im- 
portant branch of our trade to the French Em- 
pire, which consisted in the products and manu- 
factures of other countries. Our merchants were 
in the habit of exporting to the West Indies our 


lions—about two-thirds of the whole amount of 
| our domestic exports to every part of the world. 
| Thus, while we are about engaging in a war for 


| 1807, the amount would be about thirty-two mil- 
[i 


commerce, we abandon the greater, absolutely, 
and contend for the lesser. We relinquish our 
‘commerce with Great Britain and her possessions 
jat the threshold, (for ducing hostilities I presume 
, we shall have none,) and go to war for what we 
: can get of the commerce of France, Italy, Hol- 
iland, Hambnrg, and the Hanse Towns. I leave 
Spain and Portugal and their American prov- 
inces out of the question, as the fate of those 
countries hangs in suspense. 

But this is notall. We may expect to see, and 
| the day is not distant, when the dominions of 
France shall not afford us a market for a single 
article, but all commerce with her shall either be 
jinterdicted by her own Government, or aban- 
| doned by our merchants as unworthy their pur- 
j suit, Ever since the date of the Berlin decree, 
| and the prostration of the Prussian monarchy. 
those who gave themselves the trouble to think, 
and could think, saw that a great and radical 
change in the state of Europe was intended by 
‘the Imperial conqueror, who wields the destinies 
lof the Continent. Whatever the ultimate object 
; might be, it was early perceivable that that mu- 
i tual dependence which exists between commer- 
: cial States, so far as it respected the French Ew- 
| pire, was about to be dissolved, and that it was to 

be dependent no longer upon foreign nations for 
any supplies. To this, every regulation (ex-ter- 
| ritorial or municipal) adopted by its Government 
l has kept a steady eye. They are now staring 


flour, beef, pork, live stock, lumber, &c., for which | you full in the face. You see your trade in the 
they received in return the products of those | colonial products, formerly the most profitable 
islands. The surplus beyond the consumption of | branch of our foreign commerce, totally annihi- 
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and profitable staple of thé South, subjected to 
such enormous impost duties, as almost amount 
to a prohibition, for the avowed purpose of en- 
couraging the culture of that article in Italy, and 
the south of Francé; your flour and provisions 
find no market there, because she has a surplus 
of her own production. The other articles in 
which we are permitted to trade are so inconsid- 
erable in value that they form no serious item in 
the account. Besides all this, you see your mer- 
chants, after having submitted to the injustice of 
French regulations, and the rapacity of French 
officers, compelled to invest the little remnants 
of the proceeds of their cargoes in French silks, 
wines, and brandies, in regulated proportions. 
Sir, this detail ought to convince us that a com- 
merce thus shackled and limited is not worthy 


_ the crusade which is meditated, and that the pros- 


pect as to its future value is:still more gloomy. 
elieve were the Orders in Council repealed to- 
morrow, our commerce to France would not be 
worth two millions, and circumscribed as it al- 
ready is, as long as the anti-commercial system 
continues, we may expect that it will daily di- 
iminish. 

" But we have been told that all calculations, as 
to objects, means, or consequences, are to be laid 
oat of the question, as sordid and low-minded. 
That, feeling ‘our country’s rights violated and 
her honor assailed, we ought to march hecdlessly 
on-to seek redress at every hazard. I confess I 
was astonished to hear such a course recom- 


mended. In the most unimportant concerns of 


life, a prudent man calls to his aid his best reason 
and deliberate judgment. But it seems in the 
great concerns of the nation, where its peace is 
at stake and its future destiny hazarded, we must 
@lose our eyes, set all prudence at. defiance, and 
move boldly on to cur object, and not disgrace 
ourselves by consulting the lessons of wisdom 
and experience which lie in our way. Sir, this 
nation’s honor is the prosperity and happiness of 
the people. I cannot consent to purchase national 
misery, even should it be accompanied with what 
gentlemen call national honor. The abstract 


notions of honor which regulate the conduct of 


individuals, and which are valuable in private 
life; ought not to be a rule of action for wise 
men to whom are committed the affairs of na 
tions—otherwise we might wage perpetual war. 
In the whole history of our Government, pru- 
dence has been considered as essential to regula- 
ting our measures, particularly those which affect 
foréign nations. ` We have not suffered ourselves 
to be led away by our feelings, but were governed 
by the very calculations which gentlemen now 
affect so much to despise. If we had not, we 
should bave waged a Quixotic war long since 
against France. Her decrees were executed with 
thé utmost severity upon our commerce for sev- 


Jeral years, to which has been superadded every 
indignity and insult to which -a nation. can be 
subjected ; yet has it never entered into the ima- 
gination of any ope that our honor réquired we 
should avenge oprselves on the imperial wrong- 
doer by carrying war into his owa, dominions. 
No! it would be considered as a mad and hope- 
less attempt. 
ing tribute (considered as a badge of depend- 
ence) to the Dey of Algiers and other Barbary 
Powers, for the express purpose of securing the 
property of your merchants from capture, and 
your citizens from slavery, when engaged: in a 
conimerce to which you have the most ungues- 
tionable title. You have lately entered iuto a 
compact (for so you will call it) with the Em- 
peror of France, by which it was stipulated, 
that, in consideration of his permission to us tu 
trade to England, (a right which we held in- 
dependent of his control,) we would cause our 
rights to be respected by her. Why were all 
these things suffered and done ? 
honor that is now goading us on to a war with 
Great Britain? Why was war, the only balsam 
to heal our injured honor, not resorted to? There 
is but one answer I can give consistent with the 
respect I owe to the Government. Prudence for- 
bade it. 
evil which affected us, but to make it worse. I 
think so now. 
treasure heal the wounds which the nation’s fan- 
cied honor may have received? Are we to draw 
upon us all the miseries that attend war, and all 
the dangers with which it is surrounded, without 
any practical good in prospect, when perhaps at 
the end of seven years we shall be compelled to 
sit down and acquiesce under the system against 
which the war is waged, merely to have it to say— 
that we acted like men of spirit ? 


You have been in the habit of pay- 


Where was this 


War was not calculated to cure the 


Can the waste of our blood and 


Sir, I fear we have not been sufficiently atten- 


tive to the progress of events which have passed 
before our eyes—events which have affected a 
radical change in the aspect of the civilized 


world. We have attributed the injuries and in- 


dignities which we have experienced to causes 
distinct from the true ones; we have supposed 


that, to the abstract and individual injustice of 
the men who are the rulers of Great Britain and 

France, was to be traced all our evils; when, in 

fact, that injustice was the inevitable result of 

existing circumstances, and when the true sources 

lay much deeper. The present state of the Eu- 

ropean world, is the primary cause from whieh 

those principles that have so seriously affected 

our commerce have received their origin. And 

to me it appears vain to expect that our neutral 

rights will be respected, until the causes which 
have subverted every venérable principle, once 

a rule of conduct between nations, shall no long- 

er exist. We may wake arrangements with 

France for the revocation of her decrees, and , 
with England, for the revocation of her Orders 

in Council. But there will be no permanent se- 
curity; we must participate in the evils (in some 
shape) which have fallen on the community of 
civilized man. 
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Before the 
rope which have grown out of the French Rev- 
olution, the checks afforded by a division of the 
power of the Continent into many distinct sov- | 
erelgnties, gave security even to the weakest. 
There wasa natural jealousy. which was all alive 
whenever any attempt was made by any one to 
infringe the principles which mutual interest, and 
mutual security, had long consecrated. In the 
wars which happened, there were always many 
interested in the preservation of those rights 
which the common consent of all had established 
for the safety of neutrals, who were ready to 
make a common cause against those who should 
violate them, and whom bhelligerents dare not 
provoke to hostilities. Hence neutral rights were 
secure, because there were ample means to en- 
force respect. But the cause of this security no 
longer exists—the effect, therefore, will be looked 
for in vain. There are now but two great Pow- 
ers in Europe—one holding the dominion of the 
ocean, and the other of the iland. They are mu- 
tually interested in the prostration of neutral 
rights, which are always in conflict with bellige- 
rent claims and pretensions. Are we capable 
(against such an immense host, a population of 
perhaps eighty millions) to compel them to yield 
obedience tó our demands? Or who can we.call 
upon to assist us in giving security to the almost 
forgotten privileges of neutrals? There is no 
hope for us as long as the present war continues, 
and continental Europe remains under the domin- 
ion of its Imperial dictator. & 

There is another delusion with which we seem 
to have been carried away, and which follows us 
to the present moment. We have considered 
ourselves of too much importance in the scale of 
nations. It has led us into great errors. Instead 
of yielding to circumstances, which human power 
cannot control, we have imagined that our own 
destiny, and that of other nations,.was in our 
hands, to be regulated as we thought proper. If 
experience is to have any influence over us, we 
may see how grossly we were mistaken hercto- 
fore. The embargo, and all its kindred meas- 
ures, which were to bring the unjust belligerents 
to our feet, have recoiled on ourselves. The 
next thing is war, and this is recommended as a 
certain cure. I fear by the time it is over, we 
shall learn practically, (if we will not learn soon- 
er,) that there are periods in the history of nations 
when not to act is a virtue; when those who 
manage their affairs must accommodate them- 
selves to circumstances, make a choice of evils, | 
and forego a favorite object, because ils attain- 
ment is impracticable, or there is too much haz- 
arded in the attempt. 

In the present state of the European world, if 
we intend to have any intercourse with it, there 
is one of two things we must sooner or later do. 
We must either permit our merchants to carry 
their enterprise to whatever quarter their interest 
or inclination may lead them, without being con- 
sidered as pledged to protect their rights, or re- 
dress their wrongs, when out of our limits, so 
that the hazard, whatever it shall be, will be 


tg 


ee 


will be on amicable terms during the present 
conflict in Kurope—England or France. This 
is a question of prudence, and could have been 
long since easily solved. The commerce of Eng- 
land, and her possessions in every quarter of the 
globe (and it ought to be recollected that we are 
going to war for commerce) in a state of amity, 
Is Open to us, and is of vast importance; the 
commerce of France is very much restricted, and 
comparatively of no value. England can destroy 
our commerce to France—Franee cannot affect 
ours to England. We are secure from the hos- 
tility of France at home and on the ocean, and 
exposed to both from England. But we have 
made the selection of our enemy, and a strange 
selection itis. I should say nothing respecting 
it, were the causes of offence on the part of 
France less than.those on the part of Great Brit- 
ain; but however unjust the conduct of the lat- 
ter may have been, and certainly has been, there 
is no parallel in the perfidy and indignity which 
we have experienced. 

It bas been supposed by some that it is neces- 
sary tu gu lu war to revive and preserve our mar- 
tial spirit. It has been said that nations long en- 
joying the blessings of peace become enfeebled 
and corrupt, and ultimately fali victims to foreign 
dominion or domestic ambition. Holland has 
been mentioned as an example. In point of fact 
the example is not appropriate. She was en- 
gaged in almost all the great wars of the Conti- 
nent during the last century, and some maritime 
wars in which she was principal. There isa 
strong instance of an opposite character in the 
history of Switzerland. She maintained her 
warlike character, her independence, her liberty 
and simplicity, for centuries, though seldoin en- 
gaged in war, until she found her grave in the 
common tomb of European nations—the French 
Revolution. The causes of the degeneracy of 
nations is to be found elsewhere—luxury, in the 
higher classes, consequent misery in the lower— 
with the corruption of morals that follows, are 
among the forerunners (if not the causes) of the 
fall of Empires. But let it be as it may, I am 
not prepared to draw upon the country certain 
evils now, to avoid possible evils hercafier. 

The substantial and leading object of the war 
in which we are about to embark, is the aban- 
donment of the British Orders in Council. It is 
not proposed to effect our purpose by engaging in 
a maritime warfare with Great Britain ; that our 
most sanguine politicians seem to have relin- 
quisbed. But it is supposed that we can either 
compel her to do us justice, or indemnify our- 
selves for her injuries by taking possession of her 
provinces on our Northern frontier. Without 
entering into the question whether a conquest of 
Canada and the provinces to the north and east 
would have either effect, I do not believe that 
such conquest can be effected. ‘The men re- 
quired (the first great war material) cannot be 
obtained. There are great calculations made on 
the spirit of the country, and we are told that 
there is something in the atmosphere of Wash- 
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ington and of this House, which freezes the pat- 
_tiotie ardor which we bring with us from the 
people. That there is a spirit in the country 
capable to resist every attempt on our native soil, 
defend our liberties and independence at every 
hazard, is true; and if the time shall arrive when 
it is necessary to call it forth, it will be found in 
every cottagein the country. But I dodeny that 
the people have become infected with the spirit 
of foreign conquest and foreign war. It is a 
phantom of our own creation. On this subject 
we ought not to be so easily deluded, like credu- 
lous children, particularly after the instructive 
lesson which is before us in the history of this 
country during the Administration of Mr. Adams. 
In 1798 and 1799, such was the profusion of ad- | 
dresses from legislative bodies, county meetings, | 
military associations, &c., breathing nothing but | 
“ pledges of fortunes, lives, and sacred honor,” in 
the prosecution of hostilities against France, that 
that deluded-man really supposed “ the finger of 
Heaven pointed to war.” But how-soon was it 
discovered by those who acted on the faith of 
such professions, that they had mistaken the buz- 
ziug of insects (such as infest large cities and 
popular assemblies) for the public voice; or that 
those who gave the paper pledges considered it a 
mere matter of form, and were offended that they 
should have been understood as if they acted 
with sincerity ; and yet, after what has been said 
by an honorable member from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Stanroro,) it cannot be denied that we 
had not then just claim of war against France. 
Did not her decrees subject to capture and con- 
demnation every vessel and cargo belonging to 
citizens of the United States, if a single article 
was found on board, the product of the British 
soil, or of British industry ? Had thenation not 
been humbled to the lowest degree by the unpre- 
cedented indignity offered to our Ministers ? No 
man can deny it. And yet the public voice con- 
mene’ to oblivion those who promoted that “war 
of principle.” 
_..Lhave said that I did not believe that the num- 
ber of men requisite for the conquest of the 
British provinces can be raised. Much reliance 
has been placed on volunteers, and I have heard 
of many myself whoare ready to march to Can- 
ada, but it happens they are all volunteer officers— 
mėn who wish to aggrandize themselves by the! 
enterprise. There are no volunteer privates. It! 
cannot be seriously supposed that our farmers’? 
sons will leave their own homes, where compe- 
lency and ease rewards their industry, to march 
to Canada to make conquest of those frozen re- 
gions. The same remarks are applicable io the 
army of regulass proposed to be raised. You 
will have officers enough; but where are the pri- 
vaies to he got? 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Finpury) gave us yesterday 
a clear and practical demonstration that our coun- 
try did not furnish the materials for an army. 
We bave a surplus of land and a deficiency of 
labor. Every person who will labor can obtain 
& competency, in the enjoyment of which he is 
‘a free man, subject to the control and under the 
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years. 

I think it may be assumed as a position, gener- 
ally, if not universally true, that no nation can 
be successful in a foreign war of conquest, that 
is not perfectly prepared, when war is conceived 
necessary, to act immediately with effect. We 
are not only destitute of the force necessary for 
which we must wait the slow process of enlist- 
ments, but many other necessaries are not to be 
had, without which we cannot pretend to carry 
the war into Canada. A commentary, humiliae 
ting to the patrons of this bill, on our readiness 
to prosecute such a war, is to be seen in the letter 
of the Secretary of War, recommending the pas- 
sage of a law permitting the importation of such 
British goods as would enable the Government 
to comply with our Indian treaties, and the state- 
ment made by an honorable member (Mr. Har- 
PER) on this floor, that there were no blankets, 
nor any to be had, an article so necessary to ena- 
ble the soldier to encounter the inclemency of 
winter in the high northern latitudes; unless, in- 
deed, it is contemplated to make the conquest 
during the Dog days, to enable the troops to re- 
turn to a more genial climate before the approach 
of cold weather—a circumstance, I confess, not 
very probable. 

It has been supposed by some that the conquest 
of the British provinces is easily accomplished. 
That it is only necessary to erect our standard in 
Upper Canada, and promise the inhabitants lib- 
erty and independence, (according to the late 
French mode.) and that they will flock around it, 
and assist in humbling their oppressors. Nothing 
ean be more vaio and visionary. Many of the 
inhabitants of Upper Canada are natives of the 
United States, who have been attracted to that 
country either by the nature of its Government, 
or by the advantages which it holds out to emi- 
grants. If these people love your liberty so en- 
thusiastically as to engage in treason to establish 
it, why have they exchanged it for the colonial 
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that country. 
But it is'stated that we may borrow. 


‘expenses of the Governm 
` payment of interest and annuities, and the ulti- 
mate redemption of the principal. This will re- 


“vations, and deprived (for want of commerce) of | ple; 


the ordinary means to pay. Should it, however, 
_be practicable for the Govecinent to borrow 
‘even to the extent of the whole annual expendi- 
ture, including the peace expenses, at the end of 
“three years, (the shortest period we can pussibl 
“suppose the war to last,) we shall be saddled with 


a debt of one hundred and thirty millions, a much | belligerents: 
n that incurred as the price of our | her own existence, 
And if lam not much mistaken | from the attempt to subju 


_‘ larger debt tha 
‘independence. 
‘as to every other object, if we end where we be- 
“gan, the friends of the country will have great 
cause to rejoice. 

Sir, I see many dangers which may follow 
“even a successful war. We have been taught, 
‘ever since the dawn of freedom, that standing 

. armies were dangerous to liberty. The sages 
‘and heroes who laid the foundation of our inde- 
“pendence, and who erected and supported the 

“fair ‘edifice, not only cherished this jealousy 

“ (handed down to them from their forefathers) 

_, during their own times, but in their public acts, 

_ designed for posterity, they endeavored to incul- 
cate it into the minds of those who should live 
‘after them. But there has been of late a strange 
. revolution of sentiment. Standing armies are 

‘* now supposed to be constructed of different ma- 

terials, breathing nothing but the purest patriot- 
“ism, and acting only for their country’s good. 

_ "Sir, standing armies are always the same; the 

“materials which compose them, and the subordi- 

- nation to which they are subject, fits them to be- 
` come part of a machine regulated and moved by 

those who command them. And their interest 
. generally happens to conflict with the rest of the 
. community. If ever there was an army that 
-possessed patriotism beyond others in their situa- 
tion, it was the army of our Revolution. And 
yet I believe, had it not been for the virtues of 
that man to whom, under Divine Providence, we 
` are indebted for our liberties—whose like, I fear, 
- we shall never again see—the army who fought 


} 
“quire taxation—not much relished at any time— | tween political parties. 
cand which must be oppressive at a time when | Pulteneys.the Foxes, the Pitts, and the Gren- 


ithe people are necessarily subjected to many pri- | villes of England, all acted on the same princi- 


The Walpoles and the 


they did the very acts, when in, which they 
reprobated as pregnant with every evil, when owt. 
I leave to others to say whether our American 
parties act more consistently. 
here is one consideration distinct from all 
others, which ought to inspire us with caution in 
entering into the contest between the two great 
England is contending not only for 
but in doing so, she secures us 
gate us to the power of 
France, to which we should be otherwise ex- 
posed. I feel myself under no obligation for any 
good intention towards us on her part; it isa 
sense of her own danger, and her struggle for 
security that produces the effect; but the fact 
is unquestionably so. Viewing the character of 
him who has enslaved Europe, I cannot believe 
otherwise than that if England shall fall, we 
shall not remain unassailed. It is said other ob- 
jects more important will occupy his ambition, 
The miser may prefer an English to a French 
guinea, but that does not convince me that he 
would not take both, could he get them. . Those 
who have paid any attention to the natureof the 
human heart, and to the history of man, must 
know that ambition, like avarice, is never satis- 
fied. Those with whom it is the ruling passion, 
proceed from conquest to conquest, and after hay- 
ing subjugated the whole world, dissolve in tears, 
because there is not another world to conquer. 
What encouragement is there then left for us in 
a war where victory is defeat, and success, ruin! 
We hav been emphatically asked, (by Mr. 
Sreaxer,) “ what arc we to gain by peace w I 
was astonished at the question. What are we to 
gain by peace? What are we not to lose by 
war? Liberty! security! and happiness! are 
the great blessings which we hazard! Leave me 
these, and take your trade to the Continent, or 
your Orders in Council. With all the difficulties 
which we encounter, and the ills which befall us, 
we arestill the freest aud happiest nation on which 
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the sun shines. I fear, sir, we shall draw upon us 
the just displeasure of Heaven, if we estimate 
her bounties, lavished upon us with such a pro- 
fuse hand, so lightly. 

Some gentlemen who are advocates of the 
measures recommended by the Committee of 
Foreign Relations, but who are enemies of war, 
suppose that it will not be necessary to employ, 
or even raise the force contemplated; they be- 
lieve that whenever Great Britain discovers that 
we are determined to maintain our rights by force, 
she will abandon her unjust pretensions, and ren- 
der us ample justice. Could I seriously suppose 
such an effect to follow these preparations, I 
would (much as I deprecate the expense and the 
other evils which attend them) unite with them 
most cordially in their purpose. But gentlemen 
ought to be cautious how they calculate upon the 
fears of Great Britain. We have made experi- 
ments of the embargo, non-intercourse, and non- 
importation, all addressed to, and intended to oper- 
ate upon her through the medium of the same 
passion, but we found ourselves mistaken. 
you consult her history, you will find that she 
has never been driven from her purpose by the 
threatening attitude of her enemy, and:I assure 
you this is not the time for hertobegin. Should 
she continue in her course, your preparations not- 


On motion of Mr. Morrow, a committee was 
appointed to inquire into the expediency. of con- 
firming the northern boundary of the State of 
Ohio, as designated by the Constitution of that 
State; and of providing by law for the actual 
surveying of the Western boundary lines of the 
said State; to report by bill. or otherwise. Mr, 
Morrow, Mr. Lacock, Mr. Dessa, Mr. WILSON, 
and Mr. Ponp, were appointed the committee. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The bill for raising an additional military force, 
was then taken up. 

Mr. Ruea said, that when he contemplated the 
Message of the President, communicated at the 
begioning of this session of Congress, and the 
clear, distinct, and comprehensive view of the re- 
lations of the United States with foreign Puwers 
therein presented, very little, indeed, appeared to 
remain to be said on the subject embraced by the 
resolutions reported by the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, or on the subject more particularly 


If | under consideration. 


Mr. R. observed, that he did not altogether ap- 
prove of the bill in its present form, but he would 
vote for it, believing it was the best, at this time, 

! that could be obtained. 
The President of the United States is the Con- 


withstanding, what will those gentlemen do, who | stitutional organ of information to this nation— 
are for showing a bold front, but are against war? | what he proclaims to be a fact, is entitled to the 
Will they then disband the Army, or will they i highest credit, and is to be belicved. More than 
not he compelled to go ou, let the consequences | one year has elapsed since he proclaimed to the 


be what they may. 

Sir, I have detained you and the House longer 
than I expected. I feel grateful for the attention 
which has been bestowed, and the indulgence 
which has been extended to me. Permit me, be- 
fore J sit down, to appeal to your judgment, and 
pray you not to engage in the great European 
contest, from which, when once embarked, there 
is no receding, and the consequences of which 
cannot be foreseen. Until the waters subside, 
and the ancient landmarks of the world reappear 
above the flood, abandon not your ark of safety. 
Venture not on the boisterous ocean, while the 
billows are running mountain high, and the tem- 
pestis raging. If you do, I fear you will go to 
the bottom. 

After Mr. Sasrrey had concluded, Mr. Rasa 
said he wished to deliver his sentiments on the 
passage of the bill, but, as it was late, he moved 
an adjournment, which was carried. 


Sattrpay, January 4. 


Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, presented a bill to establish a land 
district in the Illinois Territory, east of the Dis- 
trict of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain public 
lands to the District of Jeffersonville; which was 
read twice. and committed toa Committee of the 
Whole on Tuesday next. 

The bill from the Senate, “for the establish- 
ment of a quartermaster’s department,” was read 
twice, and referred to the Committec on the Mil- 
itary Establishment. 


i people that the dcerees of France were revoked, 
‘so far as rclated to the neutral commerce of the 
United States; and at the commencement of this 
; session of Congress, he intimates, in his Message, 
successive confirmations of the extinction of those 
decrees, so far as they violated our neutral com- 
merce. These obuoxious decrees, then, certainly, 
are so far revoked. In his said Message, the 
President informs that the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States to France has carried 
out with him the necessary instructions relative 
to wrongs done to the commerce of the United 
į States by France, and to the restoration of the 
American property seized and condemned; the 
result of which will be communicated to Con- 
gress. For these reasons, he would not at present 
investigate the relations of the United States 
with France, or with Denmark, or Russia, or 
with any other Power on the Continent of 
Europe. The report of the Committee on For- 
| eign Relations, and all the measures of a warlike 
| nature growing out of that report, are avowedly 
| pointed at England. When it becomes expedi- 
lent and right for me, said Mr. R.. to take into 
t consideration the relations of the United States 
with France, if it ever shall so be, they shall, by 
me, be considered and acted on without respect 
ior partiality to persons or things. It has been 
l said that the United Siates are at peace; but if 
| they be at peace, it is a peace of its own kind. It 
is a peace of suffering sacrifice—a peace in which, 
for several years past, the United States have 


| been enduring ail manner of possible injuries and 


oppressions inflicted by England, without doing 
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one act of hostility in retaliation. But the Presi- 
dentin his Message informs Congress, and this 
nation, “that the British Cabinet perseveres in 
‘ the execution, brought home to the threshold of 
t our territory, of measures which, under existing 
‘ circumstances, have the character, as well as the 
t effect, of war on our lawful commerce.” This 
declaration, of the highest authority, sufficiently 
exposes and explodes the upinion that the United 
States are at peace. 

It has also been asked, “did you ever know 
Great Britain to have been drove from her ob- 
ject?” This question is answered directly in the 
affirmative. Yes, Mr. Speaker, the Revolution- 
ary war, which terminated in the independent 
sovereignty of the United States, presented to 
the world a sublime fact, manifesting that Great 
Britain was driven from her object. Her object 
then was to seize in her unrelenting fangs, and to 
rend in pieces, the innocent and unoffending peo- 
ple of this nation, at that time few in number, 
and ill prepared to meet the mighty enemy; but 
He, who rules the nations, had determined to 
separate the people of this nation for ever from 
Great Britain—and, in the end, Great Britain 
was driven from her object. This, however, is 
not all—the defeat of every coalition of European 
Powers, instigated by England against the French 
revolution, gives irresistible evidence of Great 
Britain being driven from her object. If war 
shall be with England, it has not been desired or 
provoked by the United States. Not long after 
the Treaty of Peace, England began her course 
of inimical depredations, and increasing them in 
number and in magnitude, in proportion from 
the time of their beginning, has steadily perse- 
vered ‘in the execution of them to the present 
day; and all that time the United States have 
persevered in their endeavors, by negotiation. to 
obtain an amicable settlement of differences. Yes, 
they have persevered, in a manner bordering too 


“near to humiliation, to avoid war and to live at 


peace; but every friendly proposition has been 
rejected, and it seems as if nothing but the re- 
duction of this nation to a servile state of colonial 


_ existence, can satiate the appetite of voracious 


England. If, then, war shall be, let England 


‘ look to it—human blood, in the event, will be 


poured out, and will flow to increase that ocean 
of blood which loudly calls for retribution. In 
relation to the issue of a war, the United States 
have nothing to fear; for on this side is arrayed 
eternal justice, unfurling her flaming standard 
and conducting to victory. 

‘This subject has been treated as if the United 
States had no cause of war with England, and 


as if they were wantonly provoking war: this 


leads to consider the causes of war; the means of 
carrying on war, and the object of war. But it 


“is asked, will you go to war for commerce? It 
` is answered, England has been at war for com- 


merce the greatest part of two hundred years; 


“and shall not the United States protect their 
‘commerce, in which is involved the safety of 
‘their seamen and the rights of the people? 


The causes of war which this nation has are 


many. England has violated the sovereignty of 
the Unjted States in many particulars: every im- 
pressment of an American seaman is a violation 
of that sovereignty—thousands of them have 
been impressed and refused to be restored; pro- 
perty of citizens of the United States, to a great 
amount, has been unlawfully captured and con- 
demned; and England has refused indemnifica- 
tion. Pierce was murdered, and his’ bones are 
crumbling into dust, near the bones of those who, 
in the direful prison ship Jersey, at New York, 
were sacrificed to appease the wrath of the of- 
fended majesty of England. Although an atone- 
ment has been made by promise, and accepted, 
for the murderous attack on the Chesapeake, the 
blood of the ill-fated American seaman who was 
forced from that unresisting ship (and afterwards, 
under a name, tyrant-like, imposed on him, was 
murdered on a gallows at Halifax) has not yet 
changed its color. What shall be said of the 
many forgeries of American ship-papers, and of 
the many counterfeitings of the American flag, 
whereby that flag, the sovereign ensign of this 
Union, became a shame and disgrace, and a by- 
word among the nations of Continental Europe; 
and the loss of a great quantity of the property of 
the citizens of the United States in consequence 
thereof accrued? What shall be said of the dis- 
avowal of the arrangement made in good faith 
by the United States with Mr. Erskine, the ac- 
credited Minister of England? But it was disa- 
vowed, and that disavowal was a just cause of 
war. By the Treaty of Amiens, England, then 
in possession of Malta, stipulated to surrender it 
to the Grand Master of the order of St. John of 
Jerusalem; England afterwards refused to sur- 
render Malta to that order, and war, for that vio- 
lation of a solema agreement, was by France 
recommenced, and has since continued with una- 
bating fury. Let the many voluminous docu- 
ments containing all the diplomatic correspond- 
ence between the United States and England, by 
their respective Ministers, on the subject of exist- 
ing differences, be read over, and the astonished 
reader wiil turn from them with disgust; for they 
present, on the part of England, want of faith, 
and a determination to do nothing by negotiation: 
and good faith and a strong desire on the part of 
the United States to do nothing without negotia- 
tion, endeavoring thereby to preserve peace with 
England. 

What shalt be said of the domineering inter- 
ference in the Florida business? or òf the en- 
couragement given by England to citizens of the 
United States to violate the laws of their own 
Government? What shall be said of the late 
attack on the frigate President? Will it be said, 
that, notwithstanding all these monstrous viola- 
tions of the sovereignty of this nation, and of 
every moral principle, there is no cause for war 
against England? Let the declaration be boldly 
avowed. that he who makes it may be known. 

But it has been said that war will endanger 
our Republican institutions; and that a Republi- 
ean Government cannot stand the shock of war. 
If this doctrine be true, that a Republican Gov- 
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ernment cannot stand the shock of war in vindi- 
cation of its inalienable and moral rights, it is 
bad, indeed—worse than bad—not worth con- 
tending for—a Government not able to defend 
itself against all aggression ought ta be changed ; 


but the Government of the United States is not 


a Government of this description. The Consti- 
tution of the United States, in the development 
of its principles, will manifest that the Govern- 
ment of this nation is as strong, it not stronger, 
than any Government in the world, and for this 
plain reason, that it is a Government of the 
people. 

The sovereign people of this nation know all 
these things, and it was almost unnecessary to 
have taken this cursory view of those many 
causes of war. Many of the people of these 
United States know by sad experience that these 
things are true. It is intimated that the United 
States have not the means to carry on a war: 
certainly the true state of the resources of this 
nation had not been maturcly considered. The 
late census will manifest a powerful population 
—provisions of every species plentifully abound, 
and money to carry on a war can be obtained 
without the aid of direct taxation; arms, and a 


„sufficient quantity of every munition of war, of 


the manufacture of the United States, is nearly, 
But it has been observed 
that the United States cannot supply their arm- 
ies with necessary clothing: to this it isanswered, 
let the manufactures of the United States be 
declared to be preferred to those of foreign coun- 
tries; let a fair price be offered for cloth made of 
wool, of cotton, of flax, and of heinp; let the citi- 
zens be assured that their manufactures will be 
purchased in preference to the manufactures of 
foreign nations; and there is no doubt but that, 
within six months after issuing such a declara- 
tion, there will be ready to be. delivered a most 
abundant supply of every article of clothing, and 
whatever may be necessary for the army; and the 
several articles will be of better texture and wear 
longer, and ata price as low, if not lower, than 
foreign manufactures fit for the same use. Let 
the citizens only know that the Government will 
depend on them for a sufficient supply of those 
articles for the armies, and they will be provided ; 
there is plenty of wool, cotton, flax, and hemp. 
Let the declaration be made, and the women of 
this nation of every rank who can, will set them- 
selves to the work, in which they will emulate 
each other. and glory in the business of providing 
cloth which is to go to clothe some of the brave 
men who will be engaged in the war. So long 
as foreign manufactures, probably of the worst 
kind, are preferred to our own manufactures, 
what hope can there be of a good supply? Tf 
war be, said Mr. R. it appears at present to me, 
that the objects are to recover the seamen of the 
United States from British slavery—to have com- 
plete indemnity for all the property of citizens of 
the United States, wrongfully captured and con- 
demned by Great Britatn—and a complete guar- 
antee against impressing Amerivan seamen—and 
against capturing American property 1n future. 


That all that part of North America which joins 
tbe United States on the Northeast, North, and 
Northwest, shall be provided for in a. mode 
which will forever thereafter put it out of the 
power of Great Britain, or of any British trader, 
agent, or factor, or company of British traders, to 
supply Indian tribes with arms and ammunition; 
to instigate and excite Indians to disturb and 
harass our frontiers, and to murder and scaip 
helpless women and children—and last, but not 
least, to secure and irrevocably fx that grand 
maritime principle, “that free ships shall make 
free persons and free goods;” and then, and not 
until that is established, will the sovereiga rights 
of the United States, relative to commerce, be 
completely established, and the ocean be, what 
the Creator designed it to be, the highroad of 
nations. 

When, on the records of Eternity, an appor- 
tionment of great men was made to the several 
nations of the human family, a full proportion 
was allowed to England. England, indeed, has 
had her Shakespeare and Milton, who explored 
all the regions of fancy and imagination. Eng- 
land has had her Newton and Locke. The first 
investigated and explained the laws of matter 
and motion; the last penetrated the inmost re- 
cesses of the human soul, and made the whole 
internal world his own. England has had a 
Hampden and a Chatham, the ever to be cele- 
brated true political friends of the liberties of 
their country. England has also had her Tillot- 
son, Sherlock, and Porteus, to whom may be 
added Usher and Pearson, whose writings and 
lectures, almost divine, on moral and theological 
subjects, were sufficient to have persuaded a na- 
tion to virtue and goodness—and England has 
lately had a Sir William Jones, of incomparable, 
stupendous genius; of the most extensive erudi- 
tiou in languages, arts, and sciences; of the most 
profound knowledge of morality, politics, and re- 
ligion; a man whose conduct in life eminently 
corresponds with his knowledge in the practice 
of virtue, morality, and religion—a man who was 
adequate to the salvation of a sinking nation. 
Yes, England has had these and many other 
illustrious men, all of whom shone like stars of 
the first magnitude; and what benefit has Huglaud 
derived from the example and writings of these 
illustrious men? Has England learned from 
them that for a nation to be truly great and goud. 
it must be, and continue to be, in the practice of 
those moral duties which cement individuals and 
nations, and which inculeate the grand moral 
principle of * not doing to others what we would 
not that others would do untous?” Has such been 
the conduct of England towards the world—to- 
wards the United States? Let a history of the 
two nations, in relation to each other since the 
Treaty of Peace, be recorded, and it will answer, 
emphatically, with a murmur dreadful as the 
sound of death—No! 

The President in his Message has informed 
Congress * that the period is now arrived which 
claiins from the legislative guardians of the na- 
tional rights a system of more ample provisions 
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for maintaining them.” Thisd 

be misunderstood—from it the following conclu- 
sions evidently are deduced : that all prospect of 
a successful termination of differences by negoti- 
ation with England is at an end—that negotiation 
js done—that a system of more ample provisions 
to guard the rights of this nation is now neces- 
sary—that is, a system more ample to support the 
national rights, than the system of negotiation. 
For, (says the Message,) “ notwithstanding the 
‘scrupulous justice, the protracted moderation, 
‘and the multiplied efforts on the part of the Uni- 
‘ted States, to substitute for the accumulating 
t dangers to the peace of the two countries, all the 
: mutual advantages of re-established harmony and 
* confidence, we have seen that the British Cabinet 
‘ perseveres, not only in withholding a remedy for 
t other wrongs, so long and so loudly calling for it; 
‘ but in the execution, brought home to the thresh- 


t old of our territory, of measures, which, under : 


‘existing circumstances, have the character, as 
* weil as the effect, of war on our lawful commerce. 
‘With this evidence of hostile inflexibility, in 
t trampling on rights which no independent nation 
‘van relinquish, Congress will feel the duty of 
* putting the United States into an armor and an 
‘t auitude demanded by the crisis, and correspond- 
‘jing with the national spirit aud expectations.” 


The Message then goes on—“I recommend, ac- ; 


‘eordingly, that adequate provision ought to be 


| United States to adopt! Such threatened retali- 
! ation, if adopted, will be exactly in unison, and 
‘ perfectly accord in principle, with that species of 
j retaliation which Eugland insists she adopted, by 
: her Orders in Council, against France, for her 
i Berlin and Milan decrees. es 
: This mode of retaliation amounts to this: A 
l strikes B, and B afterwards strikes A; A, as he 
| says, retaliates, and beats B; afterwards B sues A 
| in a court of justice for damages. Ought judg- 
! ment 10 be rendered for A, the first assailant, on 
| the ground of retaliation, or rather justification ? 
| Who will say it ought? But it may be said that 
| there is no tribunal wherein which this cause be- 
i tween the United States and England may be 
itried. Yes, sir, there is a tribunal that will ren- 
| der righteous judgment—the very same just tri- 
: bunal. who presided over the last great trial be- 
: tween the United States and England. 

: The President in his Message has performed 
| his Constitutional duty tothis nation; he has clear-. 
i ly given his opinion on the inefficacy of negotia- 
‘tion; he has apprized Congress of, the state of 
| things, and recommended measures to meet the 
| approaching crisis; all weight of responsibility is 
, now therefore on Congress, and Congress is re- 
: sponsible to this nation; there is no turning or 
winding whereby the responsibility arising on this 
most important question, cau be evaded. And let 


i} 
i 
i it be remembered, that in this question is involved 


‘made for filling the ranks and prolonging the ; the sovereign rights of the United States, And 
‘ enlistments of the regular troops; foran auxiliary | now, Mr. Speaker, after expressing my grateful 
‘ force, to be engaged for a more limited time; for | acknowledgments to you and tu this House, for 
‘the acceptance of volunteer corps; for detach- ' the attention evidently manifested to me, I will, - 
‘ments of the militia.” This-then is the system | for the present, forbear saying any more on the 
whieh the President recommends to be substitu- | subject. 

ted for the ineffectual system of negotiation; a| Mr. Pickens.—Mr. Speaker, it is with much 
system which he would not have recommended ; diffidence that I rise to offer my sentiments on 
if he. had entertained any prospect of settlement | this great subject, especially after the length of 
by nevotiation, over which the Constitution has : debate which has aiready tried the patience of 
vested him with all power. Notwithstanding all; this assembly. But, called to the decision of a 


this, it has been surmised that negotiation with 
England is still going on. 
not possible—the suspicion is unworthy of the 
Chief Magistrate of this nation; for, in what 
manner, or how, can he negotiate? He has 
nothing, nor can he-have anything to offer to 
England until England shall revoke her Orders 


Mr. Speaker, this is | 


| question involving matters of solemn interest to 
my country, I hope to be indulged in a few re- 
; marks. ; 

| The peaceful habits of our citizens; the inde- 
| pendent resources of our country; the unexam- 
! pled share of civil liberty we enjoy, and the 
genius of our Republican institutions, all con- 


in Council, so that they shall cease to violate the | spire to render war unwelcome. I will, there- 
neutral rights of the United States; and England | fore, be among the last to call my countrymen 
deelares she will not so revoke her Orders in ; from the pursuits of civil life, while there is any 
Council, until the United States shall compel ‘alternative left whereby our national rights can 
France to admit the manufactures of England— i be defended in peace. With this impression I 
a demand unreasonable, unjust, with which the ‘ have attentively heard all the arguments ad- 
United States have nothing to do. Let France| vanced in opposition to the bill before us, both 
and England battle out their own disputes, the | while it was in the form of a resolution, aad 
United States have business plenty of their own, | since it has assumed iis present shape, in hopes 
with each of these Powers to manage, without j that some such alternativé might be proposed; 
interfering with that which belongs to either, | for if any such had existed, I cannot for a mo- 
against the other; and besides all this, the United | ment suppose that it could have escaped the no- 
States are threatened in the most insulting man- | tice of gentlemen of such ample abilities as those 
‘ner that if they do not repeal the non-importation | who have so fully argued in opposition to the 
law, it will lead to measures of retaliation; so | principle of this bill. In this hope, however, I 
then, England, the original aggressor threatens ; have been entirely disappointed, No substitute 
to retaliate on the United States, for a measure | for this measure has as yet been proposed. 

which England, by her injustice, compelled the | When we are told of the evils attendant on a 
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state of things such as this measure will produce, 
the argument is but half made; we all must be 
confident that such is our situation, that evils 
will attend any coursé we can take. That evils 
attend our present position is evident to every 
man; and evils incalculable must visit our coun- 
try, if we continue to slumber, while rights so 
essential to our national importance, and indi- 
vidual prosperity, are sweeping away. It has 
been regretted by an honorable gentleman who 
yesterday addressed you, that “the object as well 
as the cause of war had not been defined before 
these preparations were made.” These are in- 
timately connected together, and have become so 
familiar to every one as not to be capable of mis- 
understanding. ` The cause and object of this pre- 
paratory proceeding ‘seems perfectly well known 
in this House, and they are equally known to the 
people at large, whose interests and feelings are 
so much affected. If it was the understanding 
of that gentleman, the object should have been 
formally decided on by an act or resolution of 
this House, as was the opinion of another gen- 
tleman from the same State, (Mr. Ranpowrn,) 
in his remarks some time ago, a slight view of our 
situation will point to the impolicy of such an 
order of proceeding. The nature of our military 
strength consisting, in times of peace, of militia— 
the great extent over which our population is 
scattered, and the freedom of discussion peculiar 
in this country as to matters of public notice, 
will at all times render it impracticable to put 
the country in a complete state of preparation 
for defence in a very short time, Without a 
single soldier enlisted, would it be prudent to in- 
vite the hostile acts of an enemy by making it 
known that we were determined to resist by 
force the infringements of our rights ? i 

As to the various injuries and insults which 
have been heaped on our country by the foreign 
belligerents, and which are yet increasing from 
Great Britain, they are topics sufficiently ex- 
plained, and but too well! understood. 

Tt is admitted by every gentleman who has 
spoken on the subject, that we have a good cause 
of war with that nation, and that this cause has 
existed ever since the Orders in Council were 
‘issued. Yet the honorable gentleman yesterday 
contended that the inhuman practice of impress- 
ing our seamen is not a sufficient reason for so 
scrious a contest; that we permit foreigners 
naturalized to enter our ships, and. therefore, as 
the doctrine of expatriation is abused, the British 
cruisers have a right to reseize their subjects, in 
doing which mistakes may sometimes be made. 
Can we inthis way reconcile the cries of our 
citizens; our native citizens, consigned to slavery 
in the ships of another nation? But supposing 
this cause, so shocking (o humanity, lo be un- 
worthy of defence; the other ground, arising more 
from our interest; and which is admitied to be 
a good cause of war, cannot be weakened by it. 
We are asked by the same honorable member 
“why our nation has not long ago resisted by 
force the acts of the British Government, when 
the same cause then existed?” If it was a ne- 


cessary consequence that because we have been 
too patient heretofore, we ought to continue so; 
it may be observed that our Government entered 
an early protest against the ediets of both bellig- 
erents, and have continued to press the justice of 
our claims for a repeal of them; and, finally. the 
proposition arising from the act of May, 1810, 
which we considered an appeal to their interests 
equally, had the effect of neutralizing one ofthem, 
so far as to cease offering us causes of war. And 
until then we had two enemies, each of whom 
was a nation the most formidable of the modern 
world, holding between them the seals of Europe. 
And not till February last, shortly before the 
close of the last Congress, did Great Britain single 
herself out against us. If policy, therefore, can 
be a consideration for greater forbearance, when 
we have two great enemies than when we have 
one only, we have this consideration for the dif- 
ference to be observed in the mode of resistance, 
which, in point of strict right, might have been 
always vigorous since the year 1806. And cer- 
tainly the honorable gentleman will allow us to 
calculate in this way, inasmuch as he has called 
on us to count the amount of loss we have sus- 
tained by the Orders in Council, to ascertain whe- 
ther our rights infringed by them are worth de- 
fending. ‘To show this, we are told of the amount 
of exports to France during the year_1807, from 
the entry in the custom-house books. From which 
it would appear, that our clearauces of produce 
for French ports during that year, amounted 
only toa little more than two millions, while those 
for the English ports amounted to upwards of 
twenty-eight millions. I confess Iam but little 
conversant in commercial transactions, but I be- 
lieve it is known from various causes, the clear- 
ances from our ports for those of France, in the 
year alluded to, were unusually smali, and even 
bore a small proportion to the trade that actually 
did reach the French ports from ours. If so, the 
custom-house books could not be a fair criterion 
of the amount. even during that year. It is also 
worthy of notice that during the same year the 
blockade of the northern coast of'France was in 
foree, which must have had great influence on 


the result of that year’s exports, Other causes ' 


might have operated during the period to which 
our attention has been called, as the Orders in 
Council have ever since done, to diminish the 
amount of our trade to many ports of the Conti- 
nent of Europe. Our country, through every class 
of its citizens, feels sensibly the effects of that 
systcm of maritime plunder arising from the edicts 
of the belligerents, which has no parallel in the 
civilized world. It will be hard to convince us, 
contrary to the evidence of our own senses, that 
our losses are trivial. But suppose the object in 
dispute to have been as small as you please, even 
less than the expense of defending it, is it there- 
fore a consequence that we are to abandon it? 
If we get in the habit of valuing our rights. to see 
whether they are worth the cost of defending. we 
may squander them all by retail. If this calcu- 
lating principle had been the order of the day at 
the eve of our Revolution, would the pitiful tax 
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it was the principle our ancestors contended for, 
and it is the principle now which we view as of 
most importance. The same honorable member 
has exposed the idea of contending against the 
Orders in Council as mere quixotism—as mere 
windmill attack—mere fighting against paper! 
I would ask if the seizure of our property bound 
to a lawful market is only paper? Is the practi- 
cal enforcing of the blockades of an extensive 
coast, mere paper? If so, I wiil ask, whether on 
the same principle, the oppressive measures of 
that Government, which led to our independence, 
were paper. 

The next exception his imagination suggests, 
is to an argument in favor of this bill, which, I 
will venture to say, never existed but in imagi- 
nation: “that to raise the military genius of the 
nation would be a sufficient object of war.” cs 
ideal argument is assailed with as little mercy 
as Don Quixote ever altacked a windmill. God ' 
knows, we have real cause evough for war with- | 
out the aid of fancy! It is rather unaccountable 
that a genius for chivalry had held in such ridi- 
cule the idea of defending national honor—a prin- 
ciple which he applauds in private life, but holds 
as not worthy a nation’s while to contend for. And 
to prepare us for the degrading terms of submis- 
sion to foreign usurpation, we are told that we 
have paid tribute to the Barbary Powers! Honor 
isa rule between equals only. If we have found 
it expedient to purchase terms from a Power but 
tittle removed above our Western savages, will | 
it therefore follow that such terms.are admissible | 
between two civilized and independent States? , 
Here honor isa principle so useful, that other 
blessings cannot long be useful without it. 

Again, we are asked, if we will attempt the 
“ideal project of contending for national law, 
which has long since been buried under French 
domination?” It is but too true that, between 
the two belligerents, this great. law has been 
trampled on and disregarded ; but its‘principles, I 
hope, will forever survive, and I trust we will 
unite in the measure proposed, to vindicate and 
quicken its dying spirit. In this, much rests on 
us, we are the only nation on earth to whom this 
task is now intrusted. 

I view this period asone so eventful that any step | 
we can take, may prove important, not merely in 
its immediate consequences, but during our history 
as a commonwealth. It is of lasting moment to 
a nation, aspiring to an equal and honorable rank 
among its neighbors, that none of its annals should 
be stained with the voluntary relinquishment of 
any of its rights. Precedent becomes as much a 
law in national concerns, as in our tribunals of jus- 
tice. What we now abandon without spirited 
resistance, we need never expect togain. History 
affords no instance of a nation securing, or suc- : 
cessfully resisting encroachments on its sovereign- 
ty, when this resistance has been weak and timid. 
On the contrary, does not all experience show, 
that in proportion as a nation is found regardless 
of injuries, even of minor consequence, in that 


has held the reins of that Kingdom, encroach- 
ments were made with the greatest success—then 
it was that the Pope has always urged his pre- 
tensions—then have his bulls shaken the English 
throne. By a vigorous resistance to the inroads 
which are made on our essential rights, we may 
not only relieve the injured rights of our country, 
and repel the progress of lawiess aggression, but 
afford a lasting memento to foreign nations that 
our liberties are not to be invaded. When in ad- 
dition to this, it is considered that the right of 
carrying our produce to foreign markets; in a 
word, the right of regulating commerce, is one ex- 
pressly sanctioned by our Revolutionary: patriots 
in their Declaration of Independence, and sup- 
ported by their valor in trying times; the duty 
on us becomes indispensable, to protect it unem- 
cumbered for. posterity, who have a fair claim to 
the valuable inheritance. 

But it is said that you cannot raise an army, 
and an example is drawn from the Army in 1798, 
under Mr. Adams’s Administration. With defer- 
ence to those who have used this argument, and 
east so much obloquy on the proposed army, E 
caunol see auy analogy between that case and 
the present, either as tu the apparent object, or 
the manner of service. What Freuch territory 
lay adjacent to us at that day, or in reach of our 
Army? Or wasit contemplated to carry our arms 
to the banks of the Rhine or the Danube? Al- 
though itis true that men of sober and industrious 
habits will seldom enlist in time of peace, to lie 
at some outpost, where the use of an army consists 
not so much in actual service, as in the mere idea 
of being ready for service—but let an occasion 
like the present offer, when it is known that the 
sovereignty of the country must be defended ; 
the strength of the nation will immediately be 
nerved; we can then command the best and brav- 
est youth of the country. itis atsuch times that 
miiltary merit is first discovered. And here let 
me say to my worthy colleague (Mr. Macon, ) who 
some days ago expressed an apprehension lest.a 
suitable character might not be found or selected 
to command the Army, that there is really no such 
danger, the occasion will produce such a charac- 
ter, as every other occasion of the kind has done. 
The military genius of our first Revolutionary 
hero might have slumbered unknown, but for an 
occasion which was to call it into useful exertion. 

The contemplated attack on the British Prov- 
inces adjoining us has been emphatically called 
“a war.of offence.” Although the mode of war- 
fare may be in the abstract view of it offensive, 
yet when it isconsidered as the only mode in our 
reach, for defending rights universally recognised. 
and avowedly violated, iis character is changed. 
In the present case, our property, in the course of 
a fair trade toa foreign market, is seized by the 
unlawful measures of Great Britain, (to say no- 
thing of impressmentand other indignities.) Our 
verbal remonstrances, and every attempt at nego- 
tiation, is found ineffectual; these injuries she is 


647 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


648 


H. or R. 


Additional Military Force. 


January, 1812. 


still carrying on with marks of increased injustice 
on every sea where she finds our property or sea- 
men; we cannot meet her on that elem:ent—the 
only point where we can reach her is the rich, 
and to her the all-important territories on our 
North. Has not the proposed measure therefore 
every essential characteristic of defence? The 
idea of a war for the purpose of conquest, is ab- 
horrent to the American people, and foreign from 
the principles of their Government. 

ti But we are told that “ Great Britain is fighting 
for the liberties of the world ;? and again, that 
“she is not to be driven from the Baltic nor from 
anywhere else.” Jf the last expression has allu- 
sion to the naval feat by which the Danish fleet 
was swept away, it is a very unfortunate circum- 
stance to be mentioned in the same speech with 
the former, for it is questionable whether there is 
to be found an incident, in point of perfidy and 
injustice, to equal it in the civilized world. And 
when was it that Great Britain commenced her 
career in the laudable purpose of universal emanci- 
pation? ` Was itin 17752 Was it on this pursuit 
that her campaigns were performed through our 
land? If she will only extend common justice 
to us, or rather let us alone, it is all the favor I 
would-ask from her. 

- As to any partiality between the two contend- 
ing Powers, I hope there exists none in any Amer- 
ican, there is no reason why there should be any: 
for every nation is governed hy interest; we can 
calculate nothing ow friendship from any. 

If it were a question at the early dawn of our 
Government, before the habits of our people were 
formed, whether it would not be to the nation’s 
best interest to trust maritime commerce to other 
hands entirely for several ages, Iam not prepared 
to answer in the negative And even now, as to 
the carrying trade proper, I am not inclined to 
view it as an object worthy of defence by war. 
But this direct trade, which carries the produce 
of our farmers to market, has been patronized by 
our Government under every Administration. and 
as the pursuits and habits of our citizens have 
under that system of things been fortned, and as 
our country was growing under it in a degree un- 
exampled, its protection has ceased to be at this 
day a question. 

Yet this species of trade, all-important to the 
agricultural interest, is nearly extinguished. That 
every pacific policy has been tried in vain, is evi- 
dent from the restrictive acts and the voluminous 
documents which have annually appeared, and 
which now load your mails to every corner of the 
Union. In these communications, the British 
Ministers express much concern for the misunder- 
standing between the two nations, while their 
conduct, the sole cause of misunderstanding, is 
continued with multiplied marks of injustice. I 
say the sole cause of misunderstanding, for what 
politician will say that the refusal to ratify a 
treaty, or the laying an embargo, is any good 
cause of offence? And what cause of offence 
has proceeded from us? None. We have the 
solitary honor of a Government unexampled for 
its good faith, and in this instance for its modera- 


tion; for during ail the attempts at adjustment 
for years past, our property was sweeping from 
the ocean before our eyes. With this spectacle 
before us, are we to sit down cooly and calculate 
in dollars, cents, and mills, what will be the cost 
of defending ourselves? If this had been the 
cool philosophy of seventy-six, you and I would 
not have been here. And if we temporize, while 
energy and action alone can save, we may entail 
lasting evils on the nation. 

Mr. Lownpes.—Mr. Speaker, the late period of 
the debate will necessarily shorten the observa- 
tions I had intended to make. I concur, indeed, 
entirely in the opinion expressed by the gentleman 
from North Carolina—that it is now unnecessary 
to prove that we have cause of war against Eng- 
land. The gentleman from Virginia, who yes- 
terday opposed the bill, conceded this point with 
as much prudence as candor. The value of the 
concession, however, wasimpaired by the remark 
that we have equal cause of war against France. 
That we had equal cause of war, sir, against 
France; that we have equal claims for indemni- 
ficationagainst both Powers, I feel nodisposition to 
deny. Both, have, indeed, beenat war with us; but 
the easy distinction between their cases is this— 
that the one Power has terminated its differences 
with us by a treaty which we ourselves proposed, 
while the other continues without ‘mitigation its 
War upon our commerce. 

in acknowledging, sir, that we have cause of 
war, the gentleman from Virginia denies its ob- 
ject to be either important or attainable. 

Thatany importance should be attached to the 
object on the score of honor, is described as a ro- 
mantie notion. But in the policy which it dic- 
tates, an enlarged view of national interest, usu- 
ally concurs with a nice sense of national honor. 
It is impossible to compute the money-value of 
rights, like those in dispute between logland and 
America. No rule of arithmetic will give you 
an answer as to the expense at which they may 
be worth defending. Letthem be renounced and 
the loss will be felt, not for one year, but per- 
haps for the whole term of our existence as one 
nation. Let them te renounced, and every re- 
maining right becomes more precarious by the 
encouragement which is offered for its infraction. 
Our object then, in resistance to England, is the 
preservation of that character, without which 
neutrality must bea burden. Its duties would 
be exacted and its rights forgotten. The import- 
ance of this character, even to our pecuniary in- 
terests, results from its effects in controlling the 
rapacity of foreign nations, It addresses itself to 
their prudence. It offers the only effectual cor- 
rective to that temptation of immediate interest 
which the belligerent must always feel in the 
plunder of the neutral. 

If this view of the object of the war be correct, 
the observations of the honorable gentleman in 
respect to the relative value of vur export trade 
to England and France, lose much of their im- 
portance. That his conclusions indeed are sub- 
stantially erroneous, appear from his excluding 
from his statements (as he has himself remarked} 
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the whole amount of trade to such countries as, | spectres which haunt but few imaginations out 
although completely under the dominion of | of this House. The ruin of our Constitution and 
France, are not within its old limits or those of | of our seaports is to be the inevitable consequence 
the Netherlands. His conclusions are impugned } of the war. But are these dangers peculiar to 
by another faet, which every man equally must | the war in which we expect to be involved? 
know—I mean that much of. American produce | That waris in itself an evil, that it is not unat- 
shipped to Englandis consumed on the Continent. | tended by distress and bloodshed; weknow. The 
The immediate, occasion of the war then, (if we | honest statesman. will avoid it, when he can doso 
attribute it to the interruption of our trade,) is! without renouncing the honor and the essential 
greatly more important than the gentleman from į interests of his country. When these require, he 
Virginia has supposed it, and yet more important | will meet it. But, from the general evils of war, 
will be the effect of manly resistance on the char- | what conclusion does the gentleman draw ? That 
acter of the country—the effect of that character | we should never engage in it? Is it not strange, 
on our chances of future neutrality and prosperity. | that so practical a statesman, the denouncer of 
But the importance of the object, if the object | the romantic notion of a war of honor, should 
be unattainable, cannot, we are told, be a reason | have indulged this vision of a perpetual peace ? 
for pursuing it. If the object of the war be the] The danger to our Constitution is perhaps that 
defence of national character, it cannot be unat- | which the gentleman considers the most alarming. 
tainable. But suppose it designed only to procure ; A standing army offers an instrument which may 
a revocation of the Orders in Council—has the | at anytime be employed against liberty. Iam not 
honorable gentleman given us a very consistent i afraid, sir, of terms, A standing army—a large 
argument to prove that this effect cannot be pro- | regular force, maintained in time of peace, would 


duced ? be a just subject of public jealousy. But the 
He has told us, that we can do England little | force proposed is not a standing army. It will 
injury by sea, and even that we shall be unable | be employed against a foreign enemy, or it will 
to raise troops for the invasion of her provinces | be disbanded. While engaged in war, the most 
in our neighborhood. As to the injury which | timid politician will see it without alarm; and 
we may do her at sea, the number and enterprise | on the return of peace, the. same cause will re- 
of our seamen, the near approach to our coast,: move our fears for private security and public 
which the vessels engaged in her most valuable | liberty. That cause is to be found in the bill 
trade must make, and the general opinion of naval | upon your table—in the ample and wise provision 
men, must determine the question. But that we | for the future support of the soldier—in his free- 
shall be unable to raise the army proposed, or to; hold. The most jealous patriots of England have 
occupy Canada in less than five years, is an as- | considered their militia, although a regular force, 
sertion too humiliating to be admitted without | as the natural protector of public liberty, because 
proof. We have been told, indeed, that-the troops | its officers are required to possess a landed quali- 
are most easily raised in a country which is in- | fication. But this security for the good behaviour 
yaded ; but the opinion is contradicted by expe- | of the officers we extend to every soldier in the 
rience and reason. In the moment of invasion, ; army. That these men should, at the conclusion 
every man is employed in attending to his prop- | of the war, leave their lands unvisited, to follow 
erty, in removing his family, or in securing them | an ambitious General to a desperate and disgrace- 
a home and subsistence. During the Revolution- | ful conflict with their fellow-citizens, is im possible. 
‘ary war, the greatest number of troops was, I From a military usurpation, such as the gen- 
think, enlisted in States which were safest from | tleman.so much dreads, we were ‘saved, he says, 
invasion. Our country will probably offer as large | after the war of the Revolution, by the virtue of 
aproportion of its population now asthen, and this | one man. To the merits of General Wasnine- 
will be a force amply adequate to the occasion. TON, my feelings and my judgment equally sub- 
But the gentleman from Virginia cannot see | scribe. He hada mind too great to be bribed by 
how our resistance on land can remove the Eng- | title or by power. If a Crown had been within 
lish Orders in Council. He supposes, however, | his reach, he would have disdained it. But a 
that this conduct of nations depends upon their ; Crown never was within his reach, The men 
interest, and that even now it may be doubted | who most loved and revered him, whose lives he 
whether the interests of England do not require | might have commanded as the protector of his 
a revocation of these orders. Now let our efforts | country, were incapable of becoming the slaves 
be as weak as the gentlenian has represented | of any despot. I will not consent, sir, to demol- 
them, and they will produce to England some | ish the fair fame of our Revolutionary Army, 
inconvenience and some diversion of her force. | that its fragments may be employed in raising a 
Af it be doubiful, then, whether it-be her interest | monument even to WASHINGTON. 
to continue her orders while we patiently submit | The Constitution is as little endangered by the 
to them, it should seem certain that it must be | influence, as by the physical force which this 
her interest to repeal them when their continu-| army may give to Government. The body of 
ance involves the additional inconveniences which | electors throughout our country, is too numerous 
even the languid war which has been predicted | to be corrupted by commissions. In their expec- 
would produce. tations of office, there are always more candidates 
The honorable gentleman, determined to alarm, | who fail than succeed. Disappointment will be 
if he cannot convince us, unfolds a muster-roll of | stronger than gratitude. 
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The expense of the war, sir, is another danger 
by which the mind of the honorable gentleman 
is oppressed. The estimate for the Peace Eslab- 
lishment of a former year, proved inadequate. 
Military movements had been unexpectedly re- 
quired from it. And because a peace estimate is 
found not to answer for war, the gentleman infers 
that a war estimate will be equally defective— 
nor was the difference (unless J am greatly mis- 
taken) between the estimate and expenditure of 
the war alluded to, as great as has been supposed. 
The estimate was for the support of the Army. ! 
The expenditure was for the support of the Army, 
and for the purchase of arms, and for the building 
of fortifications. 

The ability of this country to support a much 
larger force than is proposed, results necessarily 
from its population and its wealth. By wealth I 
do not mean its income in moncy, but its large 
surplus produce beyond the necessary consump- 
tion of its inbabitants. On this circumstance de- 
pends the number of troops which a nation may 


America, which cannot raise an army, and can- 
not pay one, which cannot injure her enemy at 
sea, nor in five years obtain possession of a coun- 
try on its own borders, containing perhaps: two 
or three hundred thousand inhabitants—America 
is to-subvert the balance of Europe, and to destroy 
the nation which the same speech represented 
her as unable to resist. The Orders in Council, 
a continuance of which is required neither by the 
honor nor interest of England, our ineffectual hos- 
tility ean furnish no motives to repeal. And from 
this ineffectual hostility we are to refrain, lest it 
subject her to France. Such arguments, sir, if 
they were not inconsistent, would yet be inad- 
missible. We must leave the case of British in- 
terests to British statesmen. 

Yet I pretend not to the courage which can 
view with indifference the power of that man 
who rules sixty millions of active and civilized 
Europeans, who directs by his sole will the whole 
force of a people just escaped from the violence 
of revolution, and uniting to the submission of 
slavery all the force and energy of freedom. But 


plus produce of the United States is inadequate | even although England should fall, though the 
to the support, duriag war, of forty or fifty thou- | trident and sceptre should be united in the hands 
sand men. With a favorable climate and fertile | of the French Emperor, the intelligent patriot 
soil, and an industrious people, it should seem | would place his best hopesin the unbroken spirit 
that this pation must be able to support in war, ; of thé country. We should be most effectually 
nearly as large a force, in proportion to its popu-! prepared for subjection to France then, by sub- 
lation; as any other State. Yet Sweden, with a | mission to England now. 

third of our population, with the severest climate! Mr. Harper—Mr. Speaker: My apology for 
and the most barren soil, has maintained larger Í troubling the House, in this late stage of the de- 
armies than the honorable gentleman supposes | bate, is founded on the peculiar situation of my- 
the United States capable of supporting. The; self and the people whom I have the honor to 
expense of the Army, too, although the nation ! We are on the frontier, neighbors to 


‘ represent, 
would be unable to bear it during war, will by, i the Canadians, and kindred to a portion of them. 
the operation of the funding system, be chiefly 


tem, be | From ourconnexions and vicinity we know them; 
thrown on yearsof peace. Then it will diminish | we respect and revere their virtues; their fond- 


sensibly the profits of returning commerce. Yet, | ness for tranquillity ; their love of industry and 
it is true, that in aid of loans, internal taxes must | the rural arts; and their veneration for the prin- 


| 
maintain. Ilow can it be believed that the sur- | 


be resorted to, and these the honorable gentleman 
supposes that the people cannot be persuaded to | 
pay. ; . 

Sir, the people have paid perhaps a third of 


ciples of civil liherty. Sir, doubtless these peo- 
ple wish the blessings of a free Government—I 
mean one altogether free, forin their present condi- 
tion they enjoy no inconsiderable portion of lib- 


their moneys to the experiments of the restrictive ! erty. They are secured in the inestimable bles- 
system, by submitting to exclusion from the trade | sing of a trial by a jury of their pecrs—they are 
-of the rest of the world ; they would probably pay | exempt from the horrors of an arbitrary judiciary 5 
yet more to the monopoly of England, and I will : they are not liable to transportation and trial in 
not ‘suppose that they can refuse any sacrifice of | a foreign country; and they cannot be taxed, but 
their fortunes to an honorable defence of their | by the assent of their own Representatives, freely 
rights, elected by themselves. 

But our seaport towns are to be laid in ashes. | Still, as their population consists principally of 
We donot refrain however from all resistance to į hardy yeomanry, from the eight Eastern States, 
the Indians on our frontier, because they employ į who have emigrated thither, who carried with 
the scalping knife and the torture; and indigna- j them the principles in which they were nurtured 
tion rather than fear would be excited, if we be- and educated, and to which in active life they, 
lieved England the incendiary which the hono- | while with us, were accustomed, they must revere 

- rable gentleman describes her. I do not yet! the principles of our Revolution and Government, 
believe it. - She has not yet so far renounced the j they must sigh for an affiliation with the great 
rules of civilized warfare, as to attack a town} American family—they must at least in their 
merely to destroy, without the intention or the | hearts hail that day, which separates them from 


power to retain it. 

Such, sir, are the dangers to America which | 
the honorable gentleman supposes that a war 
with England will involve. But there is yet, we 
are told, another danger, a danger to England 


a foreign monarch, and unites them by holy and 
unchangeable bonds, with a nation destined to 
rule a continent by equal laws, flowing from the 
free will of a generous and independent people. 
Sir, I hold these people in bigh estimation; if 
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But, sir, although I do not doubt the desire of 
these Canadians tobe with us associated, although 
I am persuaded that such an union will advance 
the interests of all, yet desire is often opposed by 
duty, which must and will be obeyed, by those 
who are, and those who are fit to be citizens of 
this Republic. 

l was therefore painel at hearing the sugges- 
tion, that our conquest was founded, not on our 
own strength, but on the infidelity of the subjects 
of a foreign Power; on mental if not practical 
treason. This policy, if adopted, will expose the 
people of the Canadas to a hazard, which they 
ought not to incur—to rise withouta special cause 
against the lawful sovereign, or toincur the odium 
of treachery, and as it may be to meet the conse- 
quent punishment of an offended monarch. Itis 
cruel and unjust as it relates to them; it is im- 
politic as it relates to ourselves. 

These lures which we offer may be held out 
by others; and hereafter the doctrines we now 

‘inculcate, may be applied to our own dismember- 
ment and ruin. 

No, sir, let us redress our multiplied injuries by 
our own strength ; Jet us shun connexions with 
all foreign Powers; let us rise in our majesty, and 
will that the northern provinces shall be free— 
their freedom will be certain ; our enemy will be 
puaished ; the savages will be held in check, and 
our Government will be enabled to execute its 
laws. 

These prefatory remarks are founded on the 
belief, that itis the determination of Government 
to make war against Great Britain; to which 
measure I give my assent. 

This assent is founded on a full and firm con- 
viction of the necessity of a change of measures 
and that it is nore prudent, and more for the in 
terest of the Government of this nation to advance 
to war, than to recede to the relations of a neutral 
nation, as explained at present by the British 
Government. l 


Sir, our present situation, of all others, is the | 


most calculated to depress the spirits of our peo- 
ple; to unnerve the Government; to demoralize 
the citizens, and to introduce that system of fraud 
and chicane, which advances the unprincipled, 
and beggars the virtuous; which creates a con- 
flict between the planting and the farming inter- 
est, for at presenta great portidh of the latier 
thrives, while the former is perishing: which 


arrays against each other the great interests of 


agriculture and commerce ; which holds out false 
lures to the manufacturers, and virtually offers 
seven millions of dollars (the amount of our du- 
tieson importations of British commerce) to illicit 
traders. 

There must, there will be a change of measures. 
We shall either recede from the conflict, or we 
must vindicate our rights by the sword. We 
cannot remain as we are. We area Republic ; 


sions from those who injure us, to our own Gov- 
ernment, is unwise and cannot endure.’ Indeed 
such a system has never been found practicable 
! in monarchies—its success under the presentiron 
despotism of Europe remains to be determined. 
In former times, the House of Bourbon, as mon- 
archs, while at peace and enjoying general trade, 
vainly strove to guard a frontier of France of less 
than four hundred miles, by an army of twenty 
thousand men, from the introduction of German 
laces and silks. They never succeeded. 
England, where more power is concentrated 
{in less compass than ever happened to any other 
! nation on earth, with all her system of vigor and 
| terror, with all her fleets, her custom-house and 
| excise officers, strives in vain, even now in time 
l of war, to exclude the wines and brandies of 
| France. Her public men retire, every Autumn, 
| to the seacoast, where they are indulged in these 
luxuries, at a price by retail less than her duties. 
; In our Revolution, though traffic with the Brit- 
} ish was punishable by death, vet the British army 
| was well fed, by men not Tories, while the 
' American army was starving in New Jersey; and 
į so naked and unprovided for, that their route 
| might be traced by the biood which they left be- 
hind them. 
What, sir, happened under our embargo laws, 
which were, when laid, wise as measures of pre- 
caution ? Where were the articles of provision 
that perished under these laws? Sir, the cases 
did not occur. Everything calculated for a for- 
eign market was sent abroad. There were not 
| oa hand the usual supply of these articles, when 
j the embargo was removed; and what is more 
‘ extraordinary, without any matcrial alteration in 

oreign countries, they fell in price in six weeks 
! after the removal of the embargo. 

Sir, these restrictions cannot be useful in the 

| present state of society. We might inflict very 
| considerable sufferings on those who injure us, if 
the laws we make could be strictly executed ; but 
we have to act for human nature as it is; not as 
we might wish it, nor asit ought to be. And in 
the construction of laws and regulations, the wis- 
dom of the legislator is not more established by 
the intrinsic merits of his acts, than by the facil- 
i ity and certainty of their execution. 
j History has proved that commerce and civili- 
i zation are twin sisters: they go hand-in-hand 
! through the nations of the earth; and he who at- 
| tempts to preserve the latter, without allowing 
the former, will discover in the end his ignorance 
of men and things. 

Sir, continue your present state of things, and 
your revenue will be lost; your country may suf- 
fer some for those articles which are of most gen- 
eral use, and consequently the manufacturers of 
Britain may be injured, and this may induce them 
to act on their Government: but this nation will 
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whatever of suffering there may be, will manifest 
itself in the interior. 

While these considerations lead me to a decided 
opinion against our present attitude, and a regard 
for the Government and nation inspires me with 
a belief that it is improper to recede, I cannot bu 
express my regret at the prospect of war; arcgret 
which arises, in some degree, from a knowledge 
of its evils—of the peaceful character of our cit- 
izens—of the value of a citizen in this new na- 
tion—of the shock which it must occasion to our 
institutions—and more especially of the present 


state of the world, where no balance is found, j 
either on land or on water ; and where, before the | 


rights of a peaceful nation can be fully enjoyed, 
a just balance must be created for each- element. 

Yet, withall these objections, [am constrained, 
by a sense of duty, to give my vote for these war 
measures. ` 

Having thus stated the motives which will in- 
duce me to vote for the army, I proceed to re- 
mark, that I would be understood as voting an 


army for the cflicient purposes of war, not as a j 
I pray to God, that he! 
may open the eyes of the British Government to | 


means of negotiation. 


the interests of their renowned nation, and save 
us, them, and the world, from the evils of the im- 
pending conflict; by inducing them to return to 
‘us our injured seamen; to refrain from further 
impressments, and according to their promise, to 
revoke their Orders in Council and blockades, un- 
supported by competent force, 


But on our part. negotiation is, and ought to be 


l 
! Sir, as to the force contemplated by the bill, 1 

! have, at times, entertained doubts. It, at first view, 

i appeared to me scarcely equal to the attain- 
| ment of our objects. Again, I reflected on the 

: spirit of our yeomanry—on their readiness to 
avenge our country’s wrongs—on the discipline 
and military skill of that section of the Union to 
i which I belong: I speak only of that section, sir, 
| because I know but little of the state of the mi- 
l litia out of New England; and I thought we 
| might safely rely on a smaller regular army at 
| first, and a large volunteer force. 

| But, sir, reflecting on the history of our Revo- 
| lution—on the time necessary to train troops for 
I 


the field, on the evils resulting from volunteers 
i withdrawing from the service ata critical mo- 
Í ment, on the double expense of marching one 

corps to, while another is marching from the Army, 
on the double loss of the labor of these men from 
| the pursuits of agriculture, and on the sage advice 
i oftheimmortal WasmincTos, su repeatedly given 
| to the Revolutionary Congress: Iam led conclu- 
| sively to the opinion, that the true interests of the 
nation require that we should raise the full com- 
| lement of men in this bill mentioned. 

In addition to these, Iam in favor ofa corps of 
| at least fifty thousand volunteers. It is not pru- 
| dent to despise any enemy, more especially Great 
| Britain, who rides Queen of the Waters; and, 
f notwithstanding all her employment for troops, 
i may furnish the Canadas with a considerable 
‘army. At this moment, sir, her regular force in 
i Canada is not contemptible. She has there about 


ended. We cannot offer any new proposition. ; eight thousand disciplined troops, and twelve 
Our Administration has exhausted their own. | thousand volunteer militia, who have been occa- 
our, and the nation’s patience. The season of! sionally trained fortwo years. She has every 
action has arrived. We have evinced every dis- Í munition of war; her forts are strong—particu- 
position to conciliate—to make reasonable allow- | larly Quebec. On the St. Lawrence, and the 
ances for the unprecedented condition of Furope, | great Western waters, she has vessels of war and 
and to yield those portions of our neutral rights | forces to be overpowered. She will have all her 
-which are- not considered essential to our exist- | armies well provided, and her posts well provis- 
cnee as a nation. Instead of corresponding sen-| joned fora great length of time. The population, 
timents of friendship, and perhaps, I may say, of | (which prudence requires that we should over- 
sympathy, we have met with accumulated insults. ! come) is at least three hundred and fifty thousand ; 
Our citizens are impressed and compelled to fight, ! which will allow of her drawing forth an addi- 
not only the enemics of Great Britain, but their | tional body of thirty thousand militia. Nor are 
own friends and kindred. In every sca our fiag | we to stop here. Our regiments will never be 
is violated, and our merchants are robbed of their: filled with an efficient soldicry for field service: 
hard-earned wealth, and even the products of our | we cannot calculate, to fight our battles, on more 
soil. In our own waters, our citizens, in their | than two-thirds of the number we enlist. Many 


lawful pursuits, have been inbumanly murdered, 
and our towns partially invested: to cap the eli- 
max, she now, after a fruitless war with France 
of eighteen years—after her own promise torevok 
her Orders in Council, when the French edicts 
were revoked, refuses to remove her obstructions 
to commerce, according to „her promise; and, 
against every rule of the law of nations, demand 
of us, most of whose articles are excluded from 
European commerce, to dictate to Europe the 


i of these must be employed on different services: 
` you will have. tg garrison their forts after taking 
i them ; you will’have to command all the rivers 
and passes into and out of the country; you will 
: have convoys for provisions; meu to guard your 
i camps, and all the evils to encounter which are 
: incident to an invading force. 
Our efforts will not be limited to this enterprise. 
We havea frontier of savages, for seventeen hun- 
i dred miles, to bridle and hold in awe; anda sea- 


terms on which British, not American, goods shall! coast of as many more, to protect and defend. 
be admitted into the Continent. A proposition | On which coast there are many cities of great 
so monstrous cannot be the subject of a discussion. | value, and consequently presenting great objects 
It bespeaks a determination to rule us, and can | of plunder. Nor will your able and wily enemy 
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forget the mouth of the Mississippi—the posses- 
sion of Florida, or that durable evil, which all 
understand, and no one ought to depict.* 

Yet we have not found a limit for your efforts ; 
the provinces of New. Brunswick and Nova Sco- 
tia must fall. he Bahamas must no longer annoy 
us. As long as they and Halifax furnish the 
fleets of England with water, naval stores, docks. 
‘wharves, &c., so long, in war, this nation will be 
grievously annoyed. 

This is a just, though faint picture of the efforts 
you are to make, and these efforts are to be con- 
tinued for a length of time. The idea which 
, some advance of a momentary conflict, in my 
opinion is unfounded. One nation may induce to 
war—although that is not our case—it takes two 
to return to peace. Still, J believe the energies 
‘and means of the nation are adequate to its exi- 
gencies. I believe we ought not to despond; on 
the contrary, I have no doubt we shall retire from 
the war with increased strength and vigor. At 
the same time, [do not consider that this conflict 
is to be likened to a party of pleasure, or that the 
greatand permanent objects of the war are to be 
gained and held exclusively by volunteers. 

Sir, the spirit of the nation is roused. It de- 
mands of us firm and strong measures. T'he pub- 
lic mind, inflamed by indignities offered. is turned 
to war. To make it, is not only our policy, but 
our duty. To make it successfully, usefully to 
the nation, usefully to the Governinent, requires 
only vigor and energy. The war, to remain pop- 
ular, must be brilliant—and liberal expenditures 
and an overwhelming force in the outset, will, in 
the end, be the true economy of blood and treasure. 

‘Within our reach, are the ample means of re- 
dress, The northern provinces of Britain are to 
us great and valuable objects. Once secured to 
this Republic, and the St. Lawrence and the 
Lakes become the Baltic, and more than the Bal- 
tie to America; north of them a population of 
four millions may casily be supported; and this 
great outlet of the northern world, should be at 
our command, for our convenience and future se- 
curity. To me, sir, it appears that the Author of 
Nature has marked our limits in the south, by the 
Gulf of Mexico; and on the north, by the regions 
of eternal frost. | : 

I cannot close these observations, without re- 
tnarking on what fell from an honorable member 
from Georgia, (Mr. Trour,) when the report of 
the Commutee on Foreign Relations, which em- 
braced the present subject in its abstract form, was 
before this House. The gentleman remarked, 
“That ten thousand British troops could march 
from Canada to Boston.” Sir, Ido not doubt the 
sincerity or patriotism of that gentleman, but his 
remark evinced a want of knowledge, in relation 
to the country of which he spoke. If the gentle- 
man will turn to the pages of the Revolutionary 
war, he will find that Great Britain, with armies 
of forty thousand men, never pitched a tent in 
New England. except in the then wilds of Ver- 
mont. He will find, that the pride of England 


*The slaves of the Southern States. 


was humbled at Breed’s Hill, by men called. from 
their farms, by the tolling of the. village bells ; 
He will find that an army of nearly the number 
which he meftioned, was crippled by the:tmmor- 
tal Starke, and surrendered tu Gates at Sara- 
toga, who had but few troops, except the eastern 
yeomanry. By examining the pages of history 
he will find, that no hostile force ever passed the’ 
smooth flowiag waters of the Connecticut: nor; 
sir, do I hesitate to say, that the army which con- 
: quered at Austerlitz could not march through 
New England. : : 
This, sir, is not gasconade—for, should the trial 
| ever arrive, I pledge myself to my nation and my 
| countrymen, to unite with the hardy aad patriotic 
| Sous of the North, in repelling every hostile foe, 
| Mr. Wınaery observed, that the gentleman from- 
| Virginia (Mr. Suerrsy) had said, this country is 
| Rot competent to go to war with Great Britain. 
; This, said Mr. W., is nothing new. When we 
were about to enter upon our Revolutionary war, 
j we were told that Great Britain ruled the world, 
and that, if we attempted to go to war with her, 
we should be beaten, and considered and treated 
as rebels to our King. Indeed, this was so confi- 
dently said, that he was at first inclined to believe 
it. ‘It was some time before he could persuade 
himself that two millions of andisciplined Amer- 
icans could cope with the British nation, then in 
| her full tide of prosperity. But, said, he, we did 
i not stop then to inquire whether any of our neigh- 
j bors wanted great coats or blankets. Though we 
were then in our infancy, we entered into the 
contest with a determination to succeed; and it 
is well known that we captured two of her armies ; 
and if we could do this in our infancy, when we 
had to contend with enemies in our own coun- 
try, and in our own houses, are we now, said he; 
to be told, when all are unanimous, that we are 
not able to contend with the British; but that we 
must, like cowardly poltroons, surrender ourselves, 
| and leave our descendants in the hands of tyrants ? 
| He trusted not. We are now, said he, three times 
i thenumber we were then. We then met the Brit- 
| isb with effect, and surely we can do so now.# 
But, we are told, a war will be very expensive. 
| Granted. Whatis money? What isall vur.prop- 
erty, compared with our honor and our liberty ? 
It is not commerce only for which we are about 
to fight, but for our freedom also: nor had we ever 
| so favorable a time as the present for making a 
stand. Nations, said he, consider their own inter- 
est; and if Great Britain considers her’s, she has 
i more to do at home than she can manage; but, 
| if she will persist in keeping in force her Orders 
in Council, we must defend our rights. 
But, we are told, the citizens of this country 
will not enter into the war. He could not, how-- 
‘ever, believe that the free-born sons of America 
would lie down, under a calculating avarice, and 
see their commerce and liberties destroyed. If 
this were to be the case, he did not wish to live 
any longer. If a Government is not worth stp- 
porting with our lives, it is not worth having. 
But, we are going to enter into a Quixotic war 
for honor, says the gentleman from Virginia. He 
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dishonorable in a nation to give up her acknowl- 
edged rights withbut resistance? ‘The same rea- 
soning would lead a man, when he was struck by 
another, to endeavor to make his escape; and if 
he could outrun his assailant, it would be well. 
Or, if a man takes possession of your house, on 
the same principle you must Jeave him there, and 
escape to your barn, for fear of entering into any 
scuffle with him. If, said he, we mean to act in 
this way, we had better break up and go home. 
Before Congress met, all parts of the country were 
anxious that they should get together. The peo- 
ple felt the country was insulted,and they wished 
their wrongs redressed. Butif,after we get here, 
we do nothing, we had better have remained at 
home. It had been said, that the British would 
lay waste our cities; but where, said he, will be 
our gunboats at that time? While they are sta- 
tioned in our harbors, he defied any British ves- 
sels of war from entering to do any serious mis- 
chief. He hada high opinion of the usefulness 
of our gunboats for the protection of our harbors. 

` But, it was asked, will you take advantage of 
Great Britain. when she is fighting the battles of 
the world? She is not fighting our battles; and 
if she continues to use us as she has done, I would 
take every advantage of her. Indeed, we must 
‘either give up our commerce eniircly, or defend 
ourselves against that Power. God and Natnre 
have given us an extensive seacoast, and we ought 
to make a proper use of it. 

But, the gentleman from Virginia says, Great 
Britain bas a right to take her subjeets from on 
board our vessels. This, Mr. W. denied. After 
they had been duly naturalized in this country. 
they were as much our citizens as if they had been 
born here. But, said Mr. W. they not only seize 
men of this description, but native-born citizens. 
I know it: I have seen several whom J know to 
to be of this description—sons of my neighbors. 

The Army now proposed to be raised had been 
compared to that raised in 1798; but he said the 
comparison would not hold. That Army was 
raised under the pretence of meeting a French 
invasion, when it was known France had nota 
vessel which could leave her ports. Much was 
said about the ship Ocean and her passengers 
being taken, but they afterwards arrived in this 
country in safety. The people of the United 
States were not like the people of Europe, who 
knew nothing but the trades at which they worked 
for their living—saw that the talk of French in- 
vasion had no foundation, and they would not 
enter the Army. But the case is very different 
now. The people know the object for which the 
Army is to be raised—they feel it—and they wiil 
fight in defence of their country. 

Mr. McKim conceived it to be his duty to offer 
a few observations on this bill, before the ques- 
tion was taken. The gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Suerrey) had said that onr exports to France 
and her dominions amounted only to two millions 
a year. For himself, he did not consider the 
injury of which we complained as a pecuniary 


merce to any country which we choose; for the 
prohibition of the British excludes us from trad- 
ing to the United Netherlands, Hamburg, and Bre- 
men, France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy ; to which 
places he found, by a recurrence to the returns 
from the Treasury Department for the year 1810, 
we exported goods to the amount of upwards of 
twenty-five millions of dollars; so that the gen- 
ueman from Virginia has made an error in his 
statement of twenty-three millions of dollars. And 
a large proportion of the gentieinan’s argument 
being drawn from this statement, it of course has 
no foundation. 

Mr. Suerrey inquired whether the gentleman 
fromm Maryland bad included nothing in his esti- 
mate but our own products? 

Mr. McKim replied, that his statements in- 
cluded the whole amount of our exports to the 
places which he had mentioned, as he considered 
it immaterial whether we exported our own pro- 
duce or the produce of the West India Islands 
which had been received ia return for that pro- 
duce. He had included Spain and Portugal, 
though there had been a subsequent permission 
for our vessels to go to those ports; but he had 
said nothing of the ports of the Adriatic, as his 
knowledge of the geography of that country was 
not sufficient to ascertain the precise extent of 
the British blockade. If, said Mr. McKim, Great 
Britain shall be permitted to interdict us from a 
commerce amounting to twenty-five millions a 
year, what is to hinder her from interdicting us 
from carrying on any commerce whatever; but 
it was not the pecuniary loss, great as it was, of 
which he principally complained, it was the de- 
privation of an indisputed right, which it was 
our duty to maintain at all hazards; fer, if we 
give up one right, we give a mortgage upou and 
endanger all our rights. For his part, he was 
for making a stand on the present occasion, that 
we might pass down our rights undiminished to 
our posterity. 

Mr. Snerrey said, in his estimates, he had 
confined himself to the exports of our produc- 
tions, and not the export of articles of foreign 
growth, and insisted upon the correctness of his 
statements. 

Mr. Macon wished to makea few observations 
on the passage of the bill. He apprehended great 
inconveniences would arise from the passage of 
the bill in its present furm, on account of its 
containing a different arrangement for raising 
the troops from any other establishment in the 
nation. Will not, said he, every new organiza- 
tion in the Army introduce discordance? Have 
we not seen the effects produced by having two 
differently constructed corps already, and will 
not the inconvenience be increased by a third? 
He was willing to have voted for the 10,000 men 
asked for by the Executive, and would afterwards 
have gone farther, if necessary. But he disliked 
the proposed arrangement. Had there been any 
complaints, he asked. of our old organization ? 
It carricd us through the Revolution, and he 
thought might still be relied upon. In propor- 
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tion as different arrangements are introduced into 
the Army, will you introduce discordance and 
confusion.. An army should be but one body, 
and ought to be moved but by one soul. 

It appeared to him that this objection was a 
very material one to the bill, and, if he believed 
such a motion would prevail, he would now 
move to recommit the bill, in order that these 
troops might be put upon the same plan with 
those already in existence. He had another ob- 
jection to the bill, in its present form. In the 
clause giving laud to the soldiers there is no pro- 
vision which prohibits them from disposing of it, 
which there certainly ought to be. But he had 
no hope of getting any amendment to the bill 
after he had seen the manner in which other at- 
tempts at amendment had been made. Com- 
parisons had been made, Mr. M. said, between 
the times of 1798 and the present. There was 
no likeness except in this: It was then usual for 
Congress to pass one bill, in order to make it 
necessary to pass another. What was the situa- 
tion of things at that time? It had been emphat- 
ically called the “ Reign of Terror.” Was not 
the Rogue’s March played at the door of one of 
the most distiaguished members of the then Con- 
gress, and other acts of extravagance done, and 
was not the Sedition Act passed to prevent us 
from complaining ? : 

Mr.M. said, he should have heen glad to have 
voted for the bill, but for the ohjections which he 
had stated to it. He believed every gentleman 
was satisfied that something must be done; but 
he did not like to pass one bill to make another 
necessary. 

The party which opposed the raising of the 
Army in 1798, did not believe it was intended to 
operate against France, because they could see 
no object on which it could be employed.— 
They saw the black cockade mounted, and they 
‘heard every one denounced who did not mount 
it, But there is nothing like this now. If we 
say we will not defend our right to carry our pro- 
‘duce to a market, it is not worth our while to 
make it. If you give up an acknowledged right, 
m acknowledge some superior power. Why 
‘did we lay the embargo, and pass our restrictive 
‘laws, but to avoid the situation into which we 
have now got? He approved of one of those 
‘Measures, but not of the rest. If Great Britain 
would only do what France has done. there 
‘would be an end of the dispute. Is there a man 
‘in the House that wishes another attempt at ne- 
gotiation, or one that wishes to go to war if it 
could possibly be avoided ? 

‘We are now, said Mr. M.. approaching that 
state of things which we ought to have come to 
years ago. If we cannot fight by paper restric- 
tions, we must meet force by force. If we can- 
not do this, it is time we put ourselves under the 
` „protection of some other Power. Every attempt 
which has been made to keep off the approach- 
‘ing crisis has proved ineffectual. As soon as the 
“Hornet, which carried out the President's Mes- 
‘sage, and the report of the Committee of Foreign 
“Relations, returns, if no redress is offered, we 


must go to war. For where is the difference be- 
tween stopping our produce between New York 
and-Albany, and stopping it between New York 
and any other market ? E, 

No gentleman has yet pointed out any other: 
course, Even the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Suerrey,) whose talents he very much admired, 
though he had objected to the course proposed, 
had not offered any other. - 

Much had been said about the strength of this 
Government. Some think it is not strong enough; 
but if there be any strong Government in the 
world it must be this Government, and what 
gives it this strength is the attachment of the 
people to it; and it is as strong under an ùnpop- 
ular as a popular Administration, because the 
people know there is a time approaching when 
they can change the Administration, if they do 
not like it. 

With respect to our getting an army, it will 
depend very much upon the persons appointed for 
officers; if they be men in whom the peuple have 
confidence, we shall get an army; but if not, we 
shall get no army. 

There was something in the history of our af- 
fairs with Great Britain which had not been 
mentioned, which goes to show the strong claim 
which this Government has upon Great Britain. 
He meant the conduet of Sir William Scott, in 
declining to give judgment in the case of the 
Fox, when he heard the Berlin and Milan de- 
crees were repealed. So strongly was he per- 
suaded that the Orders in Council would be re- 
pealed in consequence, that he stopped all pra- 
ceedings in the case of the vessel under consid- 
eration until he received instructions from the 
Ministry. 

Something had been said on the subject of our 
export trade. There was only one way, in the 
present state of things, to come at a knowledge 
of that. We can never tell where the articles 
exported are consumed. Two-thirds of the to- 
bacco shipped from this country are shipped to 
England, though one-seventh is only consumed 
in that country, The usual way is to ship to 
Cowesand amarket. No reliance can be placed 
upon the custom-house books, except as to the 
total amount of exports and imports. 

But the real question is not, as has been stated, 
the amount of the loss we sustain. If our trade 
be confined, however, to Great Britain and her 
possessions. our produce will not pay for its 
freight; as it is well known that a great part of 
what was heretofore sent thither was consumed 
on the Continent, which could not now be the 
case. 

If we are to have war, said Mr. M, it is not 
sought by us. If it were, there would have been 
no delay. The Hornet would not have been sent 
to England as a last step, or he might callita 
step beyond the last. If ever a Government 
showed a disposition to remain at peace, this 
Government had shown that disposition for the 
last seven or cight years. 

Some gentlemen appear to believe that we are 
not yet approaching the crisis of war; but he did 
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large believe it, and 
manner. 
there are no noisy boys running about the streets ; 
but the people at large are reflecting upon our 
situation ; they see we must either go to war, or 
give up our right to export anything we make. 
No man, said he, would willingly engage a high- 
wayman; you would rather he should keep out 
of your way; but if he made an attack upon you, 
you would not suffer yourself to be robbed with- 
out resistance., Mr. M. sincerely hoped that war 
might be avoided, by Great Britain consenting to 
do us justice by the return of the Hornet; but if 
we engage in the war, he had no doubt that the 
spirit and perseverance with which it will be 
carried on will equal the long suffering and for- 
bearance which we have shown before we were 
brought into this situation. 

From the day of our independence to the pres- 
ent, he believed that Great Britain had a most 
inveterate hatred against this country. He did 
not believe anything of one nation having love 
for another; and the situation of that country 
and this has something peculiar in it. We were 
their colonies, and got clear of them; and so long 
as the present generation exists, they cannot love 
us. Nor do 1 imagise that the present ruler of 
France has any great love for us; the form of 
our Government is too free for him. 

Mr. M. said, every restrictive measure having 
been resorted to in vain, and all our attempts at 
negotiation having failed, the nation is preparing 
for the last resort of Kings, and of Republics too. 
But now we are told we cannot contend with 
Great Britain. But we must either contend with 
her, or surrender our right to export any of our 
surplus produce. But why not contend with 
her? Let the worst come to the worst, we know 
what to do. We once succeeded with paper 
money, and if we were driven to that necessity, 
we could succeed again with it. We have now 
manufactories of arms and munitions of war, and 
whether money could be raised or not, if ever 
this nation engages in war, she engages never Lo 
surrender her rights. Every war is an evil, and 
amongst the greatest of evils; but we are com- 
pelled to fight or give up what we have, except 
the return of the Hornet should alter the situa- 
lion of things. 

No man. said Mr. M., would have more pleas- 
ure to see our differences accommodated with 
Great Britain than I should; but if this cannot 
be effected, we must change our situatioa; and 
though he could not vote for this bill, for the rea- 
sons which he had stated, he should go on with 
measures for putting the nation in a state of de- 
fence. 

It had been said, that standing armies are dan- 
gerous to liberty. He believed it: but war can- 
not be carried on withoutthem. The war which 
the United States are about to enter into is not 
of the character which has been given toit. He 
meant a war for the sake of conquest. Its objeet 
is to obtain the privilege of carrying the produce 
of our lands to a market. It is properly a war of 


defence; but he believed no war, after it was en- 
tered into, continued long to be strictly of that 
character. 

As to meeting Great Britain on the ocean, no 
one contemplates that; as every cent expended 
in repairing the rotten hulks of our vessels would 
be thrown away as to the object of the war. 

The House rose at 5 o’elcek, without taking 
the.question.on the passage of the bill. 


Mownpay, January 6. 


The Spraxer laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Navy, in pursnance of 
a resolution of the House of the 26th ultimo re- 
questing a statement of the vessels which had 
been repaired since the year 1810, and the cost 
thereof; which was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Gronpy, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was recommitted the bill to 
authorize the Presideat of the United States to 
accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps, reported the bill, with amendments; which 
were read, aud, together with the bill, committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Wednesday 
next, 

Mr. D. R. Wiuttams said, by an act of 1808,a 
tegimentof light infantry was directed to be raised. 
This was considered by the Secretary of War as 
horse artillery; but the bill did not provide for 
mounting them. He therefore introduced a bill 
supplementary to an act for raising, for a limited 
time, an additional military force; which was 
twice read and committed. 

DISTRICT AND CIRCUIT COURTS. 

Mr. BLAcKLEDGE said, it was represented to 
him as necessary to make some alteration in the 
times of hojding the District Courts of the United 
States. Indeed, he knew that it was impossible 
to hold them in a proper manner at present,as they 
were held at Wilmington, Newbern, and Eden- 
ton, and not more than ten days was allowed for 
the purpose. He therefore proposed the follow- 
ing resolution : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of altcring the times of holding the 
District Courts of the United States for the District of 
North Carolina, and that they have leave to report by 
bill or otherwise.” 


Mr. B. said, it had also been represented to him 
that, at present, the law does nut require any se- 
curity to be given in cases of appeal from the Dis- 
trict tothe Circuit Courts. He, therefore, offered 
the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, 'Fhata committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of requiring security to be given 
in cases of appeal from the District Courts of the Uni- 
ted States to the Circuit Courts, and that they report 
by bill or otherwise.” 

The resolutions were agreed to, and committees 
of five members appointed upon each. 


COMPENSATION OF REVENUE OFFICERS. 


Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways aod 
Means, to whom was recommitted their repért ot 
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the thirtieth ultimo, on the several petitions of the | believed they were, with so much mischief to the 
collectors of the ports of Philadelphia, Baltimore, | real interests and ‘happiness of the nation. He 
and Plymouth, (Massachusetts,) and the naval of- | felt himself only at issue with his colleague as to 
ficer of the port of Philadelphia, made a supple- | the similitude between the-crisis and causes of 
mentary report; which was read, and committed | the war in 1798 and 1799 with France, and the 
to the Committee of the Whole on the bill in ad- | present crisis and causes of the proposed war 
dition to the act to establish the compensation of | with Great Britain. He should not contend that 
the officers employed in the collection of the du- | the temper and violence of party had grown to 
ties on imports and tonnage. ‘I'he report is as! the same extreme now as at the former period. 
follows: | The circumstances under which Congress sat were 
That, on a further investigation of the amount of! very different; Congress then sat- where there were 
_ emoluments received by those officers during the years | streets, and alleys, and people; and now ina city 
1808, 1809, and 1810, it appears that the net emolu- | of little else than old fields. Yet, however, the 
ments of the Collector of Philadelphia, from the 27th | temper and intolerance of party zeal were by no 
of August, 1808, when he entered upon his office, to Í means unlike that which prevailed at the former 
the close of the year 1810, (including the balf com-| period; at any rate it may be said to be soin 
missions paid to the estate of his predeccssor,) amount- | some parts of the country. His colleagues ill 
ed to the average sum of $3,262 02, annually ; those | health of late had not, perhaps, allowed him to 


of the Collector of Baltimore, from the 18th of April, 
1808, when he entered on his office, to the close of the 


to the average sum of $1,687 68, annually ; 
the Collector of Norfolk, from the year 1808 to the 
year 1810, both inclusive, including the half commis- 
sions as aforesaid, to the sum of $921 82, annually; 
those of the Collector of Plymouth, for the same pe- 
riod, to $1,953 92, annually; and those of the Naval 
Officer of the port of Philadelphia, for the same period, 
to $2,802 29, annually. 

Under this view of the facts, the committee recom- 
mend to the House the aduption of the following res- 
olution, in lieu of those recommended in their former 
report on this subject : 

That the prayers of the several petitions of the Col- 
lectors of the ports. of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Nor- 
folk, Plymouth, (Massachusetts,) and .of the Naval 
Officer of the port of Philadelphia, ought not to be 
granted. ; 

ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of Saturday last. and the ques- 
tion depending at the time of adjournment on 
that day, to wit: that the bill from the Senate “to 
raise an adiitional military force,” do pass as 
amended ? 
© Mr. Sranrorp renewed. the observations he 
had commenced before the adjournment on Sat- 
urday evening. He made his acknowledgments 
to the Speaker for calling him to order fora term, 
which was, perhaps, a less respectful epithet than 
should have been used upon the occasion. He 
was far from meaning to use language which 
should give offence, but he said he would claim 
the authority of the Chair to protect him from 
interruptions coming from other quarters of the 
House. ; 

` He proceeded, and stated that he had, before, 


i refused tocummit himself as to the ulterior meas- 


| beas attentive to the oracles of the day as his 
i better health had allowed him to be. Asto party 


year 1810, including the half commissions as tea intolerance, what were the signs of the times at 
nose OF; the present period? A gentleman, than whom a 


| more candid, open, and honorable, supporter of 


| the Administration was not in the House, al- 
1 
[i 


though he had declared himself in favor of- the 
force the Government had called for, because he 


ures of the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
i ventured to depict the evils of a war, and to dep- 
` recate its consequences, had passed through the 
i ordeal of newspaper animadversion from Dan, 
: in the North, to Beersheba, in the South. This 
i might be called a single case; but if it were ne- 
| cessary to point out other instances of party dere- 
i lietion, persecution, and neglect, there were more 
; than enough; and, among them, his colleague 
| himself could not be otherwise than placed pretty 
high in the list; and, although he might be in- 
different as to anything of the kind which related 
ito himself personally, that. cireumstaoce could 
| form no mitigation of the spirit of the times. But 
‘he was aware that it was an invidious and un- 
| pleasant task to dwell upon subjects of this kind, 
j and he would forbear. 

The sedition law had been cited to show the 
more violent character of the times at the former 
period, and alleged that it had been contrived to 
| silence opposition to the measures of the day. He 

was willing to admit the worst that could be said 
of that law. But he considered the dumb rule, 
sanctioned at the present session, under the name 
of the previous question, as a more direct attack 
upon the liberty of speech, or what is the same 
thing, the privilege of debate and free discussion 
in this House, than the other had been upon the 
| freedom of the press. The former contemplated 


` expressed his regret at the circumstance of differ- į silencing the libcls of the press; the latter came 
ing with his colleague (Mr. Macon) upon any | home to ourselves, and went to put down a mem- 
Occasion, and more especially upon the present} ber in his place; to silence all debate, however 
important one. The older standing of his col-| interesting to hisconstituents. He had been mis- 


Jeague upon that floor, he said, placed him’ more 


in the relation of a political son than in that of 


any other; but if he were naturally, what he 
might be considered politically, he could by no 


taken the other day, in stating that a member 
could only speak at the “ will and courtesy” of a 
majority of the House. The rule was worse than 
that; one-fifth of the House could arrest debate, 


means yield his assent to the present measure, or | and impose instant silence upon aby subject. The 
the doctrines growing out of it, fraught, as he | sedition and alien laws had grown out of the war 
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did or did not believe. 
the minority, an army-opposing minority, were i 
without any such fears or belief, how stood the . 
facts? Our then Envoys to France, in their de- : 


spatches to the Government, which are now on 


the files of the House, communicated conversa- ; 


tions they had held with the underling agents of 
Talleyrand, which, under existing circumstances, 


went fully to authorize such apprehensions.— į 


About this time, too. it was known that one of 
the finest armies that ever had been raised in 


France, had been sent upon some distant expedi- ' 


tion, and no one knew where, for a considerable 
time. It was at length ascertained that it had 
gone to Egypt, with Bonaparte at their head. 


But whether Federal distrusts and apprehensions, - 
as to what the Government of France intended. . 


or their agents might menace, were such as they 
professed, or not, it was not for him to say. But 
he stood prepared to repeat what he had stated 
on the previous day, and could prove it, if neces- 
sary, upon the most unquestioned authority—au- 
thority entitled to the fullest Republican ered- 
ence, he would state—that the French Directory 
did meditate sending a force tothis country at that 
time. He had stated what he did state deliber- 
ately, and had nothing to retract, on the sub- 
ject.* 


* We arc informed that Doctor Logan is the author- 
ity above alluded to. The occasion of his visit to 
France at that time, and his interviews with that Gov- 


ernment, and the characters near it, (says our inform- £ 
ant,) make him the best authority for such a piece of ` 
He affirms the observation to be correct, - 
“that the French Directory in 1798 were not without į 


information. 


some views of sending a military force to the United 
States, not with any intention of conquest, but as in 
Holland, in case of certain events, to support a party 


they considered devoted to the interest of France. The ‘ 


impression made on his mind at the time, resulted from 
conversation with the Marquis Lafayette, at Hamburg; 


with Mr. Schimmelpennick, the Batavian Minister at ` 


Paris; and with Mr. Merlin, the best informed, most 


If it were otherwise, how comes it to pass that we 
are not shown to the cuntrary, and convinced of 
‘our errors? The best auswer is, it cannot be 
: shown. Letit appear when it would, the amount 
‘of our injuries, at that period and the present, 
would bear but a poor comparison. 

But, still, to show the more aggravated charac- 
‘ter of the former crisis, he would beg leave to 
: read another of those French decrees, having ref- 
erence to cur seamen only. It declares, “every 
1‘ person, native of friendly countries, allied to the 

t Freoch Republic, or neutral, holding a commis- 
-* sion, given by the enemies of France, or making 
* part of the crews of the vessels of war, or other 
‘enemy vessels, shall, for that act alone, be de- 
ic elared a pirate, and treated as such, without be- 
‘ing allowed, in any case, to allege he was forced 

t by violence, menaces, or otherwise.” 

Mr. S. said, thus, while the British take our 
sailors to make sailors of them, the French deter- 
mine to take them and hang them; but whether 
Í this decree of the Republic had ever been put in 
: execution or not, he had no recollection or knowl- 
! edge, but it would, nevertheless, hold out the ex- 
‘treme career of folly and madness, into which 
i that Government had gone at that time; and how 


: tory. The two latter gentlemen made particular in- 
: quiry respecting the disposition of the Republican par- 
: ty to receive the assistance of France. To such insin- 
‘uations he uniformly declared that, however attached 
the citizens of the United States were to France, they 
were only so, as faras the Government of France acted 
with justice, and consistent with the principles of her 
. Revolution, that, should she lose sight of these, and 
; not only continue her depredations on our commerce, 
! but should violate the territory of the United States, 
every citizen of our country would become her enemy; 


: that the same spirit of independence, which influenced 


` the citizens of the United States to oppose the armies 
of Britain in 1775, would engage them at all times to 


: oppose the hostile attack of any other Government on 


active and influential member of the Executive Direc- | earth.” : 
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much the comm 
have suffered undersuch a general system of law- 
less aggression and outrage. Could it have been 
found the policy of the United States to resort to 
war, the causes were fully sufficient to have jus- 
tified it." But the Republicans denied the policy 
of war for commerce, raised a “clamor” against 
the predominant party for having gone into such 
a war, and ultimately succeeded to oust them 
and take their places. How, therefore, gentle- 
men of professed Republican principles have now 
found out the policy of going to war for com- 
merce, and for a commerce, too, under far less 
embarrassment and annoyance from the Brit- 
ish Orders of Council, than formerly under the 
French decrees, it would be for themselves to 
account and reconcile, and not for him. Situ- 
ated, as the United States were at that time 
asa neutral nation with respect to the belliger- 
ents of Europe, he was onc who condemned the 
policy of the war, and his experience went to 
confirm him in the belief that the present would 
be equally impolitic, and more injurious to the 
nation, as the present was to be a war of aggres- 
sion and of foreign conquest. : 

But, Mr. Speaker, said Mr. S., we have been 
told all negotiation is now exhausted, and at an 
end; we have continued to entreat and supplicate 
the Governtnent of Great Britain in vain. This, 
he said, was true, and could not be denied; buthe 
would ask gentlemen if these things were not more 
degradingly true in 1798? Negotiation was not 
only tried afd supplicated in vain, but our nego- 
liators themselves treated with the utmost indig 
nity and insult. When their despatches arrived 
and were published, communicating these indig- 
nities, they pervaded the Union like the late earth- 
quake, and shook everything political to the centre, 
What the Republican minority in Congress would 
not deign to feel, the people felt for them; and 
when the elections came round, every-State gave 
way, not before Federal, except the good Old Do- 
minion, Virginia, and the State of Kentucky, then 
ealled the chicken of Virginia. These were the 
only two States in the Union able to breast up 
against the storm. When the elections of this 
year came on, Georgia gave way ; South Caro- 
lina was then, as she is now, with her usual tal- 
ents, contending for honor and for standing ar- 
“mies, to support it; North Carolina, too, sent up 
her homage of respect and confidence to the Gen- 
eral Government; the States of Maryland. Del- 
aware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York, 
added new strength and violence to the times ; 
and all New England, without the exception of 
a State, were in unison, the decided supporters of 
the war. 

Mr. &. said, so’ similar was the spirit of the 
former and present times, that all the difference 
he could perceive was, that the order of the busi- 
ness was inverted. Virginia and Kentucky, then 
the great opposition States to a war for com- 
merce, were now the great leading States for the 

resent war for commerce. He might well ask 
is colleague now, if there were as many as two 
States opposed to the present war? He did not 


erce of the United States must | know himself, but 


there was certainly not more 
i than two or, perhaps, three, and they the smallest: 
States inthe Union. There seemed scarcely any- 
thing in the causes, and even circumstances, of 
the present war, that did not bear a strong like- 
ness to the former. ‘ 
Mr. 8. said, in order to show the principles and 
the doctrine that Virginia then advocated, he 
j would claim the indulgence of the House, while 
he read a few passages from the proceedings of 
her Legislature. The following resolutions passed 
in 1799, and are said to have flowed from the pen 
of the present President: : 


“ Resolved, That the General Assembly do, and will 
always behold with indignation depredations on our 
commerce, insults on our citizens, iimpressments of our 
seamen, or any other injuries, committed on the peor 
ple or Government of the United States, by foreign 
nations.” Te 

“ Resolved, nevertheless, That our security from inva- 
sion, and the force of our militia, render a standing 
army unnecessary ; that the policy of the United States 
forbids a war of aggression; that our whole reliance 
ought to be on ourselves, and, therefore, that, while we 
will repel invasion at every hazard, we shall deplore 
and deprecate the evils of war for any other cause.” 


| These resolutions were followed up with an 
i address to the people of Virginia, inculcating the 

same doctrines in the ablest manner, and of these 
| five thousand copies were ordered to be printed, 
! and circulated through the State. It would not 
Í be amiss, he hoped, to read a paragraph or two. 


| «A lover of monarchy,” says the address, “ who opena 
| the treasures of corruption, by distributing emolument* 
| among devoted partisans, may, at the same time, be 
f approaching his object, and deluding the people with 
professions of republicanism. He may confound mon- 
archy and republicanism, by the art of definition. He 
may varnish over the dexterity which ambition never 
fails to display, with the pliancy of language, the se- 
duction of expediency, or the prejudices‘of the times. 
And he may come at length to avow, that so extensive 
a territory as that of the United States can only be 
governed by the cnergics of monarchy; that it can- 
not be defended, except by standing armics; and tha 
it cannot be united, except by consolidation.” : 


The more obnoxious measures are then stated, 
and the address thus winds up: l 

“ Pledged, as we are, fellow-citizens, to these sacred 
engagements, we yet humbly and fervently implore the 
Almighty Disposer of events to avert from our land 
war and usurpation, the scourges of mankind; to per- 
mit our fields to be cultivated in peace ; to instil into 
nations the love of friendly intercourse ; to suffer our 
youth to be educated in virtue, and to preserve our 
morality from the pollution invariably incident to hab- 
its of war; to prevent the laborer and the husbandman 
from being harassed by taxes and impostis; to remove 
from ambition the means of disturbing the common- 
wealth ; to annihilate all pretexts for power afforded 
by war; to maintain the Constitution, and to bless our 
nation with tranquillity, under whose benign influence, 
we may reach the summit of happiness and glory, to 
which we are destined by nature and nature’s God.” 


To this, said Mr. S., instructions to all her Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress were su- 
peradded, urging them to procure a revision of 


JANUARY, 1812. 


duction of the Army; prevent an augmentation 
of the Navy, and to effect a proportionate reduc- 
tion of the taxes. These views were all second- 
ed in Kentucky, and the doctrines of peace car- 
ried farther, perhaps, than Virginia herself had 
carried them. The zeal and the talents with 
which she enforced her opposition to the measures 
of the day could scarely have been surpassed 
upon any occasion. It is certain the celebrated 
resolutions of that State agaiust the alien and 
sedition laws, were couched in language more 
strong and decided than appeared from any other 
quarter. As to these things, Mr. Speaker, said 
Mr. S.. yourself, and other gentlemen from the 
State would be able to bear witness.* But while 
these things were passing in these two solitary 
Republican States, as then they used to be termed, 
what part was the minority in Congress acting ? 
They were all alive to the peace, and, as they be- 
lieved, to the true and permanent interest of the 
nation, and at a moment when a declaration of 
war was expected from the majority; they pre- 
occupied the floor, and laid a resolution on the 
table, in these words: * Resolved, That it is in- 
expedient to resort to war with the French Re- 
publie.” This, too, was accompanied with ano- 
ther, requesting the President to iustitute a new 
mission to France. The ery was then, as it is 
now, that this was the doctrine of * submission,” 
‘and “non-resistance,” that it would be crouching 
to our enemy, which the honor and independence 
of the country forbade. Mr, Adams, however, did 
commission the other Isnvoys to France. They 
were received, and succeeded to form a treaty. 
And the great, solid, and permanent, interest of 
the United States prevailed over what was then 
deemed the bubble idea cf honor, and had not 
been since called up to assume a serious aspect 
until the present time. | 

But, sir, said Mr. S., the British Orders in Coun- 
cil are to be contrasted with the French decrees. 
It would beacknowledged they both exhibit to us 
a deliberate system of plunder, and though alike 
in their effects upon our commerce, and were 
alike violations of all usage among civilized na- 
tions, disposed to be just, he did not believe gen- 
tlemen would contend those of the French were 
less violent or outrageous in either the letter or 
execution. For his part, he believed they were 
far more so. That French depredations at that 
time exceeded those of the British at any subse- 
quent period, there can be no question. Mr. S. 
said, he held in his hand some proof of the extent 
of French depredations, which, he said, gentle- 
men would not have it in their power to deny as 
authentic. He then referred to the convention 
of 1803, between France and the United States, 
where she stipulated that we should pay, as part 
of the purchase of Louisiana, $3,750,000 to our 


+ General Desha was understood to be in the Chair 
of the Legislature of Kentucky at the tume. 


‘tions had far cxeeeded that amount, 
lask gentlemen to show that, under the Orders in 
i Council, half that amount had been seized and 
| condemned. l: was not enough to say that the 
principle was the same, whether one or fifty ves- 
sels had been unjustly captured and condemned— 
that would not be denied. A single act of wan- 
ton, wilful injustice un the part of a nation, might 
i be justified as a good cause of war, as in the case 
‘of the attack on the Chesapeake; yet the policy 
i of such a war, on the part of the United States, 
‘might be questioned, and, in that case, was not 
‘justified under. Mr. Jefferson, although a case of 
insult, which was superadded to the very wrongs 
i for which we are now to go to war. Under the 
; greater wrongs and insults we are taught to for- 
i bear—the true “ policy of the United States forbid- 
| ding a war of aggression”—under the lesser, we 
‘are to fight for our honor, according to the new 
i policy. 
| The abuses we have suffered under the British 
isystem of impressment, said Mr. S., was a just 
| source of complaint, and a grievance seriously to 
| be regretted by every feeling American; but, un- 
| der all circumstances, it was not deemed a suffi- 
' cient cause of war, under General Washington, 
j when it commenced, nor under Mr. Adams, nor 
‘under Mr. Jefferson, when carried to its greatest 
‘extreme. Mr. S. then turned to the last report 
‘upon the subject, made in April, 1940, where it 
‘appeared nine hundred and three was the amount 
‘ of the returns, of which “ two hundred and cigh- 
| ty-seven had been discharged on application, thir- 
| ty were duplicates, thirty-four had voluntarily en- 
| tered.” and, among the rest, some were found 
“totally ignorant uf the United States ;” some 
desertions,” some “taken in privateers,” and some 
“with fraudulent and erased protections,” He 
had appealed to this report, he said, with uv other 
view than.to show that a great proportion of the 
complaints on this subject proceeded from per- 
sons not citizens of the United States, and there- 
fore not entitled to our protection; and, withal, 
to show the great number of their subjects we 
are in the constant habit of employing on board 
of our vessels, and the extreme difficulty the sub- 
ject presented as a matter of negotiation between 
the two countries. Under these circumstances, 
we knew it had not been deemed a good and suf- 
ficient cause of war, under General Washington’s 
Presidency, nor under any subsequent Adminis- 
tration, until the present. It had been always 
hoped the matter might be negotiated and ar- 
ranged in some amicable way. Mr. Monroe, Mr. 
S. trusted, would be received as good authority 
upon the subject, at this time of day. A para- 
graph or two from the letter, explanatory of his 
rejeeted treaty, would serve to show that Mr. 
Jefferson was not disposed, even to the last of his 
Administration, to break the peace of the coun- 
try on that ground: 
| “ The impressment of seamen (says Mr. Monroe in 
that letter) from our merchant vessels, is a topic which 
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claims a primary attention, from the order which it 
holds in your lctter, but more especially from some 
important considerations that are connected with it. 
The idea entertained by the public, is, that the rights 
of the United States were abandoned by the American 
Commissioners in the late negotiation, and that their 
seamen were left, by tacit acquiescence, if not by for- 
mal renunciation, to depend for their safety on the mer- 
cy of the British cruisers. I have, on the contrary, 
always believed, and still do believe, that the ground 
on which that interest was placed by the paper of the 
British Commissioners of November 8, 1806, and the 
explanations which accompanied it, was both honor- 
able and advantageous to the United States; that it 
contained a concession in their favor, on the part of 
Great Britain, on the great principle in contestation, 
never before made by a formal and obligatory act of 
the Government, which was highly favorable to their 
interest; and that it also imposed on her the obliga- 
lion to conform her practice under it, until a more com- 
plete arrangement should be concluded, to the just 
claims of the United States.” 


He further adds, in another place: 


“Tt was the more to be presumed, that the Govern- 
ment was willing to accept, in thé mode which it pro- 
posed, the condition which we might be able to obtain 
in the other, from the consideration, that the latter were 
under its view at the time the instructions were given, 
by the paper of the British Commissioners, of Novem- 


United States to hold and govern them. If we 
did, we must infuse a little more energy into our 
systera of Government than it had at present— 
the energy of standing armies and standing taxes. 
Great Britain, sir, said he, deserves war at our 
hands. deserves to be chastised, and made to be 
just, if we had the power to do it. But wearea 
young nation, and have not the power. Toat- 
tempt it, is but to throw aside our pacific charac- 
ter, and put on that of a belligerent military one; 
in fact, to inflict ruin upon ourselves. She strug- 
gles, sir, for her existence; and if she meets her 
fate, it will have proceeded from the madness of 
her own councils, and the folly of her own meas- 
ures. Her conduct conciliates no American feel- 
ings in her behalf; it ought not. But shall we, 
therefore, permit ourselves to fall into the same 
madness in our councils, and commit like folly 
in our measures? Can we persuade ourselves, 
that a “ war of ageression” and conquest ean suit 
the gréat agricultural interests of our country ? 
Will it subserve the interests of commerce itself, 
or, indeed, any other interest, in the present state 
of the world? Though not impossible to hope, 
it was certainly not reasonable to expect it. The 
vexations of our commerce, from the one or the 
other of the belligerents, since the French Revo- 
lution commenced, had continued, without inter- 


ber 8, and our letter of the 11th, and the certainty with ruption, during their wars to the present time, 


which it, (the Government,) as well as we, must have 
been impressed, that more favorable conditions could 
not be expected.” And again: “The Government 
was equally willing, with us, to enter into some ar- 
rangement, which would preserve the peace of the 
country, although it should not accomplish the object 
which had been so ardently desired.” 


More on this head need not be added, as it is 
most manifest, if war was to grow out of im- 
pressment, that it ought to have been declared 
while the Chesapeake affair hung over us, as that 
disgraceful occurrence grew out of impressment. 
But Mr. Jefferson cherished a different policy, 
_ and would not call Congress on the occasion. 
Mr. Speaker, said Mr. S., if we are to raise the 
proposed army, commence a war of conquest, 
take possession‘of the Canadas, and, afterwards. 
as the gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 
' Harper) tells us, we are to turn our attention to 
the Bahama Islands, and conquer them also, when 
and where is this spirit of conquest and dominion 
toend? If we indulge in it, then are we to be 
overwhelmed with all the miseries of poor miser- 
able Europe ; for there can be no end to wars of 
ambition and conquest. From a consciousness, 
on the part of Great Britain, that we could take 
possession of the Canadas, he believed she had 
forborne to make direct war upon us before now. 


and afforded just cause of war to the United 
States, but the policy and expediency of it was 
denicd, on the Republican side of the question, at 
ail times. 
Notwithstanding, sir, what gentlemen may say, 
i We are at present the freest, happiest, and most 
prosperous people upon earth, combining the 
view of our internal improvements with our ex- 
ternal commerce. It may be well said, our mer- 
chants are the Jasons of the day, and are literal- 
ly fetching away from Portugal and Spain the 
golden fleece, and leaving Great Britain anc 
France to contend for the carcass. Such was the 
price, and such the demand, for our wheat ang 
flour in those countries. The truth is, sir, that 
the great commercial question is between the 
United States and Frauce, and her continental 
system.* Her municipal regulations. and her ex- 
elusion of our commerce, deprives the Southern 
States of their greatest and best markets for their 
tobacco and cotton. These articles are not worth 
taking to market, and, without some change in 
Bonaparte’s system, never like to be so again. 
That this is the state of the case, gentlemen can- 
not deny; a communication from the French 
Minister, and other documents on the table, goto 
show it. The President, in his Message, has 
recommended to Congress to adopt countervail- 


She was not very squeamish on the subject of | ing measures, but nothing has been yet done. 
y q 2 ? o 


war; and when we prohibit all trade with her, 
which, he believed, it was just and right to do, 
she had no interest in a peace with us. Thus 
the Canadas, he observed, had served us as a 
pledge for her better behaviour. He would rather 
they should remain that pledge, than possess our- 
selves of them, and then not know what to do 
with them afterwards. It was impossible for the 
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British injustice has been justly met with the 
non-importation law—a countervailing system, 
such as has been relied upon heretofore, under 


* By a late report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
it appears we export of our native productiuns to Great 
Britain - - $20,308,275- 
'Fo France and Ital 1,194,275 
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States from the calamities of a war—and was 
such a one as must operate, and did operate, with 
as much effect upon the enemy as the contem- 
plated war could do, and with far less evil effects 
upon our own interests and happiness. The law 
in question did not itself propose to the belliger- 
ents to go farther than to enforce non-intercourse 
with that one which should not repeal her edicts; 
and, for one, he was not disposed to go farther. 

Mr. S. said he had opposed the war, and the 
measures leading to it,as impolitic and unjust, 
in Mr. Adams’s time, and should not feel himself 
an honestand consistent politician not to oppose the 
war nowcontemplated. It would be for others to 
recoucile the old Republican policy with the new, 
in their own way ; it was not in his power to do 
it. The affair of the Chesapeake taken out of the 
question, the state of the case was plain aud easy. 
The amount of French depredations is known to 
have been nearly four millions at that period, for 
we paid it to our own merchants according to 
the convention of 1803, and the character of the 
belligerent edicts are before us. We can see and 
compare them for ourselves. We predicate the 
present war without equal data, upon an alleged 
amount of wrongs. 

If, sir, we pass the bill before us to raise the 
twenty-five thousand men, it will be rather a Con- 

ressional than a Presidential army. The Pres- 

ident, under his view of the occasion, recommends 
an additional force of ten thousand men as suffi- | 
cient to put the country in that armor and atti- j 
tude which he deemed proper to meet the crisis ; ; 
and still, not with views of immediate war, so far | 
as we know, we make it twenty-five thousand, | 


dividual or in a nation: how long to bear, and 
when to resist, is the province of reason to decide, 
not of passion—it is the business of sound calcu- 
lation; it must be determined from an enlightened 
view of all the attendant circumstances. Among 
these circumstances I readily admit, that the re- 
putation of courage. the character of avenging 
wrongs, is entitled to great consideration, inas- 
much as it often prevents future insult and injury. 
It is wisdom to determine on the best course, and 
when that course is determined on, it is courage 
firmly to pursue it; and itis honorable to listen 
alike to the dictates of wisdom, as well as of cour- 
age. I confess T am too proud to caleulate—in 
the language of unerring truth, “to sit down and 
count the cost.” 

For what do we go to war? Not for the com- 
forts or conveniences of life—not for our lands, 
our wives, our children, our families—not for our 
laws, our liberties, or our institutions : all these we 
have, and they are safe. For I do maintain, Mr. 
Speaker, that our country is essentially prosper- 
ous. It is highly so, when compared with any 
other country. Our agriculture and manufactures 
are daily improving. Where is the person in 
America who suffers for want of the necessaries 
of life2—for fuod, clothing or shelter? Where 
are the children who want instruction, or who go 
hungry to bed? If we go to war, it will be for 
luxuries, not for necessaries. I know that consider- 
able difficulties exist in our mercantile towns 
from the interruption of trade, and I deeply regret 
them; but many of the evils of which we com- 


and declare them for purposes of immediate war. | plain have not sprung from foreign injury—they 
All this may be, as it should be, a just and wise are artificial—they have grown out of our exten- 
course, but 1t appeared to him like supporting the | sive system of banking. By means of banks, 
Administration over much. He was willing to} credit has been obtained easily—money has ap- 
support it, and go with the majority so long as | peared plenty: we have been too extravagant in 
they adhered to the principles which brought} our expenses, and we have contracted debts with 
them into power, and no longer. re much facility. War will not remedy these 
Mr. Srow.—Mr. Speaker, as I am not in the | eyils—it will not pay our debts, but it will increase 
habit of occupying the time of this House, trust | the disorder, and plunge us deeper into debt. 
they will listen to the few observations I am about But we are going to war for commerce. Com- 
to make with patience. The subject is of the ut- | merce will be annihilated by war. We are to 
most importance, aud as it is my misfortune to} fight for the right of carrying our productious to 
differ in opinion with most of my political friends, | the Continent, where no prudent man would carry 
it isa duty I owe to this House, to my constitu- | them. We are to go to war for what must be 
ents, and to myself, to make some explanation. | destroyed by war; and we are about to fight for 
We are this day called upon, Mr. Speaker, to | the right of going where we do not want to go: 
decide the most momentous question which has! or, are we to fight our cotton and tobacco through 
ever came before the Legislature of this country | the hostile fleets of Great Britain, and through 
since the Declaration of Independence, On our j the municipal edicts of Napoleon, to a market, 
decision hang the future destinies of our country. | and then trust fortune for getting the avails of it 
Peace and war are alike before us. Our determi-; pack? For these idle projects—for these less than 
nation is, in my opinion, to pronounce whether i“ shadowy forms”—we are about to plunge this 
this country shall have peace, plenty, laws, liberty | nation into all the horrors of war. For these we 
| 


and rational religion ; or whether we shail have! are to have standing armies, and navies, and im- 
not a single war, of two, six or eight years, as the | pressments, (for I do maintain, that from the 
ease may be—but whether, by one war, we shall | nature of the thing, to make a navy efficient, you 
create an interest which will plunge us into all | must resort to impressment,) and widows, and 
the future wars which shall agitate the civilized ! orphans, and taxes, and debts, and funding systems, 
world. But we are told that whenever a nation | and contractors, and stockjobbers, and speculators, 
is injured, honor imperiously calls it to war—that | and Executive patronage. Can auy curse be 
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added? Yes, monarchy, in due time, for these 
are the stuf which monarchies are made of. And 
for all these evils the people, that is, the industri- 
ous farmers and mechanics, are to be compensa- 
ted in Quebec, in Halifax, and in glory. When 
all the vices and calamities which attend the sys- 
tem of an eternal succession of wars, present 
themselves before me, as a lover of my country, I 
hardly know whether to wish that the war we 
are about to engage in may be successful or not. 
If it shall be unsuccessful, I shall have to endure 
the mortification of seeing my country disgraced ; 
and, if successful, L fear it will lure her on toa 
system of wars and debts, which must end in the 
loss of her liberties. 

We are told. Mr. Speaker, that commerce must 
be protected. From whom doesthiscome? Have 
the ship owners asked your assistance? Are there 
any petitions from merchants on your table? No. 
They, for once, beg only that you will Jet them 
alone ; you have already loved them (as the ape 
did her child) so well, that you have hugged them 
almost to déath. It is remarkable that this spirit 
of protecting commerce has come from the in- 
terior! Itis not from the ship owners, but it is 
from men furthest removed from ships. Whena 
man rises in this House, you may almost tell how 
ardent he will be, by knowing how far distant he 
lives from the sea. But how, Mr. Speaker, are 
we going to protect commerce? By taking Can- 
ada! Under this pretext (I meant to say project,) 
our commerce is really to be swept from the ocean 
~it is to be annihilated! How will the capture 
of Canada protect commerce? It will be like a 
man who, for the purpose of securing a rice field, 
should go and fence his neighbor’s corn field. No, 
Mr. Speaker, if you will defend your rights on the 
ocean, it must be by a powerful maritime foree— 
it must be by seventy-fours—it must be such a 
force as can cope with your enemy: lay a fifty-six 
pound weight in one scale, and go to putting 
pound weights in the other scale, and you will 
-have done nothing till you have put in fifty-six of 
them—you will not have raised the opposite side a 
single inch. It is the same in maritime affairs— 
unless a nation can cope with, she builds ships 
only for her enemy. 

I repeat, that it is the business of sound calen- 
lation, to determine whether the evils induced by 
such a fleet, would not be greater than all we 
should suffer from the want of it. The object of 
a nation, or individual, ought to be, to choose the 
least possible evil, Without regarding this prin- 
ciple, a person, because he had a right to travel a 
certain road, would not go round an inch, but 
would push forward, although it were beset by 
highway men, and his advance were certain death. 
A person who should fight for mere right, with- 
out any calculation of utility, would stop to cuff 
a bear or a thorn bush, if it chanced to be in his 
way. But, Mr. Speaker, some gentlemen appear 
to have an uiter aversion to calculation—they 
seem as if they did not dare to trust themselves 
with it—they can hardly bear to adjourn from 
day to day. Let me tell those gentlemen, who 

aveso much fear that the spirit will cool by a 


soon cool under the walls of Quebec. 
not trust themselves in this comfortable place, 
they would soon be brought to other counsels 
amidst the snows of Canada. 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, I have endeavored to ex- 
plain, though in short, my views of the subject. 
In the present situation of the world, I am in 
favor of peace—but the majority have the right 
to decide. Ishall consider the vote about to be 
given on this bill as pronouncing their determi- 
nation; and should it be in favor of war, I shall 
deem it my duty to support that determination, 
and to do all in my power to make war successful, 
and to bring it to an honorable close. 

Mr. D. R. Witutams said, there was nothing 
more natural than a desire to justify the vote we 
are called upon to give upon so important a ques- 
tion a question as the present; even in ordinar 
cases it is both natural and justifiable; muc 
more so in a case which is of sufficient magni- 
tude, abstractly considered, to excite all our solici- 
tude, now become infinitely more momentous by 
the course the argument has taken; for the ques- 
tion is, not only shall the bill pass, but shall there 
be war? 

After the maturest deliberation he had been 
able to give the subject, he must confess that he 
was not perfectly satisfied with the details of the 
bill before the House. He believed it to be fairly 
liable to the objections urged against it by his 
worthy friend from North Carolina,(Mr. Macon.) 
Sir, the organization of the troops contemplated 
to be raised is new ; it is true it had been inti- 
mated to be an imitation of the French organiza- 
tion, but that js not the fact, and, viewing it as 
an experiment, he could not but distrust it or any 
other that should be attempted at this time. It 
puts down the old system, which carried’ us safe 
and triumphant through our war, and perhaps 
might better through another than to take up one 
that is new, untried, experimental; besides, it 
certainly does establish.a preference in the com- 
mand of officers of the same grade in the old and 
this new army; he thought the jealousies suffi- 
cient already, without adding new causes; butas 
it is impossible every member should obtain his 
precise wishes in matters of detail, perhaps no 
one ought sooner to distrust his own judgment 
than himself, and as the principle of the bill met 
his approbation, he would vote for it, more espe- 
cially as he considered it the first measure of war 
against Great Britain. 

To his mind there appeared to be only these 
courses left for the nation: Repeal the non- 
importation law and take a war with France; 
make war on Great Britain, or submit to the 
principle of her Orders in Council. Which alter- 
vative then shall we accept’? He had no agency 
in bringing the country into its present situation, 
but it was not, therefore, less his duty to exert 
every effurt to rescue her from it. The period 
had arrived when he considered indifference as 
criminal; that he who was not for his country 
was against it. He was not disposed to repeal 
the non-importation law at this time; because he 
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-perious in his mind, as to induce him, by any | 
-vote of his, to violate a faith so dear, and hereto- | 
fore so immaculate. | 
pen when it may, must necessarily depend on | 
circumstances that are not yet known. | 

To yield to the principle of the Orders in Coun- 
cil, is a virtual abandonment of the rights of an 
independent nation. He meant not to drivel out 
this debate by following some gentlemen through 
their tedicus details concerning the relative im- 
portance of the events of 1798; let us come home 
to the present times, and inquire what is that 
principle? Practically considered, it is the exer- 
cise of supreme legislation over us, involving not 
only all the attributes of legitimate sovereignty 
but despotism direct. And when honored with 
seats in this House, while intrusted with the 
interests and rights, too, of the people of the Uni- 
ted States, shall we basely, and without resist- 
ance, sucenmb to British domination ? The ques- į 
tion then is, ought resistance to be made by physi- | 
eal force? 

He could not but rejoice that neither the revo- 
cation nor modification of the F'rench cdicts enter 
into the present discussion. However positive 
ahd important the repeal or modification of the 
Berlin and Milan decrecs may be to us, they are, 
in relation to Great Britain, now merged by her 
in considerations of far different character and | 
import. The demands made by that Govern- | 
ment, through its accredited Minister here, has 
thrown the repeal of those decrees entirely out of 
the dispute; because, contrary to her solemn and 
reiterated promises, whether they are repealed or 
not, her orders are to be continued in force. What | 
now is made the basis of their revocation? You 
are required to act within the territorial limits of 
France; to put down her municipal regulations; 
to overthrow her whole system of internal trade | 
and manufacture, whereby a channel may be! 
opened for the introduction of British manufac- | 
tures into French ports. Is it possible that any 
man can mistake the secret object of such a re- 
quisition? Can it be concealed that it is equiva- 
lent to an absolute, unqualified rejection of every 
overture for a repeal on her part? What pretext 
of justice has she for such a demand? Are French 
manufactures admitted into her ports? Will she 
admit them under any circumstance whatever ? 
Does she even permit you, who are to procure 
this advantage for her, to carry your own manu- 
factures to her dominions? No. If, then, the 
renunciation of the principle of her orders depends 
upon our securing to her the introduction of her! 
manufactures into France, what are we to ex- 
pect? What other resource than positive resist- 
ance have we left? We are then brought to aj 
direct decision, either to submit to the principle, 
or to oppose it by force. Submit! did he say ? 
he shrunk with detestation from the idea! Indeed 
he felt humbled by the seeming necessity of 


tion may yet be effected with Great Britain ap- 
pears perfectly unfounded. If there is a member 
of this House too idle to examine, or having ex- 
amined the documents on your table, hsa not 
confidence in their statements, or does not be- 
lieve that every effort by negotiation has been 
made, such a man deserves not to be convinced; 
to all others, any illustration of mine is unneces- 
sary. Sir, negotiation has been exhausted ; there 
is silent but conclusive testimony to the fact. 
Neither within this House, nor without it, to his 
knowledge, has any man, however violently op- 
posed to the Administration, ventured the slight- 
est intimation to the contrary; even the gentle- 
man from Virginia, acute as he is, and hard as 
he labored against the bill, did not suggest a 
doubt. If, then, negotiation is exhausted—it isa 
fact no where denied—what alternative have we 
but to fight or succumb? Gentlemen need not 
dwell upon the miseries, the consequences of war. 
I dread the curses of posterity more. But, sir, 
what are the causes of war? Similar injuries 
with those of which the old Congress complained, 
and against which they fought. Great Britain 
“ exercises unbounded sovereignty on the ocean; 
‘ she names the ports and nations to which alone 
‘our merchandise should be carried, and with 
t whom alone we should trade.” The wanton 
plunder of our property—the unprovoked im- 
pressment of our fellow-citizens—the assertion of 
principlcs, and the practice upon them, absolutely 
incompatible with our independence! Shall E go 
on? No. Gentlemen cannot bear to hear the 
nauseous catalogue of wrongs repeated ; notwith- 
standing they will not resent them. The same 
gentleman from Virginia acknowledges we have 
had sufficient and justifiable causes of war ever 
since the years 1805 and 1806. Indeed! what 
were they? The interruption of a trade during 
war, net enjoyed in a time of peace. Was the 
impressment of seamen then such a cause of war? 
If these were justifiable causes of war then, how 
can he refuse to avenge the wrongs of his coun- 
try now, increased and extended as they are? To 
his mind the interruption of that foreign carrying 
trade, injurious as it was, bears no comparison 
with her restrictions on the exportation of our 
own products. He could not give utterance to 
the indignation he felt at the imposition of a 
transit duty on our commerce to any part of the 
world that Great Britain might choose to inter- 
dict. No; the gentleman may reply, the Orders 
in Council do not levy contribution on our trade 
now, they are modified, so as only to interdict 
particular places. If one place, why not every 
other place? But, indeed, has that proud, un- 
bending nation modified her orders, of whom he 
declared it was impossible to divert from her pur- 
pose? Was it discovered she had taken too rank, 
hold upon the peaceable habits of our people? 
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That the imposition of such a tax had excited a 
ferment injurious to herself, the consequence of 
which no sophistry could conceal? Was the burn- 
ing of gin at Baltimore calculated to induce a 
belief that it might renew the same scenes with 
tbe destruction of tea at Boston? The outrage 
was, indeed, too nearly allied to the causes of the 
‘Revolution to be borne. The orders are there- 
fore modified ; but the evil still exists, the prin- 
ciple is retained, and is the same, whether exer- 
cised by her in imposing a tax on our trade, in 
restricting our commerce to particular places, or 
in asserting unbounded sovereignty on the ocean. 
What, at this moment, is the practical Operation 
of her orders? She marks out the course and des- 
tination of your ships, laden with the productions 
of. your own soil; if you vary in the least from 
the limits she prescribes, your property is cap- 
tured and condemned “for contravening His 
Majesty’s Orders in Council!” Shall we be again 
asked for the causes of war? 

The same gentleman of Virginia asks, what are 
the objects of the war? The objects are necessa- 
rily involved in the causes of war; and, to his 
mind, were legitimate, honorable, just, and neces- 
sary. The liberation of our unfortunate, incaree- 
rated scamen is one object acknowledged by the 
gentleman to be proper. The sufferings of this 
meritorious description of citizens, who are as 
much entitled to protection as any other, (no mat- 
ter how elevated,) cannot be palliated, and ought 

no longer to be endured. The right (not a re- 
stricted permission from Great Britain) toa free 
and common use of the ocean is another; the 
renunciation of a principle which exercises for- 
eign jurisdiction over us, another; the reac- 
knowledgment, not in form, but in fact, of inde- 
pendence—practical sovereignty—another. There 
ean be neither security for our rights nor our prop- 
erty, when the power of taxation can be exer- 
cised, (it is immaterial under what name or char- 
acter,) without representation ; for surely the pro- 
duce of labor is his, who can take of it whatever 
he pleases. Deprived of these great and vital ob- 
jects, who has a mind to calculate the result 2 
And yet, great and vital as they are, they consti- 
tute only a part. Will the gentleman reply, they 
are neither just nor necessary? What gave rise 
ta the Revolution? Not a paltry tax on stamps 
‘or tea, but the assertion of the right to those taxes, 
What now is our situation? The principle and 
practices against which we are called upon to 
act, are, in magnitude and importanec, infinitely 
` transcending those of that day. To avoid war, 
we have receded, step by step, until we have not 
one inch of honorable ground left to stand on. 
Are we not degenerated? He would be glad to 
learn from the gentleman which of the numerous 
outrages we have suffered from Great Britain is 
greatest. So numerous are they, it appeared to 
his mind almost impossible to determine which 
is worst. Weare now called upon to assert these 
objects; if there is no other practicable mode 
than force, we are bound to make great and cheer- 
‘ful sacrifices to sustain that force. But suppose 
unqualified submission is yielded, will that satisfy 


her? He thought not. A disposition to advance 
on a receding opponent marks her character ; 
your own experience teaches; yield them but for 
a cent, or a moment, and her system is fastened 
on your neck forever. To.war there must be an 
end; to this there never will be. Her system, 
sir, is levelled at your most valuable interests; in 
[a pecuniary point of view, it carries poverty and 
wretchedness everywhere; in every other it ought 
to be spurned with detestation. Indeed, sir, it is 
fastening a gangrene at the heart of the nation, 
| which will impusthumate in corruption and ruin; 
its life-strings must rot. 
|, It has been said our Constitution is not calcu- 
i lated to sustain a war. It surely is not calculated 
| for submission ; if it be, its brightest glories are 
| gone, and his solicitude for its preservation must 
vanish with its virtues. He did not believe this 
| was the fact. What is this Constitution 2. It is 
|a system of government which combines a vast 
| variety of interests and character in one great 
national family. In this family are many pecu- 
liar interests; how, then, is it to be kept together? 
He wished to feel for the people of New England 
as he felt før the people of the South—each have 
į their peculiar interests, That of the Eastern sec- 
| tion of the Union depends upon the right to navi- 
| gate the ocean; that of the Southern States, in 
i the possession of a certain species of personal 
| property. If you withdraw the protection of the 
| General Government from either, what is there 
i left to cement its attachment to the Union? Wilt 
jany man contend that the rights of the one on 
the ocean are not as dear, or ought not to be 
maintained, as far as practicable, as inviolate as 
| those of the other on the land? But it has been 
| said, by the same gentleman, the people will not 
| support a war for any object that does not touch 
their soil. There seems to be a sort of magic in 
these words. The British capture American ves- 
sels laden with the produets of our own soil, des- 
| tined to France; the people will not resent this, 


because the soil is not touched. He would be 
glad to learn from the gentleman what principle 
lis there that will justify the seizure of our pro- 
| duce on its passage from Charleston to Bordeaux. 
i that will not equally justify the capture of our 
| vessels bound from Boston to New York? What 
j then becomes of your coasting trade, the most 
| important branch of commerce? It may all be 
| destroyed; and yet, according to the doctrines of 
| the day, the soil is not touched! But the destruc- 
i tion of the coasting trade is not sufficient to'sat- 
| isfy the implacable hatred of the enemy; the 
| bays, rivers, and harbors, are infested with pi- 
| rates; everything that fluated on their broad 
' bosoms is also destroyed; this comes still nearer 
the land, yet the soil is not touched ! Suppose the 
soil is touched, the hostile standard planted on 
the castle, and Boston laid in ashes, will the gen- 
tleman be contented to drive the enemy to the 
lines? He dare not follow them ; beyond it would 
be foreign war! Yes, sir, just as much foreign 
war as we propose to wage; the people will not 
bear it! This is just such stuff “as dreams are 
made of.” The soil, sir, is touched; he felt it 
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publicans opposed the war of that day. It was 
not his intention to follow the gentleman (Mr. 
Stanrorp) through his long details of those 
times. He was unwilling now to excite feelings 
long since buried. It appeared to him that this 
gentleman’s opposition was induced by a singu- 
lar cause indeed. It seems we have adopted a 
new rule at the present session—one not prac- 
tised on in 1798; and as there was no war then, 
it will be out of order to resort to it now. 

(Mr. Stanrorp explained, that he had not said 
there was no war then, but that he had been op- 
posed to the war.] 

He thought (continued Mr. WituiaMs) it was 
not material to inquire whether the provocation 
was greater in 1798 than now; but whether the 
present causes of war can no otherwise be re- 
moved; and if not, is war therefore necessary and 
just? But, if we must look back into the amount 
of our losses then; if gentlemen must be met 
upon their miserable calculations of pounds, shil- 
lings, and pence, lef us examine the statements 
of the gentleman from North Carolina ; if I mis- 
take him I shall be glad to be corrected. Iun- 
derstood him to say the proof was indisputable, 
that the injuries then were greater than the pres- 
ent, because, in the Louisiana treaty, there was a 
stipulation for the payment of more than three 
millions of dollars to American citizens, being the 


he can get, no one can more heartily despise than 
himself. Such are the wretches who alone are 


influenced by any such unworthy considerations. 

; Argument upon this point is superfluous. He 
| appealed to the gentleman himself for the fact. 
| He could not but consider the inducements to 
| avoid the war of 1798 to be very different from 
; such as present themselves now. What was our 
| situation then? Does it bear the least resemblance 
‘to the present? We then enjoyed a prosperous 
| trade with Great Britain. which the gentleman 
states to be to that of France as thirty-two to 
two. Neutrality was then practicable ; we were 
in fact reaping the golden fruits of neutral trade. 
While all its rich streams were pouring into our 
i country from every part of the world, we were 
then growing rich and great; it surely was in- 
expedient to go to war; we could gain nothing 
; by it; it was madness. Do these circumstances 
exist now. 

But the people were jealous of the Army in 
1798. He wished he could speak of the transac- 
i tions of those days without alluding to the facts 
| calculated to excite unpleasant feelings. This 
;was not his object. Why were they jealous? 
| They saw that the army was palpably useless, or 
! worse. Jt was impossible to employ it against 
: France; not so against themselves. The alien 
| and sedition laws; the doctrine of the necessity 
| of humbling in dust and ashes a great democratie 

State, filled them with alarms; they feared their 


amount of depredation on our commerce by | then rulers intended to change the Government,. 
France; and that this sum far exceeded the|and that the Army was the instrument to effect 
losses sustained. by the Orders in Council. The! that purpose. The volunteers, too, were opposed— 
gentleman is unfortunate in his comparison. Al- j their Pretorian bands—because the power vested 


though there are no documents in the possession 
of the House which show the number of captures 
under ‘the Orders in Council, from the best esti- 
mate he could make, and from the epinion of 
practical men in the House, that amount falls 
far short of the recent captures that are every 
hour increasing. Since the decision of Sir Wil- | 
liam Scott, in the case of the Fox, ninety others ; 
(he spoke from memory) had been condemned. ! 
The average value of these vessels and cargoes is | 
consjdered low at fifty thousand dollars, and in 
the aggregate far exceed the losses he has alluded | 
to. When itis remembered, that, during the op- ; 
eration of the Berlin and Milan decrees, American | 
merchants withheld their shipments to France— | 
for after the case of the Horizon every one was 
alarmed—it is very evident that the orders have | 
been as deadly as in such circumstances they 
could be. Is other proof required? Look to the | 
insurance offices; they will not insure against i 
captures under the Orders in Council for less 
than a war premium. 

Why, asked the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Suerrey,) shall we raise an army now, when we 
refused to do itin 1798? Was it because we were | 


in the States, in relation to them, was contra- 
vened. The States were robbed of the absolute 
right to officer them; he said robbed, as that 
power which is wisely given to the States asa 
counterpoise to the physical force of the General 
Government, was unconstitutionally taken from 
them and given to the President alone. 

He understood the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Suerrey) to say, we were going to war for 
a mere phantom; for, ifthe orders were repealed 
to-morrow, the trade to France was not worth 
having. What are the orders worth? said he. 
Nothing; they were only paper and ink. The 
deep inroad that horrible system has made on the 
character and interest of his country ought not 
to be so considered. Is it possible there should. 
be one man left in the nation who can think the 
revocation of a principle which not only shuts 
the continent of Europe against your commerce, 
but warrants its extension through every species 


land grade of injury and insult, only paper and 


ink! It may be easy for the gentleman, who esti- 
mates national honor as a bubble, to contemplate 
the Orders in Council with perfect indifference; 
but, for himself, he could not see in them any- 
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thing that was not perfectly loathsome. Sir, we 
haye talked so long about trade—about what 
ought and ought not to be granted—it seemed we 
had forgotten what it ever had been. Let us look 
back a little; perhaps when we are sensible of 
what we have lost, we may be willing to make 
the greater efforts to regain it. Iam apprized, 
sir, that the theory of the balance of trade be- 
tween nations, taken from custom-house books, 
(we have no other authority,) has constantly, 
and, perhaps, will continue to deceive the wisest 
statesmen; but, so far as our reports from the 
Treasury go to show the amount of actual im- 
ports and exports, they may be safely relied on. 
‘What, sir, was the state of our commerce in 
1804? Upon an average of the years 1802, 1803, 
and 1804, it stood thus: To the British domin- 
ions, in Europe, (Gibraltar excepted.) we annu- 
ally exported, of domestic products, $16,430,000 ; 
of foreign merchandise, $2 260,000; making an 
aggregate of exports, $15,690,000 ; but the amount 
of our imports, from the same places, was $27,- 
400,000; Icaving a balance in favor of Great Brit- 
ain of $11,710,000; but notwithstanding the ex- 
ortation of cotton had increased in 1804 to 
$6,200,000, the exports of that year were only 
$13,200,000, while the importation had been 
swelled to the enormous amount of $27,600,000; 
leaving a balance against us, for that year, $14,- | 
200,000. The balance in favor of Great Britain, 
in our trade to British India, is stated at $8,500,000, 
which, added to that of her European dominions, 
constitute a balance in her favor of $15,240,000. 
It is to this point he wished to call the gentle- 
man’s attention. How is that balance obtained ? 
If he will attempt to account for it indisputably, 
he must find the Orders in Council are not merely 
paper and ink. Again, sir, the importations from 
all parts of the world, during the same period, 
were, from British dominions, $35,970,000 ; from 
the Northern Powers, Prussia and Germany, 
$7,094,000; from Holland, France, Spain, and 
Italy, (now France,) $25 475,000; from the do- 
minions of Portugal, $1.083,000; from China and 
other native Powers of Asia, $4,856,000; from all 
other places, $838,000; making an aggregate of 
$75,316,000. The exports for the same period, 
and to all other parts of the world, were, of do- | 
mestic produce, $39,928,000; of foreign merchan- | 
dise, $28,533,000; of these amounts there were! 
exported to the countries over which the French | 


dominion is now extended, of domestic produce, 
$12,183,000, and of foreign merchandise, $18;- 
495.000; making the aggregate exports to those 
places, $30,673,000; theageregateim ports amount- 
Ing to $25,475,000, leaves a balance in our favor 
‘of $5,203,000; while, at the same time, the bal- 
ance was on the trade to British dominions, $15,- 
240,000 against us. Sir, what has become of this 
commerce? He entreated the gentleman to in- 
form us how this immense balance was to be set- 
tled when all the commerce of the country, to 
other places than British, was cut off? Every 

tactical man knows, the gentleman himself must 

now, that the profits of the trade now destroyed 
by the Orders in Council are necessary to make 


up the deficit of our exports to Great Britain. 
The gentleman states the exports of domestic 
produce to France at $2,700,000; to Great Brit- 
ain at $32,000,000; of course, said he, to go to 
war for the revocation of the Orders in Council 
would be to barter a trade of thirty-two millions 
for one of two millions seven hundred thousand 
dollars. So that, by the same process of reason- 
ing, had the orders destroyed the whole trade to 
French dominions, it would be still more unwise 
to resist them, as the trade to Great Britain would 
be in a still greater proportion than thirty-two to 
two. Is it possible the gentleman should not see 
that, by his argument, the greater the injury suf- 
fered from the Orders in Council, the greater 
would be their justification ? 

(Mr. Surrrey explained, that he had stated the 
exports to France were only $2,700,000, previous 
to the existence of the Orders in Council, and 
therefore could not have been reduced to that 
sum by those orders. He was satisfied the gen- 
tileman from South Carolina did not mean to 
mistake him.] 

The gentleman (continued Mr. Wittiams) 
does me justice; to misrepresent him is the far- 
thest thing from my intention. But, Mr. Speaker, 
there is no difference in point of fact between the 
gentleman from Virginia and myself, however 
we may difer about terms, Sir, that trade was 
destroyed by British agency, and it is altogether 
immaterial whether the destruction was effected 
by her blockade of France, or by this or that 
Order of Council; the injury is received, the de- 
struction is effected, the principle is the same. 
Sir, the injury is not confined to the reduction of 
the trade to France only, but affects that to Great 
Britain also, so far as its profits are necessary to 
maintain that trade. But what is the condition 
of the commerce with Great Britain now, which 
he estimates at 32,000,000? Truly miserable. 
The great staples of your country, wheat and flour 
excepted, (observe they are not articles of perma- 
nent export to Great Britain.) had better be 
thrown off the wharf than shipped there, Let 
me suppose the gentleman to be engaged in a par- 
ticular branch of commerce; that his sales are 
restricted toa market glutted with from three to 
ten times the amount of its consumption, would 
not his ruin be inevitable? How is tobacco af- 
fected? Export 75,000 hogsheads to any place 
where only 15,000 are consumed, and the effect is 
obvious. Inquire into the state of the cotton 
inarket; where is the crop of 1810? A curse to 
him who meddled with it! Where is that of 
1811? Rotting at home in the hands of the 
grower, waiting the repeal of the Orders in Coun- 
cil. Sir, I know, I feel these to be some of the 
effects of those orders; yet they must not be re- 
sisted, it would be to barter a trade of thirty-two 
for two! They are mere paper and ink! 

But we are going to war for honor; that it 
seems is a mere bubble. It was astonishing to 
hear that gentleman, who himself cherishes as 
high notions of honor as other men, should seek 
to destroy it in his own country. That which is 
sacred in an individual, cannot be less so in a na- 
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tion. Is that proud 


isin in the individual, to be treated with disre- 
Spect, to be utterly discarded, when the great 
concerns of the nation are under consideration ? 
Of what is the nation composed? Of brutes, sir, 
or men; high-minded, honorable men? He pre- 
sumed he could offer no outrage so great to that 
gentleman as the slightest imputation on his 
honor, and shall that which graces the character 
of a gentleman be scouted from this House? 
Shall we, who hold our honor dearer than life 
and all its blessings, consider that of the nation 
as a bubble? Miserable indeed will be our con- 
dition, when there shall be “nothing level in our 
cursed natures, but villany direct.” Sir, the gen- 
tleman preaches a dangerous doctrine ; it goes to 
sap the foundations of society, to embitter the 
sweetest endearments of life. We have travelled 
far on the high road to ruin, when individuals are 
taught to calculate their interests to be at vari- 
ance with those of the nation or its Government. 
Such doctrine must destroy us. But, said the 
gentleman, if honor is nota matter of calenlation, 
why pay the tribute to the Barbary Powers? He 
hoped to be excused, when he declared himself 
mortified to see that gentleman stoop to such an 
argument; it is destitute even of originality. 

' When the embargo was laid, every species of 
contumely was cast upon all who approved it. 
We were accused of crimes, with a prodigality 
of abuse that was never before witnessed. That 
we had abandoned their rights to the ocean—that 
our seamen had been shamefully saerificed—that 
our Eastern navigating interest had been treach- 
erously destroyed. The embargo was at length 
given up, and the non-intercourse law was 
adopted. That, too, was wrong, says the gentle- 
man; then non-importation was resorted to— 
still wrong. He prayed the gentieman to say 
what would be right. If he will neither stay at 
home to avoid injury, nor fight when it is in- 
flicted abroad, what will he do? Sir, I am for 
fighting! No, says the gentleman, let us have no 
war, now you have selected your enemy, by pur- 
chasing of Napoleon the privilege of going to 
France. Is that a fair statement of the fact? 
that gentleman cannot believe it. 

“He is too honorable himself deliberately to sus- 
pect others of such dastardly conduct. He defied 
the gentleman to look back upon the conduct of 
the Administration, and point out any terms 
which had been offered to France, in the smallest 
degree, more favorable than have been offered to 
England. Were not the same terms offered to 
both, and always first to England? Is there any 
man who doubts that the same identical terms 
which France has accepted have been rejected 
by England? How then can it be said we pur- 
chased of France any right whatever? He did 
not think the gentleman could be guilty of be- 
lieving such an insinuation. It is not true. But 
the reverse is the fact. The Administration did, 
at one time, offer more favorable terms to Great 
Britain thau to France. He alluded to the offer 
to suspend the embargo. The terms then were 


charged by many, though not by him, with a 
prostitution of his functions and character; with 
disgracing the nation by his supplications? Did 
not every man in the community see that the Ad- 
ministration had done everything in their power 
to obtain a repeal of the Orders in Council, and 
yet because France has accepted, and Kagland 
refused the terms of adjustment, it is talked of as 
the purchase of a right! When the arrangement 
with Mr. Erskine was effected, did any one then 
condemn the Administration for having pur- 
chased of Great Britain the privilege of going to 
her dominions? On the contrary, were not all 
rejoiced and anxious to share the credit of that 
arrangement? Sooner or later, sir, we must fight 
or be sacrificed; the sooner we begin, in my 
opinion, the better. But we must not resist the 
injustice and tyranny of Great Britain—she is 
fighting, said the gentleman, for her existence! 
for the liberties of the world! Sir, if her exist- 
ence depends upon the ruin of my country, then, 
I say, down let her go. He thought the gentle- 
man was as wide from the fact here as in any 
other argument. It is impossible, from the very 
nature of our commerce with her, that it should 
weaken, much less destroy her, A trade which 
consists in the exportation of raw materials and 
the necessaries of life, receiving its returns, prin- 
cipally, in her own manufactures, must necessa- 
rily advavce her interest and invigorate her 
strength. If she would abandon her mad policy 
against us, that same spirit of enterprise, which 
extended into every region of the world, seeking 
the means whereby to cancel that balance in her 
favor, before alluded to, would again pour its rich 
and tributary streains into all her dominions. 
Under such a state of things he would rejoice as 
much as any man to see her arm strengthened ; 
but if that arm is to continue lifted against his 
country, he cared not how soon it was leprosied 
and destroyed. 

She is contending for the liberties of the world ! 
he would as soon have expected to hear that the 
Devil had espoused the cause of Christianity! 
So far from fighting for the liberties of the world, 
the standard of freedom had never been raised in 
any country without her attempting to pull it 
down. Jf it was not foreign to his purpose, he 
could trace her footsteps, wherever she moved, 
marked by blood and desolation; all the miseries of 
war and revengeful massacre have travelled in her 
train into every region inhabited by man. For 
whose fell cupidity were so many human heea- 
tombs sacrificed in India? For whose more fell 
ambition did she wage war on infaney and inno- 
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cence in the West? For whom does the savage 

ell now wake the sleep of the cradle? England! 
indisputably, to extend and secure the blessings of 
liberty to the world! 

‘The gentleman had said, if the war on which 
we are about to enter be just, we have not the 
means to carry it on. His worthy colleague (Mr. 
Lownpes) had readered it perfectly unnecessary 
‘for him to meet this argument; he would, there- 
fore, only observe, that if the war be just and 
necessary, it ought to be commenced; if com- 
menaced, it must be supported—cost oat of the 
question. The power of maintaining it will find 
no limitation as long as you can raise a revenue 
sufficient to pay the interest of the debt you may 
incur in prosecutiog the war. Sir, it is worse 
than idle to talk about war without a disposition 
to provide the means of carrying it on by taxes; 


able. It was not wanting, however it may have 
been provoked, to enable individual enterprise to 


vital injury to her commerce, not only “ before 
our doors,” in the West Indies, under the heights 
of Dover, but to the Indian ocean. Deprive the. 
West Indies of the supplies of our necessaries of. 
life and of lumber, and their profitable cultivation 
would be too much diminished not to be consid- 
ered. Take our raw matcrials from her manu- 
factures, and thcy are injured, not merely to the 
amount of the enhanced price of such articles, 
but to the entire loss of their whole exports.to 
this country. Is such an injury too trifling for 
her consideration ? The conquest of her North 
American Colonies, too, must be felt. Yes, sir, 
conquest—for they must, inevitably fall. The 
gentleman may depreciate the physical force of an 


wage a war, if not of absolute ruin, certainly of: 
i 
1 
1 
i 


they are inseparable. For his part he was ready | American army as much as he pleases; but rely 
to vote them, and he had no doubt that the people, į upon it, whenever the storm of war is poured on 
knowing that the Administration had done every- į Canada and Halifax, it will sweep with the re- 
thing in their power, and more than was called | sistless impetuosity of Niagara. 

for, by any other consideration than a love of | But, if you wage a successful war, says the 
peace, to avoid war, wouid sustain it as long as | gentleman, the Army will probably overthrow 
the resources of the nation were applied with | the Constitution, as none but General WASHING- 
spirit and faithfulness; at all events let us do | ‘ron could have prevented the Army of the Revo- 


our duty and leave the rest to them. poren from subverting the liberties it had con- 


_ But, if your means be sufficient, said the gen- 
ileman, your physical force is inadequate. If this 
army is employed without the limits of the Uni- 
ted States, we are threatened with war on our 
Eastern frontier; our towns will be burnt—our 
cities sacked. Can the gentleman estimate the 
patriotism of freemen less than the obedience of 
slaves? Is the physical force of the owner of the 
American soil less than that of the mercenary 
hireling of Europe? Do you doubt? Call up the 
great spirits of the patriot dead—appeal to, the 
unbroken valor of the living—to those men, the 
sterling excellence of whose virtues bore them 
triumphant through the unequalled horrors of 
the Revolution! Ie could not believe that seven 
hundred thousand freemen in arms were inade- 
quate to sustain any war in defence of their just 
and dearest rights. 

But it is said, if our- means and physical force 
were inadequate to the war, our objects cannot 
be obtained by it. Mr. W. said he thought other- 
wise. It appeared to him much easier to settle 
the terms of a new peace, than to patch up the 
old quarrel. When he considered the limited 
extent of our demands, and the nature of the pres- 
sure on the enemy, he could not but believe our 
objects would be. attained. What are our de- 
mands? What have we been so long seeking, 
rather begging—for we have begged negotiation ? 
Truly, Mr. Speaker, in two short words, “ hands 
off!” We ask—no, sir, we never have asked of 
her any boon, any sacrifice whatever. “ Hands 
off is the only term or stipulation that we sue 
for; fulfilled, she would bind this nation to her 
fate. But what is the nature of the pressure and 
injury that we can inflict? They are to her deep 
and dangerous. We aiso must suffer; but, thank 
-God, we can stand it. The appetite of revenge 
is keen und steady; in most men inextinguish- 


quered. Mr. W. declared that observation was 
lto him truly painful; he wished such an insin- 
uation against such an army could have been 
spared. Sir, that army was true to the core. It 
is not probable that such a band of patriots—the 
only army that ever did give liberty to a coua-. 
try—could have imagined its destruction. To 
this fact the letters of Newburg were conclusive. 
Those letters were alone wanting to finish the 
purity of its character. Suppose there were two, 
or even three, traitors in a camp, does it follow 
that the whole army must necessarily be pol- 
luted? No,sir. So far was he from believing 
the liberties of the country were in danger from 
the Army, he would say, there never was a pe- 
riod, during the whole Revolutionary war, when 
the great Wasutncton himself, justly as he has 
been described “tie sauctuary of a nation’s best 
love,” could have been a successful usurper. It 
was as impossible as that such a black project 
| should enter his virtuous mind. He.felt the pro- 
| fouudest gratitude, evèn adoration, if it were jus- 
| tiflable for man, to that inestimable body of men 
| who achieved the liberties we enjoy. Their ar- 
! duous toils—their hardships—his feelings were 
| too much excited to goon. He believed he could 
never have stood here a freeman bat for that 
army. l 
If, sir, we are to take counsel of the genue- 
man from Virginia, we are in a most awful sit- 
| uation; notwithstanding the proud glories of the 
f Revolution, we must submit to every indignity— 
every daring infraction of. our rights. It would 
seem we are destitute of resources; without 
means to support the war; even our physical 
force is inadequate; but, was it adequate, were 
the means ample, they must not be exerted; the 
Government would be subverted; the veil of the 
temple of the Constitution would be rent in 
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twain. Although the best interests of this nation | trict of Columbia, presented a bill to incorporate 
are crushed beneath the paw of the British hon, the Trustees of the Georgetown Lancaster School 
we must not resist; he then is wisest who can | Society: which was read twice and committed 
soonest bow, with all the stupid serenity of ser- | to a Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 
vitude, and take the yoke! Every faculty of my | Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
soul, said Mr. W., is indignant at this counsel. ! merce and Manufactures, presented a bill to au- 
and for one, I say, E will not submit ! i thorize the importation of goods, wares, and mer- 
The question was now taken-on the passage of į chandise, under certain circumstances, from Great 
the bill,and determined in the affirmative—yeas ! Britain, her colonies, or dependencies; which was 
94, nays 34, as follows: | ae twice, and committed toa Committee of the 
YVras—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Stev- : Whole on Friday next. 
enson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekicl Bacon, David! Mr. N. said, the Committee of Ways and 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W.; Means had for some time delayed making a re- 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus Bicecker, Thos. ' port upon these petitions, waiting to see the course 
Bioman tan Brown; William. A. Burwell, Arilla | which Congress would take in relation to our dif- 
utler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew | ferences with Great Britain, Finding the United 
Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, | States are about to take a manly attitude and to 
William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph | maintain their national rights with firmness and 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Emott, : spirit, they conceive that all goods, wares, and 
William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, | merchandise, that were purchased or contracted 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green; ! for by our merchants in the British dominions 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Halli, John A. Har- ! sntériog tothe second-of February. last ought to 
per, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. ; benem teii b A rea eal yo < d States 
Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner La- | ST aha: f  aiaeted: ik n zi re emite, “) 
cock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Liv- | 894 therefore directed their chairman to report 
ngston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. ! this bill. : R 5 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel! A Message was received from the President of 
MeKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James | the United States, enclosing a report from the Di- 
Milnor, Panel T men, James Morgan, Jeremiah ; a td ee su a aes woul in meh atas 
Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New- į stated that the supply of silver bullion had never 
ton, Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jr., Israel Pick- before been more abundant, than it had been for 
ens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, ' the greater part of the year.—Ordered to be 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John | printed. 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage,! The House next went into Committee on the 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, bill to empower the Secretary of the Treasury to 


Adam Scybert, Samucl Shaw, George Smith, John | decide upon the case of the Eliza Ann, of New 
Sathi, W lioin, Siong, Reorgo See bt an ! York; which, being gone through, was reported 
man, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, | to the H A a third reading. 
Charles "Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, David R. ; ouse and:ordered to:mthird'readitig 


Williams, William Widgery, Richard Winn, and | MUNITIONS OF WAR. 


Robert Wright. : Mr. Sevzert called for the order of the day on 
Naxs—Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, James Breck- | the pill authorizing the purchase of ordnange 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, | Stores, camp equipage, and other quartermaster’s 
Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, jun, William | 4 d small Be, 
Fly, Asa Fitch, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jun. SLOTES ANE SMR ETMS ES 
y. : Y» ORRON, JAAS The House having agreed to take up this bill, 
Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., Na- |. lved itself into & : f p Whole 
thaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan O. Mose- | t Teso ve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
ley, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pit- ; YPon 1t; when, the bill having been read through, 
kin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, William | and the question being upon filling the first blank, 
Rodman, Daniel Sheffcy, John Smilie, Richard Stan- | Mr. SeyBeRT spoke as follows: 
ford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Mr. Chairman—The bill which I have called 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Whea- | before the Committee, is one of the first impor- 
ton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. tance. A general report was heretofore made to 
the House, founded on the statements and facts 
| which were communicated to the Committee by 
? Turspay, January 7. ‘the Secretaries of the War and Navy Depart- 
Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and | ments; every position therein assumed, can be 
Means, presented a bill making an appropriation | maintained by incontrovertible facts. Much had 
for the expenses incident to the six companies of į been said about expense In my opinion, when a 
mounted rangers, during the year 1812; which | nation has decided upon the great question of war, 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee ! every minor question is thereby absorbed and ob- 
of the Whole to-morrow. | literated—this question amalgamates every suc- 
. Mr. Guouson, from the Committee of Claims, | ceeding one. War should only be entered into 
presented a bill for the relief of the Board of Com- | when considerations of expense can have no in- 
missioners west of Pearl river; which was read | fluence on the decision. Such appears to be the 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the | present condition of this nation. We have deter- 
Whole on Monday next. mined in favor of resistance to the unwarrantable 
Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis. | and unjust aggressions of Great Britain on cur 
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with four hundred thousand dollars, which mo- 


j tions were agreed to without a division. The 
two sections of the bill then read as follows: 


“ Be it enacted, &c.; That the sum ‘of one million 


at 
i 
you have the means within your reach: at any | 
Tate, make your regulars as efficient as possible. 


timent in. this House. It gives me peculiar plea- 
sure, when I compare our present means with 
those which we deemed competent to commence 
the war for American independence. At that pe- 


riod, our fathers needed everything, but a bold | 


and intrepid spirit, to lead them to freedom. They 
determined on the contest, and were triumphant. 
Can we hesitate? Surely not, sir, when we have 
all the necessary materials within our reach; nay, 
they are our national resources. Need I detail to 
you again, that we-possess five hundred and thirty | 
operative forges, furnaces and bloomeries; two 


“That the sum of four hundred thousand dollars be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated for the purchase, 
under the direction of the President of the United 
States, of saltpetre, and sulphur, for making the same 
into powder, and for ordnance and small arms for the 


| use of the Navy of tae United States.” 


‘The Committee rose, the House agreed to the 


| amendments, and the bill was ordered to be read 


a third time to-morrow. 
DISABLED SOLDIERS. 


Mr. Dawson then called up the bill for the re- 
lief of infirm, superannuated, and disabled officers 
and soldiers; which motion being agreed to, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee vf the 
Whole upon it; when Mr. D. spoke as follows :-— 

Mr. Chairman: The pressure of business relative 
to our foreign affairs, and my infirm state of health, 
have delayed an indulgence of my wishes in 


hundred and seven powder mills; that the iron | bringing forward this subject at an earlier period, 
which is annually manufactured is incalculable | and indeed I now find it impossible to do it that 


“present at our command, I anticipate the aid of | 


. to separate this article from its combinations, 


May seem enormous. 


in amount; that your lead mines offer a superflu- | 
ity of that article; that our resources for saltpetre ! 
in the Western States are extensively known, and 
that the supplies may be made as abundant as the 
article is all-important, For sulphur, sir in com- 
mon with most other nations, we are now depen- 
dent on foreign supplies; still I do not despond: 
and shall it be hereafter necessary, from circum- | 
stances, to seek for additions to the quantity at 


science, of chemical science, to point out the mode 


which abound in the United States. 

Sir, to some the amount which I shall require 
It will be well applied; 
and to gentlemen who feel uneasiness on the sub- 
ject, let them rest easy when they are told, that 


justice which it merits. 

In presenting to you this bill, I have obeyed 
the unanimous vote of the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, and the dictates of my 
own judgment, while I have gratified the best 
wishes of my own heart. It is a subjeet about 
which, in common, I trust, with a majority of this 
House, I feel warmly interested—it is a subject 
which has often been brought to the view of this 
House, and the principle has always appeared to 
me to merit the sanction of this House. A much 
valued friend of mine, an honorable gentleman 
who now sits on the bench in a neighboring State, 
and who himself was carried from the field cov- 
ered with wounds and honor, often called the at- 
tention of Congress to the sufferings of his fellow 
soldiers, now infirm, disabled, and superannuated, 


`o One word, sir, on the subject of arms. 


` the greater part of the articles for which the ex- ' by wounds received in our Revolutionary war. 


penditures are contemplated, are such as are im- | His voice was never raised in vain, though his 
erishable from their nature; so that if Great | eforts were never attended with success, owing 
titain shall proceed to do us justice, and I hope | to a diversity of opinion as to the details of the 


‘to God she will without forcing them to arms, j bill. The committee have endeavored to avoid 
‘these supplies will form a stock for the nation in i that evil, by extending the provisions of the bill 


j to the case of every person who sustained injury 
The | in his person, while in the actual service of his 


present stock is sufficient for all our purposes— ; country. ‘This, sir, meets with my approbation, 
our public establishments, and such as are fur- ; though I shall with pleasure accede to the views 
nished by individuals, will cnable us to gratify ; of other gentlemen as to amendments not fatal to 
the most sanguine expectations on this subject, | the bill, my first object being to get this institu- 
- Sir, I will read to you the estimates which have | tion established, leaving it to time and to experi- 


‘eases of future emergency. 


_ been furnished by the proper departments, and j ence to point out and cure its defects. - 


Ever since I have bad the honor of a seat in 
this House, I have voted in favor of every claim 
which appeared to be founded in justice, and I 
have extended that principle with a liberal hand 


will then submit to the Committee the several 
sums which are necessary to be voted by the bill. 
"Mr. S. having read the estimates to which he 
#lluded, moved to GH the first blank with one mil- 


695 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 696 


H. or R. Statute of Limitations. January, 1812, 


Sere SSS Ser ae aes 
= 


towards those who rendered us services, especially | Mr. Cray (the Speaker) hoped the Committee 
personal services, during the Revolutionary war. | would disagree to this resolution. It appears that 
Their number is now small indeed, and in my | the officers of the Treasury are of opinion that 
judgment it ill becomes a great, and I trust a} provision may be made for this description of 
grateful nation, to suffer those who have fought ; claims without that danger of fraud, which might 
her battles to go down in poverty and sorrow to | possibly arise from a total repeal of the statute of 
the grave. No, sir, we ought to afford food and | limitations; that their whole amount does not ex. 
raiment to the infirm and superannuated, and to; ceed $300,000, and the probability is, that one- 
pour balm into the disabled defenders of their: fifth will never be applied for, should they be au- 
country. Every principle of justice, gratitude, | thorized to be paid. What. said Mr. C., is this 
and humanity, call aloud for this. And there is' statute of limitations, which, whenever mentioned 
one consideration, arising from policy, which in! in this House, seems to make every body tremble? 
my judgment strongly urges its adoption. Wes It is a general rule prescribed by the Government 
shall probably soon be involved in a war. On | for the direction of its accounting officers in order 
yesterday we passed a bill for raising a large army.! to exclude unjust claims. What are statues of 
Pass this bill. and it will have a happy effect in| limitation as applicable to individual cases? A 
filling your ranks; yes, when it is seen that our) rule under which individuals claim protection 
country is not ungrateful—that she will make | whenever they choose to do so, and when, from 
comfortable the declining years of those who have ; the lapse of time, or loss of evidence, they would 
spent their better days in her service, it will be a | be injured, were they not to take this advantage. 
strong inducement with many to step forward | But in these statutes of limitation. there are al- 
and enter into that service. | ways exceptions in favor of cases of disability, in- 

I am far, very far, from thinking this bill per- | fancy, coverture, insanity, absence beyond sea, &e, 
fect. 1am sensible that it has many defects, and | But what is the course which an individual would 
I invite the friendly aid of all gentlemen, on every ! take who found himself protected by a statute 
side of the Committee, and particularly of the | of limitation? He would examine the justice of 
select committee, io point out, and endeavor to| the claim brought against him, if the claim were 
cure these defects, and to establish a system which j just, if he had teen deprived of no evidence by 
will do honor to this House and to this coutry. | the delay, if as able to pay it as if it had been pre- 

Mr. Ruga moved to amend the bill, by a new! sented at an earlier day, he will not hesitate to dis- 
section, “ providing a pension for every noncom- j charge the claim, and scorn to take advantage of 
‘missioned officer and soldier, who. by reason i the statute. And, said Mr. C., shall the Govern- 
‘ of having a family, or for other good cause, may , ment be less willing to discharge its just debts 
‘not be able to join the corps of invalids, not ex-! than an honest individual? Shall we turn a deaf 
‘ ceeding half the pay of such non-commissioned | ear to the claims of individuals upon Government 
‘ officer or soldier.” | because of this statute? He trusted not. The 

This amendment, after some debate, was nega- | Committee of Claims ought to examine the merit 
tived, and the bill was reported without amend- | of every claim which comes before it,and if it be 


ment, and ordered to lie upon the table. | just, decide in its favor. But what, said Mr, C, 
Mr. Dawson gave notice he would call it up; has been the history of claims, for four or five 
on Thursday. l years past? When a solitary claim was pre- 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. | sented. the House would say, we cannot legislate 


upon individual cases. They occupy too much 
On motion of Mr. Gaorsos, the House resol- | of our time. The claim is put aside. The same 
ved itself into a Committee, on a report of the! individual, some time after, appears in company 
Committee of Claims on the subject of excepting | with others. We then say there are too many 
certain claims from the act of limitations. The! of these claims—their amount is too large, and 
report of the committee being read, which con- | the ‘Treasury too poor—that there are a great 
cluded with a resolve that it is inexpedient to | many other claims equally well founded—that jus- 
open the act of limitations for the claims inj tice cannot be done to them all. Sometimes 
question: | there isa division between the two Houses. This 
Mr. Guo.son hoped the committee would not j House passes a bill in favor of some particular 
agree to this report. Information had been re-! claim—the other tells you, they will not legislate 
ceived from the Treasury Department, stating in! for particular cases; that if they act, they wish 
a distinct and unequivocal manner, that all this! to take up the subject generally. Mr. C. said, it 
description of claims (which were all liquidated ! was his wish, both in his public and private char- 
claims, such as indents of interest. certificates, &c..) | acter, as far as possible, to do justice; he there- 
might be allowed by the Government, without! fore hoped the course proposed by the Chairmaa 
danger of fraud or imposition; and, said Mr. G., if! of the Committee of Claims would be agreed to. 
justicescan be extended to this description of; The resolution recommended by the report was 
claimants, without danger, why should it be de-| negatived, 54 to 31; and a resolution offered by 
ferred? Only one solitary reason had been offered | Mr. Gop, recommending a provision by law for 
—that the persons really entitled to these claims | these claims, after some ubjections from Mr. Ai- 
upon Government might not get the money. Hel sron, was agreed to 39 to 36. 
hoped this would not be sufficient to prevent Con-| The Committee then took up, on motion of Mr. 
gress from doing what was just on the occasion. | GuoLson, a resolution which bad been referred 
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. to them, directing an inquiry into the merits of . 


-all claims referred to the Committee of Claims, 
notwithstandidg such claims may be barred by 
the statute of limitations. 

After some observations in favor of this resolu- 
tion by Mr. Gmorson and Mr. Minnor, and 
against it by Mr. Bacon, the Committee rose 
without taking a question upon it, and obtained 
leave to sit again. 


Wepyespay, January 8. 


` Mr. Lewis presented a memorial of the Levy 
‘Court of Washington county, District of Colum- 
“bia, praying such alterations in the laws of the 


District as will enable the said court to impose 
taxes on the whole of the said county, and to erect 
nd maintain a penitentiary ; and that the mem- 
bers of the court may be taken from the several 
sections of the county according to their respec- 
tive number of inhabitants. —Referred tothe Com- 


- mittee for the District of Columbia. 


The Sreaker laid before the House a resolu- 


- tion of the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
‘approbatory of the sentiments contained in the 


President’s Message at the commencement of the 
session, and declaring their determination to sup- 
port, in every way, such measures as the Govern- 


- ment may find it expedient to adopt towards the 


European belligerents.—Ordered to lie on the 


table. 


' An engrossed bill authorizing the purchase of 


' _ otdnance and ordnance stores, camp cquipage, and 


other quartermaster’s stores, and small arms, was 
read the third time, and passed; as was also the 
bill in the case of the ship Eliza Ann. 

The Speaker laid before the House a petition 
of the Ursuline Nuns at New Orleans, praying 
that the hospital which adjoins their convent, and 
isin a decayed state, may be removed, and that 
they may be permitted to build a house thereon 
for the education of females.—Referred. 

Mr. Mircui.y presented the petition of certain 
inhabitants of Mississippi Territory, stating that 
boatmen, who navigate the Ohio, are frequently 
taken sick at the Natchez; that the inhabitants 


> of that place and the Western country have made 


considerable exertions amongst themselves to es- 
tablish a hospital for their reception.. This pe- 
tition prays for some portion of lands to enable 
them to effect their work, which he moved to be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Pornpexver hoped the gentleman from 


. New York would suffer this petition to lie upon 


the table until to-morrow. He presented a peti- 
tion of a similar kind at two different sessions, 
which not only asked for lands, but proposed a 
tax on these boatmen for effecting this purpose, 
and which had been referred to the Committee 
of Commerce and Manufactures, but upon which, 
though he had frequently pressed the committee 
on the subject, no report had ever been made. It 
this petition lay till to-morrow, he would procure 
the petition which he had mentioned, and have it 
perce at the same time.—Ordered to lie on the 
table. 


VOLUNTEER CORPS. 
On motion of Mr. Smrute, the House took up 
i the order of the day, and went into a Committee 
‘on the bill to authorize the President of the Uni- 
l ted States to accept of certain volunteer corps. 
| The bill being read, an amendment was pro- 
osed to prevent the land which is provided for 
the heirs and representatives of any volunteer wha 
shall fall in the service from being sold to specu- 
| lators; but, after various attempts at amending 
| the amendment, and considerable discussion, it 
| was discovered that no volunteer could dispose of 
this land, as he never would have any right in it, 
as it vested iu his heirs in case he died in the ser- 
vice only. The amendments were of course disa- 
| greed to. 
A motion was afterwards made to allow every 
volunteer, who had served twelve months, on leav- 
ing theservice, eighty acres of land; but this was 
disagreed to, on the ground that the men who 
entered into this service, would enter from patri- 
| otic motives, and ought not to be put upon a level 
with the regular soldiers. 
The Committee rose, without going through 


| the bill, and obtained leave to sit again. 


BATTLE ON THE WABASH. 


Mr. McKee. from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the Message of the 
i President, transmitting two letters from Governor 
Harrison, reporting the particulars and issue ef 
the expedition under his command against the 
i hostile Tadians on the Wabash river, and the 
memorials of the Legislature of the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, and the officers and soldiers who served in 
the said expedition, presented the twenty-fourth 
ultimo, made a report thereon; which was read, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole to- 
morrow. The report is as follows: 
The committee to whom was referred the Message 
of the President of the United States, transmitting two 
| letters from Governor Harrison, of the Indiana Terri- 
tory, reporting the particulars and the issue of the ex- 


H 


pedition under his command against the hostile Indians 
on ‘the Wabash, and to whom was also referréd the 
memorial of the General Assembly of the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, and the memorial of the officers and soldiers of 
the militia of Knox county, in the Indiana Territory, 
who served in the late campaign under the command 
of Governor Harrison, report: 

That they have had the several matters to them refer- 
red under their consideration, and have given to them 
that attention which their importance seems te merit. 


It appears to the committee, that the troops under 
the command of Governor Harrison may very properly 
be termed raw troops: very few of the officers, and 
almost none of the men, had ever been in actual ser- 
vice; and a considerable portion of them had been only 
a few wecks withdrawn from the pursuits of civil life. 
The attack made on this quickly-assembled army by 
the hostile Indians on the Wabash, when viewed; either 
as it relates to the nature of the enemy, the time, or 
the violence with which the attack was made, cannot 
but be considered of such a character as would have 
severely tested the collected firmness of the most able 
and experienced troops. ‘This attack, violent and un- 
expected as-it seems to have been, was repelled by the 
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troops under the comman 
a gallantry and good conduct worthy of future imita- 
tion. The whole transaction, in the opinion of the 
committee, presents to the American people a new 
proof that the dauntless spirit of our ancestors, by whom 
the war of the Revolution was so ably and success- 
fully maintained, has not been diminished’ by more than 
thirty years of almost uninterrupted peace, but that it 
has been handed down, unimpaired, to their posterity. 

In estimating the claims of the army on the Govern- 
ment of the United States, it is worthy of remark, that 
the nature of the country, as well as of the enemy to 
be encountered, subjected the army to many extreme 
hardships, and equal dangers, where everything was 
hazarded, and but little could be gained, except the 
regard of their country. 

The voluntecrs and militia (to whose claims the me- 
morials referred to the committee particularly relate) 
were in actual service but a short time, for which alone 
they are entitled to pay by law; the compensation, 
therefore, to which they are entitled, is not at all com- 
mensurate to the services rendered, and the dangers 
incurred. Besides, many of the officers and men who 
fell, or were wounded, in the battle of the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1811, were purchasers of the public lands, for 
which they were indebted to the United States; which 
debt falls due in a short time, and the penalty of for- 
feiture will be incurred if the debt is not paid. It would 
be unjust to inflict a penalty so severe on the discon- 
solate widows and orphans of those officers and soldiers 
of the volunteers and militia, who, in common with | 
their brother officers and soldiers of the regular troops, 
fell in their country’s cause, in a manner so distin- 
guished, that nothing was wanting bul a great ocea- 
sion, interesting to the feelings of the Amcrican people, 
to have crowned their names wiih unfading laurels. 

As an evidence, therelore, of the regard due to the 
bravery and ability displayed by the troops under the | 
command of Governor Harrison, in the battle of the 
7th November, 1811, as well as to relieve the represent- 
atives of those who were killed in the action, from the 
pecuniary losses incurred in consequence thereof, the 
committee respectfully submit the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That one month’s pay ought to be 
allowed, in addition to the common allowance, to the 
officers, (according to the rank which they held,) the 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the regulars, 
volunteers, and militia, and to the legal representatives 
of those who were killed or have. since died of their 
wounds, composing the army under the command of 
Gov. Harrison, in the late campaign on the Wabash. 

2. Resolved, That five years’ half-pay ought to be 
allowed to the legal representatives of the officers, (ac- 
cording to the rank which they held,) the non-cum- 
missioned officers, and privates, of the volunteers and’ 
militia who were killed in the battle of the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1811, or who have since dicd of their wounds. 

3. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law 
to place on the pension list the officers, (according to 
the rank which they held,) the non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and soldiers, of the volunteers and militia who 
served in the late campaign on the Wabash, under the 
command of Governor Harrison, and who have been 
wounded or disabled in the said campaign. 

4, Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law 
to pay for the horses and other property of individuais 
lost in, or in consequence of, the said battle. 

5. Resolved, That the further time of ---— years 
ought to be allowed to the officers and soldicrs who 


were wounded, and to the legal representatives of those 
who were killed, in the said battle, to complete the pay- 
ments due or which may fall due to the United States 
on any purchases of the public lands made by them 
before the said battle. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


A message was received from the Senate in- 
forming the House that the Senate had agreed to 
all their amendments to the bill to raise an addi- 
tional military force, except the proviso in the first 
section, and the three additional sections, to which 
they disagree. ; 

The proviso disagreed to, is in the following 
words: 

“ Provided, however, That commissioned officers for 
six only of the said regiments shall be appointed, until 
three-fourths of the privates requisite to complete such 
six regiments have becn enlisted, when the commis- 
sioned officers for the remaining seven regiments shall 
be appointed.” : ; 

The following are the three sections disagreed 
to: 

“ That the officers, who may be appointed in virtue 
of this act, shall respectively continue in commission 
during such term only as the President shall judge re- 
quisite for the public service; and that it shall be law- 
ful for the President to discharge the whole or any part 
of the troops, which may be raised under the authority 
of this act, whenever he shall judge the measure con- 
sistent with the public welfare. i 

“That no general, field or staff officer, who may be 
appointed by virtue of this act, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive any pay or emoluments until he shall be called 
into actual service, nor for any longer time than he 
shall continue therein. 

“That in the recess of the Senate, the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized, to appoint all or 
any of the officers, other than the general officers proper 
to be appointed under this act, which appointment shall 
be submitted to the Senate at their next session, for 
their advice and consent.” 


Tuoraspay, January 9. 


The petition which the Speaker laid before the 
Ilouse yesterday, from the Ursuline nuns at New 
Orleans, was enclosed to him and recommended 
by Governor Claiborne. It prayed for an ex- 
change of the military hospital for some lots | 
which they hold in that city better calculated for 
a hospital. After the petition was read, 

Mr. Dawson observed that he had received a 
letter from Governor Claiborne relative to that 
petition, and in confirmation of the facts therein 
stated. This community of nuns is a most. re- 
spectable and useful member of society, the whole 
of their temporal cares being directed to the edu- 
cation of female youth. They are that commu- 
nity which some years ago presented a most ele- 
gant address to the then President of the United 
States, and received from him an equally elegant 
answer. 

Iam well assured that the lots which they wish 
to exchange are more valuable, and better suited 
for the erection of a hospital than those on which 
the hospital now stands. I, therefore, move that 
the petition and accompanying papers be referred 
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to a select committee, who will, no doubt, con- 
yerse with the Secretary of War on the subject. 


This was agreed to, and Mr. Dawson, Mr. 
Lownpes, and Mr. Macon, were appointed the 
committee. 


Mr. POINDEXTER presented to the House the 
petition from the Mayor and other citizens of 
Natchez, on the subject of erecting a hospital for 
the reception-of sick boatmen employed on the 
the Mississippi, to which he referred yesterday. 
This petition, with that presented yesterday by 
Mr. Mirca., was referred. ; 

The Speaker laid before the House a commu- 
fication from the Secretary of the Treasury | 
enclosing a report of the Commissioners of the 
Eastern District of Orleans and Louisiana, of re- 
jected cluims.—Referred to the Committee on 

ublic Lands. | 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


Mr. Porter called for the consideration of 
the bill for raising an additional military force, 
which motion being agreed to, the amendments 
disagreed to by the Senate were read, when 

Mr. Porrer moved that the House recede from 
thesé amendments. He made this motion from 
no change of sentiment, but-from a desire to pre- 
vent further delay. He had always been of opin- 
ion that, if we went to war, the first operations of 
the war would be carried on by the volunteer 
corps and the troops already in force, because the 
volunteers will not only be much soonest ready to 
take the field, but they will be already armed and 
disciplined, whereas the new troops would be 
drawn from different parts of the Union, and 
probably be entirely unacquainted with military 
discipline. It was under this impression that. the 
Committee-of Foreign Relations, when the bill 
from the Senate was referred to them, recom- 
mended an amendment reducing the twenty-five 
thousand men (the number in the bill which 
came from the Senate) to fifteen thousand. They 
supposed that this number, with those which had 
been authorized for filling up the present estab- 
lishment, would be sufficient, and as large a num- 
ber as would beat present raised. But when this 
amendment was proposed to the House, it was 
met with agustof zeal and passion. [The Speak- 
ER said those were improper terms to be applied to 
the House.] Mr. P. meant not to reflect upon the 
House. The zeal with which this proposition was 
met, evinced a laudable wish to raise a sufficient 
force to protect the rights and interests of our 
country. Nor did he feel inclined to oppose what 
appeared to be almost an unanimous wish of this 
House and of the Senate. He thought it of morc 
importance to act promptly, than to dispute whe- 
ther there should be ten thousand, more or Jess, 
men; and, therefore, gave in to the will of the 
majority. When the amendments for limiting 
the appointment of officers, now disagreed to by 
the Senate, were introduced, he voted for them, 
because they brought the bill nearer tu his views; 
bot, as these amendments had been rejected by 
the Senate, he was willing to recede {rom them. 


i e—a- 


| 


the House by any observations. 
to the motion for receding, and called for the yeas 
and nays upon it. 

Mr. Jounson thought he had already carried 
the spirit of accommodation far enough in vo- 
ting for raising a greater number of men than he 


He was opposed 


thought necessary at present. He would be one 
of the last men in the House to bring into ques- 
tion the rights of the Senate, or to excite feelings 
of warmth between the two Houses; both had 
the same country to serve, and doubtless had the 
same objects in view. He regretted that the pas- 
sage of this bill should be procrastinated ; and if 
there was a majority in favor of receding from 
the amendments, his rematks should defer the 
question but fora few moments. He would ad- 
vert to the course which this subject had taken, 
in order to justify those who are in favor of rais- 
ing a smaller number of men than is contempla- 
ted by the bill. It was not only the opinion of 
the Committee of Foreign Relations, but of ev- 
ery department of the Government, that ten thou- 
sand regular troops, in addition to filling up the 
present Military Establishment, and the contem- 
plated volunteer corps, would be sufficient for the 
first moments of the war. After the first blow 
was struck, it was believed there would be no dif- 
ficulty in raising a regular force to any extent 
that might be wanted. Those, however, in favor 
of ten thousand, out of a spirit of accommoda- 
tion, consented to the raising of fifteen thousand, 
and afterwards, with the restrictions in relation 
to the appointment of officers, to twenty-five thou- 
sand men. 

Mr, J. said it would be impossible to get along 
with this business if members did not act with an 
accommodating spirit. Respect ought to be paid 
to the opinions of men who have had an experi- 
ence of ten, fifteen, or twenty years in the Gov- 
ernment. Ii iaa cause like the present, no mem- 
ber would vote for raising any but the precise 
number he had in his own mind fixed upon, the 
House would be able to pass no bill upon the 
subject. Whilst this House was engaged in dis- 
cussing the resolution for raising an additional 
military force, a bill on the subject was received 
from the Senate. The House immediately laid 
aside their own proposition, and took up the bill. 
The Senate cannot but see that the House gave 
way to their wishes on the subject; but they 
ought to consider that this House stands upon 
the same ground with them, and that respect is 
due to their decisions. He had no doubt that 
many were induced to vote for this bill from the 
amendments to which the Senate have disagreed. 
When appropriations for this army are wanted, 
this House will bave to originate a hill for the 
purpose; and shall have to account to the people 
for the economical expenditure of the public 


money in the prosecution of this war. Before be 
would lose the bill, he would, to be sure, recede 
{rom these amendments; but he hoped the House 
would. in the first instance, adhere to their amend- 
ments, which would bring on a conference be- 
tweéen the two Houses that might either induce 
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them. 

Mr. Wraicart was in favor of receding from the 
amendments, rather than that the passage of the 
bill should be delayed. He believed, though the 
Government would incur a greater expense, by 
the course proposed, the men would sooner be 
raised ; as every officer who entered the service 
would find it his duty zo promote the enlistment 
of the men ; and as the object was of magnitude, 
we ought not to regard the expense. 


| Mr. Biırg said, if in the commencement of a 
war with England, we are to be regardless of ex- 
pense, the war will terminate, either before its 
| commencement, or soon after. Whether a dispo- 
i sition to produce such an effect had given rise to 
this difference between the two Houses, was not 
| his provinee to determine; but in the very act 
(of making war against England for aggressions, 
| he was unwilling to submit to the usurpations of 
lany other body. He found, by the Constitution, 
that all money bills must originate with the 


Mr. Litrriy wished to makea few observations | House of Representatives; yet the Senate has 
on this question. The subject of difference be- | passed a bill incurring an expense of eight, nine, 
tween the two Houses was a mere matter of ex- jor ten millions of dollars, which we have amend- 
pense. If we recede from these amendments, all | ed; but which they send back to us, saying: “We 
the officers for the thirteen regiments wiil have { will expend ten millions, or nothing.” Was not 
to be at once appointed. ‘The advantages of this j this reversing the order of things? It certainly 
course ought to be compared with the expense, | belongs to this House, to provide the ways and 
in order to see which will preponderate. In his | means, and to judge of the ability of the nation 
opinion, the filling up of the ranks would depend | to raise them. He hoped, therefore, the House 
very much on the character of the officers ap- | would not recede. 
pointed. If we are immediately to go to war, he; Mr. Grunpy said, if he had been opposed to 
thought the advantages to be derived from an ithe bill from the Senate, he should be in favor of 
early appointment of the officers would be of ! receding from these amendments. Though it is 
more consequence than the expense. Much had | the bustness of this House to originate money- 
been said about the opinion of the Executive as | bills, the gentleman from Georgia had carried his 


to the.number of men necessary to be raised; he 
thought this branch cf the Government as well 
able to judge of the proper force to be raised as 
the Executive, being acquainted with the differ- 
ent parts of the country, and the most vulnerable 
parts of it. He was iu favor of receding from 
the amendments. 

Mr. Maxweacu was in favor of raising an addi- 
tional force; but could not agree to abandon 
these amendments. When this subject was first 
agitated, it appeared that the Executive was in 
favor of raising ten thousand men only. Ile 
was, therefore, in favor of the number reported 
by the Committee on Foreign Relations ; finding 
there was a great variety of opinion, however. 
he consented to vote for fifteen thousand men, by 
way ofaccommodation. The Senate outstripped 
this House ia their movements in this business, 
and sent dowa a bill proposing to raise twenty- 
five thousand men. He was opposed to this num- 
ber, on account of ils being so much larger than 
had been asked for by the Executive, and he be- 
lieved this was the opinion of many others; how- 
ever, when the proposition made by the Speaker 
for limiting the number of officers to be appointed, 
was agreed to, he voted for the bill, as he con- 
ceived many others had done so, that the bill 
might pass by as large a majority as possible. 
What has been the conduct of the Senate on this 
occasion? Have they acted in anything like a 
spirit of conciliation ? They say, pass the bill it 
the shape in which we send it to you, or not an 
all. He. for one, would not agree to pass it in this 
way. He made as great a sacrifice of opinion as 
he was willing to do. There isa point beyond 
which, he trusted, this House could not be driven. 
He had no desire to sec an army of officers, with- 
out soldiers to command, which would be the 


‘ideas on this subject too far. We, as the imme- 
diate Representatives of the people, are sapposed 
‘to be the best judges of what is proper in this 
‘respect; but it does not follow, that the other 
; branch of the Legislature shall not originate any 
biil which may call for money from the Treasury. 
They have this right, and we have the right to 
act upon such bills, when they come before us, as 
we think proper. 

Let us examine, said Mr. G.. whether the Sen- 
ate have not acted properly in rejecting these 
amendments, and whether true economy will not 
be consulted by agreeing to the present motion. 
i We had determined that less than one-halfithe 

officers should be appointed at present, and after- 
| wards, when a certain portion of the men shall 
be raised, the balance. {f we shall be engaged in 
i war, is it believed that twenty-five thousand men 
will be too many ? Certainly not. Would it not, 
i then, be consulting economy and despatch to raise 
fa sufliciency of men at once? For, if you send 
j a force to Canada, you must leave a part of your 
imen to guard your posts at home. The force 
| ought to be fully sufficient; if it were not, defeat 
i might be the consequence. 
Tbùis bill, said Mr. G., came from the Senate ; 
j we have amended it; they disagree to our amend- 
ments, and ask us to recede. And if we do not, 
a verbal war is to he carried on between the two 
: Houses. Rather than this should take place, he 
i would be for now yielding a little on the score of 
į numbers, and insure the passage of the bill, which 
| might otherwise be endangered. Besides, this dis- 
‘agreement between the two Houscs would ex- 
| hibit us in an unfavorable light, not only to our 
| own constituents, but to foreign countries, Great 
| Britain would be ready to say. “Republican Amer- 
|‘ ica can never gotowar. Their Congress would 
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from their amendments, The gentleman from | recur to the Journals of that day, they will discov- 
Maryland (Mr. Wricnr) had said the object is į er that, when Congress had a formidable army 
ready to march, they had not a dollar of revenue, 
and the people were too indigent to raise money. 
Congress had to issue bills of credit to the amount 
of two millions of dollars. If it be thought we 


amendments—submit. 
the case, on whom will the responsibility rest? | Mr. Wipgery said, had not these amendments 
Where it ought to rest. Have we not shown | been made to the bill, the minority on its passage 
every disposition to accommodate the Senate, at | would have been much larger than it was. Un- 
the same time that we endeavored to guard | til gentlemen shall come forward and offer some 
against unnecessary expense? How will the | good reason for agreeing to the present motion, 
bill-stand if the amendments be stricken out? It! he should be opposed to it, believing this House 
will be an excellent bill for officers, but not for | to be as good 3udges of what was right as the 
men. There will be an army of officers without | other. Indeed, if there be safety in a multitude 
men. Would it injure the service if these amend- | of counsellors, we have the advantage. He did 
ments remain? He thought not. He had doubts | not believe the loss of the bill would be hazarded 
whether the twelve hundred men for six regi- | by refusing to recede; it would bring ona confer- 
ments would be raised for twelye months from | ence. He was willing to go as far as was neces- 
this time; and all this time the nation would be | sary in raising troops, but he wished to avoid all 
saddled with the expense of the officers for all | unnecessary expense. 
the thirteen regiments. If this were economy,| Mr. Rorer'rs said the question had now re- 
he did not understand it. It will be remembered, | solved itself’ into the shape in which he wished 
said Mr. S., that all power rests with the people. į to have had it before, when the bill was under 
Their opinion supports those in power; and when | discussion. The vote will now be whether we 
that ‘changes, they will choose those whose opin- | will agree to raise an army of twenty-five thou- 
ions correspond with their own. | sand men, and all the officers, complete; at a 
Mr. S.said when he looked forward to the day | time, too, when nothing bas been done towards 
when we should have to call upon the people for farming the militia or raising volunteers, and 
taxes to support this expense, or, at least, to pay | when, from the present situation of things, not 
the interest of it—for he hoped it was not intend- ! much is to be expected on those subjects. The 
ed to borrow money to pay the interest as well | measures which have been taken for putting our- 
as priocipal—he expected great murmuring. For | selves in a state for meeting a war, arose from the 
we must have internal taxes; no one thought of ; Message of the President at the commencement 
any other source. All goes on very smoothly at | of the session. The Committee of Foreign Re- 
present; but the trying time will be when the | lations, who had this subject under consideration, 


‘supplies come to be raised. He was willing to | recommended the filling up of the present Mili- 


‘enter into this war; but he was unwilling to ex- | tary Establishment, raising an additional military 
peod one shilling unnecessarily. force, the acceptance of volunteer corps, and arm- 


Mr. Troup was in favor of receding, because, | ing and disciplining the militia. The Senate re- 


in doing so, he‘believed the raising of the troops | ported a bill, and matured it, for raising an addi- 


Would be expedited; for, if two hundred officers | tional military force, but he had not heard that 
, could raise ten thousand men in a given time, | they had taken any step respecting the militia or 


“€Mr.. Smtuie,) that gentlemen were all for econ- 


‘four hundred officers could raise twenty thousand | volunteers. We firstagree to raise what appear- 


ed to him the most objectionable force—which, 
he feared, would prevent due attention being paid 
to the volunteers and militia. He, therefore, 
thought it would be improper, in this stage of the 
business, for the House to recede. The Senate, 
it would be recollected, is a part of the Execu- 
tive branch of the Government, and the differ- 
ence now between the two Houses is, whether 


in the same time. THe could not help replying to 
‘a remark of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


‘omy. Mr. T. was not fora war of economy, but 
å war of vigor. All wars are necessarily expen- 
sive, The more feeble and protracted they are, 
the greater will be the expense; and the expense 
is less, in proportion, as they are short and vigor- 


haps they felt a desire on this subject, arising from’ 
their Executive duty. He should wish to be sat- 
isfied on this point by a conference before he 
agreed to recede. 

Mr, Caunoun said that the House had already 
decided that twenty-five thousand men were ne- 
cessary. The only question at present is a ques- 


“as have no war. He believed the resources of 
this Gountry are adequate to any war. Compare 
‘the situation of the country with what it was in 
1775. Our population now consists of seven mil- 
lions of active, enterprising individuals, carrying 
on-a commerce second only to one nation in the 
world ; then, our population was only three mil- 
12th Con. Ist Szss,—-23 


| 
! 
' “wus. If we are not to have an energetic war, let all the officers shall be at once appointed. Per- 
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appointments could be made. Congress would 
spend more in deliberating on this subject than 
the difference of expense would amount to. In 
case the whole of the officers be appointed, the 
recruiting service will go on much better than it 
would otherwise do. If, said Mr. C., we be seri- 
ous on the question of war, we ought not to stickle 
about an expense of twenty or thirty thousand j 
dollars, If a temper of this kind is to prevail in 
the House, it will show that we are not fit to 
manage the affairs of the nation. He knew the 
-expenses of war were considerable, and they will 
be so, at all events; but a war carried on with 
‘vigor would be less so than one carried on in a 
feeble, ineffective way. If gentlemen were alarm- 
ed ata measure of this kind at the commence- 
ment of our preparations, we had better proceed 
no further. 

Mr. Ranpo.rn said he would make a motion 
which would supersede the one before the House, 
It was, that the further consideration of the sub- 
ject should be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Ranvoten made this motion, not from a 
wish to impede the progress of the public busi- 
ness, but from a sense of that duty, from a per- 
formance of which be trusted he should never be | 
found to shrink, He made the motion, hecause : 
he held a standing army to be, in itself, unconge- | 
nial with a Republican Government; because he į 
beld this Government, as at present constituted, | 


j expect that it would be taken up. But he did 


ident and Cabinet into custody? Gentlemen talk 
of marching and countermarching these troops, 
as if they would have any control over them; 
though they will have none, except, indeed, that 
they might withhold the supplies for their suppart, 
and by this means, oblige the Executive to dis- 
band them; but as to how, or where, or when 
they shall be employed, this House has no con- 
trol whatever. 

It was far from his expectation, when he came 
to the House this morning, that he should have 
said anything on this bill. He did not know or 


consider a standing army to be in itself not merely 
uncongenial, but deadly, to the spirit of a free $ 
Government; and he believed that the first man 
of an adventurous, unprincipled character, who 
got into the chair of our Government, with even 
half the number of men now proposed to be raised, 
at his back, will make the experiment in wbich- 
Catiline failed, but in which Cæsar, Cromwell, 
and Bonaparte succeeded. Aud shall we be told 
that there is no danger of a man of this descrip- 
tion getting into the chair of Government? Is it 
necessary to carry your recollection to the past? i 
Is it necessary to state that a man, of the very ¢f 
deseription which had been mentioned, had been i 
within one vote of becoming President of the 
United States ? 

A standing army is the life and soul of a mili- 


to be incapable, under existing circumstances, of į tary despot. Will any man deny it? Can des- 3 
carrying on, to any practical national effect, for- | potism exist without it? Is it not the pabulum i 
eign offensive war. He made the motion, also, | on which it lives, and moves, and has its being f 
because the course pursued by the two Houses of $ It has ever been dangerous to limited monarch- 


Congress, is a course not required by the circum- 
stances of the country, nor by that branch of the 
Government which must be intrusted ultimately 
with the employment of the force proposed to be 
raised. It appeared to him, that, of late years, | 
novelties the most strange and unaccountable had 
daily grown up in the two Houses of Congress. 
In the first place, we undertake, by law, to en- 
ter into stipulation with a foreign Power, not 
binding upon that Power, but binding only upon 
ourselves. To do, by law; that to which the Ix- 
ecutive power alone is competent, and that which 
could be carried into effect by the treaty-making 
power only. Now we are undertaking to say, 
that the Executive Government of the United 
States is either iguorant of the true interests of 
the country, or incapable of carrying on the busi- 
ness of the nation, or unwilling to do that which 
the public interest demands. This is the subject 
of your bill. 
After you have raised these twenty-five thou- 
sand men—ifhe might reason on au impossibility ; 
for it had, he thought. been demonstrated that 
these men could not be raised, it would be an 
army on paper oply—shall we form a commit- 
tee of this House, in quality of a Committee of 
Public Safety, or shall we depute the power to 


NA i ec 


ies—he spoke of hereditary monarchies. Look 
for the fact, said he, in all the authorities—the. 
good, old doctrines of the Whigs, before power ` 
had corrupted them and they had apostatized from: 
their principles. And ifa standing army be dag- 
gerous to liberty in an hereditary monarchy, where 
the first seat in society is guarded by ancient pre- 
judices, by moral restraints, and physical force; 
if in a form of Government like this, where the 
Chair of State is filled bya King Log, a standing | 
army be dangerous to liberty, what must it be in 
a Government like ours? In a Goveroment like 
that of England, it is almost impossible for an 
usurper to get at the throne. How is he to get: 
there? Ie dare not even imagine the King’s | 
death. But here, such a character has only togh 
wait four years, to be inducted, in form, to your ii 
chair; the door is always open to him. 
We hear much,said Mr. R. about the conduct of 

the Congress of75. In °75 the soil of this country 
was polluted by the tread of our enemy; and if an 
event of the same kind were totake place now, let 
the Congress of 1812 give only the signal, and 
there would be no difficulty in raising one hundred 
thousand men, more than we could victual, and | 
clothe, and arm. But the circumstances under ġ 

which this army is proposed are very different. pom 
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> The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Smi- 
LIE) has told the House that this army is to be 
|} provided for by internal taxes. He had been ex- 
pecting this. The moment this bill becomes a 
sław, you will hear the flap of the ominous wings 
wf the Treasury pouncing upon your table, with 
„projects of land tax, excise, hearth tax, window 
ax. Excise not merely on whiskey—that great 
¿necessary of life, but upon leather, candles ,&c., 
“&e., in all the forms of oppression and extortion, 
| -$ø that the habitation of a man will no longes be 
„his castle. For this reason he wished the con- 
_ sideration of this bill postponed, that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Bacon, the chair- 
man of the Commitice of Ways and Means) 
might lay before the House his budget for meet- 
“ang the expenses of the war; so that the House 
may not, in the first instance, be entrapped by 
} agreeing to raise an army. aud then be told, they 
|. have nothing left to do, but to provide a system 
:ọf internal taxation. And for what expense are 
you to provide? The principal? No; the bare 
sdnterest of the principal only. 
i’... We are to havea vast army—double the amount 
f ofthat proposed to be raised in 98—internal taxes, 
ight per cent. loans, and no Federalism. I pray 
ou, said Mr. R., of what sort of things is this 
: Frederi eoe panasi? Whatareitselements? 
: -You have your choice of two alternatives. Gen- 
‘tlemen must either stop on the good old Virginia 
ground, or they must scout it, and go into Feder- 
y alism, and adopt Federal doctrine to its full ex- 
stent, They must take one or the other; and if 
they be prepared for this system of internal tax- 
atioo—this system of patronage—this vast Army 
‘and Navy, and the point of honor—he spoke of 
«honor as between nations—it is hardly worth 
„While to keep up the old distinction. 
. With regard to loans. He should be sorry on 
the general subject of finance, or perhaps on any 
ther, to pretend to an equal degree of informa- 
t tion with the very extraordinary man at the head 
of our Treasury Department. He never had any 
}-doabt of his ingenuity He believed that what 
Fweould he done, he would effect. He would ven- 
ure to affirm, however, for though his sources of 
information were not equal to those of the Secre- 
f xtary, he had no doubt of their correctness, that he 
; @annot borrow money to the extent of our wants. 
t is not be to had abroad we all know; and 
tis not to be had at home. It is very easy fora 
man, or anation, in full credit, who pays punctual- 
q '¥, to borrow either small or large sums; but an- 
f pounce to the world that you have no resort, but 
è -to borrow, and you will sova find the barometer 
t of your credit fall. 
: What is the proposition, Mr. R. asked, which 
f the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures 
thas brought forward for importing from Great 
p -Britain and her possessions, articles ordered, or 
È -said to be ordered, previous to the 2d of February 
k lest? It is said, to enable us to comply with our 
£ ‘treaty with the Indians, in furnishing them with 
f ‘the customary articles. But it is, in fact, to get 
F blankets and woollens for our soldiery and revenue 
: ntoour Treasury. It is to get a supply of arti- 


cles, which we confess we have not, and to receive 
the duties on impost and tonnage. Hdw does 
this square? Look at your revenue before you 
undertook to interfere with commerce, and look 
at it now, and you will find that nearly one half 
of your revenue is destroyed by your own att., 

Mr. R. said he had listened with attention, 
whenever his health would permit, to the argu- 
ments of gentlemen in favor of this bill. He had 
heard nothing of any weight until his worthy 
friend from South Carolina (Mr. Wi.tiams) 
spoke the other day. Nothing which had not 
been repeated at least one hundred times before, 
and much better said; and there was sucha sim- 
ilarity between the debates of this time and ona 
former occasion, that the whole appeared like an 
old story. Asa friend and old fellow-laborer in 
political opinion, he was highly gratified by the. 
speech of the gentleman from South Carolina; 
but, except on the subject of the Orders in Coun- 
cil, he did not recollect that he had said anything 
either new or convincing. After the fascination 
of his animated manner had passed off, he had 
searched his mind for anything else in vain. He 
listened to have heard a word on the subject of 
the French decrees, either governmental or mu- 
icipal, or on the stipulations of the present Em- 
peror of France towards the United States. He 
listened also for something on the subject of the 
letter of the Duke de Cadore to our Minister; but 
he listened in vain. He heard nothing but the 
old story that the West Indies would no longer 
be worth cultivating, and that the manufacturers 
of Birmingham and Manchester would compel the 
British Ministry to yield to our demands, This 
had been the standing order of the day for six 
years past. 

The gentleman from South Carolina called the 
attention of the House to a commeree, which we 
need never again look for. As we have under- 
taken to force manufactures here, so has the Em- 
peror of France undertaken to force them; and 
as we have refused to supply England with raw 
materials, she has sought for supplies in other 
quarters. He looked upon our export of cotton 
to be as dead as that of indigo. We shall have 
no market for it hereafter, but to supply our own 
consumption; except they will take it from us in 
China, which can scarcely be expected. ' 

The gentleman from South Carolina says, that 
it takes all the profits of our trade with other 
countries, to pay the annual balance due to Eng- 
land. To men of practical minds, what does this 
fact prove? It proves that this balance was es- 
seutiallo our interest. It provesthat we al! know, 
that a capital is necessary to a mau who is de- 
void of one; and England, being the first com- 
mercial nation in the world, furnishes us with a 
capital which we want, as Holland. in former 
times, used to furnish capital for the other nations 
of Europe. Itis as plain as any proposition in 
mathematics, that where two nations trade to- 
gether, the one rich and the other poor, the one 
yielding raw materials, and the other manufac- 
tures in a finished state, that the trade of superior 
wealth and refinement is necessary to the nation 


711 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


i 


H. oF R. Ad 


of inferior wealth. Do you wan 
Which is most necessary in America—blankets 
and rifles or furs? Suppose the savage on our 
Northwestern frontier would not let us have their 
furs. they would not get our blankets and rifles. 

Do not gentlemen see the avidity, notwithstand- 
ing all the difficulties attending the trade, and the 
consequent high prices, with which British man- 
ufactures ate purchased here? ‘The gentleman 
from South Carolina has founded a strong argu- 
ment, in the reduced price of this cotton, for re- 
sisting the Orders in Council. But the low price 
of his cotton is no proof of 
British manufactures. 

But we are to go to war to conquer the liberty 
of the sea—France having tried this in vain. 
France, with an army of a million of men, with 
Bonaparte, Massena, and other famous generals at 
their head, having failed in this enterprise, some 
of our famous coloncls are determined to succeed. 
“This appears farcical. 

But as to the principle of the Orders in Coun- 
cil, take France cut of the way, and he believed 
there would be no hesitation in resisting them. 
The question has been, shall we resist the minor, 
and put up with the major injury ? But, situated 
as we are, he would resist 


But he saw no connexion between an army of 


twenty-five or fifty thousand men, and a repeal 
of the Orders in Council. 

Suppose the Chinese had as great a maritime 
force in their seas as the British have in the At- 
lantic ocean, and China was at war with Japan, 
and had passed similar orders with the British. 
We have no trade to Japan; she has some decree, 
either governmental or municipal, to prevent our 
going there; would his friend from South Caro- 
lina, whose heroic spirit and manly mind he ad- 
mired, undertake to compel the Chinese. with a 


population of three hundred and fifty millions of 


subjects and a large fleet of ships-of-the-line, by 
passing a law to raise twenty-five thousand men, 
to repeal her restrictive orders against our com- 
merce? This would be outquixating Quixote 
himself; and outheroding all our former Herod- 
ings. With a law for raising twenty-five thou- 
sand men, whom you cannot raise, you are to set 
out on an cxpedition to conquer the liberty of the 
sea; and where? He did not know whether he 
understood his friend from South Carolina; but 
he seemed to have some project in his mind—the 
torpedoes having failed, he supposed he had got- 
ten some other new invented machinery to be 
put in motion by the Falls of Niagara; but what 
-ìt was he understood not. i 
There is one view of the subject, which he 
must be permitted to take. No wise man would 
undertake any important measure until he first 
calculated the manner of effecting his objeet, and 
eonsidered the situation in which he would be 
placed after his purpose was attained. Mr. R. 
would overlook every other consideration. He 
would indulge gentlemen in their most romantic 
notions.of success, He would consider the Amer- 
ican standard as hoisted on the walls of Quebec, 
and even at Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 


the depreciation of 


the Orders in Council. | subject. 


ada. 
her independence. 
philanthropic—and might be a very proper con- 
sideration for a quaker meeting or philanthropic # 
society, bat not for this body. But after Canada‘ 
shall be conquered, commerce could not be forced H 
into that inhospitable climate; and yet we are to |; 
baing upon ourselves land taxes, excise,and inter 
pal taxes of every description, to obtain it, | | 
Are there no limits, asked Mr. R., to the terri- 
tory over W 
extended? Is it, like space, indefinite in its ex 

| tent? He believed that whenever the valley of 
| the Mississippi came to be filled up, we should 4% 
find our mistake on this subject. 
You are laying the foundation 
from the Union—on the north, by the possession zi 
of Canada, and on the borders of the Ohio, for 
another division. The Obio has been made the 
line between the slaveholding States and those 
| which hold no slaves. He need not call the at-; 
tention of the House to this distinction, nor to the 
d animosities growing out of the 


jealousies an 


Mr. R. 


said, if he thought these twenty-five i 
thousand men ‘ 


could effect their object; if they 4 
could be raised; if, being raised, they would not à 
| be more dangerous than the Orders in Conneil or 
French decrees, he might have been disposed te 4 
favor the passage of this bill. 
| But why should gentlemen wish to raise a 
larger force than the Executive wants—than he 4 
| is disposed to use? For, with all his jealousies 4 
| of Executive power, when we go to war, we must # 
| do one of the two things: We must either give W% 
the President such a military and naval force, } 
and let him use it; or, if he decline using it, te- 
move him and put some man in his place 
will use it. There is no other alternative. 
any one suggest any other? 
| You have an agent to execute certain business, s 
be asks from you a certain amount for effecting 
: business on hand, you give him double—you | 
| 
making one more attempt to put it in the power | 
of the House to retrace their steps from this ill 4 
j advised measure. 
| We are going to war—going to raise twenty- 
five thousand men—going to sweep away His 
Majesty’s Government from the British Provia- 
ces, He sometimes was ready to persuade him- 
| self that he must be laboring under a meatal de- 
rangement—that the thing could uot be, What 


force it upon him—you compel him to waste it. 3 
Would not this be deemed extraordinary conduct | 
raise twenty-tive thousand men for this purpose; 3 
when it takes you from the 5th of November ty > 


Will i 


in an individual? If we place confidence in the 
Executive, we ought to act up to his views, and 
not adopt measures to force him beyond the point i 
to which he is willing to go. 

Mr. R. felt an utter incapacity to do a proper : 
degree of justice to his sentiments on this subject; $ 
but he could not suffer the bill to pass without : 


hich Republican government may he 3 


for a secession ap 


who & 
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the 10th of January, to get a bill, which comes to 
your hands ready cut and dried from the Senate, 
passed intoalaw; when you have yet to pass 
‘your volunteer bill, your navy bill, and above all, 
your appropriation bill, Why, Captain Cook 
would have sailed around the world before you 
ean get throush this; and yet you talk about car- 
tying on offensive war, while everything shows 
yau incapable of carrying on such a-war. . 

` But, by the aid of war speeches and the previous 
qaestion you may get your war measures passed. 
But the previous question will not replenish an 
empty Treasury, nor supply the places of your 
killed and wounded men, nor carry on your war. 
. No; you would have to take the meastres of 

our predecessors, and infuse a little more energy 

nto the Government, 

‘Mr. R. was afraid we should not be inclined to 
copy after the not unwise example of our prede- 
gexsors of the Republics of ancient times—of the 
aacient world—to attend to the auspices under 
i which we are acting—tothe signs of the times. Is 
-#t: possible that this most imprudent measure, this 
first actual war in which we have been engaged 
since we achieved our independence, should be 
gntored upon under present circumstances—when 
eclipses, comets, earthquakes and the most deso- 
. tating visitations of God are taking place? Can 
| these be the harbingers of any good? But if it 
/ had pleased Him, in whose hands are all things, 
te harden the heart of Pharaoh, that the Children 
of Israel may suffer—he supposed they must suf- 
fer without complaining. 

. -He should like to be told by his worthy friend 
from South Carolina, what purpose he finally and 
. eventually proposes to accomplish: by the war on 
# ‘which we are about to enter. Let us, said he, 
| come down to the level of old-fashioned common 
; garise—tell us, if we must endure all the evils of 
k war, what we have to expect in return. 

: ,He knew he had detained the House to little 
purpose; but he wished to put it in the power of 
the gentlemen to revise and think better of a vote, 
i on which, in his opinion, depended the ultimate 
d¥. happiness, security, and everything dear to this 
weuntry. He knew how very easy it was to make 
į war; nothing easier than to make either national 
y. bE personal war. It was as easy to go to war as 
y # get a wife; and many a poor blockhead had 
i: he-seen strutting his hour, because he had, after 
vast exertion, married a shrew. 

: -Mr. R. wished, if they could do no better, that 

, Congress would adjourn, and suffer the members 
to go home and consult with the good old plant- 
» ers. of the country on the subject of this war; 
and ask them if they are willing that their sons 
. shall go to fight the Canadians, and whether, 
tö support the expense, they be willing to submit 
to. the payment of direct and indirect taxes, in 
‘order that we may get possession of the great 
mill-seat at Niagara ? 

¿Jf the two Houses were to adjourn only for six 
weeks, it would afford time for the present war 
* fever to. subside; and by that time the Hornet 
ý would have returned. He did not believe, indeed, 
*- at present, if a declaration of war was laid upon 


man had brought this proposition before the House, 
instead of talking about paper restrictions—paper 
armies—paper money. ‘It is true, the Constitu-" 
tion has prohibited paper; but what is the Coa- 
stitution ?- It is a paper Constitution. It says 
nothing but gold and silver shall be a tender ; that 
no appropriation shall be made for an army for a 
longer term than two years; but, in despite of our 
Constitution, appropriations have been applied 
to the Army more than two years after they were 
voted ; but if this be inquired into, you will be 
told that it is a Treasury regulation, which is 
made to supersede the Constitution. ee 
Mr. R. was the more anxious to hear the opinion 
of his friend from South Carolina as to the effect 
proposed to be obtained by these measures, because 
he believed him to be one of those pure, disinter- 
ested politicians, who sought nothing, and would 
receive nothing from the Government of his coun- 
try—who came here, at an expense of his time and 
fortune, to discharge the trust so worthily placed 
in him by his constituents. Mr. R. was proud 
to say that he stood on the same ground—that 
he never occupied any other—on it he should for- 
ever stand as long as he remained.in public life— 
and probably remain what is called an opposition? 
man}; because the moment the outs get in, they 
do the very things against which, whilst the 
were patriots, they loudly exclaimed. They re- 


alize the old fable of Æsop, “it was your bull that ; 


gored my ox.” 

Let, however, the Government come to any res- 
olution, in which the rights and liberties of the 
country are involved, if he had no strong objec- 
tion to the course proposed, it would receive no 
captious opposition from him. He should despise 
any capitous opposition; but when you come to 
raise standing armies, to treason bills, to bills for 
the suspension of the habeas corpus, to unlimited 
taxation, to the violation of the most sacred pro- 
visions of the Constitution, he should then put in 
his veto. . 

Whose bill is this, asked Mr. R., upon which 
we are now debating? Is it the bill of the wise, 
the sober, the discreet, the cautious, the thinking 
man, who now fills the Chair of State? No. Is 
it the bill of either of his two able coadjutors, 
men of clear minds, first in business, first in hue 
man affairs—solid, thinking, ingenious, wily, cun- 
ning—never at a loss—something like a cat, al- 
ways on their feet? He knew this bill did not 
come from them. It is an anti-ministerial meas- 
ure, and, therefore, though he was somewhat sur- 

| prised at some of the support which it received, 
he was not surprised at the countenance it had 
from others. Whosesystem, then, isit? Itcame 
from the other House. Upon whatisit bottomed ? 
Upon any regularreport? Not, he believed, upon 
evenaresolution. We have no information upon 
what object the force is to be employed, or who 
is to command it—and that is of some import- 
ance. He should like to see the Commander-in- 
chief named ia the bill, though it would be adopt- 
ing a new mode. 
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This is a project, said Mr. R., which,a few 
ears hence, no man will father—no one will ac- 
Lnowledee it to be his project. It will be said the 
bill originated in the Senate—that there was a 
great alarm in the country ; that the Senate being 
a branch of the Executive, were supposed to pos- 
sess the most correct information—that the whole 
party was for it—that he (the member who gives 
this account) was rather against it, but that he 
had given way to the general opinion ; and where 
will then be the man who brought forward this 
bill? Gone to the vault of all the Capulets. 

He had frequently heard of thoughtless indi- 
viduals being drawn into scrapes ; 
before heard ofa nation, a sober-minded nation, 
being drawn into a war, not only agaiust its own 
consent, but against the best judgment of those 
intrusted with the Government. He repeated 
that it was an anti-ministerial measure, which 
will be attended with no trifling consequence. 

Mr. R. said he was a member of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. This House is inde- 
pendent of the Executive branch of the Govern- 
ment; yet in every question connected with war, 
as that department is best acquainted with the 
subject, and the resources of the country, and as 
it must eventually be intrusted with the execu- 
tion of war measures, there was but one course, 
after the committee met, which common sense 
prescribed, and that was to apply to the Execu- 
tive branch for information on this subject. It 
was on his motion, that the Secretary of War 
appeared before the committee, and gave them a 
plan of what the Executive deemed necessary to 
be done, and the committee reported accordingly. 

And what has been the result? Without any 
further information from the Executive, we have 
changed our views on the subject, and taken up 
a bill from the other House, we know not from 
what source. | 

Mr. R. believed we had as good a Government 
as we should ever see. He spoke of the Execu- 
tive branch. He asked no favors of them; all 
that he had to ask of our Ministry was, that they 
would keep their hands out of his pocket. But 
why this violent struggle against Executive 
wishes? If, under the operation of the proposed 
system of measures, the people murmur against 
their rulers, what must the Executive say? Of 
course, he will say, “ I laid my plan before Con- 
gress, and told them what measures ought, in 
my opinion, to be pursued; but they turned a 
deaf ear to it. Somebody, or nebody, brought 
forward a bill-entirely different from what I had 
recommended; but it was passed by a large ma- 
jority of both Houses, and I did not choose to 
put my veto upon it.” 

What can be said under these circumstances? 
The Executive stands acquitted. Nota tittle of 
responsibility attaches to him on account of the 
measures we are taking. Where then does it lie? 
On the House of Representatives. Where are 
they? Gone to their respective homes; and, 
when they meet again, who are they? A differ- 
erent body of men. 

Mr. R. said it was most astonishing to him, 


but he never | Itis, then, 


in land. 

Who, asked Mr. R., are the Governors of this 
country? Are not the people? Is not the peo- 
ple’s money to support the expenses of this war? 
a question for them to settle. He knew 
they must settle it through their Representatives, 
If the nation be not disposed to fight, it will not 
be war speeches, made here, that will goad them 
to battle. You can neither make the people go 
to war, nor keep them at war, unless they be con- 
vinced they have no other resource. When dis- 
satisfied, they will speak a language which will 
be heard. i 

Mr. R. said he had the most profound respect 
for the intentions of gentlemen who differ in opin; | 
ion from him on this question. God forbid that> 
he should arrogate to himself to judge not only ` 
as to the correctness of measures, but as to inten- i 
tion. Have we a right to say that the intentions | 
of the majority of those who supported the mea-' 
sures of 98, were corrupt? Certainly not; but 
we know the nation, when they had time to ex- 
amine into those measures, withdrew from them, 
their support. And who are the great Republi- 
cans, the majority of the present day? They are 
the same who opposed and condemned the doings 
of the Congress of ’98. 

There was so much to be said on this subject, 
that he had not touched upon; and so much to 
be well said, that he had said most lamely, that 
Mr. R. felt reluctant to take his chair. He would 
not, however, further weary the patience of the 
House. He hoped some other gentleman, better. 
qualified, would take up the points he had omit- : 
ted. He had spoken principally as to the views 
and designs of the Administration, as counteract-. | 
ed by the bill on the table; he would not say, or | 
insinuate designedly ; though he did not believe 
that the bill proceeded from the warmest friend 
of the Administration. He hoped time would be 
afforded further to consider the subject ; that, if ; 
the present motion did not succeed, a motion to 
postpone to a day certain would be more sue- 
cessful. 


The question on postponement was taken, with- 
out further debate, by yeas and nays as follows: 


Yras—Abijah Bigelow, James Breckenridge, Elijah 
Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, f 
John Davenport, jr, William Ely, Asa Fitch, Richard ; 
Jackson, jr., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, | 
jr, Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan O, i 
Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jry Elisha j 
R. Potter, John Randolph, William Rodman, Daniel 3 

j 
L 
f 


Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson—29. - 

Naxs— Willis Alston, jun, William Anderson, Ste- 
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venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Josiah Bart- | uel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, James Mor- 
lett, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William} gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 
Biackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Thos, Blount, Adam | bold, Thomas Newton, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William | William Piper, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Jona- 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew | than Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebe- 
Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, | nezer Seaver, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, George 


William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph i Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, ' 


Désha, Samuel Dinsmore, Elias Earle, James Emoft, | William Strong, John Taliaferro, William Widgery, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thos. | and Thomas Wilson—60. 

Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grun- The question was then taken on receding from 
dy, Bolling Hetty Oed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett) theamendment which formed the twenty-fifth sec- 
Hawes, on ‘iyasan, Richard M: Johnson, Jo- | tion of the bill, providing that the officers should 
seph Kent, Wm. R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefe-) continue in commission during such term only as 


ver, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William j : A ? > 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, Thomas i the President shall judge requisite, and carried by 


Moore, William McCoy, Samucl McKee, Alexander | about the same majority as the last. | 

McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. The next question was, on receding from, the 
Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Ncl- | twenty-sixth section of the bill, which provided 
son, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas New- j that no general, field, or staff officer should receive 
ton, Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jr., Israel | pay until called into service. This question was 
Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Por- lost, there being 49 votes for receding and 76 
| ter, Josiah Quiney, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, | against it, as follows: 

| John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer | Yras— Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ezekiel 
. Sage, Thomas Sammons; Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer | Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Wm. W. Bibb, 
| Seaver, John Sevier,’ Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, | Harmanus Bleecker, Jno. C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
} John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, ! John Clopton, Lewis Condit, Samuel Dinsmoor, James 
-William Strong, George Sullivan, Peleg Tallman, | Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Isaiah L. 
; 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 


© John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles} Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
‘Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., David R.| A. Harper, John M. Hyneman, Joseph Kent, Abner 
Williams, William Widgery, Richard Winn, and Rob- }| Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy 
-eit Wright—98. Livingston, William Lowndes, Alexander McKim, 
The question was then taken on receding from | Samuel L. Mitchill, Anthony New, Stephen Ormsby, 

the amendment in the proviso to the first section | William Paulding, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, 
of the bill, which limited the appointment: of | Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Thomas 
Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, John Sevier, Adam Sey- 

bert, Samuel Shaw, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tall- 
man, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 


officers to six regiments, and was decided as 
follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Steven- 
son Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell | W hite—49 
Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, Elijah | y 
Brigham, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin 
Chittenden, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Lewis Con- 
dit; Samuel Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Fisk, Me- 


Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William 
h a A. Burwell, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion 
mok eae Se ee oe a rae Martin Chittenden, M atthew Clay, James Cochran, 
eee f aneen, ery 20 Mg HAs 2ed! William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph 
, Hall, John A. Harper, Joseph Kent, W illiam R. King, | Desha, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, Wil- 
n pner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, P etor Little, aes Lei liam Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Aylett 
' Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, William McCoy, ; y 4 - ps . acd 
‘Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. | Hawes Jacon Hufy, Richard Jackson, jr Richard M. 
Moseky g A ait lide anior, Bar anin Peat, | Joseph Lewis, jr., Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Geo. 
Peter B: Porter, Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, Sam- ; C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Wil- 


' liam McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James 


` ‘uel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Thomas Sam- | Milnor, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 


i junior, Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, and Leonard i 


Nays—Stevenson Archer, David Bard, A. Bigelow, . 
| William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, Jas. - 


Johnson, Philip B. Key, William R. King, Lyman Law, . 


mons, Lemuel Sawyer, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, | O. Moscley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 


Samuel Shaw, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, George ! 
Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Pe- į 
Jeg Tallman, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles: \ 
“Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortland, jr., Laban Wheaton, | g 
` Leonard White, Rich. Winn, and Robt. Wright—67. | 
Nays—David Bard, William W. Bibb, Harmanus į 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Brecken- 
ridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, James Cochran, Wil- ‘Is Ds A cere 
liam Cras ford, Tehn Davenport, ir, Roger Davis, John Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—76. 


Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, 


: Newton, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Pi- , 
per, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
Villiam Reed, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, ` 
benezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Daniel Sheffey, John ` 


| Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, Lewis B. - 
| Sturges, George Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, John Tali- 
| aferro, Laban Wheaton, William Widgery, Thomas + 


Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, James Emott, The last question wasn receding from the © 
William Findley, Asa Fitch, Aylett Hawes, Jacob twenty-seventh section, which gave power to the © 


Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr., Rich- President to appoint officers in the recess of the . 


ard M. Johnson, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph | Senate, which was carricd 61 to 40. 
Lewis, junior, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George | Resolved, That this House do insist upon the 
C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Sam- | third amendment disagreed to by the Senate 


ee ae 


w 


Fripay, January 10. 


Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- j 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill to incorporate 
the Trustees of the Washington College; which 
was read twice and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. 
` Mr. Biacx.ence. from the committee appointed 
on the subject, presented a bill to alter the times | 
of holding the District Courts ofthe United States | 


‘for the North Carolina District; which was read 


twice, and ordered to be eugrossed and read ibe 
third time to-morrow. | 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, the Committee on i 
the Public Lands were discharged from the con- | 
sideration of the petition of the President and j 


‘Trustees of the Natchez Hospital, referred yester- | 


day; and the petition was referred to the Com- 
anittee of Commerce and Manufactures. 


-On motion of Mr. Bacon, the Committee of | 


Ways and Means were discharged from the con- 
sideration of so much of the above-mentioned pe- 
tition as was referred to them ; and it was also re- 
ferred to the Committee of Commerce and Manu 
factures. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate recede from their disagreement 
to the amendment to the bill “to raise an addi- 
tional military force,” which has been insisted on 
by this House.. 

On motion of Mr. Mitnor, a committee was 
appointed to inquire and report whether any, and 
what, amendments are necessary to the act, enti- 
ded “An act to prescribe the mode in which the 
public acts, records, and judicial proceedings, in 
each State, shall be authenticated, so as to take 
effect in every other State ;” the committee to 
-have leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 

„Mr. Mitwor, Mr. Curves, and Mr. Law, were 
appointed the committee. 
' EMPLOYMENT OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. Ranpo pa rose, and said, that having been 
engaged in raising a large military force, he, for | 
one, if the United States were to incur this ex- | 
pense, was disposed to give them employment, not į 
probably, though, the identical employment of | 
which the House had heard somuch. It was the 
boast of the Roman legion and its commanders, | 
that the Roman soldiery was as well versed in the | 
use of the pickaxe and the spade as the sword; | 
and so essential was it deemed by that wise and | 
military people that the soldiery should not only ; 
be able to perform their military duty, but be use- ; 
ful as laborers, that their military levies were al- | 
ways made from the country, from men engaged 
in the employment of husbandry, in preference to | 
the dissolute and profligate loungers of the town. 
He, for one, had been, for a long time, surprised, 
that the Government should be paying immense , 
sums in all parts of the United States for labor, j 
whilst the soldiery, which annually drew millions | 
from our Treasury, are kept in a state of perfect 


idleness, leading to depravity and dissoluteness of ! 
manners. He believed that regular and whole- i 
some labor would not only have a good effect in 
preserving the health of our soldiers, but it would 


compelled to bear, less burdensome, and prevent 
them from having recourse to intoxication, If 
they were to be employed in digging the Presi- 


dent’s house or the War Office from under ground, . 


it would not only give them an appetite for their 
regular meals, but some.appetite for their existence. 

At this moment it is contemplated by the Gor- 
ernment to perform some works of great utility, 

We have already decided that if these men shall 
be raised, and the publie service does not require 
them to be employed, the President shall not have 
the power of disbanding them ; but before the bill 
can be carried into operation, a considerable time 
must elapse; and if there be no war, our large 
Peace Establishment will be entirely out of em- 
| ploy, except that they may shoulder their mus- 
| kets on the south side of some range of buildings. 
Believing, therefore, that the empleyment of 
i these men, would not only be useful in forward- 
ing works of public uility, but tead to their own 
‘eomfort and happiness—if there can be such a 
| thing as a happy mercenary slave—and in some 
| measure, supply that loss of labor which is taken 
out of the market by their enlistment—he wished 
some measure to be adopted for this purpose. He 
also believed that if the officers bad something like 
employment, by overlooking their men, and see- 
ing that they performed their work properly, they 
would be thereby materially benefited; for he 
could conceive of nothing so injurious to the com- 
fort of a man as leading the life of a drone with- 
out business. -The greatest geniuses of the age, 
spending their time in this way, would become 
drones and dead weights on society. He, there- 
fore. moved the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to employ the regular army of the United 
i States, when not engaged in actual servico, and when 
| in his judgment the public interest will not thereby be 
| injured, in the construction of roads, canals, or other 
works of public utility.” : 

Mr. Wricnt.—Mr. Speaker, I hope this House 
will not disgrace itself by permitting this resola- 
tion to Jie onthe table. It proposes to convert the 
Army of the United States into a body of labor- 
ers on the canals and public roads, and their offi- 
cers into overseers of the roads and canals. It 
goes directly to convert the proceedings of this 
House, on the bill to raise 25,000 men, into a farce, 
and to present to the nation, (whose spirit is now 
alive to avenge the wrongs we have too long sus- 
tained.) a very different object to which that army 
may be applied than that for which it was intend- 
ed. Sir, the President, who is the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army. whose duties as such are 
confined to military objects, will thereby be con- 
verted into a supervisor general of roads and ca- 
nals. It is not in the contemplation of the Con- 
stitution, that the President, as Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army, should have such labor im- 


| posed on him. You might, with equal propriety, 


impose on him the supervising and assisting the 
tillage of the cotton plantations by the Army. Sir, 
the President would not be bound by such a law. 
The Army, sir, may be correctly engaged on for- 
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was composed of the worst matérials; and he 
now appears to wish to bring the service into dis- 
grace. He hoped the proposition. would be dis- 
posed of without much debate. 

Mr. RanpoLrea never dreamed of the great 
sensibility which he appeared to have excited in 
the House by this. motion. He had exchanged 
conversation with some -of the best and wisest 
men in the community on this subject, who had 
agreed with him in the opinion as to the propriety 
of thus employing the Army; and nothing but 
the pressure of other business and the remoteness 
of our situation from any theatre of public works, 
had prevented him from. bringing forward the 
proposition long ago. 

Though he was a native of a country the chief 
part of the labor of which is performed by slaves, 
yet he had learned to-day, for the first time, that 
honest labor was disgraceful; that the honor ofa 
soldier cannot survive it. He was sorry, if such 
were the case, to find there is, indeed, a much 
wider distinction between honor and honesty, 
than he had imagined. Men put on a livery— 
the livery of the King—are engaged in perform- 
ing menial offices for their officers, who expose 
their naked backs to the merciless executioner, 
are deprived of free agency—but they are above 
honest labor! He wished we could avail our- 
selves, if it were only now and then, to look on 
the practices of other nations ; that we would not 
believe that we are the most enlighteaed people 
in the world. Who were the constructors of the 
great military highways which pervaded every 
country when reduced to the form of a Roman 
province? That wise people never deemed any 
country subdued, until great military high roads 


Shall I ask, ia what manner the delay of pub- 
lic business is produced by laying on your table a 
resolution authorizing the President, not to take 
the Army from their military duty, but when they 
are not employed in the public service, and when, 
in his estimation, the public interest will not 
thereby be injured, to employ them in public 
works of utility? There was no relation between 
this resolution and the business which was before 
the House yesterday. For three years, this sub- 
ject had been floating in his mind, and nothing 
was further from his expectation than that he was 
about to excite the feelings of any gentleman, 
much less that he was about to incur a charge of 
delaying the public business, 

The gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Catuoun) had stated, that it was not to be won- 
dered at that gentlemen opposed: to the prepara- 
tions now making for war, should attempt to de- 
lay the public business. He did not wish to pro- 
duce any delay in the measures which the House 
had determined upon. In extreme cases, he might 

“be induced to steps of this kind; but, in a case 
like this, he should not do it. 

He did not require to be informed by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. Wricu'r) of the pò- 
lite attention with which the House had favored 
him while he was discussing a subject of momen- 
tous concern to the nation. But, on whom is the 
delay of the public business fairly chargeable 2 
He appealed to his worthy friend from Georgia, 
if it were not chargeable on his friends; for that 
gentleman had said, some days ago, “that he 
t would wait with pleasure to hear anything 
‘which could be heard in opposition; but he was 
* wearied out with the debate from the professed, 
‘and, he kad no doubt, the real friends of the 
t measures under discussion.” 

With the aid of the previous question, and a. 
majority of sixty in favor of war measures, if 
there be any ability for public business, let us not 
hear of delay from laying a simple resolution on 
the table, and a debate proceeding, not from the 
party offering it, but from those who are not wil- 
ling it should lie on the table: from which if it 
were taken, it would not be by his hand, except it 
were asked with more courtesy and urbanity than 
had been shown by the gentleman who suggested 
this course. 
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gentleman wished to be applied to fora with- 
drawal of his proposition ; but he thought it would 
be disgraceful to Congress that such a resolution 
should lie on their table. At a time when we 
are about to raise an army to defend our injured | 
country, an attempt is made to turn the whole 
into ridicule. by a proposition to employ them in | 
making roads and digging canals! Things which 
may be proper and reputablein one situation, may 
be improper and disreputable in another. Whe- 
ther it was proper or decorous to call the Army of 
the United States mercenary slaves, he should | 
leave the world to judge; but he could never give | 
his vote one day for raising an army for the de- 
fence of the country, and the next, give counte- 
nance to aresolution which went to degrade that | 
army. | 
Mr. Sranrorp was not prepared to say whe- i 
therit would be proper to agree to this proposi- 
tion or not; but it certainly was no new thing. 
He asked gentlemen to recollect who cut the roads 


hold out to the world that this military force was 


raised with any other view ‘than to go to war. 


Would it not be highly improper. at the moment 


we are raising men to defend our country, that’ 
we should be discussing a proposition for employ-" 
ing them in making roads and canals? Can the’ 
gentleman from Virginia be surprised that this” 


motion should excite sensibility ? 

Why was nota resolution of this kind, if he 
thought it necessary, brought torward before we 
had a prospect of war? Would the gentleman 
have these men set to work with their pickaxes 
and spades, at a moment when the country is 
bleeding under the wounds which she has receiv- 
ed from an implacable enemy? Under different 


circumstances, and under a different modification, - 


he prohably should not have objected to such a 
proposition. The modification to which he al- 
luded was. to allow to every man who shoul. be 


thus employed, additional pay. But, will any > 


gentleman who has voted for war measures con- 


from the frontiers of Tennessee to Natchez; they |sent that this proposition shall lie on the table? 


were cut by the Army, under the direction of the 
late President. How were the troops employed 
at Terre au Bwuf? He understood they were 
engaged in ditching and other work. He stated 
these things to show that the subject is worthy of 
consideration. 

Mr. TALLMADGE understood the resolution to 
contemplate employing the troops, when out of 
service, in working on roads and canals. He 
would suggest an amendment to the resolution, 
which would be, to employ the men in erecting 
fortifieations also. He was creditly informed 
that Government had been in the habit of paying 
a dollar a day to laborers on fortifications, while 
our troops were idle. During his military life, | 
he had been employed in all necessary labor ; and, 
passing a resolution like the present, would show 
that this House expected that the labor for which 
large sums had heretofore been paid, should be 
done by the troops. 

Mr. Ranpo.pn accepted of this amendment. 

Mr. Wrienr said, this amendment was unne- 
cessary, since every one acquainted with military 
business, knew thai this was a part of the duty of 
anarmy. . 

The Speaker declared the amendment to be | 
in order. 

Mr. Quincy said, that though the first impres- 
sions of his mind were hostile to this proposition, 
yet he could not believe it was a question, espe- 
cially as modified by thc amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, which ought not to be: 
permitted to lie on the table, and hereafter be | 
considered. He regretted that the yeas and nays; 
had been called for.. He supposed that.the reso- 
lution would, at least. have been suffered to lic on | 
the table, without objection. 

Mr. Grunpy said, he voted in favor of consid- 
ering the resolution, because, if we were to refuse 
to consider it to-day, the gentleman might renew 
it from day to day. He-believed the time and 
circumstances under which this motion was 
brought forward, had produced the sensibility j 


| farce. What is proposed ? 


If so, the people will still believe we are not in 
earnest. Ifthe mover of this proposition be dis- 
posed, in the least, to accommodate the House, it 
would be best at once to take a vote on the reso- 
lution itself;.instead of the motion at present be- 
fore the House. ; 

Mr. Ken‘r.—However I might be disposed to 
discuss a resolution of this nature at any other 
time, I am decidedly opposed to it at this moment, 
either in its original shape, or as amended. Should 
we be serious in going to war, our army will have 
sufficient employment. 

The President knows his duty too well not to 
employ those men in erecting and repairing forts, 
to guard against the inroads of our enemies—for 
a powerful one we shall have to contend with. 
View, sir, our extensive seacoast from the Chesa- 
peake to Mississippi. Georgia and the Carolinas 
must be watched and defended. New Orleans 
must be protected, and New York must not be 
overlooked. Are we to raise those troops with their 
numerous Officers, and encounter a countless ex- 
pense, to do what? Cut roads and make ditches. 
What effect is the gentleman’s resolution caleu- 
lated to have on the enlistments about to be 
made? Patriotism alone can raise an army in 
this country. 

Such is the facility with which a comfortable 
snbsistence can be obtained in this happy land by 
agricultural pursuits, that men are to be induced 
by patriotism, not the pittance that we shall offer 
them, to enlist in the service of their country. 
However correct the motive and object of the 
gentleman may be, his resolution, at this critical 


| moment, is well calculated to bring our measures 


into contempt. It is well adapted to convert the 
serious, solemn acts of this House, into a mere 
To convert your 
army, at a time like this, into mere hewers of 
wood and diggers of carth. Instead of avenging 
the wrongs so deeply inflicted upon our country, 
they are to be consigned to work upon the roads, 
to be associated in employment with criminals, 


724 


725 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


band of diggers.. It would have bent their lofty 
minds, from the greatest bravery, from the loftiest 
virtue, to a debasement beneath calculation. 

I hope the House will reject the resolution 
with that promptness, with that decision, which 
becomes us. 

Mr. Ranvouru hada wish to accommodate the 
gentleman from Tennessee. He would, therefore, 
withdraw his motion for laying the proposition 
on the table, and have the question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. Smiuiz observed that, if such a proposition 
would, at any time he proper, it is extremely im- 
proper at this time. The less said on the subject 
the better. 

Mr. Key had always considered it to be the duty 
of the soldiery to build fortifications; they had to 
obey the commands of their officers in executing 
works of this kind. The gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Stanford) had stated correctly 
that the soldiers had been employed in making 
the road which he had mentioned; and he be- 
lieved, at this time, some troops are engaged in 
cutting a road through the lands of the Choctaw 
nation of Indians. But he was opposed to the 
resolution, as unnecessary—it being already the 
duty of soldiers to execute works of this kind, 
under the direction of their officers. 

Mr. Wincery wished to know if the motion 
could not be divided. The working on fortifica- 
tions was certainly a part of the duty of soldiers; 
but he considered this power already in the hands 
of the commander of every army, and it would 
not be taken from him by any vote we may give, 
so he should vote against the resolution. As to 
working on roads and canals, he did not expect 
the soldiers to be employed in this manner. 

Mr. Ranvotru would suppose the case to hap- 
pen, to which the attention of the House was 
called yesterday, on one of the amendments to the 
bill for raising an additional military force, that 
our affairs are adjusted with England, and the 
troops are not wanted to fight. You have put it 
out of the power of the President to disband them. 


ui ns 


Would it not, then, be desirable that they should be į 


employed iu some useful work, while they are re- 
ceiving their pay from the public? The gentleman 
from Maryland, (Mr. Wricar,) had talked about 
these men being associated with felons. He did 
expect accuracy from that gentleman. Is there 
any such proposition in that resolution? It is a 
simple, naked proposition, a rational and reason- 
ableone; and one which nothing but the panic 
of the moment could have raised into the conse- 
quence which had been given to it. The question 
is simply this—whether a large body of troops, 
engaged in the service of the United States, not 
having employment, whom the nation iscompelled 
to pay, shall be employed on works of public 
utility? And, his friend from North Carolina 


had refreshed his memory in mentioning the fact 
of the late President having thus employed a part 
of the soldiery formerly. There is nothing in 
the resolution to damp the ardor of the patriotism 


of any man inclined to enter the service. If it 
be patriotism which leads a man to enter into the 
army, he will calculate upon leaving itas soon 
as the army shall have effected its object; and if 
at any time, during his service, he should not be 
wanted to perform military duty, he would pre- 
fer being employed in honest labor, in the open, 
cheerful air, to being shut up in a barrack. 

Mr. R. would venture to say that, if at the end 
of this Congress, or at the commencement of the 
next, a resolution to this effect were to be laid 
upon the table, when the present war fever had 
somewhat abated, if it shall not be wholly re- 
moved, nothing of the sensation which we have 
now seen, would be produced. He could readily 
believe that the common soldiers, already ener- 
vated by idleness and inebriety, would have ob- 
jections to this proposition; but their objections ` 
would be, with him, the highest recommendation. 

In no remarks, said Mr. R., which he had ever 
applied to an army, had he any reference to that 
army to which we owe our independence. He 
thought of it with far more reverence. Let not 
gentlemen deceive themselves—the army of the 
present day is not the army of the Revolution— 
General Wilkinson is not General Washington. 
A more corrupt military body never existed than 
the Praetorian band. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT inquired of the Speaker if it were 
in order thus to abuse thearmy of the country ? 

The Speaker said the gentleman hada right 
to express his opinion of any public establishment; 
the great object in debate is to respect ourselves, 
not to exhibit extraordinary heat, but to discuss 
every question which came before the House in 
a cool and orderly manner, and treat each other 
as gentlemen ought to he treated. 

Mr. Rannowps rose and asked, if another Crom- 
well was at the door ; or, if not at the door, in full 
march to subvert the liberties of the nation—and 
show me the nation, said he, which has lost its 
liberty in any other way—a member is not to 
rise and announce the danger, lest he should hurt 
the feelings of some gallant and honorable man ; 
because he may wound the feelings of the Prætor 
tothe First Consul? The opinion which he had 
expressed of our army, was the deliberate convic- 
tion of his judgment, from which he never should 
be driven. It had been made his duty to examine 
the testimony of a cloud of witnesses, many of 
them members of that body, and his soul sicken- 
ed with loathing and disgust at the examination. 
He would not be understood as making his obser- 
valions general. There are in the Army many 
worthy, gallant spirits; but, taken in the mass, it 
is cankered to the core. He recollected the evi- 
dence, which he was compelled to reduce to 
writing, in the trial of Aaron Burr. He knew by 
whom Burr was received, and supplied with arms 
out of the public stores, with aids—orderly ser- 
geants, he believed, they were called—and he had 
seen these very persons since promoted. Under 
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these circumstances, he had a right to express William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Pe- 
himself of the Army as he felt. ter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Wm. Lowndes, 
Mr. R. could not sit down, without again ex- | Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
pressing his regret at the heat which had been | Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Alexander Me- 
struck out of this plain, reasonable proposition. Kim, Arunah Metealf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mit- 
He would remind the gentleman from Teunessee, chill, Tomos Vorgan Jeremiah pineal Jonathan O. 
that, if the resolution were agreed to, the details Merely. ci ae = fel Willem hafta ‘Thomas 
of the bill could be made conformable to the idea | Newton Stephen Ormsby, William Faulding, jun., Jo- 
he had suggested. If he could have believed that seph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin 
he H susses id | pre ieh ai Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, 
the House would have mage so much opposition | Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 
to his řesolution, he would not have brought it Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, T'homas 
forward; and he was prevented from withdraw- Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel 
ing it at present, only from the nature of the re- | Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, George Smith, 
ception it had met with. . Silas Stow, William Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, George 
Mr. Mitnor was surprised that gentlemen | Sullivan, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, John 
were not ready to receive any proposition which | Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Pierre Van 
was made to the House, with coolness, and to | Cortlandt, jun., Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, 
discuss it with moderation; he thought it better | Thos. Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 
to take this course, than, in heat and passion, at VOLUNTEER CORPS. 
once to reject a measure, which, in our opinion, ; É 
may be improper. He thought it right that the| The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
question should be decided by yeas and nays, and mie of the wick on fae bill to aone ie 
he should vote against it. However much he re- | President of the United States to accept and or- 
spected the gentleman who brought forward the | ganize certain volunteer military corps. ; 
proposition—and he always listened to his elo-| The amended bill being under consideration, 
quence with pleasure and benefit—he could not | which provides for the appointment of the officers 


vote for it, because he had voted for the bill for | by the several States— 

raising an additional army ; and he considered | |_Mr. Porter moved to amend the second sec- 
set this ‘pro egies was ernen to throw a pers co Ceara: to i oat plowing 
amp upon the business of enlistment. He had| words: “and shall be lable to be called upon to 
considered it his duty to go along with the major- | do duty at any time the President of the United 
ye pittive iar agrio into a complete state of Siale Pml think proper i E 

efence. He trusted we were assuming a new might appear extraordinary, Mr, P. said, tb 
posture, which had been long recommended, and | he should propose an amendment to a bill which 
i considered this ibposttiny as auguring well | he ee be Ca o adepice: 
or the prosperity of the country. would make it unconstitutional. But, perhaps, 
Mr. M. observed, that one part of this resolu- | when his motives were understood, he should 
tion was very objectionable. It had never been | stand acquitted of acting improperly, The ob- 
considered as the duty of soldiers to make roads | ject of the President of the United States aud of 
and dig canals, except such works became neces- | the Committee of Foreign Relations, was to pro- 
sary for the accommodation of the army, as had | vide a volunteer force to act in conjunction with 
been stated by the gentleman from Maryland, As | the regular troops, in such service as Government 
to the other branch of the resolution, respecting | may direct them to perform. The committee, in 
fortifications, it is already the constant practice of | conformity with this view, had direcied him to 
commanders thus to employ their men, and there- Heed a eee was a repon to the care 
fore this provision is unnecessary. He hoped, {łn that bill, he gave this volunteer corps the 
therefore, the resolution would be rejected. ‘| character of regular troops, or Federal troops, in 
It was rejected—yeas 15, nays 102, as follows: | distinction from regulars or militia, under the 
Yeas—Harmanus Bleecker, Elijah Brigham, Wil- | opinion that a militia corps could not be employed 
liam Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Richard Jackson, | without the limits of the United States. The 
_ jr) Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr, Hugh Nelson, Tim- | Committee of Foreign Relations gave theirconsent 
othy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, | to the bill; but some of the members of that com- 
Rich. Stanford, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White. | mittee, after reflection on the subject, thinking 
Nays—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Ste- | that the militia might be employed iu carrying 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David | on an offensive war, and being desirous of so em- 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. k 3 have the bill 
Bibb. T} ‘Adam Boyd J Bicek ploying them, they asked leave to have the bii 
id ? Mero aonni Wika a B roan William recommitted, and the present amendatory bill was 
Li be take aged ee imi a nl tee s raam | reported. If the opinion be correct, that the mili- 
Butler, Jokn C. Calhoun. Epaphroditus Champion, ia may be employed in loreien. olfenciy e war 
Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, 2h apie p9} 2 : aan 
James Cochran, John Clopton, I.ewis Condit, Roger then the bill, as it now stands, is a proper one ; if 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, ae it will be tae and ea ee to ah 
Elias Earle, William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack | ° ject IR, AEW c had intro ae Hits amend- 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah; meat for the purpose of trying the sense of the 
L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John TART on = point a it be deemed Con- 
stitutional to employ the militia in any purposes 


A. Harper, Ayictt Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyne- lit ; 
man, Richard M. Johuson, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, | of war, there can be no objection to this amend- 
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ment; but if, on the contrary, (which was his 
opinion.) it be thought the militia can only be! 
employed for the purposes mentioned in the Con- ! 
stitution within the United States, this amend- 
ment will be negatived, and we must have re- 
course to the original bill. 

Mr. POINDEXTER observed that the amendment 
proposed by the honorable gentleman from New 
York would not, if agreed to, obviate the Con- 
stitutional difficulty which had been raised on! 
the present occasion. The President, said he, | 
has already the power to call out the militia at 
any time be may think proper, to do military 
duty in the service of the United States; but | 
that power is expressly directed to objects within 
the jurisdictional limits of the United States. If, | 
then, the amendment be adopted, it will confer} 
on the Exceutive no authority which he does not 
already possess. Ie hoped, therefore, the hon- 
orable gentleman would withdraw the motion! 
which he had made, that a more comprehensive 
amendment might be offered, declaring the use 
which should be made of this force when organ- 
ized. Sir, said Mr. P., I am one of those who 
believe that these volunteers will be composed of 
the purest and best materials of which our coun- 
try can boast. The hardy and enterprising sons! 
of the planter and the farmer, whose occupations 
are peculiarly calculated to qualify them for the 
fatigues and hardships incident to the camp, and 
whose minds, untutored in the school of vice and 
immorality, inhale the holy flame of patriotism, | 
by the influence of which they are animated to | 
brave every danger, to vindicate the rights, and 
redress the violated honor of their native coun- 
try. I wish, said he, to give to the energies of | 
this corps such a direction, as to constitute it an | 
efficient force for all the purposes of the war, | 
which is about to grow out of the wrongs in- | 
flicted on the nation by the tyranny and sito 


tice of Great Britain. Can we, then, constitu- 
tionally employ volunteer militia without the 
jurisdiction of the United States, in the prosecu- 
tion of hostilitics in the cnemy’s country? Mr. 
P. said he was of opinion that no legislative act 
of Congress could confer such a power on the 
President. The Constitution of the United States 
recognises two species of land force only—the 
Army, and the militia of the respective States ; 
in relation to the former, there is no restriction 
on the discretion of the Government; with re- 
gard to the latter, the purposes for which they 
may be used are limited and defined. Congress 
may, by the Constitution, “provide for calling 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions,” and for “ organizing, arming, and disci- 
plining the militia, and for governing such part 
of them as may be in the service of the United 
States, reserving to the States, respectively, the 
appointment of the officers.” The bill on your 
table contemplates a simple organization of fifty 
thousand volunteers, to be officered by the State 
‘ authorities, leaving it to the Executive to make 
such a disposition of them, as, in his opinion, 
may be consistent with the literal import of the 


Constitution, To me, said Mr. P., it appears 
evident that this foree must be confined to the 
actual territorial limits of the United States, un- 
less some provision is made, by which they may 
be compelled to step over the national boundary 
to carry on offensive war. For that purpose, he- 
said, if the honorable gentleman would withdraw 
his motion, he would, without further explana- 
tion at this time, move a new section to the Dill, 
which, in his judgment, would render this volun- 
teer force effective, both for internal and external 
purposes. 

Mr. Porrer then withdrew the motion to 
amend, and Mr. POINDEXTER proposed the fol- 
lowing section, to come in between the first and 
second sections of the bill: 

“And be it farther enacted, That each volunteer 
shall sign an engagement to serve tlie United States, 
according to the provisions of this act, which shall be 
transmitted hy the Executive of the respective States 
and Territories to the President of the United States; 
and when called into actual service, under the author- 
ity of the United States, each voluntecr shall be subject to 
the rules and articles of war, and may be called into the 
service of the United States, to any place without the 
jurisdiction thereof.” 


Mr. Gronpy would have voted against the 
proposition of the gentleman from New York, as 
he should do against the one now offered. They 
amount to nothing. If the Constitution forbids 
the President from sending the militia out of the 
United States. how can we authorize him so to 
do by law? We cannot; we should legislate to 
no purpose. Whether he had the authority or 
not, would depend upon the construction which 
the President himself shall give to the Constitu- 
tion. Nor could he see how this proposition gets 
over the difficulty. It provides that a militiaman 
may authorize the President to send him beyond 
the limits of the United States. He had always 
understood that in framing the Constitution of 
this Government, there was great jealousy exhib- 
ited lest the General Government should swal- 
low up the powers of the State governments; 
and when the power of making war and raising 
armies was given to Congress, the militia was 
retained by the States, except in the cases men- 
tioned in the Constitution. How, then, can you 
permit militiamen to engage in the service of the 
United States contrary to the provisions of the 
Constitution, and by that means leave the State 
unprotected? It was with this view that he 
should vote against this motion. He knew the 
corps proposed to be raised would be less effective 
as militia, than if considered in the light of regu- 
lars, but still they would be of great use. If 
they could not be sent to Canada, they could be 
employed at home, and liberate all the regulars 
for that service. 

Mr. Porter keew that he offered to the Com- 
mittee an unconstitutional provision; but, as he 
had before stated, it was for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the sense of the House on the subject. 
His idea in raising a volunteer corps was to get a 
force for making an invasion of the British prov- 
inces; and he wanted to know whether these 
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volunteers would be a force that co 
used, or whether it was to be a mere militia 
force. 

The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
the Mississippi Territory would have the same 
effect with the one offered by himself. The 
Constitution, said Mr. P., speaks of two kinds of 
force—the Army and the Militia. The militia 
is considered the strength of the nation for de- 
fending and protecting the country. The militia, 
as was observed by the gentleman from the Mis- 
sissippi Territory, is the shicld of the nation—the 
Army, the sword. The militia may be called 
forth by Congress to suppress insurrection, eu- 
force the laws, and repel invasion, and for these 
purposes only. He did not agree with the gen- 
tleman, that the militia could in no case be em- 
ployed without the limits of the United States. 
He did not think their services were to be con- 
fined by geographical limits. If it beeame neces- 
sary for the Executive of the United States to 
call out the militia to repel invasion, he thought 
they might pursue the enemy beyond the limits, 
until the invaders were effectually dispersed. 

There is nothing, said Mr. P., to prevent an 
agreement being entered into between militiamen 
and the Government of the United States for the 
performance of military service; but then, after 
such agreement, they would no longer be militia- 
men—they become a part of the Army. He 
should vote against the amendment, as he be- 
lieved it to be unconstitutional ; and then against 
the bill, as ineffectual. 

Mr. Wincery hoped the bill would be so mod- 
ified as to be useful. When gentlemen talk about 
militia, they talk about something very different 
from the force provided for by this bill.” This isa 
bill for accepting a corps of volunteers not ex- 
ceeding 50,000 men, to be under the same regula- 
tions and restrictions, when in service, as regular 
troops, which he thought might be marched any- 
where. 

Mr. Porter again explained the difference be- 
tween regular soldiers and militia; and concluded 
with wishing the gentleman from the Mississippi 
Territory to withdraw his amendment, and he 
would move to strike out the three first sections 
of this bill with the view of inserting the four 
first sections of the bill originally reported. 

Mr. Pornpexter withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Porrer then made his motion accordingly. 

Mr. Jounson said, when militia officers shall 
raise a volunteer corps, they will not be considered 
in the service of the United States until called 
upon to march. And is it supposed that a volun- 
teer force, with an object before them, will not 
fight equal to any regular foree of the United 
States? Shall we put aside the officers proposed 
to be appointed by the respective States, and give 
to the President the power of appointing these 
officers? He was opposed to this course. “The 
militia was intended as the security of the States, 
and he would never consent to their being offi- 
cered by any other than the State authority ; for 
if one thousand men could be taken from Ken- 
tucky in this way, thirty thousand might be taken, 


uld be thus | and thus leave the State w 


ithout its natura! de- 
fence. These volunteers, called out under their 
State officers, would go to battle with the greatest 
alacrity ; and he was astonished to hear it said 
that it would not be an effective force, except offi- 
cered by the President—then, according to gen- 
tlemen, it would be all-sufficient. The President 
will have enough to do to appoint officers fur the 
regular force; but he was afraid this volunteer 
corps was to be scouted, that the men who would 
compose it may be got to enter the Army. Have 
we come to this, said Mr. J., that a freeman of 
the United States cannot engage to serve his coun- 
try in any way that he chooses? If so, we had 
better stop short and submit; thus verifying the 
prediction of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Quincy,) on a former occasion, that we could 
not be kicked into a war. 
The Committee rose and had leave to sit again. 


ee 


Sarurpay, January 11, 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed jo inquire into the expedien- 
cy of authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to locate the thirty-six sections of land heretofore 
granted to Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
Territory, on any land in said Territory to which 
the Indian title has been extinguished, and not 
otherwise appropriated ; and that they have leave 
to report. by bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. Lirrie moved the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the President be requested to cause 
be laid before this Housc, as far as may be practica- 
| ble, a list of the whole number of vessels and ships of 
the United States, captured, condemned, and detained, 
under the orders, and by the authority of the British 
Government, their valuc, including also that of their 
p since the ratification of the treaty of amity, 
commerce, and navigation, between His Britannic Ma- 
: and the United States of America, of one thou- 
District Courts of North Carolina, was read the 
third time, and passed. 
| VOLUNTEER CORPS, 
| The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


sand seven hundred and ninety-four; and, also, the 
lor Whole on the bill authorizing the President 


a a 


to 


amount of indemnification, if any have been made, 
during the same period, to the citizens of the United 
States on account of any of the aforesaid captures, con- 
demnations, or detentions. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Pirin called up for consideration two res- 
olutions, which he laid on the table on the 22d 
ultimo, calling upon the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for statements of the district tonnage of the 
United States within each State and ‘Territory, 
for every year, since the 4th of March, 1789; and 
the gross amount of customs within each State 
and Territory for the same period; which was 
agreed to. 

The bill for altering the time of holding the 
of the United States to accept and organize cer- 
‘tain volunteer military corps; when Mr. Porter 
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moved to strike cut the three first sections of the | amendment been submitted on a ground which 
biil last reported by the Committee of Foreign | went to renounce a great Constitutional power 
Relations, which provide for the appointment of of the General Government. He was, however, 
the officers, in the manner prescribed by law, in | entirely opposed to the. amendmeut. proposed by 
the several States and Territories, and insert, in | the gentleman from New York. The necessary 
lieu thereof, the four first sections of the bill first | force ought to be provided under its proper name. 
reported by the same committee, which gave au- | He was opposed toa regular army-in disguise, 
thority to the President to appoint the officers. and such he was obliged to consider that con- 
Mr. Poinpexrer hoped these sections would | tained in this amendment. He knew that no de- 
be struck out, in order to insert the sections ori- | ception was intended by the honorable mover, 
ginally reported, which give the power to the | but it would afford a dangerous example. With 
President of appointing the officers. The Con- | the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. SMILIE.) 
stitution gives to Congress the power of arming ‘he saw nothing in the state of the country, or the 
and disciplining the militia, and of calling them | views of the Government, to justify or excuse 
out for the purposesalready mentioned, but leaves | the establishment of a regular army of eighty- 
to the States the appointment of officers. It | five thousand men. If ever the liberties of the 
would, therefore, be improper to retain the sec- į country should be endangered by a military force, 
tions moved to be stricken out, as they would ; it would probably be by an army raised under 
‘make this corps militia, to all intents and pur- | some indirect pretence to cover its real character 
oses. | or design, such perhaps as the one now suggested. 
Mr. Smuts inquired if the House was ready to | The objection stated to the bill before the Com- 
ut into the hands of the President a regular | mittee, and which is said tó render the amend- 
force of eighty-five thousand men. You have ' ment expedient, is, that the force proposed to be 
already, said he, placed an army of thirty-five | raised by the bill is incompetent to the object to 
thousand at his disposal, provided they can be | be accomplished, because the General Govern- 
raised, and are you desirous of raising fifty thou- | ment has no power to send the militia out of the 
sand more? If het clauses in question are struck | limits of the United States; that they can only 
out, and those from the old bill inserted, these j be employed under that provision of the Consti- 
volunteers will be as much a regular force as ` tution which gives Congress power to call forth 
‘those under the laws already passed. He be- ! the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
lieved that the whole of this force might be safely | press insurrection, and repel invasion, and that 
intrusted in the hands of the present President of | this did not give Congress the power to use the 
the United States; but this will be setting a dan- | force proposed for the object contemplated. This 
_gerous precedent, which a man of more ambitious | is the statement of the objection, but it does ‘not 
views might abuse. disclose the extent of its paralyzing effects on 
Gentlemen will not deny, that if the volunteers | the powers of the General Government. What, 
be raised under the bill as it now stands, they ; then, is the real extent of the question before the 
may pass over the line by their own consent. Committee? You cannot, in any case, use the 
which will answer every purpose. He could not | militia in performing garrison duty. You can- 
agree that the officers in these corps should be | not call them forth, even in time of war, to pre- 
appointed by the President, as he certainly could į pare for an expected invasion, or send them to 
not be so well acquainted with the characters to | the frontier, to the West or the East, until the 
be thus employed as the Executives or the Legis- | enemy has entered your territory. An invasion 
latures of the respective States. He was glad, | isa hostile entry on your territory ; and, accord- 
however, that the question had come before the | ing to the construction suggested, nothing else 
House in this shape, as it would distinctly mark | but a hostile entry on your territory will author- 


ize you to call forth the militia. Nor can you, 
aud who were for relying altogether upon an | in case of actual invasion, employ them beyond 
army. i the boundary line of the United States—for 

Mr. Porter was sorry to see so much jealousy | though the gentleman from New York says the 
exhibited on the present occasion, for the ques- service of the militia is not to be bounded by 
tion was merely one of form, and not of substance. geographical limits, I cannot, said Mr. C., dis- 
We have all, said he, the same object in view; | cover the premises by which he comes to this 
we all wish to employ these volunteers in the Í conclusion, if the General Government has no 
support of the rights of our country. Because other power over the militia than ts given to It 
these men receive a commission from the Presi- jin this clause of the Constitution. If they may 
dent, will it change their character? Will they | cross the line, why not go to the walls of Que- 
at once become traitors to their country? Cer-:bec? The principle is trampled upon the instant 
tainly not; these volunteers will consist of men | they pass beyond the territorial limits of the Uni- 
who have as high a regard for the rights and lib- | ted States; nor, if.this be a correct construction, 
erties of their country as we have. While they j can the consent of the individual add anything 
are militia, they cannot be employed efficiently, | to the powers or the rights of the General Gov- 
and he wanted an efficient force or none. 7” l ernment while he remains a member of the mili- 

Mr. Cueves said he would not have risen had | tia of the State. It is the State which claims 
any other gentleman taken that view of the sub- 


who were in favor of relying upon the militia, i 


the right of a sovereign to retain the militia 
ject which he proposed to take; nor had not the | within the limits of the United States; and the 
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duty coextensive with the right of the State, can 
transfer no part of that allegiance or duty to the 
United States, which are a distinct sovereignty. 
The sovereign claims of the States are opposed 
to those of the United States, and the consent of 
the individual can neither increase nor diminish 
the rights of cither while he continues a member 
of the militia of tne State. Such is the effect 
of the construction proposed, that you could not 
march a militiaman from Connecticut to Mass- 
chusetts, with or without the consent of the indi- 
vidual, tosuppress insurrection, till it had actually 
taken place, or till your laws have been actually 
resisted, or till your territory has been actually 
invaded, or even send him to garrison a fortress 


powers, which are in the same degree less equiv- 
l ocal than those of other powers, as it exceeds 
those powers in its importance. Do you ask, 
then, said Mr. C., for the right of Congress to 
employ the militia in war? It is found among 
the attributes of the sovereign power which Con- 
gress has to make war. Do you ask for the lim- 
its to which this employment may extend ? They 
are cocxtensive with the objects of the war. 
Those who think the General Government has 
no right to send the militia out of the United 
States, probably found this opinion on the clause 
of the Constitution already mentioned, which 
gives Congress a right to call forth the militia for 


in time of war within the State of which he isa | the purposes of enforcing the laws of the Union, 
member, until there has been a hostile entry, nor | suppressing insurrection, and repelling invasion, 
even then perhaps. This cannot possibly be all jand apply to it that rule of construction which 
the power which Congress has over the militia} declares that the expression of one case tacitly 
of the Union. By such a construction of the| excludes all like cases. The argument, then, is 
Constitution you cut the best sinews of our na- | this: though Congress might have had a right to 
tional strength. use the militia for all the purposes of war, had not 

But, said Mr. C.. the power of the General | this clause been inserted in the Constitution ; yet, 
Government to use the militia in time of war is! as in it we see an express grant of a right to use 
not given by the clause of the Constitution which | the militia for a particular act of war, we neces- 
has been mentioned. It-is granted by a different | sarily infer that it was intended to grant no other 
clause of. the Constitution—that which authorizes | like power; that is to say, no power to employ 
Congress “to declare war.” ‘To discover the} them in any other act of war. The fallacy lies 
true extent of this power, it is necessary to jin-jin this: the cases are not like cases. The term 
quire into the nature of the Government of the: invasion, as used in the Constitution, is well un- 
United States, as it applies to the subject under i derstood not to refer to a state of publie and de- 
consideration. Is it a Federative ora National | elared war, such as Congress has the right to 
Government? a Government in which the States | declare and wage. Jt may be used to express a 
as States are represented and bound, or one in į circumstance or an incident of such a war. But, 
which the people are represented and bound? j| when it is used without such dependence, it 
For the purpose of making war, it is essentially į means, and it is so understood and used by writers 


a National Government, a Government of the 
people. The distinction between a Government 
of the people, and a Federative Government, 
will be best seen by a comparison of the present 
Government of the United States with that of 
the old Confederation. The last, unlike the for- 
mer, Was not in itself a sovereignty. It repre- 
sented the sovereignty of the States as that of so 
many individual sovereignties. It could make 
no law immediately binding on the persons or 
the property of the citizens of the several States. 
The troops of the Confederacy were raised under 
acts of the Legislatures of the several States; 
the other supplies of the war were granted in 
the sime manner. 
ernment, the laws of Congress act immediately | 
on the persons and property of all the citizens of 
all the States. This, then, is a definition of a 

National Government, or a Government of the: 
people. It acts immediately on the person and} 
property of the citizen, and such, as to the power 

of declaring and making war, is the nature of the 

Government of the United States. 

The Government of the Union, then, possesses | 
the power, and this power, too, is exclusive, of 
declaring and making war; and, for the purposes 
of declaring and making war. is a National Gov- 
ernment, But the power of declarisg and mak- 
Ing war is a great sovereign power, whose limits 


| 


on public and national law, a hostile entry into 
the territory of a sovercign Power, not growing 
out of a public and declared war. For example, 
if the Governor of either of the two Canadas 
were to make an inroad into the territory of the 
United States, this would be an invasion within 
the. meaning of this clause of the Constitution. 
It would be an act of war, but would not neces- 
sarily involve the peace of the United States with 
Great Britain. Every act of war will not de- 
stroy the peaceful relations of Governments. 
Great Britain and France, for years past, have 
committed upon us acts of hostility, but they are 
still considered, politically, as at peace with us. 


But, under the present Gov- ! The attack on the Chesapeake wasan act of war, 


but, to use the appropriate terms, it was an act of 
war de facto, not de jure. So, frequently, is also 
an- invasion. The sovereign invaded may con- 
sider it as as destroying the peace which had pre- 
viously subsisted between him and the aggressor, 
or not, as he pleases. These invasions are gener- 
ally sudden and unexpected, and it was no doubt 
to repel such. that the power contained in this 
clause of the Constitution was given. 

We thus discover, said Mr. C., the objects ot 
the Constitution. It had given the power of call- 
ing forth and using the militia for the purposes 
of war generally, under the power to declare and 
make war; but the Government, under this grant 
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of power, is only authorized to use them in the 
case expressed—a public and declared war. It 
was, therefore, deemed necessary or expedient to 
grant to the Government of the Union a power 
to require the services of the militia in certain 
other cases, and therefore was inserted the clause 
giving power to Congress to call forth the mili- 
tia, to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrection, and repel invasion. Here, aceord- 
ingly, we sec invasion coupled with cases which 
have no possible connexion with foreign or na- 


‘tional war. This clause, then, is not a restrain- 


ing clause, but one giving further and other pow- 
ers than those contained in the general power to 
declare and make war. Without this power the 
Government of the Union would have no right 
to call forth the militia of the United States to 
repel an invasion immediately on the emergency, 
before war could be declared ; which, should Con- 
gress not happen to be in session, would require 
a previous call of that body, and a consequent 
dangerous delay. But, it is said, that if the Gen- 
eral Government have a right to send the mili- 
iia whithersoever the objects of a war may 
lead them, it will diminish the rights of the 
States, and oppress the citizens of the country. 
The first of these evils must be unfounded in 
fact, for it is to substitute the peculiar force of 
the States for a regular standing army of the 
United States; which must, consequently, in- 
crease their security, and extend, not diminish, 
their power. The other of these evils is the 
consequence of a power which must rest some- 
where in every Government, and which is htele, 
if at all, to be feared in a free one. The volun- 
teer militia, then, proposed by the bill, can be 
used in the contemplated war for the object in- 
tended ; they can be sent out of the United States, 
and, therefore, the amendment is unnecessary. 
Mr. Č. had other objections to the proposed 
amendment, lt provides that the officers shall 
be appointed by the President, and under them 
the volunteers must cease to be militia. But they 
are not to be called into service but on a contin- 
gency, and are, in the meantime, to continue in 
the mass of the citizens, where they will be 
bound to do militia duty; yet this law proposes 
to exempt them from it. They are precisely like 
the exceptionable corps of 1798, which were then 
loudly proclaimed to be unconstitutional; nor 
was this said only in the fervor of debate, and 
under the influence of party feelings. But the 
same opinion has been declared by a grave and 
learned judge, in the recess of his closet, as the 
result of unimpassioned deliberation. In a treat- 
ise on the Constitution of the United States, by 
Judge Tucker, contained in his edition of Black- 
atone’s commentaries, written with learning and 
ability, he has declared the act of 98 to be uncon- 
stitutional. [Here Mr. C. read an extract from 
Tucker's Blackstone, in which the writer de- 
clares, that as these corps were to be officered by 
the President, but not called into service, “ it 
' seems impossible to consider them in any other 
` light than as a part of the militia of the States, 
‘separated by an unconstitutional act of Con- 
12th Con. 1st Sess.—24 


Corps. 


‘gress from the rest of the militia, for the pur- 
' pose of giving to the President powers which 
* the Constitution expressly denied, and an influ- 
‘ence the most dangerous that can be conceived 
‘to the peace, liberty, and happiness of the Uni- 
‘ted States.” } 

But, putting the Constitutional question as to 
mere actual power out of view, the spirit of the 
Constitution, in this case perhaps of no less im- 
portance, would be essentially violated. The 
amendment proposed a force which would be, in 
everything but name, a regular force. Such 
armies, in any shape, were not congenial to a free 
Government, but this was the most dangerous 
possible shape in which an army could be estab- 
lished. When you raise a regular army, do it by 
that name, and the danger of it will be greatly 
diminished by that reasonable and salutary jeal- | 
ousy, which it will never fail to excite; but give 
it this equivocal form, and you lull to sleep this 
best guardian of our Constitutional liberties. 

But, if there be any gentleman, who, feeling ° 
the force of these objections, is yet desirous of 
relieving the Chief Magistrate from the embar- 
rassment of any doubt that may exist of the power 
of the General Government to use the militia out 
of the limits of the United States. Mr. C. would 
say to him, that he believed the Chief Magistrate 
had no difficulty on the subject. Mr. CG. had 
been informed that he had no doubt of the power 
of the General Government to march the militia 
withuut the limits of the United States. But, 
whatever may be his opinion, it is not for this 
House, by a legislative act, to declare his Consti- 
tutional duties, He must. and ought to be left to 
act under that high responsibility which is at- 
tached to his office. No man in the United 
States understood the Constitution better, and 
those who thought as highly of him as Mr. C, 
did, would be assured he would discharge his duty 
in this particular with firmness and with judg- 
ment. Should it be determined that this force 
cannot be sent out of the United States, we may 
not be able so soon to conquer Canada, but we 
shall save the Constitution. p 

Mr. C. said, it appeared to him very doubtful 
whether it would be good policy to take posses- 
sion of the open country of Canada, with militia 
or volunteers, if we could not proceed imme- 
diately afterwards with a regular force to the 
attack of Quebec ; or, at least, substitute the mili- 
tia, with a competent number of regulars to keep 
possession of the country. It would neither be 
safe nor economical to perform this service with 
militia. It would require a great increase of 
numbers, and, however brave, they would be un- 
fit for the discharge of camp duty; they would ` 
be peculiarly ex posed in their quarters to surprise 
and attack, by the active, rapid, and persevering 
enterprise of regular, disciplined, and veteran 
troops; more would fall by the diseases of the 
camp than by the sword, and in every one would 
be lost some valuable member of a family. Be- 
fore you enter Canada, said Mr. C., you ought to 
have such a number of regular troops as will en- 
able you to keep possession of the open country. 
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These you must increase till they are sufficiently 
numerous to enable you to sit down before Que- 
bec. Until you take Quebec, you are not securely 
in possession of a foot of the country. Of what 
advantage would be a precarious possession of the 
open country? You do not go to plunder it, but 
to adopt the inhabitants as brethren and fellow- 
citizens. The injury done to the enemy will not 
be equivalent to the expense you will incur. For 
his part, Mr. C. said, while he thought the right 
of the General Government to use the militia for 
the general purposes of war vitally important to 
the Union, he never wished to see them used in 
offensive war, except in unexpected emergencies; 
and then, if possible, in aid of regular troops. 
Mr. Wricut.—Mr. Chairman, I will subjoin a 
few remarks to those so well made by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina (Mr. Cueves.) Sir, 
by the Constitution, section three, “the President 
shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe- 
cuted.” By the second section, “the President 
shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 


Navy of the United States, and of the militia of | only.” 


the several States, when called into the actual 
service of the United States.” Thus we sce that 
the President is, in the same section, made Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and militia. The 
section which has just been urged by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, authorizes Congress 
“to provide for calling forth the militia to exe- 
‘eute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrec- 
tions, and repel invasions.” Sir, when the Con- 
vention gave the President the power of com- 


manding the Army aud Navy, and the militia of | armies. 


the United States, they intended him so to com- 
mand them, as in the best manner to execute the 
laws of the United States, to suppress insurrec- 
tions, and repel invasions, and submitted to his 
discretion the manner in which this can be best 
effected. Sir, there is another section by which 
Congress have a power “to declare war.” This 


declaration sir, is, by an act of Congress, a law of 


the United States, which the President is sol- 
emnly bound to execute. How, sir, I will ask, is 
this law to be executed? War is the applying 
the force of the nation to the annoyance of their 
enemy. It has been well defined—‘an experi- 
ment which can do the other the most harm.” 
It is well known that the force contemplated was 
declared publicly to be “ for the invasion of Can- 
ada.” There, then, can be no doubt with the 
President as to the object of the force, and the 
legislative authority of Congress to raise the 
force and direct its application. The question is, 
how shail this volunteer corps be commissioned ? 
It would be violative of the Constitution to au- 
thorize the President to commission the officers. 
This patronage was thought dangerous, and was 
consequently vested in the State governments. 
I therefore, for myself, fecl no difficulty in voting 
for this volunteer bill, which contemplates the 
appointment of its officers by the State govern- 
ments; nor can I feel a doubt that the force 
raised by this bill for the express purpose of the 
invasion of Canada, will not be applied to that 
object. I have the utmost confidence in the 


will be faithfully executed. Sir, I presume that 
there can be no doubt that any citizen can bind 
himself as a regular for five years, and if so, can 
there be a doubt that he can bind himself asa 
volunteer fur one year. My logic has taught me 
that every greater power includes every lesser, 
and that to become a volunteer for one year is as 
positive a right as to become a regular for five 
years. 

Mr. Troup said, it was evidently an object 
with the Convention who formed the Constitu- 
tion to repress, as much as possible, in the new 
Government, the power of making conquests. 
History had informed them that conquests had 
always been injurious to every country which had 
engaged in making them; they, therefore, by 
their provisions, endeavored to repress this spirit. 
They say, in so many words, “If you will in- 
dulge in this spirit of conquest, which has been 
the bane of every nation which has indulged in it, 

ou shall carry it on by an army, and an army 
And why? Because an army could only 
be raised by putting the country to great expense, 
and this was the limitation which the Convention 
thought proper to put to the spirit of conquest. 
A large army, maintained for this purpose, would 
be viewed with jealousy by the people of the 
United States; and of this the members of the 
Convention were well aware. There was, on 
the face of the Constitution, Mr. T. said, an ob- 
vious distinction made between the Army and 
militia. Power is given to Congress to raise 
Fur what purposes? Tor all military 

purposes. Congress shall have power to call out 
the militia. For what purposes? To suppress 
insurrections, execute the laws, and repel inva- 
sions. If it had been the design of the Conven- 
i tion to have given Congress the same power over 
the militia as over the Army, would they not 
have said so in express terms? But there was 
another good reason for withholding this power 
from Congress. ‘The States relied upon the mili- 
tia for their protection against any attempt at 
usurpation by the General Government. If gen- 
tlemen will turn to one of the amendments of the 
Constitution, they will find it declared, “that a 
well regulated militia is necessary to the security 
of a free State.” 

But there is another wide distinction between 
the Army and militia, from the different char- 
acters of the persons who compose the two bod- 
ies. Whatare the militia? They are yeomanry; 
citizens of the country, called from their homes 
and their families, in cases of emergency, for the 

| defence of their country. Would it be reasona- 

ble to vest the power in Congress to carry these 
men from their homes and their families, for for- 
eign invasion or foreign conquest? It could not 
‘have been the intention of the Convention that 
these men might be shipped off against Jamaica 
or Vera Cruz—for if, by any construction of the 
Constitution, the militia cau be sent one foot be- 
yond the limits of the United States, they might 
be sent to Chili or Paraguay. 

If, then, the militia cannot be sent out of the 
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country, and these volunteers arc militia, neither 
can they beso disposed of. But are they militia? 
He did not know how they could be distinguished 
from them. They now form a part of the mili- 
tia, under the officers of the respective States, 
and they are so to remain. They are, therefore, 
voluntecr militia, and nothing else. 

But gentlemen say, these volunteers can be 
marched out of the country by their own con- 
sent. Will consent make any difference? Will 
it make an act of Government Constitutional 
which, without it, would be unconstitutional 2 
The Government of the United States and these 
volunteers are not the only parties concerned. 
The people of the United States were the makers 
of the Constitution, and not these individuals and 
the General Government; and the respective 
States cannot surrender their militia, which they 
have a right to hold for their own security. 

But the gentleman from the State of Maryland 
(Mr. Wricar) says, that the militia may be 
called out by the General Government to execute 
the laws; that the President may be authorized 
to take possession of Canada by law, and that the 
militia may be called upon to execute this law. 
This, he considered as an unfounded construc- 
tion of the Constitutional provision. It was 
surely never meant that the militia should be 
called upon to execute the laws without the 
Union, but within it. The law alluded to by the 
gentleman would be a declaration of war, and 
not a law of the Union, for the execution of 
which the President has power given to him to 
call out the militia. 

If the militia can he called out to repel inva- 
sion, they can be called ont to the seaboard or 
garrisons, for the purpose of repelling invasion, 
whenever well-founded apprehensions are enter- 
tained of such an event; and if they go beyond 
the territory, it would be no less an act of repel- 
ling invasion than was the first onset. 

If, said Mr. T., these volunteers are to be or- 
ganized as regular troops, not for five years, like 
the other regulars, but for one year, then what- 
ever men enter the service of the country, will go 
into this corps; and the army provided by law 
to be raised, would not be enlisted. 

Mr. T. was willing to authorize the President 
to accept of the service of fifty thousand volun- 
teers for the defence of the country, under the 
bill as it now stauds, which would leave the Gov- 
ernment at liberty to send the regular troops 
abroad, if they found it necessary to do so. 


| or not the force contemplated by this bill will 


be hereafter employed as emergencies may re- 
quire. It is my duty in all cases to pursue the ` 
Constitution of the United States; and, relative 
to commissions, it will be seen that the President 
is authorized to commission officers of the United 
States, whose appointments are not thereby oth- 
erwise provided for, and which shall -be estab- 
lished by law. By the Constitution, is reserved 
to the States, respectively, the appointment of the 
officers of the militia, employed in the service of 
ithe United States, and not only to commission 
the officers of such militia, but also to fill up va- 
cancies which may be among the militia when 
in actual service. 

It may then be proper to omit, at the present 
moment, the future direction of the force con- 
templated, and go on with the bill as soon as pos- 
sible. Every gentleman knows that Congress 
have power to provide for calling forth the mili- 
tia to execute the laws of the Union, to suppress 
insurrections, and to repel invasions; and it may 
also be known, that the States have to themselves 
respectively reserved the power to commision the 
officers of militia so called out. The Constitu- 
tion admits only two species of forces—a regular 
force and a militia. The President is erapow- 
ered to commission, with consent of the Senate, 
all officers of regular forces; but to the States is 
reserved exclusively the right to commission 
officers of the militia. In this case, then, itis my. 
duty to vote in pursuance of the Constitution, so 
that so far as that will go, the sovereignty of the 
respective States shall not be infringed nor im- 
paired. i 

Mr. Fisx could not consent to raise any mili- 
tary force without having in view the object for 
its employment. It wasan objection to the laws 
of 1798, for this purpose, that they had no defi- 
nite object. We must always have an object in 
view when we propose to raise a military force, 
or our conduct would be absurd. We ali know 
the object at present, and the inquiry is, whether 

be 
effectual? He believed it would not. o’ 

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Troup) 
had taken a Constitutional view of this subject, 
to which he had nothing to add. With respect 
to the danger which some gentlemen appeared to 
apprehend from placing these volunteers under 
the President, it was certainly imaginary only ; 

i for the President has the power of calling out the 
| whole of the militia, of which he is commander. 
Where, then, is the difference? But, if the bill 


Mr. Ruzs.—Mr, Chairman, it is my sincere | remained as at present, there would be great dif- 
wish that we could get on with this bill in some | ficulty in filling up vacant offices. By the laws 
mode. The only question arising on this subject | of several of the States, the platoon officers are 
and giving cause to this debate is, by whom shall ! elected by the soldiers; and if any of these officers 
the forces, contemplated to be raised by this bill, | fall in Canada, how are their places to be sup- 
be commissioned? Whether by the respective | plied? In the bill, as proposed to be amended, 
States, or by the President of the United States? | there would be no difficulty on this score. 

In making up my opinion on this subject, I will | It was an easy matter to discriminate between 
not take into view to what object the contem- į volunteers and militia. Itis the character of a 
plated force may be directed. Let that be a sub- | militiaman to remain at home, under his officers, 
ject of future consideration. There appears no ; except called upon for some particular service ; 
necessity to consider that question now. Let the | but a volunteer, of his own choice, throws off the 
force be put in the power of the President, and | character of a militiaman, and assumes that of a 


743 
H. oF R. 


HISTORY OF 


Volunteer Corps.. 


CONGRESS. 


T44 


January, 1812. 


volunteer, to serve under officers to be appointed | 
by the President, and to mareh wherever he is! 
commanded. 
clear of Constitutional objections. As to taking 
away the defence of the States, the States are 
not privileged to any particular number of mili- 
tia; many of our regulars are always enlisted ; 
from militiamen. It was not likely that so many 
of the militia of any State would volunteer their 
services as to leave tbe State destitute of suffi- | 


cient for its own defence. | 
Mr. Cray (the Speaker) observed, that he had j 
stated to the Committee of the Whole, on a for- 
mer occasion, that he was in favor of an exertion 
of the national energies in every form, in prose- | 
cution of the war in which we are about to en- 
gage. He was consequently in favor of author- 
izing the President to accept of the service of a 
volunteer corps. The difference of opinion on 
this subject arises from the structure of this force, 
or rather as to the manner of commissioning its 
officers. 

Mr. C. acknowledged he had not fully investi- 
gated the subject; but his present impressions 
were, that, in cases of emergency, the nation isat 
liberty to use the best security of the people, 
whether in the form of ordinary militia or volun- 
teers, in any manner that may appear hest calcu- 
lated to preserve the public interest. He did not 
think full justice had been done to the able view 
taken of this subject by his intelligent friend 
from South Carolina (Mr. Caeves.) The power 
of declaring war, of making war, would seem to 
carry with it all the attributes of making war. | 

The gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Trovr,) to 
whom he always listened with pleasure, objected 
to the power contended for, because it might pos- 
sibly be abused by sending the militia toa metanit) 
foreigu country. What the Government had the | 
power to do, and what might be deemed expe- | 
dient, were very different. 

What is the argument? The militia cannot 
be sent out of the United States, because there is 
no power given in the Constitution of the Gen- 
eral Government for this purpose. Will gentle- 
men give a satisfactory answer to this question ? 
The Constitution declares Congress shall have 
power to raise armies and navies; but there is no 
power given to the Government to send them 
beyond the jurisdiction of the United States; 
yet no one will say that it was the intention of 
the framers of the Constitution to restrict the 
Government in the use of the Army and Navy. 
Whence, then, is the power derived but from the 
general power of making war, and, of course, 
effective war? And, if the general power of 
making war gives to Government the right of 
using the Army and Navy without the limits of 
the United States, why may not the same geri 
eral power give the same authority with respect 
to the militia? He desired those gentlemen who 
contend that the militia cannot be sent out of the | 
United States, to answer this question. { 

But gentlemen say, that the Government has 
not power tosend the militia out of the United 


States, because the Constitution defines the pur- 


poses for which alone they shall be used, viz: “to 


This would be certain ground. | rections, and repel invasions.” 


execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur- 


Mr. C. said he would call the attention of the 
Committee to two clauses in the Constitution 
already noticed, but not for the same purpose. 
Congress is “to provide for organizing, arming, 
and disciplining the militia, and for governing 
such part of them as may be employed in the 
service of the United States.” What service ? 
For repelling invasion? Does not “ the service 
of the United States” mean any service to which 
that particular force is applicable? If not, the 
language would have been, “as may be employed 
in executing the laws of the Union, suppressing 
insurrections, and repelling invasions.” 

Again, the Constitution says: “ The President 
shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the militia of 
the several States, when called into the actual 
service of the United ‘States? What service? 
The service is spoken of generally, and means, 
no doubt, any service to which physical force is 
applicable. If intended only to apply to the 
three cases above specified, why were they not 
enumerated. instead of speaking of the service 
generally ? 

In one of the amendments to the Constitution 
it is declared, “That a well-regulated militia is 
necessary to the security of a free State.” But 
if you limit the use of the militia to executing 
the laws, suppressing insurrections, and repelling 
invasions; if you deny the use of the militia to 
make war. can you say that they are “the secu- 
rity ofa State?” He thought not. 

Gentlemen ask, will you carry the militia out 
of the United States, for the purpose of making 
foreign conquest? That is not the purpose for 
which this volunteer force is wanted. They are 
wanted in a war of defence. In making the war 
effective, conquest may become necessary; but 
this does not. change the character of the war; 
there may be. no other way of operating upon 
our enemy but by taking possession of her prov- 
inces, which adjoin us. 

The single difference between the two bills is, 
who shall have the power of making the officers. 
The proposition for vesting the power of ap- 
pointing the officers in the President, considering 
the volunteers as militia, is unconstitutional. as 
the power is vested in the several States, But 
gentlemen say, call the force what you will; call 
it a militia force, or a regular force; let the of- 
cers be appointed by the respective States or the 
President, it matters but little. No man, Mr. ©. 
said, had a higher opinion of the exalted virtues 
and eminent patriotism of the President than 
he had. But we ought to be cautious in setting 
precedents; bad precedents are always imposed 
in good times. Though the power might vot be 
abused at present, it might hereafter be made use 
of for the worst purposes. He should have no 
fear from placing one hundred thousand men 
under the present Executive of the United States; 
but, as our Constitution declares that “a well- 
regulated militia is the best security of a free 
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pointment of the officers of these volunteers in 
the States respectively. 

The difficulty which the gentleman from Ver- 
mont had suggested, as to the appointment of 
officers to fill the places of such as may become 
vacant, might be provided for by an amendment. 

Mr. Prrxin said, that he rose to express his 
astonishment at some of the doctrines which have 
just been advanced on this floor, and particularly 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Cueves ;) doctrines, to him, not less strange than 
novel. That he could not but feel alarmed when 
he heard it declared that the President of the 
United States, under the sanction of a law of 
Congress, has the power to send the militia of 
the several States beyond the limits of the Uni- 
ted States for the purposes of offensive war; and 
that alarm was increased when the same gentle- 
man had not only said, that this was his own 
opinion, but had also declared to the House, that 
he understood that this was the opinion of the 
President of the United States. Had the gentle- 
man reflected for a moment, it is presumed he 
never would have mentioned in debate, that such 
was the opinion of the President, on this or any 
other subject before the House, as, according to 
the known rules of order, we are not to be in- 
formed of the opinions or wishes of the President 
of the United States, except by his official com- 
munications. 

But, sir, whatever may be the opinion of the 
President, or any other person, on this subject, I 
cannot refrain from expressing my most unquali- 
fied dissent from such a construction of the Con- 
stitution. T'he power of the General Govern- 
ment over the militia of the several States is 
clearly and precisely defined in the Constitution 
itself. Thus: Section 8—*Congress shall have 
power to provide for calling forth the militia, to 
execute the laws of the Union, to suppress insur- 
rections, and to repel invasions.” 

The Convention had many difficulties to en- 
counter in the formation of the Constitution. 
Thirteen distinct and independent States, or sov- 
ereignties, by their delegates, had met for the 
purpose of forming a more perfect Union, and of 
giving up a part of their State rights, and a por- 
tion of their sovereignty, to the General Govern- 
ment. It cannot, fora moment, be supposed, that 
when they were granting to this General Gov- 
ernment extensive and important powers, they 
should be inattentive as to the extent of the 
power with which they should invest the Gov- 
eroment over their militia. They would leave 
nothing for construction on the subject. They, 
therefore, agreed, that in three cases, and in three 
cases only, Congress should have any power or 
control over the militia of the States: 

- Ist. To execute the laws of the Union. 

2d. To suppress insurrections. 

3d. To repel invasions. 

The reasons for vesting the United States with 
power over the militia, to this extent, were ob- 
vious. It was important that the General Gov- 
ernment should have the power of executing 


this is an essential requisite in 


enemy. 
equally authorized to call upon the militia for 
assistance. : 

The people of the several States have thus, 
sir, clearly defined the objects and purposes for 
which we can call forth the militia: and lest, by 
implication, Congress might, at some time, en- 
croach upon the rights of the people or of the 
States, it is provided by an amendment to the 
Constitution, as follows: “The powers not dele- 
gated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 
the States respectively, or to the people.” 

It will be observed, that Congress have power 
“to provide for calling forth the militia,’ &¢. 
In pursuance of this authority, acts were passed 
in 1792 and 1795. The title of the last act is in 
the very words of the Constitution: “An act to 
provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions.” 

By this act provision is made, “ that whenever 
t the United States shall be invaded, or be in im- 
‘minent danger of invasion, from any foreign 
‘ nation or Indian tribe, it shall be lawful for the 
‘President of the United States to call forth 
€ such number of the militia of the State or States 
t most convenient to the place of danger, or scene 
‘ of action, as he may judge necessary, to repel 
such invasion, and to issue his orders,” &c. 

By the same act, the President is also author- 
ized to call forth the militia, to suppress insurrec- 
tions, and to execute the laws of the Union. 

Neither the framers of the Constitution, nor 
the statesmen who passed this law, have ever en- 
tertained the idea that Congress had the power 
to employ the militia of the States in foreign 
conquest; that no such power was ever granted 
to the United States, I have been taught to be- 
lieve ever since I have had any knowledge of the 
Constitution or its principles; and certain I am, 
that snch an idea has never, until this day, been 
advanced on this floor. 

But, Mr. Chairman, itis said by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, if I rightly understood him, 
that this provision of the Constitution refers sole- 
ly to a state of peace; that a new state of things 
arises from the moment that Congress declares 
war; that, after a declaration of war, which is 
one of the highest acts of national sovereignty, it 


747 HISTORY OF 


CONGRESS. 748 


H. or R. 


Volunteer Corps. 


JANUARY, 1812, 


follows that the United States have the power to 
dispose of the persons and property of the whole 
country for the purpose of carrying on that war; 
and that, if it should be an offensive war, they 
have power to march the militia out of the limits 
of the United States for the purpose of foreign 
conquest. The arguments of the gentleman are 
ingenious, but destitute of any solid foundation. 
Congress, it is true, have the power to declare 
war; but where, let me ask, is that part of the 
Constitution which says that the power of Con- 
gress over the militia, is greater or more cxtensive 
in time of war than in time of peace? It can- 
not be pretended that there is express provision 
to this cffect. It can arise, then, only by impli- 
cation. It is a new and strange mode of con- 
struing this instrument to say, thal where special 
and limited powers are given ou any subject, that 
these powers may be extended or enlarged, merely 
by the exercise of other powers given by the 
same instrument. I cannot, sir, for a moment, 
admit the position, that, in consequence of a dec- 
laration of war, Congress have the power of dis- 
posing of the persons and property of the coun- 
try to the extent contended for. 'Fo enable the 
United States to carry on a war, Congress are 
authorized “to raise and support armies;” “to 
provide and maintain a Navy.” These are the 
instruments by which the United States are ena- 
bled to carry on a war, either offensive or defen- 
sive. And when the territory of the United 
States shall be invaded by a foreign nation, in 
addition to these, the militia can be called upon 
to take a part in this defensive war, to repel such 
invasion. The power, sir, which the States have 
retained over their militia is the surest, nay the 
only effectual, safeguard of their rights, against 
the encroachments of the General Government. 
If Congress, in consequence of a mere declara- 
tion of war, have the power to order the militia 
of the States out of the limits of the United 
States for the purpose of foreign conquests, the 
State governments may not only be weakened, 
but they may be annihilated.» If they can be 
ordered to Canada, they can be ordered to Ja- 
maica, to the East Indies, to China, to Japan. 
And in this way a State may at once be deprived 
of all its effective force. But, sir, let us attend to 
the consequences of this new construction given 
to the Constitution in another point of view. So 
jealous were the framers of the Constitution of 
the power conferred upon Congress to raise and 
support armies, that they thought it necessary to 
place a check upon the exercise of this power, by 
providing “that no appropriation of money to 
that use should be fora longer term than two 
years.” 

If the doctrine now contended for is to prevail, 
what check is there against the appropriation of 
money to support the militia in service for as 
long a time as Congress may think proper? It 
is only to declare war; it is only for us to create 
the necessity for calling forth the militia, and 
then, sir, we may call them forth to effect the 
objects of that war, whatever they may be, for as 


may also appropriate money for their support, for 
as long a term as we think proper. And here, 
sir, permit me to call the attention of the House 
to this important distinction between the pur- 
poses for calling forth the militia, provided in the 
Constitution, and that which, by this new con- 
struction, we are called upon to make. By the 
Constitution we are not empowered to call them 
forth in consequence of any act of our own, but 
in consequence of the acts of others. When the 
laws of the Union are violated; when domestic 
enemics are arrayed against the General Govern- 
ment, and when the territory of the United States 
is invaded by a foreign nation, we then call the 
militia to our aid. 

But, sir, the Constitution says to us, when you 
yourselves, by your own acts, by a declaration of 
war, or in any way, undertake to create the pur- 
pose or necessity for calling them forth, you shall 
not have the power to do it; or, in other words, 
you shall not have the power to employ the mili- 
tia in foreign conquests. Sir, the King of Great 
Britain, with whom rests the power of peace and 
war, cannot send the militia out of the kingdom. 
A gentleman from Maryland (Mr. WRIGHT) says 
that he is restrained by an act of Parliament, 
Agreed, sir; he is restrained from doing it by a 
superior power, by the power of the Parliament, 
which, in this respect, is superior to his, In this 
country, sir, the Constitution, which is the act of 
a people, restrains us from doing the same 
thing. 

I ask, sir, to address you, merely for the pur- 
pose of entering my protest against the principles 
and doctrines this day advanced by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina; a gentleman whose 
talents I respect, and whose opinions are entitled 
to no small share of weight in this House and 
elsewhere. The remarks I have made flowed 
from the impulse of the moment, and were made 
without premeditation and without method, and 
I have been led, from the nature of the subject, 
to proceed further than I had intended. 

When we are, as many gentlemen have often 
said, during the present session, on the eve of a 
war, the avowed object of which is to take pos- 
session of Canada, I could not but feel alarmed, 
that such sentiments were entertained, not only 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, but, as 
he informs us, by the President of the United 
States, to whom the Constitution has commitied 
the power of carrying on the war. Indeed, sir, 
my mind recoils at the idea, that my constituents, 
living, as they do, along an extensive seacoast, 
with their towns and villages exposed to the rav- 
ages of the first invader, might soon be liable to 
be called upon to leave their families and their 
firesides, and to risk their lives under the walls of 
Quebec. [could not, sir, refrain from expressing 
my opinion, that, by the Constitution, they could 
not thus be compelled, to march into a foreign 
country without their consent. But, sir, what- 
ever acts we may pass on this subject, we cannot 
alter the Constitution; the people of the United 
States will judge whether they are in conformity 


long a time as we may judge necessary; and we | with the powers which are delegated to us or not; 
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and a collision. may ensue, which would be fatal! Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
to the best interests of this country. - | Lands be directed to inquire into the expediency 

A motion was made that the Committee rise | of vesting in the Legislature of the Indiana Ter- 
and have leave to sit again. Lost—52 to 39, ritory, such portion of the township of land lying 

Mr. Newson rose, and made some prefatory | in the District of Vincennes, which was located 
remarks, and proceeded to give his reasons in | by the Secretary of the Treasury for the use of a 
favor of the bill before the Committee, and also | Seminary of Learning, as may be considered suf- 
against any constructions of the Constitution by | ficient for the establishment of a Seat of Justice, 
implication—when, a motion being again made | in a contemplated new county, in the said Terri- 
for the Committee to rise, it was carried, and the | tory, by a division of the county of Knox. ` 


House adjourned. VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


Mr. Lirrce called up his resolution respecting 
captures made by Great Britain of American vese 
sels and property ; but an amendment being mov- 
edtoadd “andany other Government,” some de- 


Monpay, January 13. 


Mr. Mixnor presented a petition of John Bio- 
ren, W. J. Duane, and R. C. Weightman, pray - 
ing the patronage and aid of Congress, in printing | bate ensued, which was interrupted by 
anew and complete edition of the laws of the; Mr. Porter, who said, though the information 
United States.—Referred to a select committee. | which this resolution called for was desirable, he 

Mr. Mitnor, Mr. Cneves, and Mr. Grunpy, | thought a discussion upon it ought not to prevent 
were appointed the committee. a progress with more important public business. 

The Speaxer laid before the House a letter | He hoped, therefore, the resolution would be suf- 
covering a protest by James Dill and Peter Jones, | fered to lie upon the table for the present, and 
two of the members of the House of Represen- | that the House would take up the bill authorizing 
tatives of the Indiana Territory, against the me- | the President to accept of a volunteer corps. 
morial of that body praying Congress to admit The motion was carried, and the House accord- 
the said Territory into the Union as a State, on | ingly resolved itself into a Committee of the 
an equal footing with the original States.— Refer- | Whole on said bill. 
red to the committee to whom the said memorial | Mr. Nevson rose and observed that he had 
has been referred. caught so violent a cold since Saturday, that he 

The Speaker also laid before the House a let- | feared he should not be able to make himself 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- | heard ; and then proceeded for a few minutes with 
ting a statement of public moneys now deposited | his remarks, but his hoarseness was so great that 
in banks, and in what banks deposited, and show- | he was unable to proceed. 
ing the greatest amount in each bank, at any pe-| Mr. Mixwor said, that an opinion had been ad- 
riod, since the fourth of March last; and, also, the | vanced and maintained in the debate upon this 
amount deposited in each bank, on the thirtieth | bill on Saturday last, by an honorable gentleman 
of September last—Ordered to lie on the table. | from South Carolina, (Mr. Cueves,).of so novel 

Mr. Wituiams, from the Committee on the Mil- | and extraordinary a nature, that he felt it his duty 
itary Establishment, to whom was referred the | to oppose it; that he entered upon this duty reluc- 
bill from the Senate, “ for the establishment of a | tantly and unexpectedly, having hoped that dur- 
quartermaster’s department,” reported the same | ing the remarks of the honorable gentleman from 
with amendments; which were read, and, together | Virginia, (Mr. NeLson,) he would have been ena- 
with the bill, committed to a Committee of the | bled further to arrange his ideas, or (what was to 
Whole to-morrow. him still more desirable) have been prevented, by 

On motion of Mr. SEYBERT, the lucid exposition of that gentleman, whose 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be di- | views on this subject Mr. M. understood to be 
rected to lay before this House a list of the names | congenial with his own, from at all troubling the 
of persons who have invented any new or useful | Committee. The indisposition which prevented 
art, machine, manufacture, or composition of mat- j Mr. Neuson from proceeding, and which was 
ter, or any improvement thereon, and to whom | much to be regretied, rendered it necessary that 
patents have issued for the same from that of- |some other member should take his place upon 
fice, subsequent to the twenty-eighth day of De- | the floor; which Mr. M. said he had ventured to 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and ten, with | do, although unprepared, and laboring under the 
the dates and general objects of such patents; and | disadvantage of having been unavoidably pre- 
also that the Secretary of State be directed to lay | vented from hearing a part of the argument of the 
an annual report before this House, embracing the | gentleman from South Carolina. The opinion 
above objects. advanced by that gentleman was, that the Presi- 

On motion of Mr. PITKIN, a committee was ap- | dent of the United States had a right to order the 
pointed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what | militia of the United States beyond the limits of 
alterations are necessary to be made in the act or | the nation, for the purpose of foreign offensive hos- 
acts “concerning Consuls and Vice Consuls ;” | tilities. Had this singular sentiment been thrown, 
with leave to report by bill, or otherwise. out as a mere casual suggestion in the course of 

Mr. Prvxin, Mr. BRECKENRIDGE, and Mr. Mrr- | an animated debate, or proceeded from the wild 
CHILL, were appointed the committee. and heated declamation of some of the actors on 

On motion of Mr. JENNINGS, this floor, I would not, said Mr. M., have been at 
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all surprised. But, sir, I am alarmed by the re- | ciple by which my construction will be guided. 
spectability of the source from which this dan- | The power of sending the militia of the United 
gerous principle comes. It is given to us as the | States beyond their limits, results, we are told, 
deliberate result of the reasonings of the cultivated | from the sovereignty of the nation resting in the 
and philosophical mind of a gentleman ranking | hands of the General Government. And my hon- 
high in the general estimation of his fellow mern- į orable friend from South Carolina has indulged us 
bers for political knowledge and personal integ- | witha definition of sovereignty: “ [tis the right of 
rity. It is propounded to us with great solemnity | disposing of the persons and property of the peo- 
.of language and of manner, and it is said to be | ple.” Sir, I deny, that under this definition of the 
supported by the sanction of Executive opinion. | term sovereignty, it can. with any correctness, be 
The President of the United States, we are told, | applied to the General Government. The frame 
feels no difficulty on the subject. and texture of this Government are different from 
Mr. Cueves said, that his allusion to the opin- | those of all other nations. The sovereignty rests 
ion of the President was not from any personal | here with the American people. If the doctrine 
conversation with that gentleman ; that it had į of the popular political writers of Great Britain 
_been mentioned to him on the floor. and he merely ; be true, that, even there, circumstances may occur 
gave it as he would that of any other gentleman | to authorize the resumption of sovereignty by the 
well able to construe the Constitution. people, it is still more clear, that, in this happy 
Mr. Mitnor proceeded.—Pattingoutof the scale | country, the people have never parted with it; 
the weight of Presidential authority, that of the | but, having merely granted to their Government 
_ honorable gentleman himself, on a Constitutioual | certain restricted powers, the remaining portion 
question, is sufficient to induce an attentive exam- | still rests with themselves. The powers referred 
ination of its soundness and propriety. It had | to are limited and restricted, both with respect to 
been intimated by an honorable member from | their operation on the people and upon the gov- 
Kentucky, (Mr. Jounson,) that this discussion | ernments of the particular States; and the pecu- 
was irrelevant to the subject before the Commit- | liarity of the provisions of the Constitution im- 
tee. The suggestion was not very compliment- | parting these powers, as well as the known jealousy 
ary to the member by whom the subject was intro- | as to their extent, which existed at the time of 
duced. But, said Mr. M., I consider it all-impor- | its adoption, clearly prove that the Convention 
tant that the President, if this bill passes, should | never intended to bestow, by implication, upon 
be under no mistake as to the views of this House, | the General Government, powers greater than 
with respect to the employment of the forces] those expressly given. In reference to the enor- 
placed under his direction, and especially of that | mous one suggested by the gentleman from South 
part of them which consists of militia. Iam, for | Carolina, it is too much to suppose that that wise 
one, not willing to confide wholly to the Presi-; and patriotic body intended covertly to give an 
dent the decision of this important question. I| implied power, which, if only done, would have 
am not apt, Mr. Chairman, to sound alarms, but | hazarded the adoption of their great work by the 
I have always thought there was great safety in | several States of the Union. Sir, I can scarcely 
constantly watching for ahe preservation of the; think that the Federalists, who exerted themselves 
great charter of our liberties, and in maintaining | at that time of day in its favor, would have done 
an extreme sensibility to the slightest proposed | so, had they believed it to include in its grant of 
infraction of its valuable provisions. The gen-| powers the dangerous one contended for by the 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Netson,) in bis pref- | honorable member from South Carolina. DoT 
‘atory remarks, noticed the variety of opinion which | improperly term it a dangerous power? Is it too 
has been entertained, as to the mode of constru- | strong a term fora prerogative supposed to be 
ing the provisions of the Constitution, imputing | vested in the President of sending the freemen of 
to the Federalists a disposition to favor an en-j this country—as it was correctly stated by my 
larged construction, with a view to the increase | honorable friend from Connecticut on Saturday— 
of the powers of the General Government, and f not only to the Northern and Southern limits of 
the contrary inclination to the party with which | this Continent, but to any part of the immense 
he generally acts. There arc, certainly, extremes į regions of Europe, Asia, or Africa ? 

upon this as upon every other subject. It was! If, from the nature of our Government, founded 
manifested in the debate on the question of grant- | as it is in compact, and restricted in the exercise 
ing a charter to the Bank of the United States, | of its power, both as regards the independence 
-where Congress refused to exercise a power, in | and rights of the State governments, and the lib- 
my opinion, necessary for carrying into effect those | erties of the people, it be—as I contend it is—a 
expressly delegated. There may lave been too; violation of its principles to invest those who ad- 
much liberality cf construction, on the other hand, | minister its concerns with powers not expressly 
sometimes applied. The true medium lies in not | granted, or necessary to carry into execution those 
granting to the Government any powers but those ! that are, then it becomes us to examine the Con- 
expressly detailed in the Constitution, or una-| stitution itself, to ascertain whether it contains 
voidably incident, and, in the language of the in-| any provision to which a construction favorable 
strument itself, “necessary and proper for carry- | to this doctrine can fairly be given. On all sub- 
‘ing into execution the powers vested by it inthe | jects which actually engaged the attention of the 
‘Government of the United States, or in some} Convention, on which they unquestionably delib- 
‘ department or officer thereof.” This is the prin- | erated and acted, and have given us the result of 
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their deliberations, in terms clearly expressed in | tion ofa foreign war. On the contrary, they guard 
the Constitution itself, there is no room left for sup- | against such an apprehension by giving the Gov- 
posing an intention to grant implied powers, dif- | ernment authority to raise armies—to employ 
ferent in their nature, and more vast in their | mercenaries to prosecute the war which they 
extent, than those they have detailed. It would | might declare. To the great body of effective 
be preposterous and absurd—a reflection both on ; citizens, constituting the militia of the several 
their wisdom and patriotism—to indulge such a | States, they assign appropriate and defined duties, 
supposition. parents eneng ne allude to such | manifestly intending to distinguish them—as in 
powers, as, in conducting the affairs of the Gov- | name, so in employment—from the other descrip- 
ernment, may frequently be required for execut- tion of force. To the militia,are three important 
ing those actually detailed, the exercise of which | services only assigned—first, to execute the laws 
is expressly pues by the clause in the Con- jet the Union. 
stitution already referred to. lt was, no doubt, well considered to be more 
The eighth section of the first article of the Con- | congenial to the nature of our free institutions, 
Pal ERN cane the eonna e DR of the | and to the character and feelings of our people, 
eneral Government. he following clauses are | that if in any unhappy instance any portion of 
whieh ee 1o arand to a employ meat | their people should be misled into hostility against 
of the several kinds of force placed in its hands: | the laws, the Government should call to its aid 
“Congress shall have power to declare war, grant | those who remain true to their duties, rather than 
letters of margue = reprisal, and make rules concern- | resort to the aid of a mercenary army. 
ing captures on land and water; In the instances of opposition to the laws which 
k To Pe and support vee pit no appropriation | occurred some years ago in the State which I 
o “money at use shall be for a longer term than! have the honor to represent, the good effects of 
two years; this salutary provision were manifest. lo their 


« To provide and maintain a navy ; | as : 4 

r _ | fellow-eitizens, arrayed on the side of order and 
“To make rules for the government and regulation government, the cueutpenits readily submitted 
of the land and naval forces ; S pie ; y ’ 


«To provide for calling forth the militia to execute į and the effusion of human blood was thereby pre- 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel vented. This branch of employment, like that 
invasions ; which follows it—the suppressing of insurrections 

“To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplin- ; S 10 its nature wholly domestic; 1t gives em- 
ing the militia, and for governing such part of them as ployment to the militia only within the limits of 
may be employed in the service of the United States, the United States. ‘The third and last duty im- 
reserving to the States respectively the appointment of | posed on this body, is “to repel invasions.” Can 
the officers, and the authority of training the militia, it be believed, Mr. Chairman, that, under the 
according to the discipline prescribed by Congress.” | pretext of repelling invasions, it was intended to 

And, for the purpose of governing the construc- authorize this Government to send the militia in 
tion of these and tue other express grants of power | the pursuit of foreign conquest? Was there any 
in the Constitution, and to guard against danger- such sentiment prevalent at the time the Consti- 
ous stretches of authority by the Government, the tution was adopted, or did any object of desire 
eleventh and twelfth articles of the amendments | €X!S! that could lead to the prospect of our being 
to that instrument provide: mad enough to go abroad alter new acquisitions 

«That the enumeration in the Constitution of cer- of territory, to be gained by force? We had nat 
tain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage been very long dismembered from the British 
others retained by the people; and that empire. Gentlemen will scarcely suppose, that, 

“The powers not delegated to the United States by | with such feelings as then pervaded the public 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are mind, her example in seeking new conquests 1n 
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” all parts of the globe was about to be imitated in 

"The mere exhibition of these clauses of the Con- | this new and rising and virtuous Republic. If 
stitution is a more forcible refutation of the doc- | the members of that Convention had been asked, 
trine than the most labored argument could fur-| Do you intend, that, under the mask of repelling 
nish. Does not every one at once perceive the | invasion, the militia shali be marched to Canada 
marked distinction between armies which Con- | and the walls of Quebec, what would they have 
gress are invested with the power to raise, and answered ? 
militia governed, except when called into actual| Mr. Cneves here said, that he did not contend 
service, by the regulations of their own States? | that the power of marching the militia out of the 

The power to raise armies and to provide a navy United States was derived [rom the clause alluded 
immediately follows, and is closely connected with | to; but that the power to declare war being giveu 
that of making war. This important subject be- | to Congress, and being a most important attribute 
ing provided for, the militia—always regarded as of sovereignty, the power for which he contended 
a most essential safeguard of the nation—next | followed of course. 
claims the attention of that Convention. But,| Mr. Minor proceeded.—Sir, I ask the honor- 
the wise statesmen and excellent men who com- | able gentleman’s ardon. 1 had understood him 
posed that body did not go on to alarm the great | to argue, that, as in the performance of the 
body of the citizens with the prospect of being | acknowledged duty of repelling invasion, the 
liable to be called beyond the limits of the United | passage of the militia beyond the frontiers of the 
States, to assist the Government in the prosecu- United States might be unavoidable, the precise 
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distance to which they might be led could not be 
fixed; and that, for the efectual obtainment of 
the object of repelling invasion, the militia might 
be carried to Quebec; and the conquest of the 
country ensue therefrom. It is probable I may 
only have heard the argument urged in private 
conversation. 

The power contended for is, then, to be consid- 
ered as a concomitant of the right to declare war. 
The error of this argument cousists in the appli- 
cation of a principle to our Government wholly 
unfitted to it, when the manner of its formation, 
the nature of its provisions, and its practical oper- 
ation, are considered. Our Government is found- 
ed on express compact ; its nature is defined and 
fixed by a written instrument; and it cannot be 
made to bear upon the people or the States in any 
other manner than that originally prescribed. If 
the power to declare war had stood alone, it is 
not necessary to inquire how far it would have 
empowered the Government to extend the opera- 
tious of the militia. But my honorable friend, 
who, like myself, has been conversant with studics 
connected with the legal profession, well knows 
the maxim constantly applied to the construction 
of statutes, as well as to the contracts of indi- 
viduals: Expressio unius est exclusio ulterius. 
Where the party is empowered to do certain spe- 
cified things, it excludes the power to do other 
things affecting the interests of the other party to 
thecontract. Sir, here is the contract, from which 
all your public authority is derived. The very 
subject about which we are differing is here pro- 
vided for. ‘I'he parties to this instrument, as to 
this object, have certainly left nothing to the dan- 
gerous experiment of construction and implica- 
tion. 

You may declare war—offensive war if you 
please, uncongenial as it is with the sentiments 
and feelings of the American people. You may 
raise armies—you may, by the consent of the indi- 
viduals, and of the State governments under 
whieh they reside, convert your volunteers into 
enlisted soldiers. -You then make them, by their 
consent, part of your regular army. But until 
you do so by contract, and not by compulsion, 
the army, as to external offensive operations, 
must be considered a distinct body from the mili- 
tia. There is great weight in the remarks of my 
friend from Connecticut, with respect to the re- 
striction of two years imposed on Congress in 
appropriating moncy for the maintenance of an 
army. As to the regular troops no invasion of 
this important limitation can be made; but if the 
President possesses unbounded discretion as to 
the employment of the militia externally and in- 
ternally, then Congress also are freed from the 
fetters of this wholesome provision, and money 
may be appropriated, not only fur two, but for 
any number of years to maintain your militia 
sent out of the country by compulsion in pursuit 
of foreign conquest. Is the honorable gentleman 
aware of the immense danger of his doctrine? 
Upon the principle he contends for, the President 
and Congress may wield the whole mass of the 
militia, in any manner and for any time they 


may think proper. Let me ask if this be not an 
important question—if there can arise one wore 
important? In the establishment of the Federal 
Government, no doubt the people foresaw that 
occasions might arise when it would be necessary 
for them to fight pro aris et focis, when assailed 
by hostile opposition to the laws, by insurrection, 
by territorial invasion; but it was scarcely anti- 
cipated that a right would be claimed by our 
rulers to lay their hands upon our persons to 
force us into foreign war, and thus transform our 
mild and free Republic into the grossest tyranny. 
Sir, let the small States beware if this doctrine 
be true. They may easily be destroyed. Their 
militia called from their homes into foreign ser- 
vice, the liberty and the property of their citizens 
would be at the mercy of the Government. The 
exercise of this monstrous power would be with- 
out restriction or control. A Virginia President 
might spare the militia of bisown State. If it 
pleased his fancy the militia of Vermont might 
be marched to a sultry southern climate, uncon- 
genial with their constitutions and habits, to 
make a conquest of the Floridas, while those to 
the southward might be sent on a wild-goose 
chase to the deserts of Nova Scotia, Let us at 
once exhibit a marked disapprobation of this 
alarming doctrine. We have hitherto manifested 
great forbearance and patience under the wrongs 
we have suffered from the two great belligerents 
of Europe. It has resulted from a fondness for 
peace, a hatred for war, and these sentiments 
have been attended by an utter aversion to the 
policy of making foreign conquests. If our prin- 
ciples on the latter topic are now to be abandoned, 
let the work be undertaken by an army of mer- 
cenaries. Let not the great body of our people 
be subjected to a military conscription for such a 
purpose, {f they unite in the object, let it be 
willingly and not by compulsion, God forbid 
we should adopt any other plan! 

This House will, I trust, crush in its first bud- 
ding the monstrous principle to which [ have 
given my feeble opposition. My honorable friend 
will, I hope, himself abandon it, and ackowledge 
that he has not, in this instance, applied his usual 
talents of investigation, nor foreseen the conse- 
quence of his doctrine. The people will at all 
events never submit to it. Pass your acts, but 
not a militiaman will march. The State gov- 
ernments will not permit you to force their citi- 
zens into a war of conquest and invasion, which 
will certainly array one part of your community 
against the other. I desire not to excite a spirit 
of hostility to the Government—but for one, I 
prize the enjoyment of Constituticnal liberty too 
dearly to surrender it at the mandate of any Gov- 
ernment—its unconstitutional invasion I would 
resist at the hazard of my fortune and my life. 

Mr. Macon said. on this great Constitutional 
question, the best way of coming to a corrcet de- 
cision is for members to express their opinions 
freely upon it. According to the theory of our 
Government, Mr. M. observed, it required the 
State governments and the General Government 
to form the nation, and the two Governments 
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ought to act in unison; they cannot work well in 
any other way. In some respects the Constitu- 
tion guards the rights of each. When powers 
are given to the General Government by the 
Constitution they are expressly taken from the 
State governments. When the Constitution was 
adopted it was not adopted by the people in 
their national character, but in their character as 
States. 

The Constitution gives to Congress the power 
to lay taxes of every description; and it takes 
away from the States the power to lay impost 
and tonnage duties; because, if not taken away, 
the right would have remained. So in respect to 
the power of making war, it is given to Congress, 
and taken from the States. And in some cases 
it gives the States a right to do certain things 
by consent of Congress. 

It gives the power to Congress to make war, 
and to support armies, but not for a longer term 
than two years; but when it speaks of the militia 
there is no limitation as to them; because the 

ower over them is left with the respective States, 
and Congress is only authorized to call them out 
for three purposes, viz: “to execute the laws, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions;” and to 
effect these purposes was not supposed to require 
an appropriation for more than two years. If the 
country was invaded, it was not meant that the 
militia alone should be relied upon to repel the 
invaders, but that they should be called out in 
aid of the army, or until the army could be col- 
lected for the purpose; so that there was no ne- 
cessity for a limitation with respect to the militia. 

Power is given to Congress to establish a navy ; 
the States may also keep a navy by consent of 
Congress, but not without. 

Congress have a right to govern the militia 
while in actual service, but at no other time. 

Congress is forbidden from granting any titles 
of nobility ; the States are forbidden also. Where 


- the States are not to exercise a power, it is ex- 


pressly taken away from them by the Consti- 
tution. 

The President of the United States shall be 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Militia 
when called into actual service. 

Congress may raise an army for a year or six 
months; but when raised it must be like every 
other army, go to its place of destination, aud not 
to be scattered all over the country. 

The question now occurs, whether the General 
or State Governments have the power to send the 
militia without the limits of the United States? 


‘He wished gentlemen, before he touched this part 


of the Constitution, to take a view of the States 
before the adoption of this Constitution, under 
the old Confederation. It will be recollected 
that the Southern militia was sent into Florida, 
and the Eastern into Canada, at the instance of 
the old Congress. And if the power has not been 
taken from the States, which no one would say 
it had, what can hinder the States from employ- 
ing the militia in the same way now? 

Tt appeared'to be the opinion of some gentle- 
men that when the United States go to war the 


ee M 


Government has a right to use all the physical 
force of the nation in order to do her enemy all 
the injury she can. 

The Constitution prohibits any State from en- 
gaging in war, unless actually invaded, or in such. 
imminent danger as will not admit of delay; but 
ifa State were to goto war, she would havea 
right to use her militia in any manner she pleased, 
in the same way that she would have done before 
the adoption of the Federal Constitution. 

The United States Government and the State 
Governments acting in unison, must possess the 
whole sovereign power. The objection is, that 
Congress have the army given to them for the 
purpose of making war ; but the militia is left in 
the power of the States for their defence. But if 
a State give her consent for her militia to be sent 
without the limits of the United States, what 
shall hinder them from engaging in any service 
in which the General Government may find it 
for the interest of the country to employ them ? 
It was objected to this construction that the 
States might not agree to this course. But this 
kind of reasoning, on a discord existing between 
the General and State Governments, ought not to 
be countenanced. A nation, any more than a 
house divided against itself, cannot stand. It 
would be a new state things for a State to com- 
mit treason against the General Government. 

There is another part of the Constitution on 
whith he would make a remark. ft has been 
said that this Government is only intended for 
defence. He was willing to acknowledge this 
as a general principle; but there is a part of the 
Constitution, that, if it does not look towards con- 
quest, he did not know what is its meaning. In- 
deed it had always been so considered by every 
man with whom he had acted in public life. 
And is it not recollected that, when we were de- 
prived of the right of deposite at New Orleans 
almost every man believed that the United States 
might take New Orleans by force—might con- 
quer it and keep possession of it? There was 
scarcely any difference of opinion on the subject. 
The clauses of the Constitution to which he 
alluded are in the following words: 

«New States may be admitted by the Congress into 
this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected 
within the jurisdiction of any other State; nor any 
State be formed by the junction of two or more States, 
without the consent of the Jegislatures of the States 
concerned, as well as of the Congress. 

“The Congress shall have power to dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations, respecting the 
territory or other property belonging to the United 
States, and nothing in this Constitution shall be so 
construed as to prejudice any claims of the United 
States or of any particular State.” 


These clauses of the Constitution were no 
doubt intended to mect cases where new territory 
was acquired. Indeed there was an article in the 
ordinance of the old Confederation, which spoke 
more plainly, in which Canada is named. There 
is no doubt that this country was an object from 
the commencement of the Revolution, and was in- 
tended to be embraced under the new Government. 
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It appeared to him as if the framers of the 
Constitution were determined to leave no excuse 
for Territorial governments; they seem to say, if 
you acquire additional territory, you shall form it 
into a State or States, which shall possess equal 
rights with yourselves. ‘hey had seen some of 
the evils arising from provincial government. 

Mr. M. said he was on the present occasion 
somewhat in the same situation as upon a late 
question; and, if he were to judge from present 
appearances, as he should probably be on all the 
bills making preparations for war. He was wil- 
ling to vote for the bill as it stood at present; but 
he never would vote for anything which, in his 
opinion, infringed the Constitution. His opinions 


„might be unpleasant to his friends, but he wished, 


above all, to have peace in his own breast. 

If we go to war, England will drive us into it; 
and in that case he was willing to give the Presi- 
dent as much of the physical force of the country 
as shall make the war efficient. 

Mr. Bacon said he should vote against striking 
out the first sections of this bill for the purpose of 
inserting those of the original bill. He was for 
retaining a militia volunteer force, not as the 
most effective force, because he was of opinion 
with the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Macon,) that they could not be marched out of 
the United States without the consent of the 
States to which they respectively belong; but he 
should suppose there would be no difficulty in 
obtaining this consent. He should wish, how- 
ever, that the bill might pass in such a form as 
that no one could be mistaken as to the purpose 
for which these volunteers were to be employed. 
He should view it as unfortunate if the bill passed 
in its present shape; for if, on his return home, 
one of his neighbors were to ask him whether 
volunteers under this act would be liable to be 
marched out of the country, he might say no; 
when some other gentleman, who was present at 
the passing of the bill, might say yes. This 
would leave people ina state of doubt and diffi- 
culty. He was in favor of the officers being ap- 
pointed by the several States; because, if ap- 
pointed by the President, it would be raising 
another army in adifferentform. The volunteers 
to be raised by this bill, will receive no pay until 
they are called into service. If this force, with 
the army already provided, should be deemed in- 
sufficient, he should have no objection to provide 
for another volunteer force, to he commissioned 
by the President. 

If the present motion shall not succeed, Mr. B. 
expressed his intention of moving an amendment, 
providing “ That this force shall not be marched 
out of the limits of the United States without 
the consent of the States to which they belong.” 

Mr. B. supposed there would be no difficulty 
in obtaining this consent. Many of the States 
had passed resolutions, offering their lives, for- 
tunes, and honor,.in support of their country; 
this application would serve to test the sincerity 
of these pledges, and he had no doubt the result 
would do eredit to those who had made them. 

Mr. Porter said it was his wish, as he be- 


lieved it to be the wish of gentlemen generally, 
that this force should be used efficiently against 
the British possessions. It was with this view 
that the bill was originally reported; but he per- 
ceived that some gentlemen would vote in favor 
of the original bill, and others in favor of the 
amended bill, so that it will be impossible to 
know their object. For the purpose of doing 
away this misunderstanding, he would, therefore, 
withdraw his amendment; and if this bill pass 
he would introduce another to raise a force 
which might be called out of the United States. 

Mr. POINDEXTER renewed the motion which 
he had made in Committee of the Whole, provi- 
ding that the volunteers should sign an engage- 
ment to serve the United States, according to the 
provisions of this act, and when called into ser- 
vice, each volunteer shall be subject to the rules 
and articles of war, and be ealled into the service 
of the United States to any place without the 
jurisdiction thereof. 

Mr. P., in supporting his motion, read an ex- 
tract from the specch of George Mason, in the 
Virginia Convention, to show that the authority 
of the United States to send the militia from one 
State to another, was viewed with jealousy, and 
that the idea of sending them out of the United 
States, at that time, had never been entertained. 

Mr. Bacon was not convinced that the General 
Government had a right to send the militia out 
of the United States, without the consent of the 
State. The debate in the Virginia Convention, 
which had been cited, did not touch this question ; 
it related only to the calling of the militia out of 
one State to another. With a view of bringing 
this question distinctly before the Committee, Mr. 
B. moved to add to this new section the follow- 
ing proviso: 

“ Provided, That no company, battalion, regiment, 
or brigade of such volunteers, shall be marched to any 
place out of the jurisdiction of the United States, with- 
out the previous consent of the State or ‘Territory to 
which they may belong.” 

Mr. Key said that the Constitution is a com- 
pact between the States and the General Goy- 
ernment, and by the amendment to it which has 
been adopted, it is declared that what has not 
been granted by the States is retained by them 
or the people. By this instrument the power to 
raise armies, when the exigencies of the Govern- 
ment shall require it, is granted; and the militia 
are reserved to the States for their defence. No 
legislative act of Congress can confer, upon this 
Government, a greater power than the Constitu- 
tion gives. The Government have no power to 
use the militia in any place exterior to the limits 
of the United States, nor in any part of the Uni- 
ted States other than in the State to which the 
militia belong, except in the three cases mentioned 
in the Constitution, viz: “in repelling invasions,” 
* suppressing insurrections,” and “executing the 
laws.” A commission given to a militia officer 
ean have no validity without the United States, 
nor within the United States other than in the 
particular States, execpt in the three cases before 
mentioned ; for instance, a person commissioned 
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-Mr. K. said he had understood that the delegate 
from the Mississippi T'erritory had read, from the 
debate in the Virginia Convention, the opinion 
of-Mr. George Mason and others, to prove, that 
where the consent of the militia is obtained in 
the way now proposed, they might be sent with- 
out the limits of the Union. He asserted that 
there: was no such question discussed in that 
Convention, nor did their debates show any such 


fact. The jealousy of those patriots was, that, in 


the cases mentioned in the Constitution, the 
militia might be called by the Government from 
any particular State to go into one very remote; 
as, for instance, from the Staté of Georgia to 
Vermont, and in consequence of heing thus ha- 


Tassed and distressed, there might be danger of the 


people consenting to a constant standing army. 
This was what those patriots wished to guard 
against; and jt was urged by them, that in such 
cases, the consent of the States to which the 
militia belonged should be first obtained. 
He reprobated and remonstrated against the 
doctrine which had been advanced, that the Presi- 
dent had the power, in case of foreign war, to 
order the militia to march without the United 
States. Itisa doctrine which the people never 
have, and never will consent to. It ought to 
alatm every friend to the Constitution and the 
liberties of the people. What might be the con- 
sequence, with an ambitious, unprincipled Chief 
Magistrate? Congress have power to raise ar- 
mies to carry on a foreign war; twenty-five thou- 
sand or fifty thousand regular troops are raised 
in consequence of such a war; according to the 
construction which has been given to the Con- 
stitution, the militia may be ordered by the Presi- 
dent to go upon that foreign war, and the stand- 
ing army may be kept and used for ambitious 
urposes, in the States from which the militia 
ave gone. Where, then, would be your force to 
defend your liberties against this mercenary band, 
who should, under an unprincipled Chief Magis- 
trate, attempt to destroy them? He said the 
doctrine was too monstrous to be endured. 


United States might at any time expatriate him- 
self, and enter into any foreign service; for in- 
stance, into the service of Great Britain, or the 
French Emperor, in a war against his own coun- 
try. Mr. K. said he, în foto, denied that doctrine. 
The gentleman could not derive that opinion from 
any eminent writer, or from any decision af any 
court. No State had within his knowledge, by 
any act, implied such doctrine, without it was 
the State of Virginia. That State had prescribed 
the manner in which a citizen might expatriate 
himself. But by prescribing the mode in which 
it may be done, it demonstrates that upon general 
principles, a citizen has no right to expatriate 
himself. If the gentleman is right, in what cases 
may your citizens leave your country, and enter 
into the service of your enemy? Where is your 
line of distinction? Suppose you march your 
militia into Canada, as contemplated, and your 
militiaman should think that was a convenient 
time and opportunity to expatriate, and leave your 
service for that of your enemy—according to.this 
doctrine, would he not havea rightsotodo? But 
do you imagine, if he was to be taken and brought 
before a court martial, that his exercise of this 
right would be a good defence ? 

Mr. K. said the cause of the difficulty which 
| the House now experienced, was this: that a dis- 
i guise and cover is thrown over the object of our 
present deliberations; the real object is kept from 
the people. He would not say that this is the 
intention of any gentleman in the House, but the 
mode of conducting this business has that effect. 
If the design is to carry on a foreign war, and 
the exigence of the country required an army of 
seventy or eighty thousand men, tell the people 
so, and they will be ready to give you the army; 
this you have the power and the right to demand 
of them. But they will and ought to insist upon 
reserving to themselves the militia, their own 
appropriate defence, which the Constitution, the 
sacred compact between you and them, has guar- 
antied for their benefit and protection. 

Mr. Ruea observed that he would not undertake 
to show the relation which the doctrine of per- 
petual allegiance had to the bill to authorize the 
President to accept the service of a wumber of 
volunteers; but as that doctrine had been ad- 
vanced, prior to this day, ia this House, it may 
be proper to say something about it, for, if left 
unnoticed, it may be taken for granted—what 
will be said may have some bearing on the ques- 
tion under consideration in the manner it has 
been treated. 

The doctrine of perpetual allegiance is an off- 
spring of the once celebrated doctrine of the 
divine right of kings; a doctrine which the cele- 
brated Filmer treated copiously of, about the 
time of the celebrated James the Sixth of Scot- 
land, and First of England, who, not content with 
being King of England and Scotland, and ina 
manner arbiter of Europe, in the time of the 
Great Henry of France, desired also to be num- 
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bered among the most learned theologists, the 
most sublime poets, and great musicians of his 
age; for neither of whieh he was qualified by 
nature, and art could do but little for him. This 
doctrine of divine right of kings, and its offspring, 
perpetual allegiance, wonderfully flourished and 
produced abundance of sour fruit in his time and 
in that of his successors, until, in the time of the 
second James, the third William, at the memora- 
ble battle of the Boyne, by a powerful argument, 
directed to James in person, convinced him that 
thadoctrine of the divine right of kings was not 
tenable; and, under that impressive conviction, 
James fled to France, and there remained reflect- 
ing on the loss of their kingdoms. The British 
Parliament, in the mean time, not believing the 
doctrine of the divine right of kings, enacted a 
law settling the crown of the three Kingdoms on 
William and his amiable consort, Mary, and 
thereby exploded that strange doctrine The 
notion of perpetual allegiance ought to have 
shared the fate of its spurious parent; but it con- 
tinued to answer political purposes, and for sub- 
ject of discourse. 

All the nations on this earth compose one 
family; sound reason and common sense declare 
that a man may transfer himself from the family 
of his parent to another family, and dwell there- 
with. A man beinga citizen or subject of one 
Government, and not employed in the actual 
service thereof, has a natural and inalienable 
right to transfer himself from that Government 
or nation to another; to renounce and abjure all 
allegiance to the Government he came from; and 
to bind himself in fidelity and allegiance to, and 
to become a citizen of the nation of his choice, in 
pursuance of the laws of the Government thereof. 
If the doctrine of perpetual allegiance be truc, 
what shall be said for, or in what condition are 
they who have emigrated from the British domin- 
ions to the United States since the Treaty of 
Peace? If this doctrine be true, they continue 
to be British subjects, notwithstanding they have 
deen naturalized, and have bound themselves by 
solemn oath in allegiance tu the United States. 
To which of the two nations or Governments do 
they belong? In this case there is no choice, 
and like all other claims, the eldest must take, if 
the doctrine alluded to be true. Are we pre- 
pared to surrender the principle and all the men 
alluded to? J, said Mr. R., am not; many of 
these men are well known to me—they are good 
citizens, and prepared to vindicate the rights of 
their adopted country. But this doctrine, to- 
gether with its spurious parent, “the divine right 
of kings,” is banished and driven from these 
United States. In the eighth section of the first 
article of the Constitution, it is provided that 
“ Congress shall have power to establish an uni- 
form rule of naturalization.” This power denies 
perpetual allegiance—the principles of perpetual 
allegiance and naturalization are repugnant to, 
and inconsistent with each other; if one be right. 
the other is not. The Constitution of the United 
States is paramount, and the supreme law, and 
the highest authority, and commands all respect 


and observance; it has humanely provided a 
resting place for the wearied and oppressed, and 
secures it to them, being naturalized. 

The system for raising a force of volunteers, 
(taking into view the original bill, and the amend- 
ment offered by the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and other propositions,) has assumed a pe- 
culiar form, and not being willing to sanction any 
principle which, in my humble opinion, will bear 
against the sovereignties of the individual States, 
I will vote, said Mr. R., against ihe amendments 
now offered. The Constitution acknowledges 
two species only of military force—the militia, 
and a regular army. The Constitution empow- 
ers the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint and commission 
all officers of a regular army. To: the States, 
respectively, is reserved the power of appointing 
and giving commissions to all officers of the mil- 
itia. Where the Constitution has fixed this busi- 
ness, there let it remain. So long as it remains, 
the individual States, in their sovereign capaci- 
ties, if they be true to themselves, have nothing 
to fear from the designs of any usurping military 
chief. If the President be authorized to accept 
the force in the manner contemplated, a direction 
to that force will begiven. If the bill under con- 
sideration in the form it now has, shall become a 
law, and will not sufficiently answer the design 
originally intended by it, that defect can be rem- 
edied by a bill properly fitted and detailed for 
that purpose. 

The question being taken on Mr. Bacon’s 
amendment to the amendment. it was negatived, 
there being five votes only for it. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and negatived, there being only nine votes 
in favor of it. ; 

Mr. Pickens moved to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, in order to insert the first section 
of the bill first reported; which motion was neg- 
atived, there being only ten votes for it. 

The Committee then rose, reported the billand 
amendments, and the House adjourned. 


‘Touespay, January 14. 

Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims 
made a report on the petition of Peter Mills, refer- 
red to them the twenty-ninth of November last; 
which was concurred in by the House. 

JUDGE TOULMIN. 

Mr. Jounson and Mr. POINDEXTER presented 
sundry documents in refutation of the charges 
contained in the presentment by the Grand Jury 
of Baldwin county, in the Mississippi Territory, 
against Harry Toulmin; which were read, and 
ordered to be referred to the committee appointed, 
on the twenty-first ultimo, on the letter from 
Cowles Mead, Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Mississippi Territory, enclosing 
a copy of the above-mentioned presentment, 

Mr. Rngea moved that the select committee, to 
whom was referred the presentment against Judge 
Toulmin, be discharged from a further consider- 
ation of the subject, as every member who had 
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"| heard the representation read to the House this | 
į] morning, must be convinced that the charges made 
fj against that gentleman were entirely without 
foundation ; and that he had acted the part of an 
H upright man. 

_Mr. POINDEXTER was of opinion that the char- 
ges brought against the Judge were not only un- 
| founded, but that they proceeded from corruption; 
Hi but he hoped the committee would not be dis- 
į charged, as he had received a letter from the Judge, 
| in which he says he shall be able to transmit such 
evidence as will convince every man that the 
charges have no foundation. He hoped, therefore, | 
the papers would remain referred, that a report; 
might be made upon the subject which would | 
set the matter in a proper light to the world. 

The motion to discharge the committee was 
negatived. 


kt 


! 


VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


The House then took up the order of the day 
on the bill for authorizing the President to accept 
of a volunteer corps. ' ` 


| 

Mr. GuoLrson felt great difficulty in deciding | 
upon the bill before the Committee. IIe was 
concerned to be obliged to differ in opinion from ! 
gentlemen for whom he entertained the highest | 
respect. He coincided in sentiment with the 
gentleman from Kentucky as to the efficiency of | 
a volunteer army. No one had more confidence | 
in volunteers than he should have. He believed ' 
it to be that description of force which might be į 
most relied upon. But, in organizing this foree, | 
reference ought to be had to the object proposed į 
tobe accomplished by it, and it ought to be as- 
certained whether this force be equal to the at- 
tainment of it, 

Can this force be employed against Canada, or | 
in the reduction of Quebec? He could not say 
that it could, with confidence, because he felt a 
difficulty in deciding the question. He did not 
like, in the prosecution of so important an ob- 
ject, to employ means of doubtful construction. 
Would it not comport more with propriety, and 
the interest of the country, to employ a force 
against which no objection could be made, and 
respecting which no one could be mistaken? He! 
thought it would. 

It appeared to him that the General Govern- 
ment had power to call out the militia, in the 
three cases mentioned in the Constitution only; 
and no one can say this-volunteer corps is a reg- 
ular force, because its officers are to be appointed 
by the governments of the several States. It is, 
therefore, essentially a militia force, and cannot 
be employed beyond the limits of the United 
States. He had not, however. formed an opinion 
entirely satisfactory to himself; but he was in- 
clined to believe this force could not be employed 
in a forcign war. If it can, the power must be 
derived constructively from some other clause of | 
the Constitution. | 

Under the authority given to repel invasion, he | 
supposed these volunteers might cross the boun- 
dary line in driving off an enemy who had in- 
vaded the country, But, it has been contended 


! 
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by the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Cueves) that the sovereign power given to Con- 
gress to declare war, includes in it the power of 
using the whole physical force of the Govern- 
ment for this purpose. But this is a doctrine of 
construction, and he well recollected the expres- 
sion of a venerable gentleman, who now holds an 
eminent place in the courts of this country, that, 
“it was better not to execute a positive. power 
given by the Constitution, than to force one .of 
doubtful construction.” The Bank of the United 
States had its origin in construction, and so had 
the alien and sedition laws; and if this doctrine. 
of construction was to be extended, in the man- 
ner contended for, from the power given to Con- 
gress to make war, Congress would become om- 
nipotent. There would be no limitation to its 
powers. 

Mr. G. said, in construing the Constitution, we 
ought to examine its several parts, and not give 
one part of it a construction that will destroy 
other parts. Every part must have given to it its 
proper force and meaning, and no more. “ Con- 
gress shall have power to raise and support ar- 
mies”? Where is the necessity, therefore, of 
resorting to construction for more power? If 
they have troops and money, these are sufficient 
for carrying on war. 

But, it seems, we are to go to war, not with 
the means given to us by the Constitution, but by 
means of a volunteer force, a milita force, a State 
force, over which Congress has no proper control, 
except in certain specified cases. Indeed, if this 
corps were to be marched under the authority of 
Congress, the States would have the power of 
disbanding them whenever they thought proper, 
by revoking the commissions of their officers. 
This would place the United States in a sit- 


{uation which was never contemplated by the 


framers of the Constitution, They meant that 
Congress should make war with troops of their 
own raising, and which should be under the com- 
mand of officers appointed by the Executive. 

Mr. G. said he should vote for this bill, because, 
though he considered the force in the light of a 
militia force only, it would leave the whole of 
the army at liberty to march against the enemy. 
But he had no expectation that the additional 
troops would be raised in time. The first onset 
ought to be made with volunteers, to be seconded 
by the regular force of the country. 

Mr. G. concluded with moving an amendment 
to strike out the second section of the bill. 

The Spraxer declared the amendment out of 
order, adding that the gentleman might come at 
his object by voting against the bill. 

Mr. Smivie agreed with the gentleman from 
Virginia in one thing, that this force must be re- 
lied on in the first instance, and he was, there- 
fore, in favor of it. But the question is, now, 
whether we shall havea regular force of seventy- 
five thousand men, or if fifty thousand of them 
shall be volunteers? He had voted against the 
proposition for obtaining the consent of the States, 
because he did not wish the House to decide that 
question at present. But the gentleman from 
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Virginia says the States might withdraw these | that this power is national and sovereign in its 
troops ata critical moment. Can the gentleman | nature, that it involves all the consequences of 
suppose such a state of things? Does he con- | war, and the means of carrying it on. 
sider the nature of the Government under which Let us, for a moment, look at the Constitution. 
we act? All power isin the people. We can | Is not its prominent feature a delegation by the 
neither raise men, nor go to war without their | States or by the people of specific powers to the 
consent; and if it should ever happen that a war | General Government, for the purpose of effecting 
should be commenced contrary to the opinions of | the ends and objects of the confederation? These 
the State governments, or the people, it would | powers are clearly and precisely defined. In re- 
have to be abandoned in disgrace. tation to the subject before us, we have first, the 
Mr. Burycksr.—Mr. Speaker, I am prepared | power to declare war. And what does this con- 
to vote for the bill on our table. As it is now | fer? Surely, nothing more than the right to de- 
framed, it seems to be wholly free from the Con- | termine the question of war or peace. It was in- 
stitutional question which has been discussed here ; tended that this should be a matter of national 
for some days. But as it appears from the obser- | concern, that no State should individually engage 
Yations just now made by the gentleman from | in war. but that a subject of such importance and 
Virginia, (Mr. Guotgon,) that our votes on this ; general interest should belong to the Legislature 
bill will still have reference tothat question; and: of the Union. The terms of this grant of power 
as I do not perceive that they will show our in-! do not include the means or mode of carrying on 
dividual impressions on a subject of so much im-! war. For this there are other distinct precise 
portance and interest, I avail myself of this occa- | powers. They immediately follow the power to 


sion, to express my disapprobatian of the doctrine | 


which has been maintained with great ability and 


ingenuity respecting the power of this Govern- ; 


ment over the militia—a power, utterly incom- 
patible with the design and prominent features of 


the Constitution—a power, compared with which | 


the horrors of the French conscription are mercy, 
and dreadful as the levies en masse of those whom 
we call tyrants of Europe. When the existence 
of sucha powerin the General Governmentisseri- 
ously contended for, and when it is stated on this 
floor that it is believed that the Chief Magistrate 
of the United States is of opinion that such a 
ower is conferred by the Constitution, it certain- 
y behooves us to express our sentiments respect- 
ing it. 
When the gentleman from South Carolina, 


(Mr. Cueves,) on Saturday, contended for this | 


power, my faculties were for a moment confound- 
ed by the novelty and strangeness of the doctrine, 
the talent and ingenuity with which it was urged, 
and the high authority which was supposed to be 
in favor of it. The knowledge of the must fami- 
liar maxims, principles, and rules of construction 
failed me; and to discover whether I had com- 
pletely misunderstood the provisions and charac- 
ter of the Constitution in relation to the point in 
question, I left the House during the debate to 
examine the valuable commentary on it, of which 
it has been justly and elegantly said that “it com- 
presses the wisdom of ages, and pours original 
light on the science of government.” Iut in the 
letters of Publius | could find nothing like this 
new exposition. After a little reflection, however, 
on what had been urged, no argument was left 
on my mind in support of this strange doctrine, 
but theargument ad verecundiam—and the autho- 
rity and influence of name and talent. 

I hardly know, sir, how to make an argument 
on such a subject. It isso plain to my mind, that, 
but for the singular skill and ingenuity of the gen- 
tleman, (Mr. Cueves,) I should have supposed it 
utterly unsusceptible of discussion. 

But what is the ground on which he relies? 
He says Congress have the power to declare war; 


declare war. What are they? 

To raise and support armies, &e; 

To provide and maintain a navy; 
| To make rules for the government and regula- 

tion of the land and naval forces. 
Next comes the power— 

To provide for calling forth the militia, to exe- 
| cute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions. . ; 

The means of carrying on the war, are express- 
ily and dircetly granted, and of consequence can- 
! not be included in the power to declare war. This 
; would be inconsistent with every rule of interpre- 
i tation and the whole complexion of the Constitu- 
‘tion. Why attempt to get anything by implica- 
jtion? Why resort to construction, where you 
i have an express graut of power, 

The only power granted with respect to the 
use you can make of the militia for warlike pur- 
poses is, to provide for calling them out to repel 
invasion. You have no powers, sir, but those del- 
egated—all others are reserved to the people or 
the States. With respect to the militia, you have 
no power but to call them out to execute the laws 
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and re pel in- 
vasions, You can command their services in no 
other cases, for you have no power but what is 
expressly granted. The right to use the militia, 
and to march them out of the United States for 
the purpose of active, offensive war, is not grant- 
ed—therefere you have nosuchright. Can any- 
thing in the world be plainer? It requires no ar- 
gument. He that runs may read it. 

Reference has been made to the discussion on 
the question of the constitutionality of the Bank 
of the United States. That subject affords me an 
illustration of thesubject now under debate, which, 
jif it is understood, | think must be satisfactory. 
It was contended by the advocates of the Bank, 
that the Federal Government was sovereign as to 
all the objects for which it was instituted, and that 
a sovereign power includes a right to all the means 
applicable to the attainment of the ends for which 
the power was given. The Bank was supposed 
to be one of these means. But, sir. suppose that 
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among the powers of Congress enumerated in the 
Constitution, there had been a power to incorpor- 
ate a bank for a specific and limited purpose, 
would Congress have had the power to institute 
a bank for any other purpose than that specified ? 
Certainly not, sir; there’ could have been no de- 
bate about such a question. The case supposed 
and the one before us are perfectly parallel. Con- 
gress would have had power to incorporate a bank 
or the specific. purpose, but could not have estab- 


But another consideration is pressed with great 
confidence. It is satd that the power given to Con- 
gress by the Constitution, “to provide for calling 
out the militia to execute the laws of thé Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions,” has 
reference toa state of peace; that the invasion 
of our territory does not necessarily suppose a 
state of war, and that writers on national and pub- 
lic law speak of invasion as an event distinct 
from war. I have not had an opportunity to ex- 
amine books on the subject; but to me, invasion, 
the term used in the Constitution, isa plain Eng- 
lish word. It is possible that a hostile incursion 
on our territory may not always amount to or be 
coincident with a state of war; but invasion must 
in most instances amount to war. Is it not in it- 
self in almost every instance a positive unequivo- 
eal act of war? It is not, however, enough for 
the honorable gentleman to show that invasion 
may exist without war. To bear him out in this 
part of his argument, he must satisfy us that in- 
vasion is necessarily and always an event distinct 
from war; for if it may be coincident with war, 
if it can in any case be itself an act of war, then 
the Constitution has provided that in that event 
of a war the militia may be called out; and hav- 
ing provided for that particular case, Congress can 
have no right-to call them out for any other war- 
like purpose. This part of the argument on the 
other side, therefore wholly fails. 

‘The power contended for, is certainly inconsis- 
tent with the design of the framers of the Consti- 
tution. It was intended that the States should 
reserve to themselves (except in the three cases 
specified) the militia, as their own peculiar mili- 
tary foree. This was wise; and it is happy for 
us that the Constitution is so framed. A regular 
army alone is fit for active offensive war. The 
militia may be useful in repelling sudden inva- 
siens; they may be the best force for suppressing 
insurrections, and enforcing the execution of the 
laws, because they are less odious to the people 
than regular troops. But, sir, it would be extreme- 
ly inconvenient, as well as incompatible with the 
principles of the Constitution, that the General 
Government should carry on war by means of the 
militia. . The commissions of the officers depend 
on State authority—they may expire to-day or to- 
morrow—you know not when; and when you 
Were out on an important expedition with your 
militia army, the authority of its officers might 
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| cease. There is another objection—the Constitu- 


, not appointed by the authority to. which the Con- 
|stituuion has given the right of appointment. It 


They complained that it was very hard 
that Congress should have the power to order the 
militia from one extremity of the Union to the 
other, to execute the laws or suppress insurrec- 
tions. But, I believe that not the least hint of the 
power to call them out for the purpose of offen- 
sive or foreign war, can be found in any of the 
debates or political writings which the Constitu- 
tion occasioned. i 
„I was much instructed yesterday by the judi- 
cious observations made on this subject by the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Macon.) He 
supposes, if I understand him correctly, that the 
United States may obtain the service of the mili- 
tia by an agreement with the States. He says 
that the States on entering into the confederacy 
surrendered no powers but those expressly grant- 
ed to the General Government. Before the con- 
federation, they had the right to use the militia 
as they pleased; and therefore the honorable gen- 
tleman suggests that the States may now com- 
bine with the United States in carrying on a war, 
and, by a compact between them, the militia may 
serve in the war. This, sir, may beso. I will, 
however, submit, whether the existence of the 
States in their political capacity, can be recog- 
nised at all for any of the purposes of war. Are 
they not in that respect annihilated, ; 
There was, Mr. Speaker, another bill on our 

table, by which a volunteer corps was to be rais- 
ed, whose officers were to be appointed by the 
President. The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Cueves) seemed to think that bill uncon- 
stituvional, and read from Judge Tucker’s Notes 
on Blackstone’s Commentaries, an opinion by 
which a similar law passed in 1798, is pronounced 
a violation of the Constitution. I may err, sir, 
for I am sensible of the value of Judge Tucker’s 
Commentary to the American lawyer and states- 
man, but I must be permitted to think sucha law 
perfectly Constitutional; as the troops raised by 
it would be officcred by the President, they would 
be part of the regular army. ‘This note of Judge 
Tucker was probably written hastily, and with- 
out much consideration. The volunteer corps 
contemplated by the present bill, however, will 
be a mere militia. As such, I vote for it. 
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Mr. Ropman moved to amend the bill, by add- | posed by the bill, I take to be intended to aid the 
ing the word militia, so as to read volunteer mili- | more permanent army, or to’ supply the want of 
tia force. it for internal defence, or offensive operations, as 

‘Mr. Finpiey.—Mr. Speaker: I am opposed to | the case may require. Their voluntary engage- 
the motion of my colleague, (Mr. Ropman,) to! ment distinguishes them from the militia, but 
insert the term militia into this bill. Tt is not ; does not divest them of their patriotism. 
used in either the bill or in the title by the Com-] Mr. Witson observed, that it is the duty of 
mittee of Foreign Relations, nor ought it to be | the President to. communicate, from time to time, 
introduced. The militia, under different names | to Congress, such measures as he shall judge ne- 
in different countries, are such inhabitants as are | cessary and expedient ; and at the opening of the 


always obliged, for the general protection, to obey 
the call of the Government made according: to 
Jaw, or to be punished for notdoingso. They do 
not serve as voluntecrs, but are under an indispen- 
sable obligation. This principle arises from the 
law of nature, under which it isevery man’s duty 
to protect himself; on entering into political so- 
‘ciety, he hasarightto the protection ff the society. 
‘To contribute to this protection, every member of 
the society is under a moral obligation to do it in 
the manner prescribed by law. Thislaw consti- 
tutes what in this country and in Britain is called 
a militia. in France a conscription, and in other 
nations by other names; but in all nations, it is 
totally distinct from volunteers. All men who 
énlist of their own free will into a regular army, 
are volunteers in doing so. In Britain, it is vol- 
unteers'that are by the recruiting officers invited 
‘at the drum-head to enlist. The only difference 
between the regular army directed to be raised, 
and the volunteers proposed in the bill, is the dif- 
ference in the terms on, and time for, which they 
‘engage; but when they are called into service 
agreeable to their voluntary engagements, they 
are both qualified for every purpose of war, and 
they are equally distinct from militia. 

Mr. Speaker, I had made up my mind to vote 
for the bill, though E would have preferred that 
which has been laid aside as the simple and best 
‘suited to the object proposed. Presuming that 
the choice of their own officers is a characteristic 
difference between the volunteers and the enlisted 
regiments, the signing of commissions is little 
more than matter of form, but a necessary form; 
if it even answered no other purpose, it is neces- 


sary to procure suitable treatment and exchange, 


to such officers as may have the misfortune to be 
taken ; and even for this purpose, their being 
signed by the President would be most conve- 
nient; but, whether the officers be commissioned 
‘by the President or the States, as soon as the 
‘volunteers bring themselves under the engage- 
ments proposed in the bill, they are no longer a 
militia, but are as much qualified for the service 
so much spoken of, as the regular troops. It is 
‘with this view that I will vote for the bill. So 
many doubts have been started on the floor of the 
power of Congress to employ the militia out of 
the Territories of the United States, that it may 
be improper to attempt it. Admitting as an 
amendment the term “ militia,” could not make 
the volunteers, when engaged, to be such. The 
militia, as defited by the militia law, still remain 
liable to the call of the United States, or of the 
individual States, either in classes or in mass, 
as occasion may require. The volunteers pro- 


present session, he had recommended to Congress 
to put the nation into a warlike attitude; to fill 
up the present militia establishment; to raise ten 
thousand additional troops. Congress has not 
only filled up the old estabiishment, but raised 
twenty-five thousand additienal men. He be- 
lieved the bill before the House necessary, as it 
will be.a‘means of bringing forward men from 
the militia who can most conveniently leave their 
‘homes; no doubt they wiil be considered as vol- 
unteers for the internal defence of the country, 
under the provision of the Constitution. : 
He should be alarmed at the idea of raising a 
regular force of eighty-five thousand men, when 
the Executive had only asked for ten thousand. 
The House was told the spirit of the nation was 
up. He believed the people wished the country 
to be put in a posture of defence—in a situation 
prepared for war. He should have been willing 
to vote for raising ten thousand additional troops, 
though he voted against twenty-five thousand; 
and he certainly should not now think of adding 
pany thousand more to those already granted; 
and if the appointment of the officers were to be 
placed in the President, these volunteers would 
be nothing diferent from regulars, except as to 
the term of service; and if the bill were to be 
j passed in this form, the volunteers would not be 
igot; the men would be willing to engage to ex- 


ecute the laws, suppress insurrections, and repel _ 


invasions; but not in a foreign conquest. 
Respecting the right of the General Govern- 
ment to send these volunteers out of the United 
States, under the bill as it now stands, the ques- 
tion had been so fully discussed that it was nnne- 
cessary to add another word to what had been 
said. It was, to him, a perfectly new idea that 
Congress had any such power; and it was an 
idea which he could not belicve had the least 
foundation in the Constitution. 
Mr. Ropman’s amendment was negatived. 
Mr. Bacon moved that the word “ fifty” be 
struck out of the bill, and “twenty” inserted in 
its place. He was of opinion with those gentle- 
men who consider this force asa militia force, 
and competent for domestic purpuses only, such 
as are mentioned in the Constitution. He thought 
twenty thousand men of this description would 
be sufficient for acting on the seaboard, manning 
| fortifications, or repelling any incursions which 
may be made into the country. Should this mo- 
tion be agreed to, and the bill become a law, be 
would bring in another bill for raising a volunteer 
foree of a description calculated for the object 
which all wished to be effected. If the present 
amendment was agreed to, he would propose 


773 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 774 


January, 1812. Volunieer Corps. Hor R. 


‘nother in the third section, providing that this T see, too, said he, a disposition to diminish the 
force shall not be marched out of the jurisdiction | true defensive force of the States—to cut it down, 
of the United States. to whittle it away,so soon as itis discovered that 
_ Mr. Smiute hoped the amendment would not | it cannot be used for purposes of aggrandizernent 
‘prevail. He wished the bill might pass without] and ambition. Gentlemen are willing to dimin- 
“ginendment. He thought the regular force al-| ish as much as you please the national force, 
Yeady voted was larger than could be raised. He| while embodied as militia, to give nourishment 
‘hoped the House would not add any more to| to the standing army; to diminish as much as 
them. | possible the defence of the States, in order to 
-+ Mr. Nexsow hoped the motion of the gentle-| make their attack on the British provinces; but 
tjan from Massachusetts would not be agreed to. | weare to rely upon twenty thousand militia only, 
Jf any man will turn his eyes to the map of the | scattered over our vast frontier, for protection at 
United States, and observe the extensiveness of | home. 
Wur frontier, he will be satisfied that twenty thou-| Shall we be told, that whilst this House is 
Sind men would be an inadequate force for the | ready to vote one hundred thousand men to go 
perper of guarding it. Instead of reducing the | against a foreign province, they will be satisfied 
jumber of volunteers, he had rather the number | with twenty thousand men for our defence? He 
thould be one hundred thousand than fifty thou-| would not even so much as insinuate that the 
Band. | local situation of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
: The amendment proposed to the third section | far removed as he is from the seacoast, had any 
' of the bill would be objectionable, on the ground | influence upon his opinion in this case. 
of its interfering with a power belonging to the| He had thought from the argument of the gen- 
Bxecutive, as Commander-in-Chief, of directing | tleman from Tennessee, who agreed with him 
tiie employment of these volunteers as he shall! that these volunteers will be a militia force, that 
ütem proper. he would have been for increasing, rather than 
“Mr. Grunoy thought it better to reduce the | diminishing its amount. He had no doubt any 
- .Wumber of men to be raised by this bill to that | number of men would be found ready to defend 
Which would be sufficient for internal purposes. | their native soil, though not disposed to go ona 
Fie was of opinion with those who considered | windmill quixotic expedition to Quebec. 
the militia as the shield of the several States;/ Mr. R. would tell the gentleman from Tennes- 
and the army as the instrument with which to} see, that before he gets his volunteers ready to 
carry on war. If, said he, more men are ap-| march to Canada—for God knows they have had 
Pore? to internal defence than are necessary, | warning enough—Great Britain may have sent 
t will be taking so many from the effective force | out a fleet with 5,000 men to Halifax, who may, 
intended to be raised by another bill to go against | in five days, reach some of the most vulnerable 
Canada. He was clearly in favor of volunteers | parts of our country, at the mouth of the Hud- 
for both these objects. . ` son, Delaware, or Chesapeake, and do us incal- 
‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania says, he|culable mischief. Mr. R. said the President 
will rely on the fifty thousand volunteers propos- | would not dare, because it would violate his duty 
ëd to be raised by the bill as it now stands. If| to the nation over which he presides, to send out 
he could show that these men, or any part of |a militia force to invade Canada. 
them, could be sent to Canada, he would rely} What! send out an army to invade a barren, 
tipon them too; but if this could not be shown, | frozen wilderness~a country—so help me God! 
é Gould not rely upon them. He was, therefore, | (exclaimed Mr. K.) which, if the British Minis- 
for raising two descriptions of volunteers, one for | ter would make me a present of, I would not 
internal defence, and the other for going against | accept. : 
the British provinces. He was not afraid a He knew that through the influence of the 
| 


‘'¥egular force; they were to be engaged for a| public prints, and all those arts by which the 

- sart period only, and when that expired, they | public mind .is wrought upon, an effervescence 
Would return home. Mr. G. read some extracts | had been produced throughout the country in > 
from the speech of Colonel George Nicholas, in j favor of war measures, and which was ready to 
the Virginia Convention, in support of what he | fix an odium on all those who are unwilling that 
had advanced. the good people of these United States should be 
“Mr. Ranvoupn wished to say a few words. | involved in a war for the purpose of getting pos- 
He trusted the very few observations which he | session of a wretched tefritory, filled with tories 
had to make, and which would not have been| and refugees, who would prove a curse to the 
tiade but for some remarks which had fallen | Union, by bringing new forces and allies to that 
from’ the gentleman from Tennessee, would not | party which is known by the name of the Essex 
subject him to any charge of wishing to obstruct | Junto. , 
the public business. After having debated five} There may be a few persons, said Mr. R., who, 
days on the proposition of the Committee of For- | from the madness of the times, may be willing to 
éigo Relations, he. had thought, when the vote | embark in. this business; but he trusted when the 
was taken yesterday, that the ground of debate | virtue and good sense of the people came to re- 
was setiled; but he saw, to his great surprise. | {lect upon the subject, that this war-fever would 
without any object or foundation, the debate still | subside. He woald venture to predict that in six 
going on to-day in the same round. months the whole would vanish. 
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Mr. R. was surprised at the process which this 
bill had gone through. When he heard of so 
many references to the Constitution and other 
authorities, it had the appearance of an attempt 
to find a flaw in an indictment, or, for a high fee, 
of a set of lawyers endeavoring to pick a hole in 
some honest man’s will. 

He had hoped we should have had other expo- 
sitions of national law than such as had gone 
forth. He concurred in opinion with those gen- 
tlemen who consider the militia as the true de- 
fence of the respective States and the people, not 
only against foreign invasions, but against the 
usurpations of the General Government. That 
the militia could be sent out of the limits of the 
United States, to make war, never entered into 
the minds of George Mason, Patrick Henry, 
James Madison, nor into the miud of any other 
eminent friend or enemy of the Constitution. 

If the doctrine of the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Caeves) were to be acted upon, 
and the best part of the militia were to be carried 
out of the United States, those that were left 
might not be able to stand against any aspiring 
chief who might arise out of a standing army; 
and our Government, which has in it a constant 
tendency towards hereditary monarchy, or rather 
absolute despotism, might thus be crushed and 
overturned. This, said Mr. R., proves the natu- 
ral death of every Government. Ambition may 
be kept down for a while by the throne being oc- 
cupied by a King Log ora King Stork; but make 
a military despot, and you have no countervailing 
foree. You slumber on the calm of despotism. 
Create a Government how you will, a wise man 
has said, some artful men will uniformly obtain 
the direction of it, and perpetuate it to them- 
selves and their families. And there exists in 
“ this Government, as there existed in the Consular 
Government of Rome, and the popular Govern- 
ment of Athens, a predisposition to change its 
nature; and it is only by a saluatary check that 
liberty can be perpetuated. Whatis this check ? 
Is it paper? No; it is power; the only thing 
which can qualify it. You may cover whole 
skins of parchment with limitations, but power 
alone can limit power. 

Mr. R. said, that the great and good man on 


| would remain among us without any distrust, like 
> so Many spies upon the whole country, until the 
- Presidential fiat should call them forth like the 
; men of Cadmus. 
The bill provides that the service of these vol- 
: unteers may be accepted in companies and brig- 
iades, so that some of the States may be deprived 
‘of their natural defence. He would name the 
‘ State of Delaware, for instance. No State would 
: be more exposed to be depredated upon, than the 
igallant little State of Delaware. Suppose this 
i State should make a tender of ten, or twenty 
i thousand men; and whilst they are marching in 
: search of foreign conquest, their own houses should 
! be burnt over the heads of their wives and chil- 
i dren! Would this be borne? 
But, perhaps, it will be said that the President 
lof the United States would have the prudence not 
Í to accept of the service of so many men from one 
i State—that he will make a judicious selection. 
i It is here that the cloven foot of this monstrous, 
; this anomalous, nondescript force, begins to show 
i itself. It gives to the President of the United 
i States the power to rally around his person an 
i effective disciplined force, commanded by officers 
i particularly attached to his person, to the amount 
` of thirty thousand men, drawn from different parts 
i of the Union. Could a project be devised better 
; calculated to enable an aspiring, ambitious Presi- 
i dent, to overturn the Constitution of this country ? 
Is it not the same kind of force that Aaron Barr 
‘(he asked pardon for mentioning his name, for 
: misfortune is entitled 10 respect) employed—mer- 
_eenaries, who hired themselves for a few dollars 
‘or noggins of gin, to execute the orders of their 
‘chief! If he were, however, to have a master, it 
j mattered little to him who he was. Figure tu 
; yourselves, said Mr. R., in place of the present 
i Chief Magistrate. an ardent, aspiring, ambitions 
| character in the Presidential chair, with a Swart- 
į wout ora Boliman for his military chief; he asked 
1 
E 


whether the liberties of the country, in such a sit- 
uation, would be safe? They certainly would 
| not. He would sooner give the Government 
i twenty-five thousand more regulars, than the 
i nondescript force proposed. 
i We held up our hands against the principle of 
j raising armies in former times. We had not then 


whom the destinies of this country depended | construed the Constitution to our own purpose, 
more than upon any other, never thought of this | This force is precisely of that kind of which a 
power of sending the militia out of the country. | President of the description which he had men- 
This question was never started in his time. And | tioned would wish to be possessed; and if it be 
he desired gentlemen to look again through the | thought impossible that such a character should 
volume which had been introduced, of the De- i ever get to the chair, we must have given up all 
bates in the Virginia Convention on the Consti- i our views of human nature. Such a man, with 
tution, and they would find nothing said of this! such a force, would find no difficulty of turning 
nondescript tertium quid kind of force of volun- | you out of this Hall aod fixing his heel upon your 
teers officered by the President of the United | neck. And the Commander-in-Chief of such an 
States. The Constitution knows only two kinds ' army, must be a greater bungler than any man 
of foree—an army and a militia. ‘ ought to be, less versed in political and military 
We know what armies are. We know that ; tactics than can well be supposed. if he does not 
this volunteer corps. which is wished by the gen- ` conclude his Canadian campaign by stepping ints 
tleman from Tennessee to be sent out cf the Uni- ' yonder house. [Pointing to the residence ef the 
ted States, cannot be considered in the light of a i President.] 
regular army. Public jealuusy would not be ex-; | Mr. R. said he had examined, with some atten- 
cited in the same degree, in respect to it. It, tion, the opinions expressed by geatlemen on both 


shall have no further occasion for them, a vote of 
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sides of the question in the Virginia Convention. | nation in armor; and therefore he wished to give 
He found not only no trace of the power lately | the Government an adequate force. He was un- 
attempted to be set up in this House, but he found | willing to call this force a militia, because he con- 
similar fears expressed to those which he enter- | sidered the militia‘to be a force which cannot be 
tained of a standing force and a military chief. | sent without the United States; it can be em- 
[Mr.R. quoted the sentiments of Mr. George Ma- | ployed only for the purpose prescribed in the Con- 
son and others, delivered in the Virginia Conven- | stitution. He was one of those who deemed the 
tion, on the Constitution, in confirmation of what | militia to be the bulwark of. the States, and he 
he had advanced ; and concluded, with a hope | should never be willing to surrender what he con- 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- | sidered asa State right. He considered the militia 
sachusetts would not prevail.] as intended to maintain the sovereignty of the 

Mr. Bacon proposed to vary his motion from ! States, not only against the encroachments of any 


‘twenty to twenty-five thousand men, As it was | foreign Power, but, if such should ever unhappily 


only three days since the House had passed a law |} arise, against the usurpation of the General Gov- 
for raising twenty-five thousand regular troops, he | ernment. It was unnecessary to enter into argu- 
hoped they should not so soon have been engaged | ments in support of this opinion, as it had already 
in any plan for putting them down. When we | been made sufficiently clear. He would add only 
; one reason to those already stated. 
Congress can put them down, in the same way | If the argument of the gentleman from South 
that they were raised. He wished the present | Carolina were correct, that the power to raise and 
force, to aid the army in.the internal defence of | employ armies, carries with it all the necessary 
the country, R powers to carry that general power into effect, it 
Mr. WivGery was opposed to this amendment. | would indeed be of vast magnitude. Let us look 
It was with reluctance that he at any time disa- | into the sovereign power in other countries. In 
greed with his colleague; but there is no man | Great Britain, all the rights of the people are 
who does not sometimes get wrong. ceded from the Crown. It will be recollected that 
If the gentleman had considered that we have | the Barons obtained from King John the great 
aseacoast of nearly two thousand miles, he would | Magna Charta, and afterwards the Bill of Rights. 
scarcely have wished to reduce the number of these | The people of that country, then, have norights but 
volunteers; and why should they he reduced? | such as are yielded tothem. Notsowithus. All 
They will be no expense until they are embodied | the power which our Governments possess is de- 
for service, and itmay be necessary, if we go to war, | rived from the people, who are the fountain of 
to repel invasion at points which we do not now | power. The people here make the Government, 
think of. But the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. | and not the Government the people. They made 
Raxvo.pa) is afraid our small army should over- | both the General and State Governments, and 
turn the Government; the gentleman surely does | gave to each such power as they judged proper. 
not recollect that we have a militia of between | Mr. N. thought a plain line of demarkation in 
seven and eight thousand men, or he would lay | respect to the powers of Congress, was to be found: 
aside his fears on this head. It was idle to talk | in the 8th section of the Ist article of the Constitu- 
in this way. tion: “ Congress is to raise and support armies.” 
Mr. Newson said, if we proceeded in this way, | He acknowledged this to be a sovereign power; 
endeavoring to raise spectres from the vasty deep, | but if there had been no limitation in respect to 
there would be no end to the present discussion. | this power in the Constitution, he should have 
It was his wish to put the nation in armor; andj; contended that Congress under this grant could 
he was sorry that, after having been ten weeks in į not have exercised the same power over the nili- 
session, a motion should now be made to reduce | tia that is bere given them over the army; as all 
the number of volunteers proposed to be raised by | power must be expressly given, otherwise it is re- 
this bill, from fifty thousand to twenty-five thou- | tained by the States, or the people. But the matter 
sand. Another provision was intended to locate | is put beyond doubt, by the clause which limits 
the employment of this force. Mr. N. was op- | the use of the militia to “executing the laws of 
posed to giving this bill the form ofa militia bill, the Union, suppressing insurrections, and repel- 
He wished’ to put the nation in a posture of de- | ling invasions.” 
fence—to put on strong armor. Hedid not wish | Congress is thus controlled in the exercise of the: 
to prescribe the manner in which these troops | power given them to raise and support armies; 
shall be used ; because the Constitution has placed | and the limitation of that power implied a sub- 
this power in other hands. It is the province | stantive grant of power in respect to the militia, 
of the Commander-in-Chief to employ this force | without limitation, 
as he thinks proper, under his Constitutional re- _ Mr. N. said he had been branded as lukewarm. 
sponsibility. When the question of war shall | in this business of putting the nation in a warlike 
come before the House, it would be necessary to | attitude; but without cause, for he was decidedly 
determine upon the particular measures to be pur- | in favor of taking every necessary step for this 
sued; but, until that question was before him, he | purpose. He considered the fifty thousand vol- 
should pledge himself to no particular course. He | unteers proposed to be raised by this bill as an ef- 
would look the demon in the face before he came | fective force; and the more so, as it will doubt- 
to grapple with him. less be carried almost unanimously. 
He had said,-that it was his object to put the It was to be regretted that it had gone abroad 
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that we are a divided people—that there are citi- 
zens among us hostile to the Government. He 
did ‘not believe this to be correct. The opinion 
was fostered by those who wished it to be true; 
but the report had no foundation in fact. He 
wished it dissipated. _ 

Mr. N. disliked standing armies as much as any 
one; and wished to avoid any measures which 
might in any way jeopardize our liberties. Ifthe 
course which the nation is now about to assume, 
had been taken years ago, our present calamities 
might have teen avoided. He did not believe 
that the regular force proposed to be raised, would 
be got in time. He believed the valunteers con- 
templated in this bill would come forward not 
only as militiamen, but as regulars, and he con- 
sidered them as less dangerous in this character 
than the standing troops. They will consist of 
the yeomanry, or the sons of the yeomanry of the 
country, whose rights and duties cannot be sepa- 
rated from those’ of their fellow-citizens; they 
leave their homes at the call of their country ; they 
do not take up the profession of soldiers for a sub- 
sistence, and do not remain long enough in the 
ranks to forget their wives and children; and 
when their services expire they will return to their 
own firesides with the same principles and feel- 
ings with which they leave them, ready to defend 
their respective States, with the arms which they 
have obtained in the service. í 

‘Mr. N. considered volunteer militia as another 
obret If the President were to call out these 
volunteers, it would put it out of the power of the 
State to interfere with them. He had formed an 
opinion that the bill which originally came from 
the Committee of Foreign Relations would be 
most effectual; the force would be less dangerous 
than an army, and more effective than militia. 
‘This is the kind of armor with which he wished 
to clothe the nation. He had made these remarks, 
to theend that the House migit reject the proposed 
amendment, with a view of afterwards making 
these volunteers the effective force so much to be 
desired. l 
Mr. Porter said the proposed amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts put the subject 
in a new point of view. In order to enable gen- 
tlemen to act in concert, and to afford an oppor- 
tunity to such gentlemen as might still wish to 
deliver their sentiments on the occasion, he moved 
an adjournment. 

The motinn was negatived, 86 to 11. 

After a few observations from Mr. Bigetow, in 
favor of retaining the militia principle in the bill, 
he again moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was again lost 44 to 38. 

The question on Mr. Bacon’s amendment was 
then put and negatived—yeas 11, nays 85, as 
follows: 

Yzas—Ezckiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, William 
Findley, James Fisk, Thomas Gholson, Felix Grundy, 
William R. King, Joseph Lewis, jun., Israel Pickens, 
Peter B. Porler, and William Strong. 

Naxs—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, Josiah 
Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, William 


Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, 
Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, Wm, 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Mat- 
thew Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, William Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph De- 
sha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Ilufty, Jolin M. 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Philip B. 
Key, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
George C. Maxweil, Thomas Moore, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, William McCoy, Alexander McKim, Arùnah 


| Metcalf, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah 


Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New- 
ton, Stephen Ormsby, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, 
John Randolph, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, Jno, 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rod- 
man, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
John Smilie, Geo. Smith, John Smith, Richard Stan- 
ford, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, 
David R. Williams, William Widgery, Thomas Wil- 
son, and Robert Wright. 

The question was then taken on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole on the amendments 
reported, which was carried by a large majority, 
It being late, the House adjourned without taking 
a question on the bill’s being engrossed for a third 
reading. 


Weonespay, January 15. 


Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill to amend the 
laws within the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice and committed to a Committee of the 
whole House on Monday next. ` 


IMPRESSMENT OF AMERICAN SEAMEN, 


Mr. Connir understood a gentleman as saying, 
in the course of the debate which had lately taken 
place, when speaking of the impressment of our 
seamen by the British vessels of war, that had not 
our Government asked too much they might have 
obtained redress. He therefore moved the fol- 
lowing resolution, in order to get some informa- 
tion on the subject: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to furnish this House with copies of the 
instructions heretofore given to our Minister at London, 
on the subject of the impressment of American seamen 
into the naval service of Great Britain, excepting so 
much as it may be improper to disclose, on account of 
any pending negotiation.” 

Mr. Newron saw no necessity for this resolu- 
tion, as he believed all the information which the 
Executive possessed on this subject, had been laid 
before Congress and printed. He would mention 
one circumstance to show that the pretence which 
Great Britain makes for the impressment of our 
seamen is without foundation. Our right to nat- 
uralize foreigners is established by our Constitu- 
tion; and if a late publication of that country, 
“Abbott on Shipping,” be referred to, it will ap- 
pear, that any foreigner who shall remain in the 
British navy three years, or marry a wife in Eng- 
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land, shall become a subject of that country; so 
that while they make subjects of our citizens, they 
deny us the rights of making citizens of their sub- 


jects. Ordered to lie on the table. | 


question ìs, can Congress, by law, constitution- 
ally authorize a company, battalion, regiment, | 
brigade, or division of State militia, under the 
command of the Governor of the State to which 
they belong, without first applying to him, to 


VOLUNTEER CORPS. transfer themselves from his command, and with- 

The House resumed the consideration of the ; out his order or consent, and put themselves un- 
bill to authorize the President of the United States | der the command of the President? He thought 
to accept and organize certain volunteer military | not. You may as well designate a. particular 
corps; and the question recurring on engrossing | company, regiment, &c., of State militia by name. 
the bill for a third reading, | You may as well, for instance, authorize the Pres- 
Mr. Breztow observed, that when he rose yes- ‘ ident to call into the service of the United States, 
terday, it was at so late an hour, that he felt un- i the first brigade of the militia of Massachusetts, 
willing to detain the House by stating in full his | without the orders or consent of their commander- 
objections to the constitutionality of the bill. He in-chief, the Governor of the Commonwealth. 
would now ask the indulgence of the House while | This bill, if passed as it now is, destroysall mili- 
he stated them more distinctly. He-regretted that | tary order and subordination. ‘A. colonel of a re- 
he. was not better prepared; that he had not had | giment might as well issue his orders to the lieu- 


more time to examine the subject in a point of 


view which had but recently occurred to his | 


mind. ' 

His objections, he said, were to that part of the 
bill, which provides, “That where any company, 
‘battalion, regiment; brigade, or division of militia 
‘already organized, shall tender their voluntary 
‘service tothe United States, such company, bat- 
‘talion, regiment, brigade, or division, shall conti- 


tenant, instead of the captain of a company. 
He observed that he had heard it stated as a 
fact, that the Secretary of War, in a late case, 


| issued general orders to an inferior officer of the 


army, ənd that officer, for communicating them, 
without consulting his superior officer, was ar- 
rested, and if the fact were so, very properly’ 
arrested. 

These principles, he said, were recognised by 


‘nue to be commanded by the officers holding com- } Congress in 1797 and 1798. In the act of, June 


t missions in the same;” that ís to say, they shall | 
act under State commissions. ! 
. By the Constitution, he said, but two descrip- | 
tions of foreeare contemplated. Itspeaks of two 
only. One is an army, or regular force, which is 
the only proper force of the United States, which 
force the Constitution authorizes Congress to 
taise when necessary. The other is the militia 
of the several States, not of the United States. 
There is no such force as the militia of the Uni- 
ted States; they are the militia of the States to 
which they respectively belong. As proof of this, | 
he read that clause in the Constitution, which 
says, “The President shall be commander-in- 
ehief of the army and navy of the United States 
and of the militia of the several States, when 
ealled into the actual service of the United States.” 
Thus, said he, the militia are by the Constitution 
emphatically recognised as the militia of the sev- 
eral States. 
` The troops, or, as they are termed, the volun- 
teers, contemplated to be raised by this bill, must | 
come within one of the above description of | 
forces. They must either be part of the army of į 
the United States, or of the militia of the several | 
States, or they are not a description of force j 
authorized by the Constitution, ; 
Are they, then, an army or regular force of the | 
United States 2 He trusted no gentleman would 
contend that a company, battalion, regiment, &c., 
commanded by officers holding State commis- 
sions, were aregular force of the United States. 
If they come within either of the descriptions, 
they must be considered as belonging to the mili- 
tia of the several States, and, until called into ac- 
tual service, under the command of the Execu- 
tives of the States to which'they respectively be- 
Jong. Considering them, then, as militia, the 


| ted States. 


24, 1797, authorizing a detachment of the militia 
from the several States, the President was em- 
powered to authorize the Executives of the several 
States, if they judged it expedient, to accept as part 
of the quota of the State, any independent corps 
of cavalry, artillery, or infantry, who might volun- 
teer their services. The Congress of that day did 
not think of calling out the militia of the several 
States, but through the medium of the Execu- 
tives thereof, who, by the constitutions of the se- 
veral States, are their commanders-in-chief, until 
they are called into the actual service of the Uni- 
By the act of May 28, 1798, for rais- 
ing a provisional army, the President was author- 
ized, in addition to the 10,000 troops to be raised 
by that act, in the event of a declaration of wat 
against the United States, or of actual invasion of 
their teirritory by a foreign Power, or of imminent 
danger of such invasion discovered in bis opinion 
to exist, to accept of any company or companies 
of volunteers, either of artillery, cavalry, or infan- 
try, and whose commissioned officers the Presi- 
dent was authorized to appoint. 

The fact is, said he, that there is no such de- 
scription of foree as volunteers; they are not 
known to the Constitution. All troops command- 
ed by officers commissioned by the President, 
whether raised by individual enlistment, or’ by 
enlistments by companies, &c., are all regulars; 
they are the Army of the United States. If they 
are commanded by officers holding State commis- 
sions, they are the militia of the State, and, until 
called into aetual service of the United States, 
under the command of the Executive of the State 
to which they belong. If you would call them 
into service, you must do it through the medium 
of the Governors of the several States: you can 
do it in no other way. 
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For these reasons, he said, he was strongly im- 
pressed with the opinion, that the bill was alto- 
géther unconstitutional, and cxpressed a wish 
that others of more ability, and who had paid 
more attention to the subject, would investigate it. 
Mr. Lacock holding an opinion on the bill be- 
fore the Committee somewhat different from any 
which he, had heard delivered, he would take the 
liberty of expressing it. 
` The bill has assumed a shape which makes the 
force to be raised under it, a militia force. The 
officers and soldiers will be State troops; but 


i the militia, and for governing such part of them 

as may be employed in the service of the Uni- 
‘ted States, reserving to the States, respectively, 
‘ the appointment of officers, and the authority of 
‘training the militia, according to the discipline 
‘ prescribed by Congress.” 

These clauses of the Constitution show how 
the disposition and government of the militia is 
divided between the Genéral and State Govern- 
ments; and this volunteer force would be partly 
under the direction of the State Governments, 
and partly under the General Government. Their 
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when embodied and in the field, they will be a | officers will be appointed by the State Govern- 
component part of the Army of the United States. | ments; but when embodied and in service, they 
The bill, as first reported by the Committee of | might, in his opinion, be marched wherever the 
Foreign Relations, contemplated the appointment ; General Government thought proper, for the gen- 
of the officers of this volunteer corps by the Pres- | eral defence of the country. 
ident of the United States. This, it was thought,| There is, said Mr. L., an evident distinction be- 
might prove a dangerous patronage placed in the | tween a volunteer and a regular soldier; the for- 
President; the present bill had been therefore in- ; mer does not part with his civic character, until 
troduced, leaving the choice of the officers to the | he takes the field; the latter, the moment he en- 


several State Governments, or to the people, 
agreeably to the practice of each. He thonght 
this the most desirable course; and it would cer- 
tainly be more agreeable to the men to serve 


under officers whom they knew, than under | 


strangers. 

But; it appears, we are met on the threshold 
with Constitutional objections, It is said, that 
when these troops are raised, it will not be in the 

ower of the President to march them out of the 
imits of the United States. He thought this a 
question proper to be determined by the President, 
rather than by this House. Itis the duty of Con- 


‘lists into the service. 
| Congress is prohibited “from making any ap- 
propriation of money for the support of armies 
‘for a longer term than two years.” There is no 
mention made of appropriations for the militia; 


of course, it must be presumed, that the militia 


are considered, when in service, as a part of the. 


army, otherwise Congress would have no author- 
ity at all for supporting the militia. 

Under any other construction of the Constitu- 
tion, this force would, indeed, be of an anomalous 
nature. Figure to yourselves, said Mr. L., a vic- 
torious army, driving the enemy before it, com- 


gress to declare war, raise and support armies; | ing to the territorial lines of the United States! 


and of the Executive to employ them: but, as 
gentlemen have offered opiuious on this question, 
he would declare his. 

The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Ma- 
con) had correctly stated what were the rights 
vested in the State and General Governments; 
but he, Mr. L., drew different conclusions from 
the facts which he had stated, from what that 
gentleman had done. He says, that wherever a 
power was placed, before the adoption of the Fed- 
eral Constitution, it still remained, unless it was 
taken away by that instrument; and that before 
the formation of the General Government, each 
State, being’sovereign, had a right to march their 
militia wherever they pleased. But the question 
is, who has at this time thisright ? The Consti- 
tution gives to Congress the power of declaring 
war, raising and supporting armies. The war- 


Shall the victors stop precisely at that spot? 
: Shall this line be a wall of fire to them? And 
thus leave the enemy in perfect security ? Is this 
to be the situation in which the militia of this 

country are to be placed? A militia which has 
| always been considered as the great bulwark, and 

the best defence of the country? That they shall 
l only act at home, in the petty business of “ exe- 
| cuting the laws, suppressing insurrections, and re- 
pelling invasions ?” He thought differently ; he 
considered the militia our best reliance for defence 
both at home and abroad. And in proportion as 
yeu lower the consequence of the militia, you 
, raise that of standing armies; because if the rili- 
l tia cannot be employed out of the United States, 
| the larger army will be necessary. 
The celebrated George Mason, whose opinions 
had already been introduced into this debate, has 


making power is expressly delegated in this sec- | predicted, “ that the militia would be in danger of 


tion; and it is besides declared “that no State | being destroyed from not being employed.” 


He 


shall engage in war, unless actually invaded, or | was fearful that we were about to realize his pre- 
in such imminent danger as will not admit of de- ! dictions ; as the opinions now entertained respect- 


lay” The whole physical power of the nation is 
thus placed under the control of the General Gov- 


ernment; and the subsequent provisions of the | 


‘Constitution are declaratory of the manner in 
which minor powers are to be executed by Con- 
gress. Congress is “to provide for calling forth 
“tbe militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
f suppress insurrections, and repel invasions; to 
t provide fur organizing. arming, and disciplining 


ing them are far from being caleulated to foster 
their military pride. 
But suppose, said Mr. L., this construction of 


itia can be employed only for suppressing insur- 
rections, repelling invasions, &c. 


| the Constitution is not a correct one, and the mil- 
i 


What is an in- 


ivasion? He believed this nation had been inva- 


ded for many years past. He believed it was in- 
vaded in the butchery of Pierce, in the destruction 


an 
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committed on board the Chesapeake, in the slaugh- | turn of that politeness. He was sorry he could 
ter of our citizens on the Wabash, &c. He looked | not acknowledge the same obligation to the hon- 
upon all these acts of violence as invasions of our | orable gentleman from Virginia,(Mr. RANDOLPH.)’ 
country’s rights; for he considered our vessels at j ‘That honorable gentleman had been pleased to 
sea as a part of our territory, and as an extension { say, that the construction for which he, Mr. C., 
of it; and every citizen taken from these vessels, : had contended, was supported by such arguments 
as so many invasions. Was it not an invasion! as a lawyer would use in support of an iadict- 
of Denmark, when the British so disgracefully de-! ment. Mr. C. said, he did not know whether the 
stroyed the fleet at Copenhagen? Or, ifthe Brit- honorable gentleman meant this as argument or 
ish were to make an attack upon our vessels lying j sarcasm. 
in the Chesapeake or Potomac, would not that be! (Mr. Ranvauen said he did not allude to Mr, 
considered as an invasion? He believed it would; | C.; he was not in the House when he delivered his 
and that, for every man taken from on board our | argument. | : . 
vessels, we had a right to carry an army in the: Mr. Cueves said he thanked the gentleman for 
enemy’s territory, wherever we could assail it, the declaration, and proceeded. It was necessary 
We have heard much of theory, said Mr. L., ón ! briefly to state the argument which he had before 
this subject ; let us look at the practical part of it. j submitted to the House. He had urged that, in 
Seventy-five thousand men, in addition to our | relation to the subject under consideration the 
present force, are deemed sufficient for the ob-! General Government was a National not a Fede- 
ject in view, viz: twenty-five thousand regulars; ral Government, and that it was such because it 
and fifty thousand volunteers. If the volunteers | operated not on the States, but immediately on 
were to be considered in the light of a regu- | the persons and property of the people.: That a 


lar force, it would be draining the militia of this 

number of men; and the only difference between 

them would be the expense. If you offer an ad- 

ditional inducement to enter the service, you 

thereby add to the expense. When gentlemen 

speak of this volunteer corps as regulars, they 

seem not to consider that they are drawn from 

the body of militia; for he knew not where else ! 
they could come from, except in imitation of the! 
British, we were to purchase them from some 

German Prince. 

Gentlemen who are prepared.to vote for a large 
standing army, and thereby place in the hands of 
the President. great patronage, will vote against 
this bill, They will also greatly increase the 
public debt, which some think a public: blessing ; 
they will also lay a foundation for direct taxes and | 
excises of every kind. But, as he wished, as| 
much as possible, to avoid all these things, he i 
should vote for the bill. j 

Mr. Cuevas said, he rose with great reluctance 
to throw himself again upon the attention of the! 
House, but every one who had heard the discus- 
sion and observed the misconceptions which had 
been entertained on the subject of his argument i 
the other day, would see that he could not remain | 
silent. He was at first astonished at the alarm | 


National Government which had the power to de- 
clare and make war, had, as an attribute of that 
sovereign power, unless it were expressly taken 
away, the power to call forth the people, the phy- 
sical strength of the nation, to carry oa the war— 
that this power was exclusively vested in the 
General Government, and that the Constitution 
contained no limitation of the power. That the 
clause relative to invasion was a further grant of 
power, and applied to a state of things existing at 
atime when Congress had not exercised the 
power, of declaring war. His argument.was not, 
as it had been represented, an argument in favor 
of constructive powers. The power for which he 
contended was claimed as a power expressly 
granted. It was expressed in the power to declare 
and make war. It might perhaps be called an in- 
cidental power, but it could not therefore be called 
a constructive power. There is not, said Mr. ©., 
a power in the Constitution which can be render- 
ed practical without incidental powers. It has 
been said, that by one of the amendments of the 
Constitution, it is provided, that powers not dele- 
gated to the United States are reserved to the 
States, but this amendment is not correctly quot- 
ed. It declares that powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 


which appeared to be excited on the other side of | by it to the States, are reserved to the States. 
the House. He was quite unable to conceive why | Now the right of declaring and making war, is 
a doctrine altogether popular; why a doctring cal- | prohibited to the States, and unless you can ex- 
culated to increase State power and State sccuri-; tinguish that attribute of sovereignity, by which 
ty; why a doctrine calculated to supply the place į the sovereign of a country is not only authorized, 
of standing armies by the militia of the country, | but, when necessary, required to call out the peo- 
should excite alarm for the safety of the liberties) ple for the purpose of making war, it must be in 
of the citizen or the rights of the States. He,| the General Government. It has been said that 
however, recollected that the gentlemen were all: the powers of the General Government were not 
eloquent gentlemen, accustomed to debate—he | sovereign, but limited. This was to deny the ex- 
immediately perceived that it was an art of their! istence of any sovereignity which is limited as to 
its objects, than which nothing is, however, more 
commou. But there is an authority on this point 


difficulty. ‘There was, indeed, a little too much of 


mock heroic in this apparent excitement and 
alarm ; but the gentlemen had treated the argu- 
ment and the speaker with respect, for which he 
thanked them, and for which he owed them a re- 


oratory, and found in this a ready solution of, J 


which, Mr. C. supposed, would not be controvert- 
ed by the gentleman, (Mr. Prrxin,) who urged 
this argument. He meant Mr. HamiLton’s ar- 
gument on the constitutionality of the Bank of 
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the United States. Here Mr. C. read the 
ing extract from that werk: 


“The circumstance thatthe powers of sovereignty 
are, in this country, divided between the National and 
State governments, docs not afford the distinction re- 
quired. It does not follow from this that each of the 
portions of power delegated to the one or to the other, 


sovereign power as to its declared purposes and trusts, | 


because its power does not extend to all laws, would 
he equally to deny that the State Governments have 
sovereign power in any case, hecause their power does 
not extend to every case.” 


It was said by the same gentleman that the 
writers contemporaneous with the adoption, and 
the debates of ithe several conventions on the 
adoption of the Constitution, repelled the con- 
struction now contended for; but that gentleman 
bad not produced, nor had any other gentleman 
produced a sentence to that effect, except the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Gronpy.) who 
read from the Virginia debates, in the argu- 
ment of Mr. Nicholas, a detached sentence, in 
which, speaking of that article of the Constitu- 
tion which gives power to Congress “to provide 


for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of | stitution had intended to 


the Unton, suppress insurrections, and repel inva- 
sions,” he says, “they cannot call them forth for 
any other purpose than to execute the laws, sup- 

ress insurrections, and repel invasions.” But 
Mr. Madison, in the same dehate, says “ the most 
‘ effectual way to guard against a standing army 
‘is, to render it unnecessary ; the most effectual 
£ way to render it unnecessary is, to give the Gen- 
‘eral Government full power to call forth the 


that, taken cither way, the argument proves noth- 


‘stitution does not embrace this power, as the 
j framers of it probably intended to prevent wars 
i for foreign conquest, and, therefore, did not au- 
| thorize Congress to send the militia out of the 
United States. Admit the premises, said Mr. C., 
and the conclusion will not follow. A contrary 
conclusion, it is contended, may be more fairly 
drawn. This question seems to depend on anoth- 
er: What force is best calculated for foreign con- 
| quest, a regular army or the militia? For if you 
employ the militia, you so far render unnecessary 
' a regular army; and if you preclude the use of 
the militia, you render necessary a regular army. 
But, it will not be denied that a regular army is 
best calculated to make foreign conquest; and it 
seems to follow, that, if the framers of the Con- 
prevent foreign conquest, 
they would not have limited the use of militia.. 
It is said that the silence of contemporaneous 
writers, and of the debates on the Constitution at 
the time of its adoption, proves it was pot in- 
tended to grant this power; but, here again, it 
should seem the opposite conelusion is stronger 
and clearer. Let gentlemen refiect on the num- 
berless imaginary objections which were urged 
at that time, for which there was not the shadow 


‘militia, and exert the whole natural strength of | of foundation, and then ask themselves whether 


‘the Union when necessary.” Now, if the one 
quotation be an authority against the power, the 
other is as strongly in favor of it. But both 
were uscd in reference to the matter then under 
consideration, and neither can fairly be applied 
to the question now before the House. That con- 
tinues to stand on the ground on which all Con- 
stitutional questions ought exclusively to stand— 
except so far as collateral circumstances may be 
admitted for purposes of elucidation—the terms 
of the Constitution itself. It had been said that 
Congress had no greater power over the militia 
in time of war than in time of peace; but it ap- 
pears to me. said Mr. C., that it might almost as 
well be denied that there was any distinction be- 
tween war and peace. It had been urged that 
Congress had no power under the Constitution 
to make appropriations for the support of an army 
for more than two years, and that, if Congress 
had power to use the militia ina foreign war, 


| this construction (which appears to be admitted 
[by some gentlemen in debate, and which has been 
distinctly denied by none, to be authorized by the 
power to declare and make war, unless restrained 
by other clauses of the Constitution) would have 
been passed over in silence had it not been clearly 
understood to be granted. Is it to be believed it 
would have escaped the “lynx-eyed Patrick Hen- 
ry,” to use an expression of the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Ranpoupu,) hed he not considered 
it as necessarily and clearly granted. This silence, 
Mr. C. said, appeared to him to be an argument 
| exceedingly strong in favor of that construction 
| for which he contended. 
| But the argument, said Mr. C., which gentle- 
| men urge with most zeal is, the danger of this 
| construction to personal liberty and the indepen- 
j dence of the States; and this argument, as far as 
he could consider gentlemen serious, he viewed 
with astonishment. His construction was so ob- 


they might make appropriations for their support ; viously calculated to increase, and not to dimin- 
for an indefinite time, and the Constitution would | ish the security of the States; to secure, and not 
be evaded. Mr. C. said he had formed no settled | to endanger the liberties of the people, that it did, 
opinion whether the militia which might be called | indeed, seem extraordinary that gentlemen should 
into the service of the United States in time of | have fallen upon the idea of danger to the liber- 
war, would be embraced under that clause of the | ties of the States and the people as an argument 
Constitution which gives power to Congress “ to | against it. He contended that the militia acling 
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under commissions from the States, should be 
used, instead of regular troops acting under com- 
missions from the United States, and gentlemen, 
by a kind of inverse logic, infer that this will en- 
danger the independence of the States. Again, 
Mr. C. said, he contended that the people them- 
selves sbould constitute the military strength of 
the Union in time of war, and gentlemen had 
concluded that this endangered the liberties of 
the people. But it was feared if the General 
Government had power to march any part of the 
militia out of the United States, it might march 
the whole of the militia of a State out of the 
State, and place a standing army in their stead. 
Bat the same danger to the State would exist un- 


Mr. Netson observed that from. the general 
scope of the remarks of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Cueves,) it appeared as if he.con- 
sidered those who differed from him in opinion, . 
as hostile to the militia. It was because he, Mr. 
N., was a friend of the militia and an advocate 
| of State rights, that he maintained the opinion 

that the United States, has no right to send this, 
species of troops out of the limits of the United 
| States. ie : 
| Mr. N. did not believe that the framérs of our 
| Constitution had any idea of providing the means 
of extending the territory of this country by for- 
t 


eign war. If he might be permitted to form an 
opinion from the debates which took place about 


der the acknowledged powers of Congress, But! the time of the adoption of the Constitution, and, 
is it possible, said Mr. C., that any Government, | the practice contemporary with those debates, he 
or apy man, intending to assail the independence ; should supposea thirst for extending our territory 
of a State, or the liberties of a people,. would | and dominion had not then taken place—the sen- 
equip and qualify for war the whole of that very | timent had never entered into the minds of the 
people? Though sent beyond their own territo- | patriots of those days—their leading object evi- 
rial limits, their homes and their families wouid | dently was, to secure the happiness of the people 


remain behind, and urge them, by these strong 
ties, to return, armed with greater power, and 
fired with vengeance to expel the usurper. What 


within the then United States. 
But if the people of the United States are to be 
engaged in a war, for foreign conquest, the Con- 


regular army could resist such assailants, urged | stitution gives them no power to use the militia 


by such motives ? 

But, it is said, this power might be abused, and 
the people oppressed by a grievous and burden- 
some service. ‘That if they can be sent out of 


for thispurpose. They must make use of an army. 


i for obtaining their end. He was no foe of the 
| militia, when he considered them as the natural 
i 


defence of the United States, when he contend- 


the United States, they may be sent to Jamaica | ed that the people of the United States never con- 
or the East Indies, to China or Japan. No, said | templated that the General Government, should 
Mr. C., no free Government dare practise such an | draw them out of the limits of the Union. He. 
abuse of such a power. You have the security. j protested against the grant of sovereign powers 
of a free Government, and it is the best and only | to that Government. He denied the authority 
security you can have. The possible abuse of | of the writers, upon whom the gentleman from 


the power cannot be fairly urged against its use. 
Were you thus to reason, you would proscribe 
as wicked and dangerous our holy religion itself. 
Have not its abuses lit up the flames of persecu- 
tion? Have they not fattened the soil with in- 


South Carolina had founded his opinions—they 
are doctrines calculated for despotic Governments 
or limited monarchies, where the people possess 
no power but what they derive from the Govern- 
ment, and not for this country. The people of 


nocent blood? But am I, therefore, said Mr. C., | this country made their own governments; and 
to cease to be a Christian? Itis said that, in | in establishing the General Government, they 
England, under a monarchy, the militia cannot | gave it no more power than is expressed in the 


be marched out of the Kingdom. This is a mis- 
take. The Government has the power, and it is 


by statute that the King is restrained from the 


exercise of a power which he would otherwise 
have. Every Government has this power, and 
has exercised it. Was not Rome free? Yet, 
were not the Roman legions marched out of the 


Roman territory? Was Athens—were any of 


the Grecian States free? Yet, were not their 
citizeus marched out of their own territories? 
Ts there an instance in history of a Government 
which, in time of war, could not march its citi- 
zens beyond its territorial limits? This power, 
it will be admitted, must rest either in the Union 
orin the States, and, as they are equally and fair- 
ly represented in the General Government, their 
danger is not increased by placing it there. Asit 
respected State rights, Mr. C. said, he would only 
add that he did not expect these zealous exertions 
in their defence from his honorable friends over 
the way. `’ ; 
Mr. Key spoke in reply to Mr. Cueves. 


Constitution; those powers which are not ex- 
; pressly given, or are not necessary to carry those 
| powers into execution, being reserved to the 

States or the people. 
If the power given to Congress to declare war, 
carries with it all the consequences, whether di- 
rect or indirect, he asked why the power to raise 
and support armies was given in the next sec- 
| tion? Congress could notearry on war without 

armies. To his mind, it appeared clear, that the 
į framers of the Constitution meant that nothing 
should be left for construction. They first give 
the power to declare war, and then the power to 
raise and support armies. 

But the argument of the gentleman in relation 
to the militia is still more extraordinary. He 
says the power given to Congress to declare war, 
gives them the right of using the whole physical 
force of the country; and that if nothing had 
been said respecting the militia, it would, of 
course, have been used as a part of that physical 
force. But Mr. N. contended that if the Consti- 
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tution had been silent as to the militia, that Con- 
gress would have had no power over them. Mr. 
N: knew not whence the gentleman from South | 
Carolina bad derived his opinion, that invasion is 
not war, and that therefore the militia may be 
called out to repel invasion in time of peace. He 
asked the gentleman if it were not expressly laid 
down by the writers on the law of nations, that a 
nation may consider an invasion as an act of war, 
and in consequence, take up arms and declare | 
war against the nation thus offending? It could 
not be denied. 

But it was said, insurrection is not war. Mr. 
N. considered invasion as foreign war, and rebel- | 
lion as the worst species of war, civil war. This | 


was conclusive evidence to hiin, that the framers 
of the Constitution did not intend that the militia 
should be called upon except in the three cases 
particularly enumerated. , 

Mr. N. had already said, that he did not con- 
sider tbe doctrine of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, respecting sovereign power, as applica- 
ble to this country. | 

What, asked Mr. N. would be the consequences | 
which would flow from a doctrine of this kind ? 
Is not the power given to the Executive to make 
treaties as much a sovereign power as the power 
of declaring war given to Congress? And will 
it be said that the Executive has the- power of 
doing everything necessary to make treaties obli- 
gatory ? He supposed not; it would certainly 
be conceded that this House has the right to con- 
trol the treaty-making power, by granting, or re- 
fusing to grant the necessary appropriations for 
carrying treaties into effect. And Congress has 
the same kind of check upon the army after it is 
raised, by their appropriations being confined to 
two years. 

He was therefore decidedly of opinion, that 
the Government of the United States has no con- 
trol over.the militia, except-in the cases enume- 
rated ; and if the object of gentlemen be to make 
foreign conquest with these voluntecrs, he should 
lift up his hand against the bill; because he 
thought it unnecessary to bring into being a foree 
which cannot be used for the object proposed. 
But it was said that this force might be used for 
internal defence. He wished, however, to seize 
the present moment for raising an effective force, 
before the ardor which exists in the public mind 
be evaporated ; for, if the enthusiasm of the peo- 
ple be suffered to subside, when Congress shall 
attempt to raise an effective force, they may find 
it too late to effect their purpose. 

Mr. Pickens moved to amend the Dill, by pro- 
viding a force of twenty-five thousand men, to 
be officered by the President, as proposed in the 


of a number of volunteers, not exceeding the num- 
ber mentioned in the bill. He might therefore 
accept of such a number of each kind of force, as 
he might judge it expedient to have employed. 
For, gentlemen must see, that, if after these fifty- 
thousand volunteers shall be imbodied, the Pres» 
ident should decide that he has no power to em- 
ploy them for the object contemplated, the coun- 
try will be in an awkward situation. He thought 
there was safety in his proposition. 

As toany danger to be apprehended from a 
force of this kind, he thought it was in vain to 
attempt to engage in a war, if such an idea could 
be entertained for a moment. There may come 
a time when a large standing army would be dan- 
gerous to the liberties of the country; but the 
present is certainly not that time. 

Mr. Auston would vote against the amend- 
ment proposed by his colleague ; because he sub- 
scribed to the doctrine of the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Caeves;) if he thought dif- 
ferently, he should have supported this amend- 
ment. Because, all who believe that this force 
cannot be marched beyond the limits of the Uni-. 
ted States, must know that it will be an ineffi- 
cient force; and hecould not see on what ground 
such gentlemen can withhold their support to 
this proposition. To him there appeared no 
doubt, that when a declaration of war was made, 
Congress had the power to use such part of the 
physical force of the country as they might judge 
expedient. Suppose, said Mr. A., war was de- 
clared for an infraction of our rights without the 
United States. Suppose, for instance, that the 
Spanish Government should insist upon holding 
Mobile, would Congress have no power to march 
a part of the militia of the country thither? He 
thought sucha power had never been questioned. 
He had no doubt of it, and therefore should vote 
against the amendment. : 

Mr. McKee thought it unfortunate that this 
question had been brought before the House. 
But as it had been discussed, and different opin- 
ions expressed upon it, he wished the question to 
be fairly met and decided ; otherwise gentlemen 
will vote for the bill with different views, some 
with an expectation that the force may be em- 
ployed abroad, and others with a directly contrary 
opinion. 

Mr. Smuuie said, if gentlemen were determined 
to rely upon a regular force, they had certainly 
a right to take their own course ; but he thought 
a standing force of thirty-five thousand men was 
sufficient—he was for keeping the bill as it 
stands. 

Mr. Rozerts observed, that in the course of 
this discussion, different opinions had been ex- 


original bill. He wished to provide a force that ! pressed as to the employment of this force. It 
could unquestionably be used against the British | was his opinion that this corps might be used 
possessions, The force contemplated by the| wherever it was wanted; but il it were not to be 
present bill, is, at least, of a doubtfulnature. The | so used, a less number of men would be necessary. 
best talents of the House had been displayed on | It was truly a matter of Executive discretion, 
both sides of the question. He could see no ob- ; still it was desirable to have a definite vote on the 
jection to the course which he proposed, as full| subject. He thought it would be best to take the 
discretion is left with the Executive to raise the | sense of the House on the question, whether this 
whole force, or not. He is authorized to accept! force could, or could not be marched out of the 
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United States. If the gentleman from North 
Carolina would.consent to withdraw his motion, 
he would bring forward one to try that question. 

Mr. Porvrer hoped the gentleman from North 
Carolina would withdraw his motion, that the 
question might be putin the shape proposed by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. He could 
‘fot subscribe to’ the opinion that it was im- 
proper for this House to decide for what object 
-this force was to be applied. He thought it the 
duty of Congress to keep in view the object for 
which they were legislating. If the business of 
this House was to be dwindled down and pro- 
tracted by long speeches, he should be for return- 
ing back to the State governments, and get them 
to protect our rights. 

What, said he, is the object of all our military 
preparations? The object has been repeatedly 
avowed to be to retaliate on Great Britain the in- 
juries which she has inflicted upon our maritime 
rights, by an invasion of her provinces, as the 
only quarter in which she is vulnerable. How 
are we to effect our purpose? The Senate says, 
with twenty-five thousand regular troops. This 
had been agreed to. But have we got them? On 
paper only; and, my word for it, said Mr. P., it 
will take a considerable time to raise the men; 

: and ‘before this can be done, our enemy will have 
blocked up all the avenues to Canada with regu- 
lar troops, veteran troops, inured to human 
slaughter. 

Mr. P. knew something of Canada; he lived 
near its borders—his house was within gunshot 
of its lines. He had, therefore, a right to know 
what was the intention of Congress ; for the first 
attack of the enemy would doubtless be upon him 
and his constituents. He wished not to raise an 
army that could not be effectively employed. He 

* wanted to know whether we are to make effective 
war or not; and the question was to him a seri- 
ous one. He hoped the present motion would 
therefore be withdrawa. 

‘ Mr. Pickens withdrew his amendment; and 

Mr. Rogerts moved the following: “that this 

`t corps shall perform duty at any place in which 
‘the army may be directed to act by the proper 
* authority.” f 

Mr. Key moved to amend the amendment, by 
adding the words, “at any place within the Uni- 
ted States,” alleging that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania was not sufficiently 
explicit to decide the principle. i 

And the question being taken thereon, it was 
negatived—yeas 34, nays 80, as follows: 

Yzas—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Ba- 
ker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breckenridge,. Martin 
Chittenden, William Ely, Asa Fitch, Thomas Ghol- 
gon, Thomas R. Gold, Felix Grundy, Aylett Hawes, 
Richard Jackson, jr., Philip B. Key, William R. King, 


Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Liv- 


ingston, Samuel McKee, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh 
Nelson, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, Peter B. Por- 


ter, William Recd, Henry M. Ridgely, Daniel Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Semuel Taggart, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 


and Thomas Wilson. 


Nays—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, David 


Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C.. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 


Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, 


William Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Sam- 


uel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Findley, James 


Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling 
Halt, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, John 
M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Ab-, 
ner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William’ 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William 
McCoy, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metealf, Samuel 
L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, John Ran- 
dolph, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, Wiiliam Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Scybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, Peleg Tallman, John 
Taliaferro, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Robert Whitehill, David R. 
Williams, William Widgery, and Robert Wright. 


A motion was then madeaby Mr. McKim to 


amend the amendment proposed by Mr. ROBERTS, 
by inserting after the said word “ place,” 
words “within, or out of the United States 
And, debate arising, i 
called for by Mr. Smium, and, being demanded 
by one-fifth of the members present, an adjourn- 
ment was called for, and carried. ; 


the 
» 


the previous question was 


Trurspay, January 16. 
Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 


lic Lands, presented a bill authorizing thé Beere- 
tary of the Treasury to locate the lands reserved 
for the use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 


Territory ; which was read twice, and committed 


toa Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 


Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Post Offices 


and Post Roads, presented 2 bill to alter and es- 


tablish certain post roads; which was read twice, 


and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 


Monday next. ; 

A Message, received from the President of the 
United States yesterday, was read, transmitting 
an account of the contingent expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year 1811, incurred on the occa~ 
sion of taking possession of the territory limited 
eastwardly by the river Perdido, and amounting 
to three thousand three hundred and ninety-six 
dollars. ; 

Another Message, received from the President 
of the United States yesterday, was read, trans- 
raitting to the House a report of the Secretary of 
State, complying with their resolution of the 29ih 
of November, of American seamen impressed into 
the service of Foreign Powers. : 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 


from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report, 
in obedience to a resolution of the 19th ultimo, 
requesting the President of the United States to 
cause to 


be laid before the House a statement of 
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the capital employed in the Indian trade, the | of every kind for the Army, ought to be a man 
amount of annual purchases, sales, and articles | well acquainted with mercantile concerns. 

received in payment; together with the number, | _ After some objections from Messrs. ALSTON and 
names, and salaries of agents, the places where | Rasa, and some remarks in reply from Messrs. 
stationed, and specifying the state of the trade for | TALLMADGE, and FINDLEY, theaméndments which 
the last four years; which were ordered to lie on | went to keep up the Purveyor’s office, were agreed 


the table. to; and the Committee rose and reported the bill. 
The following Message was received from the | The House took it up and concurred with the 
Presipent or tHe Untrep Stares: amendments, and ordered the bill toa third read- 
To the Senute and House 9 ing to-morrow.. 
Representatives of the United States : DECES E 
I communicate to Congress a letter from the Envoy VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great The House resumed the consideration of the 
Britain, to the Secretary of State, with the answer of! unfinished business of yesterday, authorizing the 
the latter. Late y President to accept of certain volunteers, when 
The continued evidence afforded by this correspond- the Speaker stated that the previous question 
ence of the hostile policy of the British Government which had been demanded and was dependin at 
against our national rights, strengthens the considera- the time of the adjournment, was now RA be ane 
; 7 


is eae er ee preparation of ad- Mr. Roserts, not willing to embarrass the 
8 AMES MADISON. | passage of the bill, withdrew his amendment, 


Wasuixeton, Jan. 16, 1812. which was under consideration when the House 


On motion of Mr. Boon, the Committee of a was desirous of ascertaining with 
the Whole were discharged from the considera- -ty in what Nahe this volur 8 
tion of the bill from the Senate “making further | CeTPinty in what light this vo unteer corps was 
provision for the cerps of engineers,” and it was | 1° De considered ; and, for this purpose, he pro- 
committed to the eannmnittes on so much of the | PO3Ed to amend the bill, by adding to the third 
Message of the President as relates to filling the | Section the „following words: “to serve either 

> a : S 0" | within or without the jurisdiction of the United 
ranks and prolonging the enlistments of the reg- ; 


: 1: States.” 

nlar oops aad fo an auxiliary free, to theae [ ir, Bunweut was sory that his colleague had 
Pos > y is A ig 

and to such a preparation of the great body as offered this amendment. He might as well have 


Z ` d P À P A iT a ity ” 7 
will proportion its usefulness to its intrinsic ca- Taree ee ee Wher ie the object “ft 
pacity. : 


ee this bill? Jt is to provide a military force for the 
QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. public service. The Constitution puts its em- 

On motion of Mr. D. R. Wiliams, the House | ployment in other hands. We must raise the 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, | force, and the President of the United States will 
on the bill from the Senate, with the amendments | employ it within or without the United States, as 
recommended by the Army Committee, to whom | may be necessary, agreeably to the powers vested 
it had been referred. in him by the Constitution. Why designate the 
The bill; with the proposed amendments, being | manner in, or. the purposes for which this force 
gohe through, Mr. W. said, he would, in as few 


shall be employed, when we can neither add to, 
words as he was able, explain the nature of the | nor deduct from, the directions of the Constitu- 
amendments which the seléct committee had re- 


tion in this respect? It must have appeared, from 
comniended. This bill, he said, was predicated | the experience of yesterday, that it would be im- 
on the destruction of the office of Purveyor of 


possible to get the House to express a definite 
Public Supplies, who is properly the Commissa- | opinion on this subject. 

ry General of the United States; and contem-} Gentlemen say it is desirable to ascertain the 
plates the establishment in its place, not only of | sense of the House on this question, because they 
a Quartermaster General for the United States, 


wish to know whether this force ean he sent 
but a Commissary General in the same person. | against Canada. He was himself convinced that 
In investigating this subject, the committee could 


the militia of the United States cannot be march- 
see no reason for blending these two important | ed out of the country; that no President would 
Offices in one, the duties of both which are im- | dare to order them out; that if any such attempt 
portant, perfectly distinct, and never were blend- | were made, it would be resisted. He should, 
ed in any country iu the world; and for this good however, vote for the bill; and should be willing, 
reason, these officers are a check upon each other; | if necessary, to give the President any additional 
oue being the purchaser, and the other the dis- | force for the invasion of Canada. 
tributor of supplies; whereas, if they were united} Mr. B. hoped the bill would te suffered to pass 
in one person, frauds to any amount might be | in its present shape. He knew his colleague too 
commitied without the possibility of detection. | well to believe he wished to throw any unneces- 
Besides, it is necessary the Quartermaster Gen- | sary embarrassment in the way of public business, 
eral should bea military man; indeed his pres- | and he hoped, on more mature reflection, that he 
ence is at times required in the field, to distribute | would withdraw his amendment, and let the bill 
the supplies; whilst the Purveyor or Commissary | pass. , f 
General, whose business it is to purchase supplies | Mr. Goun thought this amendment desirable 
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vices. the object for which the men are wanted? Let 
_ Mr. Wricut.—Mr. Speaker, I wish the honora- | us, said he, raise the force, and leave the President 
ble gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Guouson) į to do his duty, undirected by us. 

would withdraw his proposed amendment. Sir, | _ Mr. Goup was sorry there was so great an in- 
Thope that gentleman, whose talents and motives | disposition to meet this question. No one can 
I highly appreciate, will, on a review of the sub- | say that it is encroaching on the Executive pre- 
ject, be satisfied that Congress have no power | rogative, to authorize him to accept of a volun- 
over the Constitution, so as to control its con- | teet force, for a limited time, for certain purposes. 
struction, by the Executive. The Constitution | To pass this bill, in its present shape, would be 
either authorizes the Président to send these vol- | forcing the President to exercise the Judicial as 
unteėrs out of the United States, or it does not | well as the Executive power, before he could dis- 
authorize him. If, sir, it does not, can this bill | cover the intentions of Congress.’ It is the Presi- 
authorize him? If it does, can this bill control | dent’s duty to execute the laws; but they ought 
his Constitutional powers? Sir, the Legislative, | to be passed in a clear and intelligible manner. 

the Executive, and the Judiciary, are co-ordinate |. Mr. Bres said, it was certainly proper in enact- 
powers, on subjects by the Constitution submit- | ing laws, to make them as explicit as possible ; 
ted tothem ; each respectively and exclusively is | but will this amendment make the bill more in- 
entitled to construe the Constitution for itself. | telligible than it is at present? He thought not. 
Sir, Congress cannot alter’ any part of the Con- | Admitting, for the sake of argument, that Con- 
stitution without the consent of the States; and | gress may rightfully direct the President as to the 
of course cannot, in any manner, by any act of | employment of this force, will this amendment 
‘ordinary legislation, impose a construction by | give any such direction? It would not. It was 
Jaw. The Constitution is the paramount law, | altogether indefinite, and he should, therefore, vote 
and by cach department is to be construed by i l , 


against it, 
itself. I fecl no doubt that these volunteers may | After a few remarks from Mr. GuoLson and 
be sent out of the United States, by the Constitu- | others, he withdrew his amendment. 
tion; but no man can believe, if they cannot, that | Mr. Bacon said, there appeared to be wanting 
this law will justify or authorize it, unless we | an amendment to the bill in relation to the man- 
should determine that we have power paramount | ner in which the services.of these volunteers are 
to that hallowed instrument. Sir, I am desirous | to be accepted. They are, according to this, bill, 
‘of acting with ‘despatch, and definitely, on this | to offer their services to the President; but he 
bill. We were, two days ago, lectured by the | thought it would be more convenient for them to 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. WiL- | make the offer to the Governors of the several 
son,) for our delay in the passage of the bill. I | States, and let them communicate the offer to the 
appeal to this House, whether that gentleman has | President. The Governors, as Commanders-in- 
not distinguished himself in that delay; and will | Chief of the States, will have to commission the 
submit. to him the remark of Cato, “turpe est | officers, and it would certainly ‘be best, that the 
‘doctori, cum culpa redarguit ipsum.” I hope, | offer or service should be made to them. “A dif- 
“however, sir, we shall deliver ourselves from that | ferent course would .be atiended with much in- 
charge, by avoiding any farther delay, and that | convenience. He would move an amendment, 
_ the gentleman will withdraw his amendment, or } therefore, of the following words: “through the 
' that the House will reject it, and pass the bill to | medium of the Executive authority of the seve- 
a:third reading. ral States.” 
` ‘Mr. Lacock observed that this amendment was} The motion was negatived. 
intended to test the opinion of the House. Though | Mr. B. Haut said he had voted for every mea- 
he believed the President had the power to march | sure in favor of placing the country in a state 
the militia where he pleased, yet he should vote | suited to the present crisis; but he could not vote 
against it, because he belfeved Congress were | for the present bill, as he believed it to be uncon- 
travelling out of their duty in deciding this ques- | stitutional. This corps, when imbodied, will be 
tion. as much a regular corps as any other. The Pres- 
Mr. Fisk approved the proposed amendment. | ident has power to call out the militia for-certain 
It was the duty of Congress to make their laws | purposes. Who are the militia? They are all 
plain and intelligible; the proposed amendment | the people of the United States liable to do mi- 
Would not affect the constitutionality of the force. | litia duty, subject to the eall of the President; but 
Tt would be declared on the face of the law for | the moment they are selected into special corps, 
‘what purposes the volunteers: were wanted, and | they are a part of the Army, and ought, therefore, 
nO one could labor under any mistake on the sub- | to be officered by the President. The word “ mi- 
ject; whereas, if no such amendment is made, no ! Jitia” does not occur in the whole of this bill. 
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But for this doubt in his mind, he wotld have! Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel 
cheerfully voted fur the addeioual force. Hei McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
moved a recommitment of the bill. ! Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New- 

Mr. Porter hoped the bill would be recom- j bold, Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jun., Israel 
mitted. Ibis certainly incorrect in several respects, , Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
but especially in the first seetion. He should not, | Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridge- 
however, have made the motion, but have relied | !¥: Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jona- 


upon the Senate to have made the necessary cor- i than Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Tho- 


gna . 3 i mas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Samuel 
rection; but, being made, he seconded it, and į Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Richard Stanford, 


brae i ie $ À tee 
ures it to pass. : sA section eek poru Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, George 
or the acceptance o vo unteers, does not say Ol: Sullivan, Peleg Tallman, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, 
whom they shall consist, | George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van 
The motion was negatived. | Cortlandt, jun., Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, 
Mr. Netson would make a last, an expiring ; William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Robert 
Seine a mi ie arta oe Meca Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Abijah 
which this subject had been thrown—an effort! _. aged A , p n, : 
made in the pit of candor, and he hoped it | Bigelow, Plijoh Brigham Ppaphroditus Gham pion, 
; : ae Ja! Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, junior iHiam 
would be received by the House as intended. He | Ely, James Fisk, Aaa Fitch, Bolling Hall, Richard 
had avowed it to be his object to put the United | Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph 
States in that armor which the President had | Lewis jr Jonathan O. Moseley "Toseph Pearson, Tim- 
9 JE eg a . ’ J £ , 
recommended. ‘ : ri othy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Adam Seybert, 
Our Constitution, said Mr. N., was the fruit of | Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tall- 
a spirit of compromise; and the measures of this | madge, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White. 
House must frequently be actuated by a similar) The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
spirit. It is necessary, ali agree, to bring into; time to-morrow. 
existence a body of troops which-will prove ef- 
fective. He was, on this account, for having a Frivay, January 17 
E Rata ay a tn aed ore me Mr. Quincy presented a petition of the mem- 
ia.. It could not be expected, however, that mi- : ane Fae : 
litia, unaccustomed i a could act so prom =] bers of the Association of Ministers in aud abvut 
cl -wki é ined | Bos i at the ninth secti the “Ac 
ly asa corps of volunteers, which should he trained | Pes POE D a Toe we a 
for the purpose. Mr. N. thought it of great im- | ie tW EDN, fifth of April. 1810, be so anled Wa 
portance tiat the ardor and enthusiasm which | Sank he deli D he leron Sindas h 5 
exist among the people, at the present moment, | > proibit Shae cack 9 He Ongena ay Be: 
should be taken advantage of for raising these ; a ae aa sates e reitos oth 
volunteers ; and concluded with moving that the į be ME ARER dice Baca ean tng 
bill, with its amendments, lie upon the table for; Members 5 erat nsuan Qenomina hat ha 
the present, to afford him an opportunity of bring- | ae 2 t ‘ estern Tounaa Payo at the 
ing in a new blll- to authorize the President o at be; y 00 eee chs Ord p q Ouces ree 
accept and commission a corps of volunteers—say | not be opened on Sundays.— Ordered to lie on the 
| 


rete 40,000, ae a ; W after h bill at fliis yar A was received from the President of 

ind was passed, he would join with gentlemen osde “ae > 

mu peaviding another corps for State pa potn. | the United States transmitting a letter from the 
Mr. McKei: seconded the motion for another | rota ey ore rol par MTA pee 

Bei EUS wasa Mesage of iraportance. on with the answer of the latter S Relered to the 

the table from the President of the United States, , $ ` ; 

which he wished to hear read. committee appointed on that part of the Presi- 


: A dent’s Message, which relates to Indian affairs. 
The question was then put and negatived. The me 3 


bill was then ordered for a third reading—yeas VOLUNTEER CORPS. 
96, nays 25, as follows: An engrossed bill to authorize the President of 


Yxas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, the United States to accept and organize certain 
John Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell | Volunteer military corps, was read the third time. 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Har- | And on the question that the same do pass. it passed 
manus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James | in the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 23, as follows : 
Breckenridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, Yeas— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
William Butler, John ©. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, | venson Archer, John Baker, Burwell Bassett, William 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis| W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, 
Condit, Wm. Crawford, R. Davis, John Dawson, Jos. | Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Emott,: Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
William Ely, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, | John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, 
Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed | John Clopton, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty,| Davis, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, James Emott, Wil- 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph} liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, | Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron} Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hutfty, 
Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas! John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, William R. 
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are 


Abner Lacock, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Liv- | 
I 


for the Army. So that there is not the least simi- 
larity between the two officers; one being the 
| purchasing, the other the distributing officer. If 
f Me | the office of Purveyor were to be done away, the 
Metealt, Tamos Milnor, pees L. Miter, James Mor- i Quartermaster General would have to employ a 
gam, o P RA Neen Antaony New, < homas New- | deputy or agent to make these purchases. which 
bold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William i would be rts h in the power of a sub- 
ing, jun., Israel Pickens, Benjamin Pond. Peter | YOY F g too much in the p 

Paulding, jun, Israel Pickens, Benjamin Pond, Peter | ordinate officer and would do away that check 
B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. ? y 


Ridgely, John Rhea, Jobn Roane, Jonathan Roberts. | which will exist if the Purveyor be continued, as 


William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, | the purchaser and distributor of the supplies would 
be in the same person. The Purveyor is also the 


John Sevier, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, A 
: : È : E ser ie purchaser of goods for the Indian department, 


Richard Stanford, William Strong, Peleg Tallman, 
Jobn Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles | Mr. WILLIAMs rose to prevent any person from 


Turner, jr Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr, Robert White- | falling into the mistake which the gentleman 
hill, David R. Williams, Thomas Wilson, and Robert | from North Carolina appeared to have done, by 
Wright. making remarks applicable to the printed bill (a 

Nars—Ezekiel Bacon, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brig- | part of which had been struck out and other parts 
ham, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, | amended (instead of the bill read from the Chair. 


John Davenport, jun., William Ely, James Fisk, Asa 
Fitch, Bolling Hall, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman 
Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph 
Pearson, ‘Timothy Pitkin, jr, Elisha R. Potter, Adam 
Seybert, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White. 
QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 

The bill from the Senate “for the establish- 
_ ment of a Quartermaster’s Department” came up 
> on its third reading. 

Mr. Auston said, if the House would pay at- 
tention to the duty of the Puryeyor of Public 
Supplies, and examine the powers given to the 
Quartermaster General in this bill, it would ap- 
pear evident that there was no necessity for both 
offices, and it certainly was not the wish of the 
_ House to erect two great departments to perform 
: the same duties. He could perceive no way in 
- which one officer was to be a check upon the 
other. He liked the bill as it came from the Sen- 
ate better than asamended, as he saw no necessity 
for retaining the office of Purveyor. 

: Mr. TALLMADGE observed, that the great object 
of this bill, and the only one which made it neces- 
sary, was to provide fora Quartermaster Genera]’s 
' ‘Department, instead of military agents, as em- 
. ployed at present. There never was such an offi- 
" ter in the staff department in the Revolutionary 
‘war. The late Secretary of War, as well as the 
|. present, were in favor of this change. The mili- 
tary agents, without much responsibility, had 
arly controlled the whole War Department. 
dn attempt was made two years ago to effect this 
hange, but it then failed. The office of Purveyor 
f Public Supplies was instituted long before that 
of Military Agent. The duties of the Quarter- 
Master General and Purveyor are very different. 
“The former is a highly respectable and confiden- 
-Hal officer; he is next in consequence to the Cum- 
mander-iu-Chief, with whom he has frequent 
tommunication, Every movement of the Army 
iefirst communicated to him. He ought to be a 
military character. It is his duty to receive and 
‘deliver out the necessary supplies for the Army, 
‘ad to attend to its movements. The duties of 
the Purveyor is to purchase, under the direction 
-of the Secretary of the Treasury, arms, clothing, 
“Hospital stores, and every other article necessary 
12th Con. Ist Szss.—26 


es 


He deemed it unnecessary to add anything in 
reply, to what had been so well said by the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut. 
| Mr. Atsron said he had attended to the bill as 
read, and not to the printed bill; and insisted that, 
from the provisions of the bill, the Secretary of 
War might direct the Purveyor and Quarter- 
master to purchase the same articles. If the bill 
was what the gentleman from Connecticut had 
| stated it to be, he should not have objected to it; 
į but it was not. 

Mr. Quincy had doubts whether both these 
officers were necessary. There was no such offi- 
ceras Parveyor of Public Supplies during the 
Revolutionary war. If it were found hereafter 
that another besides the. Quartermaster General 
was necessary, he could be appointed. There 
ought certainly to be a responsibility attached 
to the purchase of supplies, and this might be 
placed in the Head of the War Department or 
į Quartermaster General. He had not sufficient 
light on the subject, to say that both these officers 
are necessary. He was in favor of the bill as it 
came from the Senate. i 

Mr. Biount said, that though there was not a 
Purveyor of Publie Supplies during the Revolu- 
tionary war, there was a Clothier, who did much 
the same business. If we are going to war, said 
Mr. B., he did not see how we could do without 
a Quartermaster General; and .it would be im- 
proper for him to become the purchaser of sup- 

i plies, which it is the duty of the Purveyer to pur- 

| chase, because, as had already been stated, there 

| would be no cheek in the business. There must 
be propricty in keeping the offices distinct. 

Mr. Macon observed, it was impossible to go to 
war without a Quartermaster General; for there 
is no man hasso much to do about an army as 
this officer. There was always more difficulty in 
settling the Quarterinaster General’s accounts 
than any other. The only instances in which a 
Quartermaster General has to purchase supplies, 
is when, by some miscarriage or accident, the 
supplies from the Commissary or Purveyor do not 
arrive in season. It is necessary that such a 
power should be vested in this officer. to be 
used on such extraordinary occasions. As had 
been stated by his colleague, though there were 
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no Purveyor during the Revolution, there were 
elothiers or agents employed in different situations, 
which answered the purpose. The qualifications 
necessary for the Quartermaster General and Pur- 
veyor are very different; the one ought to be a 
soldier, the other a merchant. . 

The bill passed by a large majority. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
‘the Whole on the bill concerning the Naval Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr. Curves, the Chairman of the Navy Com- 

mittee, moved to fill the blank in the first section 
of the bill with “four hundred and eighty thou- 
sand dollars,” and said he believed it to be his 
duty at this time, to discluse to the Committee of 
the Whole the views and motives of the select 
committee in reporting the bill, Mr. C. said, I 
consider this subject as one of the most important 
that can be brought before this House; as a great 
question, involving, to a considerable extent, the 
fate of a species of national defénce the most es- 
sential and necessary to the interests of this coun- 
try. I know, said Mr. C., how many and how 
strong are the prejudices, how numerous and how 
‘deeply laid are the errors which I have to en- 
counter in the discussion of this question ; errors 
and prejudices the more formidable, as they come 
recommended by the virtues, and shielded by the 
estimable motives of those who indulge them. 1 
have been told that this subjectis unpopular, and 
it has been not indistinctly hinted, that those 
who become the zealous advoeates of the bill will 
not advance by their exertions the personal esti- 
mation in which they may be held by their polit- 
ical associates. 1 will not do my political friends 
the injustice to believe that these exertions will 
diminish their confidence; but, could I think 
otherwise, I hope I shall never he diverted from 
a faithful discharge of my duty by considerations 
of this kind. I wish to lead no man, and I am 
determined not to be blindly led by any man. In 
acting with a party, I do so, because I adopt their 
leading principles and polities as the best, and be- 
cause I believe, from the nature of free Govern- 
ment, it is necessary so to act to give efficiency 
to the exertions of any individual; but I do not 
feel myself, therefore, bound to renounce my de- 
liberate opinions on all the great interests of the 
‘nation, or to take no independent part in the ex- 
ertions of the party to which I belong. I sincere- 
ly believe that, if this iufaut Naval Establish- 
ment be either abandoned or put down, the party 
who now form the majority in this House, and 
in the country, may run great risk of becoming 
the minority, not only within these walls, but in 
the nation. 

This question must be discussed, said Mr. C., 
on this occasion, on new principles. Hitherto, in 
politics, as in science and morals, there have been 
certain fixed principles, which, to attempt to 
prove, would be considered as trifling with the 
hearer; and certainly among these, the propriety 
and necessity of protecting commerce, in a com- 
mercial country, would have been ranked. But 
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ance, but the actual invasion of our soil. When 
such principles have been avowed, the friends of 
the bill before you cannot deem it unnecessary— 
the opponents of it cannot consider it as improp- 
erly obtrusive—to discuss the question, whether 
the commerce of this country is entitled to pro- 
tection. I ask the patient attention of the Com- ; 
mittee tosuch arguments as shall grow out of the 
subject, which I will endeavor to lay before them 
with as much precision and clearness as I am | 
able. I shall not hesitate to oecupy their time 
by a full development of them as the importance 
of the question demands, and will justify it, while 
the errors and prejudices that encumber and em- 
barrass the subject render it necessary. 

Is commerce, then, in this country, entitled to 
protection? The object of all government is 
protection; the strong, under it, are more effectu- 
ally protected by the combination of their strength 
with the power of weaker interests—even to the i 
strong this protection is necessary—but it is more 
the object of the weak, and io them is more ne- 
cessary. How obvious, then, is the violation of ` 
the object of all government, if the weaker inter- 
ests are denied protection because it may require : 
some sacrifices from the strong? Yet, this vio 4 
lation is really, though not ostensibly asserted te — 
be justifiable by those who say we shall not exert | 
the national energies in the form of war for the ` 
protection of commerce. Agriculture, they say. 
is the great interest of the country; and, as war 
will require of it great sacrifices, therefore the : 
protection of commerce ought to be abandoned, : 
And is it, then, true, that'the greatest interest | 
which enjoys the protection of Government, and | 
exacts of the weaker the sacrifices necessary for 
this end, shall, in turn, suffer nothing in defence 
of those interests with which it is associated? No, 
that is too monstrous a principle to be asserted. 
But gentlemen say, it is not incumbent on a Gov- 
ernment to defend the smallest interest which 
claims its protection, by the greatest sacrifices of 
which it is capable—the sufferings of war, and its 
calamitous and ruinous consequences. This pro 
tection of commerce will cost more, they say, 
than the object is worth, and therefore vught net: 
to be granted. These positions I deny ; and al- ' 
though Tadmit that the smallest interests uf so- } 
ciely are not to be defended by the greatest exer- 
tion—by war—because partialinterestsmust yield | 
to the great and general interests of society; yet, 3 
every other interest is not to yield to the greates! 
interest. When the interest in question becomes 
a general one, and assumes the character of one 
of the great interests of the community, its de- 
tence demands the exertion of the whole power 
of the Government, and its claims are not less 
than would be those of the greatest interest un- 7 
der its protection. F deny that war is ever justly į 
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~ founded on a calculation of mere pecuniary loss 
orgain. -War is always a terrible, and not un- 
_ frequently a ruinous, calamity, and can be com- 
pensated by no pecuniary ddvantage; this.cannot, 
herefore, be the basis of political calculation. 
‘far ought never to be made but in defence of 
he great interests of the community ; and, in- such 
‘ease, the only calculation which should be made 
y a-high-spirited nation, or a just Government, 
the calculation of the national ability to wage 
thé war. But the subject is one not to be illus- 
trated by argument. It is plainer in itself than 
‘jtean be made by reasoning. When the propo- 
tion is submitted, it appears to cast off the ad- 
entitious aid as cumbrous and unnecessary. Yet, 
here is a claim of peculiar right which may and 
gught to be added. : It pervaded: and supplied 
reatly and deeply the motives and the causes of 
‘the political compact under which we are assem- 
led. in this Hall. The distresses of commerce, 
ombining with the other suffering interests of 
the country, laid the foundations of this happy 
‘Union, and in this hour of mutual peril and mu- 
wal distress, was given the pledge of mutual 
rotection; and we are called upon now to.de- 
lare whether. it shall be forcibly withheld with- 
jut being justly redeemed? No man of gener- 
us feelings, no‘honest statesman, no honorable 
member of this House, I am sure, will avow such 
in object. How, then, can the protection of com- 
Merce, the second great interest of the nation, be 
‘abandoned? Or will you say that commerce is 
yrotected, because you defend the worthless sands 
if the seashore, or the comfortless dwellings of 
hose devoted to commerce? You will deride 
their feelings and mock. the substance with less 
han the semblance of justice, when you tell them 
hat you defend their altars and their fire-sides, 
ou abandon their property on the ocean, which 
“necessary to make the one cheerful and, at 
deast, useful, to carry the heart with gratitude and 
tanquil piety, to the foot of the other. 
at, said Mr. C., we dare not act on the principles 
rhich we appear to profess. Are we not at this 
ment about to go to war in defence of our vi- 
lated commerce? Did. not my honorable friend 
nd worthy colleague, (Mr. WiLtiaMs,) the other 
y; in a strain of eloquence which did equal 
Shor to his talents and his patriotism, put the 
westion on this footing, and yet, it is strange, he 
will be opposed to the bill before you. I call 
pon gentlemen to divest themselves of the pre- 
dices they may have imbibed on this subject; 
Hey<must see, at this moment, in the measures 
which they have just adopted, the current of cor- 
gect.feelings impelling them on their object in op- 
position to the prejudice of opinion. They are 
going to war in defence of commerce, in oppo- 
sition to their declaration, that they will not go 
to war in defence of commerce. C 
"= But, said Mr. C., why is the protection of com- 
merce distinguished from the protection of agri- 
culture ? . The interests of agriculture and com- 
merce are inseparable. What is commerce but 
the exchange of the surplus produce of the indus- 
try of one individual for that of another, the sur- 


plus productions of one nation for those of anoth- 
er? How is foreign. commerce carried. on? 

By agents among yourselves, or by agents in 

foreign countries; by domestic or by. foreign 

capitale But which is most advantageous to the 

agriculturist? Certainly, your.own. merchants 

and your own capital. Half the number of agents 

at home, if it were for no other reason than their 

proximity, will do the business ; half the. domes- 

tic capital, from the repeated operations of which 

it is susceptible, will. effect the exchange. It is 

these operations which constitute commerce, and 
it is this commerce which makes agriculture val- 
uable. Every facility of commerce increases the 
value of agricultural productions. Thus ‘it. is, 

that the commerce of our farms is more or less 

valuable, as they are more or less ‘remote from 

market; because, as they are more or less remote 

from market, is the exchange more or less facile, 

these results are equally attendant on every facil- 

ity or disadvantage. Every expense and every 

difficulty of transportation and exchange with 

foreign countries diminishes. the value of our 

agriculture. But no facility is so great as, se- 

curity ; and to give this security in time of war, 

your ships must be protected on the ocean. Sup- 

pose, as is in fact the case at the present moment, 

Great Britain and France to be engaged in hostil- 

ities with each other; the difficulties of transporting 
your produce to the dominions of either, are in- 
creased by the spoliations of the other. Ofcourse, 
the prices of your produce will fall, and the value 
of your agriculture will be diminished by every 
risk and every expense which these. difficulties 
may cause. But imagine the same commerce.to 

be protected, and exactly in the degree of that 
protection will the prices of your products and 

the value of your agriculture be increased.. Sup- 

pose it completely protected, and the agricultur- 

ist would combine the advantage of war prices 

and profits with no other.than the charges of 
peace. But suppose we should adopt the Chi- 

nese system, as it has been called, and have no 

ships of our own; and that we should, as we do 

in fact at this time, require the ports of France, 

and the rest of the Continent under her control, 

as markets for our agricultural productions, what 

would be the consequence? British ships are ex-_ 
eluded from these -ports, and there are no other 

foreign carriers, and we.should have- none. of our 

own; how, in that case, would we convey a pound 

of cotton or tobacco, or any other article, to these 

markets? How would it be possible to render 

our agricultural productions, which are consumed 

in these countries, of any value? Without ships 

and seamen, and, consequently, without commerce, 

of what value would all our agriculture be be- 
yond the supply of “meat, fire, and clothes?” 

And is not this nearly the state and situation of 
our present unprotected commerce and our pres- 

ent languishing agriculture ? - But were our com- 

merce effectually protected, did our flag give se- 

curity to the vessels which bear it and the proper- 

ty they convey, what would be the appreciation in 

value of the agricultural products of our country, 
which are now without purchasers and prices? 
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mal, which should not venture into the water. 
But if you look at its broad high back, the Alle- 
ganies, and its great sides swelling to the East 
and to the West, where do you find its immense 
limbs terminate? Not on some great plain which 
has been formed for their reception, but in two 
great oceans, the Pacific on the one side, and the 
Atlantic on the other. The figure expiains the 
true interests of the country, in the inseparable 
union and necessary dependence of agriculture 
and commerce. The God of Nature did not give 
to the United States a coast of two thousand 
miles in extent, not to be used. No; it was in- 
tended by this bounty to make usa great com- 
mercial people ; and shall we ungratefully reject 
the enjoyment of his unexampled beneficence ? 
No, it has not and will not beneglected. A great 
portion of our people exist but upon the ocean 
and its fruits. It has been eloquently, and not 
less truly than cloquently, said, that “the ocean 
is their farm,” and it must and will be protected. 
But how is this protection tobe afforded? I will 
endeavor to prove that it can be done, and done 
most cheaply and effectually by a naval force; 
and if I succeed in this, 1 shall hope for the con- 
currence of the Committee. No proposition ap- 
pears to me more true or more obvious, than that 
it is only by a naval force that our commerce 
and our neutral rights on the ocean can be pro- 
tected. We are now going to war for the protec- 
tion of these rights; but in what way, and under 
what circumstances? The mode is altogether 
accidental, and not founded on the permanent re- 
lations or means of the country. It is not my 
intention to condemn the course which has been 
taken. It has had my hearty concurrence, and 
my zealous, though feeble, support. I hope it 
may be altogether effectual; and I believe it will 
inflict a wound which will be feit with poig- 
nancy. But it is, notwithstanding, partial and ac- 
cidental ; for, if Great Britain had not the Cana- 
das on our borders, how could we attack or resist 
her, armed as we are? If we possess ourselves 
of the Canadas, and this we shall certainly do 
in the event of war, how and where shall we then 
continue the war without a naval force? We 
shall suffer the evils of war, without inflicting 
any of them onthe enemy. We cannot send our 
regulars or our volunteers on the ocean. Does it 
not, then, result, inevitably, as the dictate of com- 
mon prudence, that we should, as soon as possible, 
commence our naval preparations? ‘The Naval 
Establishment of the United States has been here- 
tofore so much neglected, that it is at present in 
a state of lamentable depression; and the ques- 
tion now is, whather we will suffer it to go down 
entirely, or attempt to raise it up to some degree 
of respectability. Some gentlemen say, “if you 
had asked for no more than the reparation of the 
frigates in ordinary, we might have granted your 
request.” But, for myself, I would not thank 
-any gentleman for this concession. The select 
committee conceived it to be their duty to bring 
the question fully before the House in the shape 


one and the good sense of the other. 

That a respectable Naval Establishment af- 
fords the only effectual means of causing our 
commercial rights to be respected, will, as a 


general proposition, be denied by few persons, if | 
But its adoption by us is deemed improper ! 
by those who oppose it, on the grounds of the # 
enormous expense which, it is said, the establish- “ 
ment will necessitate, and the inability of the ¢ 
nation, by any force which it can provide, to re- * 
sist, with effect, the immense naval power of * 
Great Britain. Is it not surprising, that so muelh £ 
prejudice should exist against this establishment į 
on account of its expensiveness, when it is ascer- ? 
tained that, during the whole eighteen years cf f 
its existence, from 1794, to 1811, inclusive, it has # 
cost’ the Government only $27,175,695? I ani | 
afraid 1 shall be tedious, because the only way in 3 
which | hope to bring conviction home to the ® 
minds of the House, is by entering, with minute- # 


any. 


ness and precision, into a dry detail of figures and 


statements: but the necessity of the case must be | 
my apolcgy for the course which I shail take. Li 3 


the House shall have full confidence in my state 
ments, much will be gained to the argument ; for 


it will be difficult if not impossible, far thehearer F 
to follow me through an examination of thesc # 
For this con- : 


details, as the argument proceeds. 


fidence, therefore, I will venture to hope. I be 


lieve the statements on which I rely to be accu- } 
rate, as far as accuracy is material to the discus- # 
I will state them with candor, and, when # 
I have concluded, I will put them into the hands # 
of gentlemen who may wish to examine them, ; 
for their own satisfaction, or to refute them. The { 
average annual expense of this estublishinent, so # 
much censured for its wasteful and improvident # 
management, has but litle exceeded $1,500,000, # 
which is not much more than twice the amount $ 
of the usual annual appropriation for our eco- # 
It has been generally sup- i 


sion. 


nomical Civil List. 
posed, that it has been much more expensive than 
the Military Establishment, but 1 will show that 
this is not really the case. The expense of the 


Military Establishment, from 1791 to 1811, inclu- * 
sive, has been $37,541,669, giving an annual aver- © 


age of $1,700,000, or $200,000 per annum more 
than that of the Navy. It thus appears that, in 
the gross amount, as well as in the annual ex- 


penditure, the Army has been more expensive- 
Compare, too, the services : 


than the Nary. 
of the Army with those of the Navy. and it 
will be found that those of the latter have been 
most useful and mest honorable to the nation. I 
know of no service of this character which the 
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Army has performed, except the defeat of the In- | 
dians by General Wayne, and the late gallant | 
afair on the Wabash. The Navy, in the contest | 
with France in 1798, were victorious wherever Í 
{tencountered an enemy, and probably laid the 
foundation of the subsequent accommodation with 
that nation. In the Mediterranean, its exploits ! 
gaye a name to the country throughout Europe; | 
humbled, in an unexampled manner, the pirati- | 
eal and barbarous foe, and crowned itself with a 
reputation for intrepidity and heroism, Which had | 
not been exceeded by the exploits of any nation, | 
and which must go down to a distant posterity. Ij 
mean not, by this comparison, to say anything 
injurious to the Army, but only to declare that | 
preference to which | think the naval services of | 
the country are entitled. Admitting, if it be de- į 
sired, that the Navy has heretofore occasioned an H 
expense not warranted by its force or its services ; 
and | cannot deny but that, from a variety of 
causes. the expense may have been unnecessarily 
great ; an argument cannot thence be fairly drawn 
against its luture use—the contrary is the fair 
conclusion. Past errors lay the foundation of; 
faiure improvement. It was thus the greatest 
orator, and one of the greatest statesmen, of anti- | 
quity, reasoned. The great Athenian orator, | 
when rousing his countrymen by his impetuous 
eloquence, to resist the ambition of Philip, de- 
elaced that it was on their past misconduct that 
he built his highest hopes; for, said he, “ were 
we thus distressed, in spite of every vigorous ef- 
fort which the honor of our State demanded, there 
were then no hope of recovery.” So may we 
reason in this case; for had these extraordinary 
expenses been the result of good economy, then, 
indeed, would their diminution be hopeless ; but, 
as they have proceeded from a wasteful or unstril- 
ful expenditure, the remedy will be found ina 
reform of the abuse; to effect this reform, is the | 
duty of Congress. But it has not only been less 
expensive than the Army, but it may be proved, 
as the committee have declared ia their report, 
that “a naval force within due limits and under 
proper regulations. will constitute the cheapest į 
defence of the nation.” This will be partly proved 
by a comparison between the expense of the per- 
manent fortifications of our maritime frontier and 
that of an adequate naval defence. The experi- 
ence of modern naval warfare has proved that 
no fortifications can prevent the passage of ships 
of war. The present fortifications of our mari- 
time frontier, though they are more numerous 
and better than they have been at any other pe- 


' iod in our history, cannot prevent an inconsider- 


able naval force from laying many of our towns 
in ashes. Indeed, it is believed that no fortifica- 
tions which can be erected will afford a complete 
protection against such attacks, while their ex- 
pense would be oppressive to the nation. The 
city of New York alone, if completely fortified, 
would require a further expenditure of three mil- 
lions of dollars, and a garrison of ten thousand 
men, and then might be laid in ashes by four or 
five seventy-fours. But we have a coast of two 
thousand miles to protect, the expense of which 


could not be borne by the nation. A better de- 
fence would he furnished by such a naval force 
as would give youa mastery in the American 
seas, and at home much less expense. -I have 
taken the trouble, in the discharge of my duty as 
a member of the select committee, to ascertain 
the expenditures which have been actually made 
on account of fortifications, and they amount very 
nearly to $6,500,000. It is necessary, in fairness, 
to state, that upwards of $2,000,000 consist of the 
permanent appropriation annually made “ for for- 
lifications, arsenals, and armories.” I am not 
sufficiently acquainted with the application of 
this apprupriation to say how much of it may 
have been expended on the fortifications of the 
maritime frontier, but gentlemen may make any 
deduction they may think proper on this account, 
it will not vary materially the general result. When 
the present fortifications shall be completed,and the 
additions made which will be authorized by the 
appropriations of the present year, it will require ' 
fifteen thousand artillerists to garrison them, ex- 
clusive of such other force as will be necessary in 
case of attack. The report of the Secretary of 
War on this subject, which is among the printed 
documents on your table, requires, for the present 
fortifications, 12,690 artillerists; and I think it 
fair to add the difference between this number 
and 15,000, the number which I have assumed, 
for additional fortifications which are deemed 
necessary, and will be provided for by the appro- 
priations of the year, These men are to be en- 
listed, and to receive land and pecuniary bounties. 
If the lands thus given be estimated at two dol- 
lars per acre, which is the lowest price at which 
the officers of the Government are authorized to 
sell the public lands, and rather below the actual 
sales, they will amount, for 15,000 men, to $4,- 
800,000. It will be proper here to show that 
these land bounties are to be considered as an ac- 
tual expenditure to this amount, as it may besup- 
posed by sume that the public lands are in quan- 
tity almost without limits, and that any number 
of acres may be disposed of in this way without 
perceptibly diminishing the public wealth. This, 
however, is not the case; the lands given in 
bounties will be thrown into the market in spite 
of any legal regulations that can be devised, and 
will, to their extent, supersede in the market those 
of the Government; they will, of course, be sold 
lower than the public lands, as the holders will 
sell at the price at which they may be able to 
force a sale. The weight of this argument, how- 
ever, may be denied, but should it be diminishéd 
in any degree by the objections which may be 
made to it, the diminution will be more than 
compensated by a consideration of the disadvan- 
tages which the present States will suffer in hav- 
ing their population, already too much scattered, 
spread out to their extremes, a disadvantage more 
real to them than the expenditure of a consider- 
able sum of money, nor am F to he understood in 
this as expressing any hostility to our territorial 
settlements, which ought to be treated with the 
justice to which they are entitled under our laws, 
and the kindness which they claim as our breth- 


811 
H. op R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Naval Establishment. 


812 


JANUARY, 1812, 


reny but we are not therefore to disguise the fact, 
that, in a political view, the diffusion of a popu- 
lation, at present too little condensed, must be in- 
jurious to. those whom we now represent. So 
much has been said of the land bounties, not 
merely for the support of the present calculation, 


but because it will be material in other views of 


this subject. It probably has been proved that it 
would be equally advantageous to the nation to 
pay the estimated amount out of the Treasury, 
were the money there, and not subject to more 
pressing requisitions. 

Then, the land bounties may be estimat- 


ed at - - - - - - $4,800,000 
The pecuniary bounties will be $240,000, 
which, for even numbers, call -~ - 200,000 


l 5,000,000 
Add to this sum the expenditures for the 


erection of fortifications - - - 6,500,000 
And they will make the sum of - - $11,500,000 


penditure on 
account of the permanent fortifications and their 
defence; in other words, the first cost, and is ex- 
clusive of annual expenses— 


The annual estimates for the support of 


fifteen thousand men, will be - ~ . $4,500,000 
But we must add for repairs and.extraor- z 

dinaries, as our calculations relate to a 

period of hostilities, at least - - 1,500,000 
Making, for annual expense, the sum of $6,000,000 


The addition for extraordinaries is much below 
the probable fact; and, for the correctness of this 
opinion, I beg leave to appeal to my honorable 
colleague, the Chairman of the Military Commit- 
tee, (Mr. Wittiams,) who has lately and fully 
turned his attention to the subject, and réquest 
him to correct. me if I am wrong. - Now, let us 
inquire; what will be the expense of such a Na- 
val Establishment as the committee have pro- 
posed as a force competent to the defence of your 
coasting trade, and your ports and harbors. I 
must-here take for granted, what shall be proved 
in the progress of the argument, that this force is 
compeient for the object proposed. 

Then, twelve seventy-fours will cost in building and 
equipping, according to the estimate of the Secre- 


tary of the Navy, $233,000 each, or - $3,960,000 
Twenty frigates, averaging thirty-eight 
“guns, according to the same estimate, 
will cost $170,000 each, or - - 3,400,000 
Say, for even numbers - - $7,500,000 


The annual expense, according to the same 
estimate, will be— 


For twelve seventy-fours $211,784 each, . 


say-  -- - = = =  - $2,500,000 
For twenty frigates, $100,000 each - 2,000,000 
$4,500,000 


Then the comparative result will be: 


Original cost of permanent fortifications and their de 
fence - $11,500,000 


Original cost of naval defence - - 7,500,000: | 
Leaving in favor of naval defence a bal- 
ance of - - - z - - 4,000,000 | 

| Annual expense.—Of fortifications, gar- ! 
| risons, &c. « - - z - 6,000,000. | 
Of naval defence- ~ - . «= 4,500,000 
Leaving a balance in favor of our naval 
defence of - - - - ` = $1,500,000 | 

l 


It is necessary, said Mr. C., that I should fortify 
every fact which I advance, as I proceed, for eve- | 
rything is denied. It is accordingly denied that | 
the estimates of the Secretary are to be relied 
upon, for it is said that the estimates of that de- 
| partment have been frequently incorrect. This: 

may have been the case in some instances; but 

it is denied that any of these errors are calcu-. 
| lated to prove the present estimates to be incor- 
į rect, which are stated by the Secretary to be full, 

and which are founded on the whole of our past 

experience. The materiality of accuracy, how- 

ever, in this particular, requires that every doubt: 

should be removed ; and it shall be done, if satis- 

factory proof can produce that effect. In the first 

place, the fulness of the estimates, which is the | 
| fact we have to prove, is confirmed by the fact | 
alleged by the opponents of the Navy, that the 
expenditures on this object have been wastefully. ` 
and unskilfully made, and therefore the introduc- | 
tion of better economy into the system will prob- 
| ably diminish the expenditures, and bring them 
below the-estimates; it will, at least, give an as- 
surance of their competency. But I will confirm 
the adequacy of these estimates by a comparison 
of them with the expenditures of the British 
Government on their Naval Establishment. The 
British Government has never been distinguished, 
at least not in modern times, for great economy. 
In relation toa navy, too, we have many advan- 
tages which that Government does not enjoy— 
the materials of a naval establishment are cheap- 
er with us. The British nation imports nearly 
all of them from abroad—much of them from us.. 
We have nearly all of them within ourselves. 
We know that ship-building is actually and prac- 
tically cheaper with us than with them ; we have, 
therefore, the advantages in these particulars.. 
There is but one in which they incur, or can in- 
cur, a less expense than us, and that is in the sea- 
men who man their navy; but this, as will be 
seen by reference to their estimates, is not among 
the largest objects of their expenditure. Our es- 
tablish ment, if properly organized and managed— 
and these are objects entirely within our own 
power—must be cheaper, in proportion to its ex- 4 
tent, than that of Great Britain. Let us, then, | 
compare the estimates of the Secretary with the gy 
experience of that country. My honorable friend, * 
(Mr. Bassgrr,) who was formerly the Chairman 
of the Committee on the Naval Establishment, 1 
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year at a less expense— 


and in which I believe the active Naval Estab- j 
Twenty-five seventy-fours, at $333,000 


lishment of Great Britain was greater than in| ' 
$8,325,000 


any preceding or any subsequent year. She had, i each, will cost -+ =- < - = 

at that time, in commission eight hundred and ; Forty frigates, averaging thirty-eight 

thirty-three vessels, and her appropriations were! guns, at $170,000 each - - - 6,800,000 
£15,800,000, equal to about $65,000,000. This! 

sum included the usual appropriations for build- į $15,125,000 
ing and repairs, and for the vessels in ordi- | Annual expense. 

nary. Now, the estimates of the Secretary, for i Twenty-five seventy-fours, at two hun- 

the annual expense of twelve seventy-fours and) dred and eleven thousand dollars each, 

twenty frigates, amount to $4,500,000, which is! will cost =-  - — = $5,275,000 
considerably more than one-fifteenth part of the‘ Forty frigates, at one hun- 

annual expense of the whole British navy in 1801, : dred thousand dollars 

while it is very obvious that they do not, in num- | each = =- - = 4,000,000 

ber or force, amount nearly to an equal propor- | ae 9,275,000 
tion of their vessels. With this proof before us, i Boe pe re 
it cannot be urged that the estimates on which I | $24,400,000 
rely are not sulliciently large. But to prove more | Expense of military preparations au- 

glaringly, though not perhaps more clearly, that i thorized for the present year -  - $30,000,000 


a Naval Establishment is the cheapest defence | 
that the nation can employ, permit me to insti- | In favor of Naval Establishment - 
tute a comparison between the expense of the 
military preparations which have been already 
authorized and recommended, as necessary for! this force is deemed, by those most competent to 
the present year, with the whole expense of the | decide the question, sufficient to command our 
Naval Establishment from its institution to this | ports and harbors. 
day. The particulars of the military prepara-| The superior cheapness of naval defence seems 
‘tions for this year, are— i to me to be satisfactorily established, and Iam 
| next to prove that the force proposed—I mean 


- $5,600,000 


Besides, let it always be remembered that half 


Bounty in money to thirty-five thousand 


men So ie Se Aa - $560,000 | twelve seventy-fours and twenty frigates—are 
Bounty in land to thirty-five thousand sufficient to protect us in our own seas, and de- 
> men - = - $ z z - 11,200,000 | fend our ports and harbors against the naval pow- 
Estimate of the Secretary of War for jerof Great Britain. The first evidence that is 
“support - - -  - + = 10,500,000: offered in support of this proposition, is the opin- 


Appropriations for volunteers 
Appropriations for munitions of war 


‘Appropriations for fortifications - 


3,000,000 | ion of naval men; and if the representations of 
1,500,000 | any man may be relied upon with confidence, so 
1,000,000 far, at least, as that they are not founded in de- 
1, ception, I believe those of a sailor may be. By 
aie ! naval men, I have been assured, that this force is 
2,240,000 | adequate to the object proposed. It is impossible 
Ti | for me to state with accuracy, or in a manner 
830,000,000 i calculated to give a due impression of them, all 
27,175,000 | the reasons which they offer in support of their 
7° FOS" | opinion, but among them are those detailed in the 

iG Hoe | report of the select committee. Indeed, they ad- 
$2,825,000 | vance the opinion, and support it with reasons, the 
į error of which, if they be erroneous, I am unable 
In the estimate of the expenses authorized by | to discover, that it will require the enemy to em- 
Congress for the present ycar, E have included | ploy a triple force to put himself on a footing of 
the land bounties, as a fair item. for the reasons ; equality with that of the United States. Their 


.Extraordinaries - 


Total expense of the Navy from its in- . 
stitution - 


In favor of the Navy 


ries only $2,240,000, which is much below what 
_will certainly be incurred, should the troops be jį 
ealled into service ; and here, again, 1 appeal to 
my honorable colleague (Mr. WiLLIAMS) to cor- 
rect me, if lam wreng. 

Let us now, as further proof of the superior 
cheapness of naval defence, compare the estimate 


already urged; and I have added for extraordina- | 
| 


reasons are, a3 nearly as I can state them, these: 
there must be stationed on our coast, at any given 
time, an equal force ; this force cannot be fitted 
out, unless with great disadvantage to the service 
in point of expense, and in respect to the health 
of the crew, for much more than three mouths? 
service, An equal force must be put in requisi- 
tion and kept in readiness to relieve that on the 
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coast, because it will-be necessary, at a period as 
early as the arrival of the second, for the first to: 
return ; but the first could not proceed to Europe, ` 
be equipped. and return to relieve the second in į 
time; and therefore a third equivalent force is' 
necessary, and thus three times the force of the, 
United States must be employed by the enemy | 
to piace himself on a footing of equality with it. | 
History may be resorted to, with confidence, to ; 
prove that neither Great Buitain, nor any other; 
nation, has ever been able to station, for any length : 
of time, in distant seas, a force equal to that which, ` 
in the opinion of naval men, is sufficient to ac-, 
complish the objects proposed by the committee— | 
the dominion of the American seas. and the de- ! 
fence of our ports and harbors. There is one’ 
fact which, above all others, shows the inability | 
of Great Britain to keep a large flect on our coast. ; 
From the frozen regions of the North to the Esth- | 


mus of Darien, she has not a port fit for naval ; 


equipment or repair, except [alifax; and if, asi 
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can direct to any given point almost an unlimited 
number of ships. But if this delusive impression 
be removed. it will be found that, notwithstand- 
ing the greatness of the force. the points to which 
it must be destined are so numerous and dispersed 
as to put it all in requisition. This I will prove 
by reference to the distribution of her fleets in 
1801. [Here Mr.C. read a statement of the force 
and distribution of the British fleet at that time.] 
From which of these stations, said Mr. C., could 
she have spared, with safety and pradence, a por- 
tion of the force employed ? Could she, from all, 
have stationed and continued in our seas a force 
which would have been equal, under the disad- 
vantages which have been pointed out, to twelve 
seventy-fours and twenty frigates? How much 
less would she have been able to have furnished a 
force which would be superior to a naval arma- 
ment whose expense should equal that of the 
military preparations of the present year? Bat, 
it may be said, that the ships which Great Brit- 
ain has in ordinary would be more than equal to 
any increase which any circumstances would re- 
quire. This might be true, were her seamen un- 
limited in numbers, and her pecuniary resources 


the opponents of the Navy seem to think certain, | inexhaustible; but both are limited, and so must 
and I hope their opinions may be realized, we; be her naval armament. To fit out vessels which 
shall, in the event of war, deprive her of that, she | she has in ordinary, would require, within a few 
will be without the means of repairing a disabled | thousand, all the seamen in her merchant service, 
vessel in our seas. Under such circumstances, | and such an addition to her annual expenditure, 
anything but temporary service would be utterly} as the nation neither would nor could bear, 
impracticable. | The true object of inquiry to ascertain her effi- 

But, said Mr. C., on the subject of the British! cient power is, what number of vesseis is she 
naval force, there is great misconception. Thef practically able to keep in commission, and the 
high-sounding number of a thousand ships appals | answer may be received in a shape the most un- 
the mind, and an examination of its actual force, | favorable to my argument, yet confirmatory of it, 
and the numerous requisitions which are made | in the example of 1801, the year which I have 
upon it, is usually rejected as an idle labor. Lert |selected for illustration, when it is confidently 
this examination be made, and at least some part! believed her equipment was greater, combining 
of the terror which it excites will vanish. Of| force and numbers, than at any other period of 


the eight hundred anc thirty-three ships which 
Great Britain had in commission in 1801, and she 
never had more, it is believed, there were only | 
three hundred and eighty-three that exceeded the | 
size and capacity of the large privateers that will | 
probably be fitted out by the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States in theevent of war. Ofthislast number, 
there were one hundred and forty-two of sixty-four | 
guns, and above; twenty-two between fifty and | 
sixty guns; one hundred and fifty-six between į 
thirty-two aud forty-four; and sixty-threc be- | 
tween twenty and thirty guus. The remainder 
of the vessels in coinmission, consisted of one! 
hundred and seventy-four sloops, one hundred and | 
forty-one gun-vessels. and onc hundred and thirty ; 
hired vessels. These hired vessels aresmall vessels 
of from four to ten guns, which it is believed, ar 
only employed for revenue purposes. This re- i 
view and enumeration, I have no doubt, proves! 
the actual force of the navy of Great Britain, į 
however great it really is, to be much inferior to | 
| 
| 
1 


the impression almost universally received, from 
the high-sounding boast of her thousand ships. 
Nor has the actual force of the British navy been 
more misconceived than the application of it. 
The common impression is, that the Government 


her history. 

(Here Mr. C. closed his observations, for this 
day.] 

On the 18th, Mr. C. continued.—TI. yesterday, 
contended that the great commercial and agricul- 
tural interests of the nation, the natural advan- 
tages of the country, and the general policy and 
duty of the Government, concurred in requiring 
the establishment of a navy. I also answered 
the two great objections which are most relied 
upon in opposition to a Naval Establishment. 
But the subject must be considered in relation to 
other times and to other Powers with whose naval 
strength we shall have to struggle. [tis unwor- 
hy of a nation looking to that greatness which 
must be our destiny, to limit its views to a single 
nation whose power, however great, is perish- 
able, and whom many gentlemen think to be now 
tottering to her fall. We must take the whole 
extent of our relations into view in considering 
this question; and in doing so, we cannot keep 
out of sight the marine which the Emperor of 
France is so industriously and anxiously prepar- 
ing and cherishing in the ports and harbors of 
those under bis control. What do these prepara- 
tions indicate? A seitled determination to he- 
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come a maritime power. And is it not worthy 
the wisdom and forecast of this nation, to look at 
the possible consequences of the Union of such a 
force with his irresistible power upon the land ? 
It is not to be believed that the power of his great 
enemy upon the ocean will induce this extraordi- 
nary man to relinquish his determination or re- 
lax his exertions to create a navy. Let gentle- 
men not misunderstand me—I must consider the 
ruler of France as an extraordinary man, whether 
he be viewed as an instrument of vengeance and 
of wrath, in the hands of an Allwise Providence. 
to chastise us here below, or as displaying, in the 
noblest manner. the greatest energies with which 
humanity has been endowed. 
his panegyrist or his reviler. For my own part, 
lam disposed to consider him asa rod of chas- 
tisement to the nations of the earth; but, view 
him as we may, no wise politician can believe 
that this extraordinary man is governed by a 
short-sighted policy. It has been said that he is 
an enemy to commerce, and wishes to destroy it 
even in his own dominions; but a more idle fan- 
cy never entered into the mind of man. Has he 
possessed himself of the valuable ports of the Bal- 
tic, of Holland, and the Mediterranean, by force 
and by stratagem, for the purpose of destroying 
their principal value? His immediate object is, 
indeed, to make war upon commerce, but it is the 
commerce of his enemy, which he justly consid- 
ers as the most vulnerable point of attack—on its 
fall,and the consequent fall of British naval great- 
ness, he means to establish those of France. Will 
gentlemen, then, say that we are to have but one 
nation in view in our naval preparations? As- 
suredly, they cannot; and therefore, in relation 
to France and other nations, besides Great Brit- 
ain, if any naval preparation be proper, under any 
circumstances, we ought at least to commence a 
system which may enable us to meet the exigen- 
cies of future times. We now say. we cannot 
encounter the strength of the British lion, because 
we are not prepared—delay your preparations, 
and you must hereafter, on the same principle, 
declare you dare not engage the ferocity of the 
French tiger. But, as we look at the subject, 
the prospect opens wider to our view. It is in- 


evitably certain that the West India Islands will | 


in time become independent—they must be na- 
val, and, probably, from the character of their 
population, piratical—and without a naval force 
to defend our commerce, it will become the prey 
of pirates and buccaneers, But look still fur- 
ther, at Mexico, and, beyond the Isthmus of Da- 
rien, to South America; all of which must be 
soon independent; they must, too, become greal, 
and powerful, and wealthy, and will not, proba- 
bly follow our example; but, consulting their in- 
terest and their strength, will establish a naval 
power. In this view, we ought to be prepared 
for defence ; but, in another view, we will want 
a naval force to protect that profitable commerce 
which must grow out of the proximity, and other 
relations of these countries, and our own, but 


which Great Britain, who aims at a monopoly of 


this trade, will not allow us to enjoy, if we cannot 


I mean not to be! 


! protect it. There is another objection toa Naval 
i Establishment, to which an answer must be af- 
| forded. It is alleged that, if'we build a navy, we 
‘cannot man our ships without resorting to the 
| odious and tyrannic practice ofimpressment. To 
| this objection a very satisfactory refutation may 


| be easily given. It is believed by many that the 
number of seamen does not exceed fifty or sixty 
| thousand. I know not the cause of this error— 
perhaps it may proceed from some estimate which 
embraces only able seamen, and excludes the class- 
les of half seamen and boys; both of which are 
included in the crews of vessels of war as well as, 
| merchant vessels. 'To prove the number of our 
seamen, I will refer gentlemen to “ Blodget’s 
: Economica,” where it will be found that, in 1806, 
including the classes of half seamen and boys, 
the number was 110,000. The United States had, 
at that time, 1.230,000 tons of shipping, and hav- 
ing now-1,488,773 tons, they must have, if this 
writer be accurate, about 125,000 seamen. But, 
to prove this fact, like others on which I rely, so 
as to leave no doubt upon it, I will show, by a 
comparison of our present tonnage with that of 
Great Britain, in a given year, and the relative 
; number of her seamen in the merchant service 
| iu the same year, that we mast, from the amount 
of our tonnage, have nearly the number which re- 
sulis from this writer’s estimate. Great Britain, 
in 1790, had about the same tonnage which we 
' now have, viz: 1,460,823 tons, which were man- 
ned by 112,536 seamen. Itis not material to my 
argument which number be taken; but if we re- 
collect, the great portion of our tonnage which is 
engaged in the coasting trade, the vessels employ- 
ed in which are smaller, and will, in proportion 
ito their tonnage, require more hands than the 
Í large vessels employed in the foreign trade, we 
| may be authorized to take Mr. Blodget’s estimate. 
| tt will only take one-eighth part of this number— 
{about fifleen thousand—to man twelve seventy- 
i fours and twenty frigates. It is not to be expect- 
| ed that, in the event of a war with a maritime 
f power of strength, half our seamen will continue 
to be employed in the merchants’ service. Those 
| discharged will be happy to find employment in 
ithe Navy. The embargo and non-intercourse 
laws, it is well known, threw into our maritime 
i cities a great number of seamen, who would glad- 
i ly have entered the Navy could they have found 
j empioyment there. But (itis supposed they would 
prefer serving on board the privateers, which 
f would issue from our ports in such numbers and 
| offer such advantages, as to require and attract 
i 
i 


all the seamen who should be discharged from 

the merchants’ service., This is very improba- 
| ble. There would be upwards of sixty thousand 
thrown out of service, which would be a number 
| sufficient to man the force proposed, and probably 
l five hundred privateers besides. But it is per- 
i fectly in the power of the Government to institute 
‘such regulations as would insure a sufficient 
number of seamen for the national service, with- 
out any direct restraint upon their will, by limit- 
ing the number of privateers, should it be neces- 
sary. Taking, however, the worst view of the 
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I believe the nations of the Conti- 
nent have never resorted to impressment to man 


Though the ruin, which is supposed to threaten 
England, is attributed to her navy, it is obvious, 
their fleets. Ido not speak with certainty as to; that her navy alone has saved, and still saves, her 
the fact, but I belicve their practice was to cause | from ruin. Without it she must, long since, 
their seamen to be registered, as our militia | have yielded tothe power of France her independ- 
are, and, when necessary, a portion of them was | ence and her liberties. We are told that the 
draughted for the public service. It will hardly | same wealth which she has expended in support- 
be objected, with respect to seamen, that they | ing her navies would bave been employed more 
cannot be sent out of the United States. I pre-| profitably for the nation in the improvement of 
sume even my honorable friends over the way, | its agriculture and manufactures, and in the es- 
(the Federal gentlemen,) will waive their objec- | tablishment of canals and roads, and other inter- 
tion on this point. I feel confident that they will j nal improvements. But experience is better than 
relax a little in their Constitutional difficulties in | theory. Let us compare England with nations 
favor of our Navy! They will,indeed, have rea- | which have no navies, or comparatively incon- 
son for it. The service is, in a great degree, the | siderable navies. The nations of the Continent 
peculiar duty of our seamen, as the exertion must | of Europe are without such overgrown and ruin- 
always be, in a great degree, for their peculiar; ous Naval Establishments, but do you there find 
defence. Their home is on the ocean, and their! the highest improvements in agriculture, the most 
defence of the national rights upon it, may fairly | flourishing manufactures, or the best roads and 


pressment. 


be assimilated to the defence of the soil on which | 
we live, by those who dwell upon the land. | 

But, while it iscontended by some thatit will not | 
be in the power of the nation to establish an ef-| 
fective naval force, there are others who are op- 
posed to it, lest we become too great a naval 
Power. They fear that our fleets will cover the 
ocean, and seeking victory on all the opposite 
shores of the Atlantic, involve the nation in op- 
pressive expenses, and in wanton and habitual 
wars. Such objects are certainly not contem- 
plated by the report of the committee ; nor can 
such events possibly happen, as long as we re- 
main a free people. The committee have recom- į 
mended such a navy as will give to the United 
States an ascendancy in the American seas, and | 
protect their ports and harbors. The people will | 
never bear the establishment of a greater force | 
than these objects require. The reasons which | 
forbid Great Britain, or any other European Pow- 
er, to station large fleets in our seas, will equally 
forbid us to cross the Atlantic, or go into distant 
seas, for the purpose of frequent or habitual 
warts. 

But a navy is said to be anti-republican, be- 
cause it was opposed by the Republicans in 1798. 
I apprehend, however, that it was then objected 
to, not because it was anti-republican in itself, 
but because the Republicans of that time believed 
it was to be employed for improper objects; be- 
cause, while it was unnecessary at the time, it 
was of such a nature as only fitted it for the time. 
because it was part of a system which embraced 
unnecessary armies and unnecessary taxes and 
loans, to continue a war beyond the just objects | 
of war—a war which, to use the language ofj 
the day, was to be waged by every man, woman, 
and child, in the nation, to which we are op- 
posed. 

Weare told, also, that navies have ruined every 
nation that has employed them; and England, 
and Holland, and Venice, and other nations, have | 
been mentioned as examples. The vast debt of 
Great Britain is declared to be among the per- 
nicious fruits of her Naval Establishment. This 
Ideny. Hor debt has grown out of her profuse 


canals? No, it is in this nation, that has been 
ruined by her navy, that you find all these im- 
provements most perfect and most extended. I 
mean noteither to be the panegyrist of England; 
but these truths may be declared for our instruc- 
tion, without suppressing the feelings excited by 
the wrongs she has done us. England has not, 
then, I conclude, been destroyed or impoverished, 
but preserved and enriched, by her navy. Was 
Holland ruined by her navy? No; surrounded 
by the great Powers of the Continent, with a pop- 
ulation not exceeding 2,000,000 of souls, she pro- 
tected and secured her independence for more 
than a century, against her powerful neighbors, 
by means of her commercial riches, which were 
cherished and defended by her naval power. Did 
Venice owe her decline, or fall, to her navy? 
While the neighboring Italian States were sub- 
dued, year after ycar, changing their masters and 
their tyrants, she long continued to ride trium- 
phantly amidst the storm, independent, and, in a 
great degree, free. It was her naval and com- 
mercial power which made her rich and great, 
and secured her existence as a State so long. 
Look even at the little Republic of Genoa, whose 
inhabitants, but for its commerce and its navy, 
would scarcely ever have possessed “a local hab- 
itation,” or “a name!? But I must have exhaust- 
ed the patience of the House, I will therefore 
conclude the observations which I propose to 
make oa the general merits of the question. 

I must, however, yet be pardoned for making 
a few remarks on the particular provisions of the 
bili. The committee considered it their duty not 
to limit the objects of the report to such prepa- 
rations as it might be proper or expedient to make 
to meet the present national exigency, but also 
to bring distinctly and explicitly before the House 
the more important question, whether the Navy 
of the United States should be cherished and sup- 
ported with a fostering hand, or be at ance ahan- 
doned? Both these objects are embraced by the 
bill. The first section provides for the repair of 
the frigates, which are now in ordinary. The 
question presented by this section the House have 
already decided by the adoption of one of the res- 
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olutions of the Committee of Foreign Relations, 
which embraced the subject. The second sec- 
tion provides for the building of a limited num- 
ber of frigates, averaging thirty-eight guns. H 
is my intention, according to the report of the 
committee, to move, when the section shall occur, 
to-fill the blank with the number ten—the appro- 
priation proposed is one million of dollars. The 
sum necessary to complete these frigates would 
be, including the sum proposed to be appropri- 
ated, $1,700,000 ; but the present appropriation is 
limited to one million, because it will probably 
be sufficient to mect the expenditures of the pres- 
ent year. The United States have not, unfortu- 
nately, from the little attention heretufore paid to 
this subject, the materials, particularly properly 
seasoned timber. necessary to build these vessels 
immediately. Nor is the article of timber of the 
best quality speedily to be procured; and it is 
therefore intended, unless the exigencies of the 
country for naval defence shall render it imperi- 
ously necessary to proceed with more expedition, 
only to put it in the power of Government to pro- 
vide the materials, and make such progress as 
may be coniistent with the durability and sub- 
stantial value of the vessels, for which an appro- 
priation of one million of doliars is deemed suffi- 
cient. The committee would have recommended 
séventy-fours in preference; but, as the United 
States possessed the materials only for four ves- 
sels of this description, and as ten or twelve would 
be necessary-to meet the objects for which they 
are supposed to be principally qualified, it was 
thought best, by a majority of the committee, to 
rely at present on the services of smaller vessels, 
as they will probably form a more active and 
more efficient cruising force. 

The next section proposes the erection of a 
dock for the repair of the vessels of the Navy. 
It willbe useful and economical, though we should 
not iucrease the size or the number of our ships, 
but it is considered indispensable, if we shall 
add large ships to our naval force. The appro- 
priation required for this object is only one han- 
dred thousand dollars. 

The next section proposes an appropriation for 
the purpose of procuring ship timber. It is in- 
tended to fill the blank with the sum of two lun- 
dred thousand dollars per annum, for three years, 
and it is hoped and believed this appropriation 
will be sufficient to provide the timber which 
may be necessary for the construction of any 
navy which the United States ought at present 
to contemplate. 

It is intended by another section of the bill, to 


separate the gunboats from the Naval Establish-. 


ment; they appear to have no proper connexion 
with it, and swell very much the expenditure of 
the Naval Department. It is a fact that the esti- 
mates for the present year for the annual expense 
of sixty-two gunboats, are $750,000, nearly one- 
third of the whole estimates of the department 
for the year. An expense altogether dispropor- 
tioned to their utility, and which depresses the 
general character of the establishment. In con- 
sequence of the provision contained in this sec- 


Naval Establishment. 
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tion, no further appropriation will be required for 
the service of the year, in consequence of the 
frigates now in ordinary being put in service ; as 
the frigates, when repaired, will more than sup- 
ply the place of the gunboats, while their expense 
will not be sogreat; the appropriation, therefore, 
for the gunboats may be applied to them or the 
frigates in the alternative. The appropriation 
for the repair of the frigates in ordinary must fol- 
low, of course, the vote of the House on the reso- 
lution, which I have before mentioned ; therefore, 
the additional appropriations contained by the 
bill, amount only to $1,300,000, which must be 
considered as very small, when we contemplate 
the large expenditures authorized for other pur- 
poses, aud the greatness and vital importance of 
the objects to which these appropriations relate. 


NOTE. 


Statements referred lo in the argument.— Compara- 
tive expense of the Army and Navy. 


Year. Military Estab’nt. | Naval Estab’nt, 
From Mar.4, | 

1789, to Dec. ! | 

31,1791 - $632,804 03 
1792 - 1,103,048 47 
1793 - 1,132,443 91 
1794 - 2,589,097 59 $61,408 97 
1795 - 2,422,385 81 410,562 03 
1796 - 1,246,327 82 274,784 04 
1797 - 1,002,299 04 382,631 89 
1798 - 1,939,692 39 1,381,847 76 
1799" - 2,405,669 17 3,858,081 84 
1800 - 2,517,409 99 3,448,716 03 
1801 - 1,600,000 08 2,111,424 00 
1802 - 1,179,148 20 915,821 87 
1803s 822,055 85 1,246,317 89 
1804 - 875,923 93 1,273,860 25 
1805 - 712,781 28 1,597,500 00 
1806 - 1,224,355 38 1,649,641 44 
1807 - 1,298,695 91 1,772,064 47 
1808 - 2,900,834 40 1,884,067 80 
1809 - 3,845,772 17 2,427,758 80 
1810 - 3,700,000 00 1,660,000 00 
1811 - 2,900,000 00 4,870,000. 00 


$37,541,669 00 $27,175,979 00 


British Navy, at the peace of Amiens, in 1801. 


In commission - - - - - - - 833 
Receiving ships - - - - - - 24 
Serviceable, and repairing for service - - ll 
In ordinary at different ports - - - - 50 
Building - - - - - - - - 28 

946 


Total- - - + + = 


Comparison of American and British tonnage and 
seamen, in sundry years. 


AMERICAN. 


In 1806, 1,250,000 tons; 110,000 seamen and boys. 
In 1811, 1,424,783 tons; 125,000 seamen and boys, 
In 1810, were built 127,575 tons of new shipping. 
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; Brrrisn. | hand bids me shrink from the task which I am 
In 1790, 1,460,823 tons; 112,556 seamen and boys | about to undertake; whilst on the other hand, a 
In 1791, 1,511,411 tons; 117,044 seamen and boys | conscious duty impels me to engage in the con- 
In 1792, 1,540,145 tons; 118,286 scamen and boys | sideration of the question now before the honor- 
In 1800, 1,905,488 tons; 143,661 seamen and boys. | abie Committee. My friend from South Car- 


January, 1812. 


Fessels annually built. olina (Mr. Cueves) says this question is all im- 
In 1798, tons ~ - - `- = = 89,819] portant to this nation; in this I perfectly coincide 
In 1799, tons = - - - - + 98,044) with him, and therefore cannot rest satisfied with 
In 1800, tons - - + - = = 126,263} a mere vole on this occasion, Sir, it is oot my 


intention to follow the gentleman from South 
Carolina through all the windings of the labyrinth 
f- into which he has ventured to penetrate. I will 
f not pretend to chase reason on the wing. This 
| subject is one which may be demonstrated by fig- 
ures and calculations—its investigation shail be 
attempted in this way. 
‘The gentleman from South Carolina and my- 
self do not differ as regards the intimate connexion 
Pee F . of the agricultural and commercial interests, On 
Er Conni ahed p ete uae ae this part of the subject, he has left nothing further 
days ago, requesting from the President of the pa be Be ee ee ee 
United States information respecting seamen im- | fhe eommerce of the United States ought not to 
pressed into the service of Great Britain ; and the | be protected—at any rate, for one, I will not be 
House having agreed to consider it, Mr. C. pro- | considered subject to this accusation, though I 
posed a modification of the resolution, by insert- į shall maintain, that we cannot protect the com- 
ing the words, “and which information has not | herce of this country on the ocean. The facts 
been heretofore communicated.” He proposed | jn support of this opinion will be stated presently. 
also an additional resolution for the appointment | Ta common with my friend, I wili lay before this 
of a committee, to arrange all the information on | Committee “a dry detail of facts.” I hope gen- 
this subject, of which Congress was, or might be | Temen will indulge me with a portion of their 
in possession, into one view, for the use of such time, though there may not be much. pleasure in 
of the new members as might not have had an | bearing such details. Iwill not particularly fol- 
opportunity of being acquainted with these par- | low the gentleman in his comparison of the Army 
ticulars. A s | and Naval Establishments of the United States. 
. The adoption of these resolutions was ob- He has stated to us that the Army has cost this 
jected to, as unnecessary. It was stated that cart- | bation much more than the Navy; he concludes 
loads of documents had been already had a this | we ought to be equally liberal in our appropria- 
subject; that by continual calls upon the Execu- | tions for both these purposes. Sir, I perceive no 
tive, that department was kept fully employed in | reason in this assertion. Some gentlemen on the 
answering these demands, when, perhaps. more [other side of the House may say that we have 
important business required their attention; that: peen lavish in our appropriations for an army; 
no member could want information on this -suh | even admitting that in this respect we have been 
ject, after the volumes which had been published | jiteral to extravagance, it surely canuct be infer- 
upon it; but if there were any such, they had 5 , 


n A red that we should make ourselves doubly guilty 
only to apply to tie Clerk’s office, or the Library, of this charge. I will agree to make appropria- 
to be fully satisticd. 8 S 


: - | tions for the establishing a navy for the United 
The K yea hac area ori | States. The gentleman from South Carolina has 
agreed. te: BY a smiat. majority, ang. ao | told us, that when the war which we are about to 


of five members appointed. | ; ; 
z ‘ A wage, shall be over, our Army will leave us. 

k Ay > o a553 3 3 
On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill for amending ! Sir Tam happy to hear that on such an event the 


j ily 6 fashington, was re- j ~at : ae : 
apnea ain SE adie en a SN Í military will be readily disbanded—a dread of the 
it for amendment contrary gave much uneasiness to many @ a 

; i į days since—this is just what we wish should take 
The Sreaxee laid before the House, a commu- | ice On the other hand, said he, * your proud 
nication from the Postmaster General, containing | K eo will teman. JES for thie will mahy 
a report on the subject of finishing the public A wh ee I oe = ig ae A 
. uy + 9 $ 
building, commonly called Blodgev’s Hotel, which | taer Teasons, Way iam opposes that wi y i 
5 2 wish he could have proved to us, that will the 


t 
i 
| 
1 
was referred to a select committee. Lend of the war the Navy would also leave us; 
| 
i 
i 


Sarurpay, January 18. 

Mr. Jennines presented a petition from the o 
cers and soldicrs engaged in the late expedition 
on the Wabash, praying for remuneration. 

Mr. Kenr, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill for the relief 
of Ninian Pinkney, which was twice read and 
committed. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. perhaps T should then agree with him in favor of 

The [louse then resolved itsclf intoa Commit- Í its establishment: though the “proud Navy” will 

tee of the Whole, on the Navy bill; when Mr. | remain with us, he has neglected to tell us at what 
Cueves finished his speech in favor of the bill, as | rate of expense. i 

given in full iu preceding pages. Sir, the gentleman from South Carolina says, 

Mr. Ssygenr.—lI rise under a pressure of more | many oppose a navy, because they deem it ar 

than ordinary embarrassment—pradence on one anti-republican institution. On this head, I shall 
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remark but little: I will only ask if it is to remain 
with usin times of peace with its numerous train 
of officers, may it not become a powerful engine 
in the hands of an ambitious Executive? 

Sir, it was thought proper to make the forego- 
ing remarks as preliminary to the subject. ‘he 
question of a Naval Establishment for the United 
States more especially concerns those who inhabit 
commercial districts. As one of these lam much 
interested. Many persons maintain, that a naval 
system of defence is indispensably necessary to a 
nation, whose seaboard extends more than 1,500 


ship of war—rotlen ship, I may say, sir, for T be- 
lieve without exception in the frigates, which 
were built by the United States, the more impor- 
tant parts decayed and were rotten in two, three, 
or four years. 

In many instances the expense for repairs was 
equal to the original cost. A single frigate, the 
Constitution, has cost for repairs, from October, 
1802, to March, 1809, the -enormous sum of 
$302,582 21, or upwards of $43,000 per annum 
for seven years in succession. Sir, we are not 
without some “consolation” on this item. The 


miles, with a shipping interest amounting to 1,300.- | Secretary of the Navy, in his letter of December 
000 tons—in this respect, ranking the second of | 1, 1809, has drawn our attention to the subject. 
modern nations. The argument is as specious as it | I beg leave to be permitted to read his remarks to 


is plausible; itis liable to many, and in my opin- 
ion, to insuperable objections. The proposition 
before us will be considered as leading to a per- 
maneni Naval Establishment. This course is war- 
ranted by the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
as well as by the mode which was pursued by my 
friend from South Carolina. J shall not hesi- 
tate to declare my decided opposition to such anes- 
tablishment, and will proceed to state the objec- 
tions whereon my opinion is grounded. Sir, I 
deem it inexpedient to commence a permanent 
Naval Establishment at this time. Weare quite 
unprepared for it—we are in want of all the 
necessary materials; though we have been told 
that our forests abound in all the necessary tiin- 
ber, it was said little of this material was to be 
found in our dockyards. The gentleman from 
South Carolina has told us, that a sufficieacy of 
seasoned timber, to build four seventy-fours, was 
now on hand, and that the proper authority deem- 
ed it advisable to be used for frigates. Sir, this 
timber is a portion of that which was purchased 
some years since, for the purpose of building six 
seventy-fours. It now appears, that of this tim- 
ber as much as was sufficient for two of these 
vessels, has been employed to build smaller ves- 
sels or gunboats, I presume. ‘This is all a piece 
with our pretended economy. This mode of pro- 
ceeding will not answer, sir. Wearein tue wrong 
from the commencement of our Navy. Ido not 
wish it to be understood that I have decided a 
navy will never be a proper mode of defence for 
this nation—but whenever it shall be determined 
on, we should begin right; this can only be done 
by following those nations who have had most 
experience on the subject. Our first step should 
be to store away the proper timber. This should 
be done in times when we can best afford it—in 
times when our market is glutted—in times when 
labor can be commanded at fair prices—at a pe- 
riod when we enjoy peace, and surely not when 
we are about to engage ina war. We have herc- 
tofore paid the highest price for every article; we 
have given double wages for labor; and instances 
might be mentioned, when the workmen were 
transported in stage coaches, at an enormous ex- 
pense, from our large seaport towns to the navy 


the Committee: “ The sum transferred in aid of 
‘the appropriation for repairs of vessels may ap- 
‘near large; but, pursuing the spirit of the act of 
|“ 31st January, 1809, it was determined that the 
t repairs made should he thorough and complete. 
“In doing this, the disbursements have certainly 
‘been heavy. The price of naval stores, greatly 
‘and suddenly enhanced, has greatly contributed 
‘ toswell them to their present amount. One very 
‘ consoling circumstance for these heavy disburse- 
t ments arises out of the fact, that all the vessels 
‘repaired, especially the frigates, have been so 
|< much improved ia their armament, their other 
‘fitments, and their sailing, that the most experi- 
‘enced practical men pronounce them to be, at 
|; this time, greatly superior in all respects to what 
* they were when first fitted out from the stocks.” 
ly confess, sir, I am dissatistied with this mode of 
| improving our ships. It appears to me, it would 
be much better to follow the mode which is pur- 
sued in Europe. They begin by stocking their 
navy yards with the necessary raw materials. 
Instead of a few months, several years are allowed 
to elapse before they finish a ship-of-the-line. It 
is said they expose their frames for several years, 
under cover, before they are planked. When I 
passed through Chatham, I saw the famous Ville 
de Paris, a first-rate, on the stocks. ‘his ship 
drew my attention. On inquiry, I was informed 
she was then upwards of ten years in her cradle, 
from the laying of her keel. Bir, itisto be hoped, 
before we should be able to build ships of war in 
a proper manner, that the contest we are about 


If the ships can- 
not be had ready for service, why commence 
building them under the present unpromising 
aspect ? 

Mr. Chairman, the great object of a Naval Es- 
tablishment is declared to be the protection of 
our commerce against captures on the ocean. 
We will first turn our attention to that species of 
ecommerce which is generally termed the car- 
ryiag trade; by this we understand the exporta- 
tion of such articles as are not the productions of 
the United States. During the war between 
France and England, we were permitted to carry 
the productions of the West India islands, be- 


to engage in will have ceased, 
[3 


yard of this city. Contracts for timber were made | longing to France, to the European markets. 
in haste and at a very advanced price. As soon j This privilege was granted to us on the part of 
as it was obtained, it was put together, and in a | France, solely because she could not protect and 
few months we saw it floating in the form of a | secure these productions in lransiéu to her ports 
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At this time these islands are in! 


our ships of war must abandon our coasts and 
encounter ail the force of the enemy or those of 
Europe. The ports we have in view are European. 
If your frigates, for convenience and safety, are 
to cruise only on your coasts. what will be the 
fate of the millions which are‘embarked beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope? By this management 
surely you cannot afford it protection. France, 
Spain, and Holland, when combined and backed 
by an armed neutrality in the north of Europe, 
could not secure their commerce. The fleets of 
Great Britain now sail triumphant over every 
wave of the deep. The Russians have a navy 
far superior to that which it is proposed we shall 
establish, and they cannot protect their trade in 
the confined limits of the Baltic. They count 
fifty or sixty sail-of-the-line. besides many frigates 
and smaller vessels. 

Sir, the expenses which are incurred by a Na- 


val Establishment, far exceeds the profits which | 


arise from the commerce which it is intended to 
protect. This propusition is warranted by the 
experience of Great Britain. the most commercial 
nation of modern times. In the year 1798, the 
total imports and exports of Great Britainamount- 
ed to £94,952,000. For the same year the expen- 
ditures for her navy amounted to £13,654,013, or 
about one-seventh of the total imports and exports, 
or fourteen per cent. on the total capital employed 
in commerce. What regular trade can yield 

- such profits on the outward and inward cargoes? 
To me this is asecret. In the year 1799, Mr. 
Pitt computed the profits on the commerce of 
Great Britain at £12,000,000, or one and a half 
millions less than the expense for her navy the 
preceding year! 


| concerning the navy yards belonging to the Uni- 
ted States ; especially to the details of the expen- 


ditures of that connected with this city, The 
document I refer to, was laid before this House 
on the 25th February, 1811. It will inform you, 
! sir, that the value of the work done from the 1st 
jof January to the 3lst of December, 1810, was 
| 73.947 52. The commandant confesses, in his 

returns made to the Secretary, that this work, in 
many instances, is rated twenly per cent. above 
the prices paid in other places. ‘I'he salaries in 
this same yard, for the same year, (1810,) amount- 
ed to $95,637 642. So that the pay for the sala- 
ries and the wages at this navy yard, exceeded 
the value of the articles manufactured, even when 
rated far above the fair prices, in amount $21,790 
124! This establishment is under the immediate 
eye of the Government ; we might suppose every 
attention was paid to economy; if so, who will 
| desire further proofs of the advantages of a navy! 
Sir, if we follow the British in the principle, 
| we must look for the same results. The expenses 
| of a navy are not only enormous, but, sir, they in- 
| rou in a ratio far beyond the increase of force. 


From the year 1701 to 1901, the vessels in the 
| British navy increased fourfold in number 


„at the 
same time the expenses increased in a twelvefold 
ratio—they are 270 greater now than they were 

| in the time of James 1. In 1701, the British navy 

| consisted of 256 vessels; its annual expenditure 

‘amounted to £1,046,397, or $4,650,653. In the 

| year 1798, the vessels increased to 946; and the 

| annual expenditure to £13.654.013. or $60,681,502 : 
| Sir, we will now compare the force with the 

i rate of expense. This will be done by dividing 

| the sum of the annual expenditures by the number 
of guns employed. The House will indulge me 
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cial document. On the 4th of December, 1809, | trick; in no man do I confide more than in him; 


we had in commission the following force: but in this instance be certaialy must be mistaken. 
3 vessels carrying 44 guns each, Sir, we have estimated the expenditures of a 
1 vessel do. y do. Naval Establishment. How are they to be met 
1 do. do. 20 do. by this nation? is a question of primary import- 
2 vessels do. 18 do. ance. Our most prosperous year never yielded 
2 do. do. 16 do. a revenue of $17,000,000. In case of war,can we 
2 do. do. l4 do. calculate on $3.000,000 from the usual sources ? 
2 do. do. 12 do. Loans and direct taxes can alone support a Naval 
1 vessel do. 19 do. | Establishment. Like the British, we should find 
2 bombs and 22 gunboats, | the profits on our commerce insufficient to defray 


making vessels in commission 38, but 4 of which | the expenditures necessary, independent of those 
were frigates, the remaining 34 were small vessels, | for the civil list; for the interest on the public 
and of these 22 were gunboats; they mounted a | debt, and for the support of the Army, Tome it 
total of 338 guns. The annual expense of this | is indifferent, whether the Navy will cost more 
force was $2,427,758, or $7,182 70 per gun. j or less than the Army hasdone. My first inquiry 
Sir, the expenditures for the year 1809 were į relates to its utility and efficiency, and then we 
not the greatest in amount; those for the year | should ask, can the nation with propriety meet the 
1800, were $3,448,716. I do not wish to view the | demands necessary to maintain it? Sir, on this 
case ina worse light than positive facts will place , subject I agree so perfectly with au author of 
it. We will therefore pay attention to the state- | considerable merit (Sinclair,) that I will impose 
ments and estimates made for the current year, j on the House by reading a passage from his book 
(1812.) In the report of the Secretary, now on our | on Revenue—page 308, he says: 
tables, he contemplates five frigates, carrying 200 | «Tt is at sea, where all the modern nations have 
guns; three ships, 52 guns; seven brigs, 100 guns; ' wasted their strength. Itis on that element that those 
62 gunboats, 62 guns; a total of 414 guns. ‘The | debts have in a great measure been contracted, under 
annual expenditure is computed at $2,502,003 90; ' the pressure of which they now groan. Had the rage 
or $6,043 per gun. Expenses always exceed the j of equipping numerous fleets, and building ships of 
estimates. In the report, the Secretary reasons ; great magnitude and dimensions, never existed, hardly 
on “the present state of things in Europe,” and : any State in Europe would have been at this time in 
ealeulates that © 12 sail of seventy-fours, and 20; debt. To that fatal ambition their present distressed. 
well-constructed frigates, rating generally not less į and mortgaged situation ought chiefly to be attributed.” 
than 38 guns, with the addition of our smaller į Sir, I further object to a navy, because the 
yessels now in service,” as sufficient to protect our Í force which it is possible for the United States to 
coasting trade, as competent to annoy the com- į bring into action, will prove inadequate to com- 
merce of an enemy, and to protect our harbors. | bat that of the enemy—we cannot contend with 
Mr. Chairman, if the system the Secretary has : Great Britain on the ocean. It is idle to be Jed 
laid down, be adopted, we shall have 888 guns on | astray by misstatements and false pride—we have 
board the 12 seventy-fours, 760 guns on board the ; no reason to expect more from our citizens, than 
20 frigates, 152 guns on board the smail vessels : what other brave people have performed; the bet- 
now in service. and 62 guns on board the gunboats, į ter way will be to compare our strength with that 
which are included in the statement. This will} ofthe enemy. The following is a statement of 
make a total of 1,862 guns; the annual expendi- : the British Navy in July, 1814, taken from Steele’s 
ture for which will be, at the rate of $6,043 per į list: at that time they had a total of 1,042 vessels; 
gun, $11,252,066. This will be the annual ex- : 719 of which were in commission; 548 at sea; 
pense, allowing the increase of expenditures to ; 261 in ordinary and repairing for service ; 62 were 
multiply only in the ratio of the increase of force! , building, of ‘these 39 are ships-of-the-line, and 19 
Besides this, sir, we must add the enormous sum | frigates. At the above period there were stationed 
of $8,134,000, the cost of the building and equip- in the American seas 111 vessels ; 7 of which are 
ping of the ships in the first instance. Howmany ! ships-of-the line; 2 fifties or forty-fours; 31 frig- 
more millions are to be added for contingencies, ! ates; 29 sloops; 25 brigs; 1 cutter, and 16 gun- 
andrepairs? This isa gloomy prospect. A pru- j vessels. This force was distributed as follows : 
dent conduct will relieve us of the pressure. ! At Halifax and Newfoundland, 3 ships-of-the- 
Sir, my friend from South Carolina has de- iline; 1 fifty ; 5 frigates; 11 sloops; 2 brigs; 7 
clared that 25 seventy-fours, and 40 frigates, might ! gun-vessels—total 29. 
be built, equipped, and supported, the first year, atj West Indies, viz: Leeward Islands, Jamaica. 
an expense of $25,000,000. Thiscaleulation must ; and on passage—2 ships-of-the line; 1 fifty; 19 
rest on conjecture, as many others have done be- ' frigates; 17 sloops; 20 brigs; 1 cutter; 9 gua- 
fore* This gentleman has too much respect for : vessels—total 69. 
' South America—2 ships-of- the-line ; 7 frigates ; 
* His calculations are grounded on the estimates of : 1 sloop; 3 brigs—total 13. 
the Secretary of the Navy. Ihave already observed, ! If the above vessels are rated as follows, viz: 
that expenditures always exceed the estimates. Expe- j the ships of-the-line at 74 gons; the frigates at 
rience warrants this assertion, in every instance con- | 32; sloops at 16; brigs, cutters, and gun-vessels 
cerning our Naval Establishment. at 8 guus each, the force stationed in the Ameri- 
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can seas will mount a total force of 2,350 guns; 
that on the Halifax and Newfoundiand station 
alone will mount 680 guns; a force in itself very 
superior to that.of all the vessels belonging tothe 
American Navy, independent of gunboats. The 
American vessels now in actual service are—d 
frigates, 3 ships, and 7 brigs, besides gucboats. 
We have in ordinary—d frigates, (two of which 
are probably so rotten as to be unworthy of re- 
pairs,) besidesgunboats. Our whole force amounts 
to but 20 vessels, independent of gunboats, and 
mounts a total of 524 guns! 

Sir, I fear the British force in the American 
seas is too competent for our interest—they may 
despatch many more. The statement of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, (I allude to his re- 
ference to the navy list for 1801,) was very favor- 
able to his purpose. I do not attribute his using 
it to any sinister views; I know he was not in 
possession of that for the last year. 

The British stations at Halifax and Bermuda 
afford every facility to fitand repair. They from 
thence can at all times watch our vessels; and, 
sir, they will not neglect to oppose them by a 
double force. From the view we have just taken, 


I ask you, sir, what must be the probable result of 


hostilities on the ocean ? 

Sir, we shall find it very difficult to man a con- 
siderable flect in the United States; seamen wili 
not abandon the merchants to center on board 
ships of war at half the rate of wages; numerous 
privateers will be fitted out in all our ports, they 
will pay higher wages than the Government, and 
the best men will be diverted from the national 
service. Sir, we need the best seamen to combat 
those of Great Britain; they have the advantage 
of long experience in the best regulated service. 
I entreat you, at no time despise your enemy, you 
will thus be the better prepared to encounter him. 
I cordially assent with my friend from South Ca- 
rolina in the declaration, that the American tars 
are as brave as those of any other nation; but, 
sir, at the same time we must do justice to those 
of Great Britain, they are not to be treated with 
contempt. Men are of more consequence than 
ships; the naval combats of Europe prove, that a 
small number of the ships well manned, will de- 
feat a greater number when they arc indifferently 
manned. The contest between Great Britain on 
the one part, and France and Spain on the other 
part, are decisive on this head. Sir, to man our 
ships we should have to resort to the odious prac- 
tices of Great Britain and France ; impressment 
and naval conscription would be the order of the 
day. Men of observation and experience declare 
these as the inevitable consequences of a naval es- 
tablishment—press-gangs would disturb the peace 
of your cities—your seaports would become the 
constant theatres of riot and debauchery. Sir, 
the citizens would not yield to this state of things; 
personal liberty in our country is tog highly 
prized to suffer such violation. 

The gentleman from South Carolina thinks that 
impressments are not absolutely necessary to man 
a navy; he doubts whether this method is adopted 
in any other country besides Great Britain. I 


July 14, 1811: 

“ Sir, Ihave the honor to hand you, herein, a copy of 
my note of the 18th inst., to the Duke of Bassano, 
claiming the release of twenty-three American seamen, 
stated to have been pressed into the French service at 


Dantzic and its vicinity. When I called on the Duke 
on the 9th, he acknowledged the receipt of this note, 
and said that he should immediately write to the Min- 
ister of Marine on the subject. In the conversation 
which I had with him yesterday, he informed me that 
he had performed this engagement, and that the Min- 
ister of the Marine had replicd that no American citi- 
zens had been pressed by his orders ; that the city of 
Dantzic had been required to furnish a certain num- 
ber of seamen, and was alone responsible for the man- 
ner in which it had complied with this requisition. 
The Duke of Bassano also added, that my note bad 
been laid before the Emperor, and that His Majesty 
had ordered that on the arrival of the seamen from 
Dantzic at Antwerp, where they were expected yester- 
day, all that were American Citizens should be dis- 
charged, and the city of Dantzic should be required to 
furnish others in their stead.” 

Sir, I further object to a navy, because it will 
be the means of exciting many wars, which, with- 
out the establishment, may be henorably avoided. 
It is said, nations are involved in war, in propor- 
tion to the extent of their navies, and some assert 
(Brougham) that a perpetual war is one of the 
two modes which are necessary to support a pow- 
erful naval establishment. Sir, a navai establish- 
ment will create a new and a dangerous interest, 
in our country. Nothing is more common than 
to be told, that such are the wishes of the naval 
interest of Great Britain, and that this or that war 
must be entered into to gratify them. For my 
part, sir, I shall be very sorry indeed, if ever the 
period arrives in the United States, when any 
particular interest or community shall direct the 
Government, whether it be naval, agricultural, 
manufacturing, or commercial—the general wel- 
fare should be the sole great ruling principie in 
the National Councils. 

Sir, I am deterred, when | consider the fate of 
all those nations who at different periods have 
been famous for their navies. The naval strength 
of the Hanseatic League was such, two centuries 
past, as to excite terror on the part of England. 
These, sir, distant free cities, are now the appen- 
dages of mighty France, and have no political 
existence. Who bas not heard of the once for- 
midable fleets of Venice and Genoa? At one 
time England was indebted to the latter fur ofli- 
cers to command her ships of war—Alas! these 
Republics are now consigned to oblivion. Deu- 
mark was at one time the mistress of the ocean ; 
by means of her fleets she often invaded Esgland, 
and held her in a state of subjection. The Danes 
heretofore burned London, Paris, and oiher grea 
cities—they are now controlled by France, and 
they have lad their Copenbagen defeat. Hoi- 
lasd, with her Van Tromps and De Ruyters, 
occupied the British Channel at pleasure; this 
Power defeated the navies of England and France. 
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Where is Holland now? Incorporated as a part | ject before the Committee, though he confessed 
ofthe French Empire. Spain boasted her invin- | himself very inadequate to do justice to it. Ie 
eible armadas; Elizabeth of England, by nature | deemed the question of great magnitude; as he 
haughty, proud, and ambitious, trembled at the] feared, if we were to proceed to build up a large 
very mention of them, uutil they were dispersed | Naval Establishment, it would affect the destinies 
and destroyed by storms at sea; Spain is now | of this nation to the latest posterity. 
the vassal of France. Not very long since the The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
navy of France sailed triumphant along the Brit- | Cuzves) has said, that it is time to go into the 
ish coast, looked into Portsmouth harbor, and | establishment of a permanent Navy, because the 
taunted British spirit. 1 ask you, sir, where is | vessels already on hand would be liable to decay. 
the strength of which these nations formerly | [fitshould be the will of Congress, said Mr. McK., 
boasted? All are inoperative, and dread the gi-| to go into the business of building a Navy. it will 
gantic power of the British navy—they are in | be necessary to enter upon it with all possible en- 
part sick in dry docks, or are blockaded in their} ergy. Therefore, if any attempt should be made 
ports. À sae to lessen our present force, he should be opposed 
Mr. Chairman; Great Britain, though at this} to it. But he was decidedly opposed, and forever 
time triumphant in every sea, if she persists in} should be opposed, to the application of a cent to 
her expensive naval establishment, with her pres- | repair those old hulks of vessels which are fit only 
ent debt of £800,000,000, which was chiefly created | for fuel. 
for her navy—Great Britain, sir, I say, with all The gentleman from South Carolina has said, 
his, must sink under the heavy pressure. She | that he has great prejudices to encounter. Mr. 
will hercafter derive very little satisfaction from McK. would have thought that the deliberate opin- 
her brilliaut victories on the Ist of June off Cape | ion ofa majority of Congress, expressed upon more 
Su Vincent, Camperdown, Aboukir, and Tra-} than onc occasion, was entitled to a more respect- 
falgar. ful term than prejudices. Those decisions pro- 
Shall I be pardoned, sir, when I fear our ves-| ceeded from the honest convictions of some of the 
sels will only tend to swell the present cataloguc} best friends of the country. Mr. McK. would 
af the British uavy ? Of the 1,042 vessels which | refrain from noticing the reasoning of the com- 
she possessed in July, 1911, one hundred and ninc | mittee in their report on this subject. They say, 
were captured from the French, forty-six from | * The important engine of national strength and 
the Danes, twenty-five from the Spaniards, twenty- | ‘ national security which is formed by a naval 
four from the Dutch, and three from the Italians; | * force has hitherto, in the opinion of the commit- 
making a total of two hundred and seven cap- ]: tee, been treated with a neglect highly impolitic, 
tured ships, or one-fifth of her whole navy. ‘or supported by a spirit so languid, as, while it 
Small ships are proper for the service of the | * has preserved the existence of the Establishment, 
United States—by their agency we shall be able | : has had the effect of loading it with the impu- 
to annoy the convoys of an enemy. The priva-|* tations of wasteful expense and comparative 
teers which were fitted out in every port during | ‘ inefficiency.” 
our Revolutionary war, destroyed much of the} Mr. McK. asked whether the ingenuity of man 
British commerce, even in the British and [risb | could find language which could cast a more 
channels, whilst the frigates which were built by | severe censure upon the late Administration, than 
the Government, did little or nothing—but two} is contained in these strictures of the committee. 
of them remained at the conclusion of the con-| It is well known, that our Treasury was in flour- 
test. The enemy will not watch your small ves- | ishing circumstances during the late Administra- 
sels; they may enter all your small inlets, where | tion, and yet no recommendation was made by 
heavy vessels cannot venture to approach them] the Executive in favor of increasing our Naval 
and, at the conclusion of the war, they may be| Establishment. The extension of the Navy was 
sold for the merchant service. I shall not follow| not thought of till the year 1812; but now we 
the gentleman in his remarks on the bill before | are told, that, to neglect the commencement of a 
the Committee; I shall vote against it, though it] permanent naval system, “impolitic under any 
is my present intention to appropriate the sums | ‘ circumstances, is the more so, when it is demon- 
requisite for the repairing and equipping our |‘ strably clear that this nation is inevitably des- 
present shipsof war. I will go no further. I tell} ‘tined to bea Naval Power.” 
you, sir, naval victories in the end would prove} Mr. McK. denied this doctrine, that “it is de- 
fatal to the United States; the consequences which | ‘ monstrably clear that this nation is inevitably 
have uniformly followed in other countries must | * destined to be a Naval Power ;” and he believed, 
take place here. If the United States shall deter- | that, if the attempt were made to make it such, 
mine to augment their navy, so as to rival those of | it would prove the destruction of our happy Con- 
Europe, the publie debt will become permanent; | stitution, He would proceed to show on what 
direct taxes will be perpetual; the paupers of the | ground he supported the opinion that the mainte- 
country will be increased; the nation will be | nance of a permanent Naval Establishment would 
bankrupt; and, I fear, the tragedy will end in a | prove ruinous to this country. For this purpose, 
revolution. he should be under the necessity of submitting 
Mr. McKee rose, with deference, to perform a | some calculatiuns to the House; for, though he 
duty which he owed to his constituents, by deliv- | bad heard a course of this kind condemned, as fit 
ering his sentiments on the very important sub- } only for the countiag-house of the merchant, he 
12th Con. 1st Sess.—-27 
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considered it as the most conducive to correct 
legislation. It is certainly a matter of just calcu- 
lation, when we are called upon to establish a 
permanent Navy, to show that such an institution 
would cost more than any advantages to be derived 
from it would compensate. 

Having said this much in favor of this mode 
of counting the cost, he hoped, if he should make 
any incorrect statement, that it would be rectified 
by gentlemen better acquainted with the subject 
than he pretended to be. And though his caleu- 
lations might in some instances be thought at 
present too high, he would venture to say, that 
hereafter they would be found to be under the 
truth: 

For the year 1812. 
The ordinary expenses, including the pres- 

ent Army and Navy, agreeably to Sec- 

retary of the Treasury’s report, will be - $9,400,000 
Expense of the new Army of 30,000 men, 

and 50,000 volunteers—allowing 30,000 

only to be called into service—exclusive 

of bounties, estimated at one million for 
every 3,000 men - - - - - 
Bounty and allowance of $2 a man for re- 
cruiting, say 30,000, exclusive of the land 


10,000,000 


bounty - - - - - - 540,000 
Repairing the old ships, and half years’ ser- 

vice, as estimated by the Secretary of the 

Navy - - - - - 714,981 


Building the new frigates, this year’s appro- 
priation - - - - - - 1,000,000 
Appropriation for munitions of war - - 1,500,000 
Expense of fortifications, (as per report,) 
purchasing of timber, docks, and a new 
navy yard - - žá- - - - 
The Navy, including the vessels proposed 
to be repaired, which cost originally 
$2,285,000—one-twelfth part of which 
sum will be requircd annually for sub- 
stantial repairs - - - ` - 


2,000,000 


190,416 


25,345,397 
From which amount, deduct this year’s rev- 
enue, as estimated by the Secretary of 
the Treasury - > - - - 8,200,000 


17,145,397 


Remaining in the Treasury, $3,946,418; 
of which, $2,947,818 may be applied to- 


wards the above deficiency - - - 2,947,818 


Balance to be provided for by loans $14,197,579 

Mr. McKee supposed that the current expenses 
of the Government for the year 1813 would be 
the same as in 1812. He would, therefore, make 
an estimate of the amount of disbursements for 
that year. 


` For the year 1813. 
Current expenses + - - - $19,400,000 
Annual expense of the new Navy, includ- 


ing the repaired frigates - - - 1,549,962 
One-twelfth of the cost of the Navy for 

repairs - - - - - - 357,083 
For finishing new frigates, and supplying 

deficiencies on this head - - - 1,600,000 


; them) - 5 


| lowing them to be equal to those of 1812 


ee 


Appropriation for the twelve seventy-fours, 
(say one-half the sum necessary to build 
ets a ae ie 1,998,000 
Interest on the new debt of 14 millions - 840,000 
25,145,045 

From which deduct the annual receipts, al- 
8,200,000 


16,945,045 
Allow for taxes and excess of calculation - 2,945,045 


$14,000,000 


Balance to be supplied by loans - 


For the year 1814. 


Admitting the Army to be reduced to 20,- 
000 men, the current expenses will be $16,066,666 
Annual expense of the new frigates, inclu- 


ding repairs - - - - - - 1,907,045 
Annual expense of six seventy-fours, inclu- 
ding repairs - - . - - - 1,436,204 
Appropriation for finishing the other six 
seventy-fours - - - - - 1,998,000 
Interest on the new debt of 28 millions - 1,680,000 
23,086,915 
| From which deduct the annual revenue - 8,200,000 
14,887,915 
Suppose taxes, &c,, to pay ~ - - 887,915 
| Balance to be supplied by loans - $14,000,000 
For the year 1815. 
Current expenses, same as 1814, Army in- 
i cluded - - - - - $16,066,666 
| Annual expense of frigates, including re- 
| pairs - - - - - : - 1,907,045 
Annual expense of twelve seventy-fours - 2,872,408 
Interest on the new debt - - - - 2,520,000 
23,366,119 
| Deduct the revenue - - - - - 8,200,000 


$15,166,118 


Balance to be supplied by loans - 


| For the year 1816. 
| Current expenses, same as last year - $16,066,666 
New Navy, annual expenses - - - 4,779,453 
Interest on the new debt - - - - 3,360,000 
24,206,119 
| Deduct the revenue - - - - 8,200,000 
| Balance to be provided for - $16,006,119 


| For the year 1817. 

i The permanent burdens of this year, when 

the Army may, and perhaps will be, dis- 

i banded, will be— 

! Current expenses, same as in 1812, with- 

out the additional Army = - . - $9,406,000 
: Additional for new Navy - - = - 4,779,402 
| Interest on 70 millions new debt, at 6 per ct. 4,200,00C 


$18,379,458 


i Total expenses- - - < 
i 


| There is, said Mr. McKee, this striking difer- 
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ence between a Military and a Naval Establish- | no country possess greater wealth—and hence the 


ment: when your Army has effected the purpose | inference is drawn that they are able to pay heavy 
for which it was raised, you can disband it; and | taxes. But, when the Constitution of the United 


the men who composed it will return home to their 
families, and become useful members of society. 
Not so with respect to your Navy. You wiil 
bave to be burdened with the expense of that Es- 
tablishment in peace as well as in war. 

Having shown, in a manner at least satisfac- 
tory to himself, that the expenses of the Govern- 
ment in the year 1817 will be upwards of eigh- 
teen millions of dollars, he would endeavor to show 
what would be the expense, provided Congress 
were to adopt the course recommended by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, of building 25 
seventy-four gun ships and 40 frigates: 


Twenty-five seventy-fours and forty frigates 


would cost, in building - - - $15,165,000 
Annual expense of 25 seventy-fours - - 5,294,600 
Annual expense of 40 frigates - - - 4,200,000 


One-twelfth part of original expenses for 


repairs - - - - - - 1,263,750 
Annual expenditure, same as this year - 9,400,000 
Interest on eighty millions of new debt - 4,800,000 

Total expenses - - - - $24,958,350 | 


This course would produce a new public debt 
of $80,000,000, and an annual expenditure of 
$25,000,000. He left members to determine where 
this money was to be procured, and in what man- 
ner the annual expenditure could be provided. 

Mr. McK. said, he would now take some notice 
of the resources of this country in relation to rev- 
enue; and he could say, that, on this subject, he 
had prejudices to meet. He said, prejudices, be- 
cause he had heard a gentleman in this House, 
speaking of our resources—alluding to public lands 
—declare this source of revenue as worth to the 
United States ten hundred millions of dollars. ! 
This declaration he considered as extravagant as 
if each of our gunboats was declared to be equal 
toa 74-cun' ship; and that, therefore, we had a 
fleet of 180 sail-of-the-line. Since the public lands 
had been offered for sale, the receipts iuto the 
Treasury from that source had not averaged more 
than $600,000 per annum, at a time when the best 
lands too were in the market. The public lands 
may, therefore, as a source of revenue, be esti- 
mated at $10,000,000. But, gentlemen say, there 
are 300,000,000 of acres of public land, and each 
acre worth $2—making $600,000,000! But they 
seem not to recollect that one-third of this land is 
barren heath, that will never sell for a cent; and 
that it will require 100 years, perhaps, to sell the 
balance. And $10,000,000 laid out at interest, 
adding the interest to the principal yearly, or even 
at the end of the time required for the interest to 
equal the principal, would exceed any sum for 
which the publie lands will ever be sold. Calcu- 
lations with regard to direet taxes were equally 
fallacious. It is said that the people of this coun- 
try are wealthy, and able to pay large taxes. It 
is true, that there is great wealth in the hands of 
the people of this country—perhaps the people of 


States is examined in relation to this subject, we 
find that direct taxes must be laid in proportion 
to population. In considering, therefore, whatsum 
you may levy, you cannot exceed the sum which 
it is within the power of the poorest State to pay. 
The State of Ohio, perhaps, is one of the poorest 
States in the Union. This results from the re- 
cent date of her settlements. The people who 
emigrate to that State settle down in the forest, 
and their capital is expended, first, in the purchase 
of the land, (for a part of which many of them 


-are still in debt;) and, secondly, in the improve- 


ment of their lands, which has extended generally 
no further than to yield to the inhabitants the 
means of comfortable subsistence—leaving noth- 
ing, or but little, for exportation. Their means 
of paying taxes are, therefore, limited. A tax of 
$100,000 on the State of Ohio would be a griev- 
ous tax; though to Connecticut, Maryland, or 
South Carolina, it would be inconsiderable, and 
not felt at all; because the lands in these States 
are mostly ina high state of improvement, and 
the inhabitants enjoy the advantages of a pro- 
ductive capital, accumulated by the industry of 
past ages, One county in the State of Maryland 
could pay as much tax, without embarrassment, 
as the whole State of Ohio. But you are unable 
to lay your hands on this wealth while your Con- 
stitution remains unchanged, and consequently 
you cannot levy large taxes. 

If you proceed in the course now proposed, and 
incur an annual expenditure of $18,000,000, how 
are you to raise the money ? Suppose your rev- 
enue arising from commerce should again reach 
$14,000,000 per annum—which will not be the 
case in time of war, and it is scarcely to be ex- 
pected on the recurrence of a general peace—a bal- 
ance of more than $4,000,000 will remain unpro- 
vided for, which must be supplied by taxes. The 
taxes of 1800 (the most productive year) only 
brought into the Treasury about $1,500,000; and 
even these taxes were thought grievous. And the 
system now proposed will render a permanent tax 
of more than $4,000,000 necessary to meet the 
current expenses of Government. And when your 
political horizon shall again be overspread with 
difficulties aod dangers, your debt will grow apace, 
and your annual expenditure in the same propor- 
tion, and eventually you will be cursed with the 
same miserable state of political existence under 
which the devoted people of England now groan. 

But, if the Navy project be now abandoned, the 
nation will not incur, in the proposed contest, a 
new debt of more than $55,000,000, and the annual 
expenditure will not much exceed $12,000,000 
per annum, In order to substantiate this fact, he 
would submit a statement, predicated on the same 
facts on which his preceding statement was 
founded, omitting the items of naval expenditure, 
which is as follows, to wit: 

For tie year 1812. 
Current expenses, as estimated by Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in his annual report $9,400,000 
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Current expenses, the same as for 1812 - $9,400,000 


Expenses of 30,000 men, in actual service, 
Interest on $55,435,171—say $55,000,000 


-inclauding $540,000 for the recruiting | 


service - - - - - - 10,540,000 | —ofnew debt - - - - - 3,300,000 
Munitions of war already voted, $1,500,000, | pers eae 
and $1,000,000 for fortifications, requir- Total - - - - : $12,700,000 
ed by the report of the Secretary of War 2,500,000 | == 


—— | Tf, said Mr. McKer, our commerce in the year 
22,440,000 | 1817 should resume its former activity, we shall 
From which deduct the revenue, supposed | not only be able to meet the current expenses of 
to amount to - - + + = 8,200,000" the year, but to appropriate portions of the reve- 
$14,240,000 | nue to the discharge of the public debt; so that, 


, : in ten years of peace and prosperity, our debt wilt 
Ee E | be nearly paid off, and we should be in a condi- 

balance of $1,000,000 in the Treasury - | queda mney watt the Pople goya 
$11,292,182 | Mr. McK. had said, this nation was not destined, 
= — j| under the present Constitution, to bea great Naval 
Power; and he maintained that the statements 
| which he had exhibited—and which he believed, 
À i for the purposes of argument, would be found 
Ree new debt of $11,292,182 banter substantially correct, when tested by experience— 
port went conclusively to show that the expenses of 


20,077,530 | the Naval Establishment of ten frigates and twelve 


From which deduct the revenue, supposed | seventy-four gun ships, now proposed to be built, 
ites eer E 


2;947,818 
Balance to be borrowed - - 


For the year 1813. 


Current expenses, including the Army of 


- 8,200,000 | could not be supported without permanent inter- 


| nal taxes, and a constant increase of the public 


Balance to be borrowed - - $11,877,530 


For the year 1814. 


Current expenses, including an Army of 

20,000 men, allowing that such reduc- 

tion may then take place - - $16,945,045 
Interest on the new debt of $23,169,711 - 1,390,182 


18,335,227 | 
From which deduct the revenue, supposed 
tobe - - - - + = + 8,200,000 


Balance to be borrowed - . $10,135,227 


For the year 1815. 
Current expenses, including the Army, the 


same as for the year 1814 - - $16,945,045 
Interest on the new debt of $33,304,938 - 1,998,296 


18,943,341 
From which deduct the revenue, supposed 
tobe - + - 2+ a =. = 


8,200,000 


Balance to be borrowed - - $10,743,341 


For the year 1816. 


Current expenses, the same as for the year 
1815 - - GE - $16,945,045 | 


Interest on the new debt of $44,047,279 - 2,642,847 


19,587,292 
From which deduct the revenue, supposed 
tobe - - - - - + = 8,200,000 


Balance to be borrowed > - $11,387,892 


For the year 1817. 
The permanent burdens for this year, when 
the Army will probably be disbanded, 
will be— 


debt and annual expenditure. And if the system 
was gone into, to the extent contemplated by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Cueves,) 
of building forty frigates and twenty-five seventy- 
four gun ships, which he admitted would be ne- 
cessary to relieve the Naval Establishment from 
comparative inefficiency, the annual expenses of 
the Government with such a system (as already 
shown) would be more than $25,000,000, which 
would rapidly inerease the public burdens, and 
entail on this country that fatal system which has 
almost ruined the British empire. 

The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Curves) takes it for granted that our commerce 
can be effectually protected by a navy ; and, as- 
suming this fact, he proceeds to show that every 
portion of the American people are equally inter- 
ested in the building a navy, because all are more 
or less interested in protecting commerce. 

But, the fact is, that navies have never been 
considered as adequate to the complete protection 
of commerce. Look, said he, at the situation of 
the Old World, in times. to them, more prosper- 
ous than the present! What is the fact? Hol- 


| land, with almost no navy, possessed an extensive 
| and profitable commerce; and Spain, about the 


same period, with a large and powerful fleet, had 
no commerce. 

But the situation of Europe is, in all respects, 
different from ours. The Governments of Europe 
are surrounded by rival Powers, who are mostly 
engaged in war with each other, while we are 
happily far removed from them all, and have no 
neighbors to annoy us. Therefore, arguments 
drawn from the Old World are wholly inapplieca- 
ble to this country, because their situation and 
form of Government are altogether unlike ours, 
And when we turn our eyes from foreign Gov- 
ernments to our own, We find that no people since 
Adam were ever more prosperous or more happy 
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than the American people have been for the eight | of temporary advantages resulting therefrom, it is dem- 
or ten years previous to the year 1808. Private | onstrated by the experience of all nations who have 


fortunes have been accumulated with unequalled 
ease and rapidity; commerce has prospered beyond 
example; agriculture has flourished; and the rev- 
enue abundant, beyond the waats of the Govern- 
ment. And did this state of prosperity exist ata 
time when your commerce was protected by ves- 
sels of war? No; butata time when your Navy 
was out of use; and in proportion to the increase 
of your naval expenditure, in the same proportion 
lias your commerce decreased. The protection 
of commerce is the only ostensible object for which 
navies are created, while power and conquest are 
the main objects. Show me, said Mr. McK., a 
‘nation possessed of a large navy, and I will show 

ou a nation always at war. When has England 
been at peace with all the world, since she be- 
came a great naval Power? Such instances in 
British history were so rare, and of such short 
duration, (if they existed at all,) that he could not 
answer the question; and he believed it would be 
difficult for the ingenuity of the gentleman from 
«South Carolina (Mr. Cueves) to answer it. Itis 
true, that England, the greatest naval Power in 
the world, is also the most commercial; and it 
was not to be doubted that her commerce received 
aid from her navy, though it owed its extent 
principally to the industry and consequent wealth 
of the nation. But, England has other and far 
more important objects to effect by her navy than 
that of protecting commerce. Her insular situa- 
tion renders it necessary for her protection, and 
she keeps it up for the purposes.of war and domin- 
ion. England would destroy her navy to-morrow, 
if the protection of commerce was her only ob- 
ject; because it cannot be denied that the expense 
of keeping up her navy exceeds the profits of that 
commerce which it is said to protect. Navies, 
therefore, must be considered as instruments of 
power, rather than as the means of protecting com- 
merce. They are the vile offspring of those na- 
tions where the power and grandeur of the Gov- 
ernment is everything, and the people are nothing 
but slaves! 

Mr. McK. having stated that 4 navy was an 
instrument of power, rather than a means of pro- 
tecting commerce, in order to show that this opin- 
ion was not a mere vagary of his own imagina- 
tion, but the deliberate opinion of some of the 
wisest men of this country, most solemnly pro- 
nounced, he would beg leave to read a document, 
which he hoped would have weight with some 
gentlemen of the Committee. Itis taken from the 
celebrated instructions of the Virginia Legisla- 
ture, of 1801, to their Senators in Congress, and 
js said to have come from the pen of the present 
Chief Magistrate of the United States; and he 
believed he could venture to say, that no Legis- 
lature ever possessed more talents than were drawn 
together into the Virginia Assembly on that oc- 
easion. After having noticed other subjects, in 
speaking of the Navy, they say: 

a With respect to the Navy, it may be proper to 
remind you, that, whatever may he the proposed object 
of its establishment, or whatever may be the prospect 


ventured far into naval policy, that such prospect is 
ultimately delusive ; and that a navy has ever, in prac- 
tice, been known more as an instrument of power, a 
source of expense, and an occasion of collisions and 
wars with other nations, than as an instrument of de- 
fence, ofeconomy, or of protection to commerce. Nor 
is there any nation, in the judgment of the General 
Assembly, to whose circumstances this remark is more 
applicable than to the United States.” 


These opinions may now, however, be consid- 
ered as old-fashioned; but being himself an old- 
fashioned man, he confessed he was more pleased 
with them than with the new political doctrines 
preached by the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Cueves) to the House and the nation. It 
might, however, possibly be the fact, that he (Mr. 
McK.) was wrong, and only indulged ancient 

rejudices, and the gentleman from South Caro- 
ina right; and if such were the case, he could 
only say,in his own defence, that, under the influ- 
ence of those old doctrines, the American people 
had enjoyed a state of prosperity and happiness 
unparalleled in the history of man—a state of 
prosperity which he feared he would never see 
equalled. He looked back on those days of happy 
prosperity with the same feelings of mournful 
regret with which he looked back to the days of 
his youth, fearing that they, like the days of his 
youth, would never again return—especially if the 
Navy mania should prevail. 

Another great objection to a navy with Mr. 
McK. was, that a great proportion of the expense 
would fali on the agricultural class of the people, 
and the advantages (if any) to be derived from 
the protection afforded by it to commerce, would 
be derived by the mercantile elass. The Stateof 
Ohio, for instance, will pay within one-third as 
much tax as the State of Maryland or South Car- 
olina, and nearly as much as Connecticut, with 
less than one-tenth of the commerce to receive 
protection. Is it, therefore, reasonable or just to 
tax that portion of the people in order to create 
and support a navy for the protection of com- 
merce, when they have none, or but little, to pro- 
tect? But, it is also true, that the agriculturists 
and manufacturers throughout the Union will pay 
a large proportion of the expense of creating and 
supporting a navy—perhaps nine-tenths thereof— 
while the mercantile class will receive the great- 
est share of the advantages. Asa further illus- 
tration of this subject, he would refer gentlemen 
to an argument of Mr. Gallatin, made in 1799, on 
the establishment of a navy, in which this point 
was clearly demonstrated, with an ability that 
defied refutation, even by the ingenuity of the 
gentleman from South Carolina. 


Why, said Mr. McK, is this period fixed on for 
commencing this great Naval Establishment ? 
And why was it not commenced when our finan- 
ces were in a more flourishing condition—at a 
time when the means necessary to effect the object 
were possessed by the Government? Would any 
man say that the vessels proposed to be built could 
be furnished in time to be serviceable in the ap- 
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proaching contest? He belie 
hazard his reputation by such an assertion, unless 
the war should continue longer than was expected. 
Jt-would appear as if gentlemen were disposed to 
take advantage of the fever of the public mind— 
when the people were indignant at the conduct 
of Great Britain, and determined to have redress 
almost without counting the cost; and when they 
are most likely to examine subjects of this sort 
with the least deliberation, we are called upon to 
establish a permanent system which will remain a 
sel-fast on the nation forever. All history proves 
that itis in such times that the most pernicious 
and ruinous principlés are established, and we 
seem disposed to follow the example. If we are 
to become a great naval power, let us commence 
the system in Limes of peace and tranquillity, when 
the expression of public sentiment in relation to 
jt can be fairly and dispassionately had. 

But, the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Curves) says, that our Ministers abroad are placed 
in a very delicate and unpleasant situation, be- 
cause our Navy is not sufficient to command the 
respect of foreign Powers. Solong,said Mr. McK., 
as we maintain our character at home—so long 
as we preserve our title to character abroad ; and 
so long as the people are industrious and happy— 
it was to him a matter of but small concern whe- 
ther a Turkish Bashaw or a potentate of Europe 
respected us or not. If our friendship was desir- 
able to them. it would be courted; if it was not, 
we could not fight them into it by twenty-five 
seventy-four gun ships and forty frigates. But, 
if it were an object of primary importance with 
the gentleman to render this nation respectable in 
the eyes of foreign nations, his object perhaps 
could be more easily effected by assimilating our 
form of Government morc to the forms of the Gov- 
ernments of Kurope—by making the Presidency 
hereditary, creating some Princes and Princesses, 
Dukes and Duchesses, Lords and Ladies, Stars 
and Garters. The gentleman will then, perhaps, 
no longer be told that we are without honor and 
just political views by the monarchies of the Old 
"World. 

[Mr. Cneves said, he would not accept the gen- 
tleman’s project.] 

Mr. McKee said, he did not wish him to accept 
it, neither would he accept that gentleman’s naval 
project, because the consequences to the country, 
‘in his opinion, would be similar. Create a great 
national debt, impoverish one portion of the com- 
munity with heavy taxes, by which a different 
portion of the community are benefited, and you | 
have the foundation of a moneyed aristocracy, 
which is the substance which will, by its own 
operation, create substantially those distinctions 
in society which in other Governments have 
names. 


nated in a desire on their part to bring on a war 
with this country, in which they looked forward 
to large dividends of prize money ; and these acts 
were contrary to the wish and expectation of 
Great Britain; in one instance the act was dis- 
avowed; and it may be asked why were the offi- 
cers not punished who.acted contrary to the wishes 
ofthe Government? The answer is obvious; be- 
cause the influence of the Navy in England is so 
predominant that the Government are afraid 
to touch the subject, and the consequence is, that 
the Government are compelled to bear the odium 
of acts which they disapprove; and the same 
cause which has produced this effect in England, 
if permitted to operate, will produce a similar ef- 
fect in this country. < 

Our little Navy has already contributed much 
towards the irritation, which exists between this 
country and England; and under any other Pres- 
ident than Mr. Jefferson, it would have brought 
ona war in 1807. And what real benefit has re- 
sulted from it to the Government? Has a pic- 
aroon or a buccaneer ever been chastised by them ? 
If they have, he had no recollection of the case; 
he had seen indeed paragraphs in the newspapers 
mentioning that the frigate President, or some 
one of the vessels, had sailed from the navy yard 
to Norfolk, from thence to New York, and finally 
arrived safe at Boston; but for what purpose he 
was totally ignorant, unless, indeed, it was to sail 
back again, and furnish the materials fora new 
article for the newspapers; and for these eminent 
services, the American people have already paid 
about ‘$30,000,000. 

If, said Mr. McK., your twelve seventy-fours 
and twenty frigates were built, you could not man 
them, without resorting to impressment. And 
the argument of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Curves) seems to admit this fact; be- 
cause he summons the whole force of his ingenu- 
ity to prove, first, that you can in time of war, by 
law, prevent your seamen from engaging on board 
of privateers, beyond a certain number, and sec- 
ond, that if this expedient should fail, you can 
man your ships of war with militia. 'This, said 
Mr. McK. is a monstrous doctrine, and amounts 
substantlally to the doctrine of impressment. 
which is a perversion even of the British consti- 
tution. Whence do you derive the power of pro- 
hibiting your mariners from engaging on board 
of privateers, and thus by starvation forcing them 


Establish a navy,said Mr. McK. and this coun- | to engage in your service? No such power is 


try may bid farewell to peace ; 


by organize a class of society who are interested 


in creating and keeping up wars and contention. 
Officers in the Navy and Army are mere cyphers 
in society in times of peace, and are only respect- 
able in time of war, when wealth and fame may 


because you there- ! known in the Constitution. and any attempt te 


exercise it (if you possessed the power) would 
only excite irritation. With regard to marching 
the militia on board of your ships, or out of the 
United States, Mr. McK. said, he had been ata 


| loss to know why the gentleman from South Car- 
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olina (Mr. Cueves) had ushered into this House 
a discussion on that point when the volunteer bill 
was under consideration ; because it seemed to 
him tbat this question, as it related to the volun- 
teer bill, was (as a lawyer would say) de hors the 
record ; but the matter is now fully explained. 
[Mr. Cueves said that he had not ushered this 
discussion into the House, but that the question 


cation or construction. ; 

Mr. McK. apologized for detaining the Commit- 
tee so long. He hoped gentlemen would consider 
well the subject before they gave a vote which 
may not. only affect the present generation, but 


was forced on him by other gentlemen, who had | extend its effects to future generations. a 


raised the difficulty. ] 

Mr. McKez said, he had been Jed into the er- 
ror by the circumstance that the gentleman 
from South Carolina first within his hearing 
opened the discussion on this point in the House, 
and he had therefore supposed it had originated 
with him, That gentleman had, however, con- 
tended, that the militia could be marched out of 
the United States, and now holds the opinion. 
that in the last resort, your ships may be manned 
by the same means. No such power is known in 
the Constitution. You have the power of calling 
out the militia for three specified objects, to wit: 
*To execute the Jaws of the Union, ‘suppress in- 
surrections, and repel invasions.” This specifica- 
tion of the objects for which the militia may be 
cailed out, operates asa limitation of the power; no 
yule of construction is more universal or liable to 
fewer exceptions in Jaw or reason, than thatagrant 
of power, accompanied with a specification of the 
objects to which the power is to be applied, is, in 
its nature, a limitation of the power to those ob- 
jects alone; and in this case the power of calling 
out the militia is limited to those objects and for 
those purposes which of all others the militia are 
the best adapted*to effect, and for the effectuation 
of which, it is the most natural that the militia 
would be resorted to, ; 

[The Chairman, Mr. Neuson asked Mr. McKee 
if he thought the remarks in relation to marching 
the militia out of the United States were applica- 
ble to the question before the committee ?] 

Mr. McKee said, unquestionably he did believe 
them applicable; because tie contended, that the 
ships, if built, could not be manned, unless by 
the militia; aud if he showed they could not be 
manned by the militia, he thereby proved that 
the ships ought not to be built. 

When the Constitution of the United States 
was submitted to the consideration of the Amer- 
ican people, and every objection which the inge- 
nuity of party rage could invent was raised against 
its ratification or adoption, yet it never occurred 
lo any one that the militia could be marched out 
of the United States; and if the history of those 
times is looked into, it will be found that the 
power of marching the militia of Georgia to New 
Hampshire, and the militia of Maine to Georgia, 
was the subject of serious complaint on the part 
ofthe opposers of the Constitution, and when 
such objections were raised, itis evident that if 
ever the thought of marching the militia out 
of the United States had occurred, or had been 
supposed to have been contained in the instru- 
Ment, it never would have been ratified. Jt there- 
fore seemed to him clear, that it was not the in- 
tention of the framers of the Constitution to grant 


The Committee rose, and had leave to sit again. 


Monpay, January 20. 


Mr. MITOHILL presented the petition of Charles 
Í Whitelow, of the city of New York, praying for 
| permission to occupy a tract of ground lying west 
of the Capitol in the City of Washington, (origi- 
nally intended for a botanic.garden,) for the pur- 
pose of improving it as an agricultural and bo-- 
tanical garden; stating his experience in business. 
of this kind in Europe—Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Distriet of Columbia. 

Mr. Jewninas presented a representation of sun- 
dry inhabitants of the Indiana Territory, com» 
plaining of the arbitrary conduct of the Governor 
of that Territory, in withholding his approbation 
to an act passed by the Legislature, for the re- 
moval of the seat of the Territorial Government, 
and praying redress.—Referred. 

INCREASE OF REVENUE. 

Mr. Bacon observed that the Committee of 
Ways and Means had received a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in answer toan in- 
quiry addressed to him by the committee, which 
they deemed of public importance; and there- 
fore, contrary to their usual practice, the com- 
mittee had directed him to communicate it to 
the House, in order that it might be printed for 
the use of the members, as it might be some time 
before the committee would be able to make their 
report, and by having the letter of the Secretary 
of Treasury before them, and their attention 
drawn to the subject, the House would be better 
able to meet the consideration of it, when it 
shall be brought before them by the committee. 
Mr. B. then laid the letter of the Chairman of 
the committee to the Secretary of the Treasury 
with his answer (containing his budget of pro- 
posed taxes for mecting the expenses of war) be- 
fore the House; which being read, 

Mr. Mose uuy proposed that five thousand copies 
of the communication should be printed. This 
motion was seconded by Mr. Miunor, who, on 
account of its importance, contended for the ne- 
cessity of making it as public as possible. It was 
opposed by Mr. Bacon, as improper and as in- 
curring an unnecessary expense. Improper, be- 
cause it would be giving an undue sanction toa 
letter to one of the committees of the House, 
which had not been acted upon, (and which it 
was unusual to publish at all;) incurring an un- 
necessary expense, because the letter of the Sec- 
retary would undoubtedly be printed in every 
newspaper in the United: States, and by this means 
be made more generally public, than it would be 
in any other way.—Motion negatived 75 to 42, 
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Mr. Maxwe ut then moved that one thousand 
copies be printed. This motion. after some ob- | 
servations from Messrs. Waicut, Fisk, and Finn- | 
Ley, in which they urged the impropriety of! 
giving any countenance to a letter, containing 
propositions which would not probably be agreed 
to by Congress, and which would serve only un- 
necessarily to alarm the people, was negatived 
60 to 52. i 

Mr. Davenrorr moved to have five hundred 
copies printed, which motion was also negatived, 
and the usual number ordered to be printed. : 

The Letter and Answer are as follows: ! 


Comnuirrer Room, December 9, 1811. | 


Sin: In your annual report, prepared in obedience | 
to the act supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act | 
to establish the Treasury Department,” and transmit- 
ted to the House of Representatives on the 22d ultimo, 
it is stated, 

Ist. That, to place the financial system of the Uni- | 
ted States on a solid foundation, it requires the aid of | 
a revenue, sufficient at least, to defray the ordinary | 
expenses of Government, and to pay the interest on | 
the public debt, including that on new loans which | 
may be authorized. i 
That the expenses of the year 1812, calculated on the j 

existing state of affairs, and including the interest į 

on the public debt, will amount to $9,400,000 00 
That the whole amount of actual receipts : 

into the Treasury, during the year 

1812, may be estimated at - 8,200,000 00 
Leaving a deficiency (which it is pro- 

posed to supply by authorizing a loan) 

of - - - - 1,200,000 00 
And that an authority to borrow a sum, 

‘equal to that which will be reimbursed 
of the principal of the public debt, 
during that year, will be necessary, 
amounting to not less than - 2,135,318 41 


- “ ~ 


Making the whole suim, which it is pro- 
posed should be provided for by loan, 
for that year -~ - $3,335,318 41 


Under this view of the subject, the Committee of 
Ways and Means instructed me to inquire of you, whe- 
ther, according to the principle first above stated, it does 
not become necessary to provide “a fixed revenue,” 
to be received during the year 1812, cqual as well to 
the estimated expense of that year, and amounting, 
as above stated, to $9,400,000, as also to the interest 
which will arise on the proposed loan of $1,200,000 ; 
or, otherwise, whether it is proposed to provide for the 
payment of such interest out of the money of the Trea- 
sury at the commencement of the year, or from any 
other source ? 

2d. It is stated in your report, “ that a fixed reve- 
nue of about nine millions of dollars is necessary, under 
the existing circumstances of the United States ; and 
that the same amount would be necessary, and, with 
the aid of loans, will, in your opinion, be sufficient, in 
case of war.” 

In reforence to this state of things, the Commitice 
wish you to state, whether, as, in the event of war, 
Increased loans will undoubtedly be required, it will 
be necessary to provide an additional and gradually in- 
creasing revenue, to pay the interest on such loans? 


i 


3d. It is stated in your report, “ that the permanent 
Tevenue, or annual receipts, after the year 1812, (calcu- 
lated on the existing state of affairs,) together with an 
addition of fifty per cent. on the present amount of 
duties, may be estimated at nine millions of dollars; 
and that, should any deficiency arise, in the event of 
war, it may be supplicd, without difficulty, by a further 
increase of dutics, by a restoration of that on salt, and 
by a proper selection of moderate internal taxes.” 

The Committee request that you would favor them 
with the best opinion which you are able to form (cal- 
culated on the event of war) of the probable amount of 
the receipts from duties ; a specification of the increase 


| of duties which you would think practicable and ad- 


visable; an estimate of the amount of that on salt ; 
and such a selection of moderate internal taxes as you 
would reccommend, with the probable expense of col- 
lection, and the amount of net revenue estimated to 
arise therefrom. 

4th. The Committee request that you would furnish 
them, in connexion with your replies to the preceding 
inquiries, with an estimate of ways and means, (calcu- 
lated on the event of war,) which will provide a reve- 
nue sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses of Gov- 
ernment, and provide for the legal reimbursement and 
interest of the public debt, including the interest on 
new loans, to the amount at least of ten millions of 
dollars per annum, accompanied with such a scheme 
for the reimbursement of the principal of the new loans 
as you should deem expedient, together with such 
opinions as you may have formed respecting the terms 
on which such loans may probably be obtained; also, 
such further views or information, connected with, or 
touching the foregoing objects of inquiry, as you may 
decm necessary aud expedient. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your 
obedient servant, “ E. BACON. 

Hon. ALBERT GALLATIN, Sec. Treasury. 


Treascny DerantmexNr, Jan. 10, 1812. 


Sır: In answer to the first inquiry of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, relative to the interest arising 
on the proposed loan of $1,200,600, necessary to supply 
the deficiency in the receipts of the year 1812, I beg 
leave to observe that that item was not included 
amongst the expenses of that year, because, the esti- 
mate being made with reference to the expenses alone 
which had previously been authorized by law, and a 
considerable proportion of those on account of the pub- 
lic debt falling on the last day of the ycar, it would not 
have been necessary, in that view of the subject, to 
borrow that sum previous to that day, and the interest 
would not, theretore, have become a charge till the 
year 1813. 

With respect to the second inquiry of the Commit- 
tee, it was certainly contemplated, in conformity with 
the recommendation of the President, whose expres- 
sions were adopted in the report, “ to raise a revenue 
sufficient, at least, to defray the ordinary expenses of 
Government, and to pay the interest on the public 
debt, including that on new loans which may be au- 
thorized.” The sum of about nine millions of dollars 
Was assumed as answering that description for the 
present, and the expression of “ fixed revenue,” which 
had been used in reference to existing circumstances, 
was inadvertently applied to the case of war. It will 
undoubtedly be proper, as remarked by the Committee, 
to provide, annually, an additional and gradually in- 
creasing revenue, sufficient Lo pay the interest on the 
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foans required in the event of war. If, therefore, the | ing the expenses already voted by Congress, is not 
loan for the present ycar will, according to the sug-| more than will be wanted, and estimating at the lowest 
gestion of the Committee, amount to ten millions of; rate the interest on the loan of 1813, the deficiency 
dollars, the receipts into the Treasury, to be provided | for 1814, to be provided for by other sources, will 
for the year 1813, should on those data, amount to | amount to four million two hundred thousand dollars. 
about nine millions six hundred thousand dollars. | The expenses of assessment and collection, and inci- 

The Committee ask, in the next place, the best | dental losses, on the internul taxes, from the proceeds 
opinion which I am able to form of the probable! of which this deficiency must be supplied, may be 
amount of receipts from duties on merchandise, in the | estimated at fifteen per cent. In order to produce a 
event. of war. net revenue of four million two hundred thousand 

As that amount will depend on the extent of the | dollars, the gross amount of taxes must therefore be 
commerce between the United States and nations at | near five millions of dollars. As the taxes, which may 
peace with them, and on the numbers of the captures i be organized during the present session of Congress, 
yespectively made by our own privateers, and by the | will not become due till the ensuing year, and as it is 
onemy, it is a matter of conjecture, and not a subject | sufficiently ascertained, from‘universal oxperienc e, that 
of calculation ; for which reason it was stated in the | taxes will not produce their full nominal amount the 
report, that that amount could not at present be de- | first year they are in operation, it may be relied on 
termined. Considering the restrictions laid by France | that a gross amount of five millions, intended to pro- 
on the commerce of the United States, with her own | duce a net revenue of four million two hundred thou- 
dominions and other countries nnder her influence, | sand dollars, will not yield that sum till the year 1814, 
the dangers to which our commerce with the Baltic | nor produce, in 1813, more than the required sum of 
and with China will be exposed, the relations of Eng- | three million six hundred thousand dollars. Five mil- 
land with Portugal and with Spain, and also that no | lions of dollars will, therefore, be assumed as the gross 
inconsiderable part of the captures made by our priva- | amount of taxes (including the expenses of assessment 
teers will be sent into foreign ports, a great defalvation | and collection, and the incidental losses) necessary to 
in the receipts on duties on imported merchandise | be raised at this time. That sum is calculated to 
must be expected. ‘The amount, under existing laws | cover the interest on the loans of ten millions a year, 
and circumstances, has, from correct data, been stated | wanted for the service of the years 1812 and 1813, 
in the annual report at six millions of dollars. It{ leaving the selection of additional taxes, which may 
would, in my opinion, be unsafe, in an estimate of} thereafter be necessary to provide for the interest of 


ways and means, intended to be relied on with cer- | subsequent loans, to be made according to the expe- 
tainty, to calculate, in the event of a war, on more | rience which will be afforded by those two years. 

than two million five hundred thousand dollars, at the | Before I proceed to answer the inquiry of the com- 
present rate of duties, x ; ___ | mittee, respecting a selection of the internal taxes now 

To the next inquiry of the Committee, respecting | necessary, permit me to observe, that it was stated in 
the increase of those duties which is thought practica-| the annual report of December 10, 1808, that “no 
ble and advisable, it is answered, without hesitation, | internal taxes, either direct or indirect, were contem- 
thal the rate of duties may, in the event of war, be | plated, even in the case of hostilities carried against 
doubled, without danger or inconvenience. There | the two great belligerent Powers”—an assertion which 
will, in such event, be less danger of smuggling, at | renders it necessary to show that the prospect then 
that rate, than there is now, with the existing duties. | held out was not deceptive, and why it has not been 
With that increase, the duties will still be much less, | realized. 
on an average, than those paid on importations in The balance in the Treasury amounted, at that time, 
England, France, and most other countries. And | to near fourteen millions of dollars ; but, aware that that 
they will be collected with more ease to Government, | surplus would, in a short time, be expended, and having 
and Jess inconvenience to the people, than could bef stated that the revenue was daily decreasing, it was, in 
devised, to the same amount, in any other manner. | the same report, proposed “ that all the existing duties 

A duty on imported salt might now be calculated | should be doubled on importations subsequent to the 
on at least three million five hundred thousand bush- | first day of January, 1809.” As the net revenues ac- 
els; but, in time of war, cannot be estimated on more | cryed from customs during the three years, 1809,-1810, 
than two millions of bushels, producing, at the rate of | and 1811, has, without any increase of duties, exceeded 
twenty cents.per bushel, four hundred thousand dollars. | twenty-six millions of dollars, it follows that, if the 
The dutics on tonnage and imported merchandise, in- | measure, then submitted, had been adopted, we should, 

eluding the former duty on salt, and doubling the | after making a large deduction for any supposed dim- 

rate of all the others, would, according to that esti- | inution of consumption arising from the proposed in- 
creasc, have had, at this time, about twenty millions 
of dollars on hand—a sum grcater than the net amount 
of the proposed internal taxes for four years. 

In proportion as the ability to borrow is diminished, 
the necessity of resorting to taxation is increased. It 
is, therefore, also proper to observe, that, at that time, 
the subject of the renewal of the charter of the Bank 
of the United States had been refcrred by the Senate to 
the Secretary of the Treasury; nor had any symptom 
appeared, from which its absolute dissolution, without 
any substitute, could have then been anticipated. The 
renewal, in some shape, and on a more extensive scale, 
was conficntly relied on; and, accordingly, in the re- 
port made during the same session, to the Senate, the 


mate, amount to - - - - 85,400,000 
To which, adding the proceeds of the sales 

of public lands, estimated, as by the an- 

nual report, at ~ - - - - 600,000 


Makes an aggregate of -~ - - 6,000,000 
And leaves a deficiency of - - 3,600,000 


In order to complete the net revenue, 
wanted for the service of 1813, of - $9,600,000 


On the basis of annual loans of ten millions of dol- 
lars, during the continuance of the war, (which is the 
sum assumed by the committee, and which, consider- 
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on favorable terms. 

These observations are made only in reference to 
the finances and resources of the General Government. 
Considerations of a different nature have, on both these 
subjects, produced a different result, which makes a 


tional rule of apportionment, according to the respect- 
ive number of inhabitants in cach State, may be sup- 
posed to be unequal. Being at a greater distance from 
a market, and having, on account of the recent date of 
their settlements, less accumulated capital, it is cer- 


yesort to internal taxes, now, necessary, and will ren- | lainly true that they cannot, in proportion to their 
der loans more difficult to obtain, and their terms less | population, pay as much, or with the same facility, as 
favorable. But the resources of the country remain | the Atlantic States. Two considerations will, however, 
the same ;,and, if promptly and earnestly brought into | much diminish the weight, if they do not altogether 


action, will be found amply sufficient to mect the pres- 
ent emergency. With respect to internal taxes, the 
whole amount to be raised is so moderate, when com- 
pared either with the population and wealth of the 
United States, or with the burdens laid on European 
nations by their Governments, that no doubt exists of 
the ability or will of the people to pay, without any 
real inconvenience, and with cheerfulness, the pro- 
posed war taxes. For, itis still hoped that the ordinary 
peace revenue of the United States will be sutficient to 
reimburse, within a reasonable period, the loans ob- 
tained during the war, and that neither a perpetual 


obviate that objection. 
| 1, Of the articles actually consumed in the Western 
States’ there are two of general consumption, on which 
duties are laid, or proposed to be laid, and on which, 
being articles produced in those States, they will pay 
nothing, or less than the Atlantic States. On salt 
they will pay nothing, as the whole quantity consumed 
there is of domestic origin; and this observation af- 
fords an argument in favor of the restoration of the 
duty on that article, since it will tend to cqualize the 
operation of the direct tax. A considerable part of the 
sugar those States consume (nearly seven millions of 


and increasing public debt, nor a permanent system of | pounds) is also the produce of the maple, and pays no 


ever progressing taxation shall be entailed on the 
nation. ‘These evils cannot, however, be otherwise 
avoided, than by the speedy organization of a certain 
revenue. Delays in that respect, and a reliance on 
indefinite loans, to defray the war expenditure, the 
ordinary expenses of Government, and the interest on 
the loans theinselves, would be equally unsafe and 
ruinous—would in a short time, injure public credit, 
impair the national resources, and ultimately render 
much heavier and perpetual taxes absolutely necessary. 

Of the gross amount of five millions of dollars to be 
now provided, according to the preceding estimates, by 
internal taxation, it is respectfully proposed that three 
millions should be raised by a direct tax, and two mil- 
lions by indirect taxes. 

The sum of three millions will not, considering the 
increase of population, be a much greater direct tax 
than that of two millions, voted in the ycar 1798. To 
this, permit me to add another view of the subject. 

The direct taxcs, laid by the several States during 
the last years of tho Revolutionary war, were generally 
more heavy than could be paid with convenience. But, 
during the years 1785 to 1789, an annual direct tax of 
more than 200,000 dollars (205,189) was raised in 
Pennsylvania, which was not oppressive, and was paid 
with great punctuality. The increase of population of 
that State, between the years 1787 and 1812, is, in the 
ratio of about four to nine. A tax of 450,000 dollars, 
payable in the year 1813, is not higher, in proportion 
to population, alone, and without regard even to the 
still greater increase of wealth, and of circulating me- 
dium, than a tax of 200,000 dollars was in the year 
1787. But the quota of Pennsylvania, on a tax of 
three millions of dollars, will (counting Orleans as a 


| duty. 
| 


And, in time of war, it is probable that the res- 
iduc of their consumption will, in a great degree, con- 

i sist of New Orleans sugar; also duty free. 

| 2. A considerable portion of the direct taxes, in those 
States, is laid on lands owned by persons residing in 
other States, and will not fall on the inhabitants. It 
appears, by a late official statement, that more than 
two-thirds of the land tax of the State of Ohio are 

| raised on lands owned by non-residents. The portion 
of the quota of that State on the United States’ direct 
tax, which will be payable by its inhabitants, will, for 
that reason alone, be reduced to one-third past of the 
nominal amount of such quota. And, although the 
proportion may not be the same in the other Western 
States, it is well known that a similar result, though 
not perhaps to the same extent, will take place in all. 

From every view which has been taken of the sub- 
ject, it satisfactorily appears that the proposed amount 
of three millions is moderate, and cannot be product- 
ive of any real inconvenience, provided that the ob- 
jects on which the tax shall be assessed be properly 

selected. 

A direct tax may be assessed either on the whole 
amount of the property or income of the people, or on 
certain specific objects selected for that purpose. The 
first mode may, on abstract principles, be considered 
as most correct; and a tax laid in case of selection, on 
the same articles, in all the States, as was done in the 
direct tax of 1798, is recommended by its uniformity, 
and supported by respectable authority. it is, never- 
theless, believed that the systems of taxation, respect- 
ively, adopted by ihe several States, matured, modi- 

i fied, and improved, as they have been by long expe- 
| rience, will generally be found to be best adapted to 


$53 


January, 1812. 


=- 


ings and habits of the people. It is therefore proposed 
that the direct tax should be laid and assessed in cach 
State upon the same objects of taxation on which the 
direct taxes, levied under the authority of the State, 
are laid and assessed. 


The attempt made, under the former direct tax of 
the United States, to equalize the tax by authorizing | 
a Board of Commissioners, in each State, to correct 

the valuations made by the local assessors, was at- 

tended with considerable expense, and productive of 

great delay. In order to obviate this inconvenience, 

it is proposed that the quota assigned to each State, | 
according to the rulc prescribed by the Constitution, : 
should be apportioned by law amongst the several : 
counties, towns, or other subdivisions of cach State ; | 
adopting, in each State, where a State tax is now levied, 

the apportionment of the State tax, whether that be an | 
absolute quota, fixed by a previous State law on the | 
county or town, or whether it be only the amount | 
which shall appear to have heen last laid on such ; 
county by the operation of the general State laws, im- 
posing a direct tax; making the apportionment in the 
States where no State tax is now levied, according to 
the best information and materials which can be ob- 
tained; and authorizing the States, respectively, to 
alter the apportionment thus made by law, at any time 
previous to the day fixed by law for assessing the Uni- 
ted States’ tax on individuals. The whole proccss of 
assessment will thereby be reduced to that of assess- 
ing the quota of each county, town, or other subdi- 
vision, on the lands and inhabitants of such division. 
It will be'as simple, and may be effected as promptly, 
and with as little expense, as the assessment of a 
county tax; and the objects of taxation being the 
same, it may be still more facilitated by authorizing an 
adoption of the State assessment on individuals, when- 
ever it may be obtained from the proper authority. 


With respect to indirect taxes, it does not appear 
necessary to resort to any other than those which had 
heen formerly levicd by the United States. As they 
were in operation during several years, their defects, 
and the modifications and improvements of which they 
are susceptible, are better understood than new taxes 
could be. With some alterations they may produce 
the amount now wanted ; and it does not. appear that 
any other, equally productive, could. be substituted 
with any real advantage. The gross amount of those 
taxes, in the year 1801, was near one million of dol- ! 
lars. They would, according to the increase of popu- | 
lation, and without any augmentation in their rate, | 
yield, now, near $1,400,000. An average increase of i 
about fifty per cent. in the rate would produce the į 
intended gross amount of two millions. But it is be- 
lieved that that increase ought not to be the same in 
all those taxcs, and that some are susceptible of greater 
augmentation, or extension, than others. 

1, Duties on domestic spirits distilled—There iss 
not any more eligible object of taxation than ardent ) 
spirits. But the mode of taxation is liable to strong 
objections, particularly with respect to persons who 
are not professional manufacturers, and who, only oc- , 
casionally, distil the produce of their farms. Itis there- : 
fore proposed, that the duties on the quantity of spirits 
distilled should be levied only on spirits distilled from | 
foreign materials, at the rate of ten cents per gallon, 
distilled, and on other distilleries employing stills, the 
aggregate of which shall contain more than four hun- 


licenses in proportion to the time employed, all other 
distillers should only pay an annual tax of five dollars 
for cach still solely employed in the distillation of fruit, 
and of fifteen dollars for each still otherwise employed. 
This tax may, also, still, without reference to time, be 
made to vary according to the size of the stills. At 
those rates, this class of duties is estimated to produce, 
at most, $100,000; and it is intended, in that case, 
that another duty should be levied on the same article, 
in the shape of licenses to retailers. By the adoption 
of that mode, the expenses of collection will be con- 
siderably diminished, penalties for not entering stills 
will be unnecessary, and they will be confined, with 
respect to country stills, to the case of clandestine dis- 
tilling without paying the tax. 

2d. Duties on refined sugar.—A duty double of that 
heretofore laid, viz : at the rate of four cents per pound, 
is estimated to produce 200,000 dollars. The draw- 
back, both of that duty and of that on the importation 
of the raw material, to be allowed. mies 

3d. Licenses to retailers —'Vhese are believed to be 
susceptible of considerable and very proper augmenta- 
tion and extension. The following rates are estimated 
to produce 700,000 dollars. 


For a license to retail wines - - - $20 
do. do. spirits generally - - 20 
do. do. domestic spirits only - 15 

do. do. any other species of foreign 
merchandise -~ - - 10 


Tavern keepers, licensed under the authority of any 
State, and not living in any city, town, village, or with- 


{in five miles thereof, to be excepted. Every other per- 


son who sells wines, foreign spirits, or foreign mer- 
chandise, otherwise than in the vessel or package of 
importation, or in the case of dry goods, otherwise than 
by the piece, and every persori who sells domestic spi- 
rits in less quantity than thirty gallons, to be considered 
as a retailer. l 

4th. Duties on sales al auction—These, confined to 
the sale of articles of foreign produce or manufacture, 
and at the same rate as heretofore, may produce about 
50,000 dollars. 

5th. Duties upon carriages for the conveyance of 


persons.—These dutics, adding at the rate of fifty per 
| cent. on the duties formerly raised, are estimated to 


produce 150,000 dollars. 

6th. Stamp duties —An association of ideas which 
connects these duties with the attempt of Great Brit- 
ain to tax America, and which might, with equal pro- 
pricty, attach odium to the duty on the importation of 
tea, has rendered their name in some degree unpopu- 
lar. The great extension of post roads, and the facility 
of distribution, have, however, removed the most sub- 
stantial objection to which they were liable. ‘They do 
not appear to be more inconvenient than any other in- 
ternal tax, and the expenses of collection are less than 
on any other, being only a commission on the sale, and 
the cost of paper and stamping. At the same rate as 
heretofore, with the exception of bank notes, on which 
an increase appears proper, (with an option to the 
banks to pay one-twentieth part of their dividends in 
lieu thereof,) they are estimated to produce 500,000 
dollars. 


Recapttulation. 
Direct tax, gross amount - - - - $3,000,006 
Duties on spirits and licenses to distillers, 
gross amount - - - $400,000 
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Refined sugar, gross amount - 200,000 
Retailers’ licenses, do. - - 700,000 
Sales at auction, do. - - 50,000 
Duties on carriages, do. - - 150,000 
Stamp duties, do. - - 500,000 
2,000,000 
Total gross amount - 5,000,000 


Deduct expenses of assessment and collec- 
tion, and losses, estimated at fifteen per 


cent. - - - - - - - 750,000 
Net amount estimated for 1814, - 4,250,000 

But are not estimated to yield, in 1813, 
more than - - - - - - 3,600,000 


Most of the internal taxes have been estimated at 
their maximum; ‘but it is hoped that any defalcation 
from the estimated amount will he compensated by a 
diminution in the expenses of collection, which have 
also been computed at the highest rate. 

For the superintendence of those taxes, both direct 
and indirect, it appears indispensable that the office of 
commissioner of the revenue should be re-established. 
For their collection, the former offices of supervisor 
and inspector are belicved to have been unnecessary 
and injurious links in the system, and that the expense 
will be diminished, and the collection and accounta- 
bility better secured, by the division of the States into 
convenient collection districts, and by the appoint- 
ment of a collector to each district, who will pay into 
the Treasury, and be immediately accountable to that 
department, in the same manner as the collectors of 
customs. ‘his arrangement, the greater amount to 
be collected, and the simplification in the objects and 
mode of taxation, will, it is hoped, reduce, in a short 
time, the expenses of collection of the indirect taxes to 
seven and a half instead of thirteen per cent., which 
they formerly cost, when brought to their highest degree 
of improvement. Inestimating the charges on the direct 
tax at fifteen per cent., five per cent. have been allowed 
for the assessment, five per cent. for the collection, and 
five per cent. for losses. This last item is principally 
on account of losses on unseated lands, and on some 
remote districts of country, and is not susceptible of 
much reduction. That for assessment may be lessened 
in those States where the objects of taxation do not 
require an annual valuation, or where the State or 
county assessments may be used. The expense of 


collection proper may be, also, in some degree, les-: 


sencd in citics and populous districts, and by uniting 
it with that of the internal taxes. It is, however, ne- 
cessary that the compensation of the collectors be suffi- 
cient to command the services of men properly quali- 
fied, and in every respect. worthy of the trust. 

In performing the ungracious task of pointing out 
new objects of taxation, those have been submitted 
which appeared sufficiently productive and least oppres- 
sive. T'he objections to which each, including the in- 
crease of duties on importations, is liable, have not 
been stated, not because I was insensible of them, but 
because no substitute of any importance was per- 
ceived, which was not still more objectionable. Every 
tax being in some degree an cvil, is, therefore, liable 
to some objection; and every one, taken singly, may, 
for that reason, be easily combatted. But, if the ne- 
cessity of an additional revenue be admitted, the ob- 
jections afford no argument why the tax proposed 


should be rejected, unless another, less inconvenient, 
be substituted. The necessity of such an addition to 
the revenne has, in the course of this letter, been 
strongly urged, because it was strongly felt; but with 
respect to the taxes proposed, the selection is submit- 
ted with diffidence; and it will be highly gratifying 
that some morc eligible may be devised. ; 

The.last inquiry of the committee relates principally 
to the terms on which loans, amounting to at least ten 
millions of dollars per annum, may be obtained, and to 
the plan proper to be adopted for the reimbursement 
of such loans. 

The terms on which annual loans to that amount 
may be obtained, can be ascertained only by experi- 
ment. Government has never, since its organization, 
obtained considerable loans within the United States, 
at the rate of six per cent. a year, except from the 
Bank of the United States; and these, on a capital of 
ten millions, never amounted to seven millions in the 
whole. In proportion to the amount wanted for the 
service of the year, and to the increase of stock of the 
public debt at market, the terms must naturally be- 
come less favorable. Lt must, also, be recollected that, 
in addition to the sum wanted to defray the extraor- 
dinary expenses of the war, an annual loan, equal to 
the annual reimbursement of the six per cent. and de- 
ferred stocks, prescribed by law, will ulso be required. 
This, together with the reimbursement of the residue 
of the converted stock, amounting to $565,000, will, 
for this year, amount, as has been stated in the annual 
report, to $2,135,000. As the interest on the existing 
debt is included in the “current expenses,” the loan 
necessary for the reimbursement of the six per cent. 
and deferred stocks, will, for cach subsequent year, 
amount only to $1,570,000. ‘I'he loans for those sums 
will, indeed, create no addition to the amount of the 
debt, but will, nevertheless, increase the total sum to 
be annually borrowed. It must also be observed, that, 
if the price of stocks should sink below par, the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund are bound, by the ex- 
isting laws, to apply the residue of the annual appro- 
priation of eight millions a year to the purchase of 
stock; and that residue will, this year, amount to 
$3,640,000, which, in that case, must also be borrowed. 
It is a view of those several considerations which has 
created an apprehension that loans, to such large 
amount, might not, perhaps, be obtained on as favor- 
able terms as under other circumstances, and, with the 
powerful assistance of a National Bank, has been for- 
merly anticipated. The same view of the subject has 
most forcibly impressed a conviction of the necessity 
of an additional revenue: for, if further loans be also 
resorted to for defraying the ordinary expenses and 
the interest, they must, if at all practicable, be ob- 
tained on the most ruinous terms. Excluding that 
idea, and embracing only the loans which are abso- 
lutely necessary, it appears to me more prudent not to 
limit the rate of interest by law. A discretionary 
power, in that respect, is, so far as relates to the Ex- 
ecutive, altogether ineligible, but it is preferable to the 
risk of leaving the public service unprovided for. It 
is, also, for the same reason, requisite that the loans 
may be made irredeemable for a term uvi less than ten 
years. 

In a former communication to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, it was suggested that “ Treasury 
notes,” bearing interest, might, to a certain extent, be 
issued, and to that extent diminish the amount to be 
directly borrowed. The advantage they would have, 
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would result from their becoming a part of the circula- | 
ting medium, and taking, to a certain degree, the place 

of bank notes. It is evident, however, that, for the 

ame reason, the issue must be moderate, and never 

exceed the amount which may circulate without de- 

preciation. 4 

The loans necessary for the present year, are, Ist. 
Asum equal to that which may, during the year, be 
yeimbursed on account of the principal of the debt. 
gdy. The amount of expenses which have bcen, or 
may be, authorized by Congress, and are not included 
in the annual estimates. 

The frst sum will certainly amount to $2,135,000, 
and may be greater if the stocks should sink below. 

The second sum cannot yet be stated, since the ex- 
tent of the expenses which may be authorized is not 
yet ascertained, and as the estimates for the additional 
amy, already authorized, have not yet been received 
by the Treasury Department. 

The deficit of $1,200,000 (on the Peace Establish- 
ment) is not included as absolutely necessary, al- 
though its payment will, as stated in the annual re- 
port, leave in the Treasury a smaller balance than, 
under existing circumstances, is eligible. 


It may be proper to repeat that, so long as the pub- 
lie credit is preserved, and a sufficient revenue is pro- 
vided, no doubts are entertained of the possibility of 
procuring, on loan, the sums wanted to defray the ex- 
traordinary expenses of a war; and that. the apprehen- 
sions expressed relate solely to the terms of the loans— 
to the rate of interest at which they can be obtained. 

The reimbursement of the new debt which may be 
created, must ultimately depend on the respective reve- 
nue and expenditure of the United States after the res- 
toration of peace. No artificial provisions, no appro- 
jiations or investments of particular funds in certain 
persons, no nominal sinking fund, however constructed, 
will ever reduce a public debt, unless the net annual 
revenue shall exceed the aggregate of the annual ex- 
penses, including the interest on the debt. Those who 
create the debt can only estimate what the peace reve- 
nue and expenditure will be, and presume that the sup- 
posed surplus will be faithfully and perseveringly ap- 
plied to the payment of the principal. 


The current or peace expenses have been estimated 
at nine millions of dollars. Supposing the debt con- 
tracted during the war not to excecd fifty millions, and 
its annual interest to amount to three millions, the ag- 
gregate of the peace expenditure would be no more 
than twelve millions. And as the peace revenue of the 
United States may, at the existing rate of duties, be 
fairly estimated at fifteen millions, there would remain, 
from the first outset, a surplus of three millions of dollars 
applicable to the redemption of the debt. So far, there- 
fore, as can be now foreseen, there is the strongest rea- 
son to believe that the debt thus contracted will be dis- 
charged with facility, and as specdily as the terms of 
the loans will permit. Nor does any other plan, in 
that respect, appear necessary, than to extend the ap- 
plication of the annual appropriation of eight millions, 
and which is amply sufficient for that purpose, to the 
payment of interest and reimbursement of the princi- 
pal of the new debt. No doubt can be entertained of 
that mode being sufficiently efficacious, since, by that 
plan alone, forty-six millions of the public debt have been 
reimbursed during the last eleven years. If the na- 
tional revenue exceeds the national expense, a simple 
appropriation for the payment of the principal of the 
debt, and co-extensive with the object, is sufficient, 


nd will infallibly extinguish the debt. Tf the expense 
exceeds the revenue, the appropriation of any specific 
sum, and the investment of the interest extinguished, 
or of any other fund, will prove altogether nugatory 5 
and the national debt will, notwithstanding that appa- 
ratus, be annually increased by an amount equal to the 
deficit in the revenue. 
The annual interest on the existing debt i 
amounts to ~ z S - 7 - $2,220,000 
And estimating the interest on the new 


debt at - - - - - - 8,000,000 
The sum which, on the annual appropria- 

tion of eight millions, would, at the res- 

toration of peace, be applicable to the 

payment of principal, is - - - 2,780,000 


- $8,000,000 


Total. = - - - - - 


A sum somewhat less than the presumed surplus of 
three millions, as above stated, and which will be nearly 
sufficient to reimburse, before the year 1823, the whole 
existing debt of the United States, with the exception 
of the three per cent stock. ‘The loans contracted du- 
ring the war being made irredcemable for at least ten 
years, the first reimbursement would fall on that year ; 
and the whole of the appropriation of eight millions, 
after deducting $485,000 for the interest of the three 
per cent. stock, would thenceforth he applicable to the 
payment of the interest and principal of the new debt. 
The precise period of final extinguishment, and the pre- 
cise amount of annual payments, will depend on the 
terms of the loans, and on the number of years for which 
it may be necessary to make each loan irredeemable. 
But this sketch is sufficient to show, Ist. That no in- 
convenience will arise in making the loans irredeem- 
able for ten years, since there is not much probability 
that they could be sooner discharged. 2dly. That the 
appropriation of eight millions will be sufficient for 
their final reimbursement. 3dly. That that reimburse- 
ment, and that of the whole debt of the United States 
(the three per cent. stock excepted) will probably be 
effected within fifteen years after the restoration of 
peace. It must always be remembered that those es- 
timates are predicated on the supposition that an ad- 
ditional revenue, to the amount already stated, will be 
provided, and that the increase of debt, during the war, 
will not exceed fifty millions. 

In answering the inquiries of the committee on sub- 
jects so intimately connected with the most important 
questions of national concern, it became an imperious 
duty to represent every circumstance precisely as it 
was, or appeared to be, and without exaggerating or 
disguising any of the difficulties which must be en- 
countered. To understand these to their full extent, 
will afford the best means of overcoming them; and 
there is none which appcars insurmountable or even dis- 
couraging. What appears to be of vital importance is, 
that the crisis should at once be met by the adoption 
of efficient measures, which will with certainty provide 
means commensurate with the expense; and by pre- 
serving unimpaired, instead of abusing, that public 
credit on which the public resources so eminently de- 
pend, will enable the United States to persevere in the 
contest until an honorable peace shall have been ob- 
tained. 

I have the honor to he, with great respect, sit, your 


obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Hon. E. Bacos, Chairman, Se. 
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. NAVAL ESTABLISHING. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
teeof the Whole, on the bill concerning the Naval 
Establishment. 

Mr. Basserr.—Mr. Chairman: I rejoice that 
on all sides of the House the importance of this 
question is admitted. It is indeed important, in- 
volving the first duties of the Government, the 
first interests of the people. Give me leave to 
congratulate you, sir, and the nation, that a cause 
so good has found so able an advocate as my 
friend from South Carolina. {subscribe to his 
doctrine in relation to commerce, For, in cast- 
ing my eyes up as I enter this Hall, I sce grouped 
together Agriculture and Commerce. forcibly pre- 
senting to my mind their intimate relation. It is 
the freight that cheers the sailor whilst tugging 
at his oar he fetches and carries and thereby gives 
value to the surplus of the agriculturist, and 
supplies to him what his climate, his farm, or his 
occupation, will not produce, Yetit is not in re- 
lation to foreign commerce, that my mind has 


been led to view this subject ; and I regret, greatly 


regret, that it has been always thought necessary 
to array the agricultural interest against naval 
equipment. Let me ask the Committee, with me, 
to take a more dignified view of this subject, and 
examine it as a means of national defence, as it 
will give security to life, liberty, and property. 
Whilst in the great scheme of nature good is mixed 
with evil, a resort to force will occasionally be 
indispensable, and a nation not only willing but 
determined to be free must at some time, if not 
always, be prepared for defence. When that 
necessity occurs, what is at the discretion of the 
nation? Only the quantum and kind of force. 
It has been argued by all, and the decision is wise, 
that if you resort to force, it should be equal, or 
more than equal, to the contemplated object. On 
that ground, I will leave it, and take up the other 
alternative—the kind of force. 

Shall we, then, rely for defence and security 
on bayonets or ships, on regiments or seventyfours? 
I hesitate not, hefore this Committee and this na- 
tion, to declare my preference to the latter—and 
why prefer them? Because less dangerous to 
your civil institutions, less costly and more effi- 
cient. If we consult the faithful page of history, 
we find no instance where a naval commander 
has overturned his Government. As navies have 
been in use time immemorial, and there has been 
no instance, it is fairly inferable that there will 
be no instance; reason supports what history af- 
firms. It has been said of the sailor, that his 
home is on the deep. Absence denies. them the 
means of interest and intrigue. The force under 
their command cannot be marched on land. The 
General only becomes dangerous, as he can march 
his army at his heels, as the influence he has 
gained in the camp follows him to the city. The 
Admiral, possessing neither the means nor interest, 
nor power, how can he be dangerous? To illus- 
trate this from history, look to Holland. Did 
De Ruyter or Van Tromp innovate on the Duteh 
Government, or was it the Prince of Orange, at 
the head ofthe army—a General—made Stadtho!- 


der? Yet my friend from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Seysert) has instanced Holland as one of the 
nations destroyed by her navy. Tcannot butthink, 
to use an expression of his own, that his reason 
was on the wing, and that he did not take time 
fairly to view the case. I ask a reconsideration, 
when I am sure that my well-read friend will 
accord with me, that it is to the fatal influence of 
the House of Orange that the sad ‘catastrophe of 
| tbat nation is attributable. To the British his- 
tory I appeal also as illustrative of this pviut. 
Have not her naval equipments exceeded all na- 
tions, and is her Government less favorable at 
i this moment to the rights of humanity than those 
of her neighbors, who may be said to have a steel- 
begirted shore, whose ramparts are bayonets? 
For the many years which the British navy have 
ruled the ocean, what has been the influence of 
| her Admirals in the councils of the nation? None, 
| sir; neither in France or in Britain was an Ad- 
miral ever Prime Minister. Here let me ask, if 
| Cromwell was an Admiral ? 

But, says my friend from Pennsyvania, the 
British navy has had a fatal tendency to bring the 
nation in war, as said Mr. Sinclair. Let me ask 
my friend, for a moment, to ease his wing from 
the pursuit after the speculative opinions of Sin- 
clair, by showing us the instance in which the in- 
fluence of the navy led the nation into war? 
Was it that influence that broke the peace of 
Amiens? [think not. Nor will my friend, to 
excuse Mr. Pitt's crusade against the French revo- 
lution, say that the navy was the cause of that 
war. The preceding war was that of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Stamp and tea taxes evince 
how much agency the navy had in the produc- 
tion of that war. Where then is the instance ? 
I shall, I hope, be excused for saying that I had 
rather have the opinion proved by the instance, 
than the instance by tie opinion. 

But, sir, the patriotic opinions of our country 
are against me, and the Virginia resolutions, as 
penned by our Chicf Magistrate, and the able 
speech of Mr. Gallatin, are quoted. To the first 
I answer, the Message, at the opening of ihe ses- 
sion, page 10, says: “Your attention will of 
“course be drawn to such provisons on the sub- 
«ject of our naval force, as may be required for 
“the services to which it may be best adapted. 
‘I submit to Congress the seasonableness of an 
‘authority to augment the stock of such materials 
‘as are imperishable in their nature, or may not at 
“once be attainable.” I consider every report 
coming from the Heads of Departments a Cabinet 
act. In that view, I beg leave also to make a 
general reference to the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy. As to the opinion of Mr. Gallatin, 
I would be understood as holding in as high es- 
teem as any one that great and good man. He 
shall have my everlasting gratitude fur the good 
he has done his country. To his opinion shall 
I contrast my own? No, sir, I will beg leave to 
read from the Noies on Virginia, page 291: 

“ Wars then must sometimes be our lot; and all the 
wise can do, will be to avoid that half of them which 
would be produced by our own follies and our own 
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for the other half the | actor; yes, he had witnessed that a British force, 


pean enemy. On that element it is necessary we 
should possess some power. To aim at such a navy 
as the greater nations possess, would be a foolish and 
wicked waste of the energies of our countrymen. It 
would be to pull on our own heads that load of mili- 
tary expense, which makes the European laboror go jį 
supperless to hed, and moistens his bread with the 
sweat of his brows. š 

“Tt will be enough if we enable ourselves to prevent 
insults from those nations of Europe which are weak | 
on the sea; because circumstances exist which render 
even the stronger ones weak as to us. Providence has 
placed their richest and most defenceless possessions 
at our door; has obliged their most precious commerce 
to pass, as it were, in review before us. To protect 
this, or to assail us, a small part only of their naval 
force will be risked across the Atlantic. ‘The dangers 
to which the elements expose. them here are too well 
known, and the greater dangers to which they would 
be exposed at home, wore any general calamity to in- 
volve their whole fleet. They can attack us by detach- 
ment only; and it will suffice to make ourselves equal 
to what they may detach. Even a smaller force than 
they may detach, will be rendered equal or superior 
by the quickness with which any check may be repaired 
with us, while losses with them will be irreparable till 
too late. 

« 4 small naval force then is sufficient for us, and a 
small one is necessary. What this should be, I will 
not undertuke to say. I will only say, it should by no 
means be so great as we arc able to make it. Suppose 
the million of dollars, or £300,000 pounds, which Vir- 
ginia could annually spare without distress, to be ap- 
plied to the creating a navy. A single year’s contri- 
bution would build, equip, man, and send to sea, a force 
which should carry 300 guns. The rest of the Con- 
federacy, exerting themselves in the same proportion, 
would equip in the samo time 1,500 guns more. So 
that one year’s contributions would set up a navy of 
1,800 guns. 

« The British ships-of-the-line average 76 guns ; their 
frigates 38;—1,800 guns then would form a fleet of 30 
ships, 18 of which might be of the line, and 12 frigates. 
Allowing cight men, the British average, for every gun, 
their annual expense, including subsistence, clothing, 
pay, and ordinary repairs, would be about $1,280 for 
every gun, or $2,304,000 for the whole. I state this 
only as one year’s possible exertion, withot deciding 
whether more or less than a ycar’s exertion should be 
thus applied.” 

The circumstances under which these two great 
men delivered these two variant opinions were 
not less different than the circumstances under 
which they were formed. The first was given 
under the irritation of opposition and in the heat 
of debate. The latter sprung from the asylum 
sacred to patriotism: and philosophy. The early 
habits of the first were formed in a country far 
removed from nautical views, but where indeed 
the use of the bayonet was well understood. The 
latter had just had the American Revolution in 
review before him, nay, more, he had been a busy | 


tobacco in them did, it was owing to the merey 
of the enemy. He had seen Cornwallis march ` 
triumphantly from Chestertown to Virginia. A 
French fleet came to our aid, gave us the com- 
mand of the water, and the laurels were shora 
from the brow of this popular Britisk General and 
himself made captive. Here then, we have a 
mountain view, opposed to a water prospect— 
theory to experience. I trustI shall not be consid- 
ered as presuming too much in deciding in favor 
of the practical opinion. Alandarmy, therefore, 
is not the safest instrament for defence; but the 
sea is the element on which we should meet an 
European enemy. Let us then count the cost. 
Will naval equipment be more costly than an 
army? Theargument of my friend from South 
Carolina (Mr. Cuzves) is unanswerable on that 
head. He has, I believe, purposely omitted one 
fact in corroboration of his statement for me. I 
will supply it as wellas I can. Itis this: thatthe 
experience of the British nation retrospectively 
confirms his view, as to the comparative expense 
between land and uaval equipment. 

From the British State papers, as recorded in 
the Annual Register, the Naval expenditure was, 
for a series of seven years, as follows : 

For year 1760—vol. 3, p. 122—Navy - $3,640,000 
Do 


g 0. Army - 1,383,748 
Do. vol. 5, p. 150—Navy - — 800,000 
Do. do. Army - 3,640,000 
Do. do. Ordnance 728,716 
Do vol. 6, p.175—Navy = - 3,408,777 
Do. do. Army - 3,053,476 
Do. vol. 7, p. 157—Navy - 1,202,229 
Do. do. Army - 1,840,761 


The Annual Register, for the year 1786, states 
that the expenditures—perhaps I ought to say, 
supplies—were, 


For the year 1786—Navy - - - $1,800,000 
Do. Army - - - 1,600,000 
Do. Ordnance - - - 348,000 
Do. 1787—Navy - - - 2,286,000 
Do. Army - - - 1,876,287 
Do. Ordnance - - ` 288,576 
Do.  1788—Navy - ~-  - 2,411,407 
Do. Army - - - 2,045,812 
Do. Ordnance - - - 437,707 
Do. 1789—Navy - - - 2,828,570 
Do. Army á - - - 1,917,062 
Do. Ordnance - - - 459,444 
Do 1791—Navy - - - 4,008,405 
Do. Army - - - 1,907,237 

‘Do. Ordnance-, - + 151,000 


For a series of five years, at that period, begiu- 
ning with 1795, we have the following: 


For the ycar 1795, p. 171—Navy - - $5,200,000 
Do. do. Army - - 2,773,534 
Do. do. Ordnance - 2,321,000 
Do. 1796, p $2—Navy -~ - 5,720,000 
Do. do. Navyordnance 624,152 
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Do. do. Army - - 6,194,452 | the expanded bosom of the 
Do. do. Army ordnance 1,744,471 | tide of the Potomac, 
Do. 1798, p. 38—Navy -  - 12,538,000 ! into the interior of the State 
Do. do. Army - - 10,112,000 | extensive; the Rappahannock and York but lit 
Do. do. Ordnance - 1,291,000 | tle inferior, leaving out of view the lesser inlets. 
Do. 1800, p. 26—Navy -  - 12,619,000 | This view is stronger, when we consider the kind 
Do. do. amy ook ot | of war we shall be engaged in. Cong uest, as relates 
Bo: ae 32_N, nance = Ba | to Great Britain at least, is allowed to be out of 
De. do P T Ara S 15 900.000 | the question. What other kind of war then will 
Do. ae Ordnance = 1,738,000 | she carry on? A predatory one. Her floating 


No one will question the safety with which re- 
liance may be placed on the British expenditure 
for land and naval purposes. To aid this view, I 
will observe that in many instances of the sup- 
plies the estimate appears to have been made at 
£4 per month for each man, whether in the land 
or sea service, Is it necessary to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the fact, that in the 
course of years reviewed, the British navy has 
been every where successful ; her army only oc- 
casionally so, If then the experience of the past 
and the best estimate of the future, evince that 
naval equipment is not more costly than land 


equipment, and since an army is not the safest į 


instrument cf defence, we are led to inquire into 
its effect or applicability to our situation. If the 
view be taken as some have done, that the foree 
you are to provide is to give additional security 
to commerce, then indeed were argument unnc- 
cessary as it is self-evident that regiments are 
altogether inefficient for that object. If limited 
to my view, namely, for the defence of our sea- 
coasts, the shores of our bays and rivers, and for 
the protection of that great highway that lies be- 
tween Orleans and Maine, the peculiar applica- 
tion of naval force is almost as apparent. Take 
a view of the seacoast, its extent, the number and 
boldness of its rivers, and it will point at once to 
the kind of force necessary for its protection. 
That view will show you also the extent of the 
interest at stake which it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to defend. I thauk the gentleman froin 
Kentucky (Mr. McKer) for his calculation. I 
did not hear him accurately, but have no doubt 
ofits correctness. He came to this result: with the 
building twenty ships-of-the-line and forty frigates, 
you would, at the end of the war, be $80,000,000 
in debt. Admit it. On your seacoast and rivers 
you have not less than fifteen or twenty towns, 
worth on an average the sum of $80,000,000. To 
save one then would compensate the eX pense, and 
my object includes besides all the farms and farm- 
houses, to say nothing of the lives of their inhab- 
itants, which would be of equal, and I believe 
grealer,amountin value than all thetowns. There 
is then left the coasting trade, which, as within 
the mark, I will state at $80,000,000. How then 
stands the caiculation of the enemies of our sys- 
tem? How great the saving over the cost? And 
on us is the duty to make u. My district strik- 
ingly evinces the inefficiency of bayonet defence. 
There is within its bounds more water than land; 
and you cannot go five miles in but few directions 
Without meeting with navigable water ; nay, sir, 
my State exemplifiesit. We count in our bounds 


{ 


j is a striking one. 
| be at war without a single ship. The smallest 


seas; and when we shall be 
| less, itis not probable that their talents will be 


| force will commence at Boston or further North; 
if you are found prepared, the enemy will move 
on to the first assailable point—when your force 
have followed her ther& she will abandon an ex- 
hausted place for one more abundant in plunder. 
Being led this dance to the southernmost point, 
you may then be led the dance back again. Is 
this chimerical? The experience of the Revo- 
lutionary war proves it. For they then first pos- 
sessed Boston—driven from thence, they came to 
New York, from which place their naval supe- 
riority enabled them to send detachments to 
Charleston, Virginia, &e. 
Extremes are not always the safest mode of 
reasoning’; but in this case, the view it exhibits 
Suppose the United States to 


vessel may insult and injure you in all your 
waters; and for this I refer to the British sloop 
in Charleston, and the Cambrian in New York, 
claiming jurisdiction in your very harbors; and 
Tam sure all who are within the hearing of my 
voice anticipate before I name it, the fatal conse- 
quence to one American citizen at least. This 
total imbecility on the water is strongly exempli- 
fied in the histury of China; permit me to read 
an extract taken from a newspaper: 

“The excellent policy of a great nation’s being des- 
titute of u navy is strikingly excmplified in China. 
Here two or three millions of people are kept in con- 
tinual awe and consternation from the marauders on 
their coast, who send and carry off their wives and chil- 
dren; stop all the unarmed vessels they meet in the 
rivers of that fine country, and pillage and plunder al- 
most without resistance. Even some of the Chinese 
are themselves obliged to co-operate with them, or at 
least render them assistance by forbearing to oppose 
for their own preservation. Now a few frigates would 
be more than sufficient to silerice all these piratical 
ladrones; but they have too much ofthe American un- 
politic policy for such expense; nor will they wantonly 
expend one dollar for naval defence; though ten would 
he saved in consequence of it.” 

We have some neighbors in St. Domingo, aud 
elsewhere in the West Indies, who know how to 
make as good ladrones as are made in the Chinese 
cume totally defence- 


unemployed and their powers inert. 
This fact is not dependent on this scrap, but is 


known to every man conversant with that conn- 
try. 
Ueman. saying, at this time an American captain 
from Newport is engaged by that immense em- 
pire as a defender against those ladrones. Iam 
led to another view of the subject by the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Me- 


Iam just presented with a note froma gen- 
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Ker,) who said that one county near Baltimore 
could pay more taxes than the whole State of 
Ohio. Now taxesare thesinewsof war. Ishould 
thank the gentleman, if he would calculate the loss 
that might be drawn from the seaboard by a con- 
temptible floating force: And here the resources 
of the nation would not only be lost to your own 
Treasury, but they would be applied in aid of the 
resources of your enemy. Ihave shown you how 
assailable we are on the seaboard. The tempta- 
tion to plunder is admitted. Will you then dis- 
regard your duty and leave us unprotected? [ 
feel strong in the appeal to this House, that they 
will extend to us a portion of the strength of the 
nation, 

It is not in man to be perfect. Complete pro- 
tection is not asked; but we hope not to be 
reduced to the humiliating condition of being 
deeme unworthy of public protection. As to 
the quantum of defence. the argument of the 
gentleman from South Garolina (Mr. Casves.) 
is relied on as unanswerable. What, sir, if it 
cost you $80,000,000, shall it deter you when it 
has been shown that more than twenty times 
$80,000.000 will be saved by it! But Great Brit- 
ain has a thousand ships, cries every opposing 
tongue—a thousand ships, perhaps, swim on the 
imagination of every one that is silent. Sir, I 
accord with my friend from Pennsylvania, or 
rather, perhaps, Í ought to say I admire his mag- 
nanimity in giving his enemy the praise of brav- 
ery andof skill. Will he not, with me, look to the 
monument at the Navy Yard, to the fate of Somers 
and Isracl? Must we be reminded of the Phil- 
adelphia, attacked under the walls of Tripoli by a 
third or fourth of the force which defended her? 
Shall I bring to his recollection the bombardinent 
of Tripoli by one frigate aud a few gunboats, or 
the final effect which our few frigates produced 
on that Puwer, compared with that of the Neapo- 
litans, with, I believe, four ships-of-the-line 2? I 
trust that these instances will suffice as proof to 
my friend, that, if the British are brave, his coun- 
trymen are equally so. Since we are led to this 
nation and its thousand ships by my friend, let 
us consider her conduct at the period of the Span- 
ish Armada, Its particular number is not ma- 
terial; but it was styled by British historians in- 
vinecible. Did the British nation then, headed by 
awoman,submit? No,sir. The sequel is kaown— 
a tempest came, and the armament was destroyed. 
Had Britain then a population to support and de- 
fend her seagirt frontier greater than America ? 
No. If, indeed, there is no help for us, but ina 
blast from Heaven to disperse these one thousand 
ships, let us take the counsel in the fable, and first 
put our shoulders to the wheel, and then call on 
Heaven, and this appeal I will join, in confidence 
that a free people are the peculiar care of Heaven. 
With unequal sail, let me follow in the wake of 
my friend from South Carolina, in the argument 
as drawn from the number of British ships. He 
gave you their stations, and asked from which 
could the force be spared to detach to these seas. 
I would ask at what time, in what instances, has 
she been able to make distant detachments, and 

12th Con. Ist Suss.—2S 


what have been the number? Lord Nelson went 
up the Mediterranean with, I think, fifteen sail-of- 
the-line—a French fleet that effected the capture 
of Cornwallis, was, I think twenty; yet it was 
months before Great Britain could collect in these 
seas a force to compete with De Grasse. It will 
be better to refer to the memory of gentlemen 
than to fatigue them with multiplied instances. 
Let it not be said that seven millions of freemen 
are not capable of defending themselves. 

Thus, sir, in a desultory way, I have given you ` 
some of my views on this subject, not all, because 
I have thought much; but the want of habit does 


‘not enable me to condense or arrange my views: 


my feelings tell me [ have oce upied my portion 
of your time. 

[Nots.—It was intended to have compared the ex- 
penditure for the British navy, which is understood to 
be for the last years $17,200,000, with the cxpenditure 
of the French army, which is believed to be $40,000,000. ° 

By report of the Secretary of War it appears that a 
regiment of infantry will cost per annum, $167,031. 
Do of cavalry, $273,506. A 74-gun ship will cost for 
same time, by report of the Secretary of .the Navy, 
$202,110.] S 

Mr. Mrrcuiue said, he addressed the Commit- 
tee under impressions of great diffidence, after so 
full an elucidation as the subjcet had received, 
particularly from his honorable friend the chair- 
man of the committee that reported the bill, (Mr. 
Caeves,) who bad supported it with cogent rea- 
sonings; and his other honorable friend, (Mr. 
Bassert,) who had maintained its expediency by 
perspicuous statements. -I should have been wil- 
ling, Mr. Chairman, to remain silent on this oc- 
casion; but coming, as I do, from the principal 
seat of commerce in this nation, and being the 
immediate representative of its greatest mercan- 
tile emporium, I feel a more than usual impulse 
to make known to you my sentiments on the 
question. If, in so doing, I shall not pursue an 
even course, but appear somewhat immethodical : 
and desultoryin my remarks, it will, I trust, be ` 
ascribed in part to the difficulty of selecting topies 
not already touched upon and exhausted. For the 
laborers who have gone before me with their . 
sickles, have so completely gathered the harvest, - 
that I consider myself but an humble gleaner in 
the field. 

The bill now under consideration contains sey- 
eral distinct propositions for increasing the naval 
power of this nation. The two prominent fea- 
tures which it exhibits, are, first, the repairing of 
such public ships and vessels as now lie in ordi- 
nary, and rendering them fit for service; and, 
secondly, an augmentation of our floating force, - 
by constructing a number of line-of-battle ships, 
and additional frigates. The other provisions of. ` 
the bill, as to men, money: and docks, are merely 
incidents to the great objects contained in the first 
and second sections. As the whole bill is open 
to animadversion, and as its principle has been 
discussed at great length, I shall rather direct the ` 
observations l have to offer to the chief subject of 
naval increase, than to matters of detail in its- 
modifications. 
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The people whom we represent here, in this 
House, may by called emphatically a commercial 
people. All of them, and more especially the 
eastern and northern portions of the inhabitants. 
havea deep interest in the use and employment 
of the ocean. Their land is the more valuable on į speed, is without a parallel in ancient or modern 
account of its contiguity to that highway of na- i times. Nor are our countrymen deficient in the 
tions. They have availed themselves of their sit- į management and direction of such floating ma- 
uation to educate expert merchants and naviga-| chines. They can spring a cable and weigh an 
tors. They are owners of vessels and cargoes; | anchor more expertly than the trans-ailantie sail- 
and these. together, with their persons, they ex- i ors; they can hand, reef, and steer better; they 
pose on the tempestuous waves; dispositions of į ean perform a prescribed piece of service quicker; 
this character marked the infaney of the Colo- | they equal the most able of the foreign mariners 
nial settlements. Even while confined within | in expedients to lessen the dangers of the storm, 
the restrictions imposed by the master Govern- | and to extricate themselves from the horrors of a 
ment over his provinces, they gave admirable! lee-shore. Their activity has really wrought 
proofs of their knowledge and adroitness in almost | wonders. While some of them are exploring 
everything that related to trade and shipping. ! high Jatitudes for a Southern continent, another 
Thus, a commercial spirit was interwoven, asit | has taken possession (Crusve-like) of the remote 
were, with their original stamina. What they ! island of Tristan d’Acunha ; while a third teaches 
first acquired by practice, was perpetuated by im- | the arts of civilization to the natives of the Sand- 
itation. To this day, it is cherished by habit; by | wich Islands, and a fourth plants the seeds of em- 
continuance, it has become necessary to them, as! pire on the banks of the Northwestern Columbia, 
a sort of second nature. This tendency of their | To belt the globe, is become with them a cow- 
mind was strengthened by the freedom of the in- | mon feat, an ordinary act of commercial outfit. 
stitutions under which they lived; and, before: The sandal-wood of the Fejee islands, the pearls 
the lapse of half a century, from their landing in | of the Carolinas, and the buche de mer of the 
these climes, they disputed fiercely with their | Philippines, are sought almost as familiarly as the 
governors about patronage and prerogative. Inj productions of the West Indies. If they find 
process of time, attempts were made to tax their! foree necessary to carry on that commerce, they 
commerce without their consent, and to levy mo- j apply that force, remove difficulties abroad in 
ney upon them, not voted by representatives of j their own way, and excite no inquiries at home 
their own choosing. They resisted ; they anneal] about their proceedings. By individual effort the 
edtoarms. The duties on glass, painters’ colors, ; science of physical geography and the art of cir- 
and tea, were not oppressive in their amount; but, ; cumnavigation, are as much improved now-a- 
being wrong in principle, our predecessors, unal- | days, and in this country, as they have heretofore 
terably attached to a free jurisprudence, and a! been by the munificence of nations, even with 
free trade, declared magnanimously that they | European monarchs at their head. And, what is 
would not tolerate the encroachments. They | worthy of particular notice in these voyages, they 
adopted the maxim of principiis obsia, of oppos-j who engage in them perfectly know how curios- 
ing tyranny at its onset. They made early oppo- | ity may be blended with profit, and how the air, 
sition, and their resistance was effectual. | the water, and the earth, may be so laid under 
The quarrel which terminated in the Revolu- | contribution as to afford them a rich reward for 
tion was thus the offspring of a misunderstanding, | their toils. 
principally commercial; and,indecd, grounded in; I havc heard it said, that the revolutionary Con- 
commercial restrictions. And {í mention it to] gress had conceived, as soon as the individual 
demonstrate the temper and feeling of our people, | States could be prevailed upon to surrender the 
while yet in the Colonial condition, upon this! impost then belonging to them, a duty of five per 
important point. That was a contest upon a pre- | centum ad valorem, would defray all the needful 
cautionary idea, aud undertaken less from any | expenses of the General Government. All their 
injury actually sustained, than from opression | calculations of future income rested upoo com- 
apprehended. | merce. The framers of the Constitution, under 
. Independence was, nevertheless, attained, and | which we are now by God’s blessing assembled, 
our citizens were thereby emancipated from their! appear to have entertained similar views of the 
provincial thraldom. Immediately, they became | system of revenue. This may be inferred, from 
more commercial than ever; they quickly doubled | the power expressly given to Congress © to regu- 
the stormy Cape, and made visits to India and | late commerce.” And this, sir, is not a dormant 
China—they braved the billows, and bade defi-; power, like that granted, but never exercised. © to 
ance to the tempests—they proved themselves) fix the standard of weights and measures.” It 
daring and intrepid, almost beyond example. | has been often the object of legislative enactment. 
Shall I attempt a few sketches in the maritime Í It is one of the most weighty and important con- 
history of these sons of liberty ? They wield the | cessions of power that that incomparable insiru- 
axe better than any other people; they vanquish | ment confers. I conceive the authors of this 
the stately tenants of the forests, and subject the | Constitution to have been the lords of the soil, and 
oak, and the pine, and the cedar, and the locust, | the true representatives of the landed interest. 
to their power; they model and construct ships | They were not a convention of professed mer- 


of my assertion. The excellence of their struc- 
tures, whether you regard their burden or their 
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chants; but merely an assembly of gentlemen | loss to the country, whether the underwriter or 
with commercial feelings. They have left one | the assured shall be obliged to bear it. In either 
of the strongest proofs of this that was ever re- j case, there is so much taken out of the country ; 
corded, by prohibiting Congress from laying a | there is so much minus in the great national ac- 
duty on exports. Thus that patriotic body, with | count—and the process may be carried so far as 
a jealous vigilance and foresight, took care of the | to be ruinous to both parties. I wish to steer my 
agriculture and the commerce of their country. | coarse free and clear of such rocks and breakers 
Knowing the connexion between these two great | as these. If the Treasury now contained but half 
branches of human enterprise, in nature and in| the sum of the property burned, sequestered, de- 
‘fact, they would not sever them in practice nor | tained, condemned, exacted for costs, charges and 
even in theory; and for the most valid reasons | fees, and wrung from the owners under some foul 
that can be conceived. Agriculture has been de- | pretext or other, we should possess more by haif 
elared to be the mistress, and Commerce the hand- | than is required to provide for the decent protec- 
maid. Yet the correctness of this may well be | tion of our commerce. 

questioned. Their relation is of another kind;! Weare told, nevertheless, that if the tracks of 
moreconsanguineousand more intimate. I should | the ocean, in addition to their usual dangers, are 
rather pronounce them to be sisters; that the! so beset with enemies, it is best to keep out of 
sisters were of twin connexion; and that Agri-| harm’s way by staying at home. This experi- 
culture had the advantage of Commerce only in | ment has already been tried. An embargo of 
the circumstance of being the elder-born, Away | fourteen months was abandoned from a convie- 
then with that political error which disjoins ties | tion of the impossibility of enforcing it. The 
and affinities so intimate as these! people, it seemed, must and would trade. Many 

The Constitution also bestows upon us the | would adventure; no restraints could bind them. 
power to build and employ a navy; intending, nu | They proceeded to sea without the accustomed 
doubt, thereby to afford a safeguard to that prop- | documents, and the courtesy of the British gave 
erty and those persons who were embarked in | the runaways a favorable reception. 
commerce. It was perfectly plain that rapacity | Our people, as I said before, are bred to com- 
and violence had not deserted the earth; that un- ' merce. They are devoted to navigation ; barter 
protected wealth would tempt the hand of cupid- j and sale are their delight. The spirit of business 
ity; and that the weak would occasionally in! warms them. Whether permitted or not, certain 
these days of refinement, as in the ruder times of | portions of them will go abroad in quest of better 
yore, be made the prey of the strong. Letters ofj fortune. Nothing that 1 know, not despotism it- 
marque and reprisals were therefore authorized : self, will induce them to surrender their birth- 
upon proper occasions; and rules concerning cap- | right, the privilege of ploughing the ocean fora 
tures were intrusted to our legislative discretion. ' market. 

Fully possessed of all this knowledge and allj Itis not now the question, whether our constit- 
this power, the people of the United States have | uents shall be a commercial people or not. That 
been remarkably pacific; they have been more | die has long ago been cast. We are so: and the 
than pacific; they have acted under a persuasion | dispute which at present agitates us, isa nuility, 
that other nations would be equally pacific, at; if we do not intend to continue so, If I was to 
least towards them. Our citizens have entertained | engage as Plato did, in framing a constitution for 
too good an opinion of mankind; and in conse- | an ideal Republic, or after the manner of More, 
quence, they have fallen alone and helpless into | delineate the form of an Utopian government, I 
the dens of thieves and sharpers. They have ad- | donot affirm that I would exclude external com- 
ventured with large sums of money in their pur- | merce. But the visionary schemes of closet-pol- 
ses, among pirates and ruffians, without pistols | iticians are not the matters upon which we are 
and side-arms of any sort to defend themselves. | deliberating ; ours is practical business. It is a 
Like the feeble, good-humored and forgiving, | decision of the course which it is wisest and best 
everywhere they have been kidnapped, and plun- | to take, under a constitution which recognises 
dered in all quarters. The millions and hundreds į foreign trade, derives its principal pecuniary sup- 
of millions that have been thus unlawfully seized, | plies from the exercise of that trade, and invests 
would have ruined any people butourown. But! us, the legislative administrators of that consti- 
a productive soil, worked by industrious hands, | tation, with the presiding care over it. 
repairs losses with amazing quickness. From | The experience of ages has sufficiently proved 
this source it is, that such immense depredations | that, if men expose their persons among barba- 
have not exhausted us entirely. The waste ofj rous strangers, they are liable,in a multitude of 
plunder has been great; but the efforts of repro- | cases, to insult and captivity ; and if they have 
duction has been greater. It have been urged. sir, | treasure or merchandise in their possession, rob- 

that the hazards of trade may be guarded against | bery and murder are but too often practised by 


by insurance. By paying a premium adequate to | the assailants. Does not the sheik who com- 
the risk, an adventurer can secure the sum men- | mands the caravan traversing the Arabian sands, 
` tioned in his policy against individuals or com- | know the danger of his undertaking? Is he for- 
panics who would make good his loss. This is; getful that his camels, those “chips of the desert,” 
indeed truc; and such operations are of the high- | with all their precious loading, pilgrims, huck- 
est importance to meu of business. But in the | sters, and all, will become the spoil of some free- 
eye of a statesman or a sovereign, it is equally a | booter, unless ‘he shall be prepared to purchase a 
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of Europe in these tumultuous times, has pro- 
duced a state of society among the nations there, 
both in its motives and actions, similar to the lex 
fortioris of the Asiatics. What is the inference 
to be drawn by a rational mind upon these things ? 
Why, plainly, that the persons and property of 
the citizens of the United States, when abroad on 
lawful commercial enterprises, shall be directly 
protected by a force at hand, or, that the foreign- 
ers who violate the flag of our nation, do it at 
their peril, and under absolute assurance that they 
shall eventually be called to answer for it with an 
avengingarm. The highand mighty personages 
who rule the portion of mankind called (what a 
monstrous perversion !) civilized, have lost much 
of their respect for waxen seals and covenants on 
parchment. 

Let us, for a moment, Mr. Chairman, examine 
the nature of the controversy we have with Great 
Britain. It puts me in mind of the man and his 
mistress—he vowed he could not live with her, 
and yet, he swore he could not live without her. 
The controversy is not territorial. We had, it is 
true, a discussion about the St. Croix river, and 
the boundary between the district of Maine and 
the province of New Brunswick. There is, also, 
a limit, not yet ascertained by chain and compass. 
in the Northwest. The course from the Lake of 
the Woods to the head of the Mississippi, as di- 
rected by treaty, involves an impossibility. The 
article says it shall proceed west; geography de- 
clares it must run south; and the discordance has 
never been accommodated. But these differences 
of opinion between the parties are amicable, and 
have not been deemed causes of animosity, far 
less of rupture. Our dominion, therefore, is un- 
touched. The controversy is not genealogical ; 
we have no rival competitors for a throne among 
us; our people are not arrayed under their Tudors 
or Plantagenets; there is no faction distinguish- 
ing itself by the badge of the White Rose in op- 
position to that which decks itself with the Red. 
‘What have we to do with the blood-royal, and 
whether the true or spurious issue shall succeed ? 
The right of suffrage is frec, and I trust in God 
it will ever remain so. The electoral colleges 
perform their duty without molestation, and wo 
betide the man who shall interrupt them! 

Having thus endeavored to find what the dis- 
pute is noé, let us try to discover what itis. Lf I 
can comprehend the nature of the altercation, it 
is purely commercial. I beg the Committee to 
observe how the matter stands. Before the Rev- 
olution Great Britain resolved to tax the colonies, 
but, injudiciously for her, attempted to gather the 
tribute in the colenial ports. This was resisted, 
and with such effect as to overthrow the system. 
Since the Revolution, the same country, availing 
herself of our preference for her productions and 
partiality to her manufactures, pursued her plan 
of taxation. But, grown wiser by dear-bought 


time, had not other proceedings given the alarm. 

Tt is not my intention to weary my hearers with 
tedious recitals. I, therefore, briefly observe that, 
after various moves in the game of negotiation, 
(and a long game it was,) our Government was 
told that, if we would pay a transit duty to Great 
Britain, or trade under licenses bought from her, 
we might have access to the continent of Europe; 
that is to say, if you will pay her for the privi- 
lege to import your Champaign and Burgundy 
wines, and to carry to France your fish, rice, cot- 
ton, and tobacco, you may enjoy the trade, other- 
wise, you will be the subjects of capture and con- 
demnatiun, wherever you may fall into her power. 
To avoid this degradation, we have declared a 
non-importation, and refused to be any longer one. 
of her customers; whereupon, she has decided 
that, if we will not trade with her, we shall not 
trade at the shop of her enemy. And thus, be- 
tween the trade of France, which is scarcely 
worth having, and that from England, which we 
have refused to have, we are brought to our pres- 
ent siuation. 

For outrages infinitely less than these, our pre- 
decessors in 1774 and 1775, resolved on resistance 
by force, Our adversary knows, this time, where 
to pinch us. She aims the blow at our valner- 
able part. By a single coup de main she takes 
rnoney from your people and their Government. 
With the same instrument of mischief she rips 
up their pockets and cuts to pieces the bag of the 
Treasury. With a foe so expert in creating in- 
dividual discontent and public embarrassment, 
have we to contend. I am not, sir, indiscreet 
enough to launch all we possess upon the ocean. 
In my judgment, we ought not, by any means, to 
put the whole of our happiness afloat. Our near- 
est and dearest interests are on terra firma, and 
there they should be preserved and maintained. 
Bat, at the same time, I may be permitted to say 
that our rights on the ocean are too important to 
be sold or abandoned. It has been ingeniously 
contended that our people are well typified by 
the mammoth, a great land animal; and by oth- 
ers, that a becoming emblem would be the levia- 
than,a huge inhabitant of the water. If I should 
not provoke the risibility of the Committee by 
the observation, I would remark that the much 
derided tortoise, an amphibious creature, familiar 
both 10 land and water, was a more appropriate 
symbol; employing the former for the multipli- 
cation of its race, and the latter for their better 
subsistence. 

To employ an army alone would be to fight 
with one hand tied behind our back. To equip 
a naval force in aid of the other is to strike with 
both hands. And, in making a trial of our en- 
ergy, L wish it may be done totis viribus, with 
mightand main. The idea I have, sir, of a float- 
ing foree is, the construction of as many armed 
ships and vessels as are commensurate with our 
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abilities; and we are able to accomplish much, if | equipping convoys of their own for protecting 
we please. I would authorize our merchant ships, ; the vessels they insure. 
which, in my opinlon, have already the right to| Lastly, for I shall mention but one more of these 
arm in their own defence, to make prize of those | contingencies, our seafaring brethren, when left 
who wrongfully attack them. If need required, | too much to themselves and exposed to rapacious 
I would, on an emergency, hire ships, and arm | pirates, as well as to the boisterous elements, may 
them in defence of the people’s rights. I would | conceive the project of combining and confede- 
grant commissions to individuals who were in- | rating the defensive efforts of the maritime cities, 
elined to cruise. I would make the most of the | (as Hamburg, Lubec, and their allied towns did 
force which the gun vessels (I will not call them | in the middle ages,) and of forming a new Han- 
by their hackneyed name) afford; and T would add | seatic league in the Western hemisphere. 
the succor which block-ships, fire-rafts, and torpe-| And really, sir, the mode proposed in the bill, 
does promise us. By these means a litile fleet | of adding security both to our coasting and our 
might be created which would more than pro-/| foreign trade, is so plain and obvious, that it is 
tect your ports, harbors, and bays. It would | difficult for me to conceive how, in the present 
cause your authority to be respected beyond the | demoralized and distracted state of the nation, 
marine league from the shore. It would carry | protection can be granted in any other way. 
the honors of your flag to a natural and well de-| With this view of our violated commerce, and 
fined boundary, the Guif Stream, the space be- | of the inconveniences resulting from such viola- 
tween which and the coast might be reckoned | tion, [ have a firm conviction that itis worthy of 
part of the national domain. I would not at-| peculiar regard. But, protection requires expense, 
tempt, Mr. Chairman, the construction of a thou- | and our citizens are believed to be averse to the 
sand ships, to contend gun for gun with our op- | taxation and contribution necessary to defray that 
ponents, Nor, had I fitty vessels, would I send | expense. I feel, indeed, it is a hard and ungrate- 
a challenge to the enemy to come with an equal | ful task, to demand money from our constituents 
number, and array themselves fora pitched bat- | for the purposes of the Treasury. But I feel also 
tle. No such gasconading and folly as that. My | the strongest persuasion that they will consent to 
advice would be, so to use our vessels that, with | the requisition when they are satisfied it is made 
the least unnecessary exposure to damage and | for their own benefit, and for asserting their es- 
capture on our part, we should give as much an- | sential rights and interests. I know not what 
noyance as possible to the foe. As the reason- | other members may think on this subject; but, for 
ings of negotiation have been ineffectual, a more | that section of the Union which I have the honor 
conclusive logic, and a more irresistible argument | to represent, I have uniformly found them prompt 
are required. and open-handed in works of charity, benevo- 
Lam not much addicted to prophesying, but I| lence, and mercy. When liberality and public 
cannot refrain from conjecturing a few of the | Spirit are in request, it 1s not their custom to be 
consequences that may result froma torpid beha- | Wanting. And now, when under the pressure of 
viour on this occasion. Imagine, sir, a busy and | commercial embarrassment, and the menace of 
commercial people acting without the patronage | the most serious evils, they are asked to aid the 
of their own Government. Certain results may | finances of their country, I cannot permit myself, 
be tolerably well foreseen. for one moment, to imagine they will grudge 
The naval stores with which our country | their ratable proportion. Be the sum, therefore, 
abounds may take their departure for foreign | More or less, the cause, the noble cause of which 
magazines and arsenals, and increase the strength Tam the advocate, justifies the expenditure. The 
of the nations to whom the latter belong, to do us | Undertaking must not be abandoned by scanting 
the greatest harm. ay the means. Our resources are amply competent. 
The shipwrights and artists, whose business it We will put our shoulders to the wheel, and do 


i : Be pes ` : what we can. We have an unimpaired credit to 
1s Tas aa ead Ber aloe kag REA spn make loans. We have public lands in store, which 
beyond oar ee 8 ane | may be pledged for the fulfilment of our engage- 


: . ments. Above all, we possess more than mines 
Our native seamen may, peradventure, follow : agree a 
them; and through want of employ on the one of gold, in our industry and enterprise. And as 
2 Oe ee : the objects for which we contend are of the high- 
part, and under bounties and tempting encourage- 


` . est importance to our successors, I am willing to 
; | n s i ‘ d ’ £ 
ments on the other, be induced to enlist them- | Jraw bills upon posterity for the amount of the 
selves in an alien service. 


F balance unpaid. 
The merchants of the United States may pos- oar 


i 1 È r The means are easy, then. No doubt can be 
sibly be induced to purchase the licenses dispensed | entertained of the bravery of our commanders 
by the stronger Powers; and, under their cover, 


U and crews. The Spaniards, the Moors, the Greeks, 
pursue an unmolested, a lucrative, but an abhor- | and even the English were astonished to behold 
red commerce. 


. the officers and seamen of our Navy passing the 
Owners of ships and vessels may be induced to 


> Straits of Gibraltar on their passage from New 
arm more extensively than heretofore practised, | York to Tripoli, ia boats so low, so small, so illy 
in their own defence. 


: adapted to cross the Atlantic. Such a mixture of 
Companies of merchants and underwriters may | discipline and intrepidity was a phenomenon, both 
find it expedient to lessen the chances of loss by|in the history of that war, aud of navigation. 
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This voyage in boats, not vastly superior to bat-! 
teaux, has an air so romantic, that it reminds one | 
of the witches who were fabled to traverse the: 
surface of the deep in egg-shells. Should there 
be in the nation a person who doubts, let him ex- 
amine the pages of history, where are recorded 
the deeds of Rogers, Decatur, Truxtun, and Pre- 
ble, in chastising the enemies of their country. 
And, allow me, Mr. Chairman, to direct bis at- 
tention to thal sumptuous monument, erected by | 
ihe officers of the Navy at this place, to immor- | 
talize Somers, Wadsworth, Israel, and their asso- 
ciates, for their gallant contempt of death. 

Here you distinguish the love of glory, that 
ornament of an individual and of a people. Oh, 
may we ever cherish among us the ardor for an 
honorable fame! May we at no time forget to 
pronounce eulogies and utter songs, upon the ben- 
efactors of our country. This elevation of soul 
imparts a dignity 10 the human character, which 
is of inestimable value, and of a nature too ethe- 
rial to be classed with the gross possessions of 
life, or to be rated in any denomination of cur- 
rent money. Itis the lamp of life; when it burns 
dim it is the symptom of great disorder in the 
moral constitution ; and when it goes out, it shows 
that the disease is desperate indeed. 


Tuespay, January 21. 

The Spzaxsr laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting a list of 
the names of persons who have invented any new 
or useful art, machine, or manufacture, and to 
whom patents have issued subsequent to the 
twenty-eighth of December, 1810, in obedience 
to a resolution of the House of the 13th instant. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittce of the Whole on the bill concerning the 
Naval Establishment. 

Mr. Jonnson said: I do not know, sir, why I 
should regret the discussion of any subject in this | 
place, when I recollect that each member is under | 
the same obligations of duty and responsibility. 
It has been said thatno member would be thanked 
for his vote in favor of this bill—and, fearless of 
censure, I shall oppose this attempt to lay the 
foundation, and to pledge the property of the peo- 
ple for naval systems, as ruinous to the finances | 
of the country, as it will be destructive to the 
peace of the nation, After every effort in my 
power, | could not suppress the sensation of sor- 
row, that Congress should be distracted with al 
subject that would justly excite alarm throughout į 
the nation, even in the hours of profound tran- 
quility. [have looked to the Treasury reports, and 
I see a national debt of about fifty millions of dol- 
lars. I look to the aggressions of England, and I 
find we have been driven to the necessity of crea- 
ting a great and expensive military force to avenge | 
our wrongs and to expel the enemy from her North | 
American colonies. I look to the arguments of | 
the advocates of this pernicious system, and they 
acknowledge that we are driven to the brink of a 


war that will require loans and taxes, and end in 
a new debt of at least fifty millions of dollars— 
and under these circumstances, when we are upon 
the heels of a second revolution, when the people 
are likely to be most pressed for the ways and 
means to carry on the war with vigor and certain 
success, the ruinous system of a great navy is 
pressed upon us. Upon the return of a second 
peace, when the British possessions shall be incor- 
porated into the Union, and our army disbanded 
—when commerce shall be restored, and a surplus 
of revenue in the Treasury—after meeting the 
demands of the Government, with more propriety 
might the question be presented for consideration. 
I believe, sir, since the political reformation in 
1801, the question of building a navy had never 
been before presented directly to the consideration 
of Congress. When Mr. Jefferson, that illustri- 
trious character, presided over the destinies of the 
United States, why was not this navy-building 
proposed? Then we had a revenue of fifteen 
millions of dollars annually, and a surplus in the 
Treasury. No, sir, such a system had been put 
down too recently—the struggles against a navy 
in ’98-9 were not forgotten. I deny the capacity 
of the United States to maintain a navy without 
oppression to the great mass of the community in 
the persons of tax-gatherers ; and if a great navy 
could be maintained, it would be more than use- 
less—it would be dangerous to the peace and 
tranquillity of this nation. I was in favor of re- 
pairing and putting into service the whole of our 
naval force, consisting of one hundred and sixty- 
two guuboats and upwards of fifteen frigates and’ 
smaller war-vessels ; because this naval force, 
united with our fortifications, would give secu- 
rity to our coasts and harbors, protect our coast- 
ing trade, and would be important in the pres- 
ent crisis to co-operate with privateers and in- 
dividual enterprise against the commerce and 
plunder of Great Britain. But this is not the ob- 
ject of the bill. It contemplates and embraces a 
navy to protect our commerce in distant seas as 
well as at home, and which cannot cost less than 
twenty or thirty millions to accomplish ; and, when. 
built, would entail upon the Government of the 
United States the annual expense of fifteen million. 
of dollars, equal to the amount of our whole reve- 
nue in the most prosperous years of commerce un- 
der the administration of Mr. Jefferson, and double 
the amount of our present financial income. Itis 
the system, as well as the expense, that I object to; 
and while I am ready as any man to keep a smali 
naval force, to be confined to the protection of 
our maritime frontiers, as well as I am to keep 
upa small land force, to protect our territorial 
frontiers, I will not vote onc cent for a system of 
naval force which is destined to keep foreign na- 
tions in check in distant seas, and destined tu en- 
tail upon this’ happy Government perpetual taxes 
and a perpetually increasing national debt. The 
people will not support such a Naval Establish- 
ment—they have the corrective in their hands: 
and build this fleet of twenty seventy-fours and 
forty frigates, and the people will in their turn 
put thera duwn, But, sir, we are told, that we are 
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acommercial people, and that you cannot restrain 
a spirit of enterprise in our citizens which is 
limited only by the polar snows to the North and 
the icy mountains to the South. 
has attempted to damp that gallant spirit, that 
mercantile enterprise—such adventurous voyages 
have been fostered and cherished by every means 
in the power of the Government. But, sir, has 
this unparalleled enterprise, this gallant spirit, 


been carried on by a navy? Such a thing has: 


never been thought of. which proves that this 
question of a navy has no connexion with this 
commercial enterprise; and the existence of one 
without the other, is positive proof of the fact. 
But it is also said, that agriculture and commerce 
are twin sisters, and the learned gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Mrrcniuu,) will not allow a 
more distant connexion. I have no objection to 
such a union, and I did expect that it would have 
been demonstrated what was the real relation- 


ship between these twin sisters and a permanent 


navy ; whether it is that of cousin-german, brother, 
or husbaod. As these subjects have not been 
identified, I must be permitted to say that there 
is no connexion—unless under the disguise of 
protection, the navy would be the destroyer both 
of commerce and agriculture—by taxes upon the 
one and constant war upon the theatre of the 
other. The advocates of a navy need not expect 
to.cover the deformity and danger of the system 
by telling the people they are friends to the pro- 
tection of commerce—and that those who oppose 
itare ready to relinquish our rights upon the ocean, 
No, sir, this will not do. They will ask if our 
commerce, as great as it has been, was ever 
protected by anavy. They will look at the ex- 
penditure of the public money—they will see 
twenty-uine millions of dollars expended upon our 
present Naval Establishment; and though they 
may not complain of that prodigal waste of pub- 
lic money, upon so small a naval force, they will 
look to the effects produced by this power, and 
they will refuse to augment it, until, indeed, the 
Peace Establishment shali require augmentation. 
The people will look to the votes of this House, 
and they will see the opposers of a Navy willing 
at this moment to avenge the depredations upon 
our commerce and neutral rights by actual hos- 
tility. [am not prepared to give up our rights, 
whether upon the ocean or upon land, whether 
commercial or personal; but E may differ in the 
means of avenging these wrongs, and vindicating 
those rights, and (shall ever differ from those 
who wish a navy to ride triumphant in distant 
seas, and, under a pretext of protection to com- 
merce, doom the nation to galling burdens too in- 
tolerable to be borne. But we are told, sir, that 
this question partakes of the character of a self- 
evident proposition. Indeed, sir, and in what re- 
spect is it entitled to this definition of self-evident ? 
Unless, indeed, from every consideration of his- 
tory, experience and reason, it is evident that a 
navy is an engine of power and ambition, calcu- 
lated to embroil a nation in quarrels and wars, 
and to fix permanent wretchedness upon the in- 
dustrious class of the people. When we look to 


No person. 


the delegation from each State, we find a difference 
in sentiment upon this subject, whether lying on 
the seaboard or distant from it. 

The chairman of the Naval Committee has at- 
tempted to make us believe that a navy is the ans, 
chor of our hopes, and I dare venture to say, his 
eloquent colleague (Mr. WiLL1aMs) will in due 
time denounce it as the most abominable system 
—always employed in the fell purposes of outrage, 
plunder, war, and death. The same division of 
sentiment exists in Massachusetts as to this de- 
structive and expensive establishment. And, sir, 
let me not omit to mention, the sentiments of the 
Republicans of 98-9, were not only. entitled to 
the love and confidence of the people, but worthy 
of our imitation. Nor will I omit the resolutions 
of the Virginia Legislature in opposition to a navy, 
when they remonstrated against measures which 
they considered ruinous to the freedom of the 
United States—nor is my respect for those opin- 
ions lessened, although many Republicans in Con- 
gress at this time, and men of talents, have be- 
come great advocates fora navy, and I will put 
it to the people whose opinions are entitled to their 
approbation, whether a navy beyoud the peace 
establishment is ruinous, or the rock of our safety. 

Leaving the division of sentiment in our coun- 
try, let us advert to ancient and modern history, 
and search for examples upon this important sub- 
ject. And here, sir, I will take this position, and 
defy history for an example, that no great naval 
power ever confined their naval strength to the le- 
gitimate object of protecting commerce in distant 
seas. I will refer to Tyre and Sidon, Crete and 
Rhodes, to Athens and to Carthage. Nosooner had 
these nations ceased to confine their naval strength 
to their maritime defence at home, to the protection 
of their seacoast, than they were engaged in 
plunder, piracy, depredations upon other nations, 
or involved in wars, which certainly accelerated, 
if it did not produce the downfall and destruction 
of those Governments. Peace and tranquillity is 
not the natural state of a great naval power. A 
disregard of public law. sacred treaties, and blood- 
shed, would suit it better; and it has been, and 
ever will be, the consequences of such force. 
These nations furnish another example and in- 
structive lesson to the present generation—that 
while their commerce and navy furnished a small 
part of the people with the luxuries of every 
country at that time known, the great mass of 
citizens at home were miserable and oppressed. 
Their rights neglected, their burdens increased, 
and their happiness destroyed, while their fleets 
and external grandeur carried astonishment and 
terror to distant nations. When a nation puts 
forth her strength upon the ocean, the interior of 
the country will be neglected and oppressed with 
contributions. Ancient history does not furnish 
a solitary instance of any permanent good, or long 
continuance of peace arising from a great naval 
supremacy ; such overgrown power, such unnat- 
ural strength, must feed upon plunder, at home and 
abroad. When we come to medern nations we 
have proof before us of the positions I have taken. 
We have been told of Holland, as a people exist- 
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ing ina most flourishing state of prosperous com- | rights formed one of the primary considerations— 
merce without a navy to protect il, and we have | not more primary than the rights of agriculture 
been told of Spain asa naval power without com- | and manufactures, nor the rights of property, the 
merce to protect. Butleaving these examples, let | rights of persons, protection from foreign invasion 
us look at France and Great Britain; we here} and aggression, or from internal foes. These 
have examples before our eyes; we need no his- | rights were equally important, and not less the 
tory ; the facts are before us. considerations which strengthened the bonds of 
Admit that Great Britain, with her thousand | the Union. And if any consideration had a pref- 
vessels, could protect her lawful commerce, let me | erence, it arose from considerations of peace and 
ask, if her navy has ever been confined to that ob- | war. 
ject; whether it is confined to that object at this| When I look into the preamble of the Consti- 
time; whether her navy has not fattened upon | tution, which to be sure is no specifie grant of 
the spoils of Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, | power, but is an interpretation of the objects of 
and the commerce of neutral nations. making war | that great charter of our Union, I find it was to 
equally upon friends and enemies. Her navy, tri- establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, pro- 
umphant in every sea, is employed in a system of | vide for the common defence and general wellare, 
plunder against the world. and, notwithstanding | and to secure the blessings of liberty, that the 
this supremacy, we see her citizens groaning | Constitution was adopted; and although mari- 
under a national debt of eight hundred millions of | time commerce has only a co-equal right with 
pounds sterling, more than all the nations of the | all others, still, the greatest means and resources 
universe could pay. We see her upon the preci- of the Government have been directed to its pro- 
pice of bankruptey—we sce her people, her nu- | tection. And still it would seem, if we do not 
merous subjects, loaded with taxes, that would as- | ruin the nation by the establishment of a navy, 
tonish any man who did not know the fact—not- | we wish to make encroachments upon commerce, 
withstanding this, the public debt is daily inerca- | to damp the commercial spirit, And this we are 
sing, and it 1s now acknowledged by all the world | told in the face of facts, which appear upon record, 
that she is fighting for her existence—victorious at | and in the face of every expensive war measure 
sea and safe at home from invasion, and still her | now taken and adopted. Sir, in a colonial state, 
very existence isatstake. Sir, I never wish to| it wasa duty upon tea that was the immediate 
see the liberties of my country afloat upon the | cause of a war, which was bloody indeed, and 
ocean and staked upon the strength of a navy. | continued upwards of seven years; a conflict 
Look at France, separated from her enemy by a} which has no parallel in history as to its begin- 
narrow channel, without vessels to meet the fleets | ning and termination. And at this moment, vio- 
of England on the water, and still she is unable | lations of our neutral rights upon the ocean is a 
to burn the seaport towns of France or invade the | primary cause why we are about to wage a second 
French territories, or in any way to make an im- | war with Great Britain; and still we are gravely 
pression upon her. Populousand powerful upon | told that we are unwilling to protect commerce, 
land, nothing but the imperial despotism that ex- | and that we are ready to abandon it, because we 
ists throughout that vast empire, prevents the, will not vote away the substance of the people 
country from being the most enviable residence | upon a system of policy whieh must ruin the na- 
upon the globe, except our own favored land. | tion if not crushed in its infancy. The Constitu- 
Let not the Congress of the United States there- | tion says, Congress shall have the power to pro- 
fore stake their existence upon navies, let us not| vide and maintainanavy. And this has been 
withdraw the protecting hand of Government |read. So has it authorized Congress to raise and 
from the soil; let us not increase the burdens of | support armies, to lay and collect taxes. and de- 
the people, and weigh them down with a public | clare war; but the Constitution does not fix the 
debt to support external grandeur. Do not by | limit of these powers, and all are liable to abuse. 
this system destroy the affections and attach- | And the Convention did not suppose that any 
ments of the solid and honest part of the commu- | Congress would so far abuse these powers as to 
nity, who support the Government of the country. | keep cither a standing army in time of peace, 
Sir, the report of the Naval Committee has as- | which must endanger the liberties of the people, 
sumed principles as erroneous as they are novel— | or a permanent navy, that would involve us in 
that the protection of maritime commerce was, | continual wars with other nations, and perma- 
above all other objects, the first and the greatest | nent taxes upon the people. A reasonable Peace 
consideration which laid the foundation for the | Establishment to protect our maritime and terri- 
present Constitution. There is nothing to war- | torial frontier, consistent with striet economy, 
rant such a position; and no reason docs exist | must have been contemplated; and this force, 
why our commercial rights should have been bet- | naval and military, we have maintained; and we 
ter sccured than the other various rights and in-| are as secure asa nation can expect to be from 
terests cmbraced by that charter of our indepen- | savagesora maritimefoe. There would beas much 
dence. In the specific grants of power. Congress | reason why we should keep in pay five hundred 
has the authority to regulate commerce with for- | thousand regular troops in time of peace, as your 
eign nations, with the several States, and with | twenty vessels of seventy-four guns and your 
the Indian tribes: not giving preference in lan- | forty frigates, in addition to our present naval 
guage to foreign over State and domestic com- | force. In every point of view, therefore, a per- 
merce. I will admit, sir, that our commercial | manent navy is as injurious to the country as a 
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standing army. One will endanger your liberties | I wish to confine myself to legitimate means, and 
by conquest, and the other by wars with foreign | not means that will be as fatal to the happiness 
nations. | of the country as the evil intended to be reme- 

So far from our not having protected commerce, | died. We have been told that our commerce is 
it bas engrossed the whole attention of the-Gov-| interrupted by picaroons and pirates from the 
ernment. Iam ready to go farther; but not with! West Indies, and the many insults and injuries 
aview to neglect other rights and interests equally | which we have suffered within or near our ports 
deat to us all. I wish to see every facility given | and harbors. These things are no argument with 


tò the interchange of commodities among the 
several States. It would be a pleasing spectacle 
tomy mind. We are blest beyond every other 
people, in soil, climate, and productions. The rice, 
cotton, and sugar of Orleans, Georgia, and South 
Carolina, the lead of Louisiana, the hemp of the 
Western States, the tobacco and flour of North 


Carolina, Virginia, and the middle States, in-; 


cluding Pennsylvania, the warehouse of every 
commodity, and the manufactures and shipping 
of New York and the New England States. This 
trade would be valuable, and would not depend 
upon the caprice of foreign despots. But we are 
asked, emphatically, how will you protect com- 
merce? The answer is easy. We will protect 
it as we have protected it. In times of peace, we 
will act with justice towards all the world; we 
will pass navigation laws, and divert the com- 
merce of the country from nations who will not 
respect our rights. If these expedients should 
fail us, we must resort to the last alternative—war. 
For, before we make war it will not be pretended 
that we can authorize our navy to avenge the 
wrongs of our merchants, or you would take from 
Congress the right to declare war, and give it to 
our naval commanders. But I am asked, how 
will you contend with a maritime nation, with- 
outa navy? Sir, that question is as easily an- 
swered as the first. I will ask, how we succeeded 
in the Revolutionary war? We were without 
any security upon our seacoast, and still we suc- 
eéeded. But to be more specific—I would grant 
letters of marque and reprisal, and authorize pri- 
vateering. Give scope to individual enterprise, 
to destroy the commerce of the enemy—which 
can’ be done effectually. I would fortify our sea- 
port towns; station our gunboats and frigates 
along our coast, to protect us at home, And in 
this way I would in war avenge the infractions 
of our neutral rights. 

It has been asked, if we were secure from mari- 
time invasion, I answer, we are well fortified 
against any naval force; not beyond possibility of 
injury, but as well secured as can be expected. 
We have one hundred and sixty-two gunboats, 
and frigates and sloops amounting to fifteen now 
in Service, and two or three sea-worthy, might be 
repaired. The Gulf Stream has been fixed upon, 
in the opinion of the learned gentleman from 
New York, as the proper limit of our territorial 
sea. I have no objection to that limit; I think 
Hature has fixed that boundary for us; and con- 
sidering our coast to differ from the bold shores 
of Europe, it would not be unreasonable to claim 
this as a sea in which our vessels should be ex- 
empt from search, or any other rule of the laws 
of nations, 


me to augment our naval force at this time. Arm 
your merchant vessels, and they will never com- 
plain of buccaneers or pirates from St. Domingo ; 
and this is a right that should be given to them, 
under certain regulations; and as to the indigni- 
ties which we expericnce from the war vessels of 
Great Britain, I will state that it was our own 
fault that we did not on those several occasions 
wipe away the insult and avenge the injury re- 
ceived. When the unfortunate Pierce was mur- 
dered by a British naval officer, and carried into 
New York, would it not have been the most cor- 
rect course to have taken satisfaction upon the 
same vessel from which the injury was received 2 
If so, the means were as much in our power as if 
we had owned forty frigates; the order alone 
was wanting. But was the course a correct one 
in abstaining from farther bloodshed? If so, let 
it rest. In the attaek upon the Chesapeake, would 
it not have been most prudent to have sacrificed 
that vessel and her crew? If so,a force could 
have been collected in a few days to have made 
the sacrifice; the order alone was wanting. In 
those two cases, and in every other indignity 
committed within our own waters, the desire of 
peace and the. nature of our Government pre- 
vented the immediate satisfaction for the griev- 
ance, and an appeal was made to negotiation, 
From tkese considerations, no argument can be 
drawn to support a naval establishment. If we 
have been tardy in reststing the injuries we have 
received from foreign nations, we must ascribe it 
to the proper cause, and not to the want of a 
navy. But, if something more must be done at 
this time, and we must expeud more money to 
secure the coasting trade, I would offer @ substi- 
tute for the bill upon your table; I would take 
up the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
upou roads and canals, and I would adopt bis 
idea, and execute his plan of opening an inland 
tide-water navigation from Boston to Georgia, by 
cutting four canals, which would not cost more 
than three millions of dollars, according to the 
estimates, viz: from Boston to Rhode Island, 
above the isthinus of Barnstable; from the Rari- 
tan to the Delaware; thence to the Chesapeake ; 
thence to Albemarle Sound. A navigation more 
secure in war, or more secure from interruption, 
than you would receive from your forty frigates 
and your twenty seventy-four gunships. But this 
durable navigation has not the splendor of navies 
about it, and I could not expect my substitute to 
be adopted; internal improvements of this kind 
do not suit our towering minds. Now, sir, if we 
had the free navigation of the St. Lawrence to 
the North, as we have of the Mississippi to the 


I will yield to no man in protecting | South, connected with this internal tide-water 


commerce, or any other right of the nation. But) navigation, we should embrace the most impor- 
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pose that the establishment of a navy would dis- į to the defence of our maritime frontier. In war 
pense with fortifications? No matter what your | we shall have enough for them todo. I wish 
force, if you had no fortifications, such a city as | such men as Rogers, Decatur, Gordon, and the 
New York might and would be laid in ashes. | rest of our officers who are ready to devote their 
Some daring Admiral, such as Lord Nelson, or | lives to the service of their country, kept near us, 
Preble, if any other nation could boast of such a | and not sent to distant seas to fight the batule of 
man, would rush into danger and court death to | the Nile, or storm Gibraltar. 
accomplish such an object—an attempt which| J shall conclude with remarking, that I have 
would be folly against well built fortifications | endeavored to prove in the course of my remarks 
and batteries; so with Charleston and Boston. | that this isan unfavorable moment to agitate this 
These places are not going to give up their forti- | question. That the sentiments of the people are 
fications and their cannon. I would inquire, in | against such a system, and that ancient and mod- 
my turn, whether this cheap defence, the navy, | ern history do not furnish arguments in favor of 
could quell the savages on the Wabash, or take |a naval power; but that navies have been and 
the Canadas and Nova Scotia. I suppose the | always will be engines of power, and employed 
advocates of a navy would dispense with gun-/ in projects of ambition and war; that the conse- 
boats, that most invaluable species of defence in | quences of a navy are perpetual internal taxes 
ports and harbors, shoals, or still water. A species | and a publie debt; the incapacity of the nation 
of defence recommended by that illustrious man, | to support a great navy, and its tendency to draw 
Mr. Jefferson, becanse he knew their utility at | the hand of protection from the rights of the 
home, and the little danger of their being used in | people at home; and that naval forces have never 
distant seas, to acquire naval glory alone. I: been and never will be confined to the protection 
would call the attention of the House to the St. | of commerce, but will be engaged in plunder and 
Lawrence. the Delaware, the Mediterranean, the ! constant violations of the laws of nations; and, 
ports of Europe, and the Baltic, the theatre of i lastly, that commerce has had its share of protec- 
their successful operation in almost every in-j tion, and that the war we are about to wage is 
stance. Ridicule and laughter shall never change | principally for the violations of our neutral rights 
my opinion as to their efficacy. But, sir, he cvil | upon the ocean. 
of impressment must necessarily grow out of this | - Mr, Lownpes.—Mr. Speaker, in one opinion, 
establishment. It has been contended already | expressed by the honorable gentleman last up, 
that we would have the right in time of war to | (Mr. Jounson,) I can concur. The Constitution 
prevent our seamen from going on board priva- | was not formed for the exclusive protection of 
teers, afd we could compel them to serve in our | commerce, but for the defence of all the interests 
national ships. This then is the doctrine of im-!of the United States. These are to be protected 
pressment in its fullest extent. You restrain the | by the whole force of the nation. If he had ad- 
citizen in his movements, and compel him to j hered throughout his speech to this opinion, the 
serve on your vessels of war. Make a pretext for | question would have been narrowed to the inqui- 
war, and every poor man in the country would | ry, by what means shall commerce be protected ? 
be in danger of outrage to his person, and com- } He has asserted the adequacy to this purpose of 
pelled to leave his wife, his children, and sacred | the naval force which we now possess. This is, 
home, to serve in your vessels of war. Mention | indeed, a different view of the subject from that 
is made of the martial spirit of our citizens, and | which was taken by his honorable colleague. We 
the gallant spirit of our naval officers. No man | were told but yesterday, that the undivided exer- 
can appreciate their bravey more than IĮ do. The ; tions of the United States could not give them a 
attack upon Tripoli, crowned the American offi- | navy large enough to be useful. To-day the five 
cers and seamen with as much glory and honor | frigates which we have in commission are thought 
as any battle of sea-fight that we read of in an- j sufficient, if properly employed, to redress all our 
cient or modern history. They contended with | injuries. The death of Pierce might have been 
unequal forces; they grappled with the enemy | revenged, and the disgrace of the Chesapeake 
at his own door with unequal numbers, and they | obliterated, if these five frigates had been sent a 
conquered. | ernising. We did not want force, but spirit to 
But, sir, these glorious conflicts gave us a name, | employ it. Can it be necessary gravely to answer 
and immortalize those who are the actors in the | these assertions? May I not trust their confuta- 
scene, without being connected with the real j tion to that general knowledge of the subject 


| 
cations, &c. Is it possible that avy mau can sup- | oppressed. I wish to confine our gallant officers 
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which every member of the House possesses? 
Must we inquire what number of British vessels 
have been lately stationed near our coast, or what 
greater number it is in the power of England to 
station there? My honorable friend from Penn- 
sylvania has produced a paper (not exactly for 
this purpose) which he will allow me to make 
use cf, It states that, in July, 1811, the English 
had at Halifax, Newfoundland, &c., three ships- 
of-the-line, one fifty-gun ship, and five frigates— 
in the West Indics, two ships-of-the-line, one fifty- 
gun ship, and nineteen frigates. I shall say noth- 
ing of their smaller vessels; but a few weeks 
would have sufficed to have brought these thirty- 
one ships of war toany part of our coast which 
England might have chosen toannoy. Now, does 
the gentlernau from Kentucky mean to say that 
our five frigates were competeut to the attack of 
such a force as this? He does not say this, but 
be does say that our coasts are to be "protected, 
and the vessels of our enemies driven beyond 
the Gulf Stream. How? Not by our present 
force. What other mode, then, would he em- 
ploy? We have no unreasonable partiality for a 
navy. We indeed, wished to possess one, because 
we thought that it furnished the most natural and 
practicable method of defending those seas which 
the honorable gentleman is himself determined to 
defend. Our means he will not adopt. Let him 
tell us, then, what other method he would resort 
to. Let him explain his project. We will lis- 
ten to it with the anxious wish that it may offer 
some better instruments than ships for maritime 
defence. 
` I cannot suppose that the canal, from Maine to 
Georgia, formed a part of this project. It would 
not drive the enemy beyond the Guli Stream. It 
would not protect our seamen in their employ- 
ments. It would not give them employment. 
But, does the gentleman believe that, in respect 
to the general interests of the country, this canal 
with all its apparatus, its towing paths and mules, 
would be a fit substitute for the sea, which brings 
our most distant ports into one neighborhood? A 
conversation with any merchant of Boston or 
New York would abate, I believe, the confidence 
even of its author, in the utility of his substitute. 
But, although the honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky is determined to defend commerce by 
some method which he will not fully disclose, his 
arguments, like those of my honorable friend 
from Pennsylvania, appeared designed to show 
that commerce was not worth defending. After 
the full discussion of this subject, produced by 
the report of the Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions, and the debates, at every stage of the bill 


for raising an additional army, the House might | ety of employing a navy, 


bave supposed that this question was at last dis- 
missed. I hope, however, to be excused for re- 
marking that both these gentlemen have consid- 
ered the profits of commerce as confined to the 
merchant. They have forgotten that commerce 
implies an exchange of commodities, in which 
the merchant is only an intermediate agent. He 
derives, indeed, a profit from the transaction— 
but so must the seller and the buyer, the grower 
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and the consumer, or they would not engage in 
it. So must al! those who are supported by their 
own industry in commercial cities—the clerk, the 
artisan. the common laborer. But my honorable 
friend from Pennsylvania says that Mr. Pitt esti- 
mated the profits of commerce in England at 
only twelve millions for a year, in which the 
naval expense was fourteen or sixteen millions. 
I suppose this estiinate to have been made in re- 
lation to the income tax, and it obviously must 
have referred only to the profits of merchants. 
| The profits of merchants may be computed, but 
i no sober financier would attempt to compute the 
entire profits of commerce. If it be desirable to 
form, not, indeed, an estimate, but some concep- 
tion of its importance, let my honorable friend 
compute the value of New York, where a few 
square feet of land arc an estate, and then com- 
pare it with the value of the same extent of 
| ground for the purposes of the plough. Bat, isit 
in this nation, and at this time, that it can be sup- 
| posed that the profits of commerce are confined 
to the merchant? Your trade was, a few years 
ago, unrestrained and flourishing—did it notenrich 
the most distant parts of your country? It has 
since been plundered and confined. Does not the 
industry of the country languish ? Is uot the in- 
come of every man impaired? Ifcummerce were 
destroyed, the mercantile class, indeed, could ex- 
ist no longer; but the merchant, the rich capital- 
ist, at least, would individually suffer less than 
any other part of the community, because, while 
their property would become unproductive, the 
value of money would rise rather than fall, 

The value of commerce, then, has been strange- 
ly misunderstood by these gentlemen, who sup- 
pose that they have calculated it so very accu- 
rately. But, whatever may be its value, you 
have already determined to defend it. Consider- 
ations of expense are not, indeed, to be neglected. 
We must employ, in the prosecution of the war, 
the cheapest and most efficacious instruments of 
hostility whieh we can obtain. But the argu- 
ments of the honorable gentlemen on the other 
side, are, almost all of them, directed against. the 
war rather than the Navy. It would be absurd, 
say they, to protect commerce by a navy, which 
should cost more than that commerce is worth. 
| It must yet be more absurd, then, to protect it by 
an Army which costs much more than the Navy. 
In the comparison of the expenses and of the efh- 
ciency of an army and navy, instituted by my col- 
league, there is nothing invidious. The Army is 
acknowledged to be necessary. It has had our 
| votes. But, from the acknowledged propriety of 

raising the Army, was fairly inferred the propri- 
if it should be proved to 
be less expensive in proportion to its probable ef- 
ficacy. War, and all its operations and all its 
instruments, must be expensive. It is difficult to 
determine upou the expediency of employing any 
of these instruments, except by comparing it with 
some other. To compute the result of this com- 
parison, the honorable geutlemen on the other 
side must show, not that it is more expensive to 
maintain anavy than to be without one—not that 
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it is more expensive to go to war than to remain 
at peace, (these propositions they, perhaps, have 
proved,) but that the objects proposed to be at- 
tained by the Navy may be better or more cheap- 
ly attained in some other way. My honorable 
friend from Pennsylvania, then, in determining 
not to follow my colleague in the investigation of 
the comparative expense of different kinds of 
force, must have determined to avoid the best, 
and, indeed, the only method of examination 
from which a just conclusion could be deduced. 

But the gentleman from Kentucky employed 
an argument or an assertion, which I know not 
how to answer, because I know not whether I 
correctly understood it. A navy,says the honor- 
able gentleman, cannot protect commerce. It 
never has protected it. Why he sbould suppose 
that it cannot, Lam unable to conjecture. That 
it has not, is a strange assertion ina war in which 
‘the merchant ships of one belligerent are spread 
over every sea, and month after month passes 
away without our hearing of a capture by the 
other. . But, can the honorable gentleman mean 
that, if England were without a navy, her ves- 
sels would be as safe from capture as they now 
are? Would the price of insurance be exactly 
the same? Would the French fleets pass as much 
of their time in port? 

Mr. Jounson explained. He had not said that 
a navy could not protect commerce, but that it 
was usually employed rather as an instrument of 
power than of defence. 

Mr. Lownpss continued. Then the objection 
to a navy is, that it gives indeed a power which 
may be used for the best purposes of our national 
association, but which may also be abused. Is not 
this the nature of all national power? The secu- 
rity against that ambition in our rulers which 
would. involve their country in wanton war, must 
be derived from the strength of the Constitution, 
and not from the weakness of the nation. The 
interest of the people can never be promoted by 
unnecessary wars, and the frequency of our elec- 
tions will not allow that interast to be long ne- 
glected. It would hardly be wise, then, to render 
the country weak by way of preventing it from 
becoming ambitious and tyrannical. 

The honorable gentleman from Kentucky, how- 
ever, who spoke yesterday, offered objections to a 
navy, which, if they were well founded, would 
supersede all further reasoning and calculation. 
He opposes a navy now—he will oppose it for- 
ever. It would produce no possible good and all 
possible evil. It would infallibly destroy the Con- 
stitution. Will the honorable gentleman tell us 


He voted for the army and expressed no fears for 
the Constitution. But a navy would infallibly 
terminate in aristocracy and monarchy. All this 
may be very true. But are we unreasonable in 
expecting, before we give up the old opinion, to 
hear some argument in favor of the new one? 
The honorable gentleman has asserted his propo- 
sitions very distinctly. We complain only that 
be has not proved them. 

Yet there is a view in which this question of a 
navy is, indeed, closely connected with the Con- 
stitution. That Constitution was formed by the 
union of independent States, that the strength of 
the whole might be employed for the protection 
of every part. The States were not ignorant of 
the value of those rights which they surrendered 
to the General Government, but they expected-a 
compensation for their relinquishment in the in- 
creased power which would be employed for their 
defence. Suppose this expectation disappointed 
—suppose the harbor of New York blockaded by 
two seventy-fours? The commerce of that city, 

which exists only by commerce, destroyed? The 
| protection of the General Government clainyéd ? 
| Your whole navy could not drive these English 

seventy-fours from their station. -Would the 

brave aud enterprising people of New York con- 
| 

which the militia of New York or Massachusetts 

would be unequal. Were either of these States 


sent to see their capital emptied of its inhabit- 
peria the General Government would pro- 


ants, and their whole country beggared by so con- 
temptible a force? Their own exertions would 
raise a fleet which would drive off the enemy and 
restore their city to its owners. But, when asin- 
gle State shall find herself able to raise a greater 
fleet than the General Government can or will 
employ for her defence, can it be expected that 
she shall consider that Government as essential 
repeat that the Federal Constitution was institu- 
ted by the States, that the strength of the whole 
might be combined for the protection of any part 
which should be attacked. But what is the na- 
ture of the defence which one of our large States 
may be supposed interested to obtain trom the 
General Government? Is ita land force? We 
can scarcely expect an attack on land, to repel 
tect her by ordering out her own militia. To 
render the Union permanent, you must render it 
the interest of all the States, the large as well as 
; the small, to maintain it; you must show them 
| that it will provide, not an army whieh they can 
have without it, but what without it they cannot 
have—an adequate navy. 


to her safety—as entitled to her obedience? F 
The honorable gentleman who anticipates the 


why? how? He sees the danger clearly ? Will i 
he explain it? Aa ambitious General might cor- | destruction of the Constitution, unless we shali 
rupt his army, and seize the Capitol—but willan | neglect one of the great interests which it was 
Admiral reduce us to subjection by bringing his | intended to protect, considers the English Orders 
ships up the Potomac? The strongest recom- | in Council as leaving our institutions firm and 
mendation of a navy in free Governments has ; untouched. Regulations, the effect of which is to 
hitherto been supposed to be that it was capable | give to a foreign Power the complete disposition 
of defending but not of enslaving its country. | of the property of a large class of our people, are 
The honorable gentleman has. discovered that | it seems in their political result innocent. Al- 
this is a vulgar error. A navy is really much | though every citizen who has property oa the 
more dangerous than an army to public liberty. | ocean becomedependeut on the English Ministry, 
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become their subject, our liberty andindependence | question. The proposition of my honorable col- 
are (we are told) unimpaired. Butlet a navy be | league was, that the resources of the nation are 
raised—let the Government which expects obe- į sufficient to enable it to support a naval force by 
g, dience provide protection, and the Constitution | which, in the present state of Europe, we may 
perishes ! reasonably expect to maintain a superiority in the 

But we have been referred particularly by my | American scas. In this opinion I fully concur. 
honorable friend from Pennsylvania to the expe- | I believe that the smaller force which bas been 
rience of the world, as having already decided | mentioned (twelve seventy-fours and twenty 
$ the question which we are now discussing. It | frigates) would ‘probably be adequate to this ob- 
; seems that Venice and Genoa, and every other ; ject. But, before I say anything of its adequacy, 
naval Power which can be named, have all fur- |I must notice the calculations by which my hon- 
nished abundant proof of the ruinous effects which | orable friend from Pennsylvania has attempted 
such a force is calculated to produce. Sir, the į to show that such a fleet cannot be supported. My 


assertion is new. Ido not pretend toan intimate | honorable friend stated, with unquestionable ac- 
acquaintance with the histories of those nations, | curacy, the present expense of our navy, accord- 
| but I have hitherto believed that the first great ing to the Secretary’s estimate. He divided this 
shock which the power of Venice received, was | sum by the number of guns, and applied this rate 
given by the League of Cambray—a league furn- | of expense to the estimate of a fleet of seventye 
ed to repress her ambition, not of maritime, but | fours and frigates. I have not attempted to go 
of territorial aggrandizement. But, whilst Ven- through his calewations. But, if the figuring be. 
ice has lost her independence, after maintaining right, the answer must be wrong. The principle 
. it for five or six centuries, may I ask my honora- | of the calculation is erroneous. A gun in a gun- 
I ble friend whether the States of Italy, which were | boat is supposed by the Secretary to cost about 
never oppressed by fleets, had enjoyed a longer | $12,000 a year, in a frigate about $4,000. 'I'his 
term of prosperity and freedom? As to Genoa— may not be the true expense, but there seems no 
| her naval power, her independence and glory, | reason to doubt its being pretty nearly the pro- 
| rose and sunk with the same man—Doria. But | portional expense. If therefore we compute the 
Holland, says the gentleman from Kentucky, af- | expense of a fleet of frigates from that of a fleet of 
| fords an example of a nation, whose commerce | gunboats, the estimate would very evidently be 
| flourished greatly before it had a navy, and de- j three times as great as the real expense. [Mr. 
' cayed while her navy continued powerful. Ifi Sryperr explained. His calculations had not 
| there ever were a people, whose naval power has | been founded on the expense of a flect of gun- 
|. been employed to protect and almost to create | boats, but on the Secretary’s estimate for the ex- 
their commerce, it is the Dutch. They fought | pense of the present year, which provides for keep- 
| their way at the same time to trade in the East | ing in service only sixty-three gunboats. ] 
Indiesand America,and to national independence | I never hear my honorable friend, sir, without 
in Europe. The decay of their trade is to be at- | pleasure ; but I have certainly heard him without 
tributed to the development of the resources of | conviction. He has mistaken the answer which 
other nations; to the navigation act of England; | has been given to his calculations. It is this—an 
and the similar measures adopted by other Pow- | estimate of the expenses of frigates founded on 
' ers. .As to France—the period of her greatest | the expense of gunboats, would be wrong; be- 
financial prosperity probably coincided with that | cause a gun in the one costs three times as much 
t of her greatest naval power; both were due tolas in the other. An estimate therefore of the 
the administration of Colbert, But the evils of! expense of a fleet consisting entirely of frigates, 
a navy (gentlemen tell us) have been concentra- | or larger vessels, founded on the expense of a fleet 
> ted'in the case of England. With all her fleets | composed partly of frigates and partly. of gun- 
sheis destined soon to lose her independence. The} boats, must also be wrong. If the number of 
expense of those fleets has crushed the industry | gunboats be very small, and their expense in 
of her subjects, and must soon reduce her to na-| proportion to that of the larger vessels trifling, 
t onal bankruptcy. Let us suppose that these | the error in the calculation will be unimportant, 
gentlemen, who have been so much mistaken in | But unluckily this is not the case in the calenla- 
regard to the past, may be more accurate in their | tion of my honorable friend. The expense of the 
narrative of the future. Still England will have | gunboats in the estimate alluded to is onc-third of 
owed to her fleets her redemption from invasion | the expense of the whole Naval Establishment. 
for ages past. While every other considerable My honorable colleague has calculated the ex- 
nation of Europe has been bankrupt over and over | pense of building and maintaining a navy of 12 
į again, she is not yet bankrupt. While nearly | ships-of-the-line and 20 frigates, and has explain- 
; every other Government of Europe has been over- | ed the principles on which his calculations have 
set, hers yet rides out the storm. Should Eng- | been founded. The estimate of the gentlemen 
land fall to-morrow, it should seem impossible to į from Pennsylvania can hardly be considered, after 
` deny that her navy will have prolonged her e the error which has been remarked, as impugning 


; pendence for at least two centuries. those calculations. I have not myself attempted 
| ;, But it is said that our resources do not enable | to estimate the probable expense of maintaining 
Us to maintain a navy powerful enough to be of | 12 ships-of-the-line and 20 frigates with any pre- 
any advantage ina war with England. I feel no | cision, but I cannot doubt the fairness of the rule 
disposition, sir, to disguise the difficulties of the | which deduces it from the expense of such a force 
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they suppose) no allowance is made for the pecu- | 
liar expenses which war involves. To have all į 
our ships safe at the end of the contest is observed 
to be rather a sanguine expectation. But if the | 
rate of expense in the estimate of my colleague 
‘were deduced from the rate of English expense 
during war, these objections must be altogether 
groundless. Now, it was deduced from the ex-| 
pense which is found sufficient to maintain the | 
English Navy in a state of unimpaired strength | 
during war. The English expense, from which 
it was inferred, included the charge of docks and 
navy-yards, of the repair of old ships and of the 
building of new ones. It included pensions to 
their officers, and even the support of the prison- 
ers taken from their enemies. I have on my table 
a detailed account of the English naval expendi- | 
ture forayearofthelast war. The whole amount 
was about twelve millions anda half, and of this į 
sum fully four millions and a half were applied į 
to what may be considered the contingent ex- 
penses of the navy. Now, is there any reason to 
suppose that the contingent expenses of our navy 
would be greater in proportion to its foree than 
this? And if not greater, has not an allowance 
been made for the capture of some of our ships, | 
or in other words for the building of new ones?! 
It is true, that from the superiority of English 


sailors to their present enemies, England loses; and the Government ean afford high wages. 


little by capture, and, it may be supposed, that | 
from the greater frequency and severity of our | 
conflicts when we shall be engaged in war against 
her, our contingent expenses may be greater in 
proportion to the number of our ships than hers. 
But there are many expenses to which she is ne- 
cessarily subject, from which weshall be exempt. 
I will instance that resulting from blockading 
squadrons, and that from repairs in colonial and 
foreign ports. ‘hese can appear inconsiderable 
to no man who has given his attention in any de- 
gree to the subject. Naval men I believe would 
not contradict me, if I were to state the expense 
of a ship employed in a strict blockade, and parti- 
cularly during the winter months, as fully double 
that of a ship engaged in ordinary service. In 
fact, England finds the expeuse too great for her 
finances, and has heen obliged, in some measure, 
to give up the practice. The other article of ex- 
penditure to which I have referred. I shall not at- 
tempt to estimate with any precision. It must, 
however, be obvious, to every man, that the ships 
of war of England must frequently be repaired 
and refitted in distant countries. In these the 
most scrupulous fidelity and economy on the part 
of her officers cannot prevént the expense from 
being frequently extravagant. The most saluta- 
ry regulations and most provident instructions on | 
the part of the Administration at home cannot; 
prevent her officers from being sometimes careless 
and fraudulent. [recollect an instance of the enor- 
mous expense involved in the distant services re- 


for two or three years, and the supply of the dif- 
ferent articles of equipment which they occasion- 
ally required, exceeded, I believe, the prime cost 
of the vessels themselves. These two items of 
expenditure, blockading squadrons, and repairs in 
distant countries (to neither of which an Ameri- 
can Navy would be liable) will be acknowledged, 
I think, to justify the conclusion, that the contin- 
gent expenses of the English Navy must be as 
great in proportion to its force as ours would be 
in war—and therefore that the rule employed in 
the calculations of my colleague was correct. 
But our resources for the equipment of a navy 
appear to the honorable gentlemen on the other 
side, as deficient in respect to men and money. 
Sailors in this country cannot be obtained in suf- 
ficient numbers without impressment. It is not 
necessary, sir, to inquire whether for the defence 
of their peculiar rights the services of a marine 
militia may not be required. There is no reason 
to doubt our being able to procure the voluatary 
services of our seamen. If we shall at any time 
be engaged in a war (like that with France in 
1798) which shall leave the greater part of our 
trade unaffected, the wages of sailors will. indeed. 
be high, but the number required will be me 
n 
a war of a different character—against a nation 
pewerful at sea—your sailors will be thrown out 
of employment and their wages will be necessari- 
ly low. But gentlemen object to this reasoning 
on the supposition that in such a case our sailors 
would all engage in privateers. The notion that 
iu any war there will be a demand in this coun- 
try for more than thirty thousand sailors for pri- 
vateers is surely an extravagant one. But it has 
been shown by my colleague that in a war which 
should diminish our trade by one-half, (and a war 
requiring any great naval exertion would neces- 
sarily do this,) thirty or forty thousand seamen 
may be employed in privateers, and a sufficient 
number would remain for your public ships. But 
are not your privateers as much a part of the na- 
val force of the nation as your ships of war? It 
ms been said, indeed, that they are the more use- 
ful part. Now, if the Government should believe 
(what neither sober reflection nor the experience 
of other nations can permit it to doubt) that this 
part of your force cannot be in any great degree 
serviceable unless supported by a fleet—then sure- 
ly a limitation to its extent, which would be ne- 
cessary even to the interest of its owners, cannot 
fairly be objected to. The law just passed for 
raising twenty-five thousand men, provides, I 
think, for only one regiment of cavalry. Now, it 
is very possible that a much larger proportion of 
the twenty-five thousand men than can beaccom- 
modated in this regiment, may choose to go to 
Canada on horseback. They must be disappoint- 
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; In the naval, 
_as in the military service, the interest of the coun- 
|. try requires the employment of different sorts of 
force ; and the object may be attained with equal 


% fairness in both services b 
| of the favorite force. 
But why should we speculate loosely on a sub- 


y limiting the amount 


ence? We have now, I believe,as many seamen 
as soldiers in our service. Have we found more 
difficulty in procuring them? An addition tothe 
army has become necessary; and even with the 
unexampled bounty which has been offered, there 
are men who doubt whether the enlistment will 
be very soon completed. Without any bounty, I 
have been informed, that the number of seamen 
in our service may be greatly increased. Is this 
not a practical decision of the question? An ap- 
plication to the Secretaries of War and of the 
Navy, will, I am sure, confirm it. 

But the great difficulty in the subject before 
the Committee, consists in the question as to the 
adequacy of the force which has been mentioned. 
Thave said that I believe (with my colleague.) 
that in the present state of Europe, twelve seven- 
ty-fours and twenty frigates may reasonably be 
expected to give us the command of the Ameri- 
į can seas, Ido not mean that they would prevent 
| English vessels from ever appearing off our coast ; 
| but they would prevent their maintaining a perma- 
; nent station there—they could prevent their block- 
|; ading our harbors. What force must England 
| Maintain in order to blockade ports on this side 
the Atlantic? It has been said a force at least 
triple that which is blockaded. This opinion 
(which is supported by high professional authori- 
ty) has been supposed to rest on the necessity of 
what may be called a double relief of vessels. 
But, without expressing any opinion in regard to 
this argument, it is, I think, sufficiently clear 
without it, that England, in order to blockade our 
fleet, must maintain three ships for one. The ac- 
cidents to which a blockading squadron on our 
coast must be always liable—the probability of its 
| being scattered—of one of its vessels being dis- 
masted, and obliged to go for repair to some dis- 
tant port, would render it not only dangerous, but 
desperate, to attempt a blockade with equal num- 
bers; because equality would soon cease. It is 
not to be presumed, that England would attempt 
to bluckade twelve ships-of-the-line in American 
ports by fewer than eighteen of her ships. Now, 
these vessels could not remain at sea forever— 
they must be relieved—they must be repaired. 
For this purpose (without considering the neces- 
sity of victualling and watering.) eighteen other 
ships would be indispensable. Thirty-six ships- 
of-the-line. then, would be necessary in order to 
give England the command of the American seas. 
Could she spare these ? 

To show that she could not, my colleague has 
mentivned the stations occupied by her squadrons, 


ject on which we have already had some experi- | 


that of their enemy. Battles, on the issue of 
which depended the possession of a most import- 
ant province—the dominion, perhaps, of the sea— 
ithe safety of the State, have been intrusted to 
fifteen and twenty ships. In the battle off Cape 
St. Vincent, the disparity was fifteen to twenty- 
seven. Why,in these important actions, did Eng- 
land suffer her fleets to be outnumbered? Do gen- 
i tlemen on the other side suppose that it was from 
a spirit of chivalry—from a romantic valor that 
disdained to calculate the number of its enemies? 
They do the English Admiralty great injustice. 
The inferiority was the result of necessity, not 
choice. And if they could detach but thirteen 
ships-of-the-line to dispute the conquest of Egypt, 
it should seem improbable that they can spare 
| thirty-six to dispute the command of the Ameri- 
At some future time, however, some 
par to think it possible that 
d a navy. But what are 


į can seas, 
| of these gentlemen ap 
it may be wise to byi : 
| the circumstances which can render it wise to 
build one hereafter, and which do not require it 
Ea Shall we build one when we have all the 
materials and artisans which are necessary to its 
j construction? We have them now. Shall we 
| build one when the number of our seamen ena- 
i bles us to rank among the first naval Powers of 
the world? fn the number of our seamen we are 
now inferior only to England. But perhaps we 
bave no occasion for a navy; perhaps we have 
found, that without one, our commerce is every- 
where undisturbed, and all the nations of the 
Old World friendly and just. There is scarcely 
ove which has not plundered us. We have now 
the means. We now feel the necessity for a na- 
val force; the arguments by which it is assailed 
now may be employed as well at any future time 
to perpetuate our dependence on the nations of 
Europe. 

But the command of the American seas could 
not, it is said, if you had it, secure your com- 
merce. Your ships beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, in the Baltic, or the coast of France, would 

| not be benefited by it. It would secure your sea- 
coast from being plundered or ravaged. It would 
| give direct protection to the coasting trade, which 
is acknowledged to be more important than any 
other. It would indirectly protect all your trade 
—because it would render it the interest of every 
nation to respect the rights of a people who would 
not receive in war more injury than they could 
inflict. 

It was said in some former debate (I think by 
the Speaker) that the true motive for the injuries 
which England has done us, was her jealousy of 
a commercial rival. I believe this to he the gen- 

lie opinion of the Committee. Bat itis strange 
that those who entertain this opinion should ex- 
pect to obtain an honorable peace without any 
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naval exertion, If Canada be conquered, (as they | extensive territory which we possess, thinly set- 
say that in this case it must never be restored.) : tled, low in price, of an excellent soil, capable 
it is not easy to discover any strong inducement i : 
to peace which England would have in the con- 
sideration that you had got her colony and meant 
tokeep it. To succeed in negotiation witha rival 
people, you must convince them that they will 
gain as much as you by the treaty which you 
propose. To terminate your war with England 
honorably, you must show that she will lose as 
well as you by its continuance. But when your 
whole trade—your foreign and your coasting 
trade, are destroyed, (and withouta naval force it 
seems to me that they must be,) what argument 
would your most dextrous negotiator employ to 
show that the loss of England would be equal to 
your own from the continuance of the war? 
What equivalent would he offer her for the re- 
storation of that commerce which peace would 
give you? What passion or what interest on her 
part would he oppose to that commercial jealousy 
which the war would gratify but would not sa- 
tiate? I kuow not; but if the resources of the coun- 
try be employed prudently, economically, vigor- 
ously, in the acquisition of a naval force ; the com- 
mand of your own seas obtained; our coasting 
trade protected ; the West India trade of your en- 
emies threatened—then, indeed, you may nego- 
tiate on equal terms. You may obtain respect 
for your flag without sending a national ship then 
in every sea of Europe and Asia, and will be paid 
in return for the safety which peace with you 
must give to the trade of England with ber colu- 
nies. Your war will then have been honorable ; 
your peace will be secure. 

Mr, Law said: Being in favor of the bill now 
under consideration, Í beg leave to express my 
sentiments, and state the reasons in support of 
my opinion; and the only pledge I shall offer to 
the House, for their attention, is, that I shall not 
occupy much of their time. 

This bill, sir, embraces two objects—one re- 
lates to the repairs and equipment of the ships of 
the United States now out of service—the other 
contemplates the building of ten additional frig- 
ates, and laying the foundation of a new Naval 
Establishment. The view which I entertain of 
this subject, does not arise from its connexion 
with that system which grows out of what is 
called the present crisis, or putting the nation in 
armor for war, as reported by the Committee of 
Foreign Relations; but from a conviction, that, 
as an abstract question or matter of general policy, 
I deem it for the interest and security of the Uni- 
ted States, to begin the Establishment of a Navy, 
to be perpetuated and extended hereafter—and, 
because I believe it may be accomplished, to the 
extent at present proposed, from the ordinary 
means we ought to possess, without adding any 
new burdens on the citizens. In order to decide 
whether itis for the interest of the United States, 
we must examine, and see how itis connected 
with the great and essential interest of the coun- 
try. The basis of our national wealth is agri- 
culture; the real substance of the nation is drawn 
from the earth. This arises from the great and 


dance. The surplus of all is wanted in other 
countries, where nature has been less bountiful; 
and it must be a great while before the labor of 
our citizens can be diverted extensively into other 
ehannels—I mean manufactures. This is a condi- 
tion in which we ought to rejoice, for the causes, 
which bind us in this necessity, are those which 
tend to preserve the morals, the happiness, and 
the independence of the nation. And until our 
lands are taken up, and population becomes re- 
dundant, the basis of our national wealth must be 
the farming interest. But, sir, in a country so 
blessed by nature; where the inhabitants have 
the greatest stimulus to industry, the fruits of 
their labor secured by just and equallaws; where 
the property cannot be taken from the owner 
without his consent, there will be a vast surplus, 
beyond what the consumption of the country 
requires. Hence, commerce springs up as the 
daughter and handmaid of agriculture. With- 
out commerce, agriculture would languish, With 
it, wealth is consolidated, and industry promoted. 
It diffuses its benign influence, discoverable in 
the splendid and delightful improvements, which 
rejoice the eye of the traveller, throughout the 
country. And it is as unnatural for the farming 
interest to oppress the commercial, as it is for the 
parent to abandon its offspring. ‘They mutually 
cherish and support each other; and, by natural 
sympathy, must be affected by the checks and 
disorders which cach may receive. But com- 
merce must be protected. It cannot protect itself’ 
against force. Being carried on abroad on the 
ocean, (for I am speaking of foreign commerce,) 
it is subject to annoyance, interruption, and haz- 
ard. We must pass the common highway of 
nations to get toa market; and in this route, the 
weak and defenceless must, and always will, be 
the sport and prey of the strong and violent, whom 
they may mcet in the way. From the wretched 
state of those nations with whom we have inter- 
course, we, from weakness, must fall victims to 
their violence. This is an evil which ave shall 
always experience asa neutral, coming in col- 
lision with belligerents. Shall we then abandon 
commerce, or shall we strive to support it? It 
will be for the interest of the country to support 
it, if possible ; for if we abandon it, the evil will 
recoil on the agricultural part, who, no longer 
than foreign commerce is supported, can find a 
vent for their surplus; and without a vent for 
the surplus, a bare competency might be endan- 
gered. Enternal commerce would always fail, 
for that, being buta stream from foreign com- 
merce, must dry when the fountain from whence 
it issues fails, Enterprise ceases, and langour and 
poverty ensue. It is then for the interest of the 
nation to cherish commerce. But how can this 
be done? Willa navy have this effect? I think 
it will. Indeed, if the little Navy which was 
commenced some years ago, had been supported 
and increased as it might have been without any 


earn aE nee Neer Nea 
re 


Jantary, 1812. Naval Establishment. 


a a a EE AE 


ten additional frigates, it would afford great secu- 
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lawful and gainful trade. We might have had | nations shall be free from the control which now 
a perpetual revenue of sixteen millions, instead | confines, and, in some measure, restrains them, 


of the pittance now received at the Treasury. Tj pirates, buccaneers, and corsairs, will cover the 
believe, that with the navy we might have had, į Ocean, in pursuit of plunder. Our very bays and 
and a correct strict neutral course, there would | rivers may afford security to freebooters. We 
have been neither Berlin and Milan Decrees, | shall be cursed and vexed with their marauding 5 
nor Orders in Council, to annoy our lawful com- | and may be overwhelmed in the general deluge, in 
merce. consequence of neglecting to prepare the ark in 


But it is now too late to retrieve our past mis | season. 
| 


fortunes. We can only profit by experience,and! Or, suppose France conquers England, the 
it will be wise to guard against the future. Let! gigantic monster will then sigh for another world, 
us now lay the foundation of that force which | and America is devoured by his cruel jaws. 

ean alone protect us for time to come. It will| Or, suppose Great Britain vanquishes France; 
afford a strong argument when we demand the | if we have no force, to meet her on her own ele- 
free enjoyment of our just rights. I know it| ment, will she not treat us even with less form 
cannot be done in aday,or 4 year. -But we may | and ceremony than she now does? If we now 
begin to lay the foundation, and gradually pro- | lay the foundation of a Navy, whieh will increase 
gress. The number of frigates contemplated by | with our strength, we may ward.off these evils, 
the bill is moderate. I have no idea of building | They may, they probably will, come sooner or 
a navy to cope with Great Britain; but, with | later. 

But it is said, if we have a Navy, we shall be 
rity to our coast and shores, which are now de- | tempted to go to war, or be engaged in the con- 
fenceless. Particular ports and harbors may be | troversies of other nations; and the example of 
guarded by fortifications, yet they afford but a| Tyre and Carthage, and the modern nations of 
partial defence for our extensive seacoast. With | Europe, have been adduced in support of the ar- 
the aid of such additional strength as the bill pro- | gument. Sir, all nations must sooner or later be 
poses, our Navy would be too formidable, in the | engaged in wars. This is incident to all coun- 
way they could be brought to act at home in de- | tries. It cannot be avoided. From whence come 
fence of our own shores, not to be regarded with | wars? Not from navies; but from other causes; 
some degree of terror by an invading foe, who, to which ever will exist, whether they have navies 
assail us, must cross the Atlantic, and tight at odds | or not. And so far from being correct is the-ar- 
on our own waters. ‘This force, which might and | gument drawn from this circumstance, that, I 
ought to be increased gradually hereafter, with ; believe, it will be found by the history of ancient 
our fortifications, and a brave militia spread over | and modern nations, that those who were pro- 
an extensive country, ready to defend the soil, | vided with navies were able the longest to pre- 
would, let the state of Europe be what it may, | serve their national existence. They would have 
forbid the approach of a foreign enemy. If we | fallen much earlier without that defence. This 
continue destitute of such means of defence, they | was the case with ancient Tyre, Egypt, Greece, 
may invade our coast without molestation. With | Syracuse, and Carthage. They indeed fell in 
a Navy, though small, they would approach with | their turn, and were swept away. Mortality is 
diffidence; and our security from attack would | stamped on nations, as well as individuals. Look 
increase, from the danger which would follow! at Holland and England, among other modern 
from the attempt. We are so situated, that, if | nations. Is the argument trueas to them? Hol- 
ever hostilities exist between this country and j land, with her navy, was able .many years, to be 
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one of the most powerful nations of Europe. ! for appropriating $480,000, for the repair of the 
Without her marine strength, she would have, : vessels of war unfit for service, it would perhaps 
long since, been a mere province to some of her ; be the most proper time to submit. his opinions. 
ambitious neighbors; her navy, probably, pre-i I have not, Mr. Chairman, said he, been a listless 
served her existence many years. Her bane was į hearer of the very ingenious arguments advanced 
communicated on jand, and cannot be ascribed to! by gentlemen in favor of the report. He had 


her navy. Take Great Britain, the only nation 
left—without her fleets, the island would now 
probably be improved as a garden for the great 
Emperor. 

-I think therefore, the argument, drawn from 
the history of uations, to show that their ruin is 
hastened by this cause, is not warranted. Let us 
then provide the means, which may preserve us; 
or, at least, not omit those means, the neglect of 
which may expose us to premature destruction. 
We can expect neither justice nor courtesy from 
nations, further than we can maintain it. Be- 
yond that, you. demand in vain. Sir, have we 
not the means. in our power? No nation on 
earth is so well supplied with materials. Ever 
article (copper only excepted) necessary for build- 


ing and fitting ships for action, is the produce of | 


our own country. No money is sent abroad for 
materials. It is all within ourselves. And we 
‘can boast of as gocd workmen as any on earth. 
But, it is said, now is not the time to begin. | 
think now is the very time. Workmen are out 
of employ, and the services of the best and most 
skilful men might be engaged at a reasonable 
price. The nation would not be impoverished’; 
for the whole expense of building would still be 
among our own citizens. ‘Nothing goes from the 
nation. Gentlemen have alarmed us with the 
expense of a Navy, and have mentioned the sum 
annually expended by Great Britain, which is 
said to be equal to fourteen per cent. on the whole 
amount of exports and imports in that kingdom— 
and from that infer, that itis a cancer which must 
consume the nation. The argument, to have 
force, must suppose so much is lost to the nation 
annually. The fact is otherwise. This expense 
is paid by the nation to its subjects, and is still 
among them. And is it’not-a fact, that, with all 
this continued expense, she never was richer or 
more flourishing than at the present time? 
`- Tshall not-go into minute calculation as to our 
means. I wish only to advert to the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the present session. 
In this, he states, that, with the ordinary revenue, 

. such as we have had, we might, over and above 
all our expenses and debts as they were when the 
report was made, have a surplus of four millions 
annually, which is more than adequate to the 
objects proposed in the bill. 

For-these reasons, and others which have been 
offered, beliéving, as I do, that it would be for 
the interest and security of the United States to 
establish a Navy, to be continued and augmented 
hereafter, and that we have the means within 
ourselves, without adding any new burdens on 
the-citizens, I shall vote for the bill. 

Mr. Rozerts observed, that there appeared to 
be a disposition in the Committee to take the ques- 
tion on the filling the blank in the first section 
without further debate. As he could not vote 


Oh eee = 


: however been so unfortunate as to be more con- 
| firmed in his inclination to vote against the bill, 
from attentively. weighing these arguments. The 
select committec in their report (for they had re- 
ported specially as well as by bill) have said, 
with oracular confidence, that this country is in- 
evitably destined to become a naval Power. He 
1 had not, with them, become a fatalist. Though 
| he was disposed to claim a high destiny for his 
| country, he did not believe that destiny was yet 
immutably fixed. He, however, believed the ques- 

| tion now to be decided must have an influence 
on that destiny, that might at an early day, if 
-decided ‘affirmatively, obliterate“our happy civil 
institutions; if negatively, preserve them long 

| the best blessings of posterity. Gentlemen, who 
have advocated a naval establishment, havechosen 
to consider this bill and report as the furtherance 
of a system already in existence, and that, how- 
ever short of their wishes the Committee may be 
disposed to go, they staod prepared to view what- 
ever might be done to augment the naval force 
+ as an evidence of assent to their system, Mr. R. 
said, at one time he had inclined to vote for the 
appropriation of a sum to equip such of the ves- 
sels now out of service as might be found worthy 
of refittal. But on discovering it would be con- 
sidered as an acknowledgment that a navy was 
proper in the sense it had been brought into view 
by the committee, and doubting on better consid- 
eration whether there was not great likelihood 
the money would be worse applied in repairing 
old, than in building new vessels, and feeling a 
conviction that if these vessels should be deemed 
worthy of repair, they could not be brought into 
action in that exigence of war when they could 
be useful, as in that case land defence must be 
resorted to and the consequent expence incurred, 
he should feel it his duty to vote against this ap: 
propriation.. = 
The gentleman from Connecticut over the way 
(Mr. Law) had called the attention of the Com- 
mittee to a recollection of facts, which in that 
gentleman’s view went to.show, if a former policy 
had not been abandoned, we might now have ap- 
peared in such force on ihe ocean as would enable 
us to redress our. manifold injuries, and perhaps 
have allowed us to have escaped the present crisis. 
I thank the gentleman, said Mr. R., for this iati- 
mation. It is true that it is not the first time this 
question has claimed the consideration of the 
Legislative Councils of the nation. If the gen- 
tleman’s policy had not been abandoned, the 
$46,000,000 of debt that has been extinguished 
might have been converted into a navy, that must 
have pledged us to Britain as long as her power 
was greater than ours. While the policy we are 
speaking of was pursued, though a time of peace, 
aggregated millions were added to the public debt, 
and a system of taxation introduced that noth- 
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ing but a war could have justified. If the aban- 
donment of such a policy excites the gentleman’s 
regret, I cannot, said Mr. R. join him in regret- 
ting it. 

Ti has been observed that the Constitution has 
invested Congress with power to regulate com- 
merce, te provide and maintain a navy, &e. 
There is nothing, said Mr. R. imperative in this. 
It was necessary in a general grant of powers 
to insert many items to be left to the sound dis- 
cretion of Congress, to use or not to use. Soon 
after the Government came into operation, it be- 
came a favorite object with one set of politicians 
toform a navy. On the occasion of our com- 
merce being depredated upon by the Barbary cor- 
sairs, the question first came up. It became a 
matter of deliberation whether a peace should 
be purchased of them with money and presents; 
whether some European Power should be sub- 
sidized to keep a few frigates on that station, or 
whether a naval force should be equipped for the 
purpose (as alleged) of enabling the President to 
negotiate to better effect. The party with whom 
I have always found it my duty to act, said Mr. 
R., opposed, ort that occasion, the commence- 
ment of a navy system, when it was invited un- 
der circumstances so specious. They were, how- 
ever, in the minority. The ships of war were 
voted—with what effect on the Algerines, he did 
not stop to inquire. If this opposition to the com- 
mencement of a Naval Establishment was wrong 
in the minority, their successors ought not to 
follow them; but if it should be found that they 
were right, the ground ought never to be quitted. 
The question of increasing the Navy was again 
discussed in the celebrated times of °98-9. The 
collisions with France had raised the war fever 
very high. A navy was vociferously contended 
for as the most efficient means of defence. It was 
when things were in this state, that tke President, 
in his reply to the Marine Society of Boston, who 
had with much fervor tendered hirn their appro- 
bation of his measures, hoped to see the wooden 
walls of America considered as her best defence. 
Because Athens, when she was invaded by the 
hosts of Xerxes, had chosen to interpret the oracle 
that promised her safety in wooden walls, ration- 
aliy, America. must take the same course, how- 
ever dissimilarly situated. The people of Attica, 
inhabiting a circumscribed territory, found safety 
in their fleet, and they. could have found it no 
where else. But such cannot be the case with 
America. Even the hosts of Xerxes could not 
make it necessary for the American people to quit 
their territory—the figure would not hold. On 
this occasion, too, the Republican party consist- 
ently opposed a navy; strange blindness and ob- 
stinacy, if they were not sustained by reason as 
wellas principle. On this oceasion, the supporters 
of a navy system were a majority in council. 
For a moment they succeeded with their mea- 
sures. But the public councils were soon filled 
by the people with men of other minds, and the 
qüestion was put to rest. 

The select committee, said Mr. R., have said 
a naval system is now im existence which has 


| been limited by the dispensing security of. the 
times and the want of revenue. In this position 
he could not agree with them. Since 1801 he 
1 


had thought the system had þecn abandoned. He 
was, therefore, less disposed to take it up, after it 
had been put down by his political brethren with 
such mature deliberation. ike 

The gentlemen, said Mr. R., who had spoken 
in favor of the report and bill, all seemed disposed 
to consider agriculture and commerce as insepara- 
bly connected. This he admitted willingly. It 
seemed to be admitted by the whole House. For 
what, he asked, have such armies been voted, and 
such sums appropriated for the purchase of the 
munitions of war? To protect our commercial 
rights and compel the observance of them: ` For 
this end the nation was about to wage war. The 
question to settle, said Mr. R., is, how shall the 
war be carried on. This question, however, has 
been determined. He was willing to consider 
this as a part of a system of general defence; but 
in doing so he did not feel any bias to particular 
interests; The defence of his country was his 
only object. 

Taking gentlemen at their word, that by build- 
ing additional frigates the public defence would 
be better secured, he could not think with the gen- 
teman from South Carolina (Mr. Lownpss) this 
was the time to build them. If, said he, I am 
justified in refusing assent to an appropriation for 
the repair of the disabled frigates, because they 
could not be got ready for the war, that objection 
would lie much more strongly against building 
new ones. It must he impossible to get them 
ready for the war about to commence. While 
you are building your navy, can it be imagined 
Great Britain will be inattentive tothe object of de- 
stroying what ships you now have? The bombard- 
ment of Copenhagen does not warrant the con- 
clusion. Your present vessels of war must either 
remain under your batteries, or run imminent 
| hazard of destruction. It must, therefore, be im- 
por to form a navy.. Ifit ever be done, 


it must be the work of peace. The jealousy of 
your enemy will be excited to the highest pitch 
by your attempting at this time to build a navy. 
Through this channel he can annoy you more 
success(ully than through any other. He will 
exert every effort to crush your marine before it 
acquires strength. In a war of finance, he will 
obtain advantages in this way that he can get in 
no other. But, said Mr. R., the resolution in 
what way we will fight our enemy is taken, and 
it would be wise to exert the best energies of the 
State to give effect to that resolution. 

The head of the Treasury has informed you, - 
Mr. Chairman, it is necessary to recur to all the 
taxes in use in the times when there was a naval 
system and a regularly accumulating debt. His 
| plan of finance is not more than sufficient to meet 
| current demands. The extraordinary purposes 
| must be provided for by loans of an extent equal 

to the means from which they can be farnished. 
| To add millions to this expenditure for the build- 
ing of ships of war, which, without supernatural 
aid, cannot be ready for service at the proper 
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time, would seem to be a Hear too adverse to | arrangements for an attack on the British colo- 
the public interest to admit of support. nies (an undertaking admitted by all they are 
. While gentlemen pretend to hold commerce as | competent to) a. hope. may be indulged that that 
the younger twin sister of agricultare, and to | Government will beawakened to her true interests, 
identify our whole population in one interest, jand that, she will cease to violate our national 
they maintain their argument, as if our citizens rights. Inthe failure, however, of a realization 
on the maritime frontier had interests separate | of this hope, it is particularly necessary not to 
from those in the interior. The chairman of; dissipate our ways and means in the early 
the select committee (Mr. Cueves) has spoken of | stages of the war on the useless project of a navy. 
the ruin of our seaports as the consequence of; Gentlemen have considered this subject on its 
not building a navy. If it be true that the agri- | general principles and remote consequences. In. 
culturist and merchant have a common and in- | this point of view, said Mr. R., it presents a wide 
separable interest, as gentlemen have assumed, | field for reflection. The chairman (Mr. Cueves) 
they must share in common prosperity or be in- | has complained he has had to meet this subject 
volved in common distress. Can it, then, be | encumbered with muck errorand many prejudices; 
right in the seaports to claim an exemption from | among which is the idea that a naval system is 
common participation in public calamity ? Gen- | prejudicial to civil liberty. The opposers of a 
tlemen will not say there has appeared any disin- | navy,,with an air of no small triumph, are called 
clination in the agricultural representation toj upon ‘to show how a system of maritime power 
afford ample and efficient protection to the sea- | would endanger the freedom of our country. It 
ports. They must-be defended by land means or | has been said, a military chieftain, by an easy 
be abandoned. To equip a navy, if right in prin- | transition, may become a civil ruler, and that the 
ciple, is utterly impossible. The gentleman from | commander of an army has often become a des- 
South Carolina (Mr. Lownpgs) has supposed two | pot, while no such event could happen froma 
seventy-fours stationed: off New York by our | naval commander, as such an office gave no pow- 
enemy, and asks, have we any naval force now | er on terra firma. If we lovk a little deeper. 
that-could dislodge them? He apprehended the | into the subject, we shall find we have as much 
people of that city would find means to do it, if | to fear, and even more, from a naval than a mil- 
a appre i oe Government ict prat en | ary poe ue we can only, oe kom M 
ey. sb n ain it, From this source he j time of war, and for comparatively but shor 
anticipated much evil as derivable. If the gen- | periods ; at a time too, when the publie spirit is 
tleman’s supposition should be realized, it will! awakened and ready to oppose encroachment. 
not be the people of New York only, but all those ! The chair of rule may possibly be gained by a 
connected with her in commercial intercourse military chief; but an attempt on the publie lib- 
that will, in such a case, be put to inconvenience. ; erty has a much greater chance to fail. Evils of 
In the event of war, the harbor of New York may | this sort can only take place on a very rare con- 
be blocked up by such a force as the Navy which \tingency; but the ruin of the public liberty can 
the genileman is so anxious to equip could not | hardly fail to be a consequence of the establish- 
dislodge. Calamities arising out: of a state of | ment of a naval power. History proves to us 
war must be borne, and if the Government ex- | that maritime power has always excited national 
tends the protection within its means to every ambition to a spirit of conquest and plunder. A 
portion of its citizens, we may surely look for | naval power willseek colonies and ports in distant 
that virtue in every quarter that will submit to | places. The chance, nay, the certainty, of colli- 
ills that are incident to all. sions with other nations, is multiplied, and a cor- 
We have become embroiled with Great Britain, | ruption of morals is produced, that cannot fail to 
said Mr. R., not by our own seeking, nor by any | make the first Government on earth a tyranny, by. 
fault of ours. The American people can have no; a course of events that the patriot can neither 
wish for war with any nation. Reduced to the | prevent nor divert to other consequences. 
alternatives of resistance or submission, it has be- | short time after Athens had found safety in her 
come a duty to consider how resistance may be j wooden walls, one of her statesmen proposed she 
made more effectual. The chairman of the se- | should burn the fleets of her neighbors, that she 
lect committee (Mr. Curves) has said the Brit- | might thereby be rendered mistress of Greece. 
ish American continental colonies can be but a | This project the virtue of the people resisted ; but 
secondary object in a war with Britain; they | that virtue soon gave way in the expedition to 
will become ours in any évent sooner or later. the Cyclades, where her navy committed acts of 
1 


In this opinion, said Mr. R., I do not feel disposed | vioience that must indelibly fix the stain of the 
to unite; for if he should be correct in his pre- | blackest perfidy and cruelty on the Athenian 
dictions at last, Britain may through these colo- | character. What could bea more unprovoked 
nies first inflict deep wounds on this Union. Iu | act of aggression than her crusade against Syra- 
the gentleman’s solicitude for a naval power he j cuse, a crime that visited her with a declension 
seems to forget we have more immediate interests. | of power from which she never recovered? For 
lt is to be devoutly wished the war may be ended | a nation to believe her destinies fixed, is in a great 
before twelve seventy-fours and twenty frigates | measure to fix them. Nothing, perhaps, contrib- 
could be constructed, if the materials were at hand | uted more to make Rome the mistress of the 
aad the keels immediately laid. When Congress | world, than the oracles that promised it. Her 
shall have determined and made the necessary | heroes and siatesinen were stimulated thereby to 
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falfil her destiny. The maritime supremacy of 
Britain is, perhaps, owing as much to the belief 
at she’ is the destined Queen of the Waters, as 
zany other’cause. Though such operations be 
culated to bring about ‘astonishing effects, how 
ortunate is. it when a nation’s eyes. are. thus 
rected to improper attainments—it becomes a 
ree of incalculable evil. Athens and Rome 
re the victims of such a policy, as Britain is 
atthis time. I fervently hope, said Mr. R.,fora 
‘better destiny for our beloved country. Rome 
and Carthage were both great maritime Powers; 
it was not in Lybia and Italy they begun to con- 
‘tend for superiority, but in Sicily and Iberia. The 
onflicts thence arising brought terror to the gates 
‘of Rome, and laid Carthage in ashes. The abuse 


of maritime power in both those States changed’; 
the free features of their government, and left a | 


dreary despotism in their stead. Avnaval wictory 
secured to the second Cæsar the rule of the mis- 
tress of the world. In later times, ye have been 
told, said Mr. R., the declension of maritime 
States has been due to other causes than their 
Naval Establishments. In some instances it may 
ve been so. When the strength and power of 
‘tate has arisen entirely from the profits of 
merce, when that commerce has taken ano- 
course, the transitory splendor it has built up 
vanished, Venice was an example of this. 
commerce of the Kast caused her to rise out 

ofthe circumscribed and marshy islands at the 

hottom of the Adriatic, the proud Mistress of the 
` Waves. When the Cape of Good Hope had been 
doubled by the Portuguese, her commercial ad~ 
“vantages failed. ‘She sunk from the conqueror 
of the Eastern Empire to a mere city of Italy and 
Portugal; a narrow territory, by the-same com- 

merce, assumed the first rank among the nations 

ofthe world. A naval power may serve some- 
, times to extend commerce to wider limits ; but it 

ean by no means control it with certainty to 
~ ghannels through which nature, and often ‘the 

policy of other nations, bid itto flow. What is 
the state of British commerce at this time? The 
< rupture of the peace of Amiens did not arise from 

Britain having received injuries from France 
t the cessation of hostilities. ‘The new war 
asacommercial one. The British Cabinet saw, 
An'a state of peace, France would not be un- 
mindful of her commercial interests.. The intel- 
ence, the enterprise, the population, and the 
resources of France, all indicated that she would 
at least divide successfully the profits of com- 
-/ymeree with her rival. The naval power of Brit- 
; d of the sea, she could 
g commerce 
This step of 
e ruler of France the 


either enables her to avert nor 
Her marine puts the trident into her hands, but 
“ean no longer shake the earth. Her monop- 
< olizing spirit has sealed the continent of Europe 
against her, and interdicted her commerce with 


| Ameriéa. She has reduced the ocean almost to 
a desert; and she seems hastening to that destiny 
which-has generally attended her predecessors in 
naval ‘power-through her ambition to rule the 
waves, eee p 
Gentlemen propose to protect commerce on this 
| side the Gulf Stream, yet admit if our vessels are 
despoited on the Indian Ocean, we must apply 
retaliation in the West Indies. The Gulf Stream 
limitation is at once given up; a new expedition 
tothe Cyclades is in-that case to take place. 
Begin your conquests in the West ‘Indies, and 
you must increase your navy to acquire and de- 
fend them. It is at once an admission that naval 
power must be used more for ambition than the 
protection of commerce and our territorial waters. 
But, what is worse, as you acquire colonies and 
ships you must create armies. The hands of the 
Executive, restricted and elective as it is, in the 
United States, became thence armed with a scep- 
tre formidable indeed, and the more so as it ac- 
quires this strength without producing the shock 
to public feeling which the seizure of power bya 
military: leader will always excite. It has been 
said; (said Mr. R.,) that the existence of Great 
Britain hung upon her navy in the contest in 
which she is now engaged. © If her fate hangs sus- 
pended by her naval power, she owes her peril ‘to 
that source. Without her maritime strength, 
would she have aspired to balance the scales of 
power on the Continent? Would she have be- 
come a party to the infamous conspiracy of Pil- 
nitz? ‘Would she have wantonly plotted the dis- ‘ 
memberment of France? Would she have-bro- 
ken the peace of Amiens whence her present dan- 
gers arise? Certainly not, 

On the article of cost, said Mr. R. it is of little 
importance whether the army or navy of Great 
Britain is most burdensome on her finances, though 
it has been dwelt upon with particular emphasis, 
nor whether an army be more expensive in every 
case, than a navy. Armies are a necessary con~ 
sequence of navies. Has not the British army 
increased with equal pace with her navy ? 

The humane mind, said Mr. R., cannot con- 
template without pain, that from naval: power 
have flown.the most copious streams of human 
misery. The plunder of half the world, with 
immense advantagesin addition, has not sustained 
the British navy. A debt has been accumulated 
thatalmost baffles the power of figures to estimate. 
But debt, and a prospect of Government insol- 
vency at home, are of much less account than the 
wrongs this navy has wrought on the society of 
nations. And yet it is this Government that.is 
held up to Republican America as a model -for 
imitation. eee 

Need I remind you, said’ Mr. R. of the millions 
of victims sacrificed to commercial cupidity: on 
the plains of Hindoston, by means of this navy ? 
A popolapoi thrice as great as that of the Brit- 
ish Isles, has been exterminated in this‘ devoted 
region, within comparatively but a few years, by 
mercantile rapacity- 


Colonel Dowe informs us, 
‘that the wealth of one of the cities of this wretched 
country had whetted the avarice of Clive and 
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his associates, and that an offer was made to the | ments, overturned the ancient landmarks, and car- 

í | ried disorder and distress into almost every quarter of 
sion to sack it. It was too gross an act of in- j the European world, the citizens of New Jersey have 
famy to assent to, and the adventurers obtained | surveyed the destructive progress of this war of ambi- 
their end by other means. A famine and pesti- 


tion on the one side, and of mercantile monopoly on 
lence was substituted for the bayonet, and the | the other, not only as mon commiserating the suffer- 
spoils of the devoted city glutted the hands óf ra- ings of others but with a view to'the consequences on 
pine. In this exploit, a shoe-black divided his the safety and happiness of America. The anxious 


; net ; ok | solicitude manifested by the General Government, to: 
ae Kary fr pound Ons adn Rs uar j observe an impartial neutrality, in relation to the bel- 
pop : on i ligerent nations, has, at all times, met the decided ap- 


out a wretched existence in the West India colo- | probation of the Government and citizens of New 
nies, to prop up this naval and commercial Power. | Jersey. 

or that the remotest corners of every sea have | lt was confidently hoped that this line of conduct 
been visited with the scourge of blood and deso- | would have secured to our country the complete ob- 
lation for the same purpose? On general princi- į servance of the acknowledged laws of civilized nations, 


ples, does not past experience afford sufficient | or, at least, have protected the persons and property of 


warning to these States to avoid those shoals on | our citizens from outrageous violence. It was, there- 
which so many nations have been wrecked ? | fore, not without emotions of astonishment and indig- 

Mr. Chairman, under no view which I have nation goat they saw the two great belligerent Euro- 
been able to take of this subject, considering it ; pean Powers set at defiance the public law of nations, 
either as the furtherance of a system of naval | by commencing a wanton, unprovoked attack upon 
power, to be expanded with the growing strength | the property ahd persons of our citizens on the high 
of the Union to gigantic size, or that it isa pro- i geass ‘This indignation was increased by the insults 
per time for providing a temporary increase of i offered to an enlightened nation in the pretexts as- 
naval force, can I agree, said Mr. R. to the bill on | signed as the causes of this violence. The danger and 


our table. impolicy of waging war against all Europe at once 


When Mr. Rozzrrs had concluded, the Com: justified the course pursued by the General Government,. 
. y 3 ve 


of remonstrance, negotiation, and commercial restric- 
tions. It has now become a subject of some consola- 
tion, that one of the great belligerent nations has re- 
Wenpwnespay, January 22. ` ceded from her hostility, ceased to violate our neutral 


mittee rose, and had leave to sit again, 


Another member, to wit: Wriuram M. Rica- | rights, made assurance of future amity, and the obser- 
A : 1 k . 


i vance of the laws of nations, and thereby left America 
ARDEON, from Massachusetts, appeared, produced | a single antagonist to contend with, one against whom 
his credentials, was qualified, and took his seat. | she has already measured her strength 
ae een oe nae ne j In contemplating the. evils inflicted on our country 
: : Ei aa ! by Great Britain, the Legislature of New Jersey dis- 
to complete the payment for a tract of land pur- | claim bringing into calculation the injuries suffered in 
chased of the United States.—Referred to the 


Committee on the Public Lands. | mously buried in the Treaty of 1783. Nor do they 
NEW JERSEY RESOLUTIONS. | take into account the alleged instigation of the savages 

The following Message was received from the to hostilities on our frontier settlements, the facts not 
PRESIDENT OF one UNITED STATES: ~~ | being officially ascertained and declared. They leave 
j out also the insult to the American flag, in the attack 

To the Senate and House of . on the Chesapeake frigate, that having been amicably 
A preme ia Ale United aera $ Jesti adjusted. Nor would they, at this time, think proper 

t the request of the Legislature of New Jersey, t | to complain of the refusal of Great Britain to accede 


communicate to Congress copies of its resolutions, í to the desires of the civilized world, of ameliorating the 
transmitted by the Governor of that State. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Wasurneton, January 22, 1812. 


make free goods. Even if the controversy between the 


| two countries arose solely out of the interruption of” 
— ! our carrying trade, although they consider that trade- 


LEGISLATURE OF NEW JERSEY, | founded on a perfect, indisputable right, which ought 
House of Assembly, Jan. 13, 1812. | never to be yielded by treaty, yet policy might suggest 
‘Whereas, in cases of great national concern, in- | the propriety of sleeping over the injuries arising from 
volving, in their consequences, the interests, the rights, ; the deprivation of the. exercise of this right for a time. 
and the welfare, as well of the future as of the present | But the two following causes of complaint, on 
generation, it cannot fail to be useful and acceptable | which America and Great Britain are at issue, are of 
to those intrusted with the National Government, to , so unquestionable a nature as to leave no doubt or 
be made acquainted with the deliberate opinion of | hesitation on the mind: First. The abominable prac- 
every portion of the Union, the members of the Legis- i tice of impressing native American seamen while in 
lature of New Jersey, at this momentous crisis in our į the pursuit of a lawful commerce, forcing them on 
national concerns, think it a duty incumbent on them j board their ships of war, and compelling them, under 
publicly to express, as well the sense of the Legislature, | the lash, to fight against nations with whom we are at 
as the known feelings and sentiments of the citizens | peace, and even against their own country. 


.of the State they represent. Second. The depredations committed on the legiti-- 


In contemplating the convulsive struggles that have, | mate commerce of America, it being now openly 
within the last twenty years, broken up the Govern_| avowed by the British Government that an American 


| the Revolutionary war; these. having been magnani-- 


evils of war, by adopting, as a rule, that free ships. 
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built ship, owned by the citizens of the United States: | the Navy Committee, whether there was timber 
navigated by native American seamen, laden with! on hand sufficient for building the frigates pro- 
goods the growth and manufacture of the United | posed, besides what had been provided for build- 
: States, not contraband of war, bound to a belligerent; ing seventy-fours; because, if the Government had 

port, which is neither invested nor blockaded, is sub- nol seasoned timber on and sufficient for the 
ject, by the orders of the British Government, to | purpose, he should vote against building them, as 


seizure and condemnation, both ship and cargo; the] he had no idea of building them out of green 
ruin of individuals, and the destruction of commerce, timb 2 ve ae 
evidence the rigid execution of these orders. Mr, C PY idi hei PS f 
This flagitious conduct of the rulers of Great Britain | S Tenan ve ita Answer totae gaudy 
needs no comment; it is too notorious to be denied, i the gentleman from North Carolina, he could 
. too palpable to be susceptible of explanation, and too ; only repeat what he had before stated, that the 
atrocious for palliation or excuse. The answers to; Government is not in possession at present of 
the reasonable remonstrances of our Government have | Seasoned timber; and, from the lamentable ne- 


at variauce with reason, justice, and the public laws; | ment, it is iot in the power of Government to 
i in consequence of which further negotiation becomes | procure timber of the best kind; but timber can 
idle and vain. It only remains for the constituted au- be obtained of a quality superior to any of which 
thorities of the Union to guide the destinies of a! the present frigates are built. There are certain 
numerous, brave, and powerful nation, by marking out ! large pieces, not to be found among the timber 
its fature course; that, in doing this, they may rely | used for the building of merchant vessels, which 
with confidence on the support of New Jersey. will be wanting. There is timber sufficient on 


Be it resolved, by the Legislative Council and Gen-| hand for building four seventy-four gun ships; 
at; 


only added insults to injuries, by assuming positions | glect which had been-shown to~this~establish-~ ~ 


eral Assembly of the State of New Jersey, That, 
this important crisis in our national concerns, the Gov- | 
erment of New Jerscy entertain a full and perfect | 
confidence in the wisdom and integrity of the Presi- j 
dent, the Senate, and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, and hereby most solemnly , 
assure the National Government that New Jersey will . 
readily accord in any measures which it may, in its 
wisdom, think proper to adopt for the redress of: 
national wrongs. That they cordially approve the re- 
commendation of the President of the United States to 
both Houses of Congress, admonishing them to put 
the nation in armor. That, in case the Government | 
ofthe United States shall eventually determine to re- 
sist, by force, the lawless aggressions committed by the | 
British nation on the persons and property of our citi- | 
zens, this Legislature, in behalf of themselves, and the | 
citizens of New Jersey, whose representatives they are, | 
pledge themselves to the nation to render to the Gen- | 
eral Goyernment all the aid, assistance, and support in | 
their power, ‘and will, with readiness, perform all the; 
duties required of them in the prosecution of a war: 
undertaken for the common defence and general wel- 
fare. ; 

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be | 
requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing to the ; 
President of the United States, with a request that he! 
would be pleased to communicate a copy to each! 
branch of the National Legislature. i 

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be 
also requested to transmit a copy to each of our Sena- 
tors and Representatives in Congress. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House again went into a Committee of | 
the Whole on the bill concerning the Navy. The | 


and sufficient can be procured for the frigates, 
except the pieces which he had mentioned. 

Mr. Ruea being willing that the vessels on 
hand should be repaired, he had voted for the ne- 
cessary sum for this purpose; but not being very 
fond of water animals of the size described in the 


| second section of the bill, he moved to strike 


out that section, and would offer his reasons for 
doing so. 

If the United States were authorized to build 
these frigates, they could not be done in time for 
the present emergency. And, if he understood 
the gentleman from South Carolina rightly, there 
is no seasoned timber on hand fit for building 
these frigates; and the United States had suffered 
sufficiently already by building the former frigates 
of unseasoned timber. Mr. R. did not wish to see 
the United States a great naval power, equal to 
any nation.on earth. Indeed, he should be hap; 
py to see all the armed ships of the world on fire. 
They have been uniformly destructive of com-. 
merce and human happiness. 

Mr. SĮ was in favor of striking out this 
section of the bill. He ever had been, and he 
belicved ever should be, against this country be- 
coming a naval Power. If we embark in war, 
we shall have occasion for all the resources we 
can raise, without expending our money on ob- 
jects not immediately necessary ; besides, the sum 
now asked for is only an entering wedge. When 
members wish to carry a favorite measure, they 
uever ask for the whole sum wanted at once, but 
just as muchas they think they can get; and the 
work being begun, it must hereafter be tinished, 


question on filling up the blank in the section | It is true that our resources are considerable; but 
which provides for repairing the vessels on hand,; the Government cannot draw more from the 
with four hundred and eighty thousand dollars,; people than they are willing to pay; and it will 
was carried by a large majority. be found that the taxes will be sufficiently heavy 
The next section provides for the building of} without this navy. ; 
—— additional frigates. Mr. Cray (the Speaker) rose,.to present his 
Mr. Cueves moved to fill the blank in the bill, | views on the bill-before the Committee. He said 
designating the number of frigates to be built, į that as he did not precisely agree in opinion with 
with the word ten. any gentleman who had spoken, he should take 
Mr. Buacktepce inquired of the chairman of | the liberty of detaining the Committee a few mo- 
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ments while he offered to their attention some 
observations. He was highly gratified with the 
temper and ability with which the discussion had 
been hitherto conducted. It was honorable to 
the House, and, he trusted, would continue to be 
manifested on many future occasions. 

On this interesting topie a diversity of opinion 
has existed almost ever since the adoption of the 
present Government. On the one hand there 
appeared to him to have been attempts made to 
precipitate the nation into all the evils of naval 
extravagence, which had been productive of so 
much mischief in other countries; and, on the 
other, strongly fecling this mischicf, there has 
existed an unreasonable prejudice against pro- 
viding such a competent naval protection for our 
commercial and maritime rights as is demanded 
by their importance, and as the increased re- 
sources of the country amply justify. 

The attention of Congress has been invited to 
this subject by the President in his Message de- 
livered at the opening of the session. Indeed, 
had it been wholly neglected by the Chief Magis- 
trate, from the critical situation of the country, 
and nature of the rights proposed to be vindi- 
cated, it must have pressed itself upon our atien- 
tion. But said Mr.C., the President, in his Message, 
observes: “Your attention will, of course, be 
t drawn to such provisions on the subject of our 
‘naval force as may be required for the service 
‘to which it is best adapted. f submit to Con- 
t gress the seasonableness also of an authority to 
t augment the stock of such materials as are im- 
‘perishable in their nature, or may not at once 
‘be attainable.” ‘The President, by this recom- 
mendation, clearly intimates an opinion that the 
naval force of this country is capable of producing 
some effect; and the propriety of laying up im- 
perishable materials was no doubt suggested for 
the purpose of making additions to the navy, as 
convenience and exigencies might direct. . 

- It appeared to Mr. C. a little extraordinary that 
so much, as it seemed to him, unreasonable jeal- 
ousy should exist against the Naval Establishment. 
If, said he, we look back to the period of the for- 
mation of the Constitution, it will be found that 
no such jealousy was then excited. In placing 
the physical force of the nation at the disposal 
of Congress, the Convention manifested much 
greater apprehension of abuse in the power given 
to raise armies than in that-to provideanavy. In 
reference to the Navy, Congress is put under no 
restrictions; but with respect to the Army—that 
description of force which has been so often em- 
ployed to subvert the liberties of mankind—they 
are subjected to limitations, designed to prevent 
the abuse of this dangerous power. But it was 
not his intention to detain the Committee by a 
discussion on the comparative utility and safety 
of these two kinds of force. He would, however, 
be indulged in saying, that he thought gentlemen 
had wholly failed im maintaining the position 
they had assumed, that the fall of maritime Pow- 
ers was attributable to their navies. They have 
told you, indeed, that Carthage, Genoa, Venice, 
and other nations, had navies, and, notwithstand- 


| ing, were finally destroyed. But have they shown, 
j by a train of argument, that their overthrow was, 
in any degree. ascribable to their maritime great- 
p pess? Have they attempted even to show that 
there exists in the nature of this power a neces- 
sary tendency to destroy the nation using it? As- 
| sertion _is substituted for argument; inferences 
¡not authorized by historical facts are arbitraril 
i drawn; things wholly unconnected with each 
| other are associated together—a very logical mode 
| of reasoning! In the same way he could demon- 
[uate how idle and absurd our attachments are 
to freedom itself. He might say, for example, 
e Y; ; 
that Greece and Rome had forms of free govern- 
ment, and that they no longer exist; and deduc- 
ing their fall from their devotion to liberty, the 
| conclusion in favor of despotism would very, sat- 
j isfactorily follow! He demanded what there is 
| in the nature and construction of maritime power 
to excite the fears that have been indulged? Do 
j gentlemen really apprehend that a body of sea- 
| men will abandon their proper element, and, 
| placing themselves under an aspiring chief, will 
erect a throne to his ambition? Will they deign 
| to listen to the voice of history, and learn how 
| chimerical are their apprehensions ? 
But the source of alarm is in ourselves. Gen- 
l demen fear that if we provide a marine it will 
| produce collisions with foreign nations—plunge 
‘us into war, and ultimately overturn the Consti- 
| tation of the country. 
foreign collision you had better abandon the 
| ocean; surrender all your commerce ; give up all 
| your prosperity. It is the thing protected, uot 
‘ the instrament of protection, that involves you in 
‘war. Commerce engenders collision, collision 
| war, and war, the argument supposes, leads to 
i despotism. Would the counsels be deemed wise, 
‘of that statesman who should recommend that 
the nation should be unarmed—that the art of 
war, the martial spirit, and martial exercises, 
should be prohibited—and that the great body of 
the people should be taught that national happi- 
| ness was to be found in perpetual peace alone ? 
No, sir. And yet every argument in favor of a 
power of protection on land applies, in some de- 
gree, to a power of protection en the sea. Ua- 
doubtedly a commerce void of naval protection 
is more exposed to rapacity than a guarded com- 
| merce; and if we wish to invite the continuance 
lof the old, or enaction of new unjust edicts. let 
‘us refrain from all exertion upon that element 
where they operate, and where, in the end, they 
must be resisted. 

For his part, Mr. C. said, he did not allow him- 
self to be alarmed by those apprehensions of ma- 
ritime power which appeared to agitate other 
gentlemen. In the nature of our Government 
he beheld abundant security against abuse. He 
would be unwilling to tax the land to support the 
rights of the sea, and was for drawing from the 

i sea jiself the resources with which its violated 
freedom should at all times be vindicated. Whilst 
this principle is adhered to, there will be no danger 
of running into the folly and extravagance which 
so much alarms gentlemen ; and whenever it is 


Sir, if you wish to avoid. 
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abandoned—whenever Congress shall 
densome taxes to augment the Navy beyond what 


may be authorized by the increased wealth, and: 


‘demanded by the exigencies of the country, the 
people will interpose, and, removing their un- 
worthy representatives, apply the appropriate cor- 
rective. Mr. C. could not, then, see any just 
ground of dread in the nature of naval power. 
It was, on the contrary, free from the evils at- 
tendant upon standing armies. And, the genius 
of our institutions—the great representative prin- 
ciple, in the practical enjoyment of which we 
are so eminently distinguished—afforded the best 
guarantee against the ambition and wasteful ex- 
travagance of Government. 

What maritime strength is it expedient to pro- 
vide for the United States 2. In considering this 
subject, three different degrees of naval power 
present themselves. In the first place, such a 
force as would be capable of contending with 
that which any other nation is able to bring on 
the ocean—a force that, boldly scouring every 
sea, would challenge to combat the fleets of other 
Powers, however great. He admitted it was im- 
possible at this time, perhaps it never would be 
desirable for this country to establish so extensive 
a Navy. Indeed, he should consider it us mad- 
ness in the extreme in this Government to at- 
tempt to provide a Navy capable to cope with the 
fleets of Great Britain, wherever they might be 
met, 

The next species of naval power to which he 
would advert is that, which, without adventuring 
into distant seas, and keeping generally in our 
own harbors, and on our coasts, would be compe- 
tent to beat off any squadron which might be at- 
tempted to be permanently stationed in our wa- 
ters. His friends from South Carolina (Messrs. 
Cuzves and Lownpss) had satisfactorily shown 
that, to effect this object, a foree equivalent only 
to one-third of that which the maintenance of 
such squadron must require would be sufficient. 
That if, for example, England should determine 
io station permanently upon our coast a squadron 
of twelve ships-of-the-line, it would require for 
this service thirty-six ships-of-the-line, one-third 
in port repairing, one-third on the passage, and 
one third on the station. But that is a force 
which it has heen shown that even England, with 
her boasted Navy, could not spare for the Ameri- 
can service whilst she is engaged in the present 
contest. Mr. C. said he was desirous of seeing 
such a force as he had described, that is, about 
twelve ships-of-the-line and fifteen or twenty fri- 
gates, provided for the United States; bat, he 
admitted that it was unattainable in the present 
situation of the finances of the country. He con- 
tended, however, that it was such as Congress 
ought to set about providing, and he hoped, in 
less than ten years, to see it actually established. 
He was far from surveying the vast maritime 
power of Great Britain with the desponding eye 
with which other gentlemen beheld it. Hecould 
not allow himself to be discouraged at the pros- 
pect even of her thousand ships. This country 
only required resolution, and a proper exertion of 


lay bur- | its immense resource 


entertained no doubt that the force to which he 
referred would insure the command of our own 
seas. Such a force would avail- itself of our ex- 
tensive seaboard and numerous harbors, every- 
where affording asylums to which it could retire 
for safety from a superior fleet, or from which it 
| could issue for the purpose of annoyanec. To 
j the opinion of his colleague, (Mr. McKee,) who 
appeared to think that it was in vain for us to 

make any straggle on the ocean, he would oppose 
i the sentiments of his distinguished connexion, the. 
heroic Daviess, who fell in the battle of Tippe- 
' canoe. 

[Here Mr. ©. read certain parts of a work 
written by Coloncl Daviess, in which the author 
attempts to show that, as the aggressions upon 
our commerce were not committed by fleets, but 
by single vessels, they could in the same man- 
ner be best retaliated; that a force of about 
twenty or thirty frigates would be capable of in- 
flicting great injury on English commerce by 
picking up stragglers, cutting off convoys and 
seizing upon every moment of supineness; and 
that such a force, with our seaports and harbors 
well fortified, and aided by privateers, would be 
really formidable, and would annoy the British 
navy and commerce, as the French army was 
assailed in Egypt, the Persian army in Scythia, 
and the Roman army in Parthia.] 

The third description of force worthy of con- 
sideration is, that which would be able to prevent 
any single vessel, of whatever metal, from en- 
dangering our whole coasting trade, blocking up’ 
our harbors, or laying under contribution our 
cities; a force competent to punish the insolence 
of the commander of any single ship, and to pre- 
serve in our own jurisdiction the inviolability of 
our peace and our laws, A force of this kind is 
entirely within the compass of our means.at this 
lime. Is there a reflecting man in the nation 
who would not charge Congress with a culpable ` 
neglect of its duty, if, for the want of such a force, 
a single ship were to bombard one of our cities 2 
Would not every honorable member of this Com- 
mittee inflict on himself the bitterest reproaches, 
if, by failing to rmake an inconsiderable addition 
to our little gallant Navy, a single British ves- 
sel should place New York under contribution ? 
Yes, sir, when the city is in flames, its wretehed 
inhabitants begin to repent of their neglect in not 
providing engines and water buckets. If, said 
Mr. C., we are not able to meet the wolves of the’ 
forest, shall we put up with the barking of every 
petty fice that trips across our way?- Because 
we cannot guard against every possible danger, 
shall we provide against none? He hoped not. 
He had hardly expected that the.instructing but 
humiliating lesson was so soon to be forgotten 
which was taught usin the mirder of Pierce ; 
the attack on the Chesapeake; and the insult of- 
fered in the harbor of Charleston, which the brave 
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old fellow tha 
deavored to chastise. 
It was a rule with Mr. C., when acting either 
in a public or private character, to attempt noth- | 
ing more than what there existed a prospect of 
accomplishing. He was, therefore, not in favor 
of entering into any mad projects on this subject ; 
but for deliberately and resolutely pursuing what 
he believed to be within the power of Govern- 
ment. Gentlemen refer to the period of 1798, 
and we are reminded of the principles oe 
| 
} 


ed by the opposition at that time. He had no 
doubt of the correctness of that opposition. The 
naval schemes of that day were premature, not 
warranted by the resources of the country, and 
were contemplated for an unnecessary war into 
which the nation was about to be plunged. He 
always admired and approved the zeal and abil- 
ity with which that opposition wa» conducted by 
the distinguished gentleman now at the head. of 
the Treasury. But the state of things is totally 
altered. What was folly in 1798 may be wisdom 
now. At that time, we had a revenue only of 
about six millions. Our revenue now, upon a 
‘supposition that commerce is restored, is about 
sixteen millions. The population of the country, 
too, is greatly increased—nearly doubled—and the 
wealth of the nation is, perhaps, tripled. While 
our ability to construct a navy is thus enhanced, 
the necessity for maritime protection is propor- 
tionately augmented. Independent of the exteu- 
sion of our commerce, since the year 1798, we | 
have had an addition of more than five hundred | 
miles tu our coast, frum the bay of Perdido to the 
mouth of the Sabine—a weak and defenceless ac- 
cession, requiring, more than any other part of | 
our maritime frontier, the protecting arm of Gov- | 
ernment. 

The groundless imputation, that those who 
were friendly to a navy were espousing a princi- 
ple inimical to freedom, should not terrify him. 
He was not ashamed when in such company as 
the illustrious author of the “Notes on Virginia,” 
whose opinions on the subject of anavy, contain- 
ed in that work, contributed to the formation of 
his own. But the principle of a navy, Mr. C. 
contended, was no longer open to controversy. It 
was decided when Mr. Jefferson came into power. 
With all the prejudices against a navy, which are 
alleged by some to have been then brought into 
the Administration—with many honest prejudi- 
ces, he admitted—the rash attempt was not made 
to destroy the establishment. It was reduced only | 
to what was supposed to be within the financial | 
capacity of the country. Jf, ten yearsago, when 
all those prejudices were to be combatted, even 
in time of peace, it was deemed proper by the 
then Administration to retain in service ten frig- 
ates, he put it to the candor of gentlemen to say, 
if now, when we are on the eve of a war, and 
taking into view the actual growth of the coun- 
try, and the acquisition of our coast on the Gulf 
of Mexico, we ought notte add to the Establish- 
ment ? 

Mr..C. said, he had hitherto alluded more par- 
ticularly to the exposed situation of certain parts 


While he felt the deep- 
est solicitude for the safety of New York, and 
other cities on the coast, he would be pardoned 
by the Committee for referring to the interests of 
that section of the Union from which he came. 
If, said he, there be a point more than any other 
in the United States demanding the aid of naval 
protection. that point is the mouth of the Missis-- 
sippi. What is the population of the Western 
country, dependent upon this single outlet for its 
surplus productions? Kentucky, according to 
the ilast enumeration, has 406,511; ‘Tennessee, 
261,727; and Ohio, 230,760. And, when the pop- 
ulation of the western parts of Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania, and the territories which are drained by 
the Mississippi or its waters, is added, it will form 
an aggregate equal to about one-fifth of the whole 
population of the United States, resting all their 
commercial hopes upon this solitary vent! The 
bulky articles, of which their surplus productions 
consist, can be transported no other way. They 
wiil not bear the expense of a carriage up the 
Ohio and Tennessee, and across the mountains, 
and the circuitous voyage of the Lakes is out of 
the question. While most other.States have the 
option of numerous outlets, so that if one be closed 
resort can be had to others, this vast population 
has no alternative. Close the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi and their export trade is annihilated. He 
called the attention of his Western friends, espe- 
cially his worthy Kentucky friends (from whom 
he felt himself with regret constrained to differ on 
this occasion) to the state of the public feeling in 
that quarter, while the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi was withheld by Spain; and to the still 
more recent period when the right of depot was 
violated. 
tion; and, at the nod of Government, would have 
fallen on Baton Rouge and New Orleans, and 
punished the treachery of a perfidious Govern- 
ment. Abandon all idea of protecting, by mari- 
time force, the mouth of the Mississippi, and we 
shall have the recurrence of many similar scenes, 
We shall hold the inestimable right of the navi- 
gation of that river by the most precarious tenure. 
The whole commerce of the Mississippi—a com- 
merce that is destined to be the richest that was 
ever borne by a single stream—is placed at the 
mercy of a single ship lying off the Balize ! 
Agaio: The convulsions of the new world, still 
more, perhaps, than those of Europe, challenge 
our attention. Whether the ancient dynasty of 
Spain is still to be upheld or subverted, it is ex- 
tremely uncertain, if the bonds connecting the 
parent country with her colonies are not forever 
broken. What isto become of Cuba? Will it 
assert independence, or remain the province of 
some European Power? In either case the whole 
trade of the Western country, which must pass 
almost within gun-shot of the Moro Castle, is 
exposed to danger. It was not, however, of Cuba 
he was afraid. He wished her independent. But, 
suppose England gets possession of that valuable 
island? With Cuba on the south and Halifax 
on the north—and the consequent means of favor- 
ing or annoying the commerce of particular sec- 


The whole country was in commo-: 
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tions of the country, he asked if the most san- | not prepare to protect there your own commerce 
guine among us would not tremble for the integ- | and to assail his, will he not sweep from the. ocean 
rity of the Union? If, along with Cuba, Great | every vessel bearing your flag, and destroy even 
Britain should acquire East Florida, she will have į the coasting trade? But, from the arguments- of 
the absolute command of the Gulf of Mexico. | gentlemen. it would seem to be questioned if for- 
Can gentlemen, particularly gentlemen from the | eign commerce is worth the kind of protection 
Western country, contemplate such possible, nay, | insisted upon. What is this foreign commerce 
` probable events, without desiring to see, at least | that has suddenly become so inconsiderable? It 
the commencement of such a naval establishment | has, with very trifling aid from other sources, de- 
as would effectually protect the Mississippi? He; frayed the expenses of Government ever since 
entreated them to turu their attention tu the de- i the adoption of the present Constitution—main- 
fenceless situation of the Orleans Territory, and | tained an expensive and successful war with the 
to the nature of its population. Itis known that, i Indians—a_war with the Barbary Powers—a quasi 
while under the Spanish Government, they expe- į war with France—sustained the charges of sup- 
rienced the benefit of naval security. Satisfy | pressing two insurrections, and extinguished up- 
them that, under the Government of the United ! ward of forty-six millions of the public debt! In 
States, they will enjoy less protection, and you| revenue it has, since the year 1789, yielded one 
disclose the most fatal secret, i hundred and ninety-one millions of dollars. Du- 
The General Government receives annually | ring the first four years after the commencement 
for the public lands about $600,000. One of the i of the present Government, the revenue averaged 
sources whence the Western people raise this; only about two millions annually—during a sub- 
sum, is the exportation of the surplus productions i sequent period of four years it rose to an average 
of that country. Shut up the Mississippi and | of fifteen millions annually, or became equivalent ` 
this source is, in a great measure, dried up. But, | to a capital of two hundred and fifty millions of 
suppose this Government to look upon the ocelu- | dollars, at an interest of six per cent. per annum. 
siou of the Mississippi, without making an effort | And, if our commerce is re-established, it will, in 
on that element, where alone it could be made) the course of time, net a sum for which we are 
snecessfully, to remove the blockading force, and, ! scarcely furnished with figures in arithmetic.— 
at the same time, to be vigorously pressing pay- j Taking the average of the last nine years (com- 
ment for the public lands; he shuddered at the | prehending, of course, the season of the embargo) 
consequences. Deep-rooted as he knew the af- | our exports averaged upward of thirty-seven mil- 
fections of the Western people to be to the Union, | lions of dollars, which is equivalent to a capital of 
(and he would not admit their patriotism to be | upward of six hundred millions of dollars at six 
surpassed by any other quarter of the country,) if| per cent. interest, all of which must be lost in a 
such a state of things were to last any considera- | destruction of foreign commerce. In the aban- 
ble time, he should seriously apprehend a with- | donment of that commerce is also involved the 
drawal of their confidence. Nor, sir could we | sacrifice of our brave tars, who have engaged in 
derive any apology for the failure to afford them | the pursuit, from which they derive subsistence, 
protection from the want of the material for na- | under confidence that the Government will afford 


i 
i 
1 
4 


val architecture. On the contrary, all the articles 
entering into the construction of a navy—iron, 
hemp, timber, pitch, abound in the greatest quan- 
tities on the waters of the Mississippi. Ken- 
tucky alone, he had no doubt, raised hemp enough | 


them that just protection which is due ‘to all. 
They will be driven into foreign employment, for 
it is in vain to expect that they will renounce the 
habits of their life. 

The spirit of commercial enterprise so strongly 


the last year for the whole consumption of the | depicted by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
United States. Mrrcattt,) is diffused throughout the country, It 

If, as he conceived, gentlemen had been unsuc- | is a passion as unconqucrable as any with which 
cessful in showing that the downfall of maritime, nature has endowed us. You may attempt to 
nations was ascribable to their navies, they had | regulate—you cannot destroy it. It exhibits: itself 


been more fortunate in showing, by the instances | as well on the waters of the Western 


to which they had referred, that, without a ma- 


country, as 
on the waters and shores of the Atlantic, .Mr.C. 


rine, no foreign commerce could exist to any ex- | had heard of a vessel built at Pittsburg, having 


tent. li is the appropriate, 
term be allowable) protection of foreign com- 
merce. The shepherd and his faithful dog are 
not more necessary to guard the flocks that 
browse and gambol on the neighboring mountain. 
He considered the prosperity of foreign com- 
merce indissolubly allied to marine power. Ne- 
glect to provide the one, and you must abandon 
the other. Suppose the expected war with Eng- 
land is commenced, you enter and subjugate Can- 
ada, and she still refuses to do you justice, what 
other possible mode will remain to operate on the 
enemy but upon that element where you can then 
alone come in contact with him? And if you do 


the natural (if the | crossed the Atlantic, and entered a European port 


(he believed that of Leghorn.) The master of 
the vessel laid his papers before the proper cus- 
tom-house, which, of course, stated the place.of 
her departure. The officer-boldly denied the ex- 
istence of any such American port as Pittsburg, 
and threatened a seizure of the vessel, as being 
furnished with forged papers. The affrighted 
master procured a map of the United States, and, 
pointing out the Gulf of Mexico, took the.officer 
to the mouth of the Mississippi—traced the course 
of the Mississippi, more than a thousand miles, to 
the mouth of the Ohio; and, conducting him stil] 
a thousand miles higher, to the junction of the 
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ed, stands Pittsburg, the port from which I sailed! | 
The custom-house officer, prior to the production | 


cred Constitutional duty. When the power to 
provide a navy was confided to Congress, it must 
have been the intention of the Convention to sub- 
mit only to the discretion of that body the period | 
when that power should be exercised. ‘That pe- | 
riod had, in bis opinion, arrived, at least for mak- 
ing a respectable beginning. And, while he dis- 
charged what he conceived to be his duty, he 
derived great pleasure from the reflection that he | 
was supporting a measure calculated to impart 
additional strength to our happy Union. Diver- 
sified as are the interests of its various parts, how 
admirably do they blend together and harmonize! 
We have only to makea proper use of the bounties 
spread before us, to render us prosperous and pow- 
erful. Such a navy, as he had contended for, will 
form ‘a new bond of connexion between 


States, concentrating their hopes, their interests, 
and their affections. 

"Be concluded by inquiring of the chairman of 
the Naval Committee, if there were seasoned tim- 
ber on hand, to enable him to judge whether it 
was hest now to vote for immediately building 
some additional frigates, or to provide the requis- 
ite materials? 

-Mr. Crrves could only repeat the information 
which he had already given to the Committee, 
that suitable timber could be obtained for these 
frigates, though it be not on hand, except some of 
the large pieces required. And, as to the expense 
of these vessels, it is estimated at one million 
three hundred thousand dollars. 

The subject had been so ably argued by his 
friends, that he would not intrude longer on the 
Committee than .to notice one circumstance. 
Gentlemen have been alarmed by a project from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, proposing ways 
and means for the present crisis. But if gentle- į 
mien be satisfied, as he trusted they were, that a | 
moderate increase of our Navy Establishment is | 
expedient, this letter of the Secretary ought toj 
have no effect upon them; for, while Congress | 
can raise a land force of 85,000 men, they can | 
surely afford to appropriate the comparatively | 
small ‘sum asked for on account of the Navy. 
But, gentlemen say this is the way schemes are 
fixed upon the nation, by making one appropria- | 
tion that another may follow. No deception, said 
Mr. C., had been used in this business. The case į 
had been fairly stated, and the question is put, | 
‘Will you cut off the right arm of your nation, by | 
putting down the Navy? If gentlemen please, ! 
they can do it; but he wished it might not be | 
done on account of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry’s letter. The nation is, doubtless, equal to the | 
ctisis; and it is to be hoped members will not | 
shrink from a performance of their duty. i 

Mr. Smite observed, that the gentleman from | 


South Carolina had acknowledged that the sum 
now asked toward building this navy was only 
intended as the beginning of the business, that 
more would be called for hereafter. He knew 
very well this was the intended course. It was a 
little extraordinary, said Mr. S., to find gentlemen 
from Kentucky, patronizing this navy scheme, 
while the large shipping and commercial State 
of Pennsylvania does not want this alleged pro- 
tection of commerce but really the machine of 
power. 

Mr. Mircattyt made some additional observa- 
tions, chiefly on the great resources of this coun- 
try for ship-building, which he exhibited in the 
most comprehensive way, showing that every 
material used about a ship could be obtained 
within ourselves in the greatest ahundance. 

Mr. Boyn had heard a great deal said in favor 
of going into the establishment of this navy ; he 
wished to offer a few remarks against this project. 
He had heard theory on theory, and calculation 
on calculation; but, nothing that he had heard 
convinced him of the policy of building a navy 
larger ‘than we have, especially at the present 
time; he knew, indeed, that we could never build 
a navy to cope with Great Britain. 

Instead of hearing so much said about throw- 
ing money away upon a navy, he should like to 
hear something about the encouragement and 
protection of our infant manufactories, ‘which he 
thought of greater importance to the country 
than building ships; for, if they are properly en- 
couraged, they will make everything we want, 
and by drawing over emigrants from other coun- 
tries, and thus increasing our population, they 
will consume a great part of our surplus produce, 
so that foreign trade would be less an object. Too 
little attention, he thought, was paid to this sub- 
ject. This would be a peaceful course; manu- 
factures might be carried to any extent, without 
running the risk of war; not so with foreign com- 
merce, the more it is extended, the more difficul- 
ties the country is involved in. He was in favor 
of the peaceful course, and consequently against 
a large permanent naval establishment. 

Mr. Raega said, before the question was taken, 
he would add a few other remarks. He had al- 
ways been in favor of protecting commerce; but 
he could not consent to protect it in the manner 
now proposed. We have, said he, voted millions 
for the fortifications on our seacoast, and for 
building gunboats for the protection of our coasts 
and ports and harbors. But gentlemen now say, 
these are not sufficient, give us a fleet—not to 
meet our enemy at sea, nor to protect our conl- 
merce in our waters, but to protect our coasts and 
harbors, he supposed, to be alongside our fortifica- 
tions. 

He was surprised to hear a gentleman from 
Kentucky (the Speaker) express a desire for ships 
of war to protect the interests of the Western 
country. He knew of no use they would be of 
there, except they meant to use them against the 
Indians. 

And, as to New Orleans, it is defended so well 
by nature, that no foreign Power can annoy it. 


aa 
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The upper country will always maintain it. Be- | able to build these frigates in several years, or we 
_ sides, if any foreign nation were to attempt to; must build of materials not well seasoned, and 
take it, they would repent of it. for the country, which must insure their speedy decay. What 
would prove a grave to them. We have, unfor- should we think of a man who, in erecting an 
tunately, liad cause to repent of having kept a body | expensive and elegant house, should employ green 
of troops there. The mortality among them was! sills, sleepers, and corner posts, but be very par- 
distressing to humanity. As to the people of Cuba, i ticular in selecting timber of the first quality for 
he did not believe they had any more intention | all the rest of the building? Sir, he would find 
to injure us, than we them. He saw no necessi- ) to his cost, as we in keeping up our old frigates 
ty, therefore, for vessels of war to guard against j have found to ours, that the expense of repairs 
danger from that quarter. If we could trade with | would be so enormous as to create doubts whe- 
each other, it would be very well. | ther it would not be better to build a new house 
. We are told, said he, that we have no force to than attempt to repair the old hulk. Then ad- 
resist a seventy-four gunship. And would the mitting the information given us by the chair- 
frigates proposed to be built be able to do it? Cer- iain has heen derived from sources worthy of 
tainly not. If we wish to make a great effort, let | credit, T certainly would not agree to vote In 
us make an appropriation for three or four large favor of this section and saddle upon the nation 
ships, equal to any in the British service, so as to | a parcel of ships patched up of seasoned and un- 
be able to match them; but, at present, he was | seasoned timber. But is it not extremely prob- 
not for voting any money for this purpose. able that this information has been derived from 
Gentlemen tell us, said Mr. R., because our rev- | interested sources; that is, from persons who, 
enue is drawn from commerce, a navy ought to having ship-timber on hand, are likely, under the 
be built to protect commerce. It is true that the | present aspect of affairs, to find it more their in- 
revenue is collected from commerce; but who | terest to sell the timber to the publie than employ 
pays the tax? The people, to be sure. If we) it in building vessels for their own use? From 
could get a revenue that was not paid by the peo- | the very nature of it, I cannot but believe this to 
- ple at large, but by the merchants alone, then : be the case; for, as the Government had not the 
there would be some ground for calling upon the; timber of their own, of whom would they have 
people to assist in protecting their commerce, But j inquired to know whether they could be supplied 
as long as the people are to pay the taxes, it mat- j with the timber of suitable quality ? Certainly of 
ters not much from what sources they are drawn. | the large ship-buildets, who, from the considera- 
Mr. Biacxtepee said: 1 had no intention of | tions I have just mentioned, would no doubt be 
taking up the time of the Committee a single mo- | induced to wish to make a sale of their. timber, 
ment with any remarks of mine upon the subject | rather than build it into vessels for their own ac- 
under consideration when I entered the House } count. We are informed by the report which 
this morning. It has already been discussed with | accompanies the bill that it will cost about one 
an ability which does honor to the gentlemen | million seven hundred thousand dollars to build 
who have spoken on both sides, and my mind ; and completely fit ten frigates averaging thirty- 
was made up to vote in favor of every section of ; eight guns; but of this sum we are told it is only 
the bill except the one now under consideration. | proposed to appropriate one million of dollars at 
My objection to this section does not arise from | this time, and that it will be time enough at the 
an aversion to inereasing our Naval Establish- ; end of some future session to appropriate the 
ment, but from a conviction, arising from all the! other seven hundred thousand dollars. From 
views I have been able to take of thesubject, that | the same report we learn that the whole cost of a 
our resources can be applied to increase it in a i seventy-four gunship will be about three hundred 
much better way. Where, sir, is the timber of | and thirty-three thousand dollars, and that we 
which it is contemplated to build these ten frig- í have the timber and cannon on hand for four at 
ates? The report which accompanied the bill | least. 
does not inform us, and the very able chairman ! The whole cost of four seventy fours then, ac- 
of the committee who made the report has this | cording to the report, would be one million three 
day told us, (what from the silence of the report hundred and thirty-two thousand (1,332,000) dol- 
on this subject I had before inferred,) that we lars, but deducting the cost of the timber and 
bave not the timber for them on hand, but that} cannon already on hand, which cannot be less 
from sources deemed worthy of credit he has un- | than one hundred and thirty-two thousand dol- 
derstood that timber for ten frigates is procurable | lars, it appears that we can by an appropiation of 
sufficiently seasoned, and of quality that will | one million two hundred thousand dollars be fur- 
answer very well, except some of the largest nished with four ships of seventy-four guns in 
ieces necessary for constructing such ships.— | course of the present year; or. if it should not be 
hat is the name or description of these larger | wished to finish them, but only. to advance to- 
pieces of timber the worthy chairman has not wards completing them in the proportion which 
informed us, but from the little knowledge I have | is contemplated for the frigates, it will then re- 
of ship-building cannot be much at a loss in de- | quire but about seven hundred and eighty-three 
termining that they must be the sterns, sternposts, | thousand five hundred dollars for the four seventy- 
keels, keelsons, and beams. These it seems we | fours in the course of the present year; in fact it 
neither have on hand, nor can procure from pri- | would not require so large a sum, as we have the 
vate ship-yards; of course we shall either not be | timber already by us. Besides, when built, ad- 
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milting the frigates to average but thirty-six 
guns, if appears from the Secretary’s report they 
will cost us annually to keep the ten in service 
one million twenty thousand dollars, when four 
seventy-fours would cost but eight hundred and 
forty-seven thousand one hundred and sixteen 
dollars, making a difference of near two hundred 
thousand dollars a year in our expenses. Let us 
build which we may, our object is to employ them 
against an enemy vastly our’ superior upon the 
ocean, and who will no doubt do his utmost to 
keep them blockaded in our ports, or capture them 
if they get to sea. We ought then, I think, un- 
questionably to vest our resources in that species 
of force most likely to enable us to take advan- 
tage of the disasters which must frequently be- 
fall any blockading squadron upon our coast. 
Add four seventy-fours at once to the ten frigates 
we already have, and independent of the appal it 
will produce upon our enemy, evincing a deter- 
mination to meet him as early as possible upon 
his own element, we shall put him to double the 
expense in his blockading squadrons which he 
would feel any necessity to be at in keeping 
twenty frigates shut up # our ports. 

The objects of our preparations for war by 
land are to garrison our forts, and wrest from the 
enemy his Canadian possessions, and it is be- 
lieved: by all that they are commensurate to the 
end, and that in the course of the first-year we 
shall at least be able to get possession o Upper 
Canada, and all that part of the country furnish- 
ing either timber or provisions for exportation. 
To this purpose I agree that it is proper to direct 
the energies of the nation at the outset. But these 
provinces, except for the purpose of some sup- 
plies for her West India Islands and her fleets in 
our seas, it is known are notof much importance 
to her. ‘Admit, then, that we have takèn them, all 
we have gained worth speaking of is in the addi- 
tional expense and trouble we shall have thrown 
upon our enemy in supplying her blockading 
squadrons. This is surely an important point, 
but by no means sufficiently so, I fear, to bring 
her to a sense of justice towards us if we there 
stop. An increase of our Naval Establishment is 
also another essential link in our chain of prepa- 
rations. That increase should be made in the 
way most likely to endanger the enemy’s com- 
merce and squadronsin our seas. These squadrons 
we know will consist not of frigates alone, but of 
ships-of-the-line to come in aid of their frigates 
in-the case of need. They know the gallant 
cominanders of our frigates will never surrender 
them to ships of equal force, and, therefore, as in 
the case of the dastardly attack of the Leopard 
upon the Chesapeake, they will take care to have 
ships-of-the-line to aid their quick sailing frigates. 


We must do the same, or our frigates when built | 
will be of but little use, for though I do not be- | 
lieve that either a Decatur or a Rodgers would | 


surrender their frigates to any seventy-four in 
the British navy, as long as they could be kept 
afloat, yet no man acquainted with the relative 
force of the two ships can hesitate in declaring 
that the frigates must ultimately go to the bot- 


tom or be captured. Of the bravery, skill, and 
enterprise of our seamen, no man can doubt. 
Give them ships any way equal to their enemy, 


and my life upon it we never lose one but ata. 


cost to the enemy which shall make him repent 
the contest. For the seventy-fours we have the 
timber ready, of the finest quality, and in the 
best possible state of preparation; it will cost 
less to build them and less to keep them in ser- 
vice, and when built, I have no hesitation in de- 
elaring it as my firm belief, that they will pro- 
ducea much more powerful effeetupon the enemy 
than the frigates. I shall therefore vote against 


this section, but shall do it under a hope of hav- 


ing a section substituted, authorizing the build- 
ing four seventy-fours. 

Our experience for years past proves that we 
have nothing to hope for from negotiation. It 
proves more, for it shows that a failure to resent 
by war one invasion of our rights has led to 
another; that a failure to resent by war an inva- 
sion of our rights by one of the belligerents has 
served as a pretext for a similar or a more flagrant 
violation. by the other. Our love of peace then 
must either give way to necessity, or chain us in 
submission at the feet of our insolent oppressors. 
Great Britain, by her Orders in Council, forbids 
our carrying the produce of our soil to any mar- 
ket from whence her products are excluded— 
thus, in fact, assuming and exercising the right 
to regulate our commerce as before our Revolu- 
tion. By her practice of impressment, she has 
already forced into service thousands of our citi- 
zens, and compelled them to fight her battles. 
What have we gained, or what has she lost by 
the blood and treasure expended by our ancestors 
in the glorious struggle which achieved our in- 
dependence, if we submit to the pretensions now 
set up by the very nation from whom they ob- 
tained it ?- Will it be any consolation to our sea- 
faring brethren to tell: them that they enjoy the 
glorious privilege of electing men to represent 
them and guard their interests in the great coun- 
cils of the nation, when they see that their Rep- 
resentatives suffer them, to be enslaved by any 
foreign Power, and their families thrown into 
distress and upon the bounty of their friends or 
the parish? Will it be any consolation to the 
agriculturist or merchant to know that he also 
enjoys the privilege of sending men to represent 
him here, when they see that these Representa- 
tives have surrendered to any nation whatever 
the right of directing to what ports or places, and 
under what conditions, the products of our soil 
shall be carried for a market? It certainly can- 
not. They will see at once that they had better 
rid themselves of the expense of their own Gov- 
ernment, and rely entirely upon some Govern- 
ment for a protection of their rights. Rather 
than submit to pretensions so degrading to our 
national honor, and which, if submitted to, must 


lead to consequences so destructive both to the 
agricultural and commercial interests of the na- 


tion, I do not hesitate to prefer war; and am 
happy to find from the vast. majority in favor of 
the measures heretofore under discussion pre- 
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was of course the best judge of the propriety of 


easy prey to any petty Power disposed to join 
one party in its attempts to overcome the other. 
And I cannot but believe that itis to the unhappy 
party spirit at present, and for years past, pre- 


vailing among us, that we owe the attempt of 


Great Britain again to place us in the most ab- 
ject state of colonization. Surely, sir, when the 
gentleman from Connecticut hazarded the opin- 
ion, that “if our Naval Establishment had been 
‘fostered from its foundation twelve or fifteen 


t Years ago we should ñow have had a navy suf-. 


‘ficiently formidable to have held the balance 
‘between France and England,” he had forgot- 
ten the recent fate of Copenhagen; he could not 
have recollected the character of the English na- 
tion, as evinced in her history for at least a cen- 
tury past. She believes that not only the safety 
of her colonies abroad, but that her very exist- 
ence as an independent nation depends upon her 
naval superiority. ‘The very instant she has dis- 
covered any of her neighbors likely to rival her 
in this point, she has made war upon them. 
Upon what good ground then does the gentleman 
found his opinion that we should have been suf- 
fered to raise a naval furce sufficiently formida- 
ble to have held the balance between these two 
great rival Powers? A naval force sufficiently 


selling or retaining them. 

From the commencement of Mr. Jefferson’s 
Administration, the navy has been kept at about 
the rate it stood at when he came into office. 
The danger to be apprehended from the piratical 
States of Barbary, l have always believed, ren- . 
dered it necessary to keep one of about this size. 
| Experience in the war with Tripoli has shown 

that for these purposes it was not only necessary 
but large enough. To be able to judge whether 
“the Republican Administrations have acted wisely 
in not enlarging our Naval Establishment to such 
| a size as would, in the language of the gentleman 
| from Connecticut, have enabled us to hold the 
balance between the two great contending Pow- 
ers of Europe, we should not forget that the best 
‘interests of our country required that its rulers 
| should so shape their measures as, if possible, to 


keep us at peace with all the world, particularly 

with these great and powerful nations. Allex- 
| perience proves that this was not to be effected 
| with Great Britain by making additions to our 
| Naval Establishment, calculated to excite her 
| jealousy. This, therefore, has been avoided ; and 
a Strict and impartial neutrality observed towards 
‘both the belligerents. The rapidity with which 
i the nation advanced to wealth, under such a course 


large to have answered this purpose, must have į of measures, and the length of time we were per- 
been at least equal to that of the Danes at the} mitted to reap the rich harvest of our neutrality 
tme they were Copenhagened ; which, as well | without molestation, furnish the fullest evidence 
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of their wisdom. Unfortunately for us, however, | My reasons for being opposed to this sectio 
our national and commercial prosperity have at | and for preferring four seventy-fours, to the ten 
‘Yength excited that jealousy, which an attempt | frigates which it proposes to build, I have already 
to create a formidable navy would long since | assigned, and will not weary. the patience of the 
have done, and our wretched divisions among | Committee with repeating. 
ourselves have emboldened Great Britain to at- | pardon me for not taking my seat till I have ex- 
tempt to check them, by a course of oppression | pressed the gratification I feel at discovering, that, 
and vexatious restrictions, which not even one of | by a section of this bill, our gunboats are pro- 
her colonies would submit toif they had it in | posed to be attached to our land fortifications. 
their power to resist, and which if we submit to | Asa part of our naval force, I have never con- 
reduce us once more to the degraded state of her i sidered them worth retaining, but as an engine 
colonies. Having exhausted the patience of all | for the protection of our ports and harbors, sounds 
parties in fruitless attempts to bring her to a ;and bays, for wielding against the predatory fve 
sense of justice by remonstrance, we seem at length i along our coasts the heaviest species of artillery, 
determined to assert our rights by war. ‘The ly have believed them to be invaluable. And 
troops necessary to carry on that war with vigor | much as the Administration has been abused for 
have been authorized to be raised by a vast ma- | building so many of them, by those who always 
jority of this House. The question, when that | remember to forget that they were ordered to be 


But I hope they will 


measure was under consideration, was not whe- 
ther large standing armies ought to be raised and 
kept up, but whether the war into which we are 
about to enter could be carried on prosperously 
without such an army. The bill now under con- 
sideration proposes an increase of our Naval Es- 
tablishment, and the question ought not to be de- 
cided by theoretic priuciples of the policy or im- 
policy of large naval establishments. The true 
question, according to my apprehension, is, will 
‘pot an increase of our Naval Establishment be- 
come necessary in the course of the war? For 
one, Lam fully persuaded, that an increase will 


j built at the moment we were believed to be on 
‘the very eve of war, in consequence of the attack 
lupon the Chesapeake; I will venture to pro- 
| nounce that, go to war when we may with Britain, 
‘it will be found that we have not near as many 
as we shall need. Our whole coast, sounds, bays, 
and rivers, abound with men who know better 
i how to manage such vessels than the best man- 
of-war’s man. ‘Attached to our fortifications, to 
our ports and harbors, I have strong hopes that 
ways will be devised to man and fight them, or a 
great part of them, with equal effect and on terms 
more economical than has been possible while 


be found to be absolutely necessary, and therefore, | manning them with seamen equally suitable for 
though opposed to this section, shall use my best ' our frigates as for gunboats. 


exertions to increase it in a way which I deem 
yoore advantageous. 


i 
"We never shall be permitted by Britain to | 


raise a formidable navy, but ina time of war. 
Of our ability to doit even during war, no one 
acquainted with the resources of the country, 
with the number and character of our seamen, 
can for a moment doubt. . By evincing a deter- 
mined resolution to bring these resources into 
action, at a time when almost every other Power 
ofthe world is making similar exertions, we shall 
do more towards bringing her Government to 
a sense of. justice towards us, and rendering an 


Tnunspay, January 23. 

| A message from the Senate informed the House 

i that the Senate have passed the bill “to empower 
the Secretary.of the Treasury to decide on the 
case of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel 
Hubbell,” with amendments, in which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 

On motion ot Mr. Quincy, the bill and amend- 

ments were committed to the Committee of Com- 

j merce and Mannfactures. 

| Mr. Macon laid before the House an act of the 


actual declaration of war unnecessary, than we | Legislature of the State of North Carolina, rati- 
should do by raising, arming and equipping half; fying and confirming an amendment proposed by 


a million of men to march against her neighbor- 
ing continental colonies. We ask for nothing but 
sheer justice; we have never furnished any evi- 
dence of a disposition to rival her power on the 
ocean. Will she then run the risk of adding one 
hundred and twenty thousand hardy enterprising 
seamen to the list of her enemies, these too in the 
neighborhood of her richest colonies, and in view 
of her most valuable commerce, rather than do us 
justice, and permit us to go in our own pursuits 
of peaceful industry? Unquestionably she will 
not, unless she hopes to be able by her blockading 
squadrons to keep them penned in our ports, as 
she has done those of her European enemies, ull 
from the want of employment they shall lose 
their skill and enterprise. If this be her object, 
and I verily believe it is, I for one am resolved to 
defeat her intentions, 


Congress to the Constitution of the United States 
‘relative to titles of nobility or honor, presents, 
| pensions, offices, or emoluments, from any foreign 
i Power. 

' On motion of Mr. Potnpexter, the Committee 
of Commerce and Manufactures were discharged 
i from the several petitions referred to them at the 
| present session, concerning the Natchez hospital ; 
land they were referred to a seleet committee. 
| Messrs. Poinpexrer, Mrrentiy, BEYBERT, 
| Onmssy, and Grunpy, were appointed the com- 
j mittee. 
| Mr. D. R. Witirame bad understood that it 
| was contemplated, in case the whole of the pres- 
tent Navy shall be ordered to be equipped and 
commissioned, to be necessary to appoint addi- 
tional officers. In order, if such a proposition 
| shall be made, to be able to meet it, he wished to 
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know what is the number at present employed. 
For this purpose he proposed the following reso- 
jution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to lay before this House a statement of the 
names, rank, pay, and rations, of the commissioned 
officers and midshipmen belonging to the Navy of the 
United States. 


STATEMENT OF EXPORTS. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement of goods, wares, and merchandise, 
exported from the United States during one year 
prior to the first day of October, 1811. 

The letter is as follows: 

Treasury Department, January 21, 1812. 

Sin: I have the honor to transmit herewith a state- 
ment of goods, wares, and merchandise, exported from 
the United States, during one year, prior to the first 
day of October, 1811, and amounting to $61,316,833. 
The goods, wares, and merchandise of 

domestic growth or manufacture, in- 

cluded in this statement, are estimated 
at - - « = = = = $45,294,043 
And those of foreign growth or manu- 


facture, at - - - -* 16,022,790 


61,316,833 


The articles of domestic growth or manufacture may 
he arranged under the following heads, viz: 


. Produce of the sea = + - - - $1,413,000 
Produce of the forest - - - - 5,286,000 
Produce of agriculture - - - 85,556,000 
Manufactures - - - - - 2,376,000 
Uncertain - - - - - - 663,000 

15,291,000 


And they were exported to the following countries, viz: 
To the dominions of Russia, Prussia, 


Sweden, and Denmark - - - $2,055,833 

¢ ‘To the dominions of Great Britain - 20,308,211 

: ‘fo the dominions of Spain and Portugal 18,266,466 

To the dominions of France and Italy - 1,194,275 
To all other countries, or not distin- 

guished - - - - - - 2,469,258 

45,294,043 


The goods, wares, and merchandise of foreign 
growth or manufacture, were exported to the follow- 
ing countries, viz : 

To the dominions of Russia, Prussia, 


Sweden, and Denmark -~ - - 5,340,117 

To the dominions of Great Britain - 1,573,344 

: To the dominions of Spain and Portugal 5,772,572 

` To the dominions of France and Italy - 1,712,537 
' To all other countries, or not distin- 

guished - - - - = + 1,624,220 


16,022,790 


Thave the honor to be, &c. 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
The Hon. Srearer of the House of Reps. 
12th Con. lst Sxss.—30 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 

The House again resolved into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill concerning the Navy; 
when, after some debate, the question was taken 
on filling the blank for the number of additional. 
frigates proposed to be built, with the number 
“ten,” which was negatived by a large majority. 

Mr. Waicurt then moved to fill the blank with 
“six2? This motion was negatived—thirty votes 
only being in favor of it. 

The question was next successively taken on 
filling the blank with “five,” “four,” and “ three,” 
and negatived—52 to 43, 51 to 44, and 49 to 45. 

Mr. Rasa said, as the gentleman (Mr. WricaT) 
had informed the Committce he had spoken for 
his own gratification, Mr. R. hoped he might be 
allowed also to gratify himself. And -be would tell 
that gentleman that he was not gratified to hear 
reflections cast upon this House, as not disposed 
to protect commerce. For what is the war in 
which we are about to engage? Isit not a war 
arising altogether from commercial difficulties ? 
But because a majority cannot be gotten to con- 
sent to build new frigates of unseasoned timber, 
they are to be charged.with being unwilling to 
protect commerce, though they have expended 
millions of dollars in our present Navy, in gua- 

| boats, fortifications, &c. and are, at length, about 
| to go to war for commerce! 

lt had always been his wish, Mr. R. said, to see 
established the principle, that free ships should 

Í make free goods. But why build more frigates ? 
If a seventy-four gun ship were to come on the 
coast, the frigates would have to shelter them- 
selves from it under the batteries. Let gentlemen 
come forward and build a ship of 130 or 150 guns, 
which would bear down anything which could 
be brought against us, and he would support it; 
but he was tired of building frigates, they were 
little better than gunboats. 

Mr. R. understood that France had it now in 
her power to send one hundred vessels of war to 
sea; but she could not get them out of her ports 
forthe superiority of the British navy; and yet 
shall we talk of buildinga navy sufficient to meet 
the British? It was his opinion, that the best 
way of protecting our commerce was to get pos- 
session of the British Provinces and keep them. 
But gentlemen say, that without a navy we shall 
never be able to make peace with England; why, 
then, said he, we will fight them to eternity. And 
he hoped gentlemen who are so very anxious for 
a navy, would permit him, and others, who do 
not think it either necessary or expedient, to en- 
joy their own opinions without censure. 

But how would this navy obtain peace for us ? 
Had the navy of Denmarkavailed them anything? 
The destruction of that navy ought to caution us 
how we build our ships for England to take or 
destroy. Mr. R. never expected to have heard 
the raggamuffin Government of St. Domingo com- 
pared with the Government of the United States, 

[Mr. Canoun denied having made any com- 


eee 


parison between the two Governments. ] 
Mr. Rura was glad he had mistaken the gen- 
tleman in this respect. 


i eaaa 
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make peace with Great Britain, at a future day, 
he would not now trouble himself about that; he 
found enough todo now to prepare for making 
the war effective; when the time came for mak- 
ing peace, it would be time enough to think 
about it. 


Mr. Bassert, after some prefatory remarks, in 
which he spoke of his exposed situation toattacks 
from any naval force which might lie on our coast, 
asked the gentleman who moved to fill the blank 
with ¢wo, to withdraw it, and he would then move 
to strike out that part of the section which relates 
to building frigates, in order to insert a provision 
for building four seventy-four gun ships. This 
was done. 


Mr. Smitre said, that he was concerned for the 
exposed situation of his friend from Virginia, 
though he hoped he had magnified the danger. 
That gentleman well knows, however, that the 
national interest ought to be the first object of 
consideration. As faras it isin the power of the 
nation to extend its protection to individuals, con- 
sistent with the public interest, it will do so. But 
he differed so entirely in opinion with the gentle- 
man ‘on this subject, that what he would consider 
as a protection, he considered no security at all. 
He knew that persons in some situations are more 
exposed than others. He had himself once lived 
on the Indian frontier; yet at that time he was 
satisfied.to bear the injuries to which he was ex- 
posed, rather than draw to that part of the coun- 
try such a part of the public force as might have 
exposed the whole country to danger. He had 
no doubt the gentleman from Virginia would act 
in the same way. 


What protection could the gentleman expect 
from four seventy-fours and ten frigates? Cer- 
tainly none. Though the gentleman from South 
Carolina still retains the notion of their being 
able to contend with a British foree—a force 
ofa thousand ships, and without an enemy on 
that element. And can it be supposed, that now, 
on the eve of a war, we can build ships to assist 
us in this contest? It cannot be done. He had 
declared himself opposed toa Naval Establishment 
for this country ; but if he were ever so warm a 
friend to it, and it was the determination of Con- 
gress to build a navy, it must necessarily be the 
work of many years of peace. 

Much had been said about the value of com- 
merce; and that no nation was ever ‘great or 
wealthy without it. Commerce, it is true, has a 
tendency to introduce wealth and luxury into the 
country, and to improve the manners of a people; 
but has never been favorable to morals—on the 
contrary, he believed it was destructive to correct 
morals. Weought not, therefore, to make sacrifices 
for it that would ruin the country; for no com- 
merce that we ever had or shall have, would sup- 
port the expense of a navy. To make compari- 
sons between the situation of this country and 
Great Britainisridiculous. There are two strong 
reasons for a fleet there, which do not exist here. 
From her insular situation, a navy is her bulwark 
and wall of defence; and it is necessary for keep- 


ing up her commerce and communication with 
her foreign colonies. 

A great objection to navies is, that wherever 
they exist they are sure to produce a heavy na- 
tional debt, which is even more dangerous to lib-’ 
erty, than either fleets or armies. 

The motion was negatived, 54 to 39. 

Mr. Cueves moved to fill up the blanks in the 
section providing for the purchase of timber and 
other imperishable materials for ship building, 
with the sum of “two hundred thousand dollars 
annually for three years, viz: the years 1812, 1813, 
and 1814.” 

Mr. Rara considered this section as a kind of 
pledge that we will hereafter go on with this navy. 
For himself, he did not wish. to enter into any 
such engagement, and should therefore move to 
strike out the section. 

Mr. Burwext submitted to the gentleman from 
Tennessee whether he might not obtain his object 
in a different way, without striking out the ses- 
tion, by moving to strike out that part of the 
amendment which extends the appropriation be- 
yond the present year, and leave a successive Con- 
gress to appropriate money for this object, or not, 
as they may judge proper. He was clearly of 
opinion that‘if we engage in a commercial war, 
some portion of our strength ought to appear in 
vessels of war; but not to such an extent as to 
embarrass the country by large appropriations for 
this object. He should, therefore, vote against 
striking out this section; but he did not mean, 
by this vote, to pledge himself to favor, al any 
time, the establishment of a large navy. From the 
nature of our Government, some degree of naval 
force appears to be necessary; but how far it is 
proper to burden the country at this time, it be- 
comes a matter of consideration. Mr. B. saw no 
danger to be apprehended of our getting such a 
navy as would Icad us to make conquests; as it 
never could become such without the consent of 
the people; and the expense attending such an 
establishment would always prevent its growing 
too rapidly. If we were to be engaged in war 
with England, Mr. B. thought it would not be 
well to go to building ships so large as seventy- 
fours, which would require each a thousand men 
to man them ; it would be more serviceable to di- 
vide the force into smaller vessels, which would 
have a greater effect on our enemy, aud expose 
us to less risk in losing our men. 
ogized for having said more than he intended. 

Mr. Rura thanked the gentleman for his ad- 
vice; but gave reasons why he preferred his own 
motion to the one which he recommended. 

The motion for striking out the section was 
negatived, there being only 27 votes for it. 

Mr. Burwett asked for a division of the ques- 
tion, by first taking the sense of the Committee 
upon the amount of the appropriation. If carried, 
it could afterwards be decided whether it should 
be made for one, or three years. 

The first question being carried and the second 

ut— 
: Mr. Sauite objected to making the appropria - 
tion for more than one year. It was wrong to 
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suppose that all wisdom rested with them. Ano- 
ther Congress would be as capable of judging of 
the propriety of making the appropriation as the 
present. Te hoped it would be left to them. 

Mr. Curves observed, that if the appropriation 
were to be limited to one year, it would, in a great 
degree, defeat the object in view. The commit- 
tee had proposed the appropriation in this way, 
rather than to call for $600,000 at once; as it 
would enable the Department to make the neces- 
sary contracts without requiring the money to be 
immediately appropriated. 

The question on making the appropriation for 
three years was carried; there being 61 votes 
for it 

The next section relates toa dock yard. The 
Committee rose, without taking a question upon 
it, and had leave to sit again. 


Fripay, January 24. 


Mr. Gnotson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill for the relicf of Jonathan Wil- 
liams, which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on Tuesday next. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures, to whom was committed the 
bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
decide on the case of the Eljza Ann, with the 
amendments from the Senate, reported the bill, 
and recommended the adoption of the Senate’s 
amendments. The House went into a commit- 
tee on this bill; and having agreed to it, and re- 
ported their agreement to the House, the House 
took up the bill and agreed to it as amended. 
The title of the bill is amended by adding the 
words, “and the case of the ship Mary and Fran- 
cis, belonging to Nathaniel Goddard.” 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the bill concerning the 
Naval Establishment. 

Mr. Goutp.—I have hitherto, Mr. Chairman, re- 
mained silent during the interesting discussion of 
the bill on your table. I should not now rise, af- 
ter the able and eloquent arguments I have wit- 
nessed, was it not for the peculiar situation of the 
State of New York, her commercial character, 
and exposed situation, The discussion, sir, has 
involved the great national policy ofanavy, than 
which a more important subject could not be pre- 
sented to any Government, and especially to that 
of the United States. 

When gentlemen urge against the bill the sickly 
and deficient state of the Treasury, | am not 
moved; but, sir, when it is said that the time has 
not come, and probably never, will, for providing 
a Naval Establishment; when the policy ofa navy 
under any circumstances is questioned, I cannot 
dissemble; I feel concern; I am alarmed for the 
interests of the commercial States in the Union. 
I know fall well, Mr. Chairman, the inauspicious 
circumstances, under which I address many gen- 
tlemen of the Committee, with whom strong pre- 
possessions against a navy have long prevailed. 
But itis due to this great question, that the ground 


of former opinions should be reviewed, and the 
intrinsic merits of the question subjected to the 
test of sober reason, uninfluenced by pre-judgment 
or former impressions. : 

Has the Constitution of the United States left 
the question open, for Congress to adopt or reject 
the policy of a navy, or was it settled by the 
framers of the Constitution, and a moral obliga- 
tion created upon Congress to provide a navy as 
soon as the resources of the United States will 
permit ? l ” 

Gentlemen will bear in mind, in considering 
this question, that ours is not a Government of 
absolute sovereignty and general jurisdiction, but 
limited as to its objects and powers; that the ne- 
cessity of national legislation on certain subjects 
produced it, and the delegation of power by the 
States was guided solely by that necessity. If 
the exercise of a power was necessary to the Gen- 
eral Government it was given; if not necessary, 
it was retained by the States. Is not this, sir, the 
fair and just prineiple that governed the Con- 
vention in the delegation of power to the General 
Government? If so, then, sir, I do confidently 
insist, that the policy of a navy is decided by the 
Constitution—that the Convention in giving to 
this Government the “ power to provide and main- 
tain a navy,” did decide that power to be necessary, 
and intend it should be exercised for the protec- 
tion of the commeree and defence of the United 
t States. What, sir! was the power to provide a 

navy taken from the States asa deadly poison, 
to be here destroyed ; or, like edged tools, wrested 
from the hands of children, to be laid up here out 
of harm’s way? Is this power so vested in Con- 
gress to be preserved like the consecrated gold in 
the temple, to be seen only by the high priest, but 
touched by no mortal? Isit to remain here dor- 
mant, never to be called into action ? 

What adds greatly to my construction is, that 
this power is not only given to the United States 
but taken away or denied to the States; it never 
cau be believed, that the commercial States would 
have surrendered up this appropriate power of 
protection by a navy, together with a rich impost 
revenue, except upon the fullest confidence and 

| clear conviction that the Constitution imposed on 
| Congress the obligation to furnish to commerce 
naval protection. 

At the period of the Constitution, commerce 
was important to the United States; it may be 
considered among the great objects of the Consti- 
tution; but every revolving year down to thisday 
has increased that importance in unfolding new 
and extensive commercial benefits ; so important 
have the interests of commerce become at this 
time, that the present war, which has spread over 
the most of the European theatre, may be con- 
sidered a war of commerce. Can any man, in 
his sober senses, believe that the commercial por- 
tions of the Union will consent to abandon this 
treasure ? : 

It is said “the time has not come for a navy.” 
What further dangers, what new scenes of trial 
are now reserved for suffering humanity? Have 
we not seen in our days an epitome of centuries 
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for all that is great and audacious in human power, 
for all that is flagitious in its abuse? Have 
we not seen nations crushed like the poor beetle 
beneath the giant tread of this modern Attila of 
France? Neutral rights! they are known only 
in their violation. Ifthe time has not yet come 
for preparation, it may be justly said that it never 


l been able to obtain, it would seem as if our trade to the 
Mediterranean, without a protecting force, will always 

| be insecure, and our citizens exposed to the calamities 
; from which numbers of them have but just been relieved. 
“These considerations invite the United States to 
look to the means and to set about the gradual creation 
| ofa navy. The increasing progress of their navigation 
| promises them, at no distant period, the requisite sup- 


will come, : i ply of seamen; and their means, in other respects; 
But it is objected, that “our efforts would be | ete the undertaking. It is an ie uradenient lke. 
nugatory,” as we cannot meet that Power, which | wise, that their particular situation will give weight 
has obtained superiority on the ocean, ship to ship : and influence to a moderate naval force in their hands. 
and man to man. What, sir, is the tendency of | Will it not then be advisable to begin without delay, 
this objection? What the consequence of this | to provide and lay up the materials for building and 
logic, but to disarm and expose naked all the mi- | equipping ships of war, and to proceed in that work by 
nor or secondary Powers of the world? To in- ; degrees, in proportion as our resources shall render it 
vite them to retreat altogether from the ocean, or | practicable without inconvenience; so that a future 
yield themselves up as unresisting victims to in- | war of Europe may not find our commerce in the same 
justice and rapine? Consequences which no en- | unprotected state, in which it was found by the present,” 
lightened man can fail to see; no virtuous man This great and good man, who knew how to 
but to deplore; no brave man without an impulse i preserve what he had so gallantly contributed to 
to draw his sword. acquire, could not retire from the councils of his 
‘When the Athenian State had obtained a decided | country, withouta parting lesson on this interest- 
superiority at sea, among the Grecian States, as | ing subject, which he has thus placed on record 
well in the number of her ships as in the skill of | for the benefit of his countrymen. 
her seamen, the minor powers of the Peloponnesus, | Tt is much to be lamented, that advice from so 
instead of yiclding themselves up to despair, to; high, so pure and unsuspicious a source, shonld 
such counsels as are now urged upon us, united : have lost its influence on those who wield the 
their little fleets and boldly advanced to the con- | destinies of the country. This enlightened states- 
flict on the ocean; they nobly persevered till | man had not formed that strange opinion, that if 
Athens was humbled in the dust. To draw nearer | we could not equal the greatest Power on the 
to our own times, let gentlemen turn their eyes ! occan, therefore we should retire and yield to the 
to Europe, aud there behold the Government of ; least; to become a prey to every petty Power 
France, after a series of defeats and disasters at , that could send a corsair to sca. 
sea, ending in almost annihilation of their fleet, It is further objected, that commerce is not 
yet persevering in the unshaken policy ofa navy, | worth the expense of protection. At prosperous 
and firmly resolving to restore it on the ocean. j periods, the annual export trade of the United 
Js the Emporer of France also blind to policy, to | States may be estimated at seventy millions of 
the true instruments of his power? He hasgiven | dollars ; an average of the last nine years, exclud- 
too many fatal proofs of his skill for us not to ac- | ing the present year, is $72,469,000; this includes 
knowledge, that no man living better compre- | both domestic and foreign articles. The export 
hends the means necessary to compass his ends. | of domestic articles only for the year ending in 
Shall the United States, with a situation so much | October last is $45,000,000. The benefits of a 
more advantageous, with seamen so much supe- | free commerce to the husbandman are incalcula- 
rior, abandon the-ocean, and give in to this blind | ble; a favorable market for his surplus produce, 
and ruinous policy ? Zi, | a reward for the toils of the field, by stimulating 
The opinion of the late President Jefferson has lindustry, greatly increases the products of the 
been read from his Notes on Virginia; an opinion , country, and adds to the valuation or intrinsic 
formed in his closet, at an auspicious period, be- | wealth of the State; the augmented amount of 
fore he plunged into that scene of party turmoil | the product becomes so much clear profit. Al- 
and confusion that followed. | though particular articles have, tbe last year, found 
I now present you the official communication | a favorable market, yet the general market is bad ; 
of President Wasuincron, on the subject ofa i the country languishes, and the farmer sickens 
navy, from his speech at the commencement of | at the past, and sighs for the return of the former 
the session of the fourth Congress: i rich and joyous tide of free commerce. No man 
: who is not blind to the best interests of his country 


“ i rnal commerce, the protection of j A : 
To ae ensable This is Seite with jean fail to see the importance of commerce, and 
ee è spors à ‘the necessity of protecting it. 


regard to wars in which a State is itself a party. But, ; 


besides this, it is in our own experience, that the most 
sincere neutrality is not a sufficient guard against the 
depredations of nations at war. To secure respect to a 


neutral flag requires a naval force, organized and ready to | 


vindicate it from insult or aggression. This may even 
prevent the necessity of going lo war, by discouraging 
belligerent Powers from committing such violations of 
the rights of a neutral party, as may, first or last, leave 
no other option. From the best information I have 


į It has been alleged, that the balance of trade. 
es Great Britain, is against the United States. 
I know, sir, very well the difficulties attending 
the investigation of what is termed the “balance 
‘of trade ;” but there are palpable errors in the 
‘usual calculations on this subject. An estimate 
| of exports is made at our custom-houses by a valu- 
lation of the article when shipped. Now it ts 
obvious, on a moment’s reflection, that the value 


fe 
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of the export to us is in the price at which it issuld | out end. Is there anything more dear to the - 
in Great Britain; this is what we receive from | heart of the sailor, than the sailor’s life? the 
Great Britain, and it frequeatly exceeds the val-| charm continues till death. Why should there 
uation at our custom-house twenty-five or thirty | be more difficulty in procuring a -sailor than 
per cent. The great error lies in not bringing | a soldier? Will not the same bounties avail ? 
into the account freight, insurance, &c., which is} WAsRINGTON, in recommending a navy, did not 
the fruit of American industry ; our- ships are from | discover this obstacle. “ Seamen will prefer to 
our own forests, and are navigated by American | engage on board privateer ships,” it is said; how 
hands. On imports, freight or an equivalent per | can this be? Does not the sailor (in public ves- 
centage is. I understand, added to the invoice, or sels) receive wages in addition to prize money ? 
contract price, at the custom-house, to show the No, Mr. Chairman; such suggestions, such imag- 
amount imported, as though freight was always inary obstacles, ingeniously multipled in every 
aid to a British ship owner; whereas the origi- | stage of the debate, at every step in our progress, 
nal cost of the article imported should be only re- | will not, they ought not to avail. The Consti- 
garded in stating the account of imports. My tution has pledged the Government to the protec- 
remarks are confined to trade in American bot- | tion of commerce; the best interests of the country 
toms. The fair result will. I am persuaded, prove, | require it; the injustice of foreign nations, the daily 
that our trade with Great Britain is advantageous | violation of the American flag, demand it; and 
to the country, having a due regard, at all times, | the present eventful period, so big with danger, 
as we ought, to check the importation of such | so strongly marked for a subversion of all that 
articles as our own manufactures can supply on | has been held sacred in the laws of nations, ad- 
good terms. To the arts of peace and the great | monishes us of our-duty, and proclaims aloud that 
interests of free government, commerce in all|the time has come, when the Constitutional 
ages and states has proved eminently favorable, | power given to this Government to:provide a 
and in this view comes strongly recommended to | navy, should be effectually exerted. $ 
the freemen of the United States. The blank-in the section for providing a dock- 
It is further alleged, that “the country does| yard, was filled with one hundred thousand dol- 
not possess the pecuniary resources for a navy.” | tars. 
This Government has received from commerce| Mr. Rara moved so to amend the bill as to fix 
alone, in duties, the enormous. suin of $191,291,- the dock yard in the navy yard at Washington 
734, from its commencement, including the Sec- City; but this motion was negatived by a large 
retary’s estimate for the year just ended. A Gov- | majority. | 
ernment, with such a revenue, cannot be without On motion of Mr. Creves, the words “ central 
resources in credit at least. For this liberal con- | and,” were struck out, so as to leave the site of 
tribution of commerce, protection is justly due. the dock yard to be determined by the Executive. 
A reasonable portion of the above amount ought! The Committee, having gone through the bill, 
io be considered as placed in a strong box, sacred | rose and reported it to the House with the amend- 
to the protection of the commerce of the country. | ments. ` The House took up the bill, and, on the 
Ifit has been withdrawn for any other purpose; it | question of filling up the blank for repairing the 
ought now, in this day of peril on the sea, to be | vessels on hand with “four hundred and eighty 
restored. To refuse this protection, is to do in- | thousand dollars,” it was carried—yeas 90, nays 
justice to the interests of the country}; to under- | 23, as follows: 
mine the Federal compact and sap the foundation | y,,s—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
of the Union. Standing up on the high ground | venson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, Burwell 
of the Constitution, the commercial States, Op- | Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, Wm. Blackledge, Harmanus 
pressed in every sea, and bleeding at every pore, | Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Wn. 
make this appeal for protection, and, I trust, it| A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 
will not he made in vain. The portof New York | phroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chit. 
alone has, for several years, contributed thirty-two tenden, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, 
hundredths, or nearly one third, of the whole im- William Crawford, John Davenport, junior, Roger Da- 
port revenue of the United States; this sum, | vis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
about forty-five millions in the whole, would have | Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, James Fisk, 
enabled that State alone to build a navy greatly | Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah 
exceeding all the United States have done on the $ Green, Felix Grundy, John A. Harper, Aylett 
subject. You ought not ‘to muzzle the mouth | y pia Jacob Pulty, toan D Hyneman, Richard 
of the ox that treadeth out the corn;” you ought | 489650% June. meno M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
not to afford to any State cause of regret for hav- William R. King, Lyman Law, Peter Little, Robert 
: ae 2 Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, George C. 
ing entered the league. ae Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Alex- 
Great additions to the Navy at this time are} ander McKim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jan 
not asked. The policy of the Government, in Fe- | Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
lation to commercial protection, should be dis-| Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Ste- 
tinctly declared, and a reasonable portion of the | phen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Isruel Pickens, Timo- 
public revenue appropriated for that purpose. | thy Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, junior, Benjamin 
New and increasing obstacles are thrown in| Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, 
the way. It is said “we cannot man a navy.” 


William M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, John 
Assertions and pretexts may be multiplied with- į Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
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Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Dan- | time ago, calling upon the President of the Uni- 
iel Sheffey, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Stur- ' ted States for information respecting Indian 
ges, Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, agents in the Indiana and Illinois Territories, 
Charles Turner, junior, Laban Wheaton, Leonard | touching certain treaties and purchases of lands. 
White, Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Agreed to. 
Wright. a , ; Mr. ConpırT said, that by a report of the Comp- 
Nars—William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert | troller of the Treasury, made As the 8th of No 
Brown, James Cochran, Meshack Franklin, Edwin | yember last, there appeared to be a large amount 


Gray, Bolling Hall, Abner Lacock, Aaron Lyle, Na- ! a : aE 
thanicl Macon, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, Wm. of punkie ar Aue from public gner He 
Piper, William Rodman, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel : thought some e Iclent measures oug t to be taken 
Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Richard Stanford, i to obtain porine p these arrears. He, there- 
William Strong, Robert Whitehill, and David R. | fore, offered the following resolution: 

Williams. | Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 


i : ONERA i Á 
: : | be directed to inquire into the causes of the suspen- 
The question was next put upon agreeing to |; A p 

í a t osses 
the report of the Committee to strike out the [elon of payment and losses which have accrued from 


er : > the defalcation of public officers, and report to this 
second section of the y bil, which contemplated |! House what alterations or amendments are necessary 
the building of new frigates; when 


i . iin the laws for the collection of the revenue, in order: 
Mr. Wittiams rose and spoke at considerable | to secure the prompt payment of its officers in future. 


length. He said the time was very inauspicious | : : 
E an unicrating of such rego |p Ate" 2 few expanaiery cherraions from Mf 
tude as the building a navy, which could be of | ond Means,) from which it appeared that the at- 


se i e oachi . : ; 

no use in the approaching contest. He doubued tention of the committee had already been drawn 
the policy of engaging in the business at all; for | 49 this subject, the resolution was agreed to 
navies, he said, had deceived the hopes of every į ject, È , 


vountry which had relied upon them; that we NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 
«ould never expect to be able to meet Great Brit- 
ain on the ocean; that we had fought through 
the Revolution without a- navy; for in that con- 
test, a single privateer had done more than the | 


j war whi e i ssessí g . Tyee: : 
few ships of war which were in possession of | out the second section of the bill, which provided 


the old Congress; that except we are able to) stare A 
A 7 ~. ifor the building of a number of new frigates, 
build and equip a navy equal to meet the British | being under consideration. 


et sea, we were better without one, as our ships | “yy k 
; eae oe S r. Wricut.—Mr. Speaker: Congress having 
would probably fall a prey to their superior force; provided by law a regular army, and a volunteer 


that his greatest objection against a navy was, : } 
that it cet be kept ie in time of peace a well ieia eee for oa purpose E and 
à ; E efence, and to guard our territorial frontiers, our 
Tai a eve the aula Tos a | attention is bow correctly drawn to the protec- 
e r, 4 beds 
navy as cheaper than an army, they could not ion of our commerce, our seamen, and maritime 


mean to say that if we bad a navy the army : : : 
> ; oe AY | frontiers, by the establishment of such an addi- 

> spensed with— - |i unas 

meould.be dispensed h—they could not, for in- | onal naval force as our resources may enable us, 


wtance, take possession of Canada by a navy; without inconvenience to the people, commensu- 
that the building of a navy would burden the A À peoples, > 
irate to the object, as nearly as possible, and de- 


people with oppressive taxes ; that such an estab- ENA P ; 

lishment would serve only to increase Executive eee RA the enini ane ae pub ee rae 

patronage; that with respect to commerce, the ! Hyn di aed ae aa E tet rae ject, hical 
eople were willing to give it all the protection | objec to: discover any 'sympioms: oe cele are 


in their power, but they could not provide a navy objections to the bill; and I am prompted by the: 


for that purpose i occasion to remind gentlemen in this House of 


j : 
: the Valedictory Address—the official legacy—of 

Mr. Cueves spoke at some length in reply to Peale Washi 2 
Mr. WILLIAMS. ! the immortal Washington, to the American peo- 


l i ; i 
k í woe r -._ | ple, “not to suffer themselves to be influenced by 
cine ce by Mr. Wir- i; any geographical considerations, which would 
g i ‘set in array one section of the Union against 
` a i‘ another; that the union of these States was the 
SATURDAY, January 25. |* sheet anchor of our hope, andits permanence the 
Mr. Borwe.t moved that the report of the |‘ best security of the liberties of the whole.” 
Secretary of War, in conformity toa resolution | Sir, I consider the American people one great 
which he, some time ago, presented to the House, | family, united by the social compact. by which 
in relation to Indian affairs, be referred toa select | the interest of every section of the Union is to 
eommittee.—Agreed to. | be guarded by the equal energies of the Govern- 
_ Mr. Davin R. WıtLrams gave notice that he | 
should, the first opportunity which he could get, | that family, bound by an equal affection to every 
call up the bill for classifying and arming the ! member of it, to protect its various, distant, and 
militia of the United States. discordant interests with parental care, and to 
Mr. Jennica called up for consideration a res- | dispense its justice, its favors, and its bounties, 
olution, which he had laid upon the table some | with an even hand. 


The House then took up the order of the day, 
which was the bill concerning the Naval Estab- 
lishment: The question on agreeing to the re- 


l 


port of the Committee of the Whole to strike“ 


ment; and I consider Congress as the father of 


wo 


Se ee 


wre 


Ezg 
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Sir, every member of this honorable body is 
the representative of the whole American people, 
and by the great charter, which was surely a 
measure of compromise, intended to unite the 
American people, and by that union to give 
strength, and by its organization protection; by 
the application of its united energies, to secure 
every interest of every portion of the great Amer- 
ican empire. 

I cannot, from my own feelings upon the occa- 
sion, and the recollection of the commission by 
which we are appointed to act, for the common 
defence and general welfare of the whole, suffer 
myself to believe that any honorable member 
will suffer himself to be influenced by any other 
than his best judgment how and in what man- 
ner that general welfare will be best promoted, 
notwithstanding the violent geographical symp- 
ioms that have manifested themselves in this 
case. 

1, for my part, should blush if I was influenced 
by any other motives, nor will I ascribe to others 
that of which I for myself should be ashamed. 

Sir, it will be recollected with what prompt- 


| to the force proposed. Therefore, from a persua- 
{sion that the ten 38-gun frigates cannot be car- 
| ried, as well as from a spirit of accommodation, 
I propose to fill the blank with six 32-gun frig-. 
ates, which I confidently hope will obtain. The 
expense of building six 32-gun frigates, by the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, is $768,000, 
and the annual expense of supporting them 
| $512,000 
Sir, having stated the force and the expense of 
| establishing and maintaining it, I will now state 
the resources of the nation, out of which it is to 
j be established and supported. The public lands 
of the United States are six hundred millions of 
| acres, which are now sold at not less than two 
‘ dollars per acre, making twelve hundred millions 
| of dollars, the annual interest of which is, at six 
| per cent., seventy-two millions of dollars; and 
| these lands must increase in value in a ratio pro- 
portioned to their demand and reduced quantity. 
Sir, their demand is increasing every day by the 
emigration of our own citizens to them, and by 
their invitation to foreigners, who are crowding 
| into this asylum of liberty, flying from the perse- 


ness this House lately acted in providing six com- | cutions of the Old World, as appears by the late 
panies of rangers to patrol the territorial frontiers | census ; and, as the quantity shall be reduced, 
of the West, to guard the children of the woods | Congress, as the guardians of the public purse, 
on that frontier from the savage scalping knife; I | will assuredly increase and graduate the price by 


with pleasure beheld its electric transit through 
the House, and I hope it will not be forgotten by 
gentlemen of that quarter when they are called 
on to protect the maritime frontiers on the South 
and the Kast, although against a civilized yet not 
less savage foe. 

I hope gentlemen will also recollect the chain 
of redoubts on our territorial frontiers, and that 
the soldiers of our peace establishment are sta- 
tioned there for their protection. 

I trust the recollection of these things will 
have the desired effect, and that this honorable 
body will feel not only its justice and equanim- 


ity, but its maguanimity enlisted, in providing ; 


such an additional naval force, as will not only 
protect commeree, that in which we are all in- 
terested, but effectually protect our maritime fron- 
tiers, in which the inhabitants of the seaboard 
and bays are more immediately interested. 

Sir, in order to present to the House distinctly 
my views of the naval foree, I wish at this time 
to add to our present navy the exact amount of 
the expenses of its establishment, and the annual 
expense to support it, as well as the resources of 
the nation out of which it is to be established 
and supported, and the extent of the commerce 
to be hereby protected—I must beg their indul- 
gence while I deal a little in official detail, and 
show them the force intended ; the expense to be 
incurred; the funds out of which it is to be ef- 
fected, and the commerce to be thereby protected. 
But, before I proceed, permit me to remark, that 
the force I shall propose is limited by discovering 
an indisposition in some gentleman to vote for 
the ten 38-gun frigates, from an apprehension of 
our inability at this time to meet the expense, 
and in others, from an implacable aversion toany 
navy at all, and not from any objection I have 


| the demand. Sir, the net revenue on impost 
land tonnage has exceeded fifteen millions of dol- 
i lars per year. Our exports in one year of pros- 
| perity have exceeded one hundred and seven 
i millions of dollars, and our imports have exceeded 
seventy-five millions of dollars. Our registered 
j tonnage employed in foreiga commerce is 984,- 
| 269 tons, besides that employed in the coasting 
| trade, and in the small waters of the United 
| States. 
Sir, can it be possible that any gentleman uot 
i averse to a navy, or not devoted to the Chinese 
policy, after this view of the expense of building 
and maintaining six thirty-two-gun frigates, and 
this statement of the resources of the nation, the 
immense amount of our exports and imports, and 
‘the great amount of our tonnage, can. ‘have a 
doubt of our means, or of the expediency" of pro- 
| teeting so important an interest? { trust they 
| will not; and that they will grant this addi- 
: tional force to shield us in a point so vulnerable, 
| and to protect interests so important. I will re- 
| mind gentlemen that every article necessary for 
i the building these frigates is the product of this 
country, already almost entirely supplied, aud 
that by our own citizens; that the workmen to 
‘be employed in building these ships are our own 
citizens; that the officers and men that will com- 
| mand, navigate, and fight them, will be members 
| of this great family, who will be employed as a 
corps of sentinels to guard our commerce and 
maritime frontiers; that not a cent will be paid 
for their establishment or maintenance but to our 
own citizens: so that every farthing that is taken 
out of the purse of the nation for this important 
purpose will go into the pocket of some of the 
family, who will be benefited in the proportion 
that the nation is taxcd and protected. 
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Sir, some gentlemen seem alarmed at the ex- 
pense of the expected war, and urge that as a 
pretext against voting for a navy. To them I 
say, if that is really their objection, that the un- 
granted lands in Canada, with the duties on im- 
post and tonnage, when conquered, will amply 
pay us for all the expense of liberating that peo- 
ple from despotism, and adding those provinces 
to the United States as members of the Union. 
Should they oppose it, it, will be with reluctance. 
or for fear we should not succeed; or, that if we 
did, we should restore them back again to Great 
Britain at the end of the war. . 

Sir, the losses we have sustained by captures 
made at sea, invited by our naval weakness, are 
immense. At the time of our treaty with France, 
in 1800, our losses by captures by her cruisers 
were estimated at twenty-four millions of dol- 
lars; and although by the sccond article of that 
treaty France proposed to make these captures, 
and the claims of France against the United 
States, the subject of future negotiation, the Sen- 
ate at thal time rejected that article, and forced. 
on Mr. J. Adams the ratification of that treaty 
without it; he declaring at the time that he had 
rather ratify the treaty with it; and we know 
that the loss of this twenty-four millions of dol- 
lars was charged on Mr. Jefferson’s Administra- 
tion; although the treaty was ratified by the 
Senate in the time of Mr. Adams, and in the 
manner I have stated. The Senate alleged that 
it was to getrid of the guarantee of the posses- 
sions of France in the West Indies; although it 
reciprocally bound France to the guarantee of 
the possessions of the United States in America, 
and was made at the eventful crisis of the Rev- 
olution, in 1778. 

Sir, I always suspect its rejection was intended 
to loosen the bands that connected the United 
States with France, more closely to connect us 
with Great Britain; although France had been 
the first foreign nation to acknowledge our inde- 
pendence, and by treaty to guarantee to us as a 
nation all the possessions of the United States in 
America, so far as it conld be effected by the co- 
operation of her navy and army; so that, in fact, 
I conceive the loss of this twenty-four millions of 
dollars a sacrifice of the commercial interests of 
this country at the shrine of Great Britain. 

Sir, the spoliations by Great Britain and France 
under their Orders in Council and decrees, ad- 
mitted by both nations to be a violation of our 
neutral rights, have subjected the United States 
to incalculable losses; one hundred millions of 
dollars would not pay us for the obstructions and 
spoliations on our legitimate neutral commerce ; 
and although Frauce has so modified her Berlin 
and Milan decrees that they have ceased to vio- 
late our neutral commerce, yet she has but com- 
muted them for municipal restrictions truly op- 
pressive, and we are yet left to hope she will 
make compensation for these spoliations ; while 
on the other hand Great Britain, notwithstanding 
her repeated asseverations, that when France 
should revoke her decrees violating our neutral 
commerce, that she would revoke her Orders in 
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Council; yet, sir, we are not left to hope that she 
will comply with her assurances, however offi- 
cially and repeatedly made; but, on the contrary, 
she has multiplied her aggressions, and added 
new insults to repeated injuries. 

Sir, it is impossible that the American people 
can or will submit to such a state of things, or 
that their Representatives can, as sych, feel an 
indisposition to prepare a force to redress it, such 
as the resources of the nation will justify to be 
applied to that purpose. : 

Sir, this high-minded, magnanimous people, 
whose claims are just, and whose spirit and ex- 
pectations are alive to avenge their wrongs, must 
and will be gratified in placing the nation in an 
attitude and in an armor to suit the crisis; they 
will applaud their Representatives for preparing 
a navy to arrest the lawless career of the pirates 
of the ocean, to retaliate by reprisals on their 
commerce and seamen—on the element of our 
wrongs. : 

Sir, the United States are insular in their situ- 
ation in relation to Europe, Asia, and Africa, as 
well as to the West Indies, and indeed their 
coasting trade and commerce with South Amer- 
ica makes a naval force ail important for its 
protection ; while the commerce of Europe to 
the West Indies and to South America is peculi- 
arly exposed in its passage along our widely-ex- 
tended seaboard, whereby she may be greatly 
distressed without our leaving our own coast. 

Sir, we are told of her immense naval strength, 
and of the impracticability of our fighting her 
ships-of-the-line. Sir, it is her frigates and lighter 
ships of war we intend to fight, and ber mer- 
chantmen we intend to capture. It is not her 
line of battle ships that capture our merchant- 
men; it is her frigates, sloops of war, letters of 
marque, and privateers. She has enough for her 
ships-of-the-line to do nearer home. 

We are informed by the official reports of the 
French nation that an immense navy is prepar- 
ing in France, and that in 1813 it will be ready. 
and equal to that of Great Britain. We shall 
then have nothing to fear from her line of battle 
ships; she will never send them here, and leave 
herself exposed to so awful and powerful an 
enemy at home. I hope the ocean will swarm 
with our frigates, sloops of war, letters of marque, 
and privateers, and that the war on commerce 
shall no longer be carried on only on one side, 
but that the nation and the people will unite in 
the majesty of their strength, and with an indig- 
nation graduated by their wrongs, so long and so 
unmeritedly inflicted. 

Sir, the adoption of this bill is due to distribu- 
tive justice, it is due to the best interests of the 
nation, it is due to the expectations of the Ameri- 
ean people, and it is peculiarly, in my opinion, 
duc to ourselves. 

It has been said that these frigates will be 
taken as soon as they go out. There can be no 
necessity of their being exposed to fight ships-of- 
the-line. Great Britain, in the neighborhood of 
France, with her mighty navy, has not been able, 
to arrest the spoliations by French frigates, who 
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capture and destroy her commerce to an immense 
amount, nor do we hear of the capture of French 
frigates by British ships-of-the-line. I hope these 
gentlemen will banish their groundless conject- 
ures, nor suffer the energies of the nation to be 
paralyzed by such anti-national feclings, but will 


join cordially in a measure so ‘intimately con- 


nected with the protection of your commerce, 
your seamen, and your national honor, 

I hope they will recollect the loss the nation 
endured by one year’sembargo. Fifteen millions 
of net revenue òn imports, besides the advantage 
of the exportation of upwards of an hundred 
millions of dollars, the surplus produets of the 
labor, the industry, aud enterprise of this coun- 
iy; and I ask if this was not imposed on the 
nation because of our naval imbecility and ina- 
bility to protect our commerce; and shall we not 
profit by this lesson of fatal experience 2 

Sir, I ask gentlemen, if they ever heard of even 
a baggage wagon going without a guard in the 
neighborhood of an enemy! and shall we expose 
our immense commerce and our seamen on the 
great highway of nations, swarming with pirates, 
without a guard, upon the plea of poverty, which 
this view of our resources will induce every candid 
man to overrule? Sir, our Saviour advised his 
apostles to sell their cloaks to buy swords to protect 
them against robbers when journeying through the 
wilderness; and shall we, in the full tide of our 
prosperity, with such immense resources, refuse to 
supply this small naval armament to guard us 
through the great highway of nations, infested 
with sea-robbers? No, sir; this House has justly 
and liberally provided an army to proteét our ter- 
nitorial frontiers and to avenge our wrongs, and 
I confidently hope will provide this additional 
naval force for the protection of our commerce, 
our seamen, and our maritime frontiers. 

Mr. Speaker, having presented my view of the 
projected force, the expense of establishing and 
maintaining it, the resources of the nation, and 
the important interests to be protected and secured 
by this additional naval armament, I must beg the 
further indulgence of the. House while I make a 


short reply to some of the prominent remarks of 


the honorable member from South Carolina (Mr. 
D. R. Wittiams,) and this, sir, I shall do with 
the most profound respect for that gentleman. I 
sincerely regret to find him enrolled with the 
opponents to the navy, after his distinguishing 
himself so highly by his excellent speech in favor 
of the army, so congenial with the feelings of the 
nation aud my own. 

Sir, is it not a little extraordinary, that this 
genueman should be opposed to this little addi- 
lion to the navy, for fear it might be misapplied, 
tw endanger the liberties of the people, when he, 
with a fervor peculiarly his own, at the same time 
wished to be armed with the red lightning, with 
which he told us he would drive the fast-anchored 
British isle from her moorings, and in a feverish 
manner threatened to make havoc on both sides 
of the British Channel? I must enter my protest 
against his being armed with this power. Iam 
satisfied that it should remain where it is, and 


where we know it will not be abused. Sir, lie has 
told us that the United States were boru without 
a navy, that there was no navy in the Revolution, 
and that without a navy we had attained our pre- 
sent bigh rank among the nations of the earth. 

That the United States were conceived with- 
outa navy I admit, but that they labored under 
the want of a navy at the commencement of the 
Revolution I insist, or General Gage and his sav- 
age army would never have escaped from Boston, 
the cradle of the Revolution; but the hardy, Her- 
culean sons of New England would have made 
them pay for their temerity, and by their extirpa- 
tion have made them expiate every drop of blood 
shed at Lexington and Bunker’s Hill. 

Bat, sir, it will ever be gratefully recollected 
by the patriots of the Revolution, that the.-cap- 
ture of Cornwallis’s army at York town, by the 
united arms of France and America, put a glori- 
ous period to the war of the Revolution, and gave 
birth to the empire of America; and that this 
great achievement was accomplished by the co- 
operation of the navy of. France, then our mag- 
nanimous ally, that “wonderful people,” whom 
the enemies of the Revolution will therefore never 
orgive. 

He tells us, England alone has been benefited 
by anavy. I will admit, that even her existence 
has been preserved by her navy; but I must in- 
sist, at the same time, that we have been nearly 
ruined for the want of one. 

He asks, if the President has been able with 
our present navy and gunboats to prevent the 
British from blockading up our ports and harbors? 
Tin reply say, no, sir, the President has not. And 
why has he not? Because he had not the power 
by law, nor the inclination, without it, to break the 
peace of that nation, I,in my turn, ask that gen- 
tleman, whether the President has not (since 
Great Britain was by law interdicted the ports 
and harbors of the United States) effectually pre- 
vented it by his proclamatiun, and by our frigates 
and gunboats? We all recollect the recent case 
of a British frigate anchoring in Hampton Roads, 
whose commander, hearing of a meditated attack 
by the gunboats at Norfolk, cut her cables in the 
night and run away to sea to avoid the conflict, 
although these gunboats are so frequently libelled 
on this floor, ; . 

This gentleman, not content with opposing this 
additional naval armament, has also attacked the 
little navy we have. He has told us “ the system 
is rotten to the core,” that the navy accounts are 
always incorrect, and that they are made out so 
that the expense of the repairs to the respective 
vessels in the navy yard, “ under the nose of the 
Government,” cannot be distinguished from each 
other. Sir, if that subject is examined with can- 
dor, it will be found to arise from the promiscu- 
ous use of the materials provided at the navy 
yard, where several vessels are repairing at the 
same time, and that the whole amount of the 
whole repairs are correctly stated; and that it 
would be next to impracticable to distinguish 
where the timber, plank, spikes, oakum, and paint, 
were promiscuously used, to which vessel it was 
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army. 

Sir, we are told, that the British have taken 
‘and destroyed a great number of the French 
ships-of-the-line, and that they will certainly de- 
stroy our little navy ; “that our naval officers had 
taken the oath of blood,” and would suffer them- 
selves to be sunk before they would strike their 
colors, That the British have captured and de- 
stroyed many of the French ships-of-the-line ia 
battle, by their superior force, I readily admit, hut 


that they had paid dearly for it, candor must al- ` 


low. The light ships, sloops of war, and priva- 
teers of France, however, have greatly distressed 
the British commerce by captures to an immense 
amount, and yet Great Britain, although in sight 
of her, had not been able to prevent it, although 
France had scarcely a ship-of-the-line upon the 
ocean ; so that, by examining the naval history of 
France and England, we are rather encouraged to 
provide this force; and I hope we shall vote for 
this bill, although we have been told, (though not 
by the gentleman from Sonth Carolina) that 
“ England is fighting the battles of the world,” as 
we well know she is plundering the commerce of 
the greater part of it. 

Sir, that our naval officers have distinguished 


I have never heard before of any difficulty in 
manning our frigates in times of peace; and Fam 
very confident that in time of war, when the valor 
and patriotism of our seamen was in requisition, 

jand the rich prize harvest was before them, there 
would be less difficulty. 

Although Ishould join in protesting against the 
impressment of American seamen, which is a par- 
tial official demarkation of particular persons, by 
the capricious selection of the officer; yet, sir, I 
can see no principle of discrimination between a 

' fair draught of seamen, to defend their country on 
| their element, the water, and of militiamen to 
defend their country on the land; though, hope, 
the patriotism of the sons of America will never 
make a draught in either case necessary. 

Although, sir, this gentleman has so powerfully 
opposed this proposed additional force, I think if 
his arguments are fairly examined, the United 
States cannot sustain any material loss by its 
adoption, or he has expressed a very unkind dis- 
position to the citizens of the United States, in 
their individual capacities, whose interest he af- 
fects so sedulously to protect in their national 
character. 

He has told us, “ that the letters of marque and 
privateers of the citizens of the United States will 

ea the British commerce; he will trust to 


them.” What, sir. does he wish that national 


themselves, is proudly admitted by us all, and that į wrongs should be redressed by individual enter- 
to secure the restoration of American impressed j prise, without lending the litle aid contemplated ? 
seamen by reprisals on British subjects, and their! Sir, if private citizens can make a profit by fit- 


exchange for our citizens groaning in bondage, 
would gladden the heart of every honest tar, as well 
as every real American, I hope shortly to see real- 
ized. Our naval officers, for so noble a purpose, 
would uobly fulfil their “oath of blood,” an oath 
taken by every officer of the army and navy when 
he takes his commission. “Blood for blood,” is 
an injunction of our holy religion ; itis therefore a 
christian duty. I recollect, about the commence 
ment of the war of the Revolution, reading a ser- 
mon preached in Virginia, I think by a Mr. Davis, 
to a body of troops just marching against the In- 
dians, who had been imbruing their hands in the 


ling out privateers, by the amount of their prizes, 
will not the frigates contemplated, fitted out by 
ithe nation, be as likely to succeed? Can the 
| United States, when the timber is prepared and 


the ordnance ready, feel greater difficulties than 
i 


the individual, who will be obliged to provide 
every materialafor the special occasion, and which 
will be no longer useful to him ? 

Sir, the gentleman has demonstrated, that the 
voting these frigates must be expedient, or that he 
wished to involve private adventurers ın an ua- 
profitable enterprise, to promote the publie good. 
His official zea! to preserve the treasure of his 
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tween the adoption of the principle of a system- 
countrymen. He, sir, in his conclusion made an | atic maintenance of.our maritime rights, by mar- 
unfortunate remark, that we have “a noble foe,” | itime means, and relief from our present national 
to contend with, and ought to act with pecu- | embarrassments. aoe - 
liar caution. “A noble foc,” Mr. Speaker! Ifthe | L confess to you, Mr. Speaker, I never can look— 
most flagrant violation of our neutral commerce, | indeed, in my opinion, no American statesman 
by its indiscriminate plunder, be “noble ;” if the | ought ever to look—on any question touching the 
most unhallowed, piratical practice of impressing | vital interests of this nation, or of any of its com- 
native American seamen be “noble ;” if the com- | ponent parts, without keeping at-all times in dis- 
pelling impressed native American seamen to shed | tinct view the nature of our political association, 
the blood of their country, be “noble;” if mur-j and the character of the independent sovereign- 
dering and hanging American seamen in cold | ties which compose it. Among States, the only 
blood be “noble ;” if, after firing the first shot, the | sure and permanent bond of union is interest. 
fixing it on us, by the perjuries of a whole crew, | And the vital interests of States, although they 
he “noble,” they are certainly a nation of nobles. | may be sometimes obscured, can never, for a very 
But, sir, I differ most cordially with that gentle- | long time, be- misapprehended. The natural pro- 
man in their being a noble foe—1 really consider j tection which the essential interests of the great 
them a band of perjured piratical plunderers, | component parts of our political association require 
murderers, and sea-robbers, and I feel no hesita- | will be sooner or later understood by the States 
tion in declaring them an ignoble foe, whom I | concerned in those interests. Ifa protection, upon 
hope very soon to see chastised by the strong arm | system, be not provided, it is impossible that dis- 
of avenging justice. content should not result. And need I tell states- 
Mr. Quincy.—Mr. Speaker, I rise to address | men, that, when great local discontent is com- 
you, on this occasion, with no affected diffidence, | bined in those sections with great physical power, 
and with many doubts concerning the expediency | and with acknowledged portions of sovereignty, 
of taking any part in this debate. On the one | the inbred ties of nature will be too strong for the 
hand, the subject has been discussed with a zeal, | artificial tics of parchment compact. Hence it 
industry, and talent, which leave but little scope | results that the essential interests of the great com- 
for novelty, either in topic or illustration. On the | ponent parts of our association ought to be the 
other hand, arguments from this side of the House, | polar lights of all our statesmen—by them they 
in favor of this question, are received with so nat- | should guide their course. According to the bear- 
ural a jealousy, that I know not whether more | ings and variations of those lights, should the 
may not be lost than gained by so unpropitious a | statesmen of such a country adjust their policy 
support. Indeed, sir, if this subject had been dis- | always bearing in mind two assurances, as funda- 
cussed on narrow or temporary or party princi-| mental principles of action, which the nature of 
ples, I should have been silent. On such ground, | things teaches, that, although temporary circum- 
I could not condescend to debate—I could not hope | stances—party spirit, local rivalries, personal jeal- 
to inlluence. But, the scale of discussion has been | ousies, suggestions of subordinate interests—may 
enlarged and liberal—relative rather to the gen- j weaken, or even destroy, for a time, the influence 
eral system, than to the particular exigency. Injof the leading and permanent interests of any 
almost every respect, it has heen honorable to the | great section of the country, yet those interests 
House, and auspicious to the prospects of the | must ultimately and necessarily predominate, and 
nation. In such a state of feeling and sentiment, | swallow up all these local and temporary and per- 
I could not refrain from indulging the hope that | sonal and subordinate considerations; in other 
suggestions, even from so favoritea quarter, would | words, the minor interests will soon begin to real- 
be received with candor—perhaps with attention. | ize the essential connexion which exists between 
And, when I consider the deep interest which the | their prosperity and the prosperity of those great 
State from which I have the honor to be a ieep| interests which, in such sections of the country, 
resentative has, according to my apprehension, in | nature has made predominant; and that no polit- 
the event, I cannot permit the opportunity entirely | ical connexion among free States can be lasting, 
to pass, without bringing my small tribute of| or ought to be, which systematically oppresses, or 
reflection to the general stock of the House. systematically refuses to protect, the vital inter- 
The object I shall chiefly attempt to enforce, is, | ests of any of the sovereignties which compose it. 
the necessity and duty of a systematic protection | I have recurred to these general considerations, 
of our maritime rights, by maritime means. I/ to introduce and elucidate this principle, which 
would call the thoughtful and intelligent men of | is the basis of my argument, that, as it is the in- 
this House and nation to the contemplation of the | cumbent duty of every nation to protect its essen- 
essential connexion between a naval force, pro- | tial interests, so, it is the most impressive and 
portionate to the circumstances of our seacoast, | critical duty of a nation, composed of a voluntary 
the extent of our commerce, and the inherent en- | association of vast, powerful, and independent 
terprise of our people: I say, sir, would call them | States, to protect the essential interests of all its 
to the contemplation of the essential connexion | great component parts. And I add, that-this pro- 


it must be proportionate to the greatness of those 
interests, and of a nature to give content to the 
States concerned in their protection. 


perity, and existence, of our Union. In the course 
of my observations, and as a subsidiary argument, 
I shall also attempt to show the connexion be- 


i 
between such a naval foree and the safety, pros- | tection must not be formal or fictitious, but that 
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In reference to this principle, the course of my | 
reflections will be guided by two general inqui- | 


tion, which is the very end of all political associ- 
ations,and, without the attainment of which, they 
are burdens, and no blessings. But, I shall keep į 
it mainly in my purpose to establish the connex- 
ion between a naval force and commercial pros- 
perity ; and to show the nature of the necessity, 
and the degree of our capacity, to give to our mar- j 
itime rights a maritime protection. 
In contemplating the nature of the interest to 
be protected, three prominent features strike the | 
eye, and direct the course of reflection, viz: its 
locality, its greatness, and its permanency. | 
The locality of any great interest, in an associ- 
ation of States, such as compose this Union, will | 
be a circumstance of primary importance, in the 
estimation of every wise statesman. When agreat 
interest is equally diffused over the whole mass, 
it may be neglected or oppressed or even aban- 
doned, with less hazard of internal dissension. 
The equality of the pressure lightens the burden. 
The common nature of the interest removes the 
causes of jealousy. A concern, equally affecting 
the happiness of every part of the nation, it is nat- 
ural to suppose, is equally dear to all, and equally 
understood by all. Hence results acquiescence 
in any artificial or political embarrassment of it. | 
Sectional fears and suspicions, in such case, have 
no food for support, and no stimulant for activity. 
But, it is far otherwise when a great interest is, 
from its nature, either wholly, or in a very great 


proportion local. In relation to such a local inter- 
est, it is impossible that jealousies and suspicions 
should not arise, whenever it is obstructed by any 
artificial or political embarrassment ; and it is also 
impossible that they should not be, in a greater or 
less degree, just. It is true, of the wisest and the 
best and the most thoughtful of our species, that 
they are so constituted as not deeply to realize the 
importance of interests which affect them not at 
all, or very remotely. Every local circle of States, 
as well as of individuals, has a set of interests, 
in the prosperity of which, the happiness of the 
section to which they belong is identified ;—in 
relation to which interests, the hopes and the fears, | 
the reasonings and the schemes, of the inhabit- 

ants of such sections are necessarily fashioned ang | 
conducted. It is morally impossible, that those 

concerned in such sectional interests should not } 
look with some degree of jealousy on schemes , 
adopted in relation to those interests, and prose- | 
cuted by men, a majority of whom have a very | 
remote or very small stake in them. And this 

jealousy must rise to an extreme height, when the ; 


course of measures adopted, whether they have | 


relation to the management or the protection of | 
such interests, wholly coutravene the opinions and | 
the practical experience of the persons Dine | 
ately concerned in them. This course of reflec- 
tion has a tendency to illustrate this idea—that, 
as in every political association it is of primary 


importance that the great interests of each local 
section should be skilfully and honestly managed 
and protected, so, in selecting the mode and means 
of management and protection, an especial regard 
should be had to the content and rational satis- 
faction of those most deeply concerned in such 
sectional interests. ‘Theories and speculations of 
the closet, however abundant in a show of wis- 
dom, are never to be admitted to take the place 
of those principles of conduet in which experience 
has shown the prosperity and safety of such inter- 
ests to consist, Practical knowledge, and that 
sagacity which results from long attention to great 
interests, never fail to inspire a just self-confi- 
dence in relation to those interests—a confidence 
not to be browbeaten by authority, nor circum- 
vented by any general reasoning. And, in a 
national point of view, it is scarcely of more im- 
portance that the course adopted should be wise, 
than that content and rational satisfaction should 
be given. 

On this topic of locality, I shall confine myself 
to one or two very plain statements. It seems 
sufficient to observe, that commerce is, from the 
nature of things, the leading interest of more than 
one-half, and that it is the predominant interest 
of more than one-third, of the people of the Uni- 
ted States. The States north of the Potomac 
contain nearly four millions of souls; and surely 
it needs no proof to convince the most casnal ob- 
server, that the proportion which the commercial 
interest bears to the other interests of that great 
section of the Union, is such as entitles it to the 
denomination of leading interest. The States 
north of the Hudson contain nearly two and a half 
millions of souls ; and surely there is as little need 
of proof to show that the proportion the commer- 
cial interest bears to the other interests of that 
Northern section of the Union, is such as entitles 
it there to the denomination of predominating 
interest. In all the country between the Potomac 
and the Hudson the interest of commerce is so 
great, in proportion to the other interests, that its 
embarrassment clogs and weakens the euergy of 
every other description of industry. Yet, the 
agricultural and manufacturing interests of this 
section are of a nature and a magnitude, both in 
respect of the staples of the one and the objects of 
the other, as render them, in a very considerable 
degree, independent of the commercial. And, 
although they feel the effect of the obstruction of 
commerce, the feeling may be borne for a long 
lime, without much individual suffering, or any 
general distress. But, in the country north of the 
Hudson, the proportion and connexion of these 
great interests are different. Both agriculture and 
manufactures have there grown up in more inti- 
mate relation to commerce. The industry of that 
section has its shape and energy from commer- 
cial prosperity. To the construction, the supply, 
and the support of navigation, its manufactures 
havea direct or indirect reference; and it is not 
very different with its agriculture. A country di- 
vided into small farms, among a population great 
compared with its extent, requires quick circu- 
lation and casy processes in the exchange of its 
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commodities. This can only be obtained by an 
active and prosperous commerce. 

In order more clearly to apprehend the locality 
of the commercial interest, cast your eyes upon the 
abstract of tonnagé—lately laid upon our tables, 
according to annual custom—by the Sccretary of 
the Treasury, and it will be found that the aggre- 
gate tonnage of the United States is 1,424,000. Of 
this, there is owued— 


Tons. 
Between the Mississippi and the Potomac - 221,000 
Between the Potomac and the Hudson - 321,000 
And north of the Hudson - - - - 882,000 
Total - - - - - - - 1,424,000 


If this tonnage be estimated, new and old, (as it 
may, without extravagance, ) at an average value 
of fifty dollars per ton, the total aggregate value 
of the tonnage of the United States may be stated, 
in round numbers, at $70,000,000. Of which— 


Four-sevenths are owned north of the Hud- 


son, equal to - - - - - $40,000,000 
Two-sevenths are owned between the ` 
Hudson and the Potomac, equal to - 20,000,000 


One-seventh is owned south of the Poto- ` 
mac, equal to - - - - - 10,000,000 


Total - - - - - + $70,000,000 

To place the locality of this interest in a light 
still more striking and impressive, I state, that it 
appears by that abstract that the single State 
of Massachusetts, alone, possesses nearly half a 
million of tonnage—precisely, in round numbers, 
496,000 tons—an amount of tonnage equal, within 
50.000 tons, to the whole tonnage owned by all 
the States south of the Hudson. 

I refer to this excessive disproportion hetween 
the tonnage owned in different States, and sec- 
tions of the United States, rather as a type than 
asan estimate of the greatness of the compara- 
tive disproportion of the whole commercial inter- 
est in those respective States and sections. The 
truth is, this is much greater than the proportion 
of tonnage indicates, inasmuch as the capital and 
the industry occupied in finding employment for 
this great amount of tonnage, are almost wholly 
possessed by the sections of the country to which 
that tonnage belongs. A satisfactory estimate of 
the value of that capital and industry would re- 
quire a minuteness of detail little reconcileable 
either with your patience, or with the necessity 
of the present argument., Enough has been said 
to convince any one who will take the trouble to 
reflect upon the subject, that the interest is, in its 
nature, eminently local ; that it is impossible it 
can be systematically abandoned, without con- 
vulsing that whole section of country; and that 
the States interested in this commerce, so vital to 
their prosperity, have a right to claim, and ought 
not to be content with less than, efficient pro- 
lection. 

The imperious nature of this duty will be still 
further enforced by considering the greatness of 
this interest. [n doing this, I prefer to present a 
single view of it. lest, by distracting the attention 


with a great variety of ‘particulars, the effect of 
the whole should be lost in the multitude of details, 
Let us inquire into the amount of property annu- 
ally exposed to maritime depredation, and what 
the protection of it is worth to the nation, which 
is its proprietor. An estimate of this kind mast 
necessarily be very loose and general; but it will 
be sufficiently accurate to answer all the purposes: 
of the argument. For, the subject is of that mas- 
sive character, that a mistake of many millions 
makes no material alteration in the conclusion to 
be drawn from the statement. i 

For the following estimate of the valueof freight 
and tonnage, I am indebted to an honorable friend 
and colleague, (Mr. Reep,) whose information 
and general intelligence concerning commercial 
subjects are, perhaps, not exceeded by those of 
any gentleman in either branch of Congress : 


The total export of the United States, in the Treasury 
year ending October 1, 1807, was $108,000,000 ; that 
of the year ending October 1, 1811, was $61,000,000. 
The average value exceeds $80,000,000. But, to 
avoid all cavil, I state the annual average value of 
exports of the United States at - - $70,000,000 

To this, add the annual average value of 
the shipping of the United States, which, 
new and old, cannot be less than $50 
per ton, and on 1,400,000 tons, is also - 

To this, add the annual average value of 
freight, out and home, which, calculated 
on voyages of all description, may be 
fairly stated at $70 per ton, andis -~ 

To this, add the total average value of pro- 
perty annually at risk, in our coasting 
trade, which cannot be less than, and 
probably far exceeds - - - 

For the present object, I may be permit- 
ted to state the value of the skill and 
industry of our seamen to their country 
at $500 each, which, for 120,000 sea- 
men, (the unquestionable number,) is - 


70,000,000 
98,000,000 


100,000,000 


, 


60,000,000 


Making a gross aggregate of - $398,000,000 


Our seamen are also the subjects of annual ex- 
posure. The value of this hardy, industrious, and 
generous race of men is not to be estimated in 
money. The pride, the hope, and (if you would 
permit) the bulwark, of this commercial commu- 
nity, are not to be put into the scale against silver 
and gold, in any moral or political estimate. 

Although I have no question of the entire cor- 
rectness of the foregoing calculation, yet, for the 
purpose of avoiding every objection which might 
arise in relation to the value of freight or tonnage, 
I put out of the question ninety-millions of the 
estimate, and state the amount of annual mari- 
time exposure at only $300,000,000. To this, must 
be added the value of the property on our sea- 
board—of all the lives of our citizens—and of all 
the cities and habitations on the coast, exposed to 
instant insult and violation, from the most con- 
temptible maritime plunderer. No man can think 
that I am extravagant, if I add, on this account, 
an amount equal to that annually exposed at sea, 
and state the whole amount of maritime and sea- 
coast exposure, in round numbers, at §600,000,000. 
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I am aware that this estimate falls short of the 
reality. I know that the safety of our domestic 
hearths and our altars, and the security of all the 
dear and tender objects of affection and duty which 
surround them, are beyond the reach of pecuni- 
ary estimates. But I lay these considerations out 
of the question, and simply inquire, what is the 
worth of a rational degree of security in times of 
war for an amount of property, considering it 
merely as an interest to be insured at the market 
rate of the worth of protection. Suppose an indi- 
vidual had a property at risk. which in time of 
peace was subject to so much plunder and insult, 
and.in time of war was liable to be swept away, 
would he not be deemed unwise, or rather abso- 
lutely mad, if he neglected, at the annual sacri- 
fice of one or two, or even three per cent., to obtain 
for this property a very high degree of security— 
as high, perhaps as the Divine will permits man 
to enjoy, in relation to the possessions of this life; 
which, according to the fixed dispensations of his 
Providence, are necessarily uncertain and transi- 
tory? But suppose that instead of one, two, or 
three per cent., he could, by the regular annual 
application of two-thirds of one per cent. upon the 
whole amount of the property at risk, obtain a 
security thus high and desirable; to what language 
of wonder and contempt would such an individ- 
ual subject himself, who, at so small a sacrifice, 
would refuse or neglect to obtain so important a 
blessing! What, then, shall be said of a nation 
thus neglecting and thus refusing, when toitattach 
not only all the considerations of interest and pre- 
servation of property which belong to the indi- 
vidual, but other, and far higher, and more im- 
pressive—such as the maintenance of its peace, 
of its honor, the safety of the lives of its citizens, 
of its:seaboard from devastation, and even, per- 
haps, of its children and females from massacre 
or brutal violence! Is there any language of con- 
tempt and detestation too strong for such blind 
infatuation—such palpable improvidence? For, 
let it be remembered, that two-thirds of one per 
cent. upon the amount of property thus annually 
exposed is $4,000,000; the annual systematic ap- 
propriation of which amount would answer all 
the purposes and hopes of commerce—of your 
cities and seaboard. 

But, perhaps, the greatness of this interest, and 
our pecuniary ability to protect it, may be made 
more strikingly apparent by a comparison of our 
commerce with that of Britain, in the single par- 
ticular of export. I state, then, asa fact, of which 
any man may satisfy himself by a reference to Mc- 
Pherson’s Annals of Commerce, where the tables 
of British export may be found, that, taking the 
nine years prior to the war of our Revolution—from 
1766 to 1774, inclusive—the total average export 
of Great Britain was £16,000,000 sterling ; equal 
to $71,000,000—an amount less, by $10,000,000, 
than the present total average export of the 
United States. And again, taking the nine years 
beginning with 1789, and ending with 1797, in- 
clusive, the total annual average export of Great 
Britain was £24,000,000 sterling—equal to $106.- 
000,000—which is less, by $2,000,000, than the 


total export of the United States in 1807. It is 
true, that this is the official value of the : British 
| export, and that the real value is somewhat higher 
—perhaps thirty per cent. This circumstance, 
although it in a degree diminishes the approxi- 
mation of the American to the British commerce, 
in point of amount, does not materially affect the 
‘argument. Upon the basis of her commerce, 
Great Britain maintains a maritime force of 800 
j or 1,000 vessels of war. And will it be seriously 
| contended, that, upon the basis of a commerce 
like ours, thus treading upon the heels of British 
greatness, we are absolutely without the ability of 
maintaining the security of our seaboard, the safety 
of our cities, and the unobstructed course of our 
coasting trade? . 

By recurring to the permanency of this inter- 
est, the folly and madness of this negligence and 
misplaced meanness—for it does not deserve the 
name of economy—will be still more distinctly 
exhibited. If this commerce were the mushroom 
growth of a night—if it had its vigor from the 
temporary excitement and the accumulated nutri- 
ment which warring elements in Europe had swept 
from the places of their natural deposite—then, 
| indeed, there might be some excuse for a tempo- 

rizing policy touching so transitory an interest. 
But commerce in the Eastern States is of no for- 
eign growth, and of no adventitious seed 5 its root 
is of a fibre which almost two centurics have 
nourished; and the perpetuity of its destiny ts 
written in legible characters, as well in the nature 
of the country, as in the dispusition of its inhab- 
itants. Indeed, sir, look along your whole coast, 
from Passamaquoddy to Capes Henry and Charles, 
and behold the deep and far-winding creeks and 
inlets, the noble basins, the projecting headlauds, 
the majestic rivers; and those sounds and bays, 
which are more like inland seas, than anything 
called by those names in other quarters of the 
globe! Can any man do this, and not realize that 
the destiny of the people inhabiting such a coun- 
try is essentially maritime? Can any maa do 
this, without being impressed by the conviction, 
that, although the poor projects of politicians may 
embarrass, for a time, the dispositions growing 
out of the condition of such a country, yet, that 
nature will be too strong for cobweb regulations, 
and will vindicate her rights with certain effect— 
perhaps with awful perils? No nation ever did 
or ever ought to resist such allurements and invi- 
tations to a particular mode of industry. The 
purposes of Providence relative to the destination 
of men are to be gathered from the circumstances 
| in which his beneficence has placed them ; and to 
refuse to make use of the means of prosperity 
which his goodness has put into our hands, what 
is it but spurning at his bounty, and rejecting the 
blessings which his infinite wisdom has designated 
| for us, by the very nature of his allotments? The 
f employments of industry, connected with navi- 
| gation and commercial enterprise, are precious to 
j the people of that quarter of the country, by an- 
cient prejudice, not less than recent profit. The 
occupation is rendered dear and venerable, by all 
Í the cherished associations of our infancy, and all 
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And, as to the lessons of encouragement, derived 
from recent experience, what nation, within a 
similar period, ever received so many that were 
sweet and salutary? What nation, in so short a 
time, ever hefore ascended to such a height of 
commercial greatness ? ` 

Tt has been said, by some philosophers of the 
other hemisphere, that Nature. in this New World, 
had worked by a sublime scale; that our moun- 
tains and rivers and lakes were, beyond all com- 
parison, greater than anything the Old World 
could boast of; that she had here made nothing 
diminutive, except its animals. And ought we 
not to fear that the bitterness of this sarcasm 
should be concentrated on our country by a course 
of policy wholly unworthy of the magnitude and 
nature of the interests committed to our guardian- 
ship? Have we not reason to fear that some 
future cynic, with an asperity which truth shall 
make piercing, will declare that all things in the 
United States are great, except their statesmen ; 
and that we are pigmies, to whom Providence has 
intrusted, for some inscrutable purpose, gigantic 
labours? Can we deny the justice of such sever- 


ity of remark, if, instead of adopting a scale of 


thought and a standard of action proportionate to 


| the purposes of the present argument, I may admit 


that pecuniary calculation ought to be put out of 
the field, when spirit is to be shown, or honor 
vindicated. Ionly design to inquire how our mar- 
itime rights are protected by such invasion. Sup- 
pose that in every land-project you are success- 
ful—suppose both the Canadas, Quebec, Halifax, 
j everything to the North pole, yours by fair con- 
quest—are your rights on the ocean, therefore, 
secure? Does your flag float afterwards in honor ? 
Are your seamen safe from impressment ? Is 
your course along the highway of nations unob- 
structed. Noone pretends it. No one has or can 
show, by any logical deduction, or any detail of 
facts, that the loss of those countries would so 
compress Great Britain as to induce her to aban- 
don for one hour any of her, maritime pretensions. 
| What then results? Why,sir—what is palpable 
|as the day—that maritime rights are only to be 
maintained by maritime means. This species of 
protection must be given, or all clamor about mar- 
titime rights will be understood, by the people 
interested in them, to be hollow or false; or (what 
is worse) an intention to co-operate with the ene- 
mies of our commerce in a still further embar- 
rassment of it. 
While Lam on this point, I cannot refrain from 


the greatness of our trust, and the multiplied ne- | noticing a strange solecism which seems to pre- 
cessilies of the people, we bring to our task the | vail, touching the term flag. Itis talked about 
mere measures of professional industry, and mete | as though there was something mystical in its very 
out contributions for national safety by our fee- ; nature—as though a rag, with certain stripes and 
tables, our yard-sticks, and our gill-pots? Can: stars upon it, tied to a stick, and called & flag, was 
we refrain from subscribing to the truth of such ja wizard’s wand, and entailed security on every- 
censure, if we do not rise, in some degree to the | thing under it, or within its sphere. A flag is the 
height of our obligations, and teach ourselves to | evidence of power. A land flag is the evidence of 
conceive, and with the people to realize, the vast- | land power; a maritime flag is the evidence of mar- 
ness of those relations which are daily springing | itime power. You may have a piece of bunting 
up among States which are not so much one | upon a staff, and call it æ flag, but, if-you have no 
empire as a congregation of empires ? | maritime power to maintain it, you have a name, 
Having concluded what L intended to suggest, ! but no reality ; you have the shadow, without the 
in relation to the nature of the interest to be pro- | substance ; you have the sign ofa flag, but in truth, 
tected, I proceed to consider the nature of the pro- | you have no flag. i 
tection which itis our duty to extend. And here, 
Mr. Speaker, I am necessitated to make an observa- | tion, I shall recur to the nature and degree of it, 
tion which is so simple and so obvious, that were it | and to our capacity to extend it. And there, we 
not for the arguments urged against the principle j are always met, at the very threshold, with tbis 
of maritime protection, I should have deemed the | objection : “A naval force requires much time to 
mere mention of it to require an apology. The | get it into readiness, and the exigency will be past 
remark is this: that rights, in their nature local, ; before the preparation can be completed.” This 
ean only be maintained where they exist, and not | want of foresight, in times past, is made an apol- 
where they do not exist. If you had a field to | ogy for want of foresight, in the time present. 
defend in Georgia, it would be very strange to put | We were unwise, in the beginning, and unwise 
up a fence in Massachusetts. And yet, how does | we resolve to continue, until the end of the chap- 
this differ from invading Canada, for the purpose | ter. We refuse to do anything until the moment 
of defending our maritime rights? I beg not to | of exigency, and then itis too late. Thus our 


In considering this subject of maritime protec- 


be understood, Mr. Speaker, by this remark, as 
intending to chill the ardor for the Canada expe- 
dition. It is very true, that, to possess ourselves 
of the Canadas, and Nova Scotia, and their de- 


improvidence is made sponsor for our disinclina- 
tion. But what is the law of nature and the die- 
tate of wisdom, on this subject? The casualties 
of life, the accidents to which man is exposed, are 


pendencies, it would cost these United States, at | the modes established by Providence for his in- 
the least estimate, $50,000,000; and that Great | struction. This isthe law of our nature. Hence 
Britain’s national pride, and her pledge of protec- | it is that adversity is said to keep a school, for cer- 
tion to the people of that country, being put out | tain people, who will learn in no other. Hence, 
of the question, she would sell you the whole ter- | too, the poet likens it to “a toad, ugly and veno- 
ritory for half the money. I make no objection, | mous, which bears a precious jewel in his head.” 
however, on this account. On the contrary, for | And, in another place, but with the same general 
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relation, “ out of this thorn danger, we pluck the | bill now unde debate. Undoubtedly, an appro- 
flower safety.” This law is just as relative to; priation for the building of ten, or any other ad- 
nations,asitistoindividuals. For, notwithstand- | ditional number of frigates, would be so distinct 
ing all the vaunting of statesmen, their whole ja manifestation of the intention of the National 
business is to apply an enlarged common sense to j Legislature to extend to commerce its natural 
the affairs. intrusted to their management. It is | protection, as in itself to outweigh any theoretic 
as much the duty of the rulers of a State, as Ìt is { preference for a maritime force of higher char- 
that of an individual, to learn wisdom from mis- { acter. I cannot, therefore, but cordially support 
fortune, and to draw from every particular in- |an appropriation for a species of protection so 
stance of adversity, those maxims of conduet, by | important and desirable. Yetin an argument, 
the collection and application of which, our in- | having relation to the system, rather than to the 
tellectual and moral natures are distinguished and | occasion, I trust, I shall have the indulgence of 
elevated. In all cases of this kind, the inquiry ! the House, if my course of reflections should take 
ought to be, is the exigency peculiar. or is it gen- | a wider range than the propositions on the table, 
eral? ls it one; in which human effort is una- ! and embrace, within the scope of remark, the gen- 
vailing, and therefore, requires only the exercise eral principles by which the nature and degree of 
of a resignation and wise submission to the divine j systematical naval protection should in my judg- 
will; or isit one which skill, or power, may limit ; ment be regulated. 
or obviate? On the result of thisinquiry our ob-! Here, it seems hardly necessary to observe, that 
ligations depend. For when man conducts to-:a main object of all protection is satisfaction to 
wards a general evil, as though it were peculiar; | the persons, whose interests are intended to be 
or when, through ignorance or pusillanimity, he | protected. And to this objecta pecoliar attention 
néglects to use the means of relief, or prevention, | ought to be paid, when it happens that the major- 
to the extent in which he possesses them; if he | ity of the ruiers of a nation are composed of per- 
stretches himself out in a stupid languor, and re- | sons, not immediately concerned in those interests, 
fuses to do anything because he finds he cannot band not generally suspected of having an over- 
do everything, then indeed all his clamors against whelming attachment tothem. In such a state 
the course of nature, or the conduct of others. are of things, it is peculiarly important that the course 
but artifices, by which he would conceal from of conduct adopted should be such as to indicate 
the world, perhaps from himself, the texture of systematic intention as to the ehd, and wise adapta- 
his own guilt. His misfortunes are, in such case, | tion as to the means. For in no other way can 
his crimes. Let them procecd from what source i that satisfaction of which I speak result; and 
they will, he is himself, at least, a hand-worker | which is, in a national point of view, at the same 
in the fabric of his own miseries. | time, one of the most important objects of Gov- 
Mr. Speaker, can any one contemplate the ex- | ernment, and one of the most certain evidences 
igency, which at this day depresses our country, | Of its wisdom. For men, interested in protection, 
and for one moment, deem it peculiar ? The de- | will always deem themselves the best judges of 
gree of such commercial exigencies may vary, j the natare ef that protection, And as such men 
but they must always exist. lt is absurd to sup- | can never be ‘content with anything short of ef- 
pose that such a population as is that of the At- | ficient protection, according to the nature of the 
lantic Statescan be either driven or decoyed from | object, so instinct, not less than reason, will in- 
the ocean. It is just as absurd to imagine, that | struct them whether the meaas you employ are, 
wealth will not invite cupidity; and that weak- | in their nature, real or illusory. Now, in order 
ness will not insure both insult and plunder. The | to know what will give this satisfaction to the 
circumstances of our age makes this trath signally | persons interested, so desirable both to them and 
impressive. Who does not see, ia the conduct of | to the nation, 1t is necessary to know the nature 
Europe, a general departure from those common and gradation if value of those interests and to 
principles, which once constituted national mo- extend protection, not so much with a lavish as 
rality ? What is safe, which power can seize, or | with a discriminating and parental hand. If it 
ingenuity can circumvent? Or what truths | happenin respect of any interest, as it is acknowl- 
more palpable than these—that there is no safety | edged on all sides itis at present the case with 
for national rights, butin the national arm; and | the commercial, thatit cannot be protected against 
that important intcrests, systematically pursued, iall the world to the uttermost of its greatness and 
must be systematically protected. | dispersion, then the inquiry occurs what branch 
Touching the nature and degree of that mari- lof this interest is most precious to commercial 
time protection, which it may be wise in this | men, and what is the nature of that protection 
nation to extend to its maritime interests, it seems | which will give to it the highest degree of cer- 
to me, that our exertions should rather be excited | tainty of which its nature is susceptible? It has 
than graduated, by the present exigency ; that | been by the result of these two inquiries, in ray 
our duty is to inquire, upon a general scale, what | mind, that its opinion has been determined con- 
our commercial citizens have, iu this respect, a | cerning the objects and the degree of protection. 
tight to claim; and what is the unquestionable Touching that branch of interest which is most 
obligation of a commercial nation, to so great a precious to commercial men, it is impossible that 
class of its interests. For this purpose, my obser- | there can be any mistake. For however dear the 
vations will have reference, rather to the priu- j interests of property or of life, exposed upon the 
ciples of the system, than to the provisions of the | vcean, may be to their owners or their friends ; 
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yet the safety of our altars and of our firesides, of 
our cities and of our seaboard, must, from the na- 
ture of things, be entwined into the affections by 
ties incomparably more strong and tender. And 
it happens that both national pride and honor are 
peculiarly identified with the support of these 
primary objecis of commercial interest. i 

It is in this view, I state that the first and most 
important object of the nation ought to be such a 
naval force as shall give sucha degree of rational 
security, as the nature of the subject admits, to 
our cities, and seaboard, and coasting trade; that 
the system of maritime protection ought to rest 
upon this basis; and that itshould not attempt to 
go further, until these objects are secured. And 
I have no hesitation to declare, that until such a 
maritime force be systematically maintained by 
this nation, it shamefully neglects its most impor- 
tant duties and most critical interests. 

With respect to the nature and extent of this 
naval force, some difference of opinion may arise, 
according to the view taken of the primary ob- 
jects of protection. For myself, I consider, that 
those objects are first to be protected, in the safe- 
ty of which the national character and happiness 
aremost deeply interested. And thescare chiefly 
concerned, beyond all question, in the preserva- 
tion of our maritime settlements from pillage and 
our coast from violence. Kor this purpose, it is 
requisite that there should bea ship of war for 
the arbor of every great city of the United 
States, equal, in point of force, to the usual grade 
of ships-of-the-line of the maritime belligerents. 
These ships might be so instructed as to actsingly 
or together, as circumstances might require. My 
reason for the selection of this species of force is, 
that it puts every city and great harbor of the 
United States in a state of security from the insults, 
and the inhabitants of your seacoast from the dep- 
redation, of any single ship of war of any nation. 
To these should be added a number of frigates 
and smaller vessels of war. By such means our 
coasting trade might be protected, the mouths of 
our harbors secured (in particular that of the Mis- 
sissippi) from the buccaneers of the West Indies, 
and, hereafter perhaps, from those of South Amer- 
isa. A system of protection, graduated upon a 
scale so conformable to the nature of the country, 
and to the greatness of the commercial interest, 
would tend to quiet that spirit of jealousy which 
sonaturally and sojustly begins to spring upamong 
the States. Those interested in commerce would 
eare little what Jocal influences predominated, or 
how the ball of power vibrated among our fac- 
tions, provided an efficient protection of their 
essential interests, upon systematic principles, was 
not only secured by the letter of the Constitution, 
but assured by a spirit pervading every descrip- 
lion of their rulers. 

But itis said, that “we have not capacity to 
maintain such a naval force.” Is it want of pe- 
cuuiary or want of physical capacity ? In rela- 
lion to our pecuniary capacity, I will not conde- 
scend to add any proof to that plain statement 
already exhibited, showing that we have an an- 
uyal commercial exposure, equal to six huadred 
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millions of dollars, and that two-thirds of one 
per cent. upon this amount `of value, or four 
millions of dollars, is more than is necessary, if 
annually -and systematically appropriated, for 
this great object; so anxiously and rightfully 
desired by your seaboard, and so essential to 
the honor and obligations of the nation. I will 
only make a single other statement, by way of 
illustrating the smallness of the annual appropri- 
ations, necessary for the attainment of this im- 
portant purpose. The annual appropriaton of 
one-sixth of one per cent. on the amount.of the 
value of the whole annual commercial exposure, 
(one million of dollars,) is sufficient to build in 
two years, six seventy-four gun ships; and taking 
the average expense in peace and war, theanntal 
appropriation of the same sum is sufficient to 
maintain them afterwards, in a condition for ef- 
ficient service. This objection of pecuniary ina- 
bility, may be believed in the interior country, 
where the greatness of the commercial property 
and all the tender obligations connected with its 
preservation, are not realized. But, in the cities 
and in the commercial States, the extent of the 
national resources is more truly estimated. They 
know the magnitude of the interests at stake and 
their essential claim to protection. Why, sir, 
were we seriously to urge this objection of pe- 
cuniary incapacity, to the commercial men of 
Massachusetts, they would laugh us to scorn. Let 
me state a single fact. In the year 1745, the 
State, then the colony of Massachusetts Bay, in- 
cluded a population of 220,000 souls, and yet, in 
that, iufaut state of the country, it owned a fleet 
consisting of three ships, one of which carried 
twenty guns, three snows, one brig, and three 
sloops; being an aggregate of ten vessels of war. 
These partook of the dangers, and shared in the 
glory, of that expedition which terminated with 
the surrender of Louisburg. Comparing the 
population, the extent of territory, the capital, and 
all the other resources of this great nation, with 
the narrow means of the colony of Massachusetts 
at that period of its history, it is ndt extravagant 
to assert, that the fleet it then possessed, in pro- 
portion to its pecuniary resources, was greater 
than would be,in proportion to the resources of 
the United States, a fleet of fifty sail-of-the-line 
and one hundred frigates. With what language 
of wonder and admiration does that great orator 
and prince of moral statesmen, Edmund Burke, 
in his speech fur conciliation with America, speak 
of the commerce and enterprise of that people! 
“When we speak of the commerce with our 
‘colonies, fiction lags after truth; invention is 
€ unfruitful, and imagination cold and barren.” 
“No sea but what is vexed with their fisheries. 
‘No climate that is not witness to their toils. 
‘Neither the perseverance of Holland, nor the 
‘activity of France, nor the dextrous and firm 
* sagacity of English enterprise, ever carried this 
t most perilous mode of hard industry to the ex- 
‘tent to which it has been pushed, by this recent 
f people; a people who are still,as it were, but 
‘in the gristle and not yct hardened into the bone 
‘of manhood.” And shall the descendants of 
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sucha people be told that their commercial rights 
are not worth defending, that the national arm is 
notequal to their protection? And this too, after 
the lapse of almost forty years has added an ex- 
tent to their commerce beyond all parallel in his- 
tory, aod after the strength and resources associ- 
ated to protect them exceed, in point of pop- 
ulation, seven millions of souls, possessing a real 
and personal capital, absolutely incalculable ? 

Our’ pecuniary capacity, then, is unquestion- 
able; but it is said we are deficient in physical 
power. It is strange that those who urge this ob- 
jection, assert it only as it respects Great Britain, 
and admit, either expressly, or by implication, (in- 
decd, they cannot deny,) that it is within our 
physical capacity to maintain our maritime rights 
against every other nation. Now, let it be granted 
that we have such an utter incapacity in relation 
to the British naval power; grant that at the nod 
of that nation, we must abandon the ocean to the 
very mouths of our harbors, nay, our harbors 
themselves. What then? Does it follow that a 
naval force is useless? Because we must submit 
to have our rights plundered by one Power, does 
it follow that we must be tame and submissive to 
every other? Look at the fact. We have, with- 
in these ten years, lost more property by the plun- 
der of the minor naval Powers of Europe, France 
included, than would have been enough to have 
built and maintained twice the number of ships, 
sufficient for our protection against their depreda- 
tions. I cannot exceed the fact, when { state the 
loss within that period, by those Powers, at thirty 
millions of dollars. Our capacity to defend our 
commerce against every one of these Powers is 
undeniable. Because we cannot maintain our 
rights against the strong, shall we bear insult and 
invite plunder from the weak? Because there is 

-one leviathan in the ocean, shall every shark sati- 
ate his maw on our fatness with impunity ? 

But, let us examine this doctrine of utter in- 
ability to maintain our maritime rights against 
Great Britain, so obtrusively and vehemently 
maintained by some who clamor the most viv- 
lently against her insults and injuries. If the 
project were to maintain our maritime rights 
against that mistress of the sea by convoys spread 
over every ocean, there would, indeed, be some- 
thing ludicrously fanciful and wild in the propo- 
sition. But nothing like this is either proposed 
or desired. The humility of commercial hope, 

_in reference to that nation, rises no higher than 
‘the protection of our harbors and the security of 
our coasts and coasting trade. Is it possible that 
such a power as this shall be denied to exist in 
this nation? If it exist, is it possible that its cx- 
ercise shall be withheld ? 

Look at the present state of our harbors and 
seacoast. See their exposure, I will not say to 
the fleets of Great Britain, bul to any single ship- 
of-the-line, to any single frigate, to any sloop of 
war. It is true the policy of that nation induces 
her to regard your prohibitory laws, and her ships 
now seldom visit your ports. But suppose her 
policy should change ; suppose any one of her 
ships of war should choose to burn any of thei 


numerous settlements upon your seacoast, or to 


plunder the inhabitants of it; would there not be 


some security to those exposed citizens, if a naval 
force were lying in every great harbor of the 
United States competent to protect or avenge the 
aggression of any single ship of war, of what- 
ever force? Would not the knowledge of its 
existence teach the naval commanders of that 
nation both caution and respect? Sir, it is wor- 
thy of this nation, and fully within its capacity 
to maintain such a force. 
should put his head over our acknowledged water 
line without finding a power sufficient to take 


Nota single Sea Bull 


him by the horns. 

But it is said that “in case of actual war with 
Great Britain, our ships would be useless. She 
would come and take them.” In reply to this 
objection, I shall not recur to those details of cir- 
cumstances, already so frequently stated, which 
would give our ships of war fighting on their own 
coasts, and in the proximity of relief and supply, 
so many advantages over the ships of a nation 
obliged to come three thousand miles to the com- 
bat. Butallowing this argument from British na- 
val superiority its full force, I ask,. What is that 
temper on which a nation can most safely rely in 
the day of trial? Is it that which takes counsel of 
fear, or that which listens only to.the suggestions 
of duty? Is it that which magnifies ali the real 
dangers until hope and exertion are paralyzed in 
their first germinations? Or is it that which dares 
to attempt noble ends by appropriate means; 
which, wisely weighing the nature of any antici- 
pated exigency. prepares according to its powers. 
resolved that whatever else it may want, to itself 
it will never be wanting? Grant all that is said 
concerning British naval superiority in the event 
of war, has comparative weakness nothing to hope 
from opportunity? Are not the circumstances 
in which this country and Great Britain would be 
placed, relative to naval combats upon our own 
coast, of a nature to strengthen the hope of such 
an opportunity ? Is it of no worth to a nation to 
be in a condition to avail itself of conjunctures 
and occurrences? Mr. Speaker, preparation in 
such cases is everything. All history is replete 
with the truth that the “ battle is not always to the 
strong, but that time and chance happen to all.” 
Suppose that Great Britain should send twelve 
seventy-fours to burn our cities or lay waste our 
coasts; might not such a naval force be dispersed 
by storms, diminished by shipwrecks, or delayed 
and weakened by the events of the voyage? In 
such ease. would it be nothing to have even half 
that number of line-of-hattle-ships, in a state 0! 
vigorous preparation, ready to take the advantage 
of so probable a circumstance, and so providen- 
tial an interposition? The adage of our school 
books is as true in relation to States as to men in 
common life, “Heaven helps those who help 
themselves.” It isalmost a law of nature. God 
grants everything to wisdom and virtue. He de- 
nies everything to folly and baseness. But sup- 
pose the worst. Grant that ina battle such as 
our brave seamen would fight in defence of thei 
country, our naval force be vanquished. What 
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then? Did enemies ever plunder or violate more 
fiercely when weakened and crippled by the effects 
of a hard-bought victory, than when flushed, their 
veins full, they rush upon their prey with cùpid- 
ity stimulated by contempt? Did any. foe ever 
grant to pusillanimity what it would have denied 
to prowess? To be conquered is not always to 
be disgraced. The heroes who shall perish in 
such combats, shall not fall in vain for their coun- 
try. Their blood will be the most precious, as well 
as the strongest cement of our Union. What is 
it that constitutes the moral tie of our nation? Is 
it that paper contract called the Constitution ? 
Why is it that the man of Virginia, the man of 
Carolina, and the man of Massachusetts, are 
dearer to each otier than is, to either, the man of 
South America or the West Indies? Locality 
has little to do with implanting this inherent feel- 
ing, and personal acquaintance less. Whence, 
then, does it result, but from that moral sentiment 
which pervades all, and is precious to all, of hav- 
ing shared common dangers for the attaininent 
of common blessings. The strong ties of every 
people are those which spring from the heart and 
twine through the affections. The family com- 
pact of the States has this for its basis, that their 
heroes have mingled their blood in the same con- 
tests; that all have a common right in their glo- 
ry; that, if I may be allowed the expression, in 
aame of patriotism all have the same wor- 
ship. 


will respect you. And to powerful nations honor 
comes attended by safety. 

‘Mr. Speaker— What is national disgrace? Of 
what stuff is it composed? is a nation disgraced 
because its flag is insulted; because its seamen 
are impressed; because its Gourse, upon the high- 
way of the ocean, isobstructed? No,sir. Abstract- 
edly considered, all this is not disgrace. Because 
all this may happen to a nation; so weak as not to 
be able to maintain the dignity of its flag, or the 
freedom of its citizens, or the safety of its course. 
Natural weakness is never disgrace. But, sir, this 
is disgrace: when we submit to insult, and to in- 
jury, which we have the power to prevent.or re- 
dress. Its essential constituents are want of senseor 
want of spirit. When a nation with ample means 
for its defence, is so thick in the brain, as not to 
put them into a suitable state of preparation; or, 
when, with a sufficient muscular foree, it is so 
tame in spirit as to seek safety not in manly effort 
but in retirement; then a nation is disgraced; 
then it shrinks from its high and sovereign char- 
acter, into that of the tribe of Issachar, crotiching 
down between two burdens—the French burden 
on the one side, and the British burden on the 
other—so dull, so lifeless, so stupid, that, were it 
not for its braying, it could not be distinguished 
from the clod of the valley. 

It is impossible for European nations not to 
know, that we are the second commercial country 
in the world; that we have more than seven mil- 


But it is inquired, “what effect will this policy {lions of people; with less annual expenditure, 


have upon the present exigency?’ I answer, the 
happiest in-every respect. ‘I'o exhibit a definitive 
intent to maintain maritime rights, by maritime 
means, what is it, but to develop new stamina 
of national character? No nation can or has a 
right to hope respect from others, which does not 
first learn to respect itself. And how is this to 
be attained? By a course of conduct, conforma- 
ble to its duties and relative to its condition. ` If 
it abandons what it ought to defend, if it flies 
from the field it is bound to maintain, how can 
it hope for honor? To what other inheritance 
is it entitled, but disgrace? Foreign nations un- 
doubtedly look upon this Union with eyes long read 
in the history of man; and with thoughts deeply 
versed in the effects of. passion and interest upon 
independent States, associated by ties so appar- 
ently slight and novel. They understand well, 
that the rivalries among the great interests of such 
States; the natural envyings, which in all coun- 
tries spring between agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures; the inevitable jealousies and fears 
of each other, of South and North, interior and 
seaboard; the incipient or progressive rancor of 
party animosity; are the essential weaknesses 
of sovereignties thus combined. Whether these 
causes shall operate, or whether they shall cease, 
foreign nations will gather from the features of 
our policy. They cannot believe that such a na- 
tion is strong in the affections of its associated 
parts, when they see the vital interests of whole 
States abandoned. But reverse this policy ; show 
a definitive and stable intent to yield the natural 
Protection to such essential interests; then they 


and more unpledged sources of revenue, thati any 
nation of the civilized world. Yet a nation thus 
distinguished, abounding in wealth, in enterprise, 
ahd in power, is seen flying away from the “un- 
profitable contest,” abandoning the field of con- 
troversy; taking refuge behind its own doors, and 
softening the rigors of oppression abroad, by a 
comparison, with worse torments, at home. Ought 
such a nation to ask for respect? Is there any 
other mode of relief from this depth of disgrace, 
than by a change of national conduct and char- 
acter ? l 
With respect to Great Britain, it seems impos- 
sible that such a change in our policy should not 
be auspicious. No nation ever did, or ever can 
conduct towards one that is true, in the same way 


|! as it conducts towards one that is false to all its 


i obligations. 


Clear conceptions of interest and 
faithful fulfilment of duty, as certainly insure, 
sooner or later, honor and safety, as blindness-to 
interest and abandonment of duty do assuredly 
entail disgrace and embarrassment. In relation 
to the principle which regulates the commercial 
conduct of Great Britain towards the United 
States, there is much scope for diversity of opin- 
ion. Perbaps those judge most truly who do not 
attribute to her any very distinct or uniform sys- 
tem of action in relation to us; but who deem her 
course to result from views of temporary expedi- 
ency growing out of the circumstances of the 
time, and the character of our Administration. 
If this be the case, then, whatever course of con- 
duct has a tendency to show a change in the 
character of the American policy, must produce 
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our commercial rights have had the effect to bring | what more paralyzing to the enemies of our Union 
upon us so many miseries, a contrary course of |—than to behold the natural jealousies and rival- 
conduct, having for its basis a wise spirit and sys- | ries, which are the acknowledged dangers of our 
tematic naval support, it may well be hoped will | political condition, subsiding or sacrificing? What 
have the opposite effect of renewing our prosperity. | sight more exhilarating than to see this great na- 
But if it be truc, as is so frequently and so confi- | tion once more walking forth among the nations 
dently asserted, that Great Britain is jealous of | of the earth, under the protection of no foreign 
our commercial greatness; if it be true that she | shield? Peaceful because powerful—powerful 
would depress us as rivals; if she begins to re- | because united in interests, and amalgamated by 
gard us as a Power which may soon curb, if not | concentration of those interests in the national 
in aftertimes spurn her proud control on her fa- | affections. 
vorite element, then indeed she may be disposed | But, let the opposite policy prevail; let the es- 
to quench the ardor of our naval enterprise; then | sential interests of the great component parts of 
indeed, it may be her care so to shape the course | this Union find no protection under the national 
of her policy as to deprive our commerce of all|arm—instead of safety let them realize oppres- 
hope of its natural protection; and to co-operate | sion, and the seeds of discord and dissolution are 
with and cherish such an Administration in this | inevitably sown in a soil the best fitted for their 
country, as hates a naval force and loves com-|root, and affording the richest nourishment for 
mercial restriction. In this view of her policy ;| their expansion. It may be a long time before 
and I am far from asserting it is not correct, | they ripen. But, sooner or later, they will assu- 
is it not obvious, that she may be content with | redly burst forth in all their destructive energies, 
the present condition of our commerce? Except|In the intermediate period, what aspect does a 
acknowledged colonia! vassalage, what state of| Union, thus destitute of cement, present? Is it 
things would be more desirable to her? The| that of a nation keen to discern, and strong to re- 
whole seais herown. Her American rival tamely | sist, violations of its sovereignty ? It has rather 
makes cession of it to her possession. Our com- | the appearance of a casual collection of semi-bar- 
mercial capital is already seeking employment | harous clans, with the forms of civilization, and 
in her cities; and our seamen in her ships. What | with the rude and rending passions of the savage 
then results? Is it not on this view of herjstate. In truth, powerful—yet, as to any foreign 
policy, undeniable that an Administration in this | effect, imbecile—rich, in the goods of fortune, yet 
country, for the purposes of Great Britain, is] wanting that inherent spirit without which a na- 
such as thinks commerce not worth having, or | tion is poor indeed ; their strength exhausted by 
not worth defending; such as in every scheme of | struggles for local power; their moral sense de- 
nominal protection, meditates to it nothing, but | based by low intrigues for personal popularity, or 
additional embarassment and eventual abandon- | temporary pre-eminence ; all their thoughts turo- 
ment? Must not such an Administration be con-| ed not tothe safety of the State, but to the eleva- 
venient to.a British Ministry, if such be British | tion of a chicftain. A people presenting such an 
policy? And if British Ministers should ever find | aspect, what have they to cxpect abroad ?, What 
such an Administration in this country, made to | but pillage, insult, and scorn ? 
their hands, may we not anticipate that they will} The choice is before us. Persist in refusing 
take care to manage with a view to its continu- | efficient maritime protection; persist in the sys- 
ance in power? Of all policy the most ominous | tem of commercial restrictions ; what now is, per- 
_to British ascendancy is that of a systematic mari- | haps, anticipation, will hereafter be history. 
time defence of our maritime rights. Mr. Fisk said that, when this subject was first 
The general effect of the policy I advocate, is | presented to the House, be felt inclined to vote 
to produce confidence at home and respect abroad. | for a small increase of the Naval Establishment ; 
These are twin shoots from the same stock, and | but it now appears that, what is asked for is con- 
never fail to flourish or fade together. Confidence | sidered only as laying a foundation for a great 
is a plant of no mushroom growth and of no ar- | system—a system which, he feared, if carried into 
tificial texture. It springs only from sage coun- | execution, might change the Government. 
sels and generous endeavors. The protection you| Mr. F. contended that the Navy never had, and 
extend must be efficient and suited to the nature | never could protect our commerce. Like stand- 
of the object you profess to maintain. If it be| ing armies, he considered navies as dangerous to 
neither adequate nor appropriate, your wisdom | liberty. As to the Constitutional provision, with 
may be doubted, your motives may be distrusted, ; respect to a navy, it is nothing more than a mere 
but in vain you expect confidence. The inhabi-| grant of power, which Congress is at liberty to use 
tants of the seaboard will inquire‘of their own | or not,as they may deem it necessary or expedient. 
senses and not of your logic, concerning the real-| Though he had listened with candor to all the 
ity of their protection. arguments which had been used in favor of an 
As to respect abroad, what course can be more | increase of this Establishment at the present time, 
certain to insure it? ` What object more honora- | he was far from being convinced that such an in- 
ble, what more dignificd than to behold a great | crease, at present, is either necessary or expe- 
nation pursuing wise ends by appropriate means; | dient. It appeared to him that every pation 
tising to adopt a series of systematic exertions,! which has embarked, to any extent, in Navy Es- 
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tablishments, has been eventually crushed by 
them. Whether you go back to ancient, or look 
upon modern Europe, you will find navies have 
pot afforded that protection which gentlemen are 
desirous of persuading the House they are capa- 
ple of affording. Has the navy of Russia pro- 
tected her commerce? There are in the Russian 
dominions from twenty-five to thirty millions of 
people; but, by every account we have of them, 
their situation is not very enviable; nor have 
they any great degree of commerce to protect. 
Where are the navies of Sweden and Denmark ? 
The latter, it is well known, were swept away 
and destroyed by the British flect ; and the fleet 
of Sweden serves only to keep the country in pov- 
erty to maintain it. A-navy looks pretty well in 
theory ; but look into the experience of nations, 
and it will be found to have been the bane of every 
country which has had any thing to do with it. 
We should want wisdom, therefore, to pursue a 
system which has proved so ruinous to others. 

With respect to Great Britain herself, it had 
been said that her navy had. been the basis of her 
wealth and prosperity. Mr. F. said he did not 
envy the situation of that country. The glory 
and honor which such nations are in the habit of 
acquiring, prove a curse to them in the end by 
enslaving them with expense. 

When the House was engaged in the army bill, 
it was said that the necessary number of men 
could not be got; that it was not in this country, 
as in Europe, where thousands of men enter into 
the land and sea service because they are desti- 
tule of employment or of any means of getting 
bread; here, every man, who will labor, can pro- 
cure a living without difficulty. 

If men cannot be gotten for the Army, how are 
they to be procured for the Navy ? He should 
apprehend impressment, or something like it. 
Look, said Mr. F., at the debt of Great Britaia— 
look at her taxes—everything pays a duty—even 
the light of Heaven is not passed by without be- 
ing made to yield supplies to her revenue. So 
heavy do these taxes bear upon the people, it is 
said that one-seyenth part of the whole of the 
inhabitants are paupers. These are some of the 
fruits of a navy ! 

As to the protection and encouragement of 
commerce, he believed commerce would always 
flourish best when left to itself unshackled by reg- 
ulations. It will then be carried to every part of 
the globe. In the course of the debate, it had been 
said that the exports of Great Britain, in 1797, 
were not greater than ours before our commerce 
was restricted, though that nation had possessed 
a navy which had triumphed on the ocean for 
halfa century. Hew did this happen? It was 
owing, said Mr. F., to the freedom of our com- 
merce. 

Gentlemen ask, if marching to Canada will 
protect our commerce ? Where do gentlemen 
wish protection? Not in our ports and harbors ; 
they are already protected. He asked, if any at- 
tempt had ever been made to bombard our cities, 
or to enter our ports and harbors? Or is it prob- 


able any such attempt will be made ? 


— Ř—Ř— 


pm ea 


Gentlemen say, that Great Britain will run great 
risks in sending vessels on our shore. If so, why 
build ships to mect them? He thought the de- 
struction of Copenhagen ought to warn us against 
going into a scheme of this kind. l 

If he werc asked how he would protect com- 
merce, he would answer, by marching to Canada, 
and taking that country and Nova Scotia; and, 
having got possession of Halifax, she would have 
no means of refitting her vessels in this country, 
in case of that damage to which they are so liable 
on our coast. : : 

- But it has been said that, except we take this 
course, we shall be considered by.the Govern- 
ments abroad, as wanting a proper degree of spirit 
to defend our rights. There has never been want- 
ing a disposition in this House, or in the nation, 
to defend our rights to the utmost. f 

he gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. QUIN- 
cy) had spoken of the naval force formerly pos- 
sessed by Massachusetts. But, what security did 
those ships afford? They were of no use, as he 
believed; they were nothing but a heavy expense 
to the State; and he believed the merchants had 
found their commerce in a much better state since, 
than it was when they were in being. 

Gentlemen speak of the embarrassments of our 
commerce, as if they were owing to our not hav- 
ing a navy; but, if they will look around, they 
will find that those countries which have navies 
have not escaped; our embarrassments have arisen 
from the wrongs committed against us by other 
nations, which we had no power of preventing. 

It had been shown that the Navy Establishment 
proposed could not be supported but byan ex- 
pense which would prove ruinous to this country. 
Rather than incur this expense, he was willing. to 
dispense with the honor supposed to be attached 
to such an Establishment. Mr. F. was opposed 
to this system, too, because it could not be sup- 
ported without having recourse to a force similar 
to impressment to obtain a number of seamen suf- 
ficient to man such a fleet. He was anxious to 
protect every part of the Union ; but he could not 
consent to support any scheme so pregnant with 
mischief to the country, as he considered this 
large Navy Establishment to be. i 4% 

Mr. MoKer said, he with reluctance presented 
himself before the House a second time on this 
question: he had given his views of it in the 
Committee of the Whole, and he only rose to re- 
lieve some of his opinions from the misconstruc- 
tion to which they had been subjected in the pro- 
gress of the discussion. 

Gentleman have congratulated the House on 
account of the conciliatory temper and spirit with 
which this discussion was conducted; he was 
concerned that he could not unite #n those con- 
gratulations, because that portion of the House 
with whom he was associated on this question 
had been accused of an adherence to their preju- 
dices and of a total disregard of the.admonitions 
of reason and common sense. These suggestions 
charged that portion of the House opposed lo an 
inerease of the navy with a want of wisdom to 
perceive, or with a want of honesty to pursue, the 
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He had stated it to the committee, as his opin- 
ion, that the establishment of a large navy would 
change, in the progress of time, the present form 
ofthis government. The House has been inform- 
ed that this statement was mere assertion, unsup- 
ported by argument or even an effort to prove that 
we could not create and support a large marine 
without difficulty or danger. In support of the 
opinion he then expressed, which he had not seen 


thousand dollars. In the meantime the constant 
drains of money wrung from the hands of the 
great body of the people by heavy internal taxes 
would keep them poor. The wealth of the coun- 
try would be gradually assembled in the hands of 
afew; and wealth isthe strong basis of power 
everywhere, Consequently the power of the coun- 
| try would be concentrated in the hands of a few, 
who would apply your navy to maintain and sup- 
| port the wealthy and well-born in the possession 
of this power. 
But we are told by gentlemen that this is mere 


any reason to change, he had submitted to the | assertion; the product of a mind frightened by 
House a statement of the probable expenses of the | hobgoblins and bugbears, and laboring under the 
Government in the succeeding years, including | influence of prejudice. If gentlemen were cor- 
the expenses of the proposed navy. If those state- | rect, it would be a gratification to him to find his- 
ments were sabetautialiy correct (and he had not!apprehensions dissipated by experience. But 
heard them questioned) they prove the fact, that | what does the experience of other nations prove 7 
a war of five years duration with a navy would! England, the bright example always quoted— 
increase the public debt from forty-five millions | whose political dogmas we affect to despise, but 


of dollars, the present amount, to upwards of an 
hundred and fifteen millions; and would likewise 
increase the expenses of the Government on the 
return of peace to upwards of eighteen millions 
per annum. From those facts the conclusions 
were drawn which appeared to him very natural- 
ly to follow, that permanent internal taxes in 
times of peace as well as war would be rendered 
necessary ; and even with the aid of internal taxes 
to the amount of four millions of dollars per an- 
num, your public debt would be gradually increas- 
ing. He had also stated the revenuc of the coun- 
try, under the existing Constitution, with the in- 
tention of showing the difficulty of meeting so 
large an expenditure. This statement, so far as 
it had been noticed, was met by a statement that 
the public lands as a source of revenue were 
worth twelve hundred millions of dollars, and that 


the revenue arising fromcommerce might amount’ 


to eighteen or twenty millions per annum. He 
confessed he did not understand the arithmetic by 
whose magic these results were produced. The 
first was to him evidently incorrect.and the sec- 
ond seemed also incorrect; our revenue for the 
last ten years (the most prosperous period of our 
history) had averaged about twelve millions of 
dollars per annum, and the world was evidently 
more hostile to commerce now than it had been 
for the last ten years. No reasonable calculation 
could therefore be made on a revenue from im- 
posts and tonnage for the succeeding ten years, 
exceeding in amount the receipts of the past ten 
years, and admitting the revenue to be equal to 
that we had received, the taxes would be rendered 

ermanent to the amount of upwards of six mil- 
ions of dollars per annum in order to pay the 
current expenditure: you will then have a large 
public debt with permanent and heavy internal 
taxes, and this is the soil which produces aristo- 
cracy in every country ; and here, the debt fur- 
nishes to moncyed men the facility of increasing 
their wealth without ingenuity, industry, or care. 
Ten thousand dollars vested in the public funds, 
by converting the interest into principal at the 
respective periods when the interest falls due, in 
twenty years would amount to more than forty 


in whose paths we seem now to be treading with 
undeviating steps as fast as the moments run— 
England once had no public navy, and then too 
she had no public debt. She also had a Parlia- 
ment the real representatives of the British nation 
who dared to resist the corruptions of the times 
and the encroachments of the Crown. But Eng- 
| land was then vexed with the Spanish Armada 
and the Dutch fleets, which rode triumphantly in 
the English channel with a broom at the mast- 
bead. 

England commenced ship-building on national 

account and borrowing money on the same ac- 
| count. Her navy too, when small, was loaded 
j with the imputations of “wasteful expense and 
i comparative inefficiency.” It was increased be- 
cause “it was demonstrably clear that she was 
destined to be a great naval power ;” her debt also 
increased part passu (as the diplomatists would 
say) with her navy. 

The British Navy now is the most splendid 
fabric of human power the world ever witnessed 3. 
her debt is equally great and splendid; the wretch- 
edness and misery of the great mass of her people 
bears a full proportion to the debt and navy; her 
Parliament also is highly celebrated for its venal- 
ity and compliance. The man who knows the 
views and wishes of the English Ministry, with- 
out farther inquiry, thereby knows the opinion of 
a majority of Parliament. 

Create the causes and the consequences will 
follow—man is substantially the same every- 
where ; here a little more civilized and there a 
little more savage; but God and nature for wise 
purposes have implanted in every human bosom 


the same original desires; and love of wealth, of 


fame, and of power, create the means of their grat- 
ification on a large scale, and you give them ac- 
tivity—an activity fired with ambition and fraught 
with ruin to the peace of society. 

Gentlemen had exultingly called on those op- 
posed to an increase of the Navy, to show how. 


commerce could be protected without a Navy., 


He had supposed it to be the duty of those who ad- 
vocated a system attended with immense expense 
Jio show the good to society resulting from the 
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expenditure, and if the advantages arising there- 
from were not clearly demonstrated and shown 
to bear some proportion to the expenditure, their 
patronage could not be expected. But howhasthis 
been shown ? you are informed that navies are 
necessary for the protection of commerce; but has 
it been shown by any process of reasoning, that 
the twelve ships-of-the-line and thirty frigates 
contemplated, when built, would enable you to 
convey the productions of your soil from the ports 
of the United States in safety to Havre or Ham- 
burg, or to any port in the Baltic or Mediterra- 
nean? Certainly this has not been attempted. 
The additional security supposed to be afforded 


follows, that you must have a navy competent 
to meet the British navy in equal combat on 
the ocean, to effect any valuable result in favor 
of your commerce, and this is ‘not contemplated. 

But the gentlemen have expressed much soli- 
citude for the commerce of the Mississippi, lest 
its mouth should be blocked up by a single 
ship of war of the enemy; and the -sensibility 
expressed when the right of deposite at New. Or- 
leans was withheld from the Western people, in 
1802, is cited as an evidence of the feelings which 
such an occurrence would excite. The objects of 
those arguments were easily perceived ; and they 
were, in his opinion, utterly fallacious. It re- 


to your ports and harbors by the Navy, is all that | quired only a moment’s reflection to perceive 
has been attempted to be shown ; your ports and | that a war with any maritime nation who hap- 
harbors heretofore have been thought well secured | pened to hold the West Indies, would annihilate 


by fortifications ; but itis now for the first time 
discovered, that your fortifications are of but lit- 
tle or no use. How unfortunate itis that this 
discovery had not been made before the Govern- 
ment had expended near. $7,000,000 on that ob- 
ject, and that the discovery has been delayed to 
this time, when you are officially informed that 
the fortifications are nearly completed. 

You are also told that the proposed navy would 
be sufficient to maintain the mastery in the Amer- 
ican seas, particularly as far as the Gulf Stream, 
and in order to substantiate this position, you are 
informed that the British navy is stripped up 
into small squadrons and stationed at different 
places; part in the English channel, part at the 


the commerce of the Mississippi during its con- 
tinuance ; and the arguments of gentlemen just 
referred to, if they proved anything, supported 
| his opinion. The substance of these arguments 
is already recited; that the remote situation of 
England from our coast, the difficulty of main- 
taining a fleet for any length of time hovering on 
a hostile coast, gives to our flect, aided by a 
friendly coast, furnishing ports and harbors for 
their protection and aid in time of danger, an 
advantage over an enemy of three to one. Be it 
so, and how does the argument stand, when ap- 
plied either to Europe or the West Indies? As 
it relates to Europe, it has already been shown 
‘that the argument operates against you in the 


Elbe, part in the Mediterranean, part in the East | same proportion, or nearly so, that it operates in 
India, West India, Jamaica, and North Ameri- your favor in relation to the American coast, and 
can stations, Much labor is used to prove that; in the West Indies. England possesses, for all 
this distribution of the naval force of England | commercial purposes, and he might say for all 
could not be altered in- case of a.war with this | the purposes of annoyance to your commerce, all 
country, and that we are so far removed from | the West Indies, with the exception of St. Dos 
Europe, where a fleet destined to act against us | mingo and two other inconsiderable islands. The 
must receive its outfit, that three times the quan- ! commerce of the Mississippi must necessarily. 
uty of force possessed by us would be necessary | pass near the Havana and double Cape Florida—. 
io produce any effect on us. ee in the hands of the enemy—to reach the Atlan- 

Without hoping to expose the fallacy of this; tic ports; and yet gentlemen talk of protecting 
argument, by a recurrence to our own experience | this commerce during the war. ‘I'he whole ar- 
during the Revolutionary war, when England | gument of gentlemen is founded on the supposi- 
was contending for the British channel against | tion that your twelve ships-of-the-line and twenty 
the fleets of France and Spain, she then spared a | frigates will always act together in one body 
fleet of sufficient magnitude to beat double the | against the separate squadrons of the enemy 5 
force now contemplated. He would ask what! this is manifestly absurd; and as your navy, if 
protection commerce would receive from this ! built, will beat the common expense of the whole 
supposed mastery in the American seas? It is ! community, it ought to be stationed at different 
said that England cannot spare the force neces- ; stations for the common defence. The United 
sary to meet you in the American seas. Be it! States seem to be naturally divided into six sta- 
so and consequently she will send none. But | tions, to wit: Boston, New York, the Delaware, 
she can say to you in practice, you shall not go | Chesapeake, Charleston, and the Balize stations ; 
to the West Indies or to Europe, if you do, I will | divide out the navy to those stations respect- 
capture your vessels; and where then is your com- ‘ively, and you will have two ships-of-the-line 
merce which is to receive protection ? it is anni- | and five frigates to each station. Send your twa 
hilated; and the arguments of gentlemen, if cor- | ships-of-the-line and five or six frigates to the 
rect, did prove incontrovertibly that your naval | Gulf of Mexico, to protect the trade of the Missis- 
force must be more than equal to that of Great | sissippi, where there is nota single harbor for 
Britain to unloek-the European ports to your ; their reception ; and ualess the same supernatural 
commerce. Is this an incorrect view of the sub- | hand which saved Daniel of old from the teeth 
ject, and the consequences attendant thereon ? If! of the lions, when he was cast into their den, is 
it was, he was unable to perceive in what it | stretched forth for the protection of your naval 
was incorrect, and if it is correct, it necessarily | force sent there, in six weeks after it arrives at 
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the place of destination, its fag will be changed. | the opinions and arguments used in support of 
But admit your two ships-of-the-line and five| them in 1798. It was certainly proper to con- 
frigates competent to guard in safety the produc- | sider all questions coming before the House on 
tions of the country, watered by the Mississippi,| their intrinsic merit, without much regard to 
from New Orleans to the Atlantic ports, where is | former opinions; and, therefore, he did not mean 
the benefit resulting therefrom, when every man | to say to the gentleman that he had gone over to 
who knows anything of nature and the character | the enemy’s camp. 
of the commerce of the Mississippi, must be un-} But suppose your navy of twelve ships-of-the- 
candid if he does not acknowledge that in time} line, and twenty frigates had been built in 1798, 
of war the productions of the Mississippi in gen- | and maintained ever since—would it have ren- 
eral would not pay freight to the Atlantic market. | dered your commerce more prosperous than it 
Mr. McK. said he pretended to have some prac- | has been since that period? He did not believe 
tical knowledge of the commerce of the Missis- | any man would assume such a position, inasmuch 
sippi, and he unhesitatingly declared that a war | as our commerce since 1798 had been more pros- 
with any maritime nation holding the control of | perous than was or could have been foreseen; 
the West India islands would annihilate all legiti- | and if the navy had been then built, the national 
mate trade from New Orleans during its continu- | debt would now he near one hundred and forty- 
ance; an illegal or licensed trade perhaps might | six millions of dollars, instead of forty-six millions, 
be carried on to a smail amount, and it would | the present amount; and he entertained no doubt 
not require protection. but that the good consequences resulting from a 
Gentlemen seemed to be enamoured with the | rejection of the navy project at this time, would 
superior protection (as it is called) afforded.to the | be seen as clearly and as thoroughly felt fourteen 
persons and property of other nations on the high | years hence, as the good effects of its rejection in 
seas. This superior protection was desirable; it | 1798 was now perceived and felt. 
was highly appreciated by the Governments of} With regard to the effects which it is supposed 
Europe. But the picture had two sides; and he| the navy would produce on England in time of 
desired gentlemen to look at both. The persons} war, he thought those effects much overrated. 
and property of the subjects of the Governments | He was, however, willing to see what could be 
of'Europc are said to ride in safety on the ocean | done with the present navy, which amounted to 
beneath the triumphant banners of their country. | between sixteen and twenty in number, exclusive 
And as a compensation for this protection (which | of gun vessels. If thirty fast sailing frigates 
was far from being complete) the sighs of the op- | would produce the wide-spread ruin on British 
pressed ascended to Heaven, from every corner | commerce in time of war, of which gentlemen 
of Europe, in secret or open curses against their | have spoken, twenty frigates would produce two- 
oppressors. It was due to candor to admit that | thirds of these effects. He desired to see what 
the griefs of Europe were not altogether owing | could be done in the first place with our present 
to navies. And it was also worthy of remark | force; and if the result was proportionate to the 
that the people of every nation in Europe had} expectations which seem to be entertained, the 
been more or less oppressed with taxes and debt | nation would be willing to increase the naval 
in proportion to the extent of their navy; create | force. But at the present time, when we were 
the cause, and the consequences will follow. incurring immense expenses, it did not seem pru- 
. The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Wariacu7) | dent to him to increase those expenses by a pro- 
had said that what might be wrong in 1798, | ject of this kind—the proposed war would not be 
might be perfectly prudent and right now. Hej a war of great battles, but rather a war of means; 
admitted there was a time for all things; but the England would make the war as expensive to us 
principle in politices or theology certainly could | as possible, and if we sat out with expenses so ex- 
not be very stubborn that was wrong in 1798 | travagant, the war might terminate unfavorably. 
and perfectly right now; and if any change inj The House adjourned without taking the ques- 
this respect had taken place, it must consist in | tion. 
the greater fitness of the means to effect certain 
desirable ends. In 1798 American commerce 
was most shamefully plundered by both France | 
and England. At that time Spain, France, and 
England had large navies—Holland and Den- 
mark had ships of war; a navy of twelve ships of 
the line and twenty frigates on the part of the 
United States by uniting with the fleets of France 
and Spain, would have been able to have coped |. ! s ae 
with England on the ocean; and in case of a war bis duty to take up the subject of the Navy. he 
with France, a similar result could have been had occasion to look iuto the expenses of that 
effected against the fleets of France and Spain; establishment, and especially into the expenses of 
but the condition of Europe in this respect was the navy yard in this city; and from examining 
materially changed, and not for the better as it} the account lately laid before this House by the 
regards us. He had no disposition, however, to | Secretary of the Navy, of the expenses of 1810, 


censure the opinions of any gentlemen or their : he was induced to offer the following resolution: 
arguments, on account of their great similarity to| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 


Monpay, January 27. 

Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, presented a bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government, for the year 1812; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Wednesday next. 

Mr. SEYBERT said, that when he considered it 
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rected to lay before this House a statement of the 

nditures of public moneys in the navy yard of the 
City of Washington, during the past year, distinguish- 
ing the value of the materials used for repairs, the 
labor bestowed, and the nature of the work performed, 
the number of officers, overseers, and workmen, to- 
gether with their pay and duty. 

Mr. Basserr hoped the gentleman [rom Penn- 
sylvania would have no objection to add the navy. 
yard of Philadelphia to the resolution. E 

Mr. SEYBERT declared he would not; and on 
suggestion of Mr. D. R. Witurams, the resolu- 
tion was so modified as to embrace all the navy 
yards, and then agreed to. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House then took up the order of the day, 
viz: the bill concerning the Navy. The ques- 
tion of agreement to the report of the Committee 
of the Whole to strike out the section for build- 
ing new frigates being still under considcration— 

Mr. Bing said, that indisposed as he was, had 
he obeyed the impulse of his feelings, he should 
not then have risen from his seat. He did not 
know indeed that he should be able to present 
his view of the subject to the House, nor (should 
he be so fortunate) did he expect it would influ- 
ence the decision ‘of the question. But as the 
opponents to the bill had been identified with the 
enemies of commerce, and as he was one of the 
number, he could not quietly submit to an infer- 
ence so totally unsupported—so totally unfounded. 
The people, said Mr. B., whom I represent are as 
much interested in commerce, in proportion to 
their numbers, as those of any section of the 
Union, and would be as unwilling to abandon it. 
Are we to be told that becanse the principal part 
of the American tonnage belongs to the Northern 
and Eastern States, they have a greater stake in 
commerce than the Southern ? Unquestionably 
not. The annual surplus products of the planter 
aud farmer are the foundation of commerce, and 
their value depends on the demand for them and 
the facility with which they may be conveyed to 
market. The ship-owners are concerned only to 
the extent of their profits arising from transporti- 
tion apd other incidental circumstances. It is, 
therefore, obvious thal if commerce be suspended, 
the agriculturists, who furnish the articles to be 
transported abroad, sustain a Joss so much greater 
than that of the ship-owners as the valuc of those 
articles is superior to the profits of conveyance to 
aforeign market. The carrier loses his freight— 
the farmer and planter their products. 

in value of our domestic ex- 


ing at the amount i 
ports, it will be perceived that nearly one-fourth 
ne Southern States in 


is furnished by a part of t 

the article of cotton alone—a proportion which 
isnot furnished by an equal population in any 
other portion of the country. My object is not 
to draw invidious distinctions, but to show the 
extreme importance of commerce 
ity of the South, and consequently the interest we 
have in its protection. 
position to protect commerce—the 
of opinion is in re 
the protecting powers 0 


only difference 


ex- | be carried, and 


On look- : 


to the prosper- | patriotism 
Sir, there exists no indis- 


ference to the extent to which 
f the Government should 


ted to effeet the object. 

Had the advocates for a navy been as success- 
ful in enforcing conviction of its necessity or effi- 
cacy in the protection of trade, or in defending 
the rights of the nation, as they were in display- 
ing their ingenuity and talents, I should not have 
addressed you on the subject. I would have con- 
curred with them in the proposed measure. But 
while I admire the zeal they have manifested, and 
the ability and eloquence with which they bave 
defended their favorite project, my judgmerit has 
not heen convinced, nor have I ceased to lament 
the discussion in which we are engaged, Ata 
moment when a solemn pledge has been given to 
the nation of a determination on the part of this 
House to wage war with England—when the 
mode of warfare and points of attack have been 
selected with reference to our own strength, and 
to the weakness of the enemy—when it is ac- 
knowledged that to prosecute such a war will re- 
| quire all the resources of the Government—when 
to devise a system for obtaining money by loans 


| 


and taxes, the financial talents of the distinguished 
| officer who presides over your Treasury Depart- 
| ment have been called into requisition—I say, sir, 
| under such circumstances, it does appear to me 
unfortunate indeed, that the attention of Congress 
| should be diverted from the objects for which 
l they were assembled at an carlier period than 
| usual, and, what is worse, that instead of provi- 
| ding the ways and means which wiil be indispen- 
sable, we should be hunting up objects for further 
expenditures. If the ten frigates which it is pro- 
posed now to build, could be in readiness for im- 
mediate service, the proposition would certainly 
be less objectionable. But it is admitted that 
no such expectation is entertained—that the ex- 
penditure we are called upon to authorize, is not 
for the war establishment, but for future purposes. 
What says the report of the committee on this 
i subject? After stating the injuries to which we 
are liable on the ocean, the committee remark, 
that “it may be necessary to array the national 
‘force on that element where. the injury may be 
‘ suffered, and where alone it can be avenged orre- 
‘dressed. With this view your committee have 
‘ not considered this subject with regard only to 
l: practicableand advisable preparation for the pres- 
‘ent momentous crisis, which, whatever it may 
‘ be, must be greatly inadequate ; but the object of 
‘ the committee is to recommend a system which 
‘shall look to futurity,” &c. i 
į It appears then that the appropriation of money 
| which is demanded, will be applied to a system 
: which shall look to futurity, and which if it should 
be now exccuted to the extent required by the 
t report, would be “ greatly inadequate” to its object. 
i And is this the proper time to expend millions 
i for futurity, when you are about to appeal to the 
of the people for the means which are 
le to immediate purposes? To my 
| mind, the present is the most inauspicious mo- 
į ment which could have been selceted for increas- 
i ing the Naval Establishment. An attempt to 
| build a navy on the eve of war by loans and taxes 
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when the people are without a market for their 
surplus products, isan extraordinary and unparal- 
leled undertaking. 1 will not call it “ludicrous.” 
Although such a character has been attributed to 
the opposition on this occasion, it cannot be 
applied to the bill before you. The project of 
my friend from South Carolina (Mr. Curves) 
will certainly escape an imputation of that sort, 
and yet it may acquire a reputation which will 
not be more consoling to his feelings than that 
which has fallen to our lot. No, sir, if this bill 
shall. pass, it will not be considered © ludicrous” 
—it will not excite the laughter of the people. 
Bat unless I am much mistaken their murmurs 
will be heard, and their discontent will be felt. I 
rely as much on the patriotism of the people as 
any man. I am persuaded they will bear any 
taxes which are necessary for the support of a 
war in defence of their rights, and I am willing 
to vote them; but they will not submit to unne- 
cessary taxes. 

But, say gentlemen, to rely for the defence of 
the.country on any force other than a naval force, 
would be as unwise as to attempt to protect a corn 
field by fencing in a distant cotton field.. The 
cases are not at all analogous; -but I should con- 
sider the wisdom of a planter, who, with a know- 
ledge of his ability to. complete a fence around his 
cultivated field, would undertake to build one half 
way.for its protection, at least equal to that which 
advises us to expend the public resources on a na- 
val force, which it is agreed will be “greatly in- 
adequate” toitsobject. Ifthe United States must 
become a great naval Power, the system can be 
maintained only in time of peace, and to attempt 
it in time of war when you are unable to throw 
upon the ocean a force competent to cope with 
the enemy, would be to diminish your own 
strength, and to inerease theirs. On the subject 
of the first paragraph of the report which I have 
read, permit me to address myself particularly to 
the gentleman from New. York, (Mr. Mrrcuiut,) 
and to remark, that the doctrine which confines 
the remedy to the seat of disease in all cases, is at 
war with the acknowledged principles of the ani- 
mal economy, and has been proved not to consti- 
tute a part of the political system, by the vote not 
only of himself but of the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Cueves.) Need I tell the gentle- 
man from New York, what he understands much 
better than I do, that diseases of the head are fre- 
quently cured by applications to the feet? Or is 
it necessary to remind the gentleman that in vo- 
ting for the bill which authorized the raising of 
twenty-five thousand men totake Canada, they ad- 
mitted the fallacy of this doctrine? Where has 
England done you the most injury? On the 
high seas. Where do you propose to retaliate? 
In Canada. And when gentlemen themselves 
have advocated this course of proceeding, do 
they act consistently in telling the House that in- 
juries can only be redressed or avenged on the 
element where they have been committed? In my 
hum ble opinion the course which has been pursued 
as a rational one, founded in the policy that must 
always influence the conduct of an injured party 


disposed to retaliate. The enemy is invincible 
on the ocean, even if the whole naval force of the 
world besides be united against her. Her posses- 
| sions to the north are, under existing cireum~- 
stances. of the first importance to her, and they 
are within our reach. Without then applying 
our exertions where defeat would be inevitable, 
we have determined to direct the sirength of the 
nation against the most vulnerable points, where 
success will be certain,and where retaliation will 
| be most sensibly felt. And it is on this principle 
the advocates of a navy propose to derive advan- 
tage from it. They admit that it cannot protect 
| our commerce in the European or Asiatic seas, but, 
say they, it will be cumpetent to annoy the West 
‘India trade of England if she interrupts ours in 
distant seas, and in that way make it her interest 
to let us alone. Well, sir, this is precisely the ob- 
ject of taking Canada, and we will leave the an- 
noyance of her West India trade to the enterprise 
of our privateers. They are much better calcu- 
lated for that purpose than ships of war. 

But we are told that the President has recom- 
mended an increase of our Naval Establishment, 
as a part of the war preparations. A reference 
to his Message will demonstrate that gentlemen 
are mistaken in regard to that fact. After de- 

| tailing the evidence of hostile eee on the 
part of Great Britain, aid calling on Congress 
to put the country into an armor and attitude de- 
manded by the crisis, he proceeds: “I recommend 
‘accordingly that adequate provision be made 
‘ for filling the ranks, and prolonging enlistments 
‘of the regular troops; for an auxiliary force to 
‘be engaged for a more limited term; for the ac- 
‘ceptance of volunteer corps, whose patriotic 
‘ardor may court a participation in urgent ser- 
‘vices; for detachments, as they may be wanted, 
‘of other portions of the militia, and for such a 
‘ preparation of the great.body as will proportion. 
‘ its usefulness to its intrinsic capacities.” Surely 
if he had placed any reliance on a navy, and bad 
believed it ought to constitute a part of the “ ar- 
mor? he would bave felt himself bound by a 
sense of duty to sayso. It is true that in another 
part of the Message, unconnected with the sub- 
ject of war preparations, the following paragraph 
is to be found: “Your attention will of course 
‘be drawn to such provisions on the subject of 
j f our naval force as may be required for the ser- 
‘vices to which it may be best adapted. I sub- 
: mit to Congress the seasonableness also of an 
‘authority to augment the stock of such ma- 
‘terials as are imperishable in their nature, or 
‘may not at once be attainable.” What are the 
services to which our naval force is best adapted, 
is left to the decision of Congress; but an in- 
crease of the existing force is not recommended. 
As to augmenting the stock of materials, the pre- 
cise object is not stated, but it was probably ad- 
vised for the purposes of repairs and the like. It 
has, however, been mentioned, that as the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, an officer acting under the 
President, has, ina report now before the House, 
said much in behalf of ships and frigates, it fol- 
lows he has spoken the sentiments and wishes of 
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the President. Such a conclusion would not be 
authorized from the premises under any circum- 
stances, and certainly not in the present case, 
when it is recollected that the report is simply 
an answer to queries proposed to the Department 
by a committee of this House—queries it was 
the duty of the Secretary to answer according to 
his knowledge and belief. i 
‘Gentlemen have also endeavored to fortify 
their arguments by stating that Mr. Jefferson in 
the year 1792, while Secretary of State, advo- 
cated a naval defence in a celebrated report made 
to Congress. And here permit me to remark, 
that so far from that report authorizing the in- 
ference which has been drawn, it affords strong 
evidence that Mr. Jefferson considered a navy 
neither competent to the protection of commerce, 
nor to the defence of the country. What was 
the object of that report, and what were the cir- 
cumstances which produced it? The House of 
Representatives called on the Secretary of State 
to report to Congress the nature and extent of 
the restrictions which were imposed by foreign 
nations on the commerce of the United States, 
and the measures which he should think proper 
to be adopted for the improvement of commerce 
and navigation. If the Secretary of State thought 
a naval force proper for that purpose, it was his 
duty to recommend it, and he would unquestion- 
ably have done so, If, on the contrary, it is not 
enumerated among the measures advised, the in- 
ference in relation to his opinion on the subject is 
clear and conclusive. The report is of consider- 
able length, and I will not read it to the House. 
lt is sufficient for my argument to remark that it 
details the restrictions and vexations to which the 
commerce of the United States was subjected by 
foreign nations; enforces the necessity of secur- 
ing the carriage of our commodities to market in 
our own vessels, and points out the appropriate 
means for effecting that object. Without repeat- 
ing the particular modes of retaliation which he 
proposed, it is only necessary to say that a naval 
force constituted no part of his system, and is 
not even mentioned. Now, sir, if any further 
evidence be required as to the opinion of Mr. 
Jefferson in relation to the policy of a naval es- 
tablishment, it may be found in the history of 
the eight years during which he presided over 
the national concerns. It should be remembered 
that during a considerable part of that term there 
was regularly an annual surplus of revenue, and 
his duty demanded that he should recommend 
from time to time the objects on which the wel- 
fare of the nation required its expenditure. In 
the whole course of those prosperous years, when 
loans and taxes were never heard of, did he ever 
advise an increase of the Navy, this “ most ap- 
i : va D 
propriate, adequate, and cheap defence?” No, 
sir, never. He did recommend the building of 
gunboats for the protection of our ports and har- 
bors; and the experience of other nations has 
proved that they are better calculated for that 
object than any naval force whatsoever. But 
we are told that the views which some of us 
entertain on this subject, are the result of preju- 


| dice. What, permit me to inquire, have been the 


‘effects of this prejudice? It has exempted the 
nation from a participation in the ruinous wars 
of Europe, to which, if in possession of a fleet, 
we should have long since have been a party. It 
has reduced the public debt from eighty-three 
millions of dollars to less than thirty-four, and in 
so much diminished the public burdens—a debt, 
which had been increased by the profuse.expend- 
itures of former Administrations. The. people 
have rapidly advanced in wealth; they have en- 
| joyed the fruits of their honest industry, and they. 
{have been happy. The whole country has pre- 
‘sented a scene of contentment and prosperity 
i which is unexampled in the world; and, if such 
are the glorious consequences of * prejudice,” I 
acknowledge its influence, and will not consent 
to abandon it. That we are now beset with 
troubles and embarrassments, no man will deny ; 
nor can it be believed that they could have been 
| averted, or would now be removed, by the pro-. 
posed naval force. 

England captures our vessels sailing to the 
Continent, and condemns them under her Orders. 
in Council. .Our other losses have resulted prin- 
cipally from confiscations under municipal regu- 

i lations. Now, I would ask, of what avail would 
be any naval force which the resources of this. 
country could furnish, in remedying these evils ? 
There is not an intelligent merchant in the na- 

Í tion who would accept a convoy to the conti- 

| nent of Europe; he would prefer the chance of 
escaping the British cruisers by-his own exer- 
tions and enterprise. And if England with her 
thousand ships has failed to break down the con- 
tinental system, it cannot be imagined that a few. 
American frigates would frighten Napoleon out 
of his purposes, Indeed it is difficult to conceive 
how ships can afford protection to property after 
it is landed within his dominions. Oa the high 
seas the navy of England, unrivalled as it is, has 
not heen able to protect her commerce from the 
depredations of French privateers, nor will it 
from ours if we shall be engaged in war with 
her. Did not the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Cusves,) whose distinguished talents. 
have been exerted in behalf of the present bill, 
declare to the House that England is weakest on 
the ocean; that she could not protect her com- 
merce; and shall the United States expect to ac- 
complish an object by a few ships which hun- 
dreds have been found incompetent to attain? 
Unquestionably if the navy of England is incom- 
petent to the protection of her commerce ; if, 
after having expended millions and hundreds of 
millions on her naval establishment she is still. 
weakest on the ocean, we are furnished with an 
insuperable argument against the proposed meas-. 
ure. Reference has been made to the events of 
1798, and gentlemen, aware that the people of 
the United States condemned the project of a 
| navy at that time, say it may have been wrong. 
then and right now. I can readily perceive how 
the reverse of this proposition might be true, but 
the case as stated cannot be correct. Whether 
we look at the resources of the country, or the 
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state of the world, reasons may be- urged fora 
naval establishment then, which are totally inap- 
. plicable to present times and circumstances. The 
` object was to oppose the depredations of French 
cruisers; and considering the small naval force 
of France compared with that of England, the 
force then proposed was probably adequate to 
effect it. But at present our resources and means 
cannot furnish any naval force but which it it is 
admitted will be inadequate; and really if I were 
an advocate for the proposed system, I would 
frankly acknowledge that the opposition of the 
Republicans in 1798 was wrong, and that the 
then ruling party were right. Wearetold, how- 


only instrument which can ever be successfully 
wielded against the liberties of this people. If, 
then, wars produce corruption, and owing to the 
local situation and circumstances of this country, 
a navy is an instrument better calculated to cre- 
ate wars than an army, I think it follows conclu- 
sively that it is more dangerous to the public lib- 
erty. That both are inimical to peace, was at 
least believed by the framers of the Constitution, 
It is provided that no State shall, without the 
consent of Congress, “keep troops or ships of 
| war in time of peace.” Why, if a naval force 


ever, that in 1798 the people also condemned i be “ perfectly innoxious to the public liberty,” 
.armies and loans and ‘taxes, and that to be con- | was this restriction imposed on the States? In 
sistent we should vote against them now. Sir,! no other view than that which I have stated, 
the opposition to armies, loans, and taxes at that | could such a'restriction have been necessary, or 


time, resulted from a conviction on the public 
mind, not that they must be improper under any 
circumstances, but that they were then unneces- 
sary. lt was a system of patronage and expense 
evidently without a legitimate object, and there- 
fore justly condemned. There was no foreign 
enemy on which the Army could possibly oper- 
ate; and it was obvious that it could not have been 
intended to defend the country against a foreign 
foe.. How is the case now? The public senti- 
ment has called for war with England, and an 
army, therefore, is necessary to our defence, and 
to attack the neighboring ‘possessions of the ene- 
my. But the opposition to a naval establish- 
ment was founded not on the time nor circum- 
stances, because if war with France was proper, 
a naval force, being adequate to inflict a deep 
wound upon her, was not without an object, as 
was the Army; on the contrary, the arguments 
against a navy were drawn from the nature of 
the thing itself, as when established being a per- 
manent evil, incompatible with the peace and 
welfare of the country. And I concur perfectly 
in the opinion that the liberties.of this country 
are more likely to be endangered by navies than 
armies, although there is no ground to apprehend 
a direct subversion from either. We are exernpted 
from such an apprehension by the extent of ter- 
ritory over which our population is scattered ; the 
habits, feelings, and pursuits of the people; the 
nature of our institutions, and the various cir- 
cumstances which distinguish the United States 
from the rest of the world. When the British 
possessions to the North shall have been taken, it 
is scarcely possible that ambition can find a pre- 
text for raising a considerable army. 
apparent, as it will be, that there is no proper 
object against which an army can act, the people 
will frown on every attempt to raise one, as they 
did in 1798. Build a navy, and there will always 
be plausible pretexts for increasing it. Your 
navy, as all navies have done from their original 
institution, will produce wars, and wars will fur- 
nish arguments for inereasing your navy. That 
such will be the course of events, the history of 
every naval Power that has existed fully demon- 
strates. 


If it be} 


| would it have secured the assent of the States. 
| Another argument has been urged in favor of 
the bill, which, if well founded, would be con- 
| clusive. It is, that the Constitution imperiously 
enjoins on Congress the providing of a navy. 
“ Congress shall have power to provide and main- 
tain a navy.” Such are the words of the Con- 
stitution ; and in order to show that so far from 
being imperative they only delegate a discretion- 
ary power which -may or may not be exercised, 
i as Congress shall judge proper, I will call the at- 
tention of the House to other powers granted in 
| similar terms. “ Congress shall have power to 
jeomee money, to raise and support armies, to 
{ grant Jetters of marque and reprisal.” Now, if 
ithere be an imperative obligation to provide a 
navy independent of all circumstances whatso- 
ever, we are equally bound to exercise the other 
powers. The grant in each case is certainly the 
same, and therefore necessarily entitled to the 
same construction. If, however, the construction 
for which some have contended were correct, I 
would ask the gentleman from South Carolina, 
| (Mr. Cueves,) what becomes of his favorite pro- 
ject of manning a navy by withholding commis- 
sions of marque and reprisal. The gentleman, 
when told that a fleet could not be manned with- 
' out impressment, replied that on the eve of war 
j we had nothing to do but to refuse comunissions 
; to privateers until a competent number of sea- 
| men for tlre naval service was procured. But if 
| 


the authority to provide a navy were imperative, 
i that to issue letters of marque and reprisal would 
, be equally so, and consequently they could not be 
l withheld. 
We are told, however, sir, that a navy is indis- 
j pensable to the protection of commerce, and that 
jit is the bounden duty of Congress to protect 
| commerce, cost what it may. I deny the cor- 
| rectness of either proposition. Commerce is the 
lact of buying and selling. and has gain for its 
: object. Prosecute it at an expense greater than 
| its profits, and the object is totally lost. An indi- 
Í vidual engaged in any species of trade will aban- 
| don it whenever it becomes a losing business, and 
ia wise Government, in extending its protecting 


The West India islands are at your | powers, will be influenced by the same principle. 


doors, and afford temptations which with a naval | If Congress undertakes to protect a portion of 
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the community, in a braach of commerce, at an 
annual expense greater than its profits would pay, 
it can only be done by taking money from the | that have been peculiarly commercial, have been 
pockets of others, in violation of the Constitu- peculiarly corrupt. Foran example, I refer gen- 
tional injunction to promote the general welfare. | tlemen to Holland, from whom they have drawn 
Sir, the object of Government is to promote the arguments in support of their system of naval 
security and happiuess of the people. In attain- power. The idea, Mr. Speaker, which I wish to 
ing ‘that object, there are certain indispensable convey, is, that notwithstanding. the intimate 
duties which must be performed, or allegiance | connexion which subsists between agriculture and 
ceases. The person and property of the citizen | commerce, the interest of the latter may be pro- 
while within the country are, as a matter of | moted at the expense of the former State; that such 
right, entitled to protection from foreign and do- | has generally been the case, and that it will prob- 
mestic violence, cost what it may. But how far | ably continue to be so in all countries where com- 
protection shall be afforded without your juris- | mercial influence isextensive. The magnanimity. 
dictional limits, is altogether a subject of policy. | which has been displayed by the planting and 
National independence is a perfect right, and | farming interests of this country, in affording pro- 
must be maintained at every hazard. Foreign | tection to the commercial, ought not to be over- 
commerce is an. imperfect right, which cannot be j looked. Does not your statute book furnish con- 
exercised without the consent of parties inde- | clusive evidence that commerce has been fostered 
pendent of each other; and the extent to which | at the expense of agriculture? The great body 
protection should be afforded always has been, | of the people derive, comparatively, scarcely any 
and, from the nature of the rights, always must | benefit from your system of drawbacks, diserimi- 
be, a matter of calculation. One nation may or | nating duties, &c., and although it is probably the 
may not trade with another, and there is no in- | source of our present troubles, it has not been 
fringement of its rights; but an attack on a per- | abandoned. The jealousy of England in relation 
fect right is a violation of the laws of natureand | to the extensive carrying trade of the United 
of nations, and deraands the most prompt resist- | States which has grown out of that system, was 
ance. But supposing you were authorized to com- | fully manifested in the late treaty negotiated by 
pel France or any other nation to buy your pro- | Mr. Monroe; and it is not improbable thata relin- 
ducts, it requires no arguments to prove that such | quishment of the system at that time might have 
an effect could not result from a naval establish- | produced an adjustment of our differences. But, 
ment. | sir, this is not enough; the people must be taxed 
Permit me to notice, however, a new system of | to build a navy. Twelve seventy-fours and 
political economy, which has been introduced in | twenty frigates are wanted, and, as we are told, 
the course of the present discussion. We have | will be competent to protect commerce, and de- 
heard that the merchant pays the revenue which | fend a seacoast of two thousand miles. They are 
supports the Government; that commerce is the | at the same moment to protect your trade at least 
annual capital of the country, amounting to six | as far as the Gulf Stream ; defend the mouths of 
hundred millions of dollars; and we are asked, | the Mississippi, Boston, New York, and all the in- 
“will you abandon that capital?” I had always i termediate ports and harbors. If, indeed, those 
been taught to belicve that the revenue was drawn | objects could be secured by the proposed force, it 
from the purses of the consumers, and that the act | must possess attributes which have never belonged 
of buying and selling was distinguishable from } to any similar establishment. It is said that Eng- 
the article bought or sold. The fact is, that the | land, with all her ships of war, “is weakest on the 
merchant only. advances the revenue or gives j ocean;” and yet, from the same quarter, we learn 
bond to pay it, but the amount is added to the ; the incalculable advantages which are to be .de- 
cost of his goods; aud he is eventually reimbur- | rived from a few frigates and seventy-fours, The 
sed by the consumer with a profit. The people | truth is, that conquest and oppression were the 
of the United States therefore, who consume the | objects for which navies have been instituted, and 
goods, pay the revenue, and not the merchant. | to such they have always been applied. The 
The capital of commerce is the annual surplus | same motives which gave rise to standing armies 
products of the country, which haveneveramount- | on the Continent of Europe, produced the British 
ed to fifty millions of dollars, Still Iam not dis- i navy ; and they have both been used for the same 
posed to abandon commerce, because, as I have j purposes. But, say gentlemen, this is an argu- 
before remarked, it is indispensable, in a great de- | ment drawn from abuse, and may be urged against 
gree, to the prosperity of agriculture. ‘They are, {| the use of any and every power. I admit that 
indeed, as has been said by the gentleman from | this remark is in general correct, but it does not 
New York (Mr. Mrrcuitu,) “twin sisters,” and | follow that all powers are equally liable to abuse, 
yet they are very unlike in character. Agricul-|nor that there are none which if used will cer- 
ture, the elder sister, is contented, frank, and un- | tainly be abused. For example—the Constitu- 
suspicious—always making sacrifices, never re- | tion deprives the States of the power to keep ships 
ceiving any in return. Commerce, the younger | of war in time of peace, while in the exercise of 
sister, is cunning, avaricious, and rapacious—never | other important powers they are not restrained. 
satisfied unless her gains are commensurate with | Why this particular restriction? The peculiar 
her desires. Such are their characters as fur- | liberty of this power, if used, to be abused. I re- 
nished by history. There is no instance of the} peat, then, that navies are calculated to produce 
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mischief, bat that they never have been compe- 
tent to protect and perpetuate the commerce of 
any nation. Holland was an extensively com- 
mercial and naval Power, and how was her com- 
merce destroyed? The advocates of a navy 
have furnished the answer:—by the navigation 
system of England. Certain municipal commer- 
cial regulations in the British -ports ruined the 
trade ‘of Holland, her navy to the contrary not- 
withstanding. Well, sir, what is the inference? 
That a navy is necessary or adequate to the 
maintenance of commerce? Unquestionably not. 
it proves all the opponents to this bill can desire: 
that commerce is neither dependent on such pro- 
tection, nor capable of being maintained by it. 
The best support to trade is the ability of a na- 
tion. to furnish on the most reasonable terms such 
articles as are necessary to the wants or conveni- 
ences of others; and, as evidence of the fact, I 
would refer to the history of our own country. 
The commerce of the United States has flour- 
ished beyond example without a navy, while Eng- 
land with her great maritime force has not been 
able to compete with the enterprise of our mer- 
chants, What is the condition of England, and 
what the state of her commerce? She is shut 
out from the continent of Europe, and from this 
country. Her merchants are becoming bankrupts; 
her manufacturers in a situation the most miser- 
able, and the nation is writhing under the conse- 
quences of-a system produced by the inordinate 
ambition which has resulted from its naval supe- 
riority. And although a great naval force has 
been competent to create such wretchedness, it is 
found to be perfectly inadequate to its relief. Na- 
poleon, by municipal regulations, has suspended 
the commerce of England, which supported her 
navy, but which her navy cannot defend nor pro- 
tect. Itis true, that, in consequence of her mari- 
time strength, France dare not send a ship of war 
to sea; but it is not less true, that the continental 
system has inflicted a wound upon her commerce 
equal to that which she has been able to inflict 
on the commerce of others. And permit me to re- 
mark, thatif Bonaparte, with probably more than 
an hundred ships-of-the-line, is unable to protect 
foreign commerce, it would appear difficult to con- 
ceive how we could effect that object with ten frig- 
ates, or twelve seventy-fours and twenty frigates. 
I conclude, then, sir, that commerce and naval 
power are not identified, and that opposition to the 
one, affords no presumption of hostility tothe other. 
We are hostile to the proposed navy, because it is 
inadequate to the object for which it is intended, 
and because it is calculated to involve the nation 
in useless and wasteful expenditures. We deduce 
from history, that, while naval Powers have pos- 
sessed the ability and disposition to annoy the 
commerce of others, they have not been able to 
protect and perpetuate their own. 

But, for national defence, a navy is “the most 
appropriate, adequate, and cheap.” As to its 
cheapness, it is only necessary to remark that the 
pay of a soldier is Give dollars per month, and 
that of seamen in the naval service twelve dollars. 
And as to the comparative view of expenditures 


on a navy and fortifications, which has been pre- 
sented by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Cueves,) 1 cannot perceive its bearing on 
the present question. If, as the gentleman seems 
to suppose, tlie proposed Naval Establishment 
would dispense with fortifications, the compari- 
son would be applicable; but a reference to the 
report with which ‘he has furnished the House, 
will clearly show that such is not the calculation. 

The Secretary of the Navy remarks, that twelve 
seventy-fours and twenty frigates “would be com- 
petent,”"— uniting, occasionally, in operations 
with gunboats already, built, if equipped and 
brought into service, and our fortifications” “to 
afford complete protection toour harbors” Thusit 
appears, that gunboats and fortifications, both of 
which the gentleman from South Carolina has 
excluded from the cost of defence, are to be con- 
sidered a part of the estimate. The whole of 
this “cheap defence” would cost for building and 
one year’s service (leaving out of view the sums 
already expended) more than the whole amount 
of our revenue in the most prosperous years, and 
far more than that which it is probable will be 
incurred in any short period. But suppose this 
fleet were built and equipped, would it afford 
complete poi to our harbors? No, sir. 
Did not the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Lownves,) one of the advocates of a navy, 
declare to the House, that one British seventy- 
four could block up the harbor of New York, in 
defiance of your existing Naval Establishment? 
And yet we are told by other advocates that one 
American vessel of the same rate will be equal 
tothree of England. Let us examine the reason- 
ing on which this latter ‘position is founded. It 
is assumed as a fact, from which very forcible 
conclusions have been drawn, that our navy is 
not to be separated, while at the same time It is 
to defend our extensive seacoast; and that the 
enemy is to be attacked “in detail, when his ves- 
sels may be scattered.” How a few ships are to 
defend an extent of fifteen hundred or two thou- 
sand miles, and always to be kept together, is be- 
yond my limited comprehension; nor do I per- 
ceive why the vessels of the enemy should be 
scattered. It does, indeed, appear to me that the 
reverse of these propositions will be found true. 
If the proposed force is intended to defend our 
numerous ports and harbors, it must necessarily 
be divided and apportioned among them; other- 
wise, it will not be applied to the contemplated 
objects. 

The assailing force has but one object to attain, 
and that is, to attack the most vulnerable points. 
While our vessels, therefore, must be scattered, 
from the necessity of the case, and continually 
liable to be attacked by a superior force, the 
enemy will separate, or not, as inducements may 
present themselves. But the American vessels, 
say gentlemen, will have the advantage of find- 
ing refuge and security, when attacked by supe- 
rior force, in our ports. What, sir! teach your 
commanders the art of runniug, and at the same 
time rely on them for the defence of the country? 
It is an art which I am persuaded will not be 
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learnt by a Rodgers or Decatur, and I am unwil- 
ling to place them in a situation where they must 
necessarily encounter a foree so much greater 
than any we can furnish. as to render defeat in- 
evitable. As to any advantage which is expected 
from “ our superior knowledge of the shoals with 
which our seacoast abound,” in the “fogs to 
which it is peculiarly subject,” I will only remark, 
that the best charts of the coast. which are used 
by our mariners are of British manufacture. And 
as to the idea which has been expressed, that 
England cannot send a naval force to the Ameri- 
can station superior to that which it is proposed 


to create, I really cannot discover the source. 


from which such an extraordinary conclusion is 
drawn. England has in commission at this mo- 
ment near eight hundred vessels, of which one 
hundred and sixty are ships-of-the-line. Of the 
latter, she has also in ordinary upwards of a hun- 
dred, and supposing she could not spare a compe- 
tent force from her existing establishment, what 
is to binder her from manning and equipping 
fifty ships-of-the-line for the purpose of destroy- 
ing the navy of the United States?- She has 
one hundred and forty thousand seamen in her 
merchant vessels, whose services she commands 
by impressment whenever they are wanted for 
naval operations; and, in fact, she has nothing to 
do but to will the destruction of your twelve 
seventy-fours and twenty frigates, and they are 
destroyed. In thus acknowledging our inferiority 
to Great Britain on the Ocean, it may be added 
that every other nation is in the same situation, 
and that we have it in our power to retaliate on, 
and for the injuries we have suffered. Sir, the 
people of this country will not believe that their 
safety depends on ships of war. Their virtue, 
strength, and patriotism, are the foundation of 
national security, and while those attributes re- 
main unimpaired, there is nothing to fear from 
foreign or domestic enemies. 

I have so far, Mr. Speaker, considered princi- 
pally the efficiency of a Naval Establishment, on 
the supposition that our resources and form of 
government would enable us to support it. I will 
now endeavor to show that in this country the 
manning of a navy to any considerable extent 
could not be effected without resorting, in viola- 
tion of the Constitution, to the odious practice of 
impressment. Gentlemen are certainly mistaken 
in supposing that a navy could be ‘manned here 
as cheap as in England. Her seamen are paid 
thirty shillings a month, ours twelve dollars, and 
frequently more. She compels them to engage 
and serve for that sum—we rely on voluntary en- 
gagements. The ordinary pay of seamen in our 
merchant service is thirty dollars per month; and 
l would appeal to the common observation of 
any man to determine, whether it is probable they 
would relinquish that service for the purpose of 
receiving only twelve dollars. We find other 
nations incapable of manning their navies except 
by foree—France by maritime conscription, and 
England by impressment. 


necessaries of life) cannot obtain men for their 
naval service, without resorting to the most cruel 
violence, it should not be presumed that the Uni- 
ted States, abounding in the comforts of life to a 
greater extent than in population, would be more 
successful. The fallacy of the opinion that dur- 
ing war the pay in the merchant service would 
be so much lower than in times of peace, as to 
enable the Government to obtain seamen at‘a 
reasonable price, is fully proved by the experience 
of 1798. During the quasi war with France, the 
pay in merchant vessels was frorn twenty-six to 
thirty dollars; and I presume it will not be con- 
tended that the resources of the country would 
be competent at that rate to maintain a ‘Naval 
Establishment. 

It has been proposed, however, to obviate. this 
difficulty, by withholding commissions from pri- 
vateers. The seamen are thus to be thrown out 
of employment, that they may the more readily 
engage in the naval service. The effect of this 
project would be nearly the same as that of im- 
pressment—in the one case force would be ap- 
plied indirectly, and in the other directly. I see 
no difference, as it respects the citizen, whether 
he is forced into compliance by starvation or im- 
pressment. And if this system is to be adopted 
in relation to the Navy, it would be well to extend 
it to the Army also. A law has passed author- 
izing the raising of twenty-five thousand men; 
and it is feared that, according to the Constitu- 
tional mode of enlistment ‚a longer time will be 
required to collect that number than is desirable. 
Now, if a navy can be manned by a Legislative 
act which is intended to deprive the seamen of 
their means of subsistence, why not devise a plan 
for starving some other portions of the commu- 
nity, and iu that way-fill up the ranks of your 
Army? The one would be as just as the other, 
and buth would be equally efficacious. But there 
is a Constitutional provision which would render 
the proposed system wholly nugatory. The 
States are prohibited from keeping ships of war 
in time of peace only. It is obvious, therefore, 
that if the General Government attempt to force 
the seamen belonging to any State into their 
naval service, by refusing commissions to priva- 
teers, such States, by issuing commissions, may 
completely defeat your object. 

Thus, sir, if gentlemen are determined to make 
the United States a naval Power, they must re- 
sort to the same oppressive measures, which other 
countries have adupted—measures to which, I as- 
sert, the freemen of this country will never sub- 
mit. The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Cusves) abhors impressment, but at the same time 
contends that Congress has Constitutional author- 
ity to command the services of the citizens when 
and where they think proper. [t appears to me that 
if an individual is dragged from his home against 
his will, and committed to the ocean, it cannot 
be material by-what name you designate the act. 
To convey forcibly a freeman without the limits 


And, sir, if countries | of the United States, who had violated no law, 


overflowing with population, (a considerable pro- | committed no crime, isan exercise of sovereignty 
portion of which is withéut a sufficiency of the} which I verily believe the framers of the Consti- 
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tution never thought of delegating. In what |canism; which he drew in with his first breath, 


terms is this extraordinary power granted? 
“Congress shall have power to provide and 
maintain a Navy.” From this expression alone, 

` gentlemen, for the first time since the adoption 
of the Constitution—for until now the doctrine 
was never heard of—have considered the power 
implied which places the liberties of this people 
completely at the mercy of the General Govern- 
ment. If such an authority as this can be drawn 
by implication, all the restrictions contained in 
the Coustitution are nugatory, “ Congress shall 
have power to burrow, money,” &c. Here isa 
similar grant of power; and indubitably if, under 
the authority to provide a Navy, you can deprive 
the citizen of his liberty, it follows, that under 
authority to borrow, you may force him to lend 
his money. So, under the power “to raise and 
support armies,’ you may compel enlistments; 
and thus your authority over the persons and 
purses of the people becomes unlimited. Sir, 
such a doctrine, I am persuaded, will never be 
sanctioned by this House. 

Mr. B. said, his indisposition would not per- 
mit him to say more upon the subject. He con- 
sidered it impracticable to carry into effect the 
proposed system, without subverting the foun- 
dations of the Constitution; and he would not 
consent to destroy the teniple of liberty for the 
purpose of building on its ruins a Naval Estab- 
lishment. 

Mr. Neuson said he would make a few re- 
marks on this question, as this was the first op- 
portunity which he had found of offering his sen- 
timents on a subject, considered, on all hands, as 
of the first importance to the country. It was 
not for his own gratification that he should tres- 
pass on the patience of the House; not because 
he feared to send out his vote unaccompanied by 
a speech; not because those who in any way 
favor the Naval Establishment are charged with 
anti-republican principles, Considerations of this 
kind he disregarded. It was true that he, like 
every other Republican in this House, was alive 
to the dangers to which the liberties of the coun- 
try might be exposed from large navy or army 
establishments. But he had no fears from any 
naval establishment at present proposed, nor from 
the expense to be incurred in carrying it into 
effect. Nor had he any fears from an additional 
army of twenty-five thousand men, so long asa 
spirit. of republicanism and a love of liberty pre- 
dominates in this country; but if, by indulging 
in luxury, and giving way to a corruption of 
manners, the pure fountain of republicanism 
should hereafter become polluted, then we might 
have some ground to fear the effects of a stand- 
ing army of even twenty-five thousand men, 
drawn round some ambitious military chief, who 
might turn them against the Government. 

Economy, said Mr. N., is the life and heart of 
every republican Government. Tt was a devia- 
tion from this principle which destroyed a former 
Administration (Mr. Adams’s) and brought into 
existence the present republican Government. 
So long as he felt those attachments to-republi- 


so long would he lift up his hand against the im- 
| provident expenditure of public money, and en- 
deavor to keep the Government within those 
rules of economy which brought itvinto existence, 
But, though he was an advocate for economy, he 
was not for withholding’ appropriations for any 
expenditure which he believed necessary for the 
public safety; nor would the people of this coun- 
try ever disapprove expenditures of this kind. 

Mr. N. was well aware that, at the time the 
Republican Administration came -into power, 
there had been great complaints against the 
wasteful expenditure of public money; for having 
raised an army and increased the Navy without 
necessity; for having constituted a long list of 
offices unnecessary for the due administration of 
justice, and for having, in many things, departed 
from the true principles of republican economy, 

But, in all the complaints which were made 
against the extravagance of. that day, Mr. N, 
never heard it denied that a moderate naval force 
was necessary for the protection of the coasts and 
harbors of this country. And he did not mean 
to advocate the building of a navy which should 
be able to meet the navy of Great Britain on the 
ocean. He wished for such a. one only as would 
protect our commerce in cur own waters, and be 
able to drive off any vessel of war which should 
come upon our coast for the purpose of annoying 
and distressing us. 

He would forbear to make any insinuations 
which might be calculated to wound the feelings 
of any gentleman ; but he thought, when co lib- 
| 


erala land force had been granted, some atten- 
tion ought to be paid to the wishes of gentlemen 
who deemed a small increase of our Navy as ab- 
solutely necessary for our protection. What was 
our object in raising an army of twenty-five 
thousand men? Was it not to obtain redress for 
injuries committed on our maritime and commer- 
cial rights? Were the injuries committed on the 
land? Ceriainly they were not. Will the cap- 
ture of Canada compel Great Britain to respect 
our commercial rights in future? He did not 
believe it would. Canada was not of much use 
| to Great Britain, nor would it be of much benefit 
tous. It is possible, however, the apprehension 
| of losing Canada may influence Great Britain to 
repeal or modify her Orders in Council; if so, it 
will be very well; but if we proceed to take that 
country, she will not surrender that which she 
enjoys without restraint for the restoration of a 
barren rock; for, according to his ideas, Canada 
was of no advantage to Great Britain but asa 
road and harbor for her vessels. 
Mr. N. said it was unnecessary to prove that 
this country had just cause of war against Great 
i Britain; this had been acknowledged by their 
pown Minister, in his correspondence with our 
| Secretary of State. The condnet of this Gov- 
‘ernment has been strictly impartial to both the 
| belligerents; none but a madman would insinuate 
the contrary. The same terms had been offered to 
both nations, and, if one accepted, and the other 
i rejected them, they haf each their own choice. 
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Both belligerents, Mr. N. said, have disregarded 
our neutral rights ; have not considered what was 
due to us asa neutral; but rather how much in- 
jury and injustice a neutral country would sub- 
mit to. Whence has this proceeded? From our 
own acquiescence, Because we did not resist 
the first aggression, but acquiesced until accumu- 
lated injuries of both nations overwhelmed us 
with violence. But we have, at length, deter- 
mined manfully to rise and maintain our rights, 
not by bulletins and resolutions, not by appearing 
only to take war measures, but in a manner that 
shali convince our enemy, and the world, that we 
are in earnest. 

But, will it be sufficient to raise a land force to 
go against the British provinces? Suppose, Mr. 
N. said, we get possession of the two Canadas, 
New Brunswick and Halifax, shall we have ob- 
tained the objects for which we take up arms? 
Certainly not. It will be necessary, therefore, 
that we should make every exertion to raise a 
force with which to protect and enforce our mari- 
time rights. 

If the resources of the United States were com- 
petent to the object, he would say, establish such 
a Navy as shall be able to cope with the British 
fleet at sea; but he knew this was not practica- 
ble; but we onght to do as much as we are able 
todo; we ought to put our Navy on the best foot- 
ing, as it is on the water that our rights are as- 
sailed. But he did not wish to extend his views 
further at present, than a sufficient force to clear 
our coasts of pirates and picaroons, to protect our 
ports and harbors, our coasting and our West 
India trade. 

Mr. N. thought it necessary to make this effort, 
in order to convince the nations of Europe that 


the representations heretofore made of this coun- ! 


try, were erroneous; to show them that we are 
competent to make exertions for the defence of 
our national rights, and willing to do so when- 
ever necessary. He did not wish this nation to 
be considered as a great naval and military na- 
tion; but he wished the world to know, that we 
are-‘at all times able and willing to maintain our 
rights whenever they are assailed ; when we shall 
have established this character, said Mr. N., our 
rights will be respected. 

Is commerce of no avail to this country? 
What is it that gives a spring to your agricul- 
ture? Itiscommerce. What isit that fills your 
Treasury? Commerce. What paid your na- 
tional debt? Commerce. What was it which 
procured a sale for your surplus produce? It is 
foreign commerce. If it produce all these bene- 
fits to the country, is it not, then, worth protec- 
tion ? 

Commerce, both foreign and domestic, is ne- 
cessary for this country. In a manufacturing 
country, a nation may, perhaps, dispense with 
commerce; but here, where we have no manu- 
factures of any consequence; where agriculture 
is our chief interest, we could not exist without 
a commerce to find a market for the produce of 
our lands. But gentlemen say, our imposts are 
disguised taxes, which are anti-republican. He 
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did not think so. The people, Mr. N. said, under- 
stand the nature of an impost duty as well as we 
do. They know it is a duty laid on imported 
articles, which, if they purchase, they pay ; but 
they are at liberty to purchase them or not. Bat 
no man can avoid paying a direct tax, and if you 
have not the money to pay, your property will be 
sold to produce it. A . 

Mr. N. said, an idea had suggested itself to 
him, which he would submit to the Committee, 
We have tried the restrictive system in order to 
protect our commerce, and found it ineffectual, 
and are about to resort to another course. The 
expenses of the war will have to be provided for 
by loans, and it is proposed to resort to direct 

taxes in order to enable us to pay the interest of 
these loans. To prevent the necessity of having 
recourse to this mode of taxation, which would 
prove very oppressive to the people in some parts 
of the country, he would propose a repeal of the 
non-importation law, and by this means, we 
should not only get the goods wanting for our 
trade with the Indians, but draw money into our 
Treasury from impost duty; and if we had re- 
course to war, he saw no necessity for keeping 
this law in force. 

Whence has arisen the opinion, at this time, 
Mr. N. said, that to extend our Navy would be 
attended with bad consequences—that it would 
be anti-republican? Canit have been the caba- 
listic effect produced by the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury? Or from what other 
cause? None of these apprehensions were enter- 
tained when the army bill was before the House, 
and he thought the danger to be apprehended 
from an army was infinitely greater than from a 
Navy Betablishment. Mr. N. concluded with 
some further observations in favor of building the 

ten frigates proposed by the bill, and against 
striking out the section. 

Mr. BurweLL moved to postpone the subject 
until the 4th of February. As the decision of 
this question had nothing to do with the prepara- 
| tory measures for war, he supposed no inconve- 
| nience would be experienced from this postpone- 
meut. As there were, no doubt, many gentlemen 
who still wished to be heard on this subject, they 
would have time to prepare themselves; for, as 
this debate had continued little more than three 
weeks, they could scarcely be expected now to 
be prepared ; besides, their arguments would then 
be new; whereas, if they were now delivered, 
they would appear a mere repetition. He hoped 
the House would indulge him in this motion, as 
this subject swallowed up every other. There 
are a number of important bills before the House. 
Our table is loaded with business, and if the course 
which he proposed was not taken, after a session 
of six or eight months, Congress would adjourn 
without having done the business for which they 
met. Besides, he was something like the Eng- 
lish priest, who, having expressed a fondness for 
partridges, was served with them until he was 
almost surfeited.. He began to want a change of 
fare. He had heard enough about a Navy; he 
would be glad of a little variety. If he had 
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question in ten or twelve days, he would not have | 
made the motion; but at present he saw no end | 
to the debate. 

Some gentlemen appearing willing to debate 
this motion, Mr. B. withdrew it; and after a few 
remarks from Mr. Suitts against the Navy— 

Mr. Wivcery said:—The subject of the bill 
on the table had been so ably discussed, that it 
would seem as if nothing more could be said 
onthesubject. By the Constitution of the United 
States, Congress are empowered to build and sup- 
port a navy. The framers of the compact, no 
doubt, thought it necessary to have a navy, or 
this provision would not have been made in the 
Constitution. It is the duty of a neutral nation 
to keep peace and order within her own jurisdic- 
tion—she ought to he able to compel obedience 
to her laws; and, for this purpose. it is necessary 
to have such an establishment of legal powers, as 
shall pervade the utmost limits of her jurisdiction 
—a government in which the belligerents, when 
they come within your harbors, may feel safe, 
otherwise they will be afraid to come and trade 
with you, lest they should get entrapped by their 
enemy. It is certainly the duty of a neutral Pow- 
er to govern their own harbors, as well on water 
as on land: for this purpose, it is absolutely nc- 
cessary that you should have a small navy, or at 
least some addition to what you have already 
got, in order to compel submission to the laws and 

ordinances of your Government; anything short 
of this will leave your system incomplete, and of 


lo 
i as 


thought there were any chance of getting the | and rivers of a neutral nation, and lie there in 


wait for her enemies, who might be trading with 
the neutral? This, I presume, will not be con- 
tended for; nor will E contend for the whole of 
our rights, at this time. I now come to the wa- 
ters within our own territory. It is absolutely 
necessary to have a more efficient navy than you 
now have to govern your harbors in times of peace. 
Let me call your attention to the insolent answer 
of a British commander, not long since, in the 
Delaware. When ordered off by the collector, 
in pursuance of our laws, did he not send word 
that he had a very good berth, and that he lay very 
well at his mooring? This wasin plain English 
telling the United States he would go when he 
pleased. Sir, soon after the British armed ships 
were interdicted the waters of the United States 
by the President’s proclamation, was there not a 
more high-handed violation committed by the 
commander of a British armed vessel in the port 
of Charleston, South Carolina? Will it be in 
your power to prevent the like insults on your 
Government, unless you have a sufficient force to 
spread along your coast? Sir, if we are to have 
a war, one gun afloat, in a good ship, is worth ten 
on land. They can be sent from place to place, 
along shore, as the occasion may require. Guns 
on shore are stationary ; a ship, with a fair wind 
and tide, will pass them nine times out of ten; 
but if she passes another ship, she may meet her 


| again when she least expects it. But, say the 


gentlemen, the English will have them as soon 
you have built them. Sir, if the captain of 


course incompetent to the purposes for which it] a British ship should see an American of equal 


was established. 
of your jurisdiction? Sir, were I to fix them, I 
should say the limits on the Southeast should be 
the Gulf Stream, a line drawn by the God of na- 
ture, and one which no maritime traveller can 
mistake. When the armed ships of any nation 
were hovering on our coast, within that line, I 
would order them off as intruders. In this case 
I apprehend some will think me extravagant. be- 
cause, by the law of nations, the extreme distance 
from land appears to have been fixed at three 
miles; this law may very well apply to the Eu- 
ropean nations, because in many cases nature has 
so bounded the ocean as to compel them to pass 
narrow straits, in order to get to and from their 
own kingdoms ; such are the Straits of Gibraltar, 
the British Channel, St. George’s Channel, the 
narrow passintothe Baltic, and many other places; 
three miles from each shore would leave but scant 
room for them to pass with head winds. This doc- 
trine cannot apply to the United States; she has no 
passway through which itis necessary for other na- 
tions to travel with their ships; we may therefore 
fairly conclude, if they are found cruising on our 
coast, Within the Gulf, it is for the purpose of dep- 
redating on our commerce. But there is another 
reason why three miles from laud will not apply 
in this country :—for instance, you may be twen- 
ty miles up the Delaware or Chesapeake, and not 


be within three miles of the shore. Didany ration- | gentlemen are so candid as to say 


al man ever presume that a belligerent hada right, 
according to the law of nations, to go up the bays 


What are the extreme limits | 


force, he will be very careful not to crowd sail in 
order to get himself into difficulty ; nor will the 
American in that case be in a hurry to get off. 
| If an American frigate meets one more than her 
match, she can run from her; and it is well un- 
derstood that no frigates on the ocean can outsail 
the American frigates. Itis said they will rot 
and decay; so will your houses—yet every man 
wants a house to protect him from the inclemen- 
cy of the weather. This negative reason will go 
to the annihilation of the human species; all men 
are born to die—therefore, take no pains to nurse 
aod bring up our tender offspring. Surely this 
kind of opposition cannot have weight with this 
Committee. But there is another reason: they 


are “the means of external war; they invite ag- ' 
t gressions, and hence the Danes lost their fleet » 


í at Copenhagen—our ships would share the same 
‘ fate.” There is no similarity in the two cases: 
as well might gentlemen contpare the dim taper 
of a damp cell to the bright luminary of Heaven. 


Copenhagen is onan island, surrounded with nav- . 
igable water, that enabled the British flect to land - 


i A DEA 
| an army on one side and lay their fleet on the 
other, and at the same time prevent their getting 


a reinforcement from the mainland. 


cannot be prevented. Bnt 
they never will 
vole anything to the support of commerce, a+ 
they believe it not for the interest of our country. 


from which assistance 


The Unt-. 
ted States are a continent, containing large rivers $ 
and harbors, in which her fleets may lie safe, and | 
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Sir, by comparison it is that we know the good 
from bad, or the lesser from the greater evil. In 
order, therefore, to see whether. commerce is so 
detrimental, or of no use to the country, let us 
look into those countries who have wrapped them- 


selves up in this kind of inland protection, and 


would have nothing to do with foreign commerce; 
are they a more happy people than ourselves? 
Are they not, on the contrary, the poorest and 
most distressed people on earth? Where you see 
thousands of poor, who have nothing to shelter 
them from the weather, and depending on cold 
charity for their support ? 

Look into the North; the Russians seek no 
foreign commerce with their own ships—are they 
amore happy people than we are? On the con- 
trary, the poor or common people in Russia have 
no will of their own; they are bought and sold 
with the lands to which they are attached, in the 
same way that the slaves in the West Indies or 
the South are bought and sold; they have noth- 
ing to live on but black bread and salt, a great part 
of the year: while, on.the contrary, the Court is 
the most splendid in all Europe. Is this a situa- 
tion to which gentlemen would wish to see the 
Americans reduced? I call on any gentleman 
in the hall to-show an instance where freedom 
was ever supported for any length of time, where 
commerce was precluded or did not flourish. I 
think it will not be attempted by the most stren- 
uous opposer of the commerce of this country. 
Where is this unwillingness of the people.to sup- 
port commerce to be found? in what section of 
the Union? In Massachusetts, where they have 
a regular organized militia of upwards of seventy 
thousand, hear of a man who is not willing to ap- 
ply a portion of the funds or income of the United 
States to the support of our commerce! Gentle- 
men say, take Canada for the support of com- 
merce; and when you ask themJwhat we are to 
get by that, the answer is, enforce the restrictive 
measures. Sir, this cannot be effected in a coun- 
try like ours; if you take Canada, unless you had 
more naval force than you now have, two British 
frigates would be able to prevent your getting in 
or out of the St. Lawrence; this will, therefore, 
have no effect in supporting your trade. Sir, 
when I voted for the Army, I did it in full ex- 
pectation that all the component parts of this 
Government were to be protected equally, accord- 
ing to their wants and necessities. The other 
day, when we voted for the Army, we made no 
complaint of our inability to raise a much larger 
Army than the Executive wished to ask for; we 
were rich then, but by some strange magic, just 
before we are to give our votes on the subject of 
afew additional frigates, a report is ushered in 
from the Secretary of the Treasury. Sir, if you 
eannot afford to go farther, reduce your Army, 
and in that proportion add to your naval force ; 
let those industrious citizens who inhabit your 
maritime towns have a proportion of the defence 
which is to be supported from their industry. 
Gentlemen say the consumer paysall; and, there- 
fore, the maritime towns have no more credit 
than the rest of the community. This rule has 


-exceptions: but admit it, for argument sake, and 


then it will be found that the maritime towns 
contribute a large portion of the money, which 
is paid into the public Treasury—they risk their 
large capitals; if you say they may insure it, still 
it is all done in and by the citizens of the mari- 
time towns. The same may be said, as to clo- 
thing and to spirituous liquors, sugar; and many 
other articles, which in the inland towns are made 
among themselves; so that in any point of view, 
which gentlemen may please to take of the case, 
the maritime towns are entitled to the notice of 
Government. The Army raised under the idea 
of supporting commerce is a farce, unless you 
lave a naval force to co-operate with it. ' Sir, 
you cannot support commerce, in the frozen re- 
gions of the North, nor on the mountains of the 
Alleghany. It must be done where commerce 
floats. Whence arises this mighty opposition to 
commerce? We seem to be like sheep, afraid of 
the water. Sir, I hope the hydrophobia has not 
got amongst us. Seven hundred thousand people 
at least are employed in your maritime towns, in 
commercial pursuits. They have been brought 
up in that line of life, and will not consent to 
abandou it. You have upwards of a million of 
tons of shipping in the United States. The peo- 
ple who are connected directly and indirectly in 
this immense tonnage, will not consent to give it 
up asa dead loss. Such a thing is not to'be ex- 
pected, it must be for want of an acquintance 
with the situation of their country, that gentle- 
men are induced thus to oppose commerce. Sir, 
I was one of those who was in favor of the em- 
bargo—I thought locking the registers and ships, 
papers in the collector’s office, would keep the 
ships at home—what was the effect? "I'he Brit- 
ish pointed out the way to do without them, viz: 
come when and where you please, we will pro- 
tect you without papers; the effect is well known. 
But in case of war, if you are not to havea Navy, 
and you abandon commerce, what is to become 
of the tars of America? Are they to be left 
either to enter your Army or starve in the streets? 
Sir, they will not submit to either; they will no 
longer regard the country, than the country will 
afford them protection—no, sir, they will enter 
into foreign service, and will become your ene- 
mies, and the most dangerous enemies this coun- 
try ever had: give them a chance with the rest 
of your citizens on the element with which they . 
are acquainted, and they will be ready in your 
defence to brave every danger; many of them 
left your country during the last embargo, having 
no other way to get their bread. Sir, it is not 
true that ships are the sole cause of war; we 
have ever since history has been known, heard 
of war. Charles XIL, of Sweden, with his 
land forces, marched into Russia in the depth of 
snow, in search of conquest: he had no‘navy to 
aid him. Sir, we havea more striking proof that 
wars have been as frequent, and more cruel, ante- 
cedent to the use of navies, than since; look into 
your Bible, there you will find a history of wars 
which tinged the whole face of the Christian 
world with blood; but does it follow, from those 
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abuses, that Chistianity is not to be supported ? 
Certainly not, nor will it follow, that. because 
some abuses may have happened in the naval | 
system of the world, that, therefore, we shonld 

have no navy. If gentlemen who think this coun- 

try has no need of commerce, could have what 

they wish, your streets would be crowded with 

the poor and distressed, begging from place to 

place, and starving for want of employ, Sir, in | 
1810, your whole amount of revenue was up- 
wards of $16,000,000; it is. true it did not all 
come into the Treasury, but what was paid out 
answered a good purpose, it gave bread to those 
who collected, and were concerned in and about 
it. Is this not worth protecting? Sir, with such 
a spirit of enterprise no nation can be enslaved ; 
destroy your commerce, and you must become 
slaves, because you cut the cord on which enter- 
prise is suspended. 

The question on agreeing to strike out the sec- 
tion for building the frigates was carried—yeas | 
62, nays 59, as follows: | 

Yxas—wWilliam Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, James Cochran, John Clopton, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William, Findley, James Fisk, Meshack į 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Ed- 
win Gray, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, John A. Har- 
per, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. | 

ohnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner La- 
cock, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, Jas. i 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony New, Thomas | 
Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William | 
Piper, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, 
John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Danicl 
Sheffey, John Smilie, George Smith, Richard Stanford, 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, Robert Whitehill, | 
and David R. Williams. 

Narys—Willis Alston, jr- John Baker, Burwell Bas- 
sett, Abijah Bigclow, Harmanus Bleecker, James | 
Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Jobn C. Calhoun, Epa- | 
phroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chit- 
tenden, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, junior, John 
Dawson, William Ely, James Fmott, Asa Fitch, Thos. 
R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, Aylett Hawes, Richard Jack- 
son, jr., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Peter Little, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, George 
C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, Alexander McKim, 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Thomas Moore, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, 
Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jr., James Pleasants, 
jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Wiliam M. Richardson, 
Samuel Ringgold, Thomas Sammons, John Smith, 
Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, William Widgery, Thomas 
Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

The next question was, on agreeing with the 
Committee of the Whole to fill the blank for pro- 
viding ship timber and other imperishable mate- 
rials, with the words two hundred thousand dol- 
eves was carried—yeas 82, nays 37, as fol- 

ows: 


pO 


Ygas—Willis Alston, jr., Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, John, Baker, David. Bard, Burwell Baş- 
sett, Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Wm. 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Con- 
dit, Wm. Crawford, John Davenport, jrs Roger Davis, 
John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, Wm. 
Ely, James Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, 


‘Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thos. 


| R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, John A. 


Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard 
Jackson, junior, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, Wm. 
R. King, Lyman Law, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, William Lowndes, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Alexander McKim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, 
Jonathan O. Moselcy, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 
bold, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pit- 
kin, jr, James Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter 
B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, Wm. M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Saml, 
Ringgold, John Roane, Thomas Sammons, John Se- 
vicr, Daniel Sheffey, John Smith, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Chas Turner, jr, Laban Wheaton, Leon- 
ard White, Wiliam Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and 
Robert Wright. 

Nays—William Anderson, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, James Cochran, John Clopton, 
Joseph Desha, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hal, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 
‘Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas Newbold, Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Adam Seybert, 
Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Richard 
Stanford, William Strong, Robert Whitehill, David R. 
Williams. : 

Another question was on agreeing with the 
Committee of the Whole to make the above ap- 
propriation for three years, viz: for the years 
1812, 1813, and 1814, This motion was carried— 
yeas 67, nays 52, as follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jun., Ezekiel Bacon, Johr 
Baker, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, William 
Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, 
Elijah Brigham, J. C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Cham- 
pion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Con- 
dit, John Davenport, jr, Roger Davis, John Dawson, 
Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Ely, James 
Emott, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, 
John A. Harper, Richard Jackson, jun., Joseph Kent, 
Philip B. Key, William R. King, Lyman Law, Peter 
Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 
George C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, Alexander 
McKim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Joseph 
Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., James Pleasants, jr, 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter. 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, William M. Richardson, 
Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, Thomas Sam- 
mons, John Sevier, Daniel Sheffey, John Smith, Silas 
Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, 
George M. ‘Troup, Charles ‘Turner, jx, Laban Whea- 
ton, Leonard White, Wm. Widgery, Thomas Wilson, 
and Robert Wright. 


Nars — William Auderson, Stevenson Archer, Wm. 
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W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, Wm. A. Bur- 
weil, Wiliam Butler, James Cochran, John Ciopton, 
William Crawford, Joseph Desha, Wm. Findley, Jas. 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Bolling. Hall, 
Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas 
Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah Met- 
calf, Jaimes Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas New- 
bold, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, 
John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William 
Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Scaver, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samucl Shaw, John Smilic, Richard Stanford, 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, Robert Whitchill, 
and David R. Williams. 

The next question was on agreeing with the 
Committee of the Whole to appropriate one hun- 
dred thousand dollars for providing a dock yard. 

Mr. Ruea moved to strike out the section; but 
this motion being decided to be out of order, Mr. 
D. R. Wituiams spoke against the propriety of 
appropriating money, without estimate, for an 
object not wanted until we went about building 
seventy-fours. ‘The House adjourned, on motion 
of Mr. SmiLre, without taking the question. 


Tuespay, January 28. 


Mr. Jackson presented a memorial and remon- 
strance from certain inhabitants of East Green- 
wich, Rhode Island, condemning, in strong terins, 
a resolution some time ago introduced by a mem- 
ber from New York, offering a bounty to Ameri- 
ean seamen, on board British vessels, who should 
bring in any such vessel into the ports of the 
United States. This remonstrance was very long, 
and contained a number of severe reflections 
‘upon the measures of Government. After the 
reading had progressed for some time, the further 
reading of the paper was objected to, on the 
ground of being indecorous. ‘his producing some 
debate, Mr. J. withdrew the memorial. 

The Speaker declared that, in future, when he 
discovered that any paper presented to the House 
was couched in disrespectful and improper lan- 
guage, he should consider it his duty to take the 
sense of the House on the propriety of suffering 
the reading to progress. ; 

Mr. Rapa presented to the House a resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, re- 
questing their members in Congress to use their 
endeavors to get established a road to the Ohio,a 
little below the mouth of Great Water Creek. 
Mr. R. afterward introduced a resolution, direct- 
ing an inquiry into the expediency of authorizing 
the laying out and opening the said road; which 
was referred. 


GOVERNMENT LOANS. 


Mr. ArcuEer wished to offer a resolution to the 
House, calling upon the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to give such information to this House as he 
may possess, relative to the practicahility of ob- 
taining such loans as Government may require, 
and at what rate of interest. As this body has 
determined upon raising a large army, and large 


appropriations will, of course, be necessary for 

their support, and to carry on the war in which 

we expect to be engaged, it becomes necessary 

that Congress should devise the means by which 

this war can be carried on with effect. The Sec- 

retary of the ‘Treasury has written a letter to the 

chairman of the Committee of Ways and Méans, 

which that committee has laid before this House, 

enumerating the taxes to which it may be neces- 

sary to resort for this purpose. And, by offering 

the present resolution, he wished not to be con- 

sidered as encroaching upon the duties of that . 
committee. He confessed he was not prepared . 
to say that he could swallow the bitter bill pre- 

sented in the letter of the Secretary. He had 

always entertained a great abhorrence for the 

stamp and excise laws; and he could scarcely + 
conceive any consideration which could induce 

him to vote for taxes of this description. We 

ought, said Mr. A., to be careful, in entering upon 

this war, not to run foul of the prejudices of the 

people, prejudices highly laudable from the causes 

which produced them. Let it not be supposed, 

said he, I am not disposed to go as far as any per- 

son, in supporting the rights of the country, and 

in voting for the means to enforce their protec- 

tion; but I wish those means to be such as will 

be palatable to the people; and, if practicable, it 

would, in his opinion, be much better that this 

war, for the first year, should be carried on by 
means of loans. And, for this purpose, he pro- 

posed the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to give this House such information as he may 
possess rélative to the practicability of effecting loans 
for the Government of the United States, to what 
amount such loans may be obtained, and at what rate 
of interest.” ` . 

Alter Mr. Smug had caused an extract from 
Mr. Gallatin’s late letter, touching this subject, to 
be read, the resolution was agreed to. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 

The order of the day, viz: the bill concerning 
the Naval Establishment, was then taken up, and 
the question on agreeing to the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to fill up the blank in the 
section providing a dock yard, with one hundred 
thousand dollars, being uader consideration, Mr.- 
Curves stated the grounds upon which the Com- 
mittee had recommended this provision of the bill, 
and replied to some remarks of his colleague (Mr. . 
Wit.iamMs) made yesterday. 

Mr. Raga then moved to strike out the whole 
section in relation to. the dock yard ; which, after 
some little debate, was carried—yeas 56, nays 52 
as follows: 

Yzas—William Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, James Cochran, 
William Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, John A. Har- 
per, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, 
Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Abner Lacock, Jo- 
seph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas 


1003 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1004 


H. or R. 


The Militia. 


January, 1812, 


Moore, William McCoy, Samuel Me 
calf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, 
Anthony: New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, 
Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rod- 
man, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Scaver, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, Richard Stanford, 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, Robert Whitehill, 
David R. Williams, and Richard Winn. 

Nays— Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, John 
Baker, Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Harma- 
nus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, Martin 
Chittenden, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jr., John 
Dawson, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah 
L. Green, William R. King, Lyman Law, Peter Little, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, George 
C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, Alexander McKim, 
James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newton, 
Timothy Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, jun., Benja- 
min Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, William M. Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, 
Thomas Sammons, George Smith, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, 
Picrre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Rob- 
ert Wright. 

Mr. BuackLepGe moved a new section to the 
dill, providing for the building of four seventy- 
four gunships. Asan inducement to the House 
to adopt this new section, he stated there were 
sufficient timber and guns on hand; that the 
whole expense would not exceed $1,300,000, and 
the guns and timber being already provided, an 
appropriation of $824,000 only, would be neces- 
sary.to complete them. 

The question was negatived—yeas 33, nays 76, 
as follows: 


Yxzas—John Baker, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bige- 
low, ‘William Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, James 
Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, John Davenport, jun., 
William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. 
Gold, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, Robert Le 
Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh 
Nelson, Thomas Newton, Joseph Pearson, Timothy 
Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Thomas Sammons, Philip 
Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jr, and Leonard White. 

Naxs—wWillis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, William 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, James 
Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Da- 
vis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samucl Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Ed- 
win Gray, Isaiah LL. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, 
John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William 
R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, 
Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Anthony New, ‘thomas Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, 
Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., 


Kee, Arunah Met- | Benjamin Pond, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John 


Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
John Smilie, George Smith, Richard Stanford, William 
Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, jr., Robert Whitehill, David R. Wil- 
liams, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Robert. 
Wright. : 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading to-morrow. 


THE MILITIA. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill supplementary to “An act 
more effectually to provide for the national de- 
fence, by the establishment of an uniform militia 
throughout the United States,” and to “An act 
making provision for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia of the United States.” 
The bill having been gone through, without 
amendment, 3 

Mr. Wittiams said, it might be expected from 
him, asa duty, tostate the reasons which induced 
the Committee to bring forward this bill. As the 
day was far spent, however. and as this could be 
as well done in the House, as ‘in the Committee 
of the Whole, he would move that the Committee 
rise and report the bill. The Committee rose 
accordingly. . 

[This bill proposes the division of the militia into 
three classes. The first, is to consist of such persons 
as are over eighteen and under twenty-one years of 
age, to be called the Minor Class, to be ordered out 
whenever detachments of the militia are authorized, 
but are not to do duty.out of the State or Territory in 
which they reside, nor continue in service more than 
three months at a time. 

The second class is to consist of persons over twen- 
ty-one and under thirty-one years of age, to be called 
the Junior Class of Militia, and may be ordered to any 
part of the United States or their Territories, but not 
to be compelled to serve more than twelve months at a 
time. ` 

The third class is to consist of persons over thirty- 
one and under forty-five years:of age, to be called the 
Senior Class of Miiltia, subject to do duty in the State 
or Territory in which they reside, and may be called 
into an adjoining State or Territory, but not to be com- 
pelled to serve more than twelve months at a time. 

Every free, able-bodied white male citizen, upon his 
arrival at the age of eighteen years, and being enrolled 
in the militia, is to receive a stand of arms, the right to 
which is to be inalienably invested in him. 

Four hundred thousand dollars are proposed to be: 
appropriated annually in addition to the sum formerly 
appropriated for the purchase of arms.] 


And then the House adjourned. 


Wepnespay, January 29. 


Mr. Minor presented a petition of a commit- 
tee on behalf of the surviving officers of the Penn- 
sylvania line of the Revolutionary Army, pray- 
ing further compensation for services rendered in 
said army.—Referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Minor, Burier, and Boyo, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 
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An engrossed bill concerning the Naval Estab- 
lishment was read the third time; and, on the 
question that the same do pass? it was determin- 
ed in the aflirmative—yeas 65, nays 30, as fol- 
lows: 


Yxas— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Bur- 
well Bassett, William Blackledge, James Breckenridge, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C.Calhoun, 
Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Condit, 
John Davenport, junior, Roger Davis, Samuel Dins- 
moor, William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, John 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, William 
R. King, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Wil- 
liam Lowndes, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 
Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Alexander Mc- 
Kim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Hugh Nelson, 
Thomas Newton, Timothy Pitkin, jun., James Pleas- 
ants, junior, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
R. Potter, William M. Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, 
John Rhea, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, George 
Smith, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis 
B.Sturges, Samuel Taggart, John Taliaferro, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, Laban Wheaton, Leon- 
ard White, Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, and Rob- 
ert Wright. 

Naxys—Ezckicl Bacon, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, James Cochran, William Craw- 
ford, Joseph Desha, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, Richard 
M. Johnson, Abner Lacock, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Mor- 
gan, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, William Piper, 
John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, 
Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John 
Smilie, Richard Stanford, William Strong, Robert 
Whitehill, and David R. Williams. 


The ITouse then took up the bill for classifying 
aud arming the militia; when Mr. D. R. WiL- 
uams spoke at considerable length in its favor, 
explaining the objects of the bill, and Mr. Mrrca- 
ILL against it, who concluded his observations by 
a motion to strike out the first section of the bill. 
He was followed by Mr. Wriaur in favor of the 
bill. After Mr. W. had been speakiag a consid- 
erable time, the SPEAKER observed that there was 
not a quorum of members present. A motion 
was made to adjourn, and carried. 


Tuurspay, January 30. 

On motion of Mr. Pirkin, a committee was ap- 
pointed to inquire into the expediency of altering, 
by law, the times of holding the district courts 
Within the districts of Connecticut and Virginia; 
with leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. Prrxin, Mr. Newron, and Mr. Ponp, were 
appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instrueted to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of providing, by law, for the disposal of all 
such tracts of land, lying within the territories 
ceded to the United States south of the State of 
Tennessee, and east of the river Mississippi, claim- 


| ed by virtue of grants from the British Govern- 


ment of West Florida, in eases where the condi- 
tions preecdent, in the grant, have not been com-~ 
plied with, and the claimant or claimants are not, 
at this time, citizens of the United States, 


SPOLIATIONS, &c. 


Mr. BiceLow proposed the following resolution, 
for adoption, which was similar to one which the 
louse had refused to enter into some days ago: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
i be requested to cause to be laid before this House, such 
| information as he may possess in relation to the seizure, 

capture, and condemnation of the ships and merchan- 
| dise of citizens of the United States, under the author- 
j ity of the Governments of Europe, or either of them, 
which has not been heretofore communicated.” 

Objections were made to this resolution, because 
the House had already decided against it; be- 
cause it called for information on the subjects 
probably at present matters of negotiation; and 
because a similar resolution had been entered into 
at last session, which was probably still before 
the Executive. It was aree in favor of the res- 
olution, that the information was necessary and 
important, in order to come to a correct decision 
on, questions which would come before Congress ; 
that the President would communicate such 
things only as were proper to he known; that 
though a similar resolution had been passed at 
last session, and considerable progress made. in 
collecting the information required ;, yet, ‘if not 
again called for, no report would be made; as it 
was believed to be a rule with the Executive and 
the departments, when information was asked for 
at one session, which could not, from some cir- 
eumstance or other, be furnished during the ses- 
sion, not to communicate the result of the inquiry 
at a future session, except it was expressly stated, 
in the resolution calling for the information, that 
the report might be made at the then present or 
a succeeding session of Congress. After an amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. BLacxusvas, to the follow- 
ing effect, the resolution was adopted: “ accom- 
* panying the same with the regulation, order,.and 
‘ decree, under which the said captures were made, 
‘and information, as faras may be, how far the 
‘said decree, order, or regulation, be abandoned 
‘or persevered in, by the nation making such 
* capture.” 

‘The Hobse then entered upon the order of the 
day, viz: the bill for classifying and arming the 
Militia of the United States; when Mr. WRIGHT 
finished his observations in favor of the bill, 
Messrs. Stow, Macon, Lrrriz, and WiLLiams; 
also spoke in favor of the bill, and Messrs, Wipe- 
ery and MITCHILL against it. The question on 
| Mr. Mircemi.u’s motion to strike out the first sec- 

tion of the bill, was not taken. Adjourned. 


Freipay, January 31. 

Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Waysand 
Means, presented a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Establishment, for the 
year 1812; which was read twice and committed 
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t l" side, nor continued in actual service for more 
ing appropriations for the expenses incident to the | ‘ than three months at any one time ;” was again 
six companies of mounted rangers, during the | stated, and being taken, was determined in the ne- 
year 1812. ‘ gative—yeas 38, nays 64, as follows: ` 
Mr. Bacon, from the same committee, present- | Yxas——Willis Alston, jr., Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel 
ed a bill making appropriations for the support of | Bacon, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
an additional military force; which was twice | Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John 
read and committed to the Committee of the | Davenport, jr, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, 
Whole last mentioned. Thomas Gholson, ‘I'homas R. Gold, Peterson Good- 
Mr. Pirxin, from the committee appointed the | wyn, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyne- 
43th instant, reported, in part, a bill to alter the | man, Richard Jackson, jr., Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy 
time of holding the district courts within and for Livingston, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Sam- 
the district of Connecticut; which was read twice uel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read the third jun., James Pleasants, jun., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
time to-day. aula Vilim Ela Snit Lewis B. 
. 2 urges, Samue ggart, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun, 
SELAH BENTON. Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, William Widgery, 
Mr. Gnoxson, from the Committee of Claims, | and Thomas Wilson. 
made a report on the petition of Selah Benton ; Nayvs—William Anderson, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
which was read: when, Mr. Guotson, presented į liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, James Brecken- 
a bill for the relief of Selah Benton; which was | ridge, William A. Burwell, John C. Calhoun, Langdon 
read twice and committed to a Committee of the | Cheves, James Cochran, William Crawford, Roger 
Whole on Monday next. The report is as follows: Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
That the petitioner claims a pension in conse- William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, 
t rAr E . b Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, Jacob 
quence of bodily disabilities incurred during his set- | ify. Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R 
vice in the Revolutionary war. The committee are of Ki ne T 3 ok J p Le pas 'p 3 Litt] 5 
inion that the petitioner is not strictly entitled to a ing, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lewis Jun., eter Little, 
opinion ep wae perc William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
pension according to, me rigid P ah of the exist- Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Jas. 
ing law upon this subject, inasmuch as he was not ac- Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 


tually wounded in the war. They are, nevertheless «de 
from an examination of all the testimony accompany- Di e e a E E i 


ing the petition, fully convinced that the present appli- | Rie ; 
pag eter ner eine ena eli ele se ere 
providing for the invalid soldiers of the Revolution was | Seaver, John Sevier, A dai Seybert Samuel Shaw 
i 1 "y i » , DEVIC , y J 
conceived, and that it ought to be allowed. ‘I'he peti- John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas 
tioner, who, it appears, served with honor and bravery Stow, William Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. 
in all the various offices of first sergeant, ensign, first Troup Charles Turner. "jun. Robert Whitehill David 
and second lieutenants, and captain, from the com- R. Williams, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


mencement until almost the close of the war, when he h an 

became disabled, has established two positions entirely Mr. Lacoox objected to the mode of distribut- 
to the satisfaction of the committee: Ist. That his | ing arms amongst the militia, adopted in the bill, 
disability arose from disease contracted by exposure in by putting them in the hands of every citizen ar- 


the service of his country, and terminating in scorbutic E at the age of eighteen years; and proposed 


a a eae 


ulcers; and 2dly. That his disability, thus sustained, | an amendment, which went to putit in the power 
has disqualified him from acquiring a maintenance by | of the State Legislatures to deliver the arms to 
bodily labor. Your committee, therefore, beg leave to | the citizens, ur preserve them for their use in de- 
report a bill for the petitioner's relief. pots. This amendment produced considerable de- 

THE MILITIA. bate, and was finally negatived—yeas 48, nays 


The House resumed the consideration of the oras follows: oN 

unfinished business of yesterday; and the ques- Ysas— Willis Alston, jr., Ezekiel Bacon, John Ba- 
tion depending, at the time of adjournment, to ker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, 
strike out the first section of the bill supplementa- James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, William A. Bur- 
ry to “An act more effectually to provide for the well, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
national defence by establishing an uniform mili- | Chittenden, Lewis Condit, Jonn Davee poat in 
tia throughout the United States,” and to “An Davis, Hlias Earle, William Ely, James Emotl, a 
act makin tovision tor armina and eduibning liam Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. 
the whole bod of the militia of the United Staten” ! Gold, Aylott Hates, John M Hyneman, Richan a 
which section is in the following words: Section son, jūn, Abner lacock; Lyman Law, donert ae 
ami ilitia of Ul Ü S S li Livingston, James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thos, 
1. | Tan m milpa o tag - aR ene 1a- | Newbold, Thomas Newton, William Piper, ‘Timothy 
j ble to do duty, over eig bg zl un i twen~- į Pitkin, jun., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
ty-one years of age, sha be called the minor | R. Potter, Wiliam Reed, Jonathan Roberts, William 
t class of militia ; and the President of the United | Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Adam Scybert, Richard 
t States shall be, and he hereby is, authorized to | Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Uri Tracy, George M. 

‘ order out the same, or any part thercof, when- | Troup, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White. 
t ever detachments of militia are authorized Pie Nays--William Anderson, Burwell Bassett, Wil 
‘ they shall not be compelled to do duty out of the | liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Robert Brown, 
t State or Territory in which they severally re- | John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, James Cochran, 
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Wiliam Crawford, John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, 
John A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 
Joseph Kent, William R. King, Joseph Lefever, Peter 
Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Ma- 
con, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald 
McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander 


| McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah 


Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Stephen Orms- 
by, Joseph Pearson, Isracl Pickens, James Pleasants, 
jun., John Randolph, William M. Richardson, Henry 
M. Ridgely, John Rhea, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, 
Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Samucl Shaw, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas 
Stow, William Strong, Samuel Taggart, Jehn Talia- 
ferro, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., 
Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Thomas Wil- 
sou, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


The question being on engrossing the bill, for 
a third reading, Mr. NeLson moved to recommit 


- the bill toa Committee of the Whole House, in 
_ order that it might undergo such amendments as 
- would make it more acceptable to several mem- 


` bers who had objected to different parts of the bill. 


This motion was negatived. 
The question then returned on the engrossment 
of the bill. The yeas and nays being called upon 


the question, Messrs. Breztow, Netson, Guon- 


son, and Troup, assigned their reasons why they 
should vote against it, and the House adjourned, 
without taking the question. 


Saturpay, February 1. a 
Mr. Ruea laid before the House certain papers 
in refutation of the charges contained in the pre- 
seatment of the Grand Jury of Baldwin county, 
inthe Mississippi Territory, against Harry Toul- 
min, Judge of the Superior Court of Washington 


: district, in said Territory ; which were ordered to 
‘he referred to the select committee appointed on 


the letter from Cowles Mead. 
A message was received from the Senate, in- 
forming the House that they had passed the bill 


* authorizing the President of the United States to 


accept and organize certain volunteer corps, with 
anamendment, to which they request a concur- 
rence. 

The House took up this bill, and the amendment 
being stated, it was concurred in without a divis- 
ion. The amendment was to reduce the appro- 
priation for carrying the object of the bill into 
effect. from three millions of dollars to one mil- 
lion. 

THE MILITIA. 

On motion of Mr. D. R. Witiiams, the House 
took up the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which was the bill for classing and arming the 
militia. The question being on the engrossment 


` of the bill for a third reading, 


Mr. Wipcery moved to postpone the bill inde- 
finitely. —Motion negatived—53 to 46. 

On motion of Mr. Maxwe i, the appropriation 
in the bill was reduced from four hundred thou- 
sand to two hundred thousand dollars annually. 


Mr. Kine moved to strike out the word thirty- 
one, to insert in its place the word “ thiriy-five ;” 
so as to make the Junior Class of the militia, 
by whom the heaviest part of militia duty is to 
be performed, consist of persons over twenty-one 
years of age and under thirty-five. -This amend- 
ment was negatived, there being only 41 votes in 
its favor. ; . 

Mr. Finpvcey assigned the reasons which would ` 
induce him to vote against the bill’s being en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Tatumance wished the Committee. would 
suffer the bill to lie on the table until Monday. 
He bad necessarily been detained from the House 
since this bill came under consideration, and had 
not, therefore, been able to pay to it that attention 
which he wished, and which would evable him 
to vote understandingly upon it. IIe moved to 
this effect, and the question was carried—51 to 45. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1812;. 
and, having gone through the bill, it was reported: 
to the House, taken up, and agreed to, except in 
relation to an appropriation for an additional 
compensation to the clerks in the several depart- 
ments, not exceeding fifteen per cent. in addition 
to the sums allowed by the act, entitled “ An act 
to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks,” 
&c., 11 234 33. 

Mr. ALsron moved to strike out this appropri- 
ation in Committee of the Whole; and the mo- 
tion was negatived by the casting vote of the 
Chairman only. When the bill came before the 
House, Mr. A. renewed his motion, in which he 
was seconded by Mr. Tattmapar. The motion’ 
was opposed by Messrs. Bacon, Mrrenitu, WiL- 
LIAMS, and Wricn. 

Those opposed to making this allowance, urged 
that, if the salaries fixed for the clerks of each 
department were not sufficient, they ought to he 
increased, though it was believed they were am- 
ple, without this allowance; that this additional 
compensation was believed to be bestowed chiefly 
on favorites, and not according to the extra basi- 
ness performed. The supporters of this allow- 
anec, said that it had been made for a number of 
years; that the salaries would be inadequate 
without it; that its deliberation was left with the 
Heads of the Departments, who certainly might 
be safely trusted with it; that it served to reward 
faithful and extraordinary services; and that, hav- 
ing made the allowance for a number of years, it 
would be hard now to deprive the clerks of this 
part of their compensation. 

The question on striking out this appropriation 
from the bill, was carried—yeas 45, nays 42, as 
follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr, Stevenson Archer, John 
Baker, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, 
John Davenport, jr, Roger Davis, William Ely, Asa 
Fitch, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Ja- 
cob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jun., 
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Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lefever, Peter Tittle, Robert LeRoy Livingston, Aaron 
Lyle, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Alexander 
McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Thomas 
Newbold, Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, John Roane, 
William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Sea- 
ver, Samuel Shaw, William Strong, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr, Laban Wheaton, 
Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 

Nays—Willigm Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William 
Blackledge, William A. Burwell, John C. Calhoun, 
Epaphroditus Champion, William Crawford, James 
Emott, William Findley, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Aylett Hawes,: Lyman Law, Nathaniel 
Macon, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, James Mil- 
nor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Anthony New, Israel Pickens, Timothy 
Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, junior, Peter B. Por- 
ter, William M, Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Samm- 
uel Ringgold, John Rhea, Ebenczer Sage, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, George Smith, Philip Stuart, John Tali- 
aferro, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr, David R. Wil- 
liams, and Robert Wright. 

The bill contained in it a paragraph for allow- 
ing a compensation to the Marshals and assistant 
Marshals, for taking an account.of the manufac- 
tures of the United States, in addition to the sum 
heretofore appropriated for that purpose —— 
dollars. PAE ee fed 

. This paragraph was stricken out in Committee 
òf the Whole. When the bill came before tle 
House, Mr. Nrwron moved to restore it, and to 
fill the blank with fifteen thousand dollars. He 
stated that seventy thousand dollars had been 
asked for this purpose at the last session, but only 
thirty thousand appropriated, which was so far 
shert of what was deemed sufficient, that no dis- 
tribution had been made of it by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. MITCHILL, 
who said that he expected, before Congress were 
called upon for any additional appropriation, to 
have had laid before them a digested statement 
of these manufactures; but he had understood 
that this business had been so badly performed by 
many of the Marshals, that the Secretary found it 
next to impossible to make any satisfactory view 
of the subject from the returns which he had re- 
ceived. It was his opinion, that some of the Mar- 
shals deserved no compensation, whilst others 
had performed the service in a manner that rich- 
ly deserved reward. Among the former descrip- 
tion of returns, Mr. M. mentioned South Caroli- 


na, Maryland, New Jersey, and the District of 


Columbia; amongst the latter, Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, and New York. i 

Mr. Newron suffered the bill to pass without 
taking a question on restoring this partof it. The 
pill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


——— 


Monpay, February 3. 
Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 


during the year 1812; which was read twice. and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on Wed- 
nesday next. 

An engrossed bill, making appropriations for 
the support of Government, during the year 1812, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The Sreaxer laid before the House sundry 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Vir- 
ginia, approbatory of the measures pursued by the 
General Government towards Great Britain, and 
declaring that, “ peace, as we now have it, is dis- 
graceful, and war is honorable,” and expressive 
of their determination to support all measures 
which may be adopted in vindication of the rights 
and honor of the United States.—Ordered to lie 
on the table. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, containing a statement 
of proceedings under the “ Act to regulate the 
laying out and making a road from Cumberland, 
in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio.” 


CHRISTOPHER MILLER. 


Mr. Ormssy, from the committee appointed on 
the 14th ultimo, presented a bill for the relief of 
Christopher Miller ; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on Wed- 
nesday next. 


Mr. O. also made a detailed report on the peti- 
tion of the said Christopher Miller which was 
read. The report is as follows: 


It appears to your committee that, in the year 1794, 
General Anthony Wayne, who then commanded the 
United States’ army, determined to send a flag to the 
Indians, in order that a peace might be effected with- 
out further warfare. That the said Wayne was unable 
to find any person in his army possessing the neces- 
sary qualifications, who would undertake the hazardous 
enterprise, except the petitioner, who was intimately 
acquainted with their manners. and their language ; 
and, on this account, was the more solicitous that he 
should carry the flag to the Indians. That the peti- 
tioner, as an inducement to act in obedience to the 
wishes of General Wayne, was told by him that the 
Government would make him independent. The pe- 
titioner, at the evident hazard of his life, did proceed 
with the flag sent by the said Wayne, and commenced 
the negotiation, which terminated successfully. 

Your committee are fully impressed with the belict 
that the death of General Wayne prevented him from 
making known to the Government the claim of the pe- 
titioner, and they are satisfied that his pretensions to a 
remuneration from the Government are much strength- 
ened by the consideration of the great danger he en- 
countered,and the knowledge which he must have pos- 
sessed of that danger previous to his departure ; for 
General Hardin and Major Trueman, who had under- 
taken similar expeditions to the Indians, had been 
killed but a very short time before. 

When your committee reflect on the advantages 
which flowed from the conduct of the petitioner, the 
dangerous nature of the enterprise, and the promise of 
General Wayne given to him, on the faith of a soldier, 
that he should be amply remunerated, they cannot 


Means, presented a bill making appropriations for | hesitate to say, that the Government ought to carry 
the support of the Navy of the United States, | this promise into execution. 
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The Spraxer laid before the House a reso- 
lution of the- Legislature of the State of Ohio. 


declaring that,in their opinion, the expense of 
the canal contemplated to be ent from the Great: 


Lakes to Hudson river, ought to be provided for 
by the General Government.—Referred to the 
committee appointed on the petition of the Pres- 
ident and Managers of the Union Canal Compa- 
ny, in the State of Pennsylvania. 

The document is as follows: 


ZANESVILLE, Oniu, Jan. 18, 1812, | 


Sın: In obedience to the request of the Legislature 
of this State, I have the honor to transmit you a copy 
of a resolution on the subject of the contemplated canal 
between the tiver Hudson and the Great Lakes. 

Jam, very respectfully, sir, your obedient, humble 
servant, RETURN J. MEIGS. 

Hon. Henry Crary, 

Speaker of the House of Reps., U. S. 


Janxvany 17, 1812. 

Whereas the Commissioners, appointed under the 
first section of the act of the Legislature of the State 
of New York, passed the 8th day of April, 1811, enti- 
tled “An act to provide for the improvement of the 
internal navigation of the State,” have, in pursuance 
of the provisions of said act, applied in behalf of said 
State to the Legislature of this State, for their aid and 
co-operation in carrying into effect the object contem- 
plated in said act, and have particularly solicited the 
influence of this State in the public councils of our 
country for that purpose, being fully impressed with a 
sense of the importance of the object as well as with 
the respectful attention duc to our sister States ; 
therefore, H 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Slate of Ohio, That they consider the com- 
munication, by means of the canal navigation, between 
the Great Lakes and Hudson river, as a project of na- 
tional concern; that the accomplishment of such a 
project, free from a transit of duty, would have the 
most extensive and beneficial effects, by facilitating the 
intercourse between remote parts of the United States ; 
diminishing the expense of transportation, thereby ren- 
dering the produce of our country more valuable, the 
price of foreign commodities cheaper; and that its ten- 
dency would be to encourage agriculture, manufac- 
tures, internal commerce, and to strengthen the bond 
of union between the States. 

Resolved, As the sense of this General Assembly, 
that it would be expedient for the expense of said canal 
to be provided for by the United States in such a man- 
ner as they shall think proper, and that the same be 
free from toll or transit duty, for the transportation of 
produce, manufactures, or merchandise, thereon. 

Resolved, That the Governor of this State be re- 
quested to transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President of the United States, the President of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of 
Congress, the Governor of the State of New York, and 
to ‘our Representatives, and each of our Senators, in 
Congress. 

THE MILITIA. 

The House again resumed the consideration of 

the bill for classing and arming the militia of the 


United States. 
Mr. TALLMADGE said, that having been absent 


from his seat when this bill was under discussion 
he could not profit by any remarks which had 
been made. He would, however, submit a few 
considerations which had occurred to his mind, 
and which would induce him to’ oppose the pas- 
sage of the bill now on the table. That his re- 
marks might be definite and precise, he would 
endeavor to pursue the. following arrangement: 

1st. He would examine the Constitution as to 
the powers given to Congress to legislate upon this 
subject. 

2nd. Inquire how far those powers had been 
executed by any previous law. , 

3rd, He would endeavor to test the principles 
of this hill by the Constitution, by the militia 
law passed by Congress, and by the laws and 
usages of the States. 

As to the powers given by the Constitution, 
Mr. T. remarked that they would be found under 
the eighth section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution of the United States—“ Congress shall 
‘have power to provide for calling forth the 
: militia to. execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
t press insurrections and repel invasions.” . 

“To provide for organizing, arming, and dis- 
‘ eiplining the militia, and for governing such 
t part of them as may be employed in the service 
tof the United States, reserving to the States re- 
‘ spectively the appointment o the officers, and 
‘the authority of training the militia according 
‘to the discipline preseribed by Congress.” So, 
also in defining the powers of the President of 
the United States, he is styled, “the Command-. 
‘ er-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United 
‘ States, and of the militia of the several States, 
‘when called into thé actual service of the United 
t States.” 

Hence, said Mr. T., it appears that all the 
military force of our country is divided into two 
classes, the army and the militia; the former is 
exclusively under the control of the General 
Government, and the latter is the great military 
bulwark of the States respectively. So cautious 
were the sages who framed the Constitution of 
the peculiar and appropriate rights of the States, 
that they have given to the President of the Uni- 
ted States no control over the militia only when 
called out by authority of the Government, and 
for the three express purposes defined in the Con- 
stitution. ‘Chese and these only, I contend, form 
the grounds or reasons on which the service of 
the militia may be required by the General Gov- 
eroment. sch 

With this plain exposition of the Constitution, 
I will pass on to the second proposition, and in- 
quire how far the powers vested in the General 
Government have been carried into execution,” 

‘After various attempts lad been made, and ela- 
borate systems had been proposed and rejected, 
on the 8th of May, 1792, Congress passed a law 
% more effectually to provide for the national de- 
t fence, by establishingan uniform militia through- 
‘out the United States.” eft 

By a careful examination of this law it will be 
perceived thar, in all its provisions, the Constitu- 
tional limits have not been transcended ; but that 
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authorities, and to discipline or train the militia | ing principle of this bill would introduce novel 
according to. the system provided by Cente jar Ionon and wouid oppose odious and op- 


passed, supplementary to the foregoing, in which i in their hands the Constitutional right to remove 
additional duties were required of the Adjutant- | us from these seats whenever they please. 


the aforesaid act. H 

On the 23d of April, 1808, an additional law | 
was enacted, authorizing an annual appropriation | (Mr. Wiittams) may say of the French _con- 
ol two hundred thousand dollars, to purchase | scription being very similar to our code, I insist 
arms and military equipments, which were to be | on it that light and darkness are scarcely more 
distributed to the several States and Territories, ; unlike than the practical operations of those two 


in proportion to their effective militia, under such 
rules and regulations as the Legislatures should 
respectively prescribe by law. From the most 
eareful examination I have been able to give this 
subject, 1 believe the foregoing laws comprehend 
all the regulations which have been made relative 
to 'the militia of the several States and Territo- 
ries.. Other laws have been passed relating to 
draughts from the militia, which have no bearing 
upon this question. 

3dly. I come now to test the principles of the 
bill before the House, by the Constitution, and | 
the system adopted by the Government hereto- 
fore. I inquire, then, what urgent oceasion is 
there for this bill? Gentlemen say that the old 
system is inadequate to its object. But, suffer 
me, Mr. Speaker, to inquire from whence do these 
objections arise? Are they made by those who 
have carried the laws into practicable effect, or 
by those States where the militia laws have been 
scarcely regarded? Most assuredly not the form- 
er—and with how ill a grace they are made by 
those who have never carried the militia Jaws in- 
to operation I leave for the good sense of this 
House to determine. Sir, the militia of the North- 
ern States, by a close adherence to the law, anda 
careful attention to its requisitions, have become 
formidable armies themselves for all purposes to 
which the services of the militia can constitution- 
ally be directed. They are the military boast and 
pride of our country, and no man feels himself 
degraded by being enrolled with his neighbors to 
perform the duties of the militia. 

In addition to this the present militia system 
has been long in operation. It commenced with 
the first settlement of our country, and with the 
slight alterations and amendments since has been 
found to answer the grand objects to which this 
force ought constitutionally to be directed. I 
would further remark, that being now so fully 
ingrafted into our State codes, and forming no | 
inconsiderable part of our habits, (I speak more | 


principles. Is it possible that the gentlemen from 
South Carolina can see no difference between the 
equal voluntary service of our countrymen, em- 
bodied to defend their dearest rights, or to enforce 
the execution of our laws, and the involuntary, 
detestable service to which all the youth of 
France and her dependencies are subjected by 
the Bonepartean conscription? Are the chains 
and handcuffs which adorn the young conscript 
on his march from his father’s house to some 
military depot in France to be compared with the 
operation of our militia laws in this free Repub- 
lic? And will the gentleman venture to assert 
that there is no difference between the Constitu- 
tional appropriate service of our militia, and the 
dreadful prospects presented to the conscripts of 
France, chained to the destinies of a mititary des- 
pot, and obliged to pursue the objecis of his ambi- 
tion wherever, and against whomsoever, directed ? 
Sir, I cannot express my astonishment when I 
hear such remarks made within these walls, nor 
will I cease to expose and reprobate them so.long 
as I have a seat on this floor. 

But the doctrine which I wish to enforce is, 
that the power contained in this bill is not war- 
ranted by the Constitution. The whole power 
given to Congress, relative to this point, is to 
provide for organizing urming, and disciplining 
the militia. Will any gentlemau say that under 
this provision is given an authority to class the 
militia, and designate particular duties to be per- 
formed by them? If powers not given are actu- 
ally retained, then shall I contend that this power 
belongs alone to the States. As I consider the 
interference of the General Government with the 
State authorities, in relation to the militia, to be 
dangerous in the extreme, I would cautiously 
guard against the first encroachments upon those 
important rights. 

If an army should be thus formed from con- 
scripts, called out under the imposing title of clas- 


sified militia, it would be an army unknown to 


especially of the Northern States,) no small in-} the Constitution, Indeed, as the case might be, 


and dismiss the subject. 

. In the first section of the bill an authority is 
given to the President of the United States to order 
out the minor class, or any part of it, whenever de- 
tachments from the militia should be authorized. 
This power, Mr. Speaker, is too great for me to 


-consent to give. If this section of the bill should 
pass in its present form, all the youth of our 
country from eighteen to twenty-one years of 
age would be placed under the control of the 
President, which, L am persuaded, the Constitu- 
‘tion never contemplated. 
“© The seventh section provides for punishing any 
‘officer who should fail to perform his duty, as re- 
pee by this act, by cashiering, or muleting, or 
ning, not exceeding fifty dollars. I utterly ob- 
ject to this provision because no such authority is 
vested in the General Government, nor can we 
interfere with punishments by courts martial, un- 
der the authority of the individual States. How, 
I beg leave to ask, are such courts to be formed; 
and, in case of fine, by what process is the money 
to be collected? A bare mention of these diffi- 
culties, I should hope, would be sufficient to show 
the absurdity of the provision. 

-In the eighth section of this bill, provision is 
made for furnishing every militiaman, who shall 
arrive to the age of eighteen years, with a stand 
of arms. To the principle of this provision I do 
not object; but, as I do believe this method of 
‘delivering out the arms is more objectionable 
than that which is provided by law, I cannot con- 
sent to this alteration. We have a standing law 
appropriating $200,000 annually for the purchase 
of arms, which directs the distribution of the 
same to the Executives of the several States and 
‘Territories, for the use of their militia; and under 
their direction I wish to see the distribution made. 
In fact, I wish to maintain the true Constitutional 
character of our militia, as belonging to the sev- 
eral States, and not as militia of the United 
States. 

In the same section, the oath required to be 
taken before the stand of arms can be delivered, 
as the case may be, will deprive the State of the 
service of one of her citizens, or he must perjure 
himself to obtain the stand. No provision is 


made where arms may be lost in battle, or by any | 


other unavoidable accident. 
_ I have strong objections to other sections of 
this bill, partienlarly to the eleventh and thir- 
teenth sections, which I will leave to other gen- 
temen who may follow me. 

Although I shall always be ready to accord in 


Tuespay, February 4. 


Mr. Rura presented to the House a letter ad- 
dressed to him by the Governor of the State of 
Tennessee, enclosing a copy of a resolution of 
the General Assembly of that State, “ recom- 
mending to their Senators and Representatives in 
Congress the expediency of stipulating for the 
nearest possible route for a wagon road from 
Knoxville to Augusta, in Georgia through the 
country of the Cherokee Indians.”—Heferred to 
the Secretary of War, to consider and report 
thereon to the House. 

Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was referred the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, of the amount of de- 
posities cf public money in banks, reported, in 
part, a biil repealing the tenth section of the “Act 
to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States ;” which was read twice and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was recommitted the 
bill further to amend the charter of the City of 
Washington, reported anamendatory bill; which 
was read, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Thursday next. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement of the tonnage of the United States, 
prepared in obedience to a resolution of the 
cleyenth ultimo; which was read, and ordered to 
He on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House another 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting two statements of importations in Amer- 
ican and foreign vessels for one year, ending the 
thirtieth of September, 1810; which were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Spraken also laid before the Louse a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
a statement of the name, rauk, pay, aud rations, 
of each commissioned and warraut officer of the 
Navy, prepared in obedience to a resolution of the 
twenty-third ultimo; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “to promote 
the progress of science and useful arts, by secur- 
ring. for a limited time, to the inventors, the ex- 
clusive right to their respective discoveries ;” in 
which bill they desire the concurrence of this 


| House. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill supplemental to an act for 
raising, for a limited time, a military force. 

Mr. Wittiams explained the object of this bill 
to be to provide for mounting a regiment of horse 
artillery, directed to be raised by a law of 1808. 
The bill was reported without amendment, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill making further appropriation 
for the defence of our maritime frontier. 

The blank in the bill for the appropriation, was 
filled with a million of dollars. ‘I'he House con- 
curred in the amendment, and the bill was or- 
dered to a third reading. 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill to ascertain the Western boun- 
dary of a tract of land reserved for satisfying 
military bounties of the officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia Continental Line. After some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and had leave 
to sitagain. 

THE MILITIA. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
for classing and arming the militia of the United ! 
States. The question was on the bill’s going to | 
a third reading. Messrs. BigELow, MOSELEY, 
Ragra, and Storess, spoke against the bill’s being 
engrossed; and the latter gentleman concluded 
uM observations, by a motion to recommit the 
bill. 

Mr. Harper proposed toamend the motion, by 
adding to it, “for the purpose of reporting two 
separate bills—one for astok the other for arm- 
ing the militia.” Mr. Srurces accepted the 
amendment as a part of the motion. 

Messrs. HARPER, Porter, Ruea, Guoison, and 
Wincery, expressed themselves in favor of arm- 
ing the militia, but not of classing the militia. 

Messrs. Wittiams, Macon, and Waiant, 
(members of the committee who reported the bili,) 
opposed the motion to recommit the bill. They 
wished the sense of the House to be taken upon 
it, without further loss of time; but if the House 
decided in favor of a recommitment, they hoped 
the bill would not be sent back to them, as they 
had reported such a bill as they approved; and 
if it were to be new-modelled, they wished it to 
go to those gentlemen who had expressed so much 
dissatisfaction with it, though they believed but 
few of them would vote for it in any shape. 

The motion for recommitment was lost, there 
being only 30 votes for it. 

The question was then taken upon the engross- 
ment of the bill, and carricd—yeas 62, nays 59, 
as follows: 

Yxss—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, į 
Sohn Baker, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Jas. í 
Breckenridge, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, | 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, Wim. j 
Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dins- | 
moor, Elias Barle, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, ! 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed : 


a 


Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald 
McBryde, William McCoy,*Samuel McKee, Arunah 
Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph 
Pearson, Israel Pickens, William M. Richardson, Henry 
M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Roane, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
John Smilie, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, 
David R. Williams, and Robert Wright. 

Navys—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, AbijahBigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, 
Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Dav- 
enport, junior, Roger Davis, William Ely, James 
Emott, William Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Edward Gray, 
John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, Aaron Lyle, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mit- 
chill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, William 
Piper Timothy Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, junior, 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, John Rhea, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Adam 
Seybert, George Smith, Richard Stanford, Lewis B. 
Sturges, George Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
Robert Whitebill, William Widgery, and Thomas 
Wilson, 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time to 
morrow. 


Wepnespay, February 4. 


Mr. Baker presented a petition of sundry in- | 


habitants of Alexandria, in the Distriet of Colum- 
bia, praying permission to cut a canal around the 
western end of the causeway between Mason’s 
Island and the Virginia shore of the Potomac 
river, and also to cut a canal between the main 
land and Alexander’s Peninsula, and that the cor- 
poration of the town of Alexandria may be au- 
thorized to levy a tax upou the property or eiti- 
zens of the town to execute the work.—Reterred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

The Speaker laid before the House sundry 
resolutions of the General Assembly of the State 
of Kentucky, declaring that they feel deeply ser- 
sible of the continued violations of our national 
rights by Great Britain and France, and that, if 
they are not discontinued, they ought to be resisted 
with the whole power of the country ; and that, 
in the event of a war with either of the belliger- 
ents of Europe, “the State of Kentucky will con- 
tribute, to the last mite of her resources, to main- 
tain the contest and support the rights of the na- 
tion against such lawless violations.” 

The resolutions were read, and together with 
the resolutions, of a similar nature, passed by the 
Legislatures of the States of North Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, New Jersey, and Penasylvania, and by the 
Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, and by a 
public meeting in the State of New Jersey, ordered 


Hall, Jacob ILufty, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, Wil- | to be referred to the Committee on Foreiga Re- 
liam R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph | lations. 


Lewis, jr, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Nathanicl | 


The Speager laid before the House a petition 
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of the Synod of Kentucky, praying that the mails | divided into three classes, viz: Minor, Junior and 
of the United States may not be carried on thej Senior Classes. The first to consist of youths 
Sabbath day, except on extraordinary aceasiont, | over eighteen and under twenty-one years; to be 
Laid on the table. | called out for three months at a time only, and 
- The bill from the Senate “to promote the pro-{ within their own State; the second, to consist of 
gress of science and useful arts, by securing, for! citizens over twenty-one and under thirty-one 
a limited time, to the inventors, the exclusive right} years age, to be employed for twelve months at a 
to their respective discoveries,” was read twice,, time, in any manner in which the President of 
and committed to a select committee. ” the United States may direct; and-the last to 
Mr. Newrox, Mr. Goto, Mr. Prreiy, Mr. i consist of citizens over thirty-one and under forty- 
Lownpes, and Mr. Miunor, were appointed the | five years of age, liable to be called out for six 
committee. f months ata time, in the State in which they live, 
An engrossed bill supplementary to “ An act to| or an adjoining State. The bill also provides 
raise, for a limited time, an additional military ; that every youth arriving at the age of eighteen, 
force,” was read the third time, and passed. | shall be provided with a stand of arms at the ex- 
| pense of the Government. 

THE MILITTA. | This bill was supported by Messrs. D. R. WiL- 

An engrossed bill supplementary to “ An act į LIAMS, Macon, Waicat, Stow, RANDOLPH and 
more effectually to provide for the national defence | Smug, on the following grounds. In behalf of 
by establishing an uniform militia throughout the Í the classification, it was said, that in consideration 
United States,” and to “ An act making provision of youths from eighteen to twenty-one being gen- 
for arming and equipping the whole body of the; erally engaged in either obtaining an education, 
militia of the United States,” was read the third ! or in learning some trade or profession to fit them 
time; and on the question that the same do pass, | for future usefulness in life, they had laid the bur- 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 55, nays j den of military service lightly on them, and con- 
58, as follows: | fned them within a moderate distance from their 


Yras—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, John : homes: That on the next class, consisting of citt- 
Baker, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, James i zens in the prime of life, considering them as being 
Breckenridge, John C. Cathoun, Langdon Cheves, possessed of the great physical strength and spirit 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, of the community, they bad laid the heaviest bur- 
John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James | den of duty, though no more than every citizen 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Isaiah Iu. Green, Felix Grundy, į 13 at present liable to be called upon to perforta : 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. John- | On the senior class, they imposed a lighter duty, 
son, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, William R. King, | because they consider them as being more neces- 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Tetever, Joseph Lewis, jun., | sary at home, and as being less able to sustain ser- 
Peter Little, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, | vice than the persons composing the secund class. 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Arunah Metcalf, | Though at first view, it might appear that the ser- 
James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas Newbold, | vice was unequal, yet it was stated that if it were 
Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, Henry M. Ridgely, | considered that every man who lived to be of the 
Samuel Ringgold, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Ebene- | age of forty-five, would pass through all the clas- 
zer Seaver, John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, | ses, it would, in the end, be a perfect system of 


John Smilie, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, | eqyaiit 3 xS $ 
$ ; : ae : 2 y, and considerably lessen the present but- 
George M. Troup, David R. Williams, Richard Winn, dan of ‘militia service, an thé same iene that it 


and Robert Wright. adie _. | would afford to the country its most efficient force 
Naxs—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David | whenever it should be necessary to call out: the 
Bard, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Blecker, Adam Boyd, ! militia; and though one-third only. of the whole 
the Brigham, eat Browar runan Paa Epa- number of citizens liable to do militia duty, could 
Li ies Roger Davis; William Ely, James aad Wm. be called out to any considerable distance from 
jE» ; i s Š ; PSS 
Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, hoi yoa Tan wld ne pope it She 
Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, John A. Harper, ; Gove , this eal e E oan fore Mis e 
Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jt., į overnment cou d possi y want tor any í istant 
Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Aaron Lyle, service; and the minor and senior elasses would 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Mose- | be always ready to perform the service in their 
ley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, William Piper, | own and adjoining State. Under this arrange- 
Timothy Pitkin, jr, James Pleasants, jr Benjamin | ment, it was said, every eitizen, would know the 
Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, kind of service which he was liable to be called 
John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Thos. | upon to perform, and would have satisfaction in 
Sammons, Adam Seybert, George Smith, Richard | passing from one class to another, until he arrived 
Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, John | atgthat age, which exempted him from militia 
Taliaferro, Benjamin Tallmadge, Charles Turner, jr | service. 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., aban Wheaton, Leonard| This arrangement, it was contended, would have 
White, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and Thos. į no visible operation upon the militia, until they 


Wilson, beeame detached for the service of the United 
{The following is an abstract of the arguments | States, in consequence of a call from the Presi- 
used for and against the bill. dent, in conformity with a law of Congress; as 


This bill provided that the militia should be | all that this bill requires while the militia remains 
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at home, is, that the returning officer shali make | the arms cannot, in some parts of the country be 
three columns in his return, instead of one, con- | procured, the militia are, in certain parts of the 
taining an account of the number of men there United States, particularly in the Middle and 
are in each of the classes, instead of returning the | Southern States, very imperfectly armed. Some 
whole in one column, as at present. - . of the State Legislatures have endeavored to 
This kind of classification would do away the | remedy this defect, by manufacturing or purchas- 
inconveniences, which are always experienced in| ing arms, and loaning them to the militiamen, 
an army, by having young and old men in the | either by putting them into their hands for a lim- 
same ranks—from having the father and son on | ited time, or by placing them in armories, and 
the same battle ground. Every experienced offi- | handing them out occasionally when wanted. In 
cer, every man, must know, that old and young | both which cases inconvenience had been expe- 
men cannot sustain the same fatigue in marching | rienced. Where the arms were put into the hands 
and other service; as a proof of this, it was asked, | of the individuals, many of them were lost or 
if an officer would not always prefer an army of | disposed of; and when they were kept in depots, 
men, from the ages of twenty-one to thirty-one, | many were spoiled or greatly injured by rust. 
to one composed of men of all agesfrom eighteen | This bill, it was stated, was calculated to do 
to forty-five? It was added that most of the cel- | away all these difficulties and inconveniences, by 
ebrity which had been obtained by the Emperor | putting suitable arms into the hands of every free, 
of France, as a warrior, had been owing to this | white young man in the United States, when he 
mode of drawing out the strength and and flower | arrives at the age of eighteen years, at the public 
of the population of the country, in preference to | expense ; so that, by degrees, the whole nation 
the old wode of mixing all ages together. would become armed. ‘The idea of arming the 
It was further urged, that this classification | nation at the public expense was not new; it had 
must be agreeable to the citizens themselves who | beeen acted upon in the year 1808, by passing a 
compose the different classes ; as men of nearly | law, appropriating $200,000 annually for the pur- 
the same age would be more likely to be pleased | chase of arms, to be placed in the hands of the 
with each other’s company, by having similar | Executives of the several States, in proportion to 
turns of thought and inclination ; that stronger at- | the population of each, to be distributed by them 
tachments were more likely to be formed amongst | amongst the militiamen, or kept in armories, as 
men of the same age, and pursuits, than could be | they might judge most expedient. This appro- 
made where the disparity of age was greater— | priation, however, was inadequate to the object, 
that the habits and dispositions of the old and the | nor was the mode of distribution approved. 
young never acccorded well together. Thatthis}| This bill, therefore, proposed originally to ap- 
classification would certainly tend to render the} propriate $400,000 annually, in addition to the 
militia more effective; would comply with the | former appropriation (but io the course of the de- 
first and last injunctions of the great Mather of | bate $400,000 was stricken out and $200,000 in- 
his Country, General Wasnincron ; and in pro- | serted) for the same object, but instead of placing 
portion as the militia system was improved, in | the arms at the disposition of the several State 
the same degree would a standing army become | Governments, it proposed to place them imme- 
unnecessary. diately in the hands of the militiamen themselves, 
In favor of arming the militia. it was said, that And as the plan embraced the whole United 
it having been provided by the Constitution, “the | States, it would make no difference, whether a 
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall | man who received these arms continued to reside 
not be infringed,” it was the duty of Congress to | in the same place, or removed to another—wher- 
provide them; as, if it were left to the people | ever he went, within the United States, the arms 
themselves, experience had shown, that some eit- | would be equally useful for the public service. 
izens will provide themselves with arms, and | It was believed, that by placing the arms in the 
some will not, and that those which they get will | hands of the citizens themselves, they would con- 
be of various sizes and qualities, unfit for military | sider them as their property, and take care of them 
service, where all the muskets ought to be of pre- | as such ; and they would become better acquainted 
cisely the same calibre. Besides, that this mode with the use of them than if they were only put 
of procuring arms operates very unequally, as it | into their hands oecasionally. Besides, it would 
lays the same burden on the poor as on therich— i be more strictly complying with the Constitu- 
isa kind of poll tax, the most oppressive of all | tional provision, "that the right of the people to 
others. For surely nothing can be more unjust, | bear arms shall not be infringed.” Having them 
than that the poor man, who, if there be any fight- j in possession, they would be ready for any emer- 
ing, will have to do it, should be forced to purchase | gency which might occur. 
himself arms, when, perhaps, he finds great dif-| It was supposed that from fifty to sixty thou- 
ficulty to procure bread for himself and family, | sand stand of arms would be wanted annually; 
whilst the rich man, who can always hire a sub- | the procuring of which, it was believed, would 
stitute to fight for him, is called upon to do no j be attended with no difficulty, as within the last 
more, in the way of tax, than his poor neighbor. | year there had been manufactured at private man- 
The injustice of this is so glaring, that the law, | ufactories, within the United States, about thirty 
in many parts of the country has not been com- f thousand stands, whieb, by holdiug out proper 
plied with. encouragement to the manufacturers, it was sup- 
In consequence of this unequal tax and because | posed, might be doubled. Government had imade 
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about thirty thousand stands annually at the 
manufactory at Harper’s Ferry, which, by proper 
exertions, might probably, also, be doubled; so 
that the arms wanted, if this bill passed into a 
law, might be got from either source. And when 
the nation shall be thus armed, said the advocates 
of this bill, who will dare to molest us? The 
country will be safe from any enemy within or 
without. The Government would have nothing 
to, fear from a standing army, or from an ambi- 
tious military chief. A well-informed people, 
understanding their rights, with arms ia their 
hands, cannot be subdued. They are invulnera- 
ble. And being the real sovereigns of the coun- 
try, Government has nothing to tear from them, 
because the Government ıs, and will be, at all 
times, what they please to make it. 

Reference was had, as an illustration of the 
efficiency of an armed people, to the capture of 
Bargoyne, by the people of New England, and 
to all the other acts of bravery of the Revolution. 
Give the people but arms, said they, and the Re- 
public is safe. 

The passage of this bill was opposed by Messrs. 
MrecaitL, Boyp, Pitkin, Newtson, FINDLEY, 
Tattminer, Law, Quincy, BicrLow, Mosetey, 
Ruea, Sturces, Porrer, and Wincery, princi- 
pally on account of the classification. Several 
of these gentlemen expressed a willingness to 
vote for arming the militia, if that was presented 
to them ina separate bill; and an unsuccessful 
attempt was made, on motion of Mr. NELSON, to 
recommit the bill for the purpose of amending it. 
The objections made to the ‘classification were, 
that it threw too great a burden on that portion 
of citizens who are between the ages of twenty- 
one and thirty-one; that citizens in good health, 
from eighteen to twenty-one, and from thirty-one 
to forty-five, are as able to perform militia duty 
as any others; that this classification would les- 
sen the effective.strength of the country. It was 
contended that it would break in upon the settled 
habits of the people, and derange all their present 
plans, with which they are very well satisfied. 
Thatin the Eastern States, especially, the militia 
are not only armed, but well disciplined, and will 
not approve of such a change as is proposed. It 
was said, that this classification was calculated 
to produce bickerings and dissatisfaction among 
the people, by being divided, some into a favored, 
and others into an overburdened class. That they 
would not see the justice of such a division. A 
man, a few months older or younger than his 
neighbor, with whom he had been used to per- 
form equal burdens, would not like to be called 
out for twelve months, and sent wherever the 
- President might direct, while his more fortunate 
neighbor, if older, would be subject only to a six 
_ months? tour in his own, or an adjoining State; 
' or, if younger, subject only to a three months’ 
tour in his own State. It would not satisfy him 
to be told, that when he arrived at the age of 
i thirty-one, he would also be in a more favored 

: elass. That time might never arrive to him, or 
` it might arrive when his service would be no 
t į longer wanted. 
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It was objected against this plan of classifica- 
tion, and calling out one description of citizens to 
the exclusion of others, that it had too much re- 
semblance to the conscriptions of the Emperor 
of France, which were too odious to be imitated 
by the freemen of this country. 

It was doubted by some (by Mr. Mrreutut par- 
ticularly) whether it might not be rather a dis- 
advantage than an advantage, to divide the youths 
and the elderly citizens from the junior class. It 
was thought to be an advantage to the youth to 
associate with men of experience, part of whom 
might have seen some military service, and be 
able to give valuable instructions to their young 
~friends, oot only in their military duty, but in 
taking care of their health, their persons, &c. 
That much mischief might ensue from youths 
being encamped together, without any persons of 
riper age to restrain the thoughtless levities inci- 
dent to that season of life. 

It was contended, that this bill proposed no 
improvement to the militia system; it contained 
no provisions for producing any better discipline 
than at present exists.. The objectors, therefore, 
saw no use-in passing the bill. 

With respect to that part of the bill which 
went to arming the militia, it was stated to be 
unnecessary for the Eastern States, as the militia 
were already well armed, and that young men, 
when they arrived at the age of eighteen, would 
provide themselves with arms, as their fathers 
had done before them. 

This provision was said to be unnecessary on 
another ground. A law had been passed by Con- 
gress in 1808, appropriating $200,000 annually 
{or the purchase of arms, for the purpose of arm- 
ing the militia, Six hundred thousand dollars 
have therefore already been appropriated for this 
purpose. By this law, it is provided, that the 
arms shall be distributed to the Executives of the 
several States, agreeably to their respective pop- 
ulation, to be by them disposed of as they judge 
proper; and this mode of disposing of the arms 
was thought to be far preferable to the mode pro- 
posed in the present bill. If the arms be put into 
the hands of individuals, Government may cal- 
culate upon a loss of at least ten per cent. annu- 
ally. : 

It was contended that the arms for which it is 
now proposed to appropriate money, will be of 
no use in the present contest. They are to be 
put into the hands of the youths of eighteen, who 
are to stay at home. It will be sume years, there- 
fore, before any considerable number of the arms 
would be brought into use. 

It was said that this appropriation would be 
altogether unnecessary, if the cilizens of other 
parts of the United States had complied with the 
laws of Congress as punctually as the people to 
the Eastward had done; but, if this bill were 
passed, no man would hereafter think of pur- 
chasing his own arms. All would look to the 
Government of the United States for a supply ; 
and though the appropriation for the present be 
reduced to $200,000, as it is provided that every 
youth arriving at the age of eighteen years shall 
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have arms put into his hands, the appropriation 
must hereafter be made commensurate with the 
object. 

Many objections were made to the details of | 
the bill, respecting the regulations which were 
thought necessary by the Military Committee; | 
for preserving the arms within the States; by | 
means of fines, &c. It was doubted whether | 
Congress had a right to imposé fines on the mili- ! 
tia while remaining in the States to which they 
respectively belong. The phrase “militia of the 
United States,” was objected to. It was con- 
tended that the militia was the “militia of the 
several States,” until called into the service of 
the United States. 

Mr. FinpLey’s remarks were as follows: 

Mr. F. said that he had voted against the 
motion for striking out the first section of the bill 
in order to. give an. opportunity to those who sup- 
ported it, and for whose opinions he had great 
respect, to make such alterations and amendments 
as the House might approve of, he having long 
wished for such an improvement of the militia 
as would give it a more powerful impression 
without rendering it more burdensome; but, after 
all the amendments that had been made to the 
bill, it still appeared to him that this bill essen- 
tially deranges. the old established militia system 
without an equivalent advantage. It does not 
improve the discipline. It does not provide for 
strengthening the impression of the militia on 
any emergency, but weakens it. Jt increases the 
inequality of the unavoidable burden of militia | 
duty, and increases the service and the labor of | 
the returning officers without an equivalent. 

Mr. F. said he had heen acquainted with militia 
service when it was much called on, and could | 
not be dispensed with. He had served in the, 
militia along with men fifty years of age, and į 
with boys of sixteen, agreeably to the law then 
existing, and did not find that the eldest failed in 
their duty from age, nor the youngest from their 
youth, except that he observed that the young į 
were more liable to diseases when they were 
prevalent in camp; but the existing militia law 
obliges none above forty-five years, nor under 
eighteen, and within those ages all healthy sound 
men are capable of militia service. In case of 
war—a case for which we are now providing— 
the militia are liable to sudden calls on emer- 
gencies which require the strongest possible united 
impression, but the bill before the House weakens 
that united impression by more than the half. 
Of twenty-seven years of human life by law de- 
voted to militia service, by the bill before the 
House, seven years of the above are to be ex- 
cluded from making such impression, for though 
they still are subject to militia duty, it is under 
such provisos and limitations asin many instances 
must prevent an united impression without the 
least improvement in discipline. A militia classed 
by different ages has been long recommended by 
very respectable authority. It was recommended 
by the old Congress to the State Legislatures, 
accompanied with a plan digested by Baron 
Steuben. It was brought before Congress during 


| 


— 


| General Wasutn 
discussed by Congress during every succeeding 
Administration; but the plan, as he recollected it, 
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provided that young men from eighteen to twenty- 
five years of age should be formed into a select 
corps, and that, for the purpose of discipline, they 
should, with their respective officers, do camp 
duty during three months, annually, at the public 
expense, and afterwards to be free from militia 
duty, except in actual service. Agreeably to this 
plan the militia would in due time have been all 
equal to veteran soldiers with respect to the im- 
portant acquisition of discipline, but the present 
bill provides for no advantage in discipline. All 
the classes on the proposed system are to remain 
equally undisciplined. The systems formerly pro- 
posed were rejected, among other reasons, be- 
cause, by putting young men in a separate corps, 
without mixture of men of more confirmed habits, 
they would probably fall into habits of dissipa- 
tion, &c. The proposed system is still so much 
more objectionable on that ground as that when 
they ure called into actual service they will con- 
tain a less portion. of men of years of discretion 
and experience. They will be all boys. u 
Militia laws are of such a nature as that it is 
impracticable to rénder the burden perfectly equal. 
All able-bodied men must render personal service 
in the public defence, whether they are rich or 
poor, married or single. This is the nature of all 
conscriplions, by whatever names they may be 
called in different nations. The further these 
conscriptions extend over the mass of society, the 
law approaches the nearer to equal justice. It 
is much more unjust to lay the whole burden of 
general effective service on those alone between 
twenty-one and thirty-one years of age, than on 
all those able to serve between eighteen and forty- 
five years, because in the latter case it will be di- 
vided among a much greater number, and, conse- 
quently, be the easier borne. ‘I'he restrictions in 
the proposed system which go to prevent one por- 
tion of the militia from being marched out of the 
State, and the largest portion from being marched 
further than the next adjoining State, might de- 
stroy the impression that ought to be made in some 
very improbable emergencies. ; 
It is proper, however, to examine the superior 
advantages that are contained in the proposed 
system to counterbalance the above-mentioned 
defects. The increased length of time for the 
tour of actual service, Mr. F. said, was a very 
essential advantage. Of this he had had so much 
experience as, to his own conviction, amounted to 
demonstration. The usual tour of actual service 
during the Revolutionary war was only two 
months; the enemy always watched the changes 
and took advantage of them; this, to his own 
knowledge, occasioned the loss of many lives, 
and also prevented the undertaking of many 1m- ` 
portant enterprises. He said he bad served with : 
the militia in a tour of five months in the most 
doubtiul period of the war, and if not the most 
arduous campaign in which the greatest priva- 
tions were suffered, it was at least the most sickly 
and mortal. lt was in the Fall and Winter of 
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honorable member from South Carolina, (Mr. 
WILLiaMs,) yesterday, seemed to take what the 
honorable member from Connecticut (Mr. Prr- 
kin) said, respecting the States not arming their 
militia, amiss, and as applicable solely to the 
Southern States. Mr. F. said, that he took it as 
applicable to Pennsylvania as much as any other 
State. He was not, however, offended at what 
had been said, but was sorry and ashamed that 
the militia of Pennsylvania were but partially 
armed. The measures about which Congress 
have been and are engaged, being professedly for 
war, the arming of the militia proposed by the 
bill could have no relation to war, because these 
arms could not on that plan be employed in war 
ull after a number of years passes, and added 
nothing to the present defence of the nation; 
therefore, from conviction of its impropriety, he 
Must vote against engrossing the bill, but hoped 
another short bill would be brought forward pre- 
scribing the tours of service and providing for 
arming the militia to be employed. 


MARITIME DEFENCE. 

The bill making a further appropriation for the 
defence of our maritime frontier, was read the 
third time; and, on the question ® Shall the bill 
pass to its third reading 2” 


ar Rara also spoke against the passage of the 
ill, 

It was defended by Messrs. Curves, MITCHILL, 
TALLMADGE, POTTER, WRIGHT, Suoerrey, and 
Wineery, who stated that the appropriation was 

jealled for by the proper authority; that New 
York and Rhode Island had been mentioned by 
the Secretary of War as requiring a part of the 
expenditure, but that the appropriation was in- 
tended to be left at large, to be used as the Presi- 
dent of the United States might think proper, and 
according to existing circumstances; that it was 
impossible, at this time, to foresee what might be 
necessary in this respect; and that the President, 
who is intrusted with the use of the military force 
of the country, might very well be intrusted with 
the expenditure of this money, or any part of it, on 
such fortifications as he might deem it necessary 
to erect or repair. 


The question on the passage of the bill was cat- 
ried—yeas 88, nays 25, as follows: fs 

Yzas—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, John 
C.Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, 
Martin Chittenden, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jr., 
John Dawson, Samucl Dinsmoor, Elias Farle, William 
Ely, James Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, Asa 
Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas 
R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. 
Green, Felix Grundy, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, 
Richard Jackson, jun., William R. King, Abner La- 
cock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, Jis 
Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William 
Lowndes, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Wil- 
liam McCoy, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel 
L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormshy, 
Israel Pickens, James Pleasants, jun., Benjamin Pond, 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
William Reed, William M. Richardson, Henry M. 
Ridgely, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Daniel 
Sheffey, George Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles 
Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, 
Leonard White, David R. Williams, William Widgery, 
Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

Naxys—David Bard, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, 
Roger Davis, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Aaron Lyle, 
George C. Maxwell, Samuel McKee, James Morgan, 
Thomas Newbold, William Piper, John Rhea, William 
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Rodman, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, | ‘The bill making appropriations for the mounted 
William Strong, and Robert Whitehill. rangers; the bill making appropriations for the 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, &c. | Military Establishment ; the bill making appro- 
‘The unfinished business of yesterday being | priations for the Navy; and the bill making ap- 


postponed, the House went into Committee of the prepristious fu ne anoen] aan eS werg 
Whole on the bill making appropriations for the irs raf reac Ed aN tA Saneidere 
Military Establishment of the United States for | Ewan ’ > 

ed that those who voted against the passage of 


the year 1812; the bill making appropriations for | : ae . rae 
six companies of mountain rangers, for the year | the bill for classing and arming the militia, were 


. A Behe : friendly to arming the militia, and believing 
1812; and the bill making appropriations for the eyes y Ioer 5 tee sae 
support of an additional military force, for the there wasa considerable majority of the House in 


same period. The Committee having filled up favor of arming, he moved the following resolu- 


z eal hills tion; which was agreed to: 
the blanks in the several bills, they were reported | « Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 


to the House. The House took them up, concur- | pe directed to report a bill making provision for arming 
red with the Committee in the amendments, and | the militia of the United States.” 


ordered the bills to be engrossed for a third read- | On motion of Mr. Morrow, the House went 
Rho Heusen ; ved itself i c . | into a Committee on the bill authorizing the Sec- 
ae Fad ify vane iad Bates a Commit- | retary of the Treasury to locate certain lands re- 
‘ fe ih ill making appropria- | served for Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
tions for the support of the Navy for the year | Territory ; which was reported without amend- 


1812. The Committee having gone through the | ment, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
bill, reported it to the House with amendments. | aiina 
The House considered the amendments, agreed to | On motion of Mr. Guorson, the House resolv- 
nra and ordered the bill to a third reading on | ed itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
o-morrow. a 
. = | Hill for the relief of Selah Benton, The Com- 
When the Committee of the Whole came to | mittee, after considerable debate, agreed to allow 
All op ake blank which contaros an appropriation | him a pension of twenty dollars per month. It 
ao DE forage for Staff, : ._|appeared from the debate, that Captain Benton 
r. DOR. Wiuiams moved to strike out this | served the United States faithfully through a 


eo ome ka E Te con hat Fai of stul great part of the Revolutionary war ; that, having 
or forage. He considered it a wastetu | received no wound in the service, he did not come 


a cea end le diestres | within the law of Congress, providing for persons 
dere emni ages rand tied iE l a maaninen | OF that description. But, it was stated that he 
pioy s well as at sea, aud | contracted a disease in the service, which had 


were sometimes called from one part of the Uni- j| disabled him ever since from performing any kind 


ted States to another. Í : 
: g es ; thé ow seventy-two years old 
The motion was negatived—45 to 43. jot labor ; that he is now seventy ye ' 


and very poor. 

The claim was supported by Messrs. GHOLSON, 

į MITCHILL, Wricut, GOLD, TALLMADGE, WIDGE- 
Tuurspay, February 6. | ry and Nexson; and opposed by Messrs. RoB- 

Mr. Morrow presented the memorial of a num- | ERTS, WILLIAMS, ALSTON, SMILIE, Bacon, and 
ber of persons, complaining of the present mode Macon. 
of disposing of the public land ; stating that they The Committee rose and reported the bill, but 
are poor, and suffering, while thousands of acres the House did not act upon it. 
of land, the property of the United States, are | Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Mili- 
lying unoccupied; that they consider every man | tary Affairs, reported a bill authorizing a detach- 
entitled by nature to a portion of the soil of the | ment of the militia of the United States. [The 
eountry ; that no man ought to possess more than | detachment is proposed to consist of 100,000 men.] 
two hundred acres ; and pray for relief. Twice read and committed. 

Mr. M. proposed to refer this petition to the Mr. W. said, he was also directed by the same 
Committee on the Public Lands. The motion | committee to offer a resolution for the adoption of 
was first rejected; but, on Mr. M.’s expressing a | the House, in relation to the bill for classing and 
wish that this petition might have a reference, | arming the militia, rejected yesterday, owing to 
and moving to refer it to a select committee, stat- | the absence of members from the House (for 
ing the petitioners to be numerous, and formed ee the whole House there would have been 

1 


into a society, called the “True American Soci- | a majority of seven members in its favor.) Be- 
ety,” partly living in the western part of Penn- | tieving that the efficiency of the militia very 
sylvania, Ohio, and Illinois Territory, a member j much depended upon their being classed and arm- 
who voted against the reference, moved to recon- ed, and it having been suggested as an argument 
sider the vote, which was done, and the memorial | against the passage of the bill that it would not 
was referred. be well received by the people, the committee wish 

Mr. PoinpexTer presented a memorial from l that the people may have an opportunity of being 
the Mississippi Legislature, praying for an extin- | made acquainted with the principles of the bill; 
guishment of certain Indian titles to landsin that | and, for that purpose, he moved the following 
Territory.— Referred. resolution : 
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“ Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed | ney in fact, John London, praying permission to 
to publish in all the newspapers in which the laws of bring into the said State sundry neso slaves, at 
the United States are published, the bill for classing | present on an estate belonging to him in one. of 
and arming the militia of the United States; as engross- | the British Bahama islands, which negroes were 
ed and read a third time on the 5th instant.” formerly taken from the State aforesaid to the 

This resolution was objected to, as establishing | said island.—Referred to a select committee. 

a precedent that might hereafter be attended with! Mr. Kine, Mr. Moore, and Mr. DAVENPORT, 
much trouble and expense ; as, whenever a favor- | were appointed the committee. 
ite bill was lost, its friends would want to send it A message from the Senate informed the House 
out to the people in this way; it was objected, | that they have passed a bill “respecting the en- 
also, that it might by some be mistaken for a law, | rolling and licensing of ;steamboats ;” to which 
instead of a rejected bill. The motion was disa- | bill they desire the concurrence of this House. 

grecd to. Mr. Guouson, from the Committee of Claims, 

DISABLED OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. maa a repont on the „petition of William Dent 

On motion of Mr. Dawson the H, i | Beall, w ich was read ; when Mr. GHOLSON pre- 

7 , the frouse took up! sented a hill for the relief of Lieutenant Colonel 
the report of the Committee of the Whole, made | William D. Beall; which was read twice, and. 


some time ago, on the bill for the relief of infirm, | committed to a Committee of the Whole on Mon- 
disabled, and superannuated officers and soldiers, day next. 

Some objections to the bill were made by Mr.| The bill from the Senate, ‘respecting the en- 
Roserts, in which he expressed his apprehen- rolling and licensing of steamboats,” was read 
sions that persons who are on the pension lists of | twice, and committed to the Committee of Com- 
the several States wight take advantage of this merce and Manufactures. 
bill, and so receive a double allowance ; at the An engrossed bill, authorizing the Secretary of 
same time that there are other persons, with fam- | the Treasury to locate the lands reserved for- the 


ilies, entitled to relief, who could not join this in- | use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi Terri- 
valid corps. Mr. R, said, the measure would be tory, was read the third time, and passed. 


attended with great expense, and, except here-| Another message from the Senate was read, 
ceived more light on the subject than he possessed, | informing the House that they had postponed the 
he should vote against it. further consideration of the bill for establishing a 


- The bill passed to a third reading—yeas 84, 
nays 38, as follows: 


Yeas—John Baker, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bige- 
low, James Breckenridge, William Butler, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condit, John 
Davenport, jr., John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William 
Findley, James Fisk, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, 
Aylett Hawes, Richard M. Johnson, Lyman Law, Jo- 
seph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr, Peter Little, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Aaron Lyle, ‘Thos. Moore, James 
Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jona- 
than O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Ste- 
pn Ormsby, William Piper, James Pleasants, junior, 

enjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, 
Samuel Ringgold, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, George 
Smith, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Thomas Wilson, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

Nays—Willis Alston, jr, Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, John ©. Calhoun, Langdon 
Cheves, James Cochran, William Crawford, Roger 
Davis, Samuel Dinsmoor, Meshack Franklin, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, John 
M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr, William R. King, 
William Lowndes, Samucl McKee, Alexander McKim, 
James Morgan, Thomas Newbold, John Rhea, Jona- 
than Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thom- 
as Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Smilie, Richard 
Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, Lri Tracy, and 
Robert Whitehill. 


quartermaster’s department until the first Monday 
of December next. 

Mr. Witurams thought the Senate had taker 
a very extraordinary course. They passed a bill 
for establishing a quartermaster’s department, and 
sent it to this House; this House passed the bill 
with an amendment; and now they inform the 
House they have postponed the amendment to 
the first Monday in December, and thus destroyed 
the bill. He thought this was an unprecedented 
and indecorous course, and ought not to be ac- 
ceded to. 

Mr. Atston said the practice was not unpre- 
cedented ; he had known several instances of the 
same kind. 

The Speaker said there could be no question 
on the subject. The Senate had thought proper 
to take this course, and it could not be objected 
to by this House. Whether it was decorous or 
not, was not a question to be inquired into now. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill authorizing the President 
to make a detachment of the militia. 

[This bill authorizes the calling out of one 
hundred thousand militia, and appropriates one 
million of dollars. The bill is similar to the 
former laws on this subject, except that it con- 
tains no provision for accepting of volunteers] 

It was ordered to a third reading, without 
amendment. 

The House went into a Committee on the bill 
to establish a land district in the Illinois Terri- 
tory, &c. The bill was reported without amend- 

Farrpay, February 7. | ment, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Kine presented a petition of John Ruther-| ‘I'he House went into a Committee on the re- 

ford, of the State of North Carolina, by his attor- | port of a select committee, allowing the legal rep- 


fe a y 
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at the battle of Tippecanoe certain bounties. 
After some time spent upon the report, Mr. Jen- 
NINGS moved to change the allowance reported 
by the committee from money to land. The 
chairman of the select committee not being pres- 
ent, on motion of Mr. Grunpy, the Committee 
rose, and obtained leave to sit again. 

The bill for the relief of Selah Benton was or- 
dered to a third reading, 71 votes to 31, the yeas 
and nays being taken. 

The House took up the report of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, made some days ago, on the 
bill to ascertain the western boundary of a tract 
of land reserved for the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia Conjinental line. The report was agreed 
to, and the bill ordered to a third reading. 

The Iouse went into a Committee, on the re- 
port of the Committee of Commerce and Manu- 
factures, on a report on the case of Stephen 
Kingston, of Philadelphia. This is an old draw- 
back case, which has been before Congress ever 
since the year 1803. It appeared Mr. K. had 
failed to comply with certain requisites of the 
law, which were stated to be absolutely necessary 
to prevent fraud. The Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures reported favorably, and the 
Committee of the Whole agreed to the report; 
but the yeas and nays being called, the House re- 
fused to concur—55 to 44. ; 


eee e 


Mownpay, February 10. 


Mr. MaxwELL presented to the House a letter 
from Jonathan Coleman, an American seaman, 
impressed on board a British ship of war ; stating 
the manner of his impressment, and claiming the 
interference of the Government in procuring his 
release.—Referred to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Witutams, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- 
lates to filling the ranks and prolonging the en- 
listments of the regular troops, and to an auxiliary 
force, to the acceptance of volunteer corps, and 
to detachments of militia, reported the bill from 
the Senate “making further provision for the 
Corps of Engineers,” with several amendments ; 
which were read, and, together with the bill, 
committed to a Committee of the Whole to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Ruta, a committee was ap- 
pointed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what, 
amendments are necessary to the laws relating to 
the time fixed by law for annually holding the 
Circuit Courts of the United States in the district 
‘of East Tennessee; to report thereon by bill, or 
otherwise, 

Messrs. Rura, Desna, and Morrow, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The bill authorizing a detachment of militia ; 


the bill for the relief of Captain Selah Benton ; 


‘the bill to establish a land district io the Minois 
Territory, east of the district of Kaskaskia, and 


and passed. 
DEATH OF GENERAL BLOUNT. 


Mr. Macon called the attention of the House 
to the informal proceedings of Saturday, occa- 
sioned by the death of his friend and colleague, 
General Tuomas Biount, which he moved might 
be entered on the Journals. The motion was 
unanimously agreed to, and they were entered as 
follows: 

“House or REPRESENTATIVES, 


Saturday, February 8, 1812. 

“Tn consequence of the death of General Tuomas 
Brorw, last evening, at cight o’clock, a member of 
the House of Representatives from the State of North 

Jarolina, of which Mr. Blackledge communicated in- 
formation to the Speaker, he requested the attendance 
of the members in the Chamber of the House of Rep- 
resentatives on this day at twelve o’clock; and, a 
quorum having accordingly assembled, he addressed 
them as follows: 

« Of the distressing event, gentlemen, which has de- 
prived this House of one of its most valuable members,. 
and a disconsolate wife of one of the tenderest of hus- 
bands, you have all heard. ‘The usage of the House: 
of Representatives, in paying the last sad respect to 
departed worth on such occasions, I have no doubt, ac- 
cords with the sentiments of every one of you. To 
enable you to execute this melancholy duty, your in- 
formal attendance has been requested. You will, there- 
fore, take such order as may seem to you proper. 

“ Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Willians, 

“1, Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be 
appointed to take order for superintending the funeral 
of General Thomas Blount, late a representative from 
the State of North Carolina. 

“Mr. Macon, Mr. Alston, Mr. Blackledge, Mr. Coch- 
ran, Mr. Franklin, Mr. King, Mr. McBryde, Mr. Pear- 
son, Mr. Pickens, Mr. Sawyer, and Mr. Stanford, were 
appointed the said committce. 

“2, Resolved, unanimously, That the members of 
this House will testify their respect for the memory of 
General Thomas Blount, late one of their body, by 
wearing crape on the left arm for one month. 

“3, Resolved, unanimously, That a message be sent 
to the Senate to notify them of the death of General 
Thomas Blount, late a member of this House, and 
that his funeral will take place to-morrow morning, at 
ten o'clock.” 

On motion of Mr. Macon, 

Resolved, That the Speaker give information 
to the Executive of the State of North Carolina 
of the vacancy in this House, occasioned by the 
death of General Tuomas Buounr, late one of 
the Representatives froin that State. 


DISABLED OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 


The bill for the relief of disabled and superan- 
nuated officers and soldiers was read the third 
time; and on the question being put, * Shali the 
bill pass its third reading?” it was opposed by 
Messrs. Stow, Atston. and Ruea, and supported 


to attach certain lands to the district of Jefferson- | by Messrs. Goun and Wricur. 


ville; and the bill to ascertain 


and establish the 


Mr. Dawsun.—When this bill was before the 


western boundary of a tract of land reserved for | Committee of the whole House, it will be remem- 
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bered that I invited, that I solicited the friendly ! 
aid of all to amend its defects, and to render as | 
efficacious as possible a system which seems to | 
meet with the approbation of all, and the want | 
of which has so long disgraced the country, and | 
daily presents to you, even at the portals of your | 
Capitol, the aged,-infirm, and superannuated sol- | 
dier, shivering in the blast, and, like Belisarius 
the Great. asking in vain for the “crumbs which 
fall from the rich man’s table.” 

No proposition of amendment was made, ex- | 
cept one by an honorable gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, which, I believe, his candor induced | 
him to withdraw, and one by an honorable gen-} 
Heman from South Carolina, supported by his | 
honorable neighbor from North Carolina, to which | 
I assented, aud it forms part of the bill. 

When the Committee rose, the bill was, on my | 
motion, contrary to practice, laid on the table for | 
three days, for the avowed purpose of enabling | 
gentlemen to search out its defects. These three | 
days were extended to three weeks; owing to the 
pressure of public business, and, perhaps, to my 
not being able to cali it up, in consequence of my 
indisposition. It was taken up on last Wednes- 
day or Thursday, and passed to its present stage, 
without any propositions to amend, on the motion 
then, and, for the accommodation of the vener- 
able gentleman from Tennessee, its third reading 
was postponed. 

This, sir, is the history of the bill, and after | 
the delays which have taken place, and the many | 
opportunities which have been given to amend 
it, particularly to the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut, whom I know to be a military man, and 
whose friendly aid I did invite to amend its de- 
feets, I do not think it fair, candid, or liberal, to 
attack the bill in detail at this stage, when its de- 
fects cannot be remedied. I will, however, en- 
deavor to remove the objections stated by the: 
honorable gentleman from Connecticut. [Here ! 
Mr. D. proceeded tu show that the last clause | 
gave to the President the power of fixing the: 
tank and grade of the officers who would receive 


truly benevolent. he daily enlightens the path of 
this bewildered Ilouse on every subject of legisla- 
tion which is brought before them. Not content 
with traversing these States from one extreme to 
the other, and opening an easy communication 
through that country where the untutored savage 
reigns—with establishing offices in the various. 
posts, from which his speeches in this House, and 
other useful information, is conveyed to every 
class of our fellow-citizens—his mighty genius 
soars to far other objects. At one moment we 
behold him rapidly descending from the summit 
of Spencer’s mountain,* bounding over this im- 
mense plain, marshalling the military force of the 
United States according to order—regulars, vol- 
unteers, and militia—and fixing to each its Con- 


| stitutional limits; thence marching to the Heights 


of Abraham, capturing and captivating all who 
behold him, and there plucking the unfading lau- 
rel from the brows:of Montgomery and Wolfe. 
We next behold him visiting our seaport towns in 
the most courteous manner, and, with gunboatsand 
hombs, erecting fortifieations which shall defy the 
united armadas of Europe. Nay, sir, we see him 
| boldly adventuring on the watery decp, and there, 
į to the astonishment of the fiony tribe, building a 
| Ship, the like of which was never seen, and far 
| surpassing in size any ever contemplated by the 
inhabitants of that country which gave birth to 
ithe celebrated Don Quixotte and the renowned 
Sancho Panza, and which the great Bonaparte 
now endeavors in vain to subjugate to his arms. 
Mr. Speaker, while inclination and justice call 
on me to pay my homage, and this tribute, to the 
superior talents of the venerable gentleman from 
Tennessee, candor obliges me to declare that he 
has not discovered on this occasion that perspicui- 
ty which in general marks his character. With 
a soul, no doubt honest and honorable, to render 
service to this meritorious and long neglected 
class of our fellow-citizens, he has adopted the 
best means to defeat them. His ingenuity alone 
could have invented them; and, sir, I do assert 
that, should that bill fail, and these poor fellows 


pay according to that rank; and, that the requi- | be delayed in receiving that pittance which it pro- 
sites in the fifth clause were so numerous and | poses to give them, it must, it will be attributed to 
strict that it would be impossible for any person ! the aid which they have received from that ven- 
to get into the corps without he was justly | craole gentleman. f 
entitled. | Mr. TauLmaDGE spoke in favor of the bill gen- 
Mr. Speaker, I ought here to ask pardon of the | erally, but objected to certain parts of the details. 
venerable gentleman from ‘Tennessee for having | On which account, Mr. Gop moved to recom- 
omitted to mention that, when in Committee of | mit the bill. This motion was negatived—50 to 
the Whole, some amendments were proposed by į 37; and aflerwards the bill was lost—yeas 47, 
that gentleman and rejected without a division: nays 57, as follows: 
I might, perhaps, be pardoned by the House,! $., y—William Anderson, John Baker, Burwell 
should I improve this opportnnity, and express to | Bassett, William Blackledge, Jas. Breckenridge, Elijah 
that gentleman the high sense which I entertain | Brigham, William Butler, Matthew Clay, John Daw- 
for his eminent services; but, sir, when I reflect | son, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomas 
on the sublimity and extent of his genius, the: R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Felix 
mind exerted flies back on itself, and is rendered | Grundy, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Lyman Law, Jo- 


unequal to the task. f 

The politeness and urbanity of his manners, 
the grace and dignity of his elocution and atti- 
tudes, while they entrance the imagination and 
rivet the attention of all who hear him, assure a 
tich feast to the understanding. With a heart 


seph Lewis, jr, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Thomas 


*A very high mountain in Tennessee. 

T On the Navy bill, Mr. Rugs proposed to build the 
largest ship which ever was, and which should beat all 
others. 
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Moore, Archibald McBryde, James Milnor, Jeremiah | were wounded, and to the legal representatives of those 
Morrow, Jonathan O. Moscley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony | who were killed in the said battle, to complete the pay- 
New, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, James Plea-| ments duc, or which may fall due to the United States, 
„sants, jr, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. ; on any purchase of the public lands made by them be- 
Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, ` fore the said battle. 

Daniel Sheffey, George Smith, John Smith, Philip) Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant 
Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, John Taliaferro, Laban | to the said resolutions; and that the committee 
Wheaton, Leonard White, Thomas Wilson, and Ro-| appointed on that part of the President’s Message 
bert Wright. which relates to Indian affairs do prepare and 

Naxzs—Willis Alston, jr., Stevenson Archer, Wil-! bring in the same. 
liam W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. | ° 
Burwell, John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, | 
Langdon Cheves, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, Wil- 
liam Crawford, John Davenport, jr, Roger Davis, Jo-! P : 
seph Desha, Samuel Dinsmieor, Elias Earle, Meshack |. Th BS Te wae ele yoe House a repu, 
Ens Peron Goodwyn Teuk Grey ling | Gon of the Legere oF the Siate of Georgi 
all, A. , Jacob Hufty, . M. Hyne- BY eh eee 4 

man, Joseph Kent. Willian R. Kire pea PA by Congress to the Constitution of the United 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, ` States, relative to titles of nobility; which was 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, | read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Thomas Newbold, Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
Israel Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, than | merce and Manufactures, to whom was referred 


Tusspay, February 11. 


liam M. Richardson, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan | the bill from the Senate * respecting the enrolling 
Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer ; and licensing of steamboats,” reported the same 
Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, Richard Stanford, | without amendment. 
Silas Stow, Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, Charles T'ur-| Ordered, That the said bill be committed to a 
ner, jr, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert Whitehill, | Committee of the Whole House on Thursday 
David R. Williams, and William Widgery. next. f 
BATTLE OF THE WABASH. Mr. WILLIAMS, from the committee appointed 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- j 02 that part of the Presidents Message which 
mittee on the report of a select committee on | relates to detachments of militia, and to such a 
certain petitions in relation to the affair on the | Preparation of the great body as will proportion 
Wabash; when Mr. Jenninas’ amendment, which | its usefulness to its intrinsic capacity, presented a 
proposed allowing the widows, &c., of the slain | bill supplementary to “ An act making provision 
officers and soldiers bounties in land, instead of: for arming and equipping the whole body of the 
money, wasnegatived. The resolutions allowing | Militia of the United States ;” which was read 
the bounties, pensions, &c., as recommended by | twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
the select committee, were all agreed to. The| Whole to-morrow. 
report of the Committee of the Whole was con-} Ou motion of Mr. Wiuutams, : 
curred in by the House, as follows: Resolved, That the committee appointed on so 


a much of the Message of the President as relates 
1. Resolved, That one month’s pay ought to be al- | +, military affairs, be directed to inquire inte the 
lowed, in addition to the common allowance, to the i 


officers, (according to the rank which they held,) the | lanai! o anor Ma the ea ea in a 
non-commissioncd officers, and privates, of the regulars, | armories of the Unite tates, an the establish- 
volunteers, and militia, and to the legal representatives | Ment of an additional number; and that they 
of those who were killed, or have since died of their | have leave to report by bill, or otherwise. . 
wounds, composing the army under the command of! Mr. Wrigut, from the committee appointed 
Gov. Harrison, in the late campaign on the Wabash. | on the petition of Arthur St. Clair, reported a bill 
2. Resolved, That five years’ half pay ought to be; for the relief of Arthur St. Clair; which was 
allowed to the legal representatives of the officers, (ac- | read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
cording to the rank which they held,) the non-com-} Whoie to-morrow. 
missioned officers, and privates, of the volunteers and; A message from the Senate informed the 
militia, who were killed in the battle of the seventh of | House that the Senate have passed the bill “for 
November, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, or i the more convenient taking of affidavits and bail 
who have since died of their wounds. | in civil causes depending in the Courts of the 
3. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by | United States,’ with amendments; to which 
law to place on the pension list of the United States they desire the concurrence of this House. 
the officers, (according to the rank which they held): Mhe House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, of the vol- | the Whole en the bill for the relief of the Board 
unteers and militis, who sérvedan tp ar campaign] of Commissioners west of Pearl river. The Com- 
on the Wabash, under the command of Governor Har- i `. Pat rae ioe i 
rison, who have been wounded or disabled in the said | muttee reported the bill without amendment, and 
it was ordered to a third reading. [This bill 


campaign. | ll i acanored: 
4. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by | Merely goes to allow the commissioners lor a cer- 


faw to pay for the horses and other property of indi- i tain number of days which they sat beyond the 
viduals lost in, or in cousequence of, the said battle. | period contemplated in the law under which they 


5. Resolved, That the further time of years] acted. ] . F : f 
ought to be allowed to the officers and soldiers who The House went into a Committee on the bill 


Dae eae REIES 
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for the benefit of Christopher Miller, which was | The section was struck out, there being forty- 


eral Wayne. | | favor of retaining the section, by Mr. Miiwor, the 

The House went into Committee, on the report | House concurred with the Committee in striking 
Bone ee of Claims, on the petition of| out the section, Of course the bill was lost. 

ohn Murray, who prayed for the settlement of | 
certain loan office er ber | REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

After some debate on this report, it was observ- | The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
ed, that this claim came properly under the de- | the Whole, on a report of the Committee of Claims 
scription of those claims, respecting which the; recommending certain claims, (including the dif- 
Committee of Claims had made a report to the | erent species of liquidated claims) to be excmpt- 
House, recommending the repeal of the statute | ed from the operation of the statute of limitation. 
of limitations. It was therefore moved, that the i It was found that the Committee of the Whole 
Committee rise and ask leave to sit again, in or- had agreed to this resolution ; but that there was 
der to afford an opportunity of going into a com-} another in the following words, referred to the 
mittee on that report.—Carried. „į same Committee, not acted upon. 

“ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 

MARRIAGE LICENSES. i structed to inquire into the merits of all claims which 
The House went into a Committee on the bill | ™aY be referred to them, which originated during the 
relating to marriage licenses, in Washington souns Revolutionary war, notwithstanding such claims may 
tv, in the District of Columbia, and directing the | bo barred by tho statute of limitation, and that they 
ie ? report their opinion thereon to the House. 


application of the tax thereon. 
ae Dawios mored N ebeit is The Committee took this resolution into con- 
i SE the bill, with : desiros i "| sideration, and after considerable debate, in which 
ion of the bill, with a view to destroy It, as lt) Messrs. Gnotson, Cray, Wricat, Fisk, and 
contained a principle which he did not wish to | Gotp, supported, and Messrs. STANFORD, SMILIE, 
E RE id the bill a | Astron, Boyn, and Rorervs, opposed the reso- 
r. Lewis said the bill proposed no new tax. | lution, it was carried, 52 votes being for it, 
The laws of Maryland already impose a tax of| The Committee rose and reported the resolu- 


four dollars upon every marriage license, and | tion to the House; but no decision was taken upon 
marriage licenses issued in Washington county | it before the House adjourned 

are now subject to this tax; this bill went only ae ` 
to appropriate the money for the promotion of 
learning in the District. Wepnespay, February 12. 

Mr. Cray (the Speaker) knew not which most) Mr. Troup presented to the House a resolution 
to admire, the conduct of the opposer or supporter | of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia 
of this bill. If he understood the gentleman last approbatory of the measures pursued by the Gen. 
up, there is at present a law taxing marriages, but | eral Government in relation to our foreign con- 
no authority to collect the tax, which is the same cerns, and declaratory of their determination to 
as if there was no law on the subject. As he | support such measures as may be adopted to 
thought with the gentleman first up, that mar-| maintain the rights and honor of the country.— 
raiges ought not to be taxed, but promoted, he} Referred to the committee appointed on that part 
should vote with him for striking out the first sec- of the Presidents Message which relates to for- 
tion of the bill. eign relations. z 


Mr. Satriix said, it was a little singular that| Mr. Desna presented several petitions of sun- 
one bachelor should support this bill, and another | dry inhabitants of the United States, praying 
oppose it. He hoped, however, there would bej that the lands belonging to the United States 
no difference of opinion amongst the married; may be leased out to persons applying for that pur- 
members on this subject. He would be in favor. | pose, for a certain number of years, and at a cer- 
rather of giving a bounty on marriages, than of | tain price per year, to be fixed upon by Con- 
laying a faz upon them. The citizens of Wash- gress.—Referred to the Committee on the Public 
ington wishing to raise money in this way to sup- Lands. 
port their academy, put him in mind of aer On motion of Mr. BURWELL, 
happened long ago in England. When the build- Resolred, That the Secretary of War be di- 
ing of a mansion house was in agitation, the party rected to lay before this House a list of persons 
in power determined to get the funds for the pur- | on the pension list, the State or Territory in 
pose out of the dissenters. They therefore laid | which they live, and the amount annually allow- 
a tax upon any dissenters who refused to suffer | ed each person by law. i 
their names to be held up for certain offices; and | _ An engrossed bill for the relief of the Board of 
another tax on those who were elected, and re- | Commissioners west of Pearl river, was read the 
fused to take the sacrament in a manner which | third time, and passed. 
their consciences forbade. He would prefer atax| An engrossed bill for the relief of Christopher 
on bachelors over twenty-five, to a tax on mar-| Miller was read the third time, and passed. 
riages, and this would include both the gentlemen. The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
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ments of the Senate to the bill “for the more | wise framers of the law never intended that a system, 
convenient taking of affidavits and bail in civil | which they constructed for the encouragement of com- 
causes depending in the Courts of the United | merce and enterprise, should operate in such a way as 
States? which were concurred in by the House. | to drain the Treasury. To sustain the present appli- 
Mr. TALLMADGE, from the committee to whom cation, would, undoubtedly, produce this effect. 
was referred the report of the Postmaster Gen- |. The second proposition cannot, in any oe, which 
eral respecting the repairs of the public building, | pias Be presented to the mind, bo Deth aoa en 
called “ Blodgevs Hotel,” reported a bill supple- i 2 F a pe ee ie 5 TETOR OF hi ae 
mentary to an act providing for the accommo- | KUC ne bens aes Preset ES a ma ete oe 
dation of the General Post Office, the Patent or | has SPSS o Plone. ne ee ei n 
fi d for other purposes; which was twice | st States ma gona wonieaiar Ein Sapa res 
ce, an ner purp 3 fortuitously so—an accident against which speculations 
read, and committed. | cannot be secured. The remedy of the petitioners is 
‘ar ! against the sellers of the merchandise. If the peti- 
DRAWBACK OF DUTIES. | toners fail in obtaining redress against the fim of 
Mr. ‘Newton, from the Committee of Com- | Ingraham, Phenix, and Nixsen, in the responsibility 
merce and Manufactures, made an unfavorable | of which they confided, their case is remediless. ‘I'he 
repurt on the petition of George R. Rapelye, and | committee cannot transcend the limits of the Consti- 
others, of the city of New York; which was tution, or the sound and correct principles of jurispru- 
concurred in by the louse. The report is as dence, in recommending the passage of a law which 
follows : - shall be endued with a retroactive operation. They, 


The petiti tain diab tel tive fi therefore, submit the following resolution to the House : 
h ao ee p F ? $ a sa ery’ No pur-| Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to with- 
chased of the firm of Ingraham, Phenix, and Nixsen,! draw their petition. 


goods, entitled, on exportation, to the drawback of du- 


ties,and which the petitioners purchased and exported UNITED STATES’ BANK NOTES. 
under the persuasion that the debentures which issued On motion of Mr. Bacon, the [Louse went into 
from the custom-house would be duly paid. a Committee of the Whole, on the bill to repeal 


the firm of Ingraham, Phoenix, and Nixsen, which im- | of the United States. 

ported the goods, and entered the same for exportation, | Mr, Bacon said, that the Committee of Ways 
has'since failed, without paying the duties, amounting | and Means had thought it necessary to bring for- 
to about ninety-six thousand dollars, to the United ward this bill, in conse uence of a decision which 
States. The petitioners solicit Congress to pass an act had been made an the Cirsunt Court of Virginia 
directing the collector of the customs for the port of th cari otes issued by the Bank of the United 
New York to pay the debentures which they hold, line en still 3 ye in payments to the col- 


notwithstanding the duties have not becn paid by the ! i A 
firm of Ingraham, Phænix, and Nixsen, the importers lectors and other officers of the United States. 
The committee do not know on what ground 


of the goods, t M c t 
If Congress refuse to accede to this solicitation of this opinion was given; they had conceived that 
the petitioners, they then pray that an act may pass to | a5 the limitation of the law had expired, no part of 


authorize them to institute a suit against the collector it could still have force. But, as this opinion has 


In this calculation they have been disappointed, as the tenth section of the act establishing the Bank 


for the port of New York, for the amount of the deben- | been given by the Chief Justice of the United 
tures, inasmuch as the non-payment of the duties by | States, it produces great inconvenience to the 
the firm of Ingraham, Phenix, and Nixsen, is fairly | officers of the United States, as the notes of the 
chargeable to the negligence of the collector, in not | several branches, say Charleston, Savannah, New 
taking responsible sureties to the duty honds. Orleans, &c., will be paid only at the branches 
The committee can see no ground on which the first | from which they issne. 
proposition can he supported; the law, in letter and| Some irregular debate took place on the pro- 
spirit, is opposed to it.: The law says: “In no ease | priety of passing the bill at all. ft was contended 
of an exportation of goods shall a drawback be paid, | that the whole law having expired, it was alto- 
until the duties, on the importation thereof, shall gether unnecessary, not to say improper, to pass 
have been first received,” No duties, on the goods a bill to repeal a section of that law. It was re- 
imported by the firm of Ingraham, Phænix, and Nix- g A tpn 
sen, have as yet been paid, or are likely, as the com- lied by the Chairman of the Committee, of 
A ` 4a ‘Ways and Means, and others, that as the passing 
mittee understand, tv be paid; the petitioners, there- y bill ld $ furth I bie 
fore, are not entitled to receive the amount of their | of the bli v prever an Ya ai SE aati © 
respective debentures. ‘The law, as it stands, clearly ) to the pu Le TONEEL a” Wgowda naye poanius 
evinces the soundness of the principles, on which it is | €Rce on anything which had heretofore taken 
founded no case could have occurred more apposite place, its passage was desirable, 
to prove the necessity of such a provision for the secu- | The Committee rose, and the House ordered 
rity of the Treasury. the bill to a third reading. 
The drawback of duties is allowed on two grounds: SALARIES OF OFFICERS 
first, the exportation of goods within twelve months, eae i : 
calculating from the time of entry ; and, secondly, on hse motion z Rae Seat went into 
Se ryt of atin tte Unt Wie bs or |8 Comma eo ne of eta 
after, such exportation. le salaries ‘ 
The geet may be exported, but, if the duties, on officers of Government therein mentioned. 
their importation, are not paid, there can be no legal| Mr. Bacon stated, that this bill was intended 
right to demand the payment of the debentures. The | to continue in force a law passed in 1799, for in- 


| 
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ereasing the salaries of the Heads of Departments, 
and other officers of the Government, which had 
been continued from time to time ever since. 
Mr. B. stated what the several salaries were be- 
fore this law passed, and what they had been 
since, and left it for the Committee to decide on 
the propriety of passing the bill. 

Mr. Stanrorp disliked the phraseology of the 
limitation clause to this bill, which was “for 
three years and to the end of the next session of 
Congress thereafter.” He said the bill might as 
well be made for four at once. He made two 
unsuccessful attempts to amend the bill in this 
respect. 

Mr. S. then moved to amend the bill, by ad- 
ding to the salary of the Postmaster General 
(over and above the argument included in the 
bill) five hundred dollars per annum; and to the 
first Assistant Postmaster General, three hundred 
dollars. ` 

A. division of the motion was called for, and 
the addition to the Postmaster General was car- 
ried, 58 to 24. 

But the question being put on adding three 
hundred dollars to the salary of the first Assistant 
Postmaster General, it was opposed by Mr. Bas- 
3eTT and Mr. Lacocx,and supported by Mr. Tati- 
MADGE. On motion of Mr. Key, who thought it 
would be well to take a longer time to consider 
the subject. the Committee rose and obtained leave 
to sit again. , 


Tuurspay, February 13. 

On motion of Mr. Saver, the select commit- 
tee were discharged from the consideration of 
the petition of Silas Stone, and it was referred to 
the select committee appointed on the bill from 
the Senate “to promote the progress of science 
and usefal arts, by securing, for a limited time, 
to the inventors, the exclusive right to their re- 
spective discoveries.” 

Mr. McKim presented a document in support of 
the petition of James H. McCulloch ; which was 
referred to the Committee of tne Whole on the 
repurt of the Committee of Ways and Meaus ou 
the several petitions of the Collectors of Philadel- 
phia, Norfolk, Plymouth, and Baltimore. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ making ap- 
propriations for the support of an additional mil- 
itary force,” with an amendment; in which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

On motion of Mr. WricuT,a committee was 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of ren- 
dering the Representatives Chamber more con- 
venient to the despatch of public business, and of 
finishing the same. 

On motion of Mr. Potnpexrer, the House took 
up for consideration the resolution, some time ago 
submitted by him, to instruct the Committee of 
Ways and Means to inquire into the propriety of 
prohibiting by law the corporation of New Or- 
leans from exacting a tax or duty on vessels, boats, 
or other craft, descending the Mississippi, laden 
with produce, and touching at that place, &e. 


This proposition was objected toby Mr. Troup, 
principally because it appeared to him to bea sub- 
ject for judicial investigation, and because the 
Territory of Orleans .was not represented on this 
floor. It was supported by Messrs. POINDEXTER 
and McKerg, because the tax in question was a 
grievous one on the people of the Western country, 
and said to be unconstitutional, as being a taxon 
exports; which was a sufficient ground for in- 
quiry into the subject. If the Territory should 
send adelegate to the present Congress, he would 
arrive in time for the final decision on the report 
of the committee proposed to be constituted, &e. 

The resolution was agreed to by a considerable 
majority, and a committee of five accordingly ap- 
pointed. 


ARMING THE MILITIA. 


The House resolved inself into a Committee 
of the Whole, on the bill providing for arming 
the whole body of the militia of the United States, 

Mr. Wixutams explained the objects of the bill, 
and how the committee who reported it had en- 
deavored to divest this plan of the features which 
were objected to when it was incorporated in the 
classification bill. 

Mr. Rosperts, after expressing his desire to 
vote for the bill, if it could be amended so as to 
secure its avowed object in the State which he 
represented, as well as in other States, which had 
already made provision for arming their militia, 
moved to amend the section for distributing the 
arms, by adding thereto the words “or in such’ 
manner as the Legislatures of the respective 
States or Territories may by law direct.” 

This motion was negatived, 43 to 40. 

Mr. Rozerts then moved to strike out the first 
section of the bill, with a view to destroy it; as 
he thought, in its present form, the carrying it 
into effect would be attended with great incon- 
venience, He particularly objected to the fines 
and penaltics inflicted by the bill. s 

The motion was negatived, there being only 
twenty-six members in favor of it. 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill to 
the House. The House took it up; when 

Mr. Rozerrs renewed his motion, to add the 
following words to the section which directs the 
distribution of the arms; “as the Legislatures of 
the several States may by law direct.” 

Mr. Tatimapcs hoped that this amendment 
would be agreed to, in order to accommodate gen- 
tlemen whose States would prefer a different 
mode of distribution from that prescribed in the 
bill. He thought the main object was to get the 
arms; their distribution might be very well left 
with the several State governments. He should 
be sorry if the bill should be lost, by gentlemen’s 
pertinaciously adhering to their own particular 
mode of distribution. 

Mr. Ranpotra was sorry that any difference 
of opinion should exist as to the mode of distrib- 
uting these arms, and when gentlemen, ia whose 
intelligence and integrity he had the utmost re- 
liance, assured him that the mode of distributing 
the arms, proposed in the bill, would not be well 
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received in their States, he could not but believe 
them, and was desirous of accommodating them. 
‘He, for one, wished to see these arms in the hands 
of those who’ were to use them; there were 
weighty reasons against placing them in arsenals 
in the Southern States; but he should be glad if 
the bill could be so arranged as to suit the views 
of all who were friendly to the measure. 


- The questiou was taken and carried—yeas 70, 
nays 41, as follows. 

Yeas—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, Abijah Big- 
elow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, William Butler, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, 
Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jun, Roger Davis, 
Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, William 
Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Felix Grundy, 


Obed Hall, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jun., | 


Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph 
Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Livingston, Aaron Dyle, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jer- 
emiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas New- 


bold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Pi- į 


per, James Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
William Reed, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Rob- 
erts, William Rodman, John Sevier, Daniel Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, George M. ‘Troup, Charles Tur- 
ner, jun., Picrre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, 
Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, 
and Thomas Wilson. 

Nays—Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, John 
C. Calhoun, James Cochran, William Crawford, Jos. 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. 
Green, Bolling Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, 
Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Peter 
Little, William Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George 
C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, 
Arunah Metcalf, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Joseph 
Pearson, Isracl Pickens, William M. Richardson, Henry 
M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, Ebenezer Sage, Ebene- 
zer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Philip 
Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, David R. Wil- 
liams, and Robert Wright. 

After some objections by Mr. Miunor to the 
details of the bill, particularly as to the fines and 
imprisonments imposed, and some debate upon an 
amendment which he proposed, but afterwards 
withdrew, the bill was amended at the instance of 
Mr. MiLwor. by adding to it the following pro- 
viso: “Provided. That no imprisonment directed 
* by this act, shall, in any instance, endure for a 
‘ longer term than three months.” ; 

The question was then put, “ Shall the bill be 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading ?” when 
Mr. Macon wished the decision of that question 
might be postponed till to-morrow ; for, friendly 
as he was, and always had been, to the arming of 
the militia, an amendment had taken place which 
he disliked so much that he wished time to con- 
sider whether he ought now to vote for the bill. 

And on motion, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow. 


; of Claims was negatived. 


Hripay, February 14. 

Mr. Guotson, from the committee, made a re- 
| port on the petition of Lieutenant Simeon Knight, 
which was read; when Mr. GHotson presented 
a bill forthe relief of Lieutenant Simeon Knight, 
which was read twice and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, made a report on the petition of Thom- 
as Orr; which was read, and the resolution there- 
in contained concurred in by the House, as 
follows: + 

Resolved, That Thomas Orr, the assignee of 
| Martin Andrews, be confirmed in the purchase of 
Í the southeast quarter of scetion number cleven, 
township number seven, and range second, in the 
Steubenville District, which purchase was made 
on the fourth day of May, 1811, at the rate of four 
dollars per acre. 

The Committee on the Public Lands were in- 
f structed to bring in a bill, pursuant to the said re- 
j solution. 
| Mr. BUrwELL moved that the petition of Peter 
l Landais, presented some time ago, and at that 


| time refused a reference to a select committee, be 
Í now referred to the Committee of Claims. This 
was objected to by Mr. Guotson, the chairman 
of: that committee, who said this petition had 
been frequently before that committee, and re- 
pee made upon it. If it were referred at all, he 
hoped it would therefore go toa select committee. 
The motion to refer the petition to the Commit- 
A motion was 
then made to refer it to a select committee, and 
carried. 


CLAIM OF THOMAS WILSON. 


Mr. Gaotson, from the Committee of Claims; 


made a report on the petition of Thomas Wilson ; 
which was read; when, Mr. GuoLson presented, 
a bill for the relief of Thomas Wilson; which 
was read twice and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. The report is as 
follows: 


That the petitioner claims an additional allowance for 
rations furnished to the troops of the United States in 
Louisiana, pursuant to a contract with the Department 
of War, dated the 3d of August, 1803. When the de- 
mand of the petitioner for extra allowance was present- 
ed at the War Department, it appears his accounts had 

| been transferred to the accounting officers of the Trea- 
| sury ; and the Secretary of War observes that, “ having 
| duly considered the claim before mentioned, with alt 
| the circumstances accompanying the same,” he con- 
ceives he is “ not authorized to make any further al- 
lowance;” but he recommended to the Comptroller a 
suspension of legal proceedings against Mr. Wilson, 
until he could make application to Congress for relicf. 
Upon the face of the contract there is nothing to sup- 
port the demand of the petitioner. His claim is found- 
ed on two letters from General Dearborn, late Secreta- 
ry of War, which are exhibited as evidence of an un- 
derstanding between the Secretary and the petitioner 
at the time of the contract. In one of these letters, 
General Dearborn says to Mr. Wilson, “ that it was 
undoubtedly intended to make you reasonable allow~ 
ances for any unforeseen and unavoidable expenses that 
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might become necessary for carrying into effect such 
parts of your contract as related to new posts that 
might be established within the limits of your contract 
in Louisiana.” This letter is dated the 26th of April i P 
1811. In the other letter General Dearborn infom INCREASE OF REVENUE. 

Mr. Eustis “ tbat each of the posts in Louisiana, includ- Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
ing New Orleans, might be considered as new posts.” | Means, made a report in relation .to the revenue 
Thus the petitioner claims extra compensation for the | necessary for the present and two succeeding 
supplies furnished by him at all the military posts in| years, accompanied with a plan for raising the 
Louisiana, upon the allegation that, in furnishing: same; which was read, and committed to a Com- 
them, he encountered “unforeseen and unavoidable | mittee of the Whole on Monday next. The re- 
expenses, | port is as follows : 


To sustain this allegation, the petitioner has adduced | The Committce of Ways and Means having taken 


variety of i is i Vg : : : : 
s variety. of documents which satisfy tho commiting, into consideration the subject of the revenue and ex- 


that, in executing his contract, he was subjected to in- ; : 
conveniences, and must have incurred expenses in- | penditure of the United States for the present and two 


foreseen at the date of the contract. Supplies, in ad- | succceding yoars, in particular reference to a state of 
vance, for a much longer period than Wee mentioned | contemplated. war duning a greater portion of that 
in the contract were required, and, as the petitioner as- ! Peh, 7 h pei vo report during th t 
serts, without the stipulated notice. The petitioner, it ! n i ns pia aL eae PERA 7 hha ead 
appears, was consequently compelled to procure the | grouse mone F Tl, Bes y BIG ere ee 
supplies at high prices in the neighborhood of the | 8705% are estimated as © lows, rel 
rar i Expenses of a civil nature both foreign 

places where they were wanted, whilst, in a regular | dd ti a: $1,260,000 
course of supply, he would have had time to have got | 4 ana domesme = a ia Bah o E Te Stadi 

iai | Army—exclusive of the additional mili- 
provisions from the Western country, where they were tary fi thorized by the act of th 
cheap. ‘I'he sudden augmentations and diminutions | ATY VSTOPA pec adit S 332 300 
of the detachments for Orleans Territory, are, more- | gets sengon, a ks piai , im the 
over, affirmed by the petitioner to have been causes of | or 1800, 1810. nial. a Š - + 2,581 000 
i bane and unforeseen expense. j Noval i ie Ee 

our committee, after a full examination of the sub- ! ine C ` i : = å 2,500,000 
ject, are of opinion that the petitioner is entitled to! Tine eg ie : 7 rane 
some additional componädtion: to be adjusted by the | Atenia arina inet vee ADE 
accounting officers of the Department of War, upon j patentee ran ced ene Tor ihe pùr- 
such evidence as may be produced by the petitioner. | permaner a SL ie P 


to a Committee on the Whole to-morrow. 


aval Department, including the Ma- 


š - 4, 
They, therefore, ask leave to report a bill for his relief. jaan D . or are š : o0 
ARMING THE MILITIA. Interest on the public debt - - - 2,225,000 


The House resumed the consideration of the! , 
bill for arming the militia; when, on motion of | Total ordinary expenses =- = = $9,400,000 


Mr. Mitnor, an amendment was made to tbat That the aee receipts into the Treas- 
section of the bill which inflicts a penalty on the et Are T ENIT DE ee. $8,200,000 
representative of any deceased militiaman im- eee 


i | 
properly witthholding his arms. Leaving a deficit in the receipts of  - $1,200,000 
| 


Mr. M. Cray stated that he yesterday voted in 
favor of an amendment to the bill, leaving it with 
the respective States or Territories to distribute 
the arms provided by this bill, in such manner as 
they may direct. He now wished to have that 
vote reconsidered, and moved to that effect—The 
yeas and nays were called upon the question. 

Mr. Lacock observed, that as this was an im- 
portant question, upon which, perhaps, the fate of 
the bill depended, he could wish to have it decid- 
ed in a fuller House; there being barely a quo- 
rum of members present. He, therefore, moved 
that the House adjourn.—Carried. 


Which deficit may, however, be paid out of the 
moneys remaining in the Treasury at the close of the 
last year, leaving a sum of $1,300,000 on hand, 
which, in the opinion of the Committce, it would not 
be prudent under existing circumstances, further to 
exhaust. 

That the extraordinary expenses of the present year 
already authorized by law, or which by bills pending 
before Congress are in a course of authorization, are 
as follows, viz: 

Ordnance and ordnance stores, camp 
cquipage, and other quartermaster’s 


stores - - - - - - $1,900,000 
| Six companies of mounted rangers - 108,762 
Monpay, February 17. Additional military force = - - -  5,112,5R0 


: f : Repairing vessels out of commission and 
Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- purchase of timber for naval purposes 680,000 


lic Lands, presented a bill giving a further time | Erection of additional fortifications - 1,000,000 


for registering claims to lands in the western dis- | Calling out certain corps of volunteers 1,000,000 
triet of the Territory of Orleans; which was read Den 


twice and committed to a Committee of the 10,801,332 
Whole on Thursday next. — 

Mr. Kina, from the committee appointed the | Total extraordinary expenses say - ~- $11,000,000 
Yth instant, presented a bill to authorize John >= 
Rutherford, of the State of North Carolina, to} The whole of which sum it is necessary, and is ac- 
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cordingly proposed, to raise by loan, conformable to the ! Leaving a deficiency to be ‘provided for 


bill herewith reported by the committee. 

That the amount of the principal of the public debt 
which is reimburseable during the same year, con- 
sisting of six per cent., deferred and exchanged 

- stocks, is - - - -= - $2,135,000 

And in the event-of stocks falling below 
par (thereby imposing upon the Com-. 
missioners of the Sinking Fund an ob- 
ligation to purchase in order to satisfy 
the annual appropriation of eight mil- 
lions of dollars for the reduction of the 
public debt) may amount to the fur- 
ther sum of = - - - - - 3,640,000 

Total amount of the principal of the pub- 
lic debt which may become reimbursa- 


ble during the present year - - $5,775,000 


Which sum it is also proposed to authorize the 
Commissioners of the. Sinking Fund to borrow, con- 
formable to such bill as may hereafter be reported. 
That the ordinary expenses of Govern- 

ment for the year 1813, may be esti- 

mated as for the present year, al 

about - - - - - 
To which must be added the interest 

_ then accruing on the loan proposed to 
be authorized for the service of the 
present year, estimating the same at 
six per cent., and.amounting to` - 

Making the revenue necessary to be pro- 
vided, for paying tho ordinary expen- 
ses, and interest on loans for that 
year (and leaving the extraordinary 
expenses of the year also to be provi- 
ded for by loans) - - - - 
That the receipts into the Treasury from 
the present sources of revenue during 
that year, calculating on: a state of 
war during a greater portion of the 
present year, are estimated (conjectur- 


$9,000,000 


660,000 


9,660,000 


ally) at - -= le - - - 3,100,000 
Leaving a deficiency to be provided for 

by additional revenues to be received 

during that year, of - - - - 6,560,000 
Estimating the ordinary expenses of 1814 

as for the present year, at about. -~ 9,000,000 
And adding the interest accruing on the 

loan proposed for the present year - 660,000 


And also the interest then accruing on 
the loan which in all probability may 
be necessary to cover the extraordi- 
nary expenses of 1813, and which it 
would not be prudent to calculate at 
fess than eleven millions - - - 660,000 

Making the revenue necessary to be pro- 
vided for paying the ordinary expen- 
ses and interest on loans for that year 
(and leaving the extraordinary ex- 
penses of the year also to be provided 


. for by loans) -~ - - - 10,320,000 
„Estimating the receipts into the Treas- 

ury from the present sources of the 

revenue during that year at - - 3,100,000 


——_— 


by additional revenues to be received 
during that year, of - - - - $7,220,000 


Under this prospective view of the financial situation 
of the Government, it became in the judgment of the 
committee their imperious duty, as well in reference to 
the obligations incumbent upon them from the general 
trust with which they were clothed, as also in defer- 


‘| ence to that portion of the Message of the President of 


the United States which had been specially referred to 
their consideration, to enter as early as possible upon 
a system of ways and means calculated to provide a 
tevenue, “sufficient at least to defray the ordinary ex- 
penses of Government, and to pay the interest on the 
public debt, including that on new loans which may 
be authorized.” i 
Any provision falling short of this requisition, 
would, in the opinion of the committee, betray an im- 
providence in the Government, tending to impair its 
| general character, to sap the foundations of its credit, 
| and to enfeeble its energies in the prosecution of the 
| contest into which it may soon be driven in defence of 
its unquestionable rights, and for the repulsion of long 
continued and most aggravated aggressions. Should 
| the ruinous syste: of relying altogether upon the aid 
of loans, for defraying not only the extraordinary ex- 
penditures of the present and succeeding years, but also 
a large portion both of the ordinary expenses of the 
Government, and the interest on the public debt, in- 
cluding that on new loans, be suffered to prevail, and 
no additional revenues be seasonably provided, it will 
result, that the loans which it may be necessary to 
jaho during the year 1813, must amount to at 
[i 


least $17,560,000, and for 1814, to $18,220,000; an 
| operation which hy throwing into the market so large 
j an amount of stock, accompanied with no adequate 
provision for paying even the interest accruing on such 
as may he created, but relying altogether upon the 
decreasing ability to borrow for the purpose of paying 
| such interest, must have a most unfavorable effect upon 
the general price of public stocks, and the consequent 
| terms of the loans themselves. It may be added, that 
| a system of that sort would, it is believed, be found to 
be altogether unprecedented in the financial history of 
any wise and regular Government, and must, if yielded 
to, produce, at no distant period, that general state of 
public discredit which attended the ‘national finances 
during the war of the Revolution, and which not: 
but the peculiar circumstances of the country, a: 
| want of a well organized and efficient Gover 
during the period of that Revolution, could at all ' 
‘To have withheld from the public view a fair: 
tion of the probable state of the fiscal concerns - 
Government, under the very first pressure of . 
war, or to have deferred submitting to the House 
a system as in the opinion of the committee w 
dispensable to place the revenues of the country 
a basis commensurate with the public exige 
would, in their judgment, at once have evinced 
eyes of foreign nations an imbccility ot action a: 
design, the effects of which must be too obvious t 
mistaken. And as it regards our own country, wot 
have indicated a policy as feeble and short-sighted as 
| it must have been considered deceptive and disingenu- 
ous—-as unworthy the rulers of a free and enlightened 
nation, as in its result it would have been found fatal 
to its interests, and paralyzing to all its efforts. It is 
obvious that the whole amount which it is necessary 
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3d. A duty on sales at auction of forcign 

merchandise and of vessels, calculated 

to yield a gross revenue of - =- $150,000 
4th. A duty onall sugars refined in the 5 

United States, calculated to yicld a ; 

gross revenue of ~- - - - 200,000 
5th. A duty on carriages used for the 

conveyance of persons, calculated to 

yield a gross revenue of - `- - 150,000 
6th. A duty on various instruments of 


to raise in order to mcet the anticipated deficit of rev- 
enue for the ensuing years, is indeed “ moderate when 
compared either with the population and wealth of the 
United States or with the burdens laid on European 
nations by their Governments.” 

To doubt either the “will or the ability” of the 
people of the United States to bear such burdens as 
are indispensable to this end, would be, to doubt their 
dispositions to meet scriously the contest which is pre- 
sented to them, and would go far to prove that it had: 


better not have been attempted. writing, to be collected by means of 
To doubt the readiness of the Government to bring | stamps, calculated to yield a gross rev- 
“promptly and efficiently” into action the necessary enueof - - - - - - ` 450,000 


resources of the nation, would be to cast a distrust 
over the sincerity of those pledges which they have | Total gross amount of revenue estima- : 
so recently and distinctly given to the world in that | ted from internal duties - - - 1,725,000 
respect, and would imply a suspicion of their firmness 3d. Direct tax. 

or forecast not for a moment to be entertained. 

For a more full and distinct elucidation of the gene- 
ral subject which it has become the duty of the com- 
mittee to present to the House, they heg leave to refer 
to the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, in an- 
swer to the several inquiries made of him by their order, 
and which has heretofore been laid before the House; 
concurring as they most fully do in the general opin- 
jon expressed by him, “ That what appears to be of 


A direct tax to be laid and apportioned 
among the several States according to 
the rule prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion, gross amount -~ - - - 3,000,000 


Total gross amount estimated to be re- 
ceived from internal duties and direct 
tax, when they shall be effectually or- 


reat te x S i in 181 - - - 4,725,00 

vital importance is, that the crisis should at once be Deluet yoni of D) iot collec- E 

met by the adoption of efficient measures, which will Hon; and losaéa, at aboùt 15 per cent 700,000 
5 b nt. 


with certainty provide means commensurate with the 

e on rah tha plc renra fh geen eae Eon ial de 

eminently depend, will enable the United States to Hee and direct tax for-I814: “22 77 4,025,000 

persevere in the contest, until an honorable peace shall 7 oN 

have been obteined.” aay amount estimated from additional 
It is then proposed by the committee, that the ad- uties of imposts and tonnage, inter- 

ditional revenue which will be necessary “to defray nal duties, and direct tax for 1814 - 7,225,000 

the ordinary expense of Government, and to pay the But which on account of the ineffectual 

interest on the public debt, including that on new organizatian of the internal duties and 

loans which may be authorized,” should be immedia- direct tax may not yield, in 1813, that 0.00 

tely provided for in the following modes, viz: amount by a sum of syo itis, 8 650,000 


lst. Additional duties of imposts and tonnage. Leaving the net amount estimated for 


1813 - - - - - - 6,575,000 


Ist. An increase of the duties now payable by law on 
imported merchandise calculated to yield a net rev- 
enue of - - - - - - $2,500,000 
2d. A further retention on the amount 
of all drawbacks allowed by law on 
the exportation of goods, wares, and 
merchandise, calculated to yield a net 
revenue of - - - - - 100,000 
3d. An additional tonnage duty on Ame- 

rican and foreign vessels, calculated to 

yield a net revenue of - - - 200,000 
4th, A duty on all salt imported, calcu- 

lated to yield a net revenue of - - 400,000 


And for this purpose the Committee recommend to 
the House the adoption of the following resolutions, 
viz: 

1. Resolved, That an addition of one hundred per 
cent. be made to the several rates of permanent duties 
now imposed by law on all goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States. 

2. Resolved, That twenty-five per centum be re- 
tained on all thedrawbacks allowed by law on the ex- 
portation of goods, wares, and merchandise, exported 
trom the United States. 

3. Resolved, ‘That additional tonnage duties be laid 
at the following rates, viz: 

Ist. On all vessels licensed for the coasting trade or 
fisheries, twenty cents per ton a year. 

2d. On all other vessels owned by citizens of the 
United States, twenty-five cents per ton on the entry 
of the vessel. 


Total net amount of revenue estimated 
from additional duties of imposts and 
tonnage - - - - - - 3,200,000 


2d. Internal duties. 


a aaee a 


Ist. A duty on licenses to distil spirits from foreign 3d. On all forcign vessels, one dollar and twenty- 
and domestic materials, calculated to yield a gross į five cents per ton on the entry of the vessel. 
revenue of -~ - - - - $275,000 | 4. Resolved, That a duty of twenty cents per bushel 
2a. A duty en licenses to retailers of be laid upon all salt imported into the United States. 
wines, spirits, and foreign merchandise, 5. Resolved, That duties be laid on licenses to distil 
including tavern-keepers, calculated to spirits, at the following rates, viz: 


yield a gross revenue of - =- - 500,000 | 1st. On stills employed in distilling spirits from 
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gallon on the capacity of such stills. 

.2d. On stills solely employed in distilling spirits 
from domestic materials, at any distillery at which 
there are one or more stills of more capacity together 
than one hundred and fifty gallons, at the rate of fifty 
cents per gallon on the capacity of such stills. 

3d. On other stills solely employed in distilling 
spirits from fruit, at the rate of five dollars on each 
still a year. 

4th. On other stills solely employed in distilling 
spirits from any domestic materials, at the rate of fif- 
teen dollars on each still a year. 

6. Resolved, ‘Vhat duties be laid on licenses to re- 
tailers of wines, spirits, and foreign merchandise, in- 
cluding tavern keepers, at the following rates, viz: 

If in cities, towns, or villages, containing more than 
one hundred families— 

Ist. On retailers of foreign merchandise, including 
wines and spirits, twenty-five dollars. 

2d. On retailers of wines alone, twenty dollars. 

3d. On retailers of spirits alone, twenty dollars. 

4th. On retailers of domestic spirits alone, fifteen 
dollars. 

5th. On retailers of foreign merchandise other than 
wines or spirits, fifteen dollars. 

If in any other place than cities, towns, or villages, 
containing more than one hundred families— 

ist. On retailers of foreign merchandise, including 
wines and spirits, fifteen dollars. 

2d. On retailers of wines and spirits, fifteen dollars. 
3d. On retailers of domestic spirits alone, ten dol- 
ars. 

4th. On retailers of foreign merchandise other than 
wines and spirits, ten dollars. 

7. Resolved, That duties be laid on sales at auction 
of foreign merchandise, for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money, two dollars; and on sales at auc- 
tion of ships or vessels, for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money, twenty-five cents. 

8. Resolved, That a duty of four cents per pound 
be laid on all sugars refined in the United States, al- 
lowing a drawback on the exportation of the same. 

9. Resolved, That duties be laid on carriages used 
for the conveyance of persons, at the following rates: 

ist. On every coach, chariot, and postchaise, twen- 
ty-five dollars. 

2d. On every phaeton, and on every coachce, hav- 
ing panel work in the upper division thereof, fifteen 
dollars. 

3d. On every four-wheel carriage hanging on steel 
springs, ten dollars. 

4th. On every four-wheel carriage hanging upon 
iron or wooden springs, and on every two-wheel car- 
riage, with a top, or hanging on steel or iron springs, 
five dollars. 

5th. On every other four or two-wheel carriage, 
three dollars. 

10. Resolved, That stamp duties be laid on the fol- 
lowing instruments of writing, viz: 

Ist. On all notes payable to bearer or order, issued 
by any bank or bankers, at rates on an average of one 
dollar for every hundred dollars, with an option to 
pay, in licu thereof, 24 per centum on their dividends. 

2d. On all notes of hand, above fifty dollars, paya- 
ble to bearer or order, having one or more endorsers, 
at an average of fivo cents for every hundred dollars. 

11. Resolved, That three millions of dollars be 
raised by a direct tax, to be apportioned among the 


foreign materials, at the rate of seventy-five cents per | several States agreeably to the rule prescribed by the 


Constitution. 

12. Resolved, That cach State be authorized to pay 
the amount of its quota to the United States, with a 
deduction of fifteen per cent. if paid before the assess- 
ment is commenced, and of seven and a half per cent. 
if paid before the tax becomes due. 

13. Resolved, 'I'hat all the duties above enumerated, 
and the tax aforesaid, shall be laid and become paya- 
ble only after the United States shall have become en- 
gaged in a war with a foreign European nation, or 
shall have authorized the issuing of letters of marque 
and reprisal against the subjects of such nation. 

14, Resolved, That the said duties and tax shall 
continue until one year after the conclusion of peace 
with such foreign nation and no longer. 


Mr. Bacon, from the committee, then presented 
a bill authorizing a loan for a sum not exceeding 
millions of dollars; which was twice read, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole on 
Monday. ig 
THE MILITIA. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for arming the militia of the United States, 
when Mr. Ciay’s motion, made to reconsider the 
amendment which had been agreed to, putting it 
in the power of the respective States to distribute 
the arms as they thought proper, came under dis- 
cussion. It was supported Be Messrs. Macon, 
Sine, Srow, Fisk, and Lirras. and opposed 
by Messrs. Roperrs, TaLuMapes, WIDGERY, 
Rura, and McCoy. 

lt was argued in favor of a reconsideration, 
that this amendment might defeat the object of 
the bill, which was to put arms into the hands of 
every young man when he attained the age of 
eighteen; that this amendment placed it in the 
power of the State Legislatures to lay up the 
arms in an armory, or to put them into the hands 
of a favored party; instead of arming the nation, 
the arms might be locked up from the people; ıt 
would be arming the Government against the 
people, and not placing the people in a situation 
to defend themselves against any oppression with 
which they might be menaced from whatever 
quarter it might come. Allusions were made to 
the period when McPherson’s Blues threatened 
the peace of the city of Philadelphia, and to the 
Embargo times, in order to show that the arms 
would bè safer in the hands of the people than 
laid up in armories by the States. 

Against the reconsideration it was contended, 
that the respective State Legislatures might 
safely be trusted with the power of distribuung 
these arms; that they never could be supposed to 
become the oppressors of the people, since they 
were annually elected by the people; that the 
probability was, that they would distribute the 
arms among the citizens in such a manner as 
cach State would deem best calculated to render 
the militia efficient. As to the instances of im- 
proper conduct in a small number of individuals, 
alluded to, no danger could ever be apprehended 
from such momentary delusions. 

The question for recoasideration was nega- 
tived—yeas 52, nays 62. as follows: 


, Elijah Brigham, William A. Burwell, William Butler, į 


. adding a proviso to the amendment above al- 


` contravene the provisions contained in the first 


t Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Black- 


t 
i 


. liam Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 


: Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Pi- 
|. per, James Pleasants, jun., Peter B. Porter, Wm. M. i ) 
| Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, posed to be raised. He had purposely couched it 
| John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Saml. j in broad and general terms, to prevent any em- 
' Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Rich- | barrassment to the committee, should one be ap- 
_ ad Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, David R. | pointed, whose duty it would be to prepare the 
: Williams, and Rohert Wright. bill. He would, however, submit to the House, 
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Yras—Wilis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Bur- ‘ham, William A. Burwell, William Butler, Epaphro- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, | ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Condit, 
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, | John Davenport, jun., Roger Davis, William Ely, Jas. 
James Cochran, William Crawford, Joseph Desha, | Emott, William Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, 
Samuel Dinsmoor, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, ! Charles Goldsborough, Felix Grundy, Richard Jack- 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, ! son, jun, Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob į Juu., Aaron Lyle, William McCoy, Alexander Mc- 
Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Peter Little, | Kim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. . 
William Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Max- | Moseley; Thomas eee enone ee Oden 
well, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Samuel: thy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Hugh Nel- | William Reed, Jolin Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William, 
son, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, | Rodman, Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, Adam Sey-. 
James Pleasants, jr., Win. M. Richardson, Ilenry M. j bert, Daniel Sheffey, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Ridgely, Samucl Ringgold, Jno. Roane, Ebenezer Sage, | Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, . 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, Jio Laban Whea- 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, | ton, Leonard White, Rohert Whitehill, Wm. Widgery 
William Strong, Robert Wright, and David R. Wil- | and Thomas Wilson. - 


liams. A motion was then made by Mr. B. Haru, to 
Nays—Stevenson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, | amend the section by adding to the end thereof, 
Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, | the following provisto: 


“ Provided, That the regulations made by any State . 
or Territory shall not extend further than to cause the 
arms to be taken care of; and, from time to time, to 
cause the same to be repaired and put in complete 
order.” 


Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis 
Condit, John Davenport, jun., Roger Davis, Elias 
Earle, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thos. 
R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Obed 
Hall, Richard Jackson, jun., Abner Lacock, Lyman Bef p asiak ; d 
Law, Joseph Lefever, Robt. Le Roy Livingston, Aaron | efore a question was taken on this amend- - 


` Lyle, William McCoy, Alexander McKim, James Mil- ment, the House adjourned. 


nor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 
0. Moseley, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thos. 
Nowton, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Boen- 
jamin Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Wiliam Reed, John 
Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, John Se- 
vier, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stan- 
ford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Samucl Tag- 
gart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Piorre Van Cortlandt, 
junior, Leban Wheaton, Leonard White, Robt. Whito- 
hill, William Widgery, and Thomas Wilson. 


Mr. WititiamMs moved to amend the bill, by 


Tvespay, February 18. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pab- 
lic Lands, presented a bill for the relief of Thos. 
Orr; which was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the bill “making appro- 
priations for the support of an additional mili- 
tary force ;” and the amendment being read, was 
concurred in by the House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury, under the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to purchase of Wins- 
low Lewis his patent right for a new mode of 
lighting light-houses ; which, being amended, and 
an appropriation of $60,000 made, the bill was 
reported to the House, agreed to, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 


PROVISIONAL ARMY. 

Mr. Porter, agreeably to notice, offered to the 
House the fullowing resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and report a bill authorizing the President of the 
United States to engage, commission, and organize a 
provisional military force of twenty thousand men, in 
addition to the force already authorized by law. 

The House agreed to consider the resolution. 

Mr. Porrer said, that the resolution did not 
describe very definitely the species of force pro- 


luded to: “Provided such directions shall not 


section of this act.” [Which directs that every 
citizen arriving at the age of cighteen shall be 
put in possession of a stand of arms.] 

This motion was negatived—yeas 54, nays 55, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 


ledge, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, Joseph De- 
sha, Samuel Dinsmoor, James Fisk, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Thomas Gholson, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, 
Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, 
William R. King, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Wil- 


Thomas Moore, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, Jas. 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Stephen 


i Hia aeai a a a a a a 


Naxs—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John { more minutely his own views in making the pro- 


: Baker, David Bard, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brig- | position. His object was to provide a force sim- 
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ilar to the one proposed to be raised by the first 


volunteer bill reported by the Committee on For- ! 


eign Relations, and which unfortunately, in his 
opinion, bad been abandoned for one of a differ- 
ent description. His wish was to raise a tempo- 
rary force for immediate service, and applica- 
ble to any military object which the Govern- 
ment might feel disposed to accomplish before the 
Army of 25,000, whose formation would be ne- 
cessarily tardy, could be prepared for effective 
service. He wished to hold out an invitation to 
the enterprising young men’ who compose the 
voluntecr militia, who already possess some know- 
ledge of military tactics; and who, from patriotic 


i sential rights and interests of an independent na- 
tion, he was disposed to commence and prosecute 
war, in the only way ia which war could be suc- 
cessfully prosecuted, with vigor and decision. If 
this course had not been, or should not be pursued, 
me responsibility would not rest upon his shoul- 
ers. 
| Mr. P. said he felt it his duty, unpleasant as it 
was, to repela charge which had been made against 
one description of the members of the House, 
and in which he might be supposed to be impli- 
| cated. It had been more than once insinuated 
| that the members from the interior are most eager 
for war, because they would be least exposed to 


motives, will cheerfully offer their services for a | its calamities. The remark might have been bet- 
short period and for a definite object; but who | ter spared. It was, as to himself at least, wholly 
will not submit to the drudgery of a camp for | without foundation. His residence was on the 
five years. He wished it to be distinctly under- ! Niagara river, directly opposite to the point where 
stood, that his object was to make the services of | the whole of the physical foree of Upper Canada 


the proposed corps contingent—not to be employed 
unless in the opinion of the Executive they should 
be necessary, and not to be paid except when in 
actual service. This would prevent any unne- 
cessary expense to the Government. 

Mr. P. hoped his proposition would be met in 
the same spirit of candor in which it was offered. 
He was satisfied that onthe success of this or 
some similar measure, the lives and fortunes of 
many of his immediate constituents, and of many 
other good people of the United States, were, in 
the event ofa war with Great Britain, suspended. 
If we could repose any confidence in our own acts 
and declarations, we had already brought our- 
selves to the verge of such a war, and Great Brit- 
ain is by this time fully apprized of our intentions, 
What would be her course of conduct on the oc- 
casion? Would she remain supine and inactive, 
and suffer her territories to be wrested from her, 
and her subjects butchered, without making ao 
effort at resistance? No, this was not the char- 
acter of our enemy. Inthe numerous wars in 
which she had been engaged, she had rarely been 
known to give the second blow. And if we con- 
tinued to go on preparing for war in the good na- 
tured, desultory way we had hitherto pursued, he 
greatly feared that, by and byc, and when we least 
expect it, we shall receive a stroke which this na- 
tion may long have occasion to lament; and for 
which, if justly imputable to our tardiness and 
indecision, we could never be forgiven. Ile would 
not accuse any honorable member of apathy to 
the interests of the nation, but he feared we did 
not realize, as we ought, the highly critical situa- 
tion in which our measures had placed it. The 
business of making war was vot to be trifled with ; 
it was time we should understand each other. 
Mr. P. said he had not the honor to be distinguish- 
ed for making high-toned war speeches. He 
confessed that it was not without hesitation and 
reluctance that he had brought himself to con- 
sent that the nation should abandon its present 
peaceful, and, in many respects, prosperous con- 
dition, for the uncertainties of war. But having. 
in common as he trusted, with a large majority 
of the House, satisfied himself that there was no 
other course to pursue consistently with the es- 


| Was concentrated. He lived within reach of the 
| guns of a British fort; and no man, in proportion 
to what he had to risk, would put more at haz- 
ard than himself in the conflict which is to ensue. 
He would say, too, (not, however, by way of beg- 
ging quarters from the Canadians, for he should 
never do that,) that he had many valuable friends 
in Canada~—men with whom he was in habits of 
almost daily intercourse, aud for whom he enter- 
tained the warmest regard. These men knew 
that the course which he was pursuing in this 
House, in relation to Great Britain, did not pro- 
ceed from hostility to them, nor to the people 
of the Canadas; but that it was dictated by the 
same love for the honor and prosperity of his 
country, which they felt for theirs, and without 
i feeling which he should be unworthy of their 
| friendship. Under such circumstances a war 
| would be peculiarly distressing to him, as well on 
account of the exposed situation of himself and 
friends within the United States, as of those in 
i Canada, and with whom it would bring him in 
collision. But he should feel himself unworthy 
the confidence of his country, if he could suffer 
such considerations to govern him in a great ques~ 
tion involving the vital rights of the nation. The 
safety of himself and his constituents was bot- 
tomed on this belief, that, in case war is indis- 
pensable, it will be promptly undertaken, and 
specdily terminated; that it will be honorably, at 
the same time that it is vigorously conducted ; 
and that it will not be disgraced by the savage 
! barbarities and petty depredations, which too often 
| characterize the wars carried on along the bor- 
| ders of neighboring and hostile nations. 
Our professed object, at the outset of the war, 
was to attack the British provinces; and here, he 
| was ready to agree, the enemy was most vulnera- 
ble to our power. What, then, he would ask the 
| House, as practical men, was the best course to 
| pursue to attain this object with the least sacri- 
| fice to ourselves? He possessed some knowledge 
of the situation and strength of the Canadas, 
which he had derived, partly from personal ob- 
servation, and partly from the information of re- 
spectable men who reside there. The British 
have about five thousand regular troops in Que- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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land States, on a few days’ notice. They could 
oppose no obstacle to the subjugation of the upper 
country. Independently of Quebec they had not 
more than two thousand or three thousand regu- 
lar troops in both the Canadas, and these dispers- 
ed over a country as many miles in extent as 
there were numbers of men. They had no form- 
idable fortifications. Most of the efficient force 
they could oppose to us, consisted in a raw and 
undisciplined militia of about twenty thousand, 
who were, in every respect, inferior to our own; 
inferior in arms and equipments, inferior in dis- 
cipline, and, he might well say, inferior in national 
spirit. No reinforeement could be thrown in until 
the St. Lawrence becomes navigable, which will 
be about the last day of May; and we might safely 
calculate that no troops would reach the upper 
country before the first of July. Would it not, 
then be wise, (if our object really were to occupy 
the Canadas,) would it not be a saving of blood 
and treasure to calculate on an invasion before 
the time we had mentioned? We should all 
agree that it would; but, he would ask whether 
we had made any effectual provision for enabling 
the President to take such a course? We must 
attack Canada, if at all, with regular troops or 
volunteers, or both. When he spoke of regular 
troops in contradistinction to volunteers, he meant 
by the former, men on long enlistments, who make 
ihe profession of arms their regular business ; and, 
by the latter, men engaged for a short period and 
fora definite object, although, strictly speaking, 
they were both regular troops and both volun- 
teers. We had been told by some gentlemen, that 
the only proper force for this purpose was an army 
of regular troops; that they were more effective 
than volunteers; that it would be a wanton waste 
of the best blood of the country to send volunteers 
onsuch a service. He was ready to agree that reg- 
ular troops were better than volunteers; but had 
we got them? We have passed a law to raise 
twenty-five thousand regular troops, but no rea- 
sonable man would say that. they could be all 


: raised in time to effect any important service 


during the present year. The officers were not 
yet appointed. The men were to be recruited in 
every part of the United States, from Maine to 
Georgia and Tennessee, and it would require some 
months, after their enlistment, to collect them to- 
gether, and march them to some common place 
of rendezvous, on the enemy’s lines. The ques 
tion is not, then, the abstract one, whether regu- 
lar troops are better than volunteers ; but whether 
it is better to attack Canada with volunteers, 
while we have nothing to oppose us but militia, 
greaily inferior to our own; or whether it will 
be better to delay a year, and then make the in- 
yasion with regular troops, when we shall b> met 
not only by regular, but by highly disciplined 
veteran troops, every way superior to ours, and 
they, too, aided by an improved militia, and the 


| 
| ter in their hands than in ours. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Canadians. 
| Mr. P. said, that he had never entertained any 
doubts on this subject; and, although he profess- 
| ed no skill asa military man, he could not hesi- 
| tate in giving an opinion as to the course we 
ought to pursue. Let us, said he, raise fifteen or 
| twenty thousand volunteers in the Northern and 
Eastern States. They may be easily obtained in 
companies, already associated, armed. and discip- 
lined, and ready to take the field by the middle of 
May. To these let us add six cr eight thousand 
regular troops, or whatever number of the twenty~ 
five thousand that shall then have been imbodied. 
With this army we may overrun Canada, with 
the exception of Quebec, in a few weeks. Let 
the army descend to some point on the St. Law- 
rence between Montreal and Quebec; there let 
a military post be established, and the regular 
troops stationed; there the soldiers may have time 
to become dexterous artillerists, and the officers 
practical engineers. And, when they shall have 
acquired a competent degree of skill and science 
in their profession, and have been joined by other 
regular troops, they may proceed at their leisure, 
to the siege and reduction of Quebec. As re- 
spects the injury to our enemy, Quebec were bet- 
When its com- 
munication with the interior is cut off, the value 
of the Canadas will be lost to the British, and 
Quebec can only be supported at the immense 
expense of sending provisions from Europe. In 
the meantime, the volunteers may be detached 
from the Army, gointo the New England States, 
be there reinforced, and proceed to the attack of 
Halifax and the Eastern provinces. The danger 
suggested the other day by the honorable gentle- 
man from Georgia (Mr. Troup) of proceeding to 
Ilalifax. before the reduction of Quebec, does not 
exist. The military maxim, that an enemy’s 
post is not to be left in your rear, does not apply. 
The distance between those places is so great, the 
country so rugged, barren, and inhospitable, that 
| it would be next to impossible to march an army 
| from one place to the other. Beside, the garrison 
i at Quebec would be always kept in check by our 
army stationed above it, During the whole of 
this time, the recruiting service would go on to 
supply the places of the volunteers, portions of 
whom would be successively dismissed, until the 
| whole army would be converted into regular 
| troops. 
| If he was not greatly deceived as to the spirit 
| and inclinations of the Northern people, there 
would be no difficulty in obtaining auy number 
| of volunteers that might be required, on the short- 
| est notice. If the State cf New York stood alone, 
unconnected with her sister States, and felt the 
same disposition to take Canada, which we pro- 
fess to feel, she would have invited out ber militia 
and reduced it in about half the time we have 
been talking about making preparations to do it 
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New York and Vermont will furnish the requisite | erty of the citizens for the purpose of conducting 
number of men, if you will fairly give them the | the war ; that, having a right to all the physical 
invitation. They are ready to offer their patri- : force of the nation for the purposes of war, we 
otic services to the Government for this enter- | have, therefore, a right to the militia as a part of 
prise ; but they will not become slaves tothe Army | that physical force. 
for five years. | Independently of the questionable propositions 
But, said Mr. P., the question in this House | laid down in this argument, his friend would par- 
was not so much whether volunteers were the | don him for saying that the argument itself was 
proper force to commence the war, as it was how | not logical, inasmuch as his conclusion did not 
we were to avail ourselves of their services? į follow his premises. If the propositions are true, 
Some gentlemen were of opinion that they could | that we have a right to the physical force of the 
not be marched out of the United States, tor the | nation for the purpose of carrying on the war, 
purposes of offensive war, in the character of mi-|and that we act, in respect to the war, as a na- 
litia, but that they must be organized as regular: tional Government without the agency of the 
or federal troops. Other gentlemen were of opin- | States, the true conclusion must be, that the mil- 
ion, that they might be marched out as militia. | itia cannot be employed in war. He wished to 
And those who held the latter opinion, were again | be understood as using the term war in exactly 
divided as to the grounds upon which they sup- | the same sense in which it had been used by the 
ported it. gentleman from South Carolina, as denoting a 
His honorable friend from South Carolina, (Mr. | state of avowed, open, offensive war, in contra- 
Cueves,) in his very ingenious argument on the | distinction to the defensive operations assigned 
volunteer bill, had not only most skilfully, bat, | by the Constitution to the militia. Are the mil- 
he was fearful, too successfully, contended that | itia a part of the physical force of the national 
Congress have the right to coerce the militia into ; Government? No, the militia are the artificial 
foreign service. Others denied that they could ; force of the States. They are the political insti- 
be. legally compelled into service, but insisted i tutions of the States. They are officered, com- 
that they might be employed under a voluntary | manded, and trained by State authority. They 
contract. Mr. P. said, he had given his opinion į; live, move, and have their being by the political 
on this subject at an early stage of the debate on | breath of State authority, and the very moment 
the volunteer bill; and all he had heard or scen ; that authority is withdrawn, they cease to exist. 
since had only tended to confirm his opinion, that | It does not follow, then, that, because we have a 
militia cannot be employed under the Federal | right to the physical force of the country for the 
Government in foreign war. After the able dis- į purposes of war, we have, therefore, a right to 
cussion which the question had undergone, he! the militia. But the converse of this conclusion 
could hardly hope to add anything to influence ‘ follows from the other proposition, namely, that 
the sentiments of the House. But, as the ques- ; in regard to all the operations of war we acl usa 
tion was all-important in deciding on the proposi- i national Government, and State authority is not 
tion he had just submitted—as the adequacy of} known; inasmuch as the militia in their organ- 
the forces already raised, and, of course, the ne- | ized capacity cannot exist, even in imagination, 
cessity of an additional one, must depend wholly | without supposing at the same time the continued 
on the. question, whether the militia volunteers | existence and co-operation of State authority. 
can be marched to'Canada, he would make a few | The fair conclusion from the gentleman’s prem- 
remarks on some of the extraorcinary proposi- | ises is the true Constitutional doctrine for which 
tions that-had been advanced on this subject as I contend, that, if you use militiamen, who are 
Constitutional doctrines, ; the physical force of the nation, you must form 
The positions advanced in the argument of the i them into federal troops, and commission them 


gentleman from South Carolina, if he had rightly į by national authority, which, the gentleman has 


understood them, were these: that the Govern- | 
ment of the United States partakes of the two- 
fold character of a federal and national govern- 
ment; that, in some of its features, it is federal, 
or a government of States, operating indirectly 
` upon the persons and property of the citizens 
through the agency of the State authorities, and, 
in other features strictly national, operating di- 
rectly upon the people; that the system of na- 
tional defence against domestic insurrection and 
foreign invasion, intended to be attained by means 


of the militia, as provided by the Constitution, | 
exhibits a federal view of our Government, and is ` 


a system confined exclusively toa time of peace ; 
that, in time of war, the Government assumes a 
national character as to all the operations and pur- 
poses of the war; that Congress have the sole 
power to declare and wage war, and that this 
power involves a right to the persons and prop- 


correctly stated, is the only authority known in 
i time of foreign war for the purposes of that war. 
i Among the difficulties with which the gentle- 


i his argument, he had been met at the threshold 
: by the provision of the Constitution which de- 
; clares the purposes for which Congress may call 
:forth the militia. 
: the Constitution was only a delegation of specifie 
i powers for particular purposes, and that all pow- 
| ers not expressly granted were retained. He had 


struction, that, where there is an enumeration of 
i particuiar powers in relation to any subject, the 
: presumption is conclusive that all similar powers 
_or all other powers in relation to the same sub- 
| ject, were intended to be withheld. Ie is obliged, 
therefore, to concede as a consequence, that the 
enumeration in the Constitution of the purpuses 


: man had been obliged to contend in the course of | 


He had acknowledged that ` 


acknowledged, too, as a universal rule of con- ` 


fs 


Ps 


1065 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1066 


FPesruary, 1812. 


Provisional Army. 


H. or R. 


for which the militia are to be employed, exeludes 
the idea of employing them for any other pur- 
pose. How does the gentleman avoid the force 
‘of this reasoning? Why, sir, “he, tells us that 
this provision of the Constitutioa is limited ex- 
clusively to a time of peace, and that he looks to 
a differant part of the Constitution for a right to 
employ the militia in time of war. Whence is 
the idea of such a limitation inferred? The 
phraseology of the Constitution is general, and 
is applicable equally to all times. Do the ocea- 
sions on which the militia are to be called out 
denote exclusively atime of peace? They are 
to be called out to execute the laws, to suppress 
insurrections, and to repel invasions. An inva- 
sion, as well as an insurrection, or an opposition 
to the laws, may, according to the gentleman’s 
idea, occur in time of peace, or at.a time other 
than that of open and declared war; but he must 
acknowledge that they are all as likely, at least, 
to happen in time of war as peace. 

Our ideas of the militia system were derived 
from Great Britain, whence we reecived most of 
our political institutions. It was fair, in this case, 
as in others, where we adopt their terms and sys- 
tems, to look for definitions and explanations of 
them to their laws, without which they are gen- 
erally unintelligible. 

The militia system in Great Britain was, placing 
arms in the hands of all the independent yeoman- 
ry of the country; organizing them into military 
corps; training and preparing them for efficient 
service. The objects were, to defend the country 
against foreign invasion; and to protect the lib- 
erties of the subject against domestic tyranny. 
The functions of the militia are regulated by the 
acts of Parliament. They are to be employed to 
execute the laws, to suppress rebellions, and re- 
pel invasions. These are the only purposes for 
which they can be employed, and to these they 
are equally applicable in time of war aud time of 
peace. They cannot be used in foreign war; 
they cannot be taken out of the kingdom. The 
provisions of our Constitution in relation to the 
employment of the militia were, undoubtedly, 
suggested by those in the British statutes, of which 
they seem to be a transcript, only that we substi- 
tute the term “insurrection” for “rebellion,” which 
means the same thing. We have one peculiarity 
in respect to the organization of our militia. 
They are officered and trained by State authori- 
ty, instead of that of the General Government, 
to which is committed the power of peace or 
war. Why this precaution? Not, assuredly, to 
make them a more efficient military force, by 
dividing the command among the seventeen in- 
dependent authorities, but for the obvious purpose 
of providing a protection to the State govern- 
ments against the cncroachments of the General 
-Government. It is not to be supposed, then, that 
the framers of the Constitution, after showing 
such extreme jealousy towards the powers of 
the General Government as is exhibited in every 
part of it, and especially on the subject of the 
militia, would commit to this Government the 
sole power to declare war, and with it, the entire 


control of their militia, to be sent to any part of 
the world. If the militia are necessary to the 
protection of the State sovereignties in time of 
peace, they are emphatically so in time of war, 
when the States are surrounded by foreign and 
domestic armies. f 
The distinction between thè duties of militia 
and of an army, is simple and obvious. It is not 
only recognised in the Constitution, but in our 
bills of rights, and in public writers on the ele- 
mentary principles of government—it exists in 
the nature of things. ‘here are two #listinct pur- 
poses to which the physical force of a nation is 
applicable—the one relating to its safety ànd €x- 
istence, the other regarding only its policy. The 
duties of militia are, to execute the laws, to sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions. Without 
this power to effect these purposes, Government 
could not be maintained. These duties are not 
optional, but compulsory ; for, without the power 
to command their services for these purposes, 
society would be dissolved. The business of for- 
eign war isa totally distinct thing—it is a mat- 
ter of policy, and it can never be good policy to 
prosecute a war which has become so unpopular, 
that the whole pecuniary resources of the country 
will not enable you to hire men to carry it on. 
The services of the army are therefore voluntary. 
But we are told, that the right to employ the 
militia is incidental to the puwer of declaring 
war. This power to declare war, aided by the 
magical delusion produced by ealling it a sover- 
eiga power, is made to include a right to the per- 
sons and purses of our citizens, for the purpose 
| of conducting the war. The idea of deductiag 
powers from our sovereignty, was, I believe, quo- 
ted from the works of General Hamilton—a man, 
the unceasing labor of whose political life was 
employed in attempts to break down the State 
governments and to establish a monarchial one 
in their stead. His favorite argument, when he 
wished to extend the powers of the General Gov- 
ernment, was, that the Government was sovereign 
j as to all the purposes for which it was established 
—that war, for instance, was one of these purposes, 
| and therefore, we are sovereign, or have discretion- 
! ary powers as to all the operations and incidents 
of war. The argument meant nothing, or it meant 
too much. If it only meant that there were cer- 
tain powers delegated to us by the Constitution, 
‘and that these were sovereign, it meant nothing 
as an argument to ascertain our powers, because 
the Constitution itself would always be the best 
and the only criterion to determine the nature 
and extent of those powers. If it was meant to 
| confer powers which are not delegated, it was in 
direct violation of an express article of the Con- 
stitution. Sovereignty is the power to do as we 
i please. It isa property which, strictly speaking, 
| exists no where but with the Almighty. As to 
| political sovereignty, whatever of it exists in this 
| country rests with the people, who alone havea 
right to direct the powers of the Government, 
The essence of sovercignty consists in the exer- 
cise of an undefined latitude of discretion. The 
Federal Government is perhaps the last in the 
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and circumscribed. If we are sovereign, this 
quality is the effect and not the cause of our 
powers. IfI wished to show that we were sov- 
ereign as to any subject, I would show the broad 
and plenary power which the Constitution had 
committed to us in relation to that subject; and 
hence I would infer that we weresovereign. But 
I would never resort to our sovereignty to prove 
‘the existence of powers which are not delegated 
by the Constitution. 

What are our powers in relation to war? We 
have the right to declare war; but does this in- | 
volve a right to the persons and purses of the! 
people to carry iton? The terms do not import | 
it; and I have never understood it to be so con- 
sidered. The King of England has the solé 
power to declare war; but he has not therefore a 
right to the persons and property of his subjects 
for the purpose of conducting it. He has not the 
power to employ a man, but by his voluntary 
contract, and he has no means of paying his sol- 
diers, but by the aid of Parliament. They hold 
the power of the purse. The effect of a declara- 
tion of war, is to confer certain powers on the 
‘Executive and to change the exterior relations of 
the country; ‘but it has nothing to do with the 
means of conducting war. These means are given 
in another part of the Constitution. They are 
given in the powers to raise armies, and to levy 
taxes to support them. The idea of coercing men 
into foreign service, is so utterly repugnant to the 

enius of a free Government, that it should never | 
ne entered Into the imaginations of the framers i 
of the Constitution. tis an infringement of the 
personal liberty of the citizens, which no political 
necessity can justify. There is not a more de- 
testable feature in the tyranny of Bonaparte than 
his power of conscription—the power which he | 
exercises of compelling his subjects to fight the ! 
battles of his ambition against their will. There 
is not a more odious practice under the British 
Government, than that of impressing seamen into 
their navy. leall it a practice, because even in 
the military Government of Great Britain they | 
dare not avow the principle—they dare not assert | 
the right of taking men without their consent. 


tion. Gentlemen seemed indignant at the idea, 
that the militia, for whom we never fail to express 
our just attachment in this House, could not go 
where and when they pleased. His friend from 
Kentucky (Mr. Jounson) had asked, the other 
day, with great emphasis and feeling: “What! 
shall nota freeman be permitted to serve his coun- 
try? He would answer: Yes; a freeman might 
be permitted to serve his country ; but the very 
essence of that freedom consisted in the cireum- 
stance that he could not serve in the manner he 
might choose, but in the mode only which has been 
prescribed by law. Our liberty was that of the law, 
and not the unrestrained indulgence of our own 
wills. The laws have assigned certain duties to 
militia, and certain other and distinet duties to 
the army. A militiaman might join the army— 
a whole company, or even a whole regiment of 
militia might turn out together, and agree with 
the Government to go and fight in Canada. But, 
by this very agreement, they would cease to be 
militia; having abandoned the proper business 
of militia and undertaken that of the army, they 
must be converted into Federal troops. The dif- 
ference between him and the gentleman was 
rather a difference of legal form than of substance. 
It arose from not attending to the peculiar and 
complex structure of our Government. If our 
Government, like that of Great Britain, were an 
integral one, and the army and militia under the 
exclusive control of Congress, there would be no 
difficulty—a simple agreement by the militia with 
the Government to go into foreign service, would, 
in that case, convert them into regular troops. 
But the militia and army are commissioned by, 
and act under distinct authorities; and if the 
militia engage in foreign war, they must put off 
their State liveries and assume those of the Gen- 
ral Government. Mr. P. said, that when he heard 
it publicly asserted that the President was dispo- 
sed to carry on a national war with militia, and 
when he reflected on the tendency of a proposi- 
tion submitted yesterday in the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to support this war by 
State contributions; by making requisitions on 
the States for money, instead of raising it by the 
Constitutional mode of taxation, he began to be 


And shall we, in this Republican Government, in | alarmed for the fate of the Federal Government. 
this land of liberty, assert the doctrine that our | He feared that we were going back at least to the 
citizens may be forced from their families, their | old principles of the Confederation. 
occupations, their homes, their country, te carry | Mr. P. said, that nothing but his sense of the 
on foreign war? 1 feel no apprehensions of the | importance of the proposition he had submitted, 
practical enforcement of this principle. When j and of the importance of a fair understanding of 
the people agree tamely to submit to it, they will | this Constitutional question, to its success, could 
have ceased to deserve to be free. l havc induced him to try their patience on this 
Mr. P. said, that he would make only one or} dry and exhausted subject. He had not expected 
two remarks in reply, particularly to the gentle- | to convert gentlemen to his opinion. He had 
men who contend fur the more palatable doctrine, | only hoped to satisfy them that he had reasonable 
that militia may be employed in offensive war | grounds to doubt the correctness of theirs; and, 
with their own consent; as many of the observa- | if the subject were doubtful, to persuade thern that 
tions he had already made, would apply equally | it would be better to raisea force, of the efficiency 
in refutation of this doctrine. of which there could be no question, rather than 
Our notions of liberty in this country are so | to depend upon the militia volunteers. What 
extended, that we are some times apt to set them in | would be the situation of the President, il he were 
array against the law and the Constitution, or! to send the militia, even by their own cousent 


| 
| 
| 
| 


officers? Would he willingly execute upon them 
the high and capital penalties of the martial law ?. 
He presumed not. He would not undertake to 
say what the President’s opinion was on the Con- 
stitutional question. He had heard it was both 
ways. As no man, however, bad more confidence 
in the correctness of the views of the President in 
respect to the powers of the Government, or, in 
his disposition to execute with integrity what he 
believed to be his oflicial duties, than he had, he 
would pledge his reputation that the President 
would never march a militiaman into Canada 
with a view to its conquest. If he were correct 
then in this conjecture, what force had we given 
the President? We had made a parade in pass- 
ing laws to raise twenty-five thousand regular 
troops, and fifty thousand volunteers, but, in truth 
and in fact, we had not given him a single man; 
and yet some gentlemen were complaining that 
the Committee cf Foreign Relations had not re- 
ported a declaration of war. Should they insult 
the President by telling him to go to war, when he 
had nota man to fight with? Let us give him 
an efficient force, and then it will be time to au- 
thorize him to employ it. 

The question was taken without further debate, 
and the resolution was negatived—ycas 49, nays 
58, as follows: 


Yeas--William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, David 
Bard, William Blackledge, William A. Burwell, Mat- 
thew Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William 
Crawford, Roger Davis, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Thos. Gholson, Bolling 
Hall, Aylett Hawes, Joseph Kent, Wm. R. King; Ab- 
ner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Aaron Lyle, 
Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samucl McKee, 
Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Orms- 
by, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, 
jun., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Wm. M. Rich- 
ardson, John Rhea, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
George Smith, Silas Stow, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur- 
ner, jun, and Robert Whitehill. 

Nars— Willis Alston, jun, John Baker, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Harma- 
nus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Eli- 
jah Brigham, William Butler, Epaphroditas Cham- 
pion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, John Da- 
venport, jr, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, 
Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas R. Gold, Ed- 


‘win Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, ! 


Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jr, Lyman Law, Jo- 
seph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, William 
Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, Geo. C. Maxwell, Archi- 
bald McBryde, James Milnor, James Morgan, Jona- 
than O. Moseley, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, 
Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Pot- 
ter, Josiah Quincey, Henry M. Ridgely, John Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, John Smilie, 
John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis 
B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin ‘Fallmadge, 
George M. Troup, Leonard White, William Widgery, 
Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 

So the resolution was rejected. 


ARMING THE MILITIA. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for arming the militia; whem Mr. B. Hatv’s 
amendment being under consideration—for limit- 
ing the operation of the amendment which gives 
to the respective State Legislatures the power of 
disposing of the arms as they may direct, to the 
mode of taking care of the arms— 

Mr. Roserrs said, that this amendment would 
be at variance with the one already agreed to. 
Upon the whole, it did not appear to him likely, 
from the difficulties which attended the business, 
that anything could be matured on the subject at 

j the present session. He, therefore, moved that 
i the bill, with the amendment, be postponed indefi- 
i nitely. 

The motion was uegatived—yeas 35, nays 62, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Ezckiel Bacon, David Bard, Elijah Brigham, 
Harmanus Bleecker, Epaphroditus Champion, John 
Davenport, jun, William Ely, William Findley, Asa 

| Fitch, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, Robert 

| Le Roy Livingston, Alexander McKim, James Milnor, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, William 
Piper, ‘Timothy Pitkin, jr, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
Porter, Elisha R Potter, Josiah Quincy, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Adam 
Seybert, John Smilie, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- 

! gari, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur- 
ner, jr, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Robert 
Whitehill. 

Narys—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, John Baker, Burwell Bassett, William 
Blackledge, James Breckonridge, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Martin Chitten- 
den, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, 
Roger Davis, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grun- 

| dy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacoh 
Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, 
Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Peter Little, Wm. 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. 
| Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel 
| McKee, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nel- 
i son, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pear- 
| son, Israel Pickens, James Pleasants, jr., Henry M. 
! Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
| Ebenezer Sage, Daniel Shefley, George Smith, John 
! Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, George M. 
Troup, Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 

The question was then taken on Mr. B. Hatv’s 
amendment, which was negatived—yeas 51, nays 
53, as follows: 

Yxas- -Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Bur- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, 
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, 
James Cochran, Lewis Condit, Joseph Desha, Samuel 
Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Meshack Frank- 
lin, ‘Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, I. Ta. Green, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, 
Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Joseph 
Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Nathaniel 
Macon, George ©. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archi- 
bald McBryde, Samuel McKee, James Morgan, Hugh 
Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph 
Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- 
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ants, jr, Wiliam M. Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, 
John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Samuel Shaw, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, 
‘and Robert Wright. 


Nays-—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John | 


Baker, David Bard, Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, 
Harmanus Bleecker, [ames Breckenridge, William A. 
Burwell, Elijah Brigham, William Butler, Epaphro- 
editus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, 
jun., Roger Davis, William Ely, William Findley, Asa 
Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 
` Gray, Richard Jackson, jr, Abner Lacock, Lyman 
Law, Joseph Lewis, jr, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Aaron Lyle, William McCoy, Alexander McKim, Jas. 
Minor, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O, Moseley, Thos. 
Newbold, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, Wm. Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John Rhea, 


of the manufacturers of salt within the State of 
Massachusetts, presented the eighth, twelfth, thir- 
teenth, and seventeenth of June, 1809, were refer- 
red to the Committce of the Whole on the report 
of the Committee of Ways and Means proposing 
a system for raising the revenue necessary for 
the service of the present and two succeeding 


| years. 


Mr. Lewis presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of that part of Fairfax county, io Vir- 
ginia, heretofore included in the parish of Fair- 
fax, praying to be authorized to sell the glebe 


į lands lying in said parish, and that the proceeds 
| thereof may be distributed among the inhabitants 
i of that parish, in the portions to which they may, 


j respectively, be entitled.—Referred to the Com- 


Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Thos. Sammons, ! mittee fer the District of Columbia. 


Daniel Sheffey, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Saml. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the committee appointed on 


Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, George M. | the second ultimo, presented a bill for the pro- 
Troup, Charles ‘'urner, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leon- ! tection, recovery, and indemnification of Ameri- 
ard White, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and ! can seamen; which was read twice, and com- 


Thomas Wilson. 


| mitted to a Committee of the Wuole on Wed- 


:: The question was now, “Shall the bill be en- | nesday next, 


prossed for a third reading ? 


Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign 


This was opposed by Messrs. Brianam and | Relations, reported a bill supplementary to the 
Pirin, principally on account of the fines, &., j act to raise an additional military force. 


contained inthe bill. The latter gentleman de- 
nied the right of Congress to impose any fine on 
militiamen before they came into the service of 
the United States; and cited the act of 1792, to 
show that no penalties were inflicted in that law. 

Mr. Macon replied to them, and said there 
could be no doubt but the power vested in Con- 
gress by the Constitution, “to provide for organ- 
ing, arming, and disciplining the militia,” in- 


Mr. P. said it would be extremely inconvenient 

| for the Executive authority to make all the ap- 
pointments of the officers for this additional mili- 

tary force immediately, for want of proper infor- 

mation on the subject; it would be particularly 

so to make all on the same day, and it was a rule 

in the Army that promotions should be regulated 

by the date of commissions. This bill provides, 

| therefore, that all appointments made during the 


cluded the power to make suitable provisions for | present session shall bear the same date. It was 

preventing the arms from being made away with. | intended also to supply an omission in the law 

It would be strange to say, that when Congress | respecting the light artillery and light dragoons. 
D y; > > > a 5 


put arms into the hands of the militia, they could 
not make regulations for their preservation for 
the use of the public. The reason why nothing 
of this kind was provided .in the law of 1792 was, 
Congress had not then put arms into the hands 
of the militia. . 

` Mr. Milnor spoke against the bill, principally 
on account of its objectionable penal clauses, and 
concluded his observations with a motion to 
strike out the fourth section; but on his taking 
his seat, a motion was made and carried to ad- 
journ. 


Wepnespay, February 19. 


Mr. Wincery presented the petition of Nathan- 
iel Cozswell, praying that his losses by Spanish 


spoliations, amounting to $146,200, might be re- ; 


imbursed to him.—Referred to the Secretary of 
State. 

Mr. Rura, from the committee appointed on 
the tenth instant, presented a bill to alter the 
time of holding the Circuit Courts of the United 
States at Knoxville, in the District of East Ten- 
nessee, in the State of Tennessee; which was 
read twice, and ordered to be engrossed and read 
the third time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Quincy, the several petitions 


Mr. P. wished, if there were no objection, that 
the bill should be ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading ; but, Mr. Quincy objecting to this 
course, the bill was committed for to-morrow. 

A Message was received and read from the 
President of the United States, covering a report 
in compliance with a resolution of this House of 
the 19th of December, calling for a system of 
rules and regulations proper to be adopted for 

| training and disciplining the regular troops and 
militia of the United States.—Referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

| The Sreaxer laid before the House a report 
[rors the Secretary of War, in conformity to the 
fact of 1794, containing an account of the expen- 
i diture in the fabrication and repair of arms in 
‘the armories of the United States; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole on a report on the petition of Jared Shat- 
tuck. After some discussion on the report, the 
Committee rose, and had leave to sit again. © 
‘ The bill authorizing the Secretary of ihe 

Treasury to purchase Winslow Lewis’s patent 
right for a new method of lighting light-houses, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. B. Haut said he found that considerable 
alarm had been produced by the report of the 
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“ Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of author- 


-izing the citizens of the several States and Territories 


to furnish for the seamen, marines, and army, of the 
United States, the various necessary articles of cloth- 
ing—the expenses for clothing, &c., to be apportioned 


among the several States and Territories in conformity 


with the Constitutional principles of levying a direct 
tax; and whether, and how far, it may be practicable 
or expedient for any, and what, articles of provisions 
or supplies for the Army and Navy, to be furnished by 
the citizens of the several States and Territories, in 
lieu of duties, excises, or taxes.” 

Some objection being made to the reference of 
this resolution, Mr. B. Haut said, that ten mil- 
lions of dollars could be more easily paid in this 
way in Georgia, than two millions in specie; 
why, then, said he, not suffer the people at once 
to-furnish the articles wanted, instead of the 
money to purchase them with? It would, indeed, 
take the business out of the hands of the con- 
tractors; but that would be no loss to the nation.. 
It was no more than a proposition for the con- 
sideration of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
If they deemed the plan impracticable, they would 
say so. He hoped, therefore, it would be agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ruea, the resolution was 
ordered to lie upon the table and to be printed. 


ARMING THE MILITIA. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for arming the militia of the United States; 
when the question was taken on Mr. MILNOR’S 
motion to strike out the fourth section, and nega- 
tived, there being only twenty-cight votes for it. 

Mr. Frres then moved to strike out the second, 
fifth, and sixth sections of the bill, with the view 
of leaving it to the State Legislatures to make 
such provisions for preserving the arms, after they 
were pul into the hands of the citizens, as they 
might deem proper. 

Motion negatived without a division. 

Mr. Rusa moved to strike out all that part of 
the first section of the bill, which relates to fines, 
&c.; and if this motion succeeded, he proposed 
afterwards to move to strike out the ninth sec- 
tion, so as to leave all the regulations for pre- 
serving the guns from being lost, or made away 
with, to the States. . 

After some debate, the motion was negatived, 
there being only thirty-three votes for it, 

The question being on the engrossment of the 
bill— 

Mr. Ruea said: Mr. Speaker, this bill, like many 
things in this world, presents itself with an ap- 
pearance very imposing indeed, and in a manner | 
almost peremptory demands assent. The title, 
viz: “a bill supplementary to an act making pro- 
vision for arming and equipping the whole body 
of the militia of the United States ;? promises 
largely, but an attentive consideration of the g 


a e e 


itself will cast the darkening shade of doubt over 
the promise. i 
Several attempts have been made to give to 


this bill amendments, by which a Constitutional 
system of arming the militia might have been 
obtained, if the original law to which this is de- 
signed to be a supplement had been faulty ; but 
these attempts have failed ; and we are now called 
upon to declare whether the bill shall be engrossed 
fora third reading. . i 

This bill appears to be one of that species which 
is designed rather as an experiment on the under- 
standing, and to ascertain to what the mind will 
submit in order to obtain one favorite principle ; 
it contains in itself the cause of its extinction ; it 
contains one or two rays of light, but they areso 
obscure as to be scarcely visible. ; i 

The first section of the bill provides,“ that from 
‘and after the first day of April, in the year eigu- 
‘teen hundred and thirteen, each and every free 
t able-bodied white male person of the United 
f States, upon arriving at the age of eighteen 
‘ years, and being enrolled in the militia of any 
‘one of the United States or of the Territories 
‘ thereof, shall within six months thereafter be en- 
titled to receive one stand of arms, the right of 
‘ which shall be vested inalienably in him, and 
€ shall not be subject to be levied upon or distrain- 
‘ed tosatify any demand whatever.” If the res- 
idue of the first section had been struck out, as 
was proposed, and ifthe second, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth and ninth sections had also been struck out 
of the bill, it then would have contained a system 
ofarming which could have heen understandingly 
and Constitutionally voted for—but the residue 
of the first section and the other sections alluded 
to being retained, and they containing a series of 
provisions creating obligations for taking oaths 
and imposing penalties of fines and imprisonments 
in relation to the stand of arms, and also creating 
a system of expensive prosecution for recovering 
fines, and imposing imprisonments on the militia- 
man who may take the gun, the bill presents it- 
self in a shape so questionable, that however de- 
sirable it may be to make a further appropriation 
toarm the militia, it may be better not to engross 
this bill for a third reading, than to engross and 
pass it, so that thereby an evil may be warded off 
from the militiaman, which may be more than a 
balance for the benefit he will have by receiving 
the offered gun of the United States thereby. 

This bill contains a kind of dilemma, catching 
at either an affirmative or a negative vote. Ifa 
negative vote is given, immediately an exclama- 
tion is heard, “so then you are opposed to arming 
the whole body of the militia !? And ifan affir- 
mative vote is given, it.may then be urged “if 
you really did intend to give a gun tu me to be 
my own inalienably, why did you load the gift 
with penalties, fines, and imprisonment, and even 
in certain cases, provide that I shall be compelled 
to return the gun to you, as is provided for in the 
sixth section of the bill?” Such is the bill—and 
who of us would advise an independent young 
militiaman to receive a gun on the terms pro- 
posed, and thereby subject himself to fines and 
imprisonment, about a gun; a gun, too, which, if 
like some heard of, would be good for little, and 
as likely to wound himself at the first discharge 
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tributing the arms had been left for the conside- 
ration of the Legislatures of the several States 
respectively. 

The Constitution of the United States certainly 
cannot be construed to intend that Congress shall 
goto arm the militiain the manner proposed, and 
under a system of fines and imprisonments. 

By the eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitution, power is given to Congress “to 
provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining 
the militia?” ‘The words expressing the delegated 
power are not “to organize, arm, and discipline 
the militia.” Had these active words been used, 
the power given would have been immediate and 
direct; Congress then would, in a consolidating 
point of view, have been the sole agent. But this 
power was guarded against, and the words “to 
provide for organizing, arming,and disciplining the 
militia,” were used—words which do evidently 
relate to an agent other than Congress; and that 
the power given to Congress was only, in this 
case, to provide the arms, reserving tothe several 
States the distribution of the arms to the militia, 
‘under such regulations as the Legislatures of the 
respective States may adopt. 

We contend, said Mr. R., that the militia are 
regulated by the laws of the respective States, 
excepting the mere rules of discipline which Con- 
gress may prescribe, for that part of the militia 
that may be employcd in the service of the United 
States. This appears to be the true intent and 
meaning of the clause in the Constitution ; and 
will be more manifest when the whole clause, 
which isin the following words, is considered : 
The Cougress shall have power “to provide for 
‘ organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, 
‘and for governing such part of them as may be 
‘ employed in the service of the United States ; re- 
‘serving to the States respectively the appoint- 
t ment of the officers and the authority of training 
‘the militia, according to the discipline prescribed 
‘by Congress.” Here it appears, that although 
the first part of the clause gives power to Con- 
gress to provide for disciplining the militia, that 
part is limited and explained by the latter part of 
the clause, by which the authority of training the 
militia, according to the discipline prescribed by 
Congress, is reserved to the States. The power, 
then, to provide for disciplining the militia, given 
to Congress, means no more than to prescribe the 
discipline, and to the States respectively is reserv- 
ed the power of training the militia according to 
the discipline. prescribed by Congress. In this 
manner is the power to provide for organizing 
and arming the militia; that is, the Congress 
shall have power to provide arms for the militia, 
but to the States is reserved the power of distrib- 
uting the arms, and to make rules and regulations 
relative thereto. 

‘This construction, which flows from the very 
terms of the clause, goes to prevent all difficulty 
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that might arise on this subject between the Uni- 
ted States aud the several States. By this con- 
struction, the line of difference between the dele- 
gated and reserved powers is clearly described 
and drawn,so that he who runs may read. 

This bill, in the first instance, pretends freely 
and graciously to give, and inalienably too, a gun 
to a young militiaman, eighteen years of age, 
just enrolled on the muster-list, or six months 
thereafter. Why this limitation of time? If 
the gun is really intended to be given, why not 
give itatany time, without limitation? But this 
free gift of a gun is loaded with penalties of fines 
and imprisonments, which may cause the militia- 
man to refuse the gun, And if the bill shall be 
a law. and my opinion, said Mr. R., shali here- 
after be asked by any militiaman in Tennessee, 
relative to his taking the gun under such penal- 
ties, [certainly would answer. No, do not take the 
gun, bat go and buy a gun for yourself, and be 
independent. 

In respect to the penalties prescribed by the bill, 
it is argued, that penalties of fines and imprison- 
ments are necessary to preserve the gun. This 
is bottomed on a supposition that militiamen are 
careless or fraudulent. This very idea will event- 
ually hinder the acceptance.of the gun by every 
young militiaman possessed of a soul of honor 
and magnanimity; his language will be: You 
have talked much about giving mea gun and you 
have made a law about it; butif you intended to 
have really given the gun to me, why did you 
load the gun with penalties of fines and impris- 
onments. I cannot agree to take this gun, and 
be so very dependent ; and will wait until I can 
purchase a gun for myself, and if you do call me 
out into actual service in the field you will fur- 
nish me with a gun. 

Mr. R. said he was in favor of arming the mi- 
litia; he had heretofore by his vote supported the 
principle of arming the militia; he was still in 
favor of arming them; he had endeavored to 
amend the bill so as to give it what he considered 
would have been a Constitutional form, but did 
not succeed ; he would therefore vote against en- 
grossing the bill; that vote would be given with 
pain, but however painful, he deemed it better so 
to do than to infringe the State sovereignties in 
relation to the militia by this kind of consolida- 
ling mode. If this, however is negatived, there 
is still an annual appropriation of two hundred 
thousand dollars going on to arm the militia. 

Mr. WueEatron gave his reasons why he should 
vote against the bill. After which, the question 
was taken and carried—yeas 53, nays 48, as fol- 
lows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, John Baker, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, James Brecken- 
ridge, Wiliam Butler, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Craw- 
ford, Joseph Dosha, Samucl Dinsmoor, Meshack Frank- 
ln, Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 
Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, William R. King, Abner 
Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr, William 
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Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas i The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, James Mor- į the Whole, on the bill giving further time for re- 
gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, ; gistering claims to lands in the western district 
Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, ! of the Territory of Orleans; which, having been 


James Pleasants, jr, Henry H. Ridgely, Samucl Ring- | ; 
3 > amended, was orted to the House, and ordered 
gold, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Samuel Shaw, | toa third eA Ve aN ae : 


Smi i S T : i 4 ; : 
Sa Stanford, Thomas Wilson,; The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


: the Whole, on the bill concerning the Levy Court 


Bleecker, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, | of Washington, in the District of Columbia. The 


a : 
Jobn C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin | bill passed through committee and was ordered 
Chittenden, John Dav t it, Rozer Davis, Elias | °° be engrossed for a third reading. 

Earle, William El a Ges Will . F aise. | The House went into a Committee of the 
c a . a . # fe m 7 . 
Tanoa Fisk, Asa Viteh, Peterson Goodwyn, ea | Whole, on the bill making a further appropriation 
Jackson, jr», Joseph Kent, Robert Le Roy Livingston, ine ethe and competing ve yee Boek 
George C. Maxwell, Alexander McKim, Arunah Met- i Oma Daa ON ep ll enera a 

calf, James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, William ! ce and rate Ace, e bill proposes: 
Piper, ‘Timothy Pitkin, jr., Benjamin Pond, William i additional appropriation of thirteen thousand and 
Reed, John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William Rod- | odd dollars for the purpose of fitting up the great 
man, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, | hotel in this city for the use of these offices. | 
John Smilie, William Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, Sam- | _After some conversation on the detail of the 
uel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Charles | bill, the Committee rose, and the bill was ordered 
Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, | to be read the third time on Monday next. 
Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, and Wm. Widgery. : INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS 

NTERD À 2 


j 
| : 
: Mr. Ripeexy, from the committee to whom 
: Tuunspay, February 20. : | were referred the several memorials of the Presi- 
On motion of Mr. Goto, the Committee of the | dent and Directors of the Chesapeake and Dela- 
Whole were discharged from the consideration ware Canal Company, of the President and 
of the petition of the Board of Directors of the | Managers of the Union Canal Company of Penn- 
Oriskany Manufacturing Company, and it was i sylvania, and of the Commissioners of the State 
referred to the Committee of Commerce and i of New York, respecting a canal from the Great 
Manufactures. {Lakes to the Hudson river, made the following 


Nars—David Bard, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus | 


i 


Mr. McKee, from the committee appointed | report: 


on that part of the President’s Message which re-| That they consider the improvement of the internal 
lates to Indian affairs, presented a bill for the | navigation of the United States, by means of the canals 
relief of the officers and soldiers who served in i contemplated by the said companies and the State of 
the late campaign on the Wabash; which was | New York, of great national importance, and well 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the | meriting the patronage and aid of the General Gov- 
bi aa Neuer P j ernment. That, under this impression, the committee 
n motion o r. POINDEXTER, have paid particular attention to the subject-matter of 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public | the said fa einoriala; and have felt the strongest dispo- 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency j sition to report favorably to the petitioners. The 
of confirming all claims to land in the Missis- committce, however, lament that the inauspicious sit- 
sippi Territory, founded on warrants ‘of survey | vation of the United States, in regard to our foreign 
granted by the Spanish Government of Louisiana, | telations, renders it, in their opinion, improper, at the 
and not confirmed by former laws regulating the | present time, to grant that effectual aid to the under- 
grants of land, and providing for the disposal of ee 1o whieh tey ere #0. well ennir woe 
the lands of the United States south of the State therefore, under these circumstances, submit the fol- 


: lowing resolution, viz: 
i g PSN a , i 
of ‘Tennessee ? ane ae ode at ae pice f Resolved, That the state of the public finances and 
PPr s ha den Ss i hes cs ! resources, and present embarrassed situation of the 
ade erritory, and the evidence ol the claim | country, render it inexpedient for the Congress of the 


has been regularly filed with the Registers of the | United States to make a donation in land or money, 
Land Offices east and west of Pearl river, and re- | at the present time, for the purpose of effecting the 
ported by them to the Secretary of the Treasury, | objects contemplated in said memorials. 

agreeably to law; and that the committee have 
leave to report thereon by bill, or otherwise. 

An engrossed bill to alter the time of holding | Turasuny DEPARTMENT, Jan. 6, 1811. 
the Circuit Courts of the United States at Knox- | Sır: I have the honor to enclose answers to the 
ville. in the District of East Tennessee, in the | queries proposed in your letter of the 28th ultimo, and 
State of Tennessee, was read the third time, and | also the copy of a report on the same subject, made on 
passed. ‘ i the 4th of April, 1818, in obedience to a resolution of 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | the Senate of the 2d of March, 1807. , 
the Whole, on the bill for incorporating the Trus- I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
tees of the Georgetown Laneastrian School; obedient servant, f 
which was amended, reported to the House, and | ALBERT GALLATIN. 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. | Hon. H. M. Rinetry, Chairman, &e. 
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Answers to the queries proposed by the committee, to | 
whom were referred the “ memorial of the President i 
and Managers of the Union Canal Company of Penn- i 

. Sylvania, praying the aid and patronage of the Gene- ! 
ral Government in accomplishing the extensive and 
useful works in which they are engaged,” &c. 


Treasctry Deranrmenr, Jan. 6, 1812, 


Ist Query. “ Will the state of the finances of the 
United States admit of the application of public moneys 
to the improvement of the country by means of canal 
and inland navigation ?” ! 

Answer. The state of the finances of the United ! 
States does not, at this time, permit the application of į 
public moneys to any new objects of improvement, ' 
The revenue is at present considerably less than the 
annual public expenses. 

2d Query. “ If the state of the finances will not ad- 
mit of pecuniary aid being afforded by the Government, 
can any other resources be applied to these objects 
without interfering with the national engagements or 
the public exigencies? If so, I am desired to request 
that you will specify them, and the mode of application, 
so as to promote, in the most effectual manner, these 
important objects, and to diffuse the benefits arising 
therefrom as generally as possible among the several 
States.” f 

Answer. A portion of the public lands may be se- 
lected, and its proceeds appropriated to these objects, 
without causing any sensible diminution of the revenue 
arising from that source, and, therefore, without inter- 


fering with the national engagements and public exi- ; 


gencies. It is only necessary, for that Purpose, that 
the tract or tracts of land thus selected, should be with- 
out the boundaries of the land districts already estab- 
lished by law, so that the annual sales in those districts, 
and the payments into the Treasury, which constitute 
‘the existing land revenue, may not, in any degree, be 
affected by the contemplated appropriation. 

The quantity of land set apart for that purpose should 
be sufficient to produce, when sold, a sum equal to that 
which Congress intends to apply to these objects; and 
the States, companies, or trustees under whose direc- 
tion the several works will be executed, should be au- 
thorized to sell, from time to time, at the price limited 
by law, such portions of the land as will be necessary 
to defray the expenses of the works. 


an amount not exceeding the value of the lands appro- | 
priated, and made reimbursable at distant periods; in ; 


which case the faith of the United States might also 
be pledged for the reimbursement of such parts of the 
principal of such loans as could not be discharged out 
of the proceeds of the sales of the lands; the residue of 


the lands then remaining unsold reverting, in that case, | 


to the United States. 

3d. Query. “ Will the projected canal from the 
Great Lakes to the tide-waters of the Hudson tend to 
raise the price of the public lands, facilitate the means 


of payment for them, and arrest the illicit trade which | 


is now practised with a neighboring nation, and by 
which the public revenue is greatly diminished ?” 


The proceeds of | M 
the sales might be anticipated by authorizing loans, to | 


f 


the means of paying for the lands thus situated. Tt is 
not believed that the canal would materially arrest the 
ilicit trade from Canada. 

4th Query. “ What are the ideas of the Secretary 
i of the Treasusy as to a general system of improvement 
iby canals and opening of the rivers, and as to the 
: means of effecting it within the power of the General 
| Government?” 
1 Answer. In a report made on the 4thof April, 1818, 
i in obedience to a resolution of the Senate of 2d March, 
i 1807, the Secretary of the Treasury submitted the gen- 
| eral outlines of a plan to that effect. 'T'o this he begs 
leave respectfully to refer. Although the details must, 
in many respects, be incorrect, and several important 
, objects may, for want of information, have been omit- 
j ted, his opinion continues the same with respect to the 
| general principles of the plan. It is still believed that 
į a system of improvement, embracing all the important 
| communications pointed oul by the great geographical 
; features of the country, and also such other local ob- 
| jects as it may be necessary to include, in order to 
; equalize, as far as practicable, the benefits of the plan, 


| would have a most powerful effect towards promoting 


: the prosperity of the country, and consolidating the 
‘interests of the most remote quarters of the Union. 
; The modifications which existing circumstances render 
| necessary, in the manner of applying the resources of 
| the United States to that important object, have al- 
ready been suggested in the answer to the second 

query. Respectfully submitted, 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Mr. Ripee.y moved that this report be com- 
; mitted, printed, and made the order for Monday. 
i Mr. Burwexu wished the sense of the House 
| to be now taken upon this report—he disagreed 
i with it entirely. He had always been in favor of 
ja general system of navigation, and thought a 
į portion of the public lands might be well employ- 
ied in this way. He wished the vote to be taken 
| now, because if the report was disagreed to, the 
: subject might be recommitted and something ef- 
ifected during the present session; but if it was 
: put off, the probability was, that nothing would 
| be done on the subject. 
;_ After a few observations from Mr. Goun and 
r. RIDGELY, expressing their wish to have the 
j report acted upon at an early day, it was com- 
. mitted. 
| ARMING THE MILITIA. 


| The bill for arming the Militia of the United 
; States was read the third time; and the question 
| being put, “ Shall the bill pass to its third reading 2” 
i Mr. Catnoun expressed himself friendly to the 
! principle of the bill, aud, until the amendment 
| had been made placing the distribution of the 
; arms In the power of the State Governments, he 
| intended to vote for it; but he thought it better 
; hot to pass the bill at all, than to leave it in the 
power of the States to lock up these arms in 
arsenals, 


Answer. A canal uniting Lake Erie with the tide i a PEA 
waters of the Hudson, or any other Atlantic river, can-! Mr. TALLMADGE disliked the bill in many re- 
not fail to enhance the value of all the public lands | Speets. He doubted the Constitutional power of 
adjacent to the Great Lakes, or otherwise so situated | Congress to put arms into the hands of the peo- 
that their inhabitants may use that navigation for the | ple of the United States, befure they are called in- 
transportation of produce or merchandise. For the | to the service of the Union. The militia, he con- 
saime reason it will be giving access, on cheaper terms, | tended. is the army of the several States, and not 
to a better market, and facilitate, to a certain degree, | of the United States, and the State Legislatures 
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are the proper judges when they ought to be arm- 
ed. The United States may furnish the arms, 
but the States ought to distribute them as they 
deem proper, and it could not be doubted that in 
whatever way they might dispose of them it 
would be the best. He said that the provisions of 
this bill would conflict with the law of 1792 on 
this subject, and with the rules and practice of 
several of the States. He renewed the objections 


which had before been urged to some details of 


the bill; expressed doubts whether the arms could 
be procured, if the bill passed, and objected to the 
large appropriation of money for this object at 
this time. 

Mr. Nezson replied to the objection made by 
Mr. Catnoun. Hethought gentlemen who were 
in favor of the principle of the bill, ought not to 
abandon it, because they could not have all its 
provisions precisely in the form they wished 
them. He did not think the amendment which 
had been agreed to, made any material difference 
in the bill; the first section provides that the 
arms shall be distributed—the Legislatures can 
only direct the manner in which it shall be done, 
and no one could certainly object to their having 
this power. He thought it time that arms should 
be provided for the militia, the Government had 
been in operation twenty-four years without pro- 
viding a single musket for the militia, though the 
Executive had constantly called upon Congress 


io render the militia effective, from the time of 


General Wasuineron to the present day. 

Mr. Macon said this was an unfortunate bill, for 
though all appear friendly to the object of it, 
there were sufficient objections to one part or 
other of the bill, he feared, to defeat it. He said 
five millions had been voted for the army and 
navy, without scruple; but now, when we are 
about to putarms in the hands of the militia, 
gentlemen begin to talk about expense. As to 
the objections which had been made against the 
details of the bill, they were such as might be 
made against any bill that could bedrawn. The 
true question is, Will the bill arm the militia bet- 
ter than they are at present? He had no doubt 
that it would, and he was therefore in favor of it. 

Mr. Ranvotpu said, the gentleman from Con- 
necticut viewed the deformities of the bill with 
more pleasure than its beauties; the bill was 


_ somewhat objectionable in its details, but princi- 


pally from its omissions. The fears entertained 
that the State Legislatures might abuse the power 
placed in them were certainly groundless. After 
all the large appropriations made for the army 
and navy, he said it was strange that objections 
should be made to this pitiful appropriation for 
arms for our militia, which will remain when our 
vessels and gunboats are gone to decay. 

Mr. Wricat spoke at considerable length in 


favor of the general principle of arming; and of 


the reasonableness of purchasing arms out of the 
common funds of the United States, rather than 
put the rich and poor on the same level, by re- 
quiring each to purchase arms for themselves, 
which was a provision too unequal and unjust to 
be countenanced by a free Government. 


After Mr. Wriaur had concluded his remarks, 

Mr. Lirrie rose. He said that as nothing 
which could now be said could affect the senti- 
ments of the members of the House; and as un- 
necessary debate ouly served to the waste of time 
and obstruction of business, he felt compelled to 
move the previous question, a E 

A sufficient number of members rising in favor 
of the previous question, it was put in the follow- 
ing words, to wit: “Shall the main question be 
now put?” and negatived—yeas 52, nays, 62, as 
follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam Blackledge, William A. Burwell, William But- 
ler, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, 
Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Fisk, 
Meshack Franklin, ‘'homas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. 
King, Peter Little, William Lowndes, George C. Max- 
well, Samucl LL. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, Israel Pickens, Benjamin Pond, William M. 
Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, John Roane, William 
Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, 
William Strong, George M. Troup, and Charles Turn- 
er, junior. 

Naxs—John Baker, David Bard, William W. Bibb, 
Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, 
James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, 
John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., William Ely, Jas. 
Emott, William Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, 
Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, 
Aylett Hawes, Richard Jackson, jun., Abner Lacock, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Liv- 
ingston, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, James Milnor, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 
bold, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., James Pleas- 
ants, jun, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Ran- 
dolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John Rhea, 
Jonathan Roberts, John Sevier, John Smith, Richard 
Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, Thomas 
Wilson, and Robert Wright. 

A gentleman rising further to debate the ques- 
tion, and Mr. Prrxin objecting thereto, it was de- 
cided hy the SPEAKER, in conformity to precedent, 
that the decision of the previous question in the 
negative precludes further consideration of the 
subject for one day. 


Frivay, February 21. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was recommitted the bill 
from the Senate “for the relief of Thomas O’- 
Bannon,” reported the same without amendment ; 
and it was read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of Government, dur- 
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The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments of the Senate; and the same being 
read, were, together with the bill, committed to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. Wilson offered a resolution, the object 
of which was to direct the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of repealing so much of an act of Con- 
gress as establishes ports of entry at Pittsburg, 
Marietta, Limestone, Cincinnati, and Louisville. 
Mr. W. stated that no entries were ever made in 
these ports, and yet revenue officers at these places 
received annual salaries for services which they 
never had an opportunity to perform. The reso- 
lution was agreed to. 

Mr. Ormssy, after adverting to the difficulty of 
distributing arms of the United States by land or 
water carriage in the interior of the Western 
country, offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the committee on so much of the 
Message of the President of the United States as relates 
to our military affairs, be directed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the establishment of an ar- 
mory at Louisville, in Kentucky, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise.” 

The resolution was agreed to without oppo- 
sition. 

Mr. Basser laid upon the table the following 
resolution ; 

“ Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the House be so amended, that a majority of those 
present shall be required to admit the previous ques- 
tion.” . 

The bill concerning the Levy Court of the 
county of Washington, in the District of Colum- 
bia; and the bill giving further time to register 
claims to lands in the Western district of the 
Territory of Orleans, were severally read a third 
time, aud passed. 


ARTS AND MANUFACTURES. 

Mr. Seyzpert said, after making a very few 
preliminary remarks, he would offer a resolution 
for the consideration of the House, connected 
with a highly important national object. By the 
Eleventh Congress, he was indulged in a motion 


tures of the United States, and other statistical 
information, connected with the true basis of na- 
tional independence. These objects constitute 
| the permanent sources of the wealth of the nation ; 
they are the real and fixed capital of the country. 
| We shall thereby be enabled to trace our progress 
t from infancy to manhood. By this report we 
ean alone be in a situation to enact a wise, poli- 
tic, and systematic tariff of duties; it alone can 
teach us to discriminate the proper objects of pro- 
tection. I might add much more on the subject ; 
this would be consuming time unnecessarily ; I 
will therefore proceed to read the resolution: 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
asembled, That, the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to employ a person to digest and reduce to 
such form as shall be deemed most conducive to the 
interests of the United States, a statement of the num- 
ber, nature, extent, situation, and valuc, of the arts 
and manufactures of the United States, together with 
such other details connected with these subjects, as 
ean be made from the abstracts and other documents 
and returns reported to him by the Marshals and other 
persons employed to collect information, in conformity 
to the second section of the act of the 1st of May, 
1810, and that he report the same to Congress at their 
next session.” 


After some observations from Mr. Newron, 
stating the difficulty of the proposed digest, from 
the want of uniformity, connexion, or method, in 
the returns, and the probability that the mouon 
might be so amended as better to attain the ob- 
| ject in view, the resolution was ordered to lie on 
| the table. 


ARMING THE MILITIA. 


The House resumed the consideration of th 
bill for arming the militia. 

After some observations from Messrs. POTTER 
and Wrieut, in favor of the bill; and from 
Messrs. Rogperts and TALLMADGE, against it, 
| the question was taken on the passage of the bill, 
and carried in the affirmative by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 


Yzas— William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, John 


to reprint a valuable report of a former Secretary | Baker, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William 
of the Treasury on the manufactures of the Uni- | Blackledge, James Breckenridge, William A. Burwell, 
ted States. To that same Congress, the present | William Butler, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, 
Secretary of the Treasury made a report, in part, | James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Jo- 
on the same subject. He said he need not recite ; seph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Meshack Franklin, 
to the House its merits; they were generally ac- | Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, 


knowledged. | 
By the act of May 1, 1810, it was provided that | 
further information be obtained, by the Marshals 
and their deputies, on the subject of manufactures. 
The result of their inquiries was a mass of facts | 
which are now buried in the archives of the! 
Treasury, aud answer no useful purpose to the | 
nation. His present object, he declared to be, the 
publication of the facts thus collected. Upwards | 
of thirty thousand dollars had been already ap- 


l Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard M. Johnson, Philip B. Key, William R. King, 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathan- 
iel Macon, Thomas Moore, Arshibald McBryde, Wil- 
liam McCoy, Samuel McKee, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New- 
ton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 


James Pleasants, junior, Elisha R. Potter, John Ran- 


| dolph, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John 


propriated ; which, if the matter remained as it! Roane, Ebenezer Sage, John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, 
now is, would answer no beneficial purposes. His | Daniel Sheffey, George Smilie, John Smith, Richard 
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Stanford, Philip Stuart, G 


Boyd, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, John C. Cal- bers present. to cë i ; 

. , 4 , : S call for the previous question. 
houn, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Alera few observations from Mr. B. eae pro- 
John Davennott, jr, Roger Davis, William Ely, James priety of this alteration of the rules, seconded by 
Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thos. | Mr, Sranronp, who said it would render the rule 


R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Richard Jackson, junior, ae P ; 
Joseph Kent, Robert Te. Roy Livingston, George C. a ee obnoxious than heretofore, it was agreed 


Maxwell, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James | °: ; 3 ; 3 5 
Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Moseley, The following bills passed their third reading, 
Thomas Newbold, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., | VIZ: a bill supplementary to an act providing for 
Benjamin Pond, William Recd, William M. Richard- | the accommodation of the General Post Office 
son, John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, | and Patent Office, and for other purposes; a bill 
Thomas Sammons, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, Wil- | for the relief of the officers and soldiers who served 
liam Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- | in the late campaign on the Wabash; and a bill 
jamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Pierre, Van Cortlandt, | to incorporate the Trustees of the Georgetown 
jon., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert White- į Lancastrian School Society. 
hill, and William Widgery.—51. a motion of Mr. ape the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
CAMPAIGN ON THE WABASH. supplementary to the act for raising an additional 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of | military force; which, after being amended, was 
the Whole, on the bill for the relief of the offi- | reported to the House, and, on motion of Mr. 
cers and soldiers who served in the late campaign | Macon, ordered to lie on the table. 
on the Wabash. 

Mr. MoKes stated the provisions of the law to 
be precisely copied from the existing law, except 
that its provisions were extended to a species of 
force (the militia) which, în the opinion of the 
Secretary of War, did not come within the pro- | suitors by their causes being laid over from one 
visions of the law, which provides for the relief | court to another; and the judges, having to attend 
of the widows and orphans of those who fell in | to their several Circuit Courts, could not devote 
the service of their country. sufficient time to the business of the Supreme 

Various amendments were made to the details | Court. Mr. G. thought it improper that the same 
of the bill, and it being reported to the House, | judges who preside in the Circuit Courts, should 
there appeared to be no objection to the principle | afterwards revise their own judgments, in cases 
of the bill. of appeal, in the Supreme Court. Te did not be- 

Messrs. McKer, Jennines, Wricut, Litres, | lieve that this was in conformity to the meaning 
Basset, Biss, Bacon, Pirxi, BurweLL, Joun- | of the Constitutional provision, that “the judicial 
yon, and TALLMADGE, took part in the desultory |‘ powers of the United States shall be vested in 
debate on the amendments. ‘one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a |‘ as the Congress may, from time to time, ordain 
third reading. ‘and establish.” He saw no difficulty that would 
attend the holding of the Circuit Courts by two 
or. more district judges from adjoining districts. 
In order to bring this subject before the House, 
Mr. G. offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire. 
whether any, and ifany, what alteration is necessary 
in the judicial system of the United States, and that 
they report by bill.” 

Agreed to, and a committee of five appointed. 


GOVERNMENT LOAN. 


The House went into a committee on the sub- 
ject of ways and means, when the bill authorizing 
a loan fora sum not exceeding —— million of 
dollars, was taken up. And the bill having been 
several Departments the fifteen per cent. which | read through, the blank for the amount of the 
had been struck out of the bill when last before | loan was filled up with eleven millions of dollars, 
the House, and appropriated $100,000 for the-con- f and the blank for the time after which the Uni- 
tingent expenses of foreign intercourse. The yeas | ted States shall be at liberty to reimburse the sum 
and nays were taken upon the additional allow- | loaned, was filled with twelve years. The com- 
ance to the clerks, and carried, 64 to 40; the al- | mittee then rose and the House concurred in the 
lowance for contingent expenses of foreign in-{ amendments. On the question, “Shall the bill 
tercourse, was carried, 83 to 17. be engrossed for a third reading?” the yeas and 


SUPREME COURT. 


Mr. Gorp said, it was well known, that from 
the increased business of the Supreme Court, 
considerable delay and injury was occasioned to 


Monpay, February 24, 


Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was referred the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1812, re- 
ported it as the opinion of the committee that the 
amendments ought to be agreed to. The bill, 
with the amendments, was committed; and the 
House afterwards,on motion of Mr. B., went into 
a committee on the subject, when the amend- 
ments were agreed to and reported to the House 
and by the House concurred in. 

These amendments restored to the clerks in the 
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nays were called, and the question was carried, 
86 to 28, as follows: 


Yxeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 


Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Bur- 
well Bassctt, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, 


Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, Wm. A. Burwell, William | years one of the reservat 


Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Craw- 

: ford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, James Emott, William Findley, James 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, ‘Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling 
Tall, Obed Iall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, 
Jacob Ilufty, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Wil- 
liam R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter 
Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moorc, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Samucl McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 
James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, An- 
thony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Ste- 
phen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James 
Pleasants, jr, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Samuel Ringgold, John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Silas Stow, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Tur- 
ner,. jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert Whitehill, 
William Widgery, and Robert Wright.—86. 

Nays—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John 
Davenport, jr, William Ely, Asa Fitch, Charles Golds- 
borough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, jr., Philip B. 
Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., James Milnor, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pit- 
kin, jr, Henry M. Ridgely, William Rodman, Richard 
Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- 
gart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, and Thomas Wilson.—28. 

On motion of Mr.-Bacon, the House agreed 
that they would to-morrow take up the report of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, in relation to 
the contemplated taxes. 


Turspay, February 25. 

Mr. Guouson, from the Committee of Claims, 
who was instructed by a resolution of the third 
ultimo, to inquire iato the expediency of contin- 
uing in force an act to provide for persons who 
were disabled by known wounds received in the 
Revolutionary war, presented a bill to continue 
in force “An act to provide for persons who were 
disabled by known wounds received in the Revo- 
lutionary war ;” which was read twice. and com- 
mitted toa Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the Committee 
on the Pablic Lands were discharged from the 
consideration of the resolution submitted by him 
on the thirtieth ultimo, concerning lands in Flor- 
ida; and the resolution was referred to the Attor- 
ney General of the United States, to considerand 
report thereon to the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “to establish a 


poses ;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill authorizing the Pres- 
ident of the United States to lease for a term of 
ions of public ground in 
the City of Washington, (the vacant ground lying 
west of the Capitol.) for the purpose of a botanic 
garden. The bill was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Stysext called up the resolution which he 
had laid upon the table some days ago, proposing 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to em- 
ploy a proper person to arrange and digest the 
information on the subject of mannfactures, re- 
ceived from the Marshals of the several States; 
which, after receiving some little modification 
from its mover, was read three times, and passed. 

A bill from the Senate for establishing a Quar- 
termaster’s Department, and for other purposes, 
was twice read, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

STEPHEN FELLOWS. 


Mr. Prrxin presented the petition of Stephen 
Fellows, a wounded soldier of the Revolution, 
praying foran inerease of pension, owing to his 
entire disability to earn anything toward a sub- 
sistence by labor. 

Mr. P. said this petitioner was already allowed 
five dollars a month, the highest degree of pen- 
sion provided by the laws of the United States ; 
but he thought that persons so utterly incapaci- 
tated as he knew this man to be, ought to havea 
larger allowance. He moved, therefore, to refer 
the petition to the Committee of Claims, with 
instructions “to inquire into the expediency of 
‘ making provision by law for increasing the pen- 
t sion of non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 
‘to a greater sum than is at present allowed, 
t whenever, in consequence of wounds, they have 
‘ become totally unable to maintain themselves 
t by manual labor. 

Messrs. ALSTon and Suaw opposed this motion, 
as tending to break up all the present regulations 
in this respect, and to bring in a crowd of appli- 
canis of the same kind; they thought the United 
States had done enough on this subject. If there 
were any particularly hard cases, the States in 
which such persons lived, or the society about 
them, would doubtless render them the assistance 
which their situation required. Mr. S. moved 
that the petition lie on the table. This motion 
was negatived—41 to 38. 

After a few observations against the reference, 
by Mr. Wipcery, and in favor of it by Mr. Bis, 
the motion was carried—45 to 43. 

On the suggestion of Mr. LITTLE, the word 
“ officers” was added before the word “ non-com- 
missioned.” 

GOVERNMENT LOAN. 

The engrossed hill for authorizing a loan for 
eleven millions of dollars, was read the third time; 
and the question being put, “ Shall the bill pass to 
its third reading ?” 

Mr. M. Cray expressed a wish that the bill 


Quartermaster’s Department, and for other pur- | might be postponed fora few days. It was pred- 
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icated upon war, which many still hoped might | since th 


be avoided. 


Congress as soon us they could be got ready. 
He hoped, therefore, the consideration of this bill 
would be postponed until Monday next. And he 
gave notice that he should move a like postpone- 
ment of the report of the Committee of Waysand 
Means, in relation to taxes, when that subject 
shall be called up. 

Mr. Bacon said, whatever weight the remarks | 
of the gentleman from Virginia might have, in 
relation to the taxes, he hoped they would not 
prevail, in postponing the consideration of the 
present bill. Congress had already authorized 
very large expenses, which must be provided for; 
and the Executive ought to have some time al- 
lowed him to ascertain whether loans can be ob- 
tained upon the terms contained in the bill. 

Mr. Smuts said, it was well known that he had 
been opposed to a part of the measures of expense 
which had been authorized; but, as the bills had 
now become laws, he felt himself bound to pro- 
vide the ways and means for carrying them into 
effect. And he was for doing this at once, with- 
out waiting for any communications from abroad, 
which were altogether uncertain. 1 

The motion for postponement was lost. 

The question then returned on the passage of | 
the bill, 

Mr. Ranpoupu did not feel himself bound to 
vote for this bill because the expenses, for the 
meeting of which it went-to provide a loan, had 
been authorized. Fie held himself perfeetly ab- 
sulved from these measures; as he had constantly 
opposed them in their progress through the | 
House. 

But I do not rise, said Mr. R., either to make 
an apology for my vote, or with an expectation of | 
changing the sentiments of a single individual in 
this House. Itis for the purpose, if it were pos- 
sible, of being heard by those to whom alone I 
feel myself amenable for my public conduct. But 
I well know, from long and tried experience in 
this House, that this isa desperate hope—that the | 
avenues to the public ear are shut against a small, 
and not, perhaps, very important description of | 
persons in this House.* i 

Mr. R. wished the American people to know | 
what new cause of war had accrued since the ac- | 
cession of the present President to the Chair— 


* Mr. Randolph certainly had no allusion to the Na- | 
tional Intelligencer in this remark, because, as to this i 
paper, such an imputation as is here conveyed, would 
be utterly and notoriously without foundation. What- 
ever may be our errors of omission or commission, Mr. | 
Randolph and his friends (the description of persons, į 
we presume, to whom the orator adverts) have neither : 
tight nor reasen to complain; they certainly have here- 
tofore occupied, in our columns, their full share of pub- | 
lic attention. We have, therefore, thought proper toi 
caution our readers against falling into the error, from | 
the generality of the honorable gentleman’s phraseolo- | 
gy, of supposing him to have alluded: to this paper.— 
Kote by the Editor of the National Intelligencer. 

Lan Caw. ist Sess.—35 


And he wished them to know upon 
what principle this nation, which has hitherto 
been preserved in peace—this nation, which, with 
all the vexations and losses she has experienced, 
is still the freest and happiest nation on earth— 


; on what principles she shall be torn from her fast 
moorings of peace, and launched into the tem-' 
pestuous sea of European politics—into a sea of 

| blood. pat a 


Mr. R. knew heasked in vain. No answer could 


be given. Such conduet, in his opinion, was in- 
the highest degree wanton, and was enough to- 


call down upon us the chastening hand of Him 


who rules the Universe. We have it in our power™ 


to remain free and at peace. 
safe. Our ports and harbors may be defended; 
but we have imbibed a portion of that spirit 
which lost the angels their seat in Heaven. We 


are about to throw aside our peaceful state and `: 
mingle in the dreadful conflict of European am- ; 
bition and disorder. » His heart was sick within ; 


him at the sight. It died at the very idea. 
It is not in our power, said Mr, R., to dive into 


futurity ; but we can judge of the past. No man. 


Our firesides are- 


who hears me will say that we have any cause of ` 


war now, that we had not eighteen months ago., 


And let me ask every planter aod farmer in this 
country, und I believe I might add every manu- 
facturer, too, whether, during the last year, in the 


| course of which we have been able to sell our 


breadstuff at a vast profir, it would have been bet- 
ter for us to have been engaged in war than to 
have remained in peace? To have been cut off 
from this market for vur produce, and to have had 
in its stead war, with all its retinue of land taxes, 
excises, salt tax, starnp tax, &c.? 

Were you to ask any yeoman of common sense 
in this country such a question, he would laugh 
at you. Whether, during the past year, he would 
choose to have had his sons fighting battles on 
the plains of Abraham, in which he had no inter- 
est, with his produce rotting in his barn, or let 
the year pass away as it has done in peace, afford- 
ing an excellent price for grain of every kind ? 
This, said he, is an unanswered and unanswera- 
ble argument. 


Tf our Treasury be empty, said Mr. R, it-is*, 


awing to our own acts. 
tation act. Do away your whole restrietive sys- 
tem—put the two countries, in point of fact, upon 
the same footiug, and, my life upon it, you wilt 
find no difficulty in arranging all your present 
differences, 
House plunge this nation intoa foreign war, con- 
trary to the public sentiment? Contrary to the 
wishes of many of those who are within the 
hearing of my voice, who may be pushed into a 
vote which they wish, if possible, to avoid? Is 
this a state of things which will authorize Con- 
gress to put the nation intoa state of war? If 
war were absolutely necessary, there would be no 
necessity for individuals to act under such excite- 
ments—so that one-half would enter into it re- 
juctantly, and the other half would be ashamed 
of entering into the measure-—like some hapless 


Repeal your non-impor- ` 


And, rather than do this, will this +, 


1091 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1092 


H. or R. War Taxes. Feprvary, 1812. 


individual, precipitated into single combat against | United States are the law-givers of this land, and 
his own will, under the lash of the press, and the | they will take care that these laws shalt not long 
busy talk of the coffee-house saunterers of the | exist. Indeed, they would be traitors to them- 
day. | selves and their children, if they suffered their 
But, said Mr. R., has it been taken into consid- | last shilling to be taken from their pockets, and 
. eration, that these two great belligerents, who for | their blood to be spilled in a war which they did 
twenty years have been disturbing the repose of | not approve. 
- mankind—daring which period we have had the; The bill passed its third reading—yeas 92, nays 
wisdom and the virtue, under men acknowledged | 29, as follows: 
on all hands to be great: under Mr. Jefferson, the! Yxras—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
idol of one description of the people; under Mr. | venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Adams, the idol of an opposite description ; and ; Bassett, William W. Bibb, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam 
under General Washington, the idol of all, tosteer ; Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 


clear of any connexion with them—may make Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 


3 peace? And if we are now to take leave of our i Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Craw- 


z . ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Sam- 
peaceful course, under what auspices are we about | 1076 1 Peaches sde ate 
to do so? Who are the statesmen to plan, or the | Pondje. Jamas Tisk, Meshack Franklin, Thons 

sig . . Yy 4 , Ss , 
military chief to execute? But, as he had said, Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah 
these belligerents may make peace, and peace is | L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, 
always made at the expense of a weaker Power. | John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Rich- 
May not Great Britain and France, after, per- | ard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Ab- 
haps, we shall have taken possession of Canada, | ner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le 
find it to their advantage to make peace, and in | Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Na- 
that case we may be compelled to surrender Can- | thaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore. 
ada, to England, or Louisiana to France; or to! William McCoy, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 
enter into any other condition, no matter how i Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Mor- 
much it may affect our interest, if it produce, | row, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, 
what these Powers always keep in view, their} cee Gate Siephen Ormaby rael Pickens, 
own aggrandizement? : William Piper, James Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, 

ase going to war on the faith of the dura- j Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
tion of the life of the present Emperor of France? ' William Reed, William M. Richardson, Samuel Ring- 
Are we prepared to rest our whole hopes on the ; gold, John Rhea, Jong Romie, Jonathan Roberta; TA 
existence of that man? Or, what is worse, to: herer Bage Th eee Bene pea John Smila 
ce eure to H Cile T a a i George Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, Wm. Strong, 
nes og those he calls his ailies ¢ an or ua Tracy, eni M Troup, Chives Tiren diniin 

i M : z . :Pi an Cort t, jun., tehi illi 

Mr. R. said, it was six or seven years since this | Widgery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 
question was first incidentally touched on in this | ¥xas—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck- 
House, on a motion of a member from Pennsylva- į enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
nia, since translated to the other branch of the ! Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., Asa Fitch, 
Legislature. He had lately looked into the opin- | Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, 
ions which he‘entertained and expressed on that | junior, Lyman Law, Joseph-Lewis, jun., James Milnor, 
occasion, and he found them precisely to agree į Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, 'l'imothy Pitkin, 
with his present sentiments ; and it was satislac- į jun., John Randolph, Henry M. Ridgely, William Rod- 
tory to himself to find this agreement ; but he re- | man, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
gretted also to discover that the forebodings of | Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin T'all- 
that day had been unhappily realized in respect | madge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas 


to our Government. . : Wilson. 

Mr. R. said, it was not his intention, when he | WAR TAXES. 
came to the House this morning, to have spoken | Mr. Bacon called for the order of the day on 
on this subject. He came to enter his protest ; the report of the Committee of Ways and Means 
against the system which is patronized by those | on the subject of the contemplated taxes. 
who cal! themselves the friends of the people, who; Mr. Cray moved that this subject be postponed 


style themselves Republicans. | till Monday week, for the reasons which he had 
_ And, if he thought it would have any effect, he | already stated. 
would call upon the advocates of those meas-, Mr. TALLMADGE could see no good reason for 


ures to pause upon this fearful abyss—this laby- i this delay. The report of the Committee of 
rinth of war,into which whomsoever has entered, i Ways and Means has been some time before the 
except the two great devourers of mankind. the i House. The House had, from day to day, passed 
tiger and the shark, have most assuredly died. ` upon objects of great expense, and it was cer- 

With respect to the taxes in question, though i tainly necessary to provide the ways and means 
they should be voted in shoals, he should never | to meet them. We have just passed a bill for 
believe that the people of the United States will‘ borrowing eleven millions of dollars; but this 
ever submit to pay them. Te wished not io be: will fall far short of what will be wanted. Ex- 
misunderstood. They will submit to them aslong i penses have been authorized to the amount of 
as they are enforced by law; but the people ofthe | twenty milliuns. Why do gentlemen wish to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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postpone this question of peace or war ? 
not be, after authorizing the preparatory meas- 
ures, they are afraid to meet it. He wished to 
see the question before the House, and to hear it 
fully discussed. It will be of no use that armies 
have been authorized, except the sinews of war 
be provided. He was against a postponement. 
Mr. Fisk was in favor of postponement; not 
because he was afraid to meet the question of 
peace or war at a proper time. He was not will- 
ing, however, to vote for taxes, or war, until every 
hope of accommodation had disappeared, nor did 
he see any necessity for doing so. Were the sub- 
ject to be taken up at present, some members 
would be placed in difficulty as to their vote; 


when, some days hence, there would be no differ- | 


ence of opinion among those who have uniformly 
voted for putting the nation in a state of defence. 
He knew there were taxes among those proposed 
which had been used as instruments against those 
who had laid them, and which might again be so 
used ; but, if they become necessary, this consid- 
eration, he presumed, would be lost sight of. 

Mr. Porter spoke against the postponement. 

Mr. Bacon was not particularly anxious on the 
subject, though he could see no objection to en- 


It can- | braced by the report, might be conceived to be 


due from him as a member of the committee, and 
desirous that his own views, at least, of this very 
important subject, should not be misunderstood, 
he would, as briefly as he could, proceed to such 
further elucidation of the grounds on. which the 
report was predicated, as it was in his power to 
offer. 

In addition to the general duty at all times in- 
cumbent upon the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to see that the credit of the Government 
should at no time be permitted to suffer for the 
want of pecuniary means, commensurate with its 
exigencies, their attention, it would be recollected, 
had been at a very early period of the session par- 
ticularly drawn to this subject, by that portion of 
the Message of the President of the United States 
which had been especially referred to their con- 
| sideration, and in which the necessity of produc- 

ing a revenue “sufficient at least to defray the 
‘ordinary expenses of Government, and to pay 
‘ the interest on the public debt, including that on 
“new loans which might be authorized”—was 
strongly enjoined—it was for the purpose of car- 
rying into effect this provident recommendation 
of the Executive, that the carnest attention of the 


tering upon it at present. The Committee of | committee had been bestowed upon the present 
Ways and Means had thought it their duty to j and future state of our financial concerns, Under 
make their report as soon as they were able ; and, ; the expenditures already authorized by law, and 
having done this, the responsibility lies with the j iu the event of the war, which the acts of every 
House. If the House showed an unwillingness to | branch of the Government gave us the highest 
enier upon this subject, it might have an unfa- | reason tu expect was likely to occur within a pe- 
vorable effect upon the loan which had been j riod not very distant, the amount of those expen- 
authorized. ditures, both ordinary and extraordiuary, were 

Mr. Newron wished the House to go into aj detailed at large in the report. Those of ‘the 
Committee on this subject, if it were only to take | former description, which fall upou the present 
up that part of the report which has reference to | year, have already been provided for from the 
an increase of duties on imports, as the manufac- | revenues which will be receivable during the 
turers in different parts of the United States, who | year, and from the moneys remaining in the 
had expended large sums in erecting works, are; ‘l'reasury at its commencement, and no further 


anxious to know the determination of Congress 
on this subject. 

Mr. Cuay, from the considerations suggested 
by the gentleman last up, withdrew his motion. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the report of the Committee 
of Ways and. Means; when the first resolution, 
proposing an increase of 100 per cent. on impost 
duties heing under consideration— 

Mr. Bacon rose and said, that he should per- 
haps be very readily excused by the Committee, 
should he refrain altogether from claiming their 
attention to any further expositions of the views 
which had governed the Committee of Ways 
and Mcans, in the general report which it had 
been deemed thcir duty to present to the House, 
and which was now the subject of consideration ; 
and were he to be governed solely by his own 
feelings or inclinations, he certainly should not 
be dispused to add to the long list of unwelcome 
taxes, whose aduptivu was recommended to the 
House—one which in his view had lung since 
become to them and to the uation the most inju- 
rous and burdensome of all others—the tax of 
words. Presuming, however, that some more 
particular explanation of the various topics em- 


į provision is necessary on this account. 

In relation to the extraordinary expenditures, 
-on which the estimates of the committee were 
| founded, and for the defraying of which the House 
had just now authorized a loan of eleven millions— 
it might, perhaps, be supposed that some of the 
heads of expenditure authorized might be rather 
nominal than real, and at any rate were much lar- 
| ger than could in all probability be expended dur- 
| ing the present year. This was probably true— 

but he found that in the event of actual war dur- 
ing a considerable portion of the year, and on that 
i basis the committee grounded their estimates, 
there were other branches of expenditure which 
| would turn out much higher than had as yet 
| been calculated; and it would be recollected that 
ja bill had within a few days passed the House, 
iby which an additional annual expenditure of 
: $400,000 was authorized for arming the militia, 
| which had not been brought into the estimates 
! of the committee. For the expenditures of the 
| present year, both ordinary and extraordinary, 
(excepting only the sums necessary for the an- 
nual reimbursement of the principal of the old 
debt, and which remained thereafter to be pro- 
vided for by a new loan,) provision had thus been 
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already made by the House. The next question 
is in relation to the provision necessary for the 
two succceding years. The committee have 
estimated both the ordinary and extraordinary 
expenditures of those years, at about the same 
as are contemplated by the appropriations for 
the present year, adding for the year 1813, the in- 
terest on the loan authorized for the present year, 
and for the year 1814, the additional interest ac- 
cruing on the expected loan for the service of the 
previous year. This estimate, calculating the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury from present sources of 
revenue at buta little more than three millions, 
left a deficit of more than seven millions for the 
payment of ordinary expenses and interest for 
1814, and more than six and an half millions for 
1813. It was true that the estimates of the reve- 
nue from present sources for those years, was and 
must be almost entirely conjectural; and most 
gentlemen, it was believed, were disposed to esti- 
mate it considerably higher. We are all apt to 
be disposed in times of difficulty to look ra- 
ther upon that side of the picture which was 
least discouraging. Nothing confident could cer- 
tainly be predicated ona state of things which 
was altogether so new to us of late years as an 
active war with Great Britain; but, so far as we 
ean calculate upon any known data, he had 
much reason to fear, that this conjectural esti- 
mate was not greatly underrated. We have‘no 
document which gives us the respective amount 
of our actual importations of articles on which 
impost duties are collected from different foreign 
countries for the two or three years past—but, 
from information laid before the House in the 
year 1805, it appears, that, on an average of the 
years 1802, 3,and 4, our importations from all 
parts of the world were as follows: from the 
British dominions, $35,970,000; Northern Eu- 
ropean Powers, $7,094,000; Holland, France, 
Spain, and Italy, $25,475,000 ; Portugal $1,083,- 
000; China and other native Asiatic Powers, 
$4.856.000; all other countries $733,000; total 
$75,094,000. When, therefore, it was considered 
that nearly half of the whole amount of our im- 
post duties accrued on importations from Great 
Britain, which, throwing out of view such illicit 
trade as might take place in a state of war, must 
be entirely suspended ; the general exclusion which 
it was to be feared we must be subjected to from 
the Baltic, Mediterranean, and Asiatic trade; he 
did not know from what sources of legitimate 
eommerce we could flatter oursclves with the 
prospect of a much greater revenue from external 
sources than the amount which had been assumed 
by the committee, especially when we contem- 
plate the increased interruptions to which all our 
other branches of foreign commerce must be ex- 
posed by capture and the general hostilities of 
the enemy. 

It is assumed by the committee, that the extra- 
ordinary or war expenditures of the two succeed- 
ing years should also rest upon further loans; and 
it is proposed that revenue sufficient to pay only 
the ordinary expenses, and the interest on the old 


provided for by the Government—leaving us for 
the present year the principal of the old debt re- 
imbursable, to be provided for by a prolongation 
of the old or the contracting of a new loan. This 
requisition is evidently so moderate in itself, and 
so clearly sanctioned by the example of every 
Government which is influenced in its financial 
concerns by the dictates of a wise and prudent 
policy, that. had the committee been governed 
only by their own views of propriety, they might, 
perhaps, have thought an apology was due to 
the House and the nation, for having proposed a 
system which suffered so large a portion of the 
current annual expenditures to remain unpro- 
vided for, except through the medium of a debt 
irredeemable for perhaps twelve years to come}; 
and it might seem to reasonable men a waste of 
time and argument, to endeavor to enforce the 
propriety or necessity of providing a revenue at 
least commensurate to the objects before stated. 
Such novel and strange ideas had, however, of 
late, apparently obtained a currency in political 
circles out of doors on this point, and he feared 
had not been entirely without their proselytes 
even within these walls; and so much had been 
thrown out as to our capacity of obtaining loans 
upon eligible terms and to an almost unlimited ex- 
tent, both for defraying our current charges, and 
even the interest on the loans themselves, through 
the medium of some magieal paper machinery, 
that he deemed it important to bring these doc- 
trines to an early test, before they had acquired a 
too fatal ascendency either here or elsewhere in 
our country. 

The ability of a Government to obtain any 
considerable sums by way of loans upon eligible 
terms, Mr. Bacon said, depended, he apprehended, 
mostly upon the market value which the public 
funds or stocks of the country bore in the market. 
Since no prudent capitalist could be expected: to 
loan his money to a Government for this security 
at par, if that security would in all probability 
immediately fall in his hands below the nominal 
value which it expressed to be worth; when this 
was the case the only mode of obtaining the use 
of such capital must be by ailowing to the lender 
an extra interest, or in some other way afford 
him a premium therefor beyond the ordinary rate 
of legal interest in the country. 

The market value of public stocks or funds 
depends again upon the proportion between the 
interest which they bear, and the profit which 
can be made by investing individual capital in 
some private enterprise or employment which 
the situation and circumstances of the country 
affords. It is influenced by the plenty or scarcity 
of money or capital in the country, by the credit 
of the Government itself, and by the quantity of 
its stock which shall be circulating in the market. 
These are principles which are neither novel or 
original, they are founded on universal experi- 
ence, and require, it is presumed, no illustration 
to establish them in the mind of any man who 
hasat al! reflected upon the subject. Letus then 
apply them to the circumstances and case of our 


debt and on new loans, should be immediately | own country. In the first place, it is well known 
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that we are not yet a country having at its com- 
mand a large disposable moneyed capital. That 
we are a nation strong in our own peculiar re- 
sources, in a well-directed and successful agricul- 
ture, in the general industry of our people, and, 
until of late, in a growing and flourishing com- 


considerable extent, thrown out of its ordinary 
channels of employment, and may, on that ac- 
count, be more readily drawn into the public 
funds. But, itis at the same time to be considered, 
that our country affords other very wide and 
profitable fields of employment for capital besides 


merce, is not to be doubted. But, as compared | commercial pursuits, -such as investment in our 
with most other nations, whose exigencies have | new lands, pushing forward new settlements, and 


compelled them to resort to an extensive system 
of public credit, we are, in regard to a surplus 
moneyed capital, comparatively poor and feeble. 
It is true that we havea nominal bank capital of 
some fifty or sixty millions of dollars, and much 
reliance is apparently placed upon this for the 
facilities of loans, Undoubtedly we shall be able 
to obtain considerable aids from that quarter, but 
still ic is to be feared that some of our calcula- 
tions on that may be ill founded. A considerable 
part of this capital, there is reason to believe, 
rests upon credit in some shape or other, and is 
one which its holders are compelled to manage 
with the utmost caution and circumspection. 


Their loans do not generally extend beyond sixty” 


days, and they are enabled to extend or contract 
their discounts precisely in proportion to the pres- 
sure that is like to be made upon them, and to 
the general state of commercial and other credit. 
it is not such loans that will answer our purpose ; 
they must be made irredeemable for a much 
longer period, perhaps for ten or twelve years. 

But the difficulty of obtaining loans in this 
‘country to any very great extent does not rest 
altogether upon theory; we are not without some 
experience on that point. From the late Bank of 
the United States, strong as it was in capital, 
and dependent as it was upon the Government, 
the whole amount of the loans which they were 
enabled to make us during the continuance of 
their charter, hardly amounted to seven millions. 
Jt is well known that during the year 1796, the 
Government, being pressed for the payment of 
the loans previously effected with that bank and 
the bank of New York, opened a domestic loan 
for five millions, but were able to obtain sub- 
scriptions only to the amount of eighty thousand 
dollars, and that irredcemable for more than 
twenty years, and were morcover compelled, in 
order to meet their engagements, to sell a large 
portion of their shares in the bank upon the best 
terms they were able to do. The credit of the 
Government was as good then as it is now, and 
there was certainly as strong a disposition in the 
moneyed interest of the nation to accommodate 
them as there now is. The truth is, if we can 
make it for the interest of capitalists to lend us 
this money, we shall undoubtedly obtain it, even 
from our encmies; and on no other consideration 
should we flatter ourselves from obtaining a sin- 
gle cent from those whom we call our friends. 

It is not to be doubted that since that period 
the moneyed capital of the nation has experienced 
a very considerable augmentation ; and, so far as 
that goes, it is to be hoped that our ability of 
obtaining domestic loans will be facilitated. It 
is also inevitable that, in a period of war, the 
eommercial capital of the country will be, to a 


improvements in agriculture generally, These 
objects have already been sufficiently tempting to 
| draw to them very considerable sums, both of do- 
pean and foreign capital. Our manufactures 
are already gaining an extension, and some of 
these branches realize a profit which is suffi- 
ciently tempting to draw forth much capital for 
their prosecution—and in time of war the scanti- 
ness of foreign supplies and the increasing de- 
| mand of our own manufactures must probably 
i increase both the demand and the profit upon 
| them. It may be added, that every man who has 
j commercial capital on hand will calculate that 
the war will not probably last many years—that 
| at its close, new and profitable channels of com- 
| merce will again be opened, when he can resume 
his ordinary pursuits; and would not these men 
very frequently prefer reserving their capital for 
j such a use, at a period which they would at least 
flatter themselves could not be far distant, to 
; tying it down in a permanent lvan to the Gov- 
| ernment? It is true, that the transferable nature 
| of public stock, always enables its holders:to re- 
alize its value by sale in the market, and to con- 
vert the capital held in it to any other use which 
they may prefer—but any unusual sales must in- 
evitably depress the market value, and thus expose 
the original holder to a loss—and upon all these 
! remote circumstances, those who have money to 
invest, can and will calculate with much greater 
| precision and correctness than we can do for 
| them, i i 
l These (Mr. B. said) are some of the consider- 
ations which struck him as worthy of considera- 
tion when we are about calculating on the pros- 
pects which we have of obtaining to a very ex- 
| tensive degree domestic loans upon very moderate 
terms of interest, and that too on the supposition 
į that we provide a settled revenue sufficient at 
least to meet our ordinary expenses, and the in- 
terest on the debt which we may annually con- 
tract. But, if we suffer ourselves to yield to the 
new theory of borrowing both principal and in- 
terest, we have no data by which to judge upon 
what probable terms loans may be obtained at 
all, or how long it will be before we must wind 
up business. This is an experiment which it is 
believed no regular or provident Government, 
| which relied upon public opinion and voluntary 
| credit for the support of its exigencies, has of late 
| been presumptuous enough to attempt. Under 
l such a system of finance, our course must proba- 
bly be that of all other individuals of desperate 
| fortune and broken resources, and, like other bank- 
rupts, we must trust to chance, and get along at 
the mercy of sharpers and shavers. He did not 
use these terms in relation to those who would 
take advantage of our necessities by way of re- 
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them. The public debt of a na- p which, from the manner of taking loans, and for 


tem of management, it is impossible to say what | conflict with Great Britain, and it may be well 
prudent capitalist would trust us at all, or upon | for us to estimate accurately in the outset, not 
what, even tolerable, terms. But, suppose for a | only her military and her naval strength, but 
moment that all doubts of this sort were removed, | what is of at least equal importance in modern 
what would be the inevitable effect of throwing | warfare, her pecuniary and financial strength ; 
into the marketanoually such an increased amount | for, to understand truly the full extent of the 
of public debt as this system must require? The | force which we may have to encounter, affords 
same at least as glutting it with any other com- | the only probable chance we have for overcoming 
modity beyond the natural rise and demand, and, | it. We have been accustomed to consider the 
from the delicate nature of public credit, probably | situation of British finances to be such that her 
much greater and more sensible. ‘he result of | Government must be on the very verge of bank- 
it for only two years is briefly alluded to in the | ruptey. Perhaps it was so. With respect to her 
report of the committee, going on the supposi-| general paper system he did not pretend to be 
lion of an extraordinary expenditure of eleven | able to make any certain calculations. But, if 
millions a year. We must, if no additional re- | we have not the wisdom or the firmness to raise 
source be provided, raise by loan for the next|even so large a portion of our current expendi- 
year $17,560,000, and for the succeeding year, | tures by adequate revenue as is now asked for by 
$18,220,000, exclusive of $1,570,000 annually for | the Executive and by the committee, he would 
the reimbursement of the old debts agreeably to | hazard the prediction that we should very shortly 
existing contract, making an average of nearly | indeed advance much more rapidly in the road 
twenty millions annually. The effects of such! to national bankruptcy than Great Britain has as 
an operation upon the price of public stocks, and | yet done, with all ber follies and all her prodi- 
the consequent terms of all future loans, must be | gality. How far, then, does she rely upon a 
abundantly manifest. mere system of loans and public credit for the 
We are not (said Mr. B.) without some expe- | supply of her annual expenditures? In the year 
rience also on this point. He had been informed, | 1808, her whole annual expenditure, including 
from sources that he believed could be depended | the sums applied to the redemption of her debt, 
upan, that, owing to the difficulty of making re- | was about seventy-five millions sterling, of which 
ittances from Great Britain to this country by | she raised within the year about fifty-eight mil- 
means of British manufactures, American mer- | lions by taxes, and about seventeen millions by 
chants had been in the habit, during the last | toans. 
year, of purchasing American stocks which were; The interest of her public debt was about 
owned in Great Britain, and remitting them to|tweuty millions, and the amount of principal ex- 
this country. The whole amount, however, did | tinguished during the year was more than nine 
not probably exceed three millions. But, the ef-| millions, being more than half of the whole 
fect of throwing only this unusual quantity into | amount borrowed, and leaving a net increase of 
market had, he was assured, sunk the price of | debt of but about eight millions, or less than one- 
stocks, for a considerable part of the year, as much | ninth part of her whole expenditure. In 1811 
as four per cent, below their former price, and | the proportions raised by taxes and by loans were 
had at one time reduced them below par. They | about the same. lt may also be remarked, that 
had in some measure recovered from this depres- | on every new Joan which was authorized by that 
sion. But he perceived that, though it was now | Government of late years, they made it a pria- 
nearly at the close of a quarter, when they were | cipleto provide funds from accruing revenue suf- 
usually a little higher than at other periods, they | ficient not only to pay the annual interest on the 
were now quoted in the price currents of the | loan, but also to reimburse annually one per cent, 
day as but barely at par; in one instance he had | on its principal. From these and other provis- 
lately noticed they were stated as a little below. | ions which had been adopted into her financial 
From this circumstance, then, we may perhaps | system, the Government was enabled to borrow 
judge something of the effect which may be pro- | money at a lower rate of interest than they bad 
duced by a sudden influx of new stock to the|done twenty years since, notwithstandiag the 
annual amount of twenty millions. i immense increase of their debt within that pe- 
It is well known that the Government of Great | riod. Great Britain as well knows the extent 
Britain, with her immense mass of funded debt, | and strength of our financial means as we do 
does not venture to put into circulation at once a | ourselves, and let us not, by a feeble, a ruinous, 
very large portion of new stock. It is there let | anda shortsighted system, teach her to despise us. 
out gradually, and as the state of the market will! Much has been said out of this House, and 
bear, through the medium of the bank, who act | considerable within it, though not in debate, upon 
as the agents of the successful bidders of the loan, j the facility with which all our expeuses might 
and support them in all their operations—a mode | be defrayed, by some sort of paper system, called 
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Exchequer bills and Treasury notes; and it | omitted. ‘This can only be done by the early or- 
seemed to possess the minds of some gentlemen ganization of a revenue commensurate to the 
that this species of Government paper might be | preservation of our credit unimpaired. 
invested with a sort of magical effect, which | But it may be said, that we can well enough 
would at once acquire unbounded credit, without | carry on a war for one year upon our credit alone, 
danger of depreciation, although no particular and that it will be time enough after that to pro- 
provision should be made for paying the interest | vide additional revenues. It is probably forgot- 
ten that this is the very basis assumed by the 
committee, and on which we must proceed. For 
of the Treasury that such papers might occa- | the expenses of this year we have already author- 
sionally be issued to a small but moderate ex- i ized a loan of eleven millions, and-upon that we 
tent; and it was evident that he did not calculate | must rely. If we provide a system. of revenue 
upon it as anything more than a small auxiliary | this year, it will not come into the Treasury un- 
aid to the principal revenue. and as something | til the next; the question then was, not whether 
perhaps in anticipation of it, or to make good ; we should carry on the war one year Upon loans; 
unexpected deficiencies. What is the nature of | but whether we should postpone for this year the 
these Exchequer bills, and to what extent are providing of revenue to the extent proposed “by 
the Government able to rely upon them, even in | the committee, and rely for two years upon loans 
Great Britain, from which, it is presumed, our for the payment of all our extraordinary expenses 
notions of them are taken? If gentlemen will [8 greater portion of the ordinary ones, and the 
give themselves the trouble to look into the sub- | interest on our new and old debt. He hoped that 
ject, they will find that they are nothing more or | such degree of improvidence would not be list- 
jess than a Government security bearing interest ened to. 
from the time they issue, circulated through the It had sometimes been whispered that our citi- 
agency of the bank, usually funded like other | zens might be found unwilling to hear of taxes 
public stocks at the eud of the year or other short | even in prospect until they were fairly engaged 
period, and the interest provided for and paid, in the war, and that then they would submit to 
leaving to the Government but little advantage | them with cheerfulness. Mr. B. said, he much 
over an ordinary loan. So greatis the danger of | doubted whether war in itself, under any circum- 
this depreciation, and so cautiously are they re- | stances, was attended with so many alleviating 
sorted to there, that out of an annual expendi- ; considerations as to render altogether acceptable 
ture of seventy or eighty millions they rarely j in fact that which it was supposed could not be 
venture to issue more than three or four millions | tolerated by our citizens even in prospect. If the 
of Exchequer bills. How small an aid, there- | people will not bear the necessary taxes, it cannot 
fore, should we be able to derive from them, and | with propriety be said that they will bear the 
at the same time preserve our and their credit. | contemplated war, and the sooner we know it the 
Of all the other disastrous effects that might | better. For his part, he could: not reconcile it 
be apprehended from the worst events of a for-! with his ideas of an honest and a fair policy to 
eign war. Mr. B. said he should most deplore | hold out any dclusive expectations to the people. 
those which must result from a broken public ; He wished them to look upon war as he looked 
credit, and a depreciated paper currency. Its | upon it, and as it really was, a rugged and a thor- 
operation upon the character of our Govern- | ny road, and not a primrose path of mere pastime 
ment, both at home and abroad, would be such | and revelry. Let us not content ourselves with 
as it would hardly recover from for a century to i hobbling along upon the temporary expedients of 
come. Upon the habits and morals of the coun- | the day, which must soon fail us, and with them 
try it would be most corrupting and disastrous, Í the peuple themselves will desert us. Let us ra» 
producing a state of general distrust, speculation, į ther do our duty to ourselves and to the people, 
and fraud, the ruin of the honest and unsuspect- į leaving it to them to do what they. shall think 
ing, and the enriching of the avaricious and un- theirs to us. | : ee 
principled. The state of public securities during ; If then, (said Mr. B.,) the necessity of providing 
and afier the Revolution afforded us some expe- | at this time additional revenue is apparent, at 
rience on this head; and could we again consent ; least to the extent proposed by the committee, the 
to see our public paper purchased up by a few i remaining question 1s, as to the sources from which 
sagacious and wealthy capitalists at one-eighth ‘it can most easily and conveniently be drawn. 
of its nominal value, and eventually redeemed, | These, 10 this country, it is well known, are not 
as it must be, at par? He said it must be, because | numerous. Our internal moneyed capital is com- 
if this paper should settle, as it would do, mostly | paratively small ; and those branches of industry 
in those sections of the country where money | and manufacture, which in most European coun- 
capital was the most abundant, and the Govern- į tries are ihe sources of large revenues, are few 
ment should, after a peace, refuse to perform its | and feeble, It has been the general endeavor of 
engagement to the holders, it must produce a the committee to select such as promised to be the 
snock upon the Government, which all the arti- | most productive in themselves, and as,in their 
ficial bonds of our national Union would be un- | judgment, he presumed, would bear with the most 
able to resist. He trusted that, in order to pro- | equality upon the different sections and interests 
vide against an occurrence of this nature, no | of the country. Whether they had attained this 
means within our power would for a moment be | object, was a question for the House to decide. 
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the committee, he could not pre fess to be entirely 


satisfied with all the details and proportions of 


some of the duties proposed. One thing at least, 
‘he. thought, might safely be affirmed in the gene- 
„ral, that the interior or agricultural interest had 
uo right to complain when they compared their 
burdens with those proposed to be laid upon the 
«ities and the seaboard generally; and he had ra- 
“ker, for one, that some of them had been a little 
differently apportioned. He would very briefly 
notice them all in this point of view, and in rela- 
tion to their local and sectional bearing. 

The first was, the additional duty of impost. 
This being generally a tax upon consumption, 
was probably more equal upon the whole, in rela- 


tion to its local bearings, than any other mode of 


raising money which we could resort to, which, 
added to the consideration of its more easy col- 
lection, had made it heretofore almost the only 
one on which we had relied, and would probably 
he so again on the return of peace. The great 
question, in relation to it, was the extent to which 
it could safely and practically be carried; and in 
this point of view he would notice it hereafter. - 

The second object propused, was the retention 
of twenty-five per cent. on the amount of draw- 
backs. This he considered ‘might fairly be put 
down as a deduction from mercantile profit on 
that branch of our export trade, which consisted 
of re-exportations of foreign articles, and operat- 
ing of course almost exclusively upon the com- 
mercial sections of the country. In time of war, 
the amount of that trade must be very inconsider- 
able, and the product of the duty of course small. 

The additional tonnage duty might appear at 
first view to fall also entirely on the mercantile 
part of the community ; but would not it incor- 
porate itself, in a great measure, with the freight, 
and like that fall eventually very much upon the 
consumer of the articles which were the subjects 
of freight? He apprehended it might. 

The salt tax, it was evident, fell almost exclu- 
sively upon the agricultural part of the country, 
and principally upon that portion of them living 
in that section between the seaboard and the 
Western waters—the former, from their contigui- 
ty to the salt water, requiring the.use of very little 
salt, and the latter being supplied from their in- 
terior manufactures. 

The duty upon stills would probably fall the 
most heavy, compared with any other species of 
tax, upon the Middle and Western States, who 
manufactured the greatest quantity of domestic 
spirits. It would be rernarked, that it Was extreme- 
ly light, indeed, and calculated to raise but half 
of what was collected from the same object in 
the year 1800. 

The tax upon retailers, including tavern- 
keepers, he considered as likely to fall with much 
the greatest weight upon the cities in the first 
place, and gencfally upon the northern and mid- 
dle portions of the Union ; thoughsome gentlemen 
professed to view it otherwise, it was, in his 
view, compared with others,a very heavy one. 


sidered ın its operation as but an additional im- 
post on foreign goods, falling pretty much upon 
the consumer. As it applied to the sale of ships 
and vessels, it would fall the most heavily on the 
| mercantile sections of the country. f 
| The duties on sugars refined, must from their 
nature fall upon the consumers in every part of 
the Union, and was perhaps as equal in its opera- 
tion as any other existing duty. 

The duty upon carriages must fall much the 
most heavily on the Atlantic States, both North- 
ern, Middle, and Southern, at least as far as Vir- 
ginia ; but would be felt in a very inconsiderable 
degree by the Western States—he considered it 
comparatively as a pretty heavy one. 

The stamp duties would in their operation be 
found to apply almost exclusively to banking and 
mercantile operations in the first instance ; but, 
so far as they might have a tendency to raise the 
interest of money, would probably indirectly fail 
more or less upon almost every portion of the 
country. 

The direct tax, upon whatever principles it 
might be laid and assessed, would, it was very 
certain, be found to fall much the most heavily 
upon the agricultural, interior, and newly settled 
portions of the Union—the aggregate wealth and 
the active disposable capital whick could be spared 

‘for the purpose of contributing tothe payment of 
any species of tax, being so much less than in the 
commercial and old settled States, a tax which 
was apportioned merely by numbers of inhabit- 
ants would undoubtedly be found much more dif- 
ficult to pay. The alleviating considerations 
which had been suggested by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in regard to its actual operation upoa 
the Western States, however, furnished a very 
great drawback upon their real weight; and those 
States had, he apprehended upon the whole, the 
least right of all others to complain of the com- 
bined operation of the whole system. 

Mr. B. said, he had thus given briefly, imper- 
| fectly; and, perhaps, very incorrectly, such views 
as he had been able to form in relation to the gen- 
eral bearings of the system under consideration. 
He was sensible of his great incompetence to do 

justice to so extensive and complicated a subject. 
His impressions were given with real diffidence. 
and he should be happy to see his errors corrected 
i by gentlemen of more experience and sagacity. 
He trusted that gentlemen who concurred in the 
necessity of raising at this time, in some way or 
other, the amount of revenue which had been pro- 
posed by the committee, would not be governed in 
i their votes by mere local considerations, growing 
out of the unequal operation of any ane species ot 
tax upon their particular constituents; but that 
they would rather look to the combined operation 
of the whole system, and with those enlarged 
views, by the aid-of which alone we could ex- 
pect to come to a successful and practicable re- 
sult; and that if, after all, any member should 
feel it his duty to withhold his assent from any 
one or more of the proposed objects of taxation, 
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jn its operation to which it might be thought ex- | the books in the Library of Congress to the Judges of 
= E the Supreme Court of the United States, at the times, 


immediately under the consideration of the com-| The resolution was read twice, and ordered to 
aa md would then submit the whole subject | be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 
to the good sense of the House, reserving onl 
such explanations as might be called for on the WAR arene . ; 
other propositions submitted in the report. The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
As to the amount to which it might be found tec of the Whole on the report of the Committee 
practicable or expedient to carry the present du- of Ways and Means, proposing a plan to raise the 
ties of impost, he had not that practical knowledge | 1eVenue necessary for the service of the present 
which enabled him to determine with any great and two succeeding years; and, after some time 
degree of certainty, though he was persuaded that spent therein, the Committee rose, and reported 
they might safely be carried much higher than their agreement to the resolutions therein con- 
they were at present, if the exigencies of the coun- tained, amended to read as follows: 
wy required it, He found that on every former | 1 Resolved, That an addition of one hundred per 
increase which had taken place, it had been said | centum be made to the several rates of permanent du- 
by many gentlemen that they were already as ties now imposed, by law, on all goods, wares, and 
high as they would bear, without incurring the gy a imported into the United States, . 
danger of smuggling, and the consequent diminu- I a7 enolred, That twenty -Aivo por contum haretan- 
: as ed on all drawbacks allowed by iaw, on the exportation 
tion of the revenue expected from them; such, | Sf woods, wares, and merchandise, exported from th 
however, had in no instance, he believed, been United States. a ok as 
the result. He then adverted to the various pe-| 3, Resolved, That additional tonnage duties be laid 
riods when such increase of duties had taken | at the following rates, viz: 
place, and stated, that from official documents it| 1. On all vessels licensed for the coasting trade or 
appeared not only that the actual revenue had in- | fisheries, twenty cents a ton per year. 
creased proportionably, but that the articles them-| 2. On all other vessels owned by citizens of the Uni- 
selves upon which such increased duties had been | ted States, twenty-five cents per ton on the entry of 
laid, had also experienced a regular and progres- | the vessel. 
sive increase of importation. What wasthe high-| 3. On all foreign vessels, one dollar and twenty-five 
est point to which the duty could now be carried, | cents per ton on the entry of the vessel. 
it was impossible to say; practical men of great) 4. Resolved, That a duty of twenty cents per bushel 
weight and respectability differed widely upon | ve laid upon all salt imported into the United States. 
this question, and it could probably be conclusive- | > Resolved, That duties be laid on licenses to distil 
ly settled only by experiment. The high author- | spirits at the following rates, viz a 
ity of the Secretary of the Treasury was decided- | _, 1: On stills employed in distilling spirits from for- 
ly ia favor of the amount recommended by the eign materials, at the rate of seventy-five cents per 
committee. He should be happy, he said, to hear 


gallon, on the capacity of such stills. 
the opinions of experienced members on all sides 2. On stills solely employed in distilling spirits from 
of the House on this point, having very little con- 


domestic materials, at any distillery at which there are 
fidence in his own opinions ; but he would move, 


one or more stills of more capacity, together, than one 
under his present impressions, that the Commit- 


nmana em 


hundred and fifty gallons, at the rate of fifty cents per 
gallon, on the capacity of such stills. 


tee of the Whole should concur with the Com-|~ 3, On other stills, solely employed in distilling spir- 
mittee of Ways and Means in the adoption of the | its from fruit, at the rate of five dollars on each still a 
first resolution. year. 

When Mr. Bacon had concluded, the Commit- |7 4. On other stills, solely employed in distilling spir- 
tee rose, and the House adjourned. its from any domestic materials, at the rate of fifteen 


dollars on each still a year. . 
6. Resolved, That duties be laid on licenses to re- 
Weonrspay, Feburary 26. tailers of wines, spirits, and foreign merchandise, in- 
Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed on | cluding tavern-keepers, at the following rates, namely : 
the petition of the Ursuline Nuns, of the city of If in cities, towns, or villages, containing more than 
New Orleans, presented a bill to authorize the | °° hundred families, ; ns ts , 
Secretary of War to exchange lands with the Ur- | E On retailers of forcign ae’ including 
suline Nuns in the city of New Orleans; which me Segal teak, went talline 
N . j r M e AA E ni Fy meS , i ; 
a ar eaanee toe Comptaiitee 3. Ditto, of spirits alone, twenty dollars. 
: enim sdn 4. Ditto, of domestic spirits alone, fifteen dollars. 
The following resolution, in the form of a joint , P : 


: f 5. Ditto, of foreign merchandise, other than wines 
resolution of the two Houses, was submitted by | and spirits, fifteen dollars. 


Mr. SeyBert ® | If any other place than cities, towns, or villages, con- 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives | taining more than one hundred families, 
of the United States of America, in Congress assem- 1. On retailers of foreign merchandise, including 


led, That the President of the Senate and the Speaker | wines and spirits, fifteen dollars. 
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7. Resolved, That duties be laid on sales at auction 
of foreign merchandise, for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money, two dollars; and on sales at auc- 
tion of ships or vessels, for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money, twenty-five cents. 

8. Resolved, That a duty of four cents per pound 
be laid on all sugars refined in the United States, al- 
lowing a drawback on the exportation of the same. 

9. Resolved, That duties be laid on carriages, used 
for the conveyance of persons, at the following rates, 
viz: 

1. On every coach, chariot, and post chaise, twenty- 
five dollars. 

2. On every pheton, and on every coachee having 
pannel work in the upper division thereof, fifteen dol- 
lars. 

3. On every other four-wheel carriage hanging on 
steel springs, ten dollars. 

4. On every four-wheel carriage hanging on iron 
or wooden springs, und on every two-wheel carriage, 
with a top, or hanging on steel or iron springs, five 
dollars. 

5. On every other four or two-wheel carriage, three 
dollars. 

10. Resolved, That stamp duties be laid on the fol- 
lowing instruments of writing, viz : 

1. On all notes payable to bearer or order, issued by 
any bank or bankers, at fates on an average of one 
dollar for every hundred dollars, with an option to pay 
in lieu thereof two-and-a-half per centum on their divi- 
dends. 

2. On all notes-of-hand above fifty dollars, payable 
to bearer or order, having one or more endorsers ; and 
on all bills of exchange, above fifty dollars, having one 
or more endorsers, at rates on an average of five cents 
for every hundred dollars. 

11. Resolved, That three millions of dollars be raised 
by a direct tax, to be apportioned among the several 
States, agreeably to the rule prescribed by the Consti- 
tution. 

12. Resolved, That each State be authorized to pay 
the amount of its quota to the United States, with a 
deduction of fifteen per cent, if paid before the assess- 
ment is commenced, and of seven-and-a-half per cent. 
if paid before the tax becomes due. 

13. Resolved, That all the duties above enumerated: 
and the tax aforesaid, shall be’ laid and become paya” 
ble only after the United States shall have become en- 
gaged in a war with a foreign European uation. 

14, Resolved, That the said duties and tax shall con- 
tinue until one year after the conclusion of peace with 
such foreign nation, and no longer. 


And then the House adjourned. 


Taorspay, February 27. 


The resolution granting to the Judges of the 
Supreme Court the privilege of using the books 
of the Congress Library, was read the third time 
and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate bave passed the bill from this 
House “ to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, under the direction of the President of the 
United States, to purchase of Winslow Lewis his 


patent right to the new and improved method of 
lighting light-houses, and for other purposes,” 
with amendments. They have also passed a bill 
for the establishment of of a General Land Office 
in the Department of the Treasury; in which 
amendments and bill they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 


WAR TAXES, 

The House took up the report of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the war taxes ; when a con- 
currence in the first resolution, increasing the im- 
post duties one hundred per cent. being under 
consideration ; and the yeas and nays being called 
upon the resolution, the Speaker directed the 
Clerk to proceed with the call. Just after Mr. 
Axs‘ron had answered to his name, Mr. Wipgery 
addressed the Speaker. The Speaker decided 
that the call had commenced, and the gentleman 
could not, therefore, according to the rules of the 
House, be heard, except the House should deter- 
mine otherwise. The call was insisted upon, and 
the resolution was concurred in, 71 to 40, as fol- 
lows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Sto- 
venson Archer, Ezckiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, 
Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, 
Wiiliam Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, 
Roget Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel 
Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, 
Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- 


seph Kent, William R. King, William Lowndes, Aaron- 


Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, William McCoy, Samuel Mc- 
Kee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Samuel L. 
Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nel- 
son, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas New- 
ton, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, 
junior, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, William M. 
Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, Jahn Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
‘Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, William Strong, George M. Troup, 
Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

Nays—Jobn Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, Jas. Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaph- 
roditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- 
port, jun., William Ely, James Emott, James Fisk, Asa 
Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 
Gray, Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, Joseph 
Lewis, junior, Robert Ie Roy Livingston, George C. 
Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, James Milnor, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
Josiab Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry 
M. Ridgely, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Lewis 
B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, Lewis Wheaton, 
Leonard White, William Widgery, and ‘Thomas 
Wilson. 

A concurrence in the second resolution, in re- 
lation to drawbacks was the next question. 

Mr. McKim said, if-the House calculated upon 
this provision as an article of revenue, they would 
certainly be disappointed; for he believed, instead 
of benefiting the revenue, it would injure it. 
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Mr. Fisk moved to postonce the further consid- 
eration of all the resolutions before the House 
until the first Monday in April next. Mr. F. as- 
signed as his reasons for this motion, that as all 
were agreed these taxes were war taxes, he thought 
it time enough to agree upon them when war be- 
caine certain; that there was no doubt the re- 
sources of the country were amply sufficient 
whenever Congress determined to call thei forth, 
but he saw no necessity for alarming the people 
with odious taxes beforehand. Another reason 
for the postponement, he said he disliked the sys- 
tem, and ifa little time was given, a more ac- 
ceptable one to the people might be formed. 
Whenever war became unavoidable, he would be 
as ready as any other member to vote the neces- 
sary taxes; but he wished not to vote for them 
in advance. It was on this ground he had voted 
against the first resolution. 

Mr. Porter seconded the motion for postpone- 
ment. Whenever the question of war came be- 
fore the House, he would be as ready to vote for 
it as any member, and for taxes to support it; 
and now, if gentlemen would say they were ready 
to lay the taxes, without reserve, he would vote 
for them, but he wished not to lay them by anti- 
cipation. 

This motion was opposed hy Messrs. McKim, 
Smicie, Troup, Rara, Jonnson, Bown, FINDLEY, 
Catnooun, and CHeves, on the ground of its im- 
propriety and impolicy. The Committee of Ways 
and Means having recommended to Congress a 
system of taxation, which has been published to 
the world, and this House having, in committee, 
agreed, by large majorities, to the several taxes 
proposed by that committee, to be laid whenever 
a war shall take place, and not before, and if no 
war takes place, of course the whole will bea 
dead letter, it would appear strange if they were 
now to adopt a motion like the present. The 
people would be ata loss to account for such a 
course, They would begin to fear Congress were 
not serious in their declarations of a determina- 
tion to support the rights of the country. The 
people must know that war cannot be carried on 
without taxes—that the one cannot be had with- 
out the other, and it will certainly be much bet- 
ter to fix upon a system before we get involved 
in war, than have to do it afterwards, At all 
events, as the system has been reported and acted 
upon, ít ought not now to be laid aside. Such a 
course might throw obstacles in the way of ob- 
taining the loan which had been authorized. lt 
was believed the people are prepared and ready 
for war, and willing to pay the necessary taxes 
incident to such a state; that they feared more 
the want of sufficient energy in Congress than 
the levying of necessary taxes in support of the 
war; that if Congress did their duty, they would 
have nothing to fear from the people—they are 
ready to make a stand; that it was time to aban- 
don all temporizing policy; our national charac- 
ter was at stake in the course which Congress 
was about to take; it was hoped therefore that 
no motion like the one now proposed would be 
countenanced, but that the House would proceed 


tion of a bill. When that bill.shall! be reported, 
it would be open for discussion; and if any im- 
provement could be made in the system, members 
would be at liberty to propose their amendments. 

After some observations from Mr. WIDGERY, 
in favor of a shorter postponement, in which he 
expressed his dislike to some parts of the system 
proposed, Mr. Fisk modified his motion so as to 
make the postponement till Monday week. 

Mr. Bacon, from motives of delicacy, as gen- 
tlemen had declared they wished to have further 
time to consider the subject, would be obliged to 
vote in favor of the motion. 

The question was taken on the postponement, 
and negatived, 93 to 31. as follows : 

Yras—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Steven- 
son Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Abijah Bige- 
low, James Breckenridge, Epaphroditus Champion, Jas. 
Cochran, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Fisk, 
Obed Hail, John A. Harper, Philip B. Key, Joseph 
Lewis, jr., George C. Maxwell, Israel Pickens, Benja- 
min Pond, Peter B. Porter, John Randolph, William 
M. Richardson, Thomas Sammons, Samuel Shaw, Silas 
Stow, William Strong, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jry 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., William Widgery, and ‘Thos. 
Wilson. 

Nars—David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam 
Boyd, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William A. 
Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon 
Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, William 
Crawford, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thos. 
Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Pe- 
terson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard Jackson, jr Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph 
Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Wil- 
liam Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas 
Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James 
Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephon 
Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, William Piper, Timothy Pit- 
kin, jr., James Pleasants, jr, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel 
Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, 
John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, George M. Troup, Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert 
Wright. 

The question returned on concurring in the 
second resolution in relation to drawbacks. 

Mr. Stow said he should vote in the negative, 
because he conceived it would not be consistent 
with good faith to passa regulation of this kind 
which would apply to goods already imported. 

The resolution was agreed to, 78 to 47, as fol- ` 
lows: 
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Yuas—Willis Alston, jr, W 


ants, jr, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Samuel 
Jonathan Roberts, 


The question was next taken on the third res- 
olution, laying additional tonnage duties, and car- 
ried, 82 to 40, as follows: 

YzEas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Findley, James 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner 
Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 


| Mr. M. Cray hoped the House would not con- 


| cattle, and the inhabitants of the Western coun- 
try, he understood, got their salt for ten cents a 
bushel. 

Mr. Sranrorp joined Mr. Cuay in his opposi- 
tion to this resolution. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Seynert and 
Mr. NewTon in favor of the tax, the House ad- 
| journed, without taking the question. 


Frivay, February 28. 

The Speaxer laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement of the gross and net amount of the 
customs of the United States, in obedience to a 
resolution of the House, of the eleventh ultimo ; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill from the Senate “for the establish- 
ment of a General Land Office in the Department 

| of the Treasury” was read twice and referred to 
į the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 

meats of the Senate to the bill “to authorize the 
į Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction of 
i the President of the United States, to purchase of 
| Winslow Lewis his patent right to the new aud 


| improved method of lighting light-houses, and for 


i other pUrposes;” and the amendments were con- 


! curred in by the House. 
| _Mr. Bassett, observed, thata new edition of the 
| Manual of Parliamentary Practice was about to 


i be published in this city; and as he believed no 


Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, AL | book could be placed in the Library that would be 
exander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jere- | Were useful to members of Congress, he had pre- 
miah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas | pared a resolution proposing toauthorize the Clerk 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel : tO subscribe for as many coples as might appear 
Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jr., Benja- ; sufficient for the use of the number of new mem- 


min Pond, Peter B. Porter, William M. Richardson, 
Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 
Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, Geo. 
Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, George Sullivan, George 


| bers which might at any time be in the House. 
| It was in the following words: 
| “ Resolved, 'That the Clerk of this House be author- 


| ized to subscribe with Joseph Milligan and William 
i 


Cooper for copies of a new edition of Jefferson's 
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Manual, 
rules and orders of this House, to be paid for out of 
the contingent fund, and the books placed in the Li- 
brary, for the use of Congress. 


The blank was filled with fifty, and the reso- 
jution agreed to. 


WAR TAXES. 


The House than resumed the consideration 
of the report of the Committee of the Whole on 
the subject of taxes; when the 4th resolution 
proposing a tax on salt, being under consideration, 

Mr. StaNForD rose again to oppose this tax on 
the ground of its being unjust and unequal, opera- 
ting principally upon a particular portion of the 
Urion. The inhabitants on the seaboard had not 
the same necessity of using it for their cattle, and on 
some parts of the coast manufactories of salt are 
established ; and the people to the westward ha 
also salt manufactories. 
been particularly favored by Congress in this re- 
spect, having had the salt-licks given to them at 
the time that State was formed. 

Mr. Smilie said, the salt-licks had not been 
given to the State of Ohio, without a considera- 
lion. They were, in return, to suffer all lands 
belonging to the United States to be exempt from 
taxation. 

Mr. BuackLence was in favor of the tax, as it 
would serve to encourage the manufacture of salt 
in our own country, which, in case of war, would 
be very desirable. He did not believe that the 
people on the seacoast, or in the Western couutry. 
got their salt any cheaper than the inhabitants of 
the midland country, except such as lived near a 
manufactory. 

Mr. STANFORD moved to amend the resolution, 
by adding a duty of ten cents on all salt manu- 
factured in this country. This motion was ad- 
yoeated by Messrs. Sranrorp, Macon, WRIGHT, 
Cuay, Guoxson, aad Wingery ; and opposed by 
Messrs. BLACKLEDGE, Kine, Porter Stow, LA- 
cock, Tracy, GRUNDY, and CALHOUN. i 

By the advocates of the amendment it was 
urged that, if salt imported paid a duty of twenty 
cents a bushel, the manufacturers of salt in this 
country might very well afford to pay a tax of 
half that sum, as they would then have an advan- 
tage of ten cents per bushel over foreign salt; 
that there would be as much propriety in taxing 
domestic salt as domestic spirits; that this tax 
was laid for the purpose of raising revenue, and 
manufacturers of domestic salt could well afford 
to pay a tax in case the proposed duty was laid 
upon imported salt; all, however, who advocated 
this tax, declared themselves opposed to a tax on 
salt at all; but, if foreign salt was taxed, they 
wished that made at home also taxed. 

Those opposed to this amendment, said that 
this was the first instance in this or any other 
country of an infant manufacture, and especially 
of a necessary of life, being taxed 5 that the tax 
would have the effect of discouraging these man- 
ufactures. Some salt-licks, it was said, had been 
already laid aside as unprofitable ; that it would 
certainly be good policy in this Goverument to 


encourage manufactures of every kind, but, more 
especially, of such articles as cannot be obtained 
from abroad in time of war. It was well known 
that this country suffered considerably during the 
Revolution for want of salt; but now, with proper 
encouragement, a sufficiency might be furnished 
from our own establishments. Besides, if this 
additional tax were to be imposed on salt, it 
would raise the price still higher to the con- 
sumers, as eventually every tax is paid by them. 
The business of taxation ought to be considered 
in the spirit of accommodation ; the salt tax would 
bear a little hard on one part of the country, the 
impost and tonnage duty on another, the spirit 
tax on another, the carriage and stamp tax on 
another, and the direct taxes on others. It would 
he impossible to get taxes to bear equally on all. 
It was believed that if the system was taken to- 


rd had | gether it would operate as equally as an other 
The State of Ohio had | that could be sroddeet : 


The question was taken on agreeing to this 
tax of ten cents a bushel on domestic salt, and 
negatived—yeas 22, nays 96, as follows: 

Yras—Stevenson Archer, David Bard, Martin Chit- 
tenden, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William 
Crawford, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Nathaniel Macon, George 
C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, 
William McCoy, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, John 
Randolph, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, and Robert Wright. Yi i 

Nays — Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, 
Ezckiel Bacon, John Baker, Burwell. Bassett, William 
W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, Har- 
manus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, 
Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Langdon Cheves, Lewis Condit, Roger 
Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmvor, Elias Earle, 
William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Thomas 
R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Isaiah: 
L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling lall, Obed Hall, 
John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Richard 
Jackson, jun., Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Wil- 
liam KR. King, Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph 
Letever, Joseph Lewis, jun., Peter Little, Robert Le 
Roy Livingston, Wiliam Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Sam- 
uel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcaif, Sam- 
uel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, 
Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jun., James Pleasants, 


| jun., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R., Pot- 
| ter, Josiah Quincy, William 


Reed, William M. Rich- 
ardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rod- 
man Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, 
John Smilic, George Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, George 


| M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, 


jan., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert White- 
hill, Thomas Wilson, and Richard Winn. ; 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
the proposition, as reported by the Committee of 
the Whole, for laying a duty of twenty eents a 


bushel on imported salt, and negatived—yeas 87, 
nays 60, as follows: 
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Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, | í am willing to raise the sum taxed on salt on 
Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel. Bacon, Burwell Bassett, | any other article less objectionable; I would even 
William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, | prefer laying it on land. I will, therefore suggest 
William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, | to the honorable gentleman from Maryland the 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, William propriety of withdrawing his motion until the 
Findley, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, | resolutions are gone throngh= the whole subject 
Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, Richard M., Johnson, Joseph |. ` aes : J 

ie p 3 wiil then be open for consideration, and the 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, House can select some othe tiel 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alex- A - TAICE aS A proper 

; à ; : ? bstitute for salt, which I hope will be found 

ander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel Su lly na di oP 
L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony New, Thomas equally convenient an ess odious. 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Mr. SeyserT did not know that he should 
Pickens, James Pleasants, jun., Peter B. Porter, have made a single observation on this subject, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John | had it not been for the vote which had just been 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas | taken; but he must acknowledge he felt himself 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, John | SO disappointed and mortified, that he believed 
Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, Uri Tracy, George | he should vote against every other tax. For, if 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, | gentlemen will oppose one item of taxation, be- 
jan., and Richard Winn. cause it happens to fall a little harder on some 

Nays—John Baker, David Bard, Harmanus Bleeck- | sections of the country than others; whilst other 
er, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert į gentlemen, for the sake of accommodation, have 
Brown, William A. Burwell, Epaphroditus Champion, | consented to lay much heavier burdens on their 
Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, | constituents, he despaired of establishing any sys- 
Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, Samuel | tem of taxation: He had been told ea were 
Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, | entering on a war for commerce. He did not so 
Meshes Frenklin, aromas Gholson, Charles Golds- consider it. He believed we were about to en- 

orough, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, John A. ; S rotai ; 

Harper, Aylett Hawes, Richard Jackson, pina Philip gage m:a war to maintain aaa an 
B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, ROLES ONY). as, anakon: iene rato 
jun., Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas 
Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, James 
Morgan, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Joseph 
Pearson, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Benja- 
min Pond, Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, Henry 
M. Ridgely, John Rhea, William Rodman, John 
Sevier, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smith, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Robert White- 
hill, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Robert 
Wright. 


bushel, it could not be said they wanted a war to 
obtain any better price for their produce; if any 
part of the country were influenced by motives 
of interest, it must be the tobacco and cotton 
planters; it might, therefore, be rather termed a 
war for agriculture, and a particular species of it, 
than for commerce. But he had always con- 
sidered it as having higher objects in view. 

The Speaker declared the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland to be out of order; as all 
. [Yeas.57, nays60. Absent on this vote twenty- | propositions for raising revenue must first be dis- 
three members, viz: Messrs. BartLerr, Suxui- | cussed in Committee of the Whole. 
van, Corts, Tatiman, Avery, Coox, Pavtpine,| A motion to adjourn was made and carried, 
Hyneman, ‘Tauiarerro, Sawyer, Wiliams, | and the House adjourned till Monday. 

Cope, and GANNETT, absent from the city; and 
Messrs. CLopron, BiceLow, Ware, DAVENPORT, 
Srorces, Fisk, Strone, Livincston, Goto, Monpay, March 2, 

and Ricuarpson, absent from indisposition and | Mr. Wricur reported a bill supplementary to 
other causes. | the “Act more effectually to provide for the or- 

The fifth resolution next came under consider- ganization of the militia of the District of Co- 


ation for laying duties on distillers, when lumbia ;” which was twice read and committed. © 


Mr. McKim moved to strike out what relates} The Speaker laid before the House a report 
to laying a duty on the capacity of the still, and of the Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance 
to insert in its place twenty-five cents per gallon. | of a resolution of the House calling on him for 

Mr. Moore said the vote which had just been |a statement of the exports of the United States 
taken and decided against taxing salt, induced | for some years past ; also, a letter from the Sec- 
him to be in favor of the motion of the gentleman | retary of the Treasury, the „Secretary of War 
from Maryland, or at least in favor of substi- | and Comptroller, on the subject of the refugee 
tuting some other article in lieu of salt, on which | claims, &ec.; also, a letter from the Chief Justice 
a tax will operate with more equality and less iof the United States in behalf of the Supreme 
oppression on the poor. [am fully apprized, said | Court, acknowledging the favor conferred on, 
he, of the necessity of providing the sinews of them by the use of the Congressional Library. 


war, and I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, that I DIVORCES IN THE DISTRICT. 


shall be as ready and willing to use them in the ` . 
assertion of the rights of my country as any gen- | Mr. Lewis, from the ree on the Dis- 
teman on this floor. Alihough I have voted | trict of Columbia, made the following report: 


against the taxing salt, as I consider it an article The Committee for the District of Columbia, to whom 
of the first necessity, which ought not to be taxed, ! were referred the petitions of Jane Deakins, praying 


vanians are selling their wheat for two dollarsa . 
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for a divorce from William Deakins, and of David | treme regret, the dissatisfaction that was preva- 
Beck, praying for a divorce from Ellen, his wife, | lent amongst his friends in consequence of the 
submit the following report : rejection of the resolution recommending a tax 

The only object which the petitioners can have in | on salt. He had voted against that particular 
view is to be enabled, respectively, to enter into new | resolution, and, after reviewing with the most 
contracts of marriage. Were marriages only a civil | rigid impartiality his conduct upon that occasion, 
institution, the courts of law would be opon to all par- į he could perceive in it nothing to disapprove. 1 
ties seeking the redress now prayed for, for alleged | most distinctly and explicitly, said Mr. G., upon 
breach of the marriage contract: but it is something | that occasion, stated in my place that. if the salt 
morc; it is a divine ordinance, and has been pro- | tax could, by any gentleman, be shown to.be ne- 
nounced such by the highest Jegal as well as spiritual cessary to equalize the system of taxation, 1 was 


authority. The competency of any human tribunal d iel : 

: ‘ air dy l my assent to it, although, as was 
discolve it ready to yield my 3 ugh, j 
to dissolve its sacred obligations may well he doubted. | acknowledged, it would operate with peculiar 


The justice or policy, under any circumstances, of |” ` : i 
weakening the matrimonial institution, upon the purity pee Page ee iee eona Rn e 
of which depends the very fabric of society itself, may she hono able Chairmen of Mie Committee of 


be boldly denied. Divorces are not merely the effect 1 
of corruption of manners; they are the cause also. Ways and Means, nor any other gentleman, un- 


They hold out temptations to crime which human in- dertook to prove that this tax was requisite to pro- 
firmity cannot at all times resist. They hold out in- duce this equal effect. I, moreover, then stated, 
centives to that adultery which they are called in to | 28 I now declare, that I was, and am prepared to 
remedy. Extreme cases may indeed be put, but they | $0 as far as any man in providing the necessary 
are rare; both parties are generally in fault. Shall a | tevenue to sustain the credit of the country in 
very few individuals, who present themselves in a ques- | the approaching contest. My object was to im- 
tionable shape, be debarred from contracting a second | pose the taxes on subjects that could best bear 
marriage, or shall the foundations of society be loosened | them. I thought there were many objects of 
for their special accommodation? Shall the heaviest | taxation preferable to salt, (an indispensable of 
public injury be encountered for the convenience of j jife,) and was desirous of raising the amount con- 
those, who, for the most part, have shown how little | templated from salt by a tax on whiskey, an ad- 
reliance is to be placed upon their virtue or discretion? | dition to the dircet tax, or in any diler more 
Shall incentives to nuptial infidelity be presented to | eligible mode. But it how seems that, if the 
the groat body of society forthe personal graifcadon | artjole of salt is excluded: the whole system of 
and discontent, where but for the deceitful hope of | taxation will be endangered. We are told in 

4 : 3 Pe of | conversation, since the vote on the salt tax, that 


divorce, they had never been known? : 
The frequency of divorces may be taken as an un- | the system which has been presented by the Cora- 


erring criterion of the depravity of morals. A respect- | mittee of Ways and Means is a system of com- 
able authority has declared, that “from the Reforma- | Promise and concession, and that it must be taken 
tion to the commencement of the eighteenth century, l altogether, the bad with the good ; that. if we 
there had occurred only four instances of Parliamen- l pay the salt tax, the Eastern and the Western 
tary divorce; but, in the present reign, they had in- į country will suffer peculiarly by an increase of 
creased to the enormous number of one hundred and | the impost, and by the land tax. The middle 
ninety-three.” It is notorious that the crime which is | country will experience no exemption from these 
made the ground-work of the divorce, is frequently ; particular burdens. Sooner than this measure 
committed with the most “deliberate ond unblushing | should fail; sooner than we should not provide 
indifference,” for the purpose of enabling the adulterer | for the expenses we have incurred to resist the 
and adultress thereafter to intermarry. Your commit- ! encroachments of our enemy ; sooner, in fine, 
tee will not attempt to pursue the subject further. Tt | than degrade and disgrace the nation, I believe jt 
is calculated to inspire the most solemn reflections. | would be better for us to take the whole draught, 
They are opposed to divorce upon principle, as tending | just as it has, been proposed. Yes, sir, perhaps 1 
to excite family discord; as bearing hard upon the : might say, even if it were hemlock. T, sir, would 
weaker sex; when ate especially incumbent upon us | yote two dollars a bushel on salt, rather than 
port and to cherish i above all, a weakening the | ep the preset course of poliey feasted. Mr, 
ad Qi a r d 
“all the charities of father, son, and brother.” The i Speaker, we who form the majority haye all tne 


i i i i itl S in view: i o > rig 
committee will not enter into the question how far it [Same end in view : the maintenance of the rights, 


may be wise or politic to hold forth to the world this | bonoe A] pod aie ney of the eG aaa 
District as an asylum for those who wish to obtain ab- the lawless aggressions of our enemy. RaR 
solution from the marriage vow. They will content ; this eud. I would take the best means, tvather 


themselves with submitting the following resolution: j than be defeated in the accomplishment of it, I 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought would agree to any means not absolutely intoler- 
not to be granted. lable. [tis therefore that Ion the present occa- 
Referred to a Committee of the Whole on | sion, will concede much of my own opinion, tn 
Monday next. order to harmonize with, and concillate those 
with whom I unfortunately disagree on this 

WAR TAXES. | particular point. Concession and compromise, 
The House proceeded to consider the order of | among those who have the same common object, 
the day. are often indispeusable duties. It is by this sen- 
Mr. Guouson said he had witnessed with ex- timent, sir, that L am actuated. We should not 
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? Is there 


: lam hap- 
py, said he, in iudulgiug the hope that several of 
my friends, with whom I have acted on this sub- 


by the same motives with myself, will concur 
with mein the motion Iam about to make. Un- 
der these impressions, I move you, sir, to recon- 
sider the vote, of Friday last, on the resolution 
imposing a tax on salt, 

Mr Netson said he should feel no disposition 


store-houses. ‘I'he same process takes place in 
the manufacture of that article on our seacoast. 
It is true that at the saline works on our frontier 
boilers are used. But is there such a peculiar 


to object to any gentleman reconsidering any vote | 


which he had given, if it could be said that it 
had been given with precipitancy, or without 


complication of machinery required, involving 
great expense, that the Government is to hold 
out encouragement exclusively to this manufac- 


mature deliberation. But, when he reflected that , 


1 ture? Permit me to say, even if were so, it will 
this question was not for the first time before the j sufficiently feel the protecting influence of the 
House ; that at an early period of the session, two | Government. The moment we are involved in 
distinct propositions of this nature had been re-| war all foreign salt will be excluded, except that 
jected after debate; that the same question had | which comes into the country indirectly and im- 
beet again discussed in Committee of the whole | properly. A sufficient bounty on manufacture 
House; and that the mind of every man was, will be afforded by the monopoly of supply such 
brought to bear upon it, and that it was then de- | a state of things will foster. This, therefore, can- 
cided that a tax should not be laid—he could: not be considered as a protecting duty; it cannot 
find no apology for reconsidering that discussion. | be considered in that light, whea we find it in- 
He found no apology in the reason assigned, that | corporated in a system of taxation, which, we 

| are told, is necessary to raise a revenue to enable 


its rejection was evidence of an indisposition to 
assert the rights of the Government. I do not, | us to wield the energies of the nation against a 
foreign enemy. 


said Mr. N., feel myself amenable to this cen- 
sure, because, let it be known, that when I takea | But, when f turn my eyes to the subject of this 
tax on salt, which is the source whence it is cal- 


tax away from one subject, | shall not hesitate 

a moment to impose it to an equal amount on | culated that a revenue of $400,000 is to be de- 
another. Away, then, with the idea that, by the | rived, I am content to discard the idea that the 
rejection of this item, we shall break up the plan i salt tax is a tax on the poor man; that he who 
of the Government; more especially, let not such : eats but little meat must mingle with the salt 
an argument have weight, when I shall show | he uses the reflection, that he pays a tax fur this 


that this tax is incapable of producing any ma- | necessary of life, of which, from the absence of 


terial revenue whatever. 

Mr. N. said he had, indeed, been astonished 
to bear a gentleman say that the rejection of this 
item would break up the whole system; that there 
was such symmetry in the report that, take away 
but one member, and the whole fabric was dis- 
solved. Thesymmetry of the system had not so 
forcibly struck him. He saw deformity init. He 
saw a heterogeneous mass of discordant materi- 
als mixed up together; but not so intimately in- 
terwoven that they cannot be separated. Let 
this item be omitted, as it may be, without a de- 
rangement of thesystem, and the amount expect- 
ed to accrue from it be levied on some article 
more productive, which will raise a revenue more 
adequate to the end which it is the object of the 
report to attain. 

This is the third time this session that the 
question now under consideration has been pre- 
sented to the House. 


what is the objeet of this proposition? Whether 
it be intended as a protecting duty on the manu- 
facture of salt, or as a source of revenue, an un- 
failing certain source of revenue in time of pres- 


Task the chairman of the - 
Committee of Ways and Means (said Mr. N.) į; 


| other condiments which the more affluent use, he 
consumes more than they. -Putting all this out 
of view, I will view this question merely on the 
j ground of a tax productive of revenue to the 
amount which is calculated to be drawn from it. 
What, asked Mr. N., is the greatest revenue 
which has ever been drawn from salt? Five 
hundred thousand dollars, in the most prosperous 
times of commerce, is the utmost which this tax 
would produce. Whence is salt imported ? From 
Spain, St. Ubes, Portugal, Liverpool, and a small 
portion from the West Indies. Viewing this 
question as a statesman ought to look at it, Ï 
would not calculate on the European poriion of 
this trade; I would calculate on the whole Bu- 
ropean supply being precluded, and our import 
‘ of salt confined to the West Indies—the total or 
i which is not a tenth part of the amount we 
usually import. In 1807, the revenue of tke 
United States amounted to upwards uf sixteen 
millions of dollars. According to the estimate 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the revenue 
derivable from conamerce during a war, our revy- 
enue from that source will be reduced to about 
one-eighth part of what it was during the year 


sure? If we are told that the object is to impose | 1807. The amount of salt imported into the 
this as a protecting duty on the manufacture of | United States during the year 1807, was about 
this article, I will ask of the gentleman where is | three and a third millions of bushels. If we oriy 
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ported wili be about four hundred and seventeen 
thousand eight hundred bushels. on which a tax 
of twenty cents per bushel will produce only 
eighty-three thousand five hundred and sixty 
dollars. But the chairman of the Committee of 


Ways and Means has calculated the revenue de- 


rivable from this source at four hundred thousand 
dollars! I do not believe, sir, as our importation 
will he reduced seven-eighths, that you will get 
fifty thousand from it. Ï put then out of the ar- 
gument the operation of this tax upon an indispen- 
sable necessary of life; the argument in its sup- 
port, bottomed on the revenue it will produce, 
must fail; it will not produce one-eighth of the 
estimated amount. 

But suppose my calculations are not certainly 
accurate; suppose it only doubtful whether the 
soarce be fallible whence a revenue of four hun- 
dred thousand dollars is estimated to be drawn. 
Is it the policy of a wise statesman to lay a tax, 
the productiveness of which is doubtful? If the 
revenue be deficient when the pioch of war 
comes, what are we to resort tu as a substitute ? 
I would much prefer, to this tax, to add five hun- 
dred thousand dollars to the amount of the direct 
tax, which would, at least, not be drawn from 
the hard-working mass of the community, but 
from richer subjects. It would be wise to resort 
to this mode of raising a revenue in preference 
to the precarious tax on salt, because, like that, it 
cannot fail—the land isa pledge for the payment 
of the tax; the salt is not here to be pledged, and 
never may be. 

Lask the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, whether it is intended to connect 
with this duty the former drawback or bounty on 
its exportation; for, if wedo that, I fiad, by turn- 
ing to the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, that the bounty on its exportation will 
amount to $188,000, double or 
revenue which will probably be received from 
this tax, and more than could, in any view, be 
derived from the importations into the country 
whence the fishermen sail who have heretofore 
received this bounty. . 

I cannot believe, sir, that the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means has not viewed 
this subject as I have ; that he has not examined 
into the amount of our usual importation in the 
most prosperous times. I cannot believe that that 
astute and discerning gentleman has not turned 
his eyes to this subject, so as to see what revenue 
this tax will produce; that he cannot see, if the 
revenue from commerce is to experience a depre- 
ciation from sixteen millions to two millions five 
hundred thousand dollars, the importation of salt 
must be at least proportionably diminished. - He 
must, then, view this tax asa protecting duty on 
salt, and not as a source of revenue. Tam against 
affording this protecting duty at the expense of 
the poor, the laborious, and the industrious ; those 


who earn their bread by the sweat of their brows 
tath Con. Ist Sess.—36 


treble the whole | 


I object to it because salt is an article involving 
no great expense in manufacture, and because 
there is no justice in exclusively patronizing this 
manufacture, when others do not experience the 
favor of the Government. 

{ trust, therefore, sir, that those gentlemen who 
at our last sitting were convinced this duty ought 
not to be imposed, will stand firm to their posts, - 
and not be driven from them by any alarm excited 
about abandoning the Government, or weaken- 
ing the measures which the exigency calls for. 
I liave no fear for myself of any such imputation ; 
for, be it remembered, that whilst I discard this, 
tax, as unworthy the consideration ofa statesman, 
I am prepared to substitute for it some one more 
efficient and better calculated to answer the pur- 
pose for which it is designed. 

Mr. Bacon said, that having heretofore given 
his views on the subject pretty much at large, he 
had refrained from entering into the discussion, 
which had taken place on the subject a day or 
two ago; and did not propose. now to say much 
upon it. It has been said, that this was a tax 
bearing peculiarly hard on the middle country. 
Mr. B. said he acknowledged that he considered 
ita tax operating on the middle country more 
than our seaboard or on the Western frontier. 
But there were various other taxes proposed by 
this report, which had an important and heavy 
bearing on the people of the seaboard and cities, 
and on the people of the Western waters, by 
which the people of the Western country would: 
be comparatively little affected. Iam, said Mr. 
B., what is called a middle country maa, living 
one hundred and filty miles from the seaboard ; 
and it would be far from me to impose’ heavy 
taxes on such peuple unnecessarily. The draw- 
backs, tounage duty, and stamps, will operate al- 
most exclusively on the seaboard ; and the peo- 
ple of the cities will pay their full proportion of 
the internal taxes. The direct tax will operate 
with peculiar severity on the Western country, 
it may be. 

Mr. Wricutr.—Mr. Speaker: I regret that the 
honorable member from Virginia, (Mr. Gro- 
30Nn,) who on Friday last voted against the tax 
of twenty cents on salt, should now propose the 
reconsideration of that subject, with a view of 
fixing this unequal, and of course unjust tax on 
the people of the United States, or rather on a 
part of them; lowever, I hope, that all the “out- 
of-door management,” which the gentleman po- 
litely calls the interference of his friends, will not 
produce such a result, particularly as the gentle- 
man has informed us that he is not dissatisfied 
with his own vote. 

Sir, when a subject is fully and fairly discussed 
and decided, gentlemen ought to acquiesce in 
the decision of a majority, the vital priaciple of a 
Republican Government. 

The reconsideration of a subject reflects on the 
House for the immaturity of their decision, and 
ought not hastily to be adopted. Sir, are wea set 
of weathereocks, to be turned about by every idle 
wind? No! Lhope not, let it blow from what 


| quarter it may. Ace we ready to present the un- 
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gracious spectacle of recording our opinions for 
and against the same thing? In the first case. 
on a full discussion of the subject on both sides ; 
in the second, under the “out-of-doors” influence, 
which the gentleman has informed us has induced 
him to make the motion. For the honor of the 
House 1 hope this motion will not succeed. 

Sir, at the last session, when the question for 
rechartering the odious British bank was before 
us, we had to encounter the influence of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury ; and after it was rejected 
by this House, he, in reply to the inquiries of the 
Senate, where it was agitated, but fortunately 
rejected, endeavored to impress its importance 
on the nation, and by these means to force it on 


Sir, having heretofore made these charges 
against our political opponents, how can we de- 
fend ourselves against their just odium? Are 
we prepared to urge their correctness now, which 
we then so successfully denounced? No, sir, I 

¿acted then on principle, which is immutable; 

; and I am satisfied the people did so tov, and that 

| they will not be found to approve in us what 
they condemned in our predecessors. I am not 
so delirious as to take the deleterious draught, by 
which our political enemies were destroyed ; it 
| would be political suicide. 

Sir, the proposition to lay a tax of twenty 

; cents on salt ought to be rejected ; it is unequal in 

its operation on the United States, and it is op- 


the people. Now. at this session, he has told us, | pressive to the poor. By the Constitution it is 
that, if we had a National Bank, we should have | provided, as a guard against the inequality of 
no occasion to resort to internal taxes, thereby ; taxes among the States, that direct taxes shall be 
calling the American people to review the con- | apportioned among the States by the rate of re- 
duct of their Representatives, in not continuing į presentation; this fixes the principle by which 


that bank, and thereby to fix the odium of these ; 
odious taxes on the National Legislature. Now ! 
a system of taxes is presented, truly odious in my 
opinion to the people, to disgust them with their 
Representatives, and to chill the war spirit. Yet 
it is. under Treasury influence, to be impressed 
on the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
through them upon the House. 

Sir, I, asa Representative of the people, feel 
it my duty to resist it with all my energies, and 
not to sacrifice the interest of my country at the 
shrine of the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
other department; though I strongly incline to 


believe bis projected system of taxes has not their į 


preference. 

Sir, is there anything of originality in this sys- 
tem? No! It is treading in the muddy footsteps 
of his official predecessors, in attempting to strap 


round the necks of the people this odious system of 


taxation, adopted by them, for which they have 
been condemned by the people and dismissed from 
power. Weall recollect the clamor againt Mr. 


Adams’s Administration for this system of odious | 


Stamp taxes and excises, aud the more odious host 


of tax gatherers, who were let loose upon the peo. | 


ple, by whose appointments and patronage the 
country was then overrun with clectioneering 
agents for that Administration. We all had a 
hand in impressing this opinion upon the peuple 
at that time; and I yet religiously believe it to 
have been a correct one. 

When Mr. Jefferson came into office, he, as 
President, advised us to put dowa those odious 
taxes, and we repealed the law; he also advised 
us to repeal the law imposing a tax on salt, as 
oppressive to the poor,and we didso, And now, 
sir, with the view of destroying this Adminis- 


tration, with this sentence of a dismissal of our } 


predecessors in office before our eyes, a sentence 
not only sanctioned but executed by ourselves, 
we are to be pressed into a system known to be 
odious in the sight of the people, and which on 
its first presentation ina letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury to the Committee of Ways and 
Means,and by them submitted to us, produced 
such an excitement in the House. 


the States should contribute to the “common 
defence and general welfare.” Does the tax on 
salt operate in this ratio on the respective States ? 
No, sir, the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
j the Western Territories, are entirely supported 
by home made salt; the greater part of New 
| York, the western parts of Pennsylvania,and the 
western part of Virginia, are so in a great measure; 
and at some of the salt-works, we are informed, 
ata price not exceeding ten cents. These parts 
i, of the Union will, therefore, pay no tax on im- 
| ported salt. On Friday, it was proposed to Jay a 
į tax of ten cents on home made salt, they who 
| 
| 


did not contribute by the tax on imported salt 
might pay something to the support of the war 
by the tax on country salt ; but this was not only 
| rejected, but those who opposed the tax of twenty 
į cents on imported salt were denounced as being 
| opposed to taxes to carry on the war and insinua- 
tions made that they were against the war. I 
j think those who do not use imported salt, and who 
| are opposed to the tax of ten cents on country salt, 
ought to have had the modesty of being silent va 
; the subject. 
Sir, the tax on imported salt will operate as a 
; bounty om home made salt, a net profit to the 
| manufacturer of that article, which he will levy 
ion the consumer; ten cents of which, by way of 
| tax, I wished to draw into the Treasury, but this 
| was rejected. 
| So much have I urged against the unequal 
; bearing of this salt tax on the respective States ; 
! but, sir, I havea still stronger objection to ir, its op- 
j Pression of the poor. Salt is not only a necessary 
; but an indispensable, which the poor cannot do 
į without, and a poor family in proportion to their 
į numbers will consume as much salt asa rich fam- 
i ily, and of course pay as much of the tax on salt. 
i Sir, can this be right? No! Let us lay it directly 
į on property, whereby all will be taxed in proportion 
! to their wealth, the only mode in which taxes can 
l be laid by the Constitution of Maryland, whereby 


| the poor are protected from oppressive taxes. 


Sir, we ought to recollect that weare now on the 
gve of a war, in which we shall have to pay a 


i tax in blood, and that the poor will pay this tax 
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the Western Territories, the greater part of New ' paid $46,479, and yet we must not complain. 
York, the western parts of Virginia, and the| From the same report it does not appear that 


western parts of Pennsylvania, and that at the 
rate of forty per cent., ad valorem, on an indis- 
pensable to the poor, when even on luxuries 
noad valorem duty ever exceeded twenty per 
cent. 

Sir, in the time of General Wasuincton’s 
Administration, spirits distilled in the United 
States out of foreign articles were taxed at the 
rate of from eight to twenty-five cents, according 
to the proof; and spirits distilled out of domestic 
materials were taxed at the rate of from seven to 
eighteen cents per gallon, according to the proof. 
But now, on the eve of a war, and asa war tax, 
when we have doubled the duty on foreign ma- 
terials, and raised the duty on imported spirits 
from thirty to sixty cents per gallon, we have 
been advised by the Secretary of the Treasury 
to lay a tax on whiskey, of three cents per gallon, 
and the Committee of Ways and Means have 
had the address to reduce even that to not a cent 
and a quarter per gallon ; butit must and will be 
recollected, that two of that committee are from 


Kentueky paid anything, and I am informed 
that it cost the United States five thousand dol- 
lars in the costs of non-suits, to no purpose. 
| And, sir, so obnoxious were some of these taxes 
Í in Pennsylvania, that we need not now be told of 
the insurrection against them, and the army that 
marched to quell it. And yet, sir, the honorable 
member from Kentucky (Mr. McKer) and the 
honorable member from Pennsylvania (Mr. Smi- 
LIE) are among the most strenuous advocates of 
this system ; but when its bearing on their con- 
stituents is understood, they will forgive thems 
Lam not one of the admirers of such disinterested 
patriotism, and such devotion to’ impose equal 
taxes on all for the “general defence and com- 
mon welfare.” However, I trust that this ques- 
tion will not be settled by their standard, but by 
the standard of the Constitution. And that I, as 
a Representative ot Maryland, shall be excused. 
for endeavoring to prevent my constituents from 
bearing more than their just proportion of taxes, 
when I pledge myself, they will always be ready 


Pennsylvania and Kentucky, who are so favored | aud willing to pay their just proportion in blood 


by this system. 

Sir, by the report of the marshals heretofore 
made, nearly twenty-four millions of gallous of 
whiskey were made in this country per year, 
which by the high price on imported spirits, un- 
der a duty of sixty cents, will be increased to 
thirty millions, I have no doubt; which at ten 
cents, would produce $3,000,000; but it is proposed 
to make it produce $275,000 only, not one cent 
per gallon. Thus, in time of war, a tax of not 
one cent per gallon, is to be put on whiskey, 
which, under General Wasutnaton’s Adminis- 
tration, in time of peace, was taxed from seven 
to eighteen cents per gallon; but, notwithstand- 
ing that petty tax on whiskey, and no tax on 
home made salt, sixty cents per gallon is put on 
imported spirits, twenty cents on salt, five cents 
on brown sugar, and the carriage tax, heretofore 
so unequal, is to be raised more than one hundred 
per cent. on the former tax on carriages; and al- 
though those reasons have been urged against 
this unequal and oppressive tax with a proposi- 
tion to lay it on property, yet we are charged 
with having no stomach to the war, and because 
we will not submit to oppression at home, we 
will not resist it abroad. This is their modern 
logic, but I have perfect confidence that from 


ior treasure to avenge the wrongs of a bleeding 
| country, and six thousand two hundred and fifty- 
seven impressed seamen. 
Messrs. McKee, Smiuiz, and Cagves,supported 
the motion. 
The question on reconsideration was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 70, nays 53, as follows: 
Yeas—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, 
Langdon Cheves, Lewis Condict, Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, William Findley, 
Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Thomas Moore, Samuel McKee, 
Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milaor, 
Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun, 
Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Sam- 
uel Ringgold, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Sceybert, 
John Smilic, George Smith, Silas Stow, William 
Strong, Uri Tracy, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, 
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Winn. eight cents per gallon. 

_Nays—John Baker, David Bard, Abijah Bigelow, | © On all spirits distilled wholly from domestic growth 
Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah jand produce, at any distillery where there are one or 
Brigham, Robert Brown, Epaphroditus Champion, | more stills of more capacity, singly or together, than 
Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, | one hundred and fifty gallons, at different rates, to av- 
William Crawford, John Davenport, jr., Samuel Dins- | erage twenty-five cents per gallon. 
moor, William Ely, James Emott, James Fisk, Asa “And on licences to distil spirits in all other stills at 
Fitch, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, John A't the following rates.” ; 
Harper, Richard Jackson, jr., Lyman Law, Joseph Le-! The rates which follow are in the original res- 
fever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, | olution, $5 on other stills employed in distilling 
Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, William Me- | tory fruit, and $15 on all other stills employed 
Coy, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Joseph Pear- |; a: ae f nae iale 
son, Timothy Pitkin, jr, Benjamin Poud, Elisha R. in Aglng ee materiel | $ h 
Potter, John Randolph, William M. Richardson, Henry i Ils E QPEAKER Uee ALOEL to be necessary t at 
M. Ridgely, John Rhea, William Rodman, Samuel j è l such propositions should first be discussed in 
Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Committee of the Whole— J ; 
Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- | Mr. McKim moved to recommit the resolution 
jamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, proposed to be amended, toa Committee of the 
Robert Whitchill, Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. | Whole, for the purpose of making the above 

amendment. 
This motion was opposed by Mr. Jounson, and 
Mr. Smi, and supported by Mr. Fisk, when the 
House adjourned without deciding the question. 


The question was then taken on the resolution 
for imposing a duty of twenty cents per bushel 
on imported salt, without further debate, and car- 
ried—yeas 66, nays 54. as follows : | 

Yzras— Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- į 
enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Wil- | Tuespay, March 3, 
lam W: ae sae Blackledge, Adai Boyd, Wil i WAR TAXES. 
iam Butler, John C. Calhoun, Lewis Condict, Roger P ; 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, Wil- | The Houni procecded a the su aa of 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, | the order of the day, viz: the report of t e om? 
Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, [mittee of Ways and Means on the war taxes, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, | Mr. McKim’s motion to recommit to a Com- 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, | Mittee of the Whole the resolution embracing a 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William i tax on whiskey, for the purpose of amending it, 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Thotaas Moore, Samuel McKee, | being still under consideration— 

Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Mr. McKim said, when this subject was before 
Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, : the Committee of the Whole, on Thursday last, 
Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, | under an amendment which [ then had the honor 
Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Jas. | to offer to the consideration of the Committee, I 
Pleasants, jr., Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William | have reason to believe that the object of the 
Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John Roane, Jonathan Rob- | amendment, which was the same in substance as 
erts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, | that now offered, was not generally understood. 
Adam Seybert, John Smilie, George Smith, William | J p. lieved many gentlemen supposed that my sole 
Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, Charles | object was to equalize the taxes proposed, or to 
Turner, jr, William Widgery, and Richard Winn. | modify the general system of taxation proposed 


Nays—John Baker, David Bard, Abijah Bigelow $ : 7 care 
Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah by the Committee of Ways and Means, so as 


Brigham, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, Epa- that t should have a more equal bearing on the 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew different sections of the country, and oo the dif- 
Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, John Dav- ferent classes of society. This, It Is true, Mr. 
enport, jr, Samuel Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Speaker, was in part my object, but this was only 

Emott, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Charles Goldshorough, | a minor part of it. 3 TERS 
Edwin Gray, John A. Harper, Aylctt Hawes, Richard Mr. Speaker, the great object I had in view, by 
Jackson, jr, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph the amendment, was to diminish the number of 
Lewis, jr, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell,;the taxes proposed by the Committee of Ways 
Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Jonathan O. | and Means, which I am of opinion will produce 
Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Joseph Pearson, Timothy | unnecessary discontent, distress, and oppression, 
Pitkin, jr, Benjamin Pond, Elisha R. Potter, John | nearly in proportion to the number of items pro- 
Randolph, William M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, posed to be taxed; and by the proposition l had 
John Rhea, William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, John | the honor to submit, a tax of twenty-five cents a 
Smith Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Stur- gallon on domestic distilled spirits, I believe that 
es, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban | Six millions of dollars would be raised, and this 
heaton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, Thomas | Sum. with the additional import duty, tonnage, 
Wilson, and Robert Wright. f and other direct taxes already agreed to by the 
Mr. McKim then renewed his motion to amend | House, will raise more than the sum required by 
the resolution for taxing stills, by substituting for | the Government, and, ifthe amendment be agreed 
a part of it the following clause to impose a duty: to, we may safely dismiss all the other internal 
“ On all spirits distilled wholly or in part from for- | taxes proposed by the committee. To providea 
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fund that would enable us to get rid of the other 
items of internal taxation, so odious in their na- 
ture,and so oppressive in their operation, was 
the principal object of the amendment I had the 
honor to propose to the filth resolution. I do 
consider this amendment of importance, if viewed 
in its operation and effects on the system of tax- 
ation proposed, or as it may have a bearing on 
the interests, the ease, and happiness of the Amer- 
ican people; and as I have reason to believe that 
my object in offering the amendment to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole was not fully understood, I 
hope the House will indulge me by going again 
into the Committee of the Whole, in order that 
the subject, now better understood, may there be 
discussed. 

Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Ways and 
Means propose by their report to raise by inter- 
nal, dircct, and indirect taxes the sum of four 
million seven hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars, as follows: 

On licenses to distil spirits, the sum of $275,000 


On retailing licenses - - - 500,000 
On auction licenses - - - - 150,000 
Excise on refined sugar - - - 200,000 
By carriage tax - - ~ 150,000 
By stamp tax - = - - + 450,000 

1,725,000 


And by land and other direct taxes - 3,000,000 


Total of internal taxes proposed -~ 4.725.000 

The amendment I have proposed, of twenty- 
five cents a gallon on domestic distilled spirits, 
may safely be relied on to produce five or six 
millions of dollars. This, with the other taxes 
agreed to by the House, will give more money 
than is required to be raised by the report of the 
committee; and with this, if the amendment be 
agreed to, we may dismiss all the other internal 
taxes proposed. The land tax, the stamp tax, and 
allthe other internal taxes, may be dismissed, and 
with them the trouble, the distress, and the op- 
pression, that must necessarily result from their 
imposition and collection. 

Mr. Spcaker, I have estimated the product of 
the tax of twenty-five cents per gallon on domes- 
tic distilled spirits at five or six millions of dol- 
lars. The quantity distilled the last year appears, 
by returus made by marshals, pursuant to a reso- 
lution of Congress, to be a small fraction under 
twenty-four millions of gallons. From those 
data gentlemen will be able to calculate for them- 
selves, and satisfy themselves of the correctness 
of my estimate. But I have referred to a ducu- 
ment that I believe has never been laid before 
the House: the return of domestic manufactures, 
made by the marshals, at an early period of the 
present session. ‘Ihis return was made to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. and by him transmit- 
ted to the Committee of Commerce and Manu- 
factures. It was examined by the members of 
that committee, and by several other members of 
this House. I think I have stated the quantity 
of these spirits truly; but if not, I hope some gen- 
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tlemen who has seen the document will correct 
me. If we should be engaged in war, and I see 
no possible way to avoid it, unless we bring on 
ourselves, and on the nation, the utmost degree 
of degradation and disgrace, then that supply of 
foreign spirits, which we have heretofore derived 
from the British West Indies, will be in a great 
measure cut off; and in that event, the home dis- 
tillation will probably be increased to twenty- 
eight or thirty millions of gallons. But twenty- 
| four millions will answer my purpose; twenty- 
four millions, if the amendment be adopted, will 
yield five or six millions of dollars, and will en- 
able us to dismiss ali the other internal taxes pro- 
posed hy the committee. : 

Mr. Speaker, we have taken a stand that can- 
not be receded from—a stand that will create ex- - 
pense; and having voted with the majority to 
raise armies, to equip the navy, and for a variety 
of other measures of a warlike aspect, I think it 
my duty not to refuse the means of payment. I 
will, therefore, not interfere with the system of 
taxation proposed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, until I have first found’a substitute. 
I will not refuse any of the taxes they propose 
until I have selected some more suitable subject 
of taxation—one that will make the system ope- 
rate more eyually on the different sections of the 
country, and that will be less oppressive in its 
operation. I do not like the system that is pro- 
posed. I think it too diffusive ; that it embraces © 
too many objects; that it will require too many 
officers; and that it will be unnecessarily trouble- 
some aud oppressive in its operation. I will 
amend it if I can; but if I cannot—if the amend- 
ment I have proposed shall not obtain—much as 
I dislike it, I will take it as itis. F think it my 
duty, under existing circumstances, to concur in 
raising the necessary supplies in the most eligible 
and least oppressive form I can obtain them. 

Mr. Speaker, the tax I propose is said to be 
odious, because it isan excise. True, it is odious; 
and all other internal taxes are odious, and nearly 
equally odious, whether they be in the nature of 
an excise, or in any other form. But will a tax 
of twenty-five cents per gallon on domestic spirits 
| be more odious than an excise on refined sugar ? 

Will it be more odious than a stamp tax, ora 
jand tax, or any other of the internai taxes, pro- 
| posed by the committee? I think not. And by 
| the adoption of this, we may dismiss all the others ; 
| by the adoption of this, we may strike off five- 
| sixths of them, and about five-sixths of all the 
trouble, vexation, distress, and oppression, they 
will produce. I beg gentlemen to look at this, 
f and compare the operation of the system, amended 
as I have proposed, with what it will be in its 
present form. In its present form, a multitude of 
legal provisions must be consulted and obeyed. 
You must be watched and controlled in the man- 
agement of your concerns, and many will be 
dunned, executed, and perplexed, by a swarm of 
officers, that must be appointed to carry the sys- 
tem into effect, and a vast patronage will be 
created, that one day or another may be danger- 
ous to the liberties of the country. If the amend- 
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ment prevails, no trouble or vexation can accrue 
to the people generally from the operation of the 
tax it proposes. The great mass of the people 
will have nothing to do with it, only to pay a 
little more when they buy their liquor. They 
will have no laws to consult, no officers to watch 
or restrain them in their business, none to don, 
vex, or execute them. The distiller will pay the 
entire of this tax in the first instance, but in that 
he is not injured ; he will recover it back in the 
sales of his liquor ; he adds the daty to the cost 
of the article, and fixes a general price to cover 
both cost and duty, and to yield the profit he pro- 
poses to himself by the business; and the duty is 
made to yield him as good a profit as he has on 
the cost of the article; and frequently he will be 
in cash, by sales, for part of the duty before he is 
called on to pay it. It is true the distillers will 
have some trouble ; they will have to consult the 
Jaw and obey it, and they will be visited by offi- 
cers. This. Mr. Speaker, is much to be regretted; 
but, if our rights are to be defended, the Govern- 
ment must raise money by internal taxes; none 
of them will give less trouble than this; and 
many of them much more. Each of the internal 
taxes proposed by the committee, will, I conceive, 
be productive of as much trouble and distress as 
this, and will not altogether produce as much 
money as this. 
` Mr. Speaker, this tax is said to be odious; but 
why is it odious? Will it operate more oppres- 
sively than any of the internal taxes proposed by 
the committee ? It will not; and if, by the adop- 
tion of this, we get rid of many of those, its ope- 
ration singly will be much less oppressive than 
their operation jointly. ` I care nothing for names. 
When a tax is to be paid, the people do not ask 
what it is called; they ask how much they have 
to pay, and how much trouble the laying and col- 
lection of it will impose on them. The tax which 
is easiest paid, that gives the least trouble, and is 
the least oppressive, will be preferred by the 
people, and ought to be preferred by this House. 
The honorable committee have admitted the ex- 
cise principle of taxation; they have recom- 
mended an excise on refined sugar; and will they 
say that an excise on spirit is odious, and that an 
excise on refined sugar is innoxious and in unison 
with the American feeling? Surely they will not. 
The same odious use of power that may be ne- 
cessary to its execution in the one, will be neces- 
sary in the other. ‘This tax on refined sugar will 
produce but a trifle; on spirits it will produce all 
the money required; and if you adopt it on the 
latter, you may dismiss it from the former. 
Mr. Speaker, some gentlemen have expressed 
a wish that I would be satisfied with a tax of ten 


proposed system of taxation; each tax will have 
its laws to be consulted; its officers to control 
your will in the management of your concerns; 
each will produce its peculiar difficulties and dis- 
tress ; and the more you can reduce their number 
the more you will diminish the troubles and dis- 
tresses of the system. But I have voted the ex- 
pense, and I will not reduce the means of pay- 
ment; I will take the taxcs in the best form I 
can get them. I have thought a tax of twenty- 
five cents a gallon on home-distilled spirits neces- 
sary to equalize the burden of taxes, as they will 
operate on the different sections of the Union, and 
on the different classes uf society. 

Mr. Speaker, this is objected to by my friends 
from the Westward, as operating with peculiar 
hardship on that section of the country. Weare 
told by my honorable friend, who last spoke, (Mr. 
Grounpy,) that almost their entire crops of grain 
are distilled; that whiskey is in general use to 
the westward; that it is the general beverage of 
the country; and if a tax be laid on this article, 
it will be a tax on the industry of the Western 
country that must check its rising prosperity ; 
that I may well advocate this tax, coming from 
Maryland, where no whiskey is distilled, and 
where I would not be affected by it. 

Mr. Speaker, a considerable quantity of spirit 
is distilled in Maryland, and a considerable quan- 
tity of itis consumed there; and much that comes 
from the Western country, whence itis brought for 
a market, is there consumed. The consumer pays 
theduty. Peopleofthe Western country make it; 
those on the seaboard consume it; and as far as 
this goes, the people on the seaboard pay the duty 5 
and those to the westward enjoy the benefit. But 
I have no doubt this kind of spirit is produced in 
much greater abundance in the interior, and to 
the westward, than it is in Maryland. 

Mr. Speaker, our Western friends have gener- 
ally voted freely to impose an additional duty of 
thirty or forty cents per gallon on imported spir- 
ite, The original duty on the importation of this 
luxury was thirty or forty cents per gallon, it will 
now, by the aid of their votes, have to pay a tax 
of sixty or eighty cents, and I do not know but 
one hundred cents the gallon. Foreigu spirits 
are consumed almost exclusively in the towns, 
and on the seaboard; they are scarcely to be met 
with in the interior, except in towns and in public: 
houses; and is it just or equal to lay a tax that 
shall oblige one section of the country to drink 
spirit, if they drink it at all, under a tax of from 
sixty to eighty or even one hundred cents per gal- 
lon, ang to suffer other sections to drink itat about 
one cent the gallon; for the duty proposed to be: 
laid on the capacity of siills, will produce about 


or twelve cents per gallon on home-distilled | one cent per gallon on the quantity distilled in 
spirits. This would not answer the purpose I! the United States? Whatis there in this article, 


have in view; it would not raise the money re- 
quired; and would not enable us to get rid of the 
other odious internal taxes proposed by the Com- 
mittee. This object I have steadily in view, to 
reduce the number of the taxes proposed, which 
will, f conceive, proportionably reduce the trouble, 
expense, and: distress, that will result from the 


that it must not be approached by the unhallowed 
hand of the tax-gatherer? It is not a necessary 
of life, but a pernicious luxury, injurious to mor- 
als, and in its effects tending to disturb the peace 
and happiness of society. The aggregate quan- 
tity distilled in the United States is great, but the 
individual consumption is small. Itisin genera! 
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use; you can scarcely 
may not geta glass of spirits. 
fit subject of revenue; and when we are obliged 
to resort to internal taxes, I can see no reason why 
this article should be exempt from the common 
fate of other luxuries. 

Mr. Speaker, the heavy additional duty which 
our Western friends have enabled us to impose 
‘on foreign spirits, will act as a bounty on home 
distillation. 


The more we embarrass the import- | 


not greater than the amount of duty on the quan- 
tity of spirits they severally consume, which can- 
not be much. 

Mr. Speaker. I am inclined to an opinion, that 
it would, among the less wealthy part of the com- 
munity, be a family of some little extravagance 
that would use more than one barrel of this spirit 
in a year. The tax on that quantity, at twenty- 
tive cents, as proposed, will be seven dollars and 
fifty cents; but itis probable that more than fif- 


ation of foreign spirits by taxation, the more we | teen gallons a year would not be consumed by a 
encourage the home distillation; and I do think | common-sized family of sober habits—and if they 
our Western brethren ought to bear a similar bur- | be not sober, no care of ours can save them from 
den to that they have voted to impose on other ! difficulties. The duty on fifteen gallons will be 
sections of the country. | three dollars and seventy-five cents; wealthy fam- 

Mr. Speaker, I think the Western section of the | ilies, if they use more of the article, have more 


country has less reason to refuse a fair participa- 
tion in the taxes to be raised, than any other sec- 
üon of the Union. because they will derive more 
benefil, probably, frora the expenditure of the tax 
than any other. The Army of the United States 
has been for years pist almost exclusively within 
the reach of their market. They have enjoyed, 
and will enjoy, the benefit of the soldiers’ pay 
expended among them, and the benefit of a mar- 
ket for their provisions, their whiskey and other 
articles, to supply the Army which the tax is in- 
tended to support; and I did expect that they 
would not have refused to suffer their whiskey to 
bear a part of the tax. 

Mi. Speaker, my honorable friend from Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. SmıLte,) the correctness of whose 
political course 1 have had so many occasions to 
admire and respect, considers a tax on domestic 
distilled spirits an odious tax, because it is an ex- 
cise. and he has taken the trouble to quote Black- 
stone at considerable length, to prove that it is 
odious and oppressive. The gentleman might 
have spared this trouble—it was not necessary to 
invoke foreign aid on this subject; we all koow 
that it is odious; we have all had the experience 
of an excise at home; and of a stamp tax, and of 
all the other internal taxes now proposed to be 
laid. We know that they were all odious, and 
that they were all oppressive; and this knowledge 
makes me wish to reduce their number, to dimin- 
ish their odium, t 
oppression ; for the odium and oppression will be 
nearly in proportion to the number of taxes em- 
braced by the system. 3 

Mr. Speaker, let us see what it is, in this tax 
on home distillation, that is so odious and oppres- 
sive—the people generally will have nothing to 
do with it, they will neither see nor feel its opera- 
tion in any other way than in the price of the 
spirits they consume. The distiller pays the en- 
tire tax, and recovers It back in, the 
liquor. It will give the distillers some trouble, 
and we may suffer some abuse in the collection ; 


but I see no necessity for more trouble and abuse , 


in this, than in the sugar excise, the land tax, or 
almost any of the other taxes proposed; and this 
being much more productive than all the others 
together, is on that account entitled to our prefer- 
ence. ‘The people at large can only be affected 
by this tax, in a pecuniary way, In an amount 


and as far as possible avert the | 


sale of his: 


abundant means to pay; the rich are never in dis- 
tress in this way: if it is oppressive to any part of 
the community, it will be so to the poorer classes of 
society. But neither seven, dollars and fifty cents, 
nor three dollars and seventy-five cents, toa fam- 
ily, can be considered asa burdensome contribu- 
tion for the support of Government. The rights 
and interest of the American people must, indeed, 
be estimated at a low rate by that man who would 
not cheerfully pay either of these sums for their 
defeuce. 

Mr. Speaker, Ihave thought it my duty to sub- 
mit these observations to the consideration of the 
House. I think the amendment I had the honor 
to move, important in the bearing it will have on 
| the ease and comfort of individuals, and on the 

prosperity of the nation. 
Mr. Finpuey had no intention to detain this 
House by a repty to all the observations made by 
| the honorable mover and the supporter of the 
i motion, (Messrs. McKim and Wricar,) because 
| he presumed the principal effect these observa- 
| tions would have on the majority of the House, 
| would be to convince them that the gentlemen 
t nd . 
| themselves did not understand the subject. The 
i resolution appeared highly objectionable on sev- 
i eral grounds. It proposed to introduce the prin- 
| ciple of excise with its host of officers, and which 
| always has been and always will be a fertile 
| source of perjury and frauds. It was so in this 
country during the small trial that was,made of 
j it, notwithstanding all the care of Government, 
í and the nnmerous amendments from time to time 
made by Congress. In Britain it is well known. 
that oaths respecting excises acquire no confi- 
dence either with the Government, or with the 
| people. They have sometimes locked the distil- 
: lers out of the still-houses, and sometimes locked 
them in for times prescribed, and they have ap- 
! pointed officers to watch other officers, and itine- 
ant officers to watch all the others at uncertain 
times; but all docs not do. No law can make 
officers honest where the temptations are so 
great, and the security depends only on oaths. 
Mr. F. appealed to the reports of the committce 
of Parliament on that subject. He added, that 
as in Britain excises were levied on a vast vari- 
ety of subjects, and under perpetual appropria- 
tions to the support of the public debt, they could 
not be repealed. When the experiment was 
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ld sell for about one-half that 


the excise on distilled spirits in a part of the two 
of the western counties in Pennsylvania has been 
brought into view by an honorable gentleman, 


with a view to give an impression as if in that! 


place only it was disapproved of; but this was 
not the case. When President WASHINGTON 
was at Carlisle, where the right wing of the 
Army was on their march to the westward to 


suppress this opposition to the excise, Mr. F. said, | 


that though there had been then no disturbance 
in the county in which he resided, yet another 
messenger and himself were sent with assuran- 
ces to the President that the opposition was then 
in so great a measure suppressed, that the further 
march of the Army would not be necessary. 
The President, after expressing his regret that 


Much might be said against the impolicy of 
oppressing, if not destroying, a domestic manu- 
: facture so essentially connected with agriculture, 
| it being the only method by which farmers, at a 
| very inconvenient distance from market, can re- 
i duce their grain to such a portable form as to be 
i The at- 
‘tempt to do so is the more extraordinary at a 
‘time when every other manufacture is encour- 
‘aged. But the honorable mover proposes to pro- 
| mote morality by rendering it more difficult to get 
! drunk. Mr. F. said that if there were no spirits 
distilled from the produce of the farm, there are 
other beverages by the use of which people might 
and often did get drunk. The drunkard would 


ithe more easily carried to a distance. 


these assurances had not been given before the | have his drink. But not to detain the House fur- 
Army was rendezvoused, said that he knew that ! ther, he would assure the honorable mover that 
so great an army was not necessary for that ob- | his estimated millions for the amount of the rev- 


ject, but that there were great symptoms of dis- 
content not only in other parts of that State but 
in Maryland, which were in danger of spreading 
still further. That on this account he had thought 
it his duty to call forth so great a force as not 
only to convince those who had given the dis- 
turbance, but all parts of the United States, 
that the citizens would, when called upon, turn 
out in support of the execution of their laws. 
Mr. F. said. that the honorable member from 
Maryland who moved and supported the resolu- 
tion will recollect, that about that time there 
Were some disturbances in that State on the ac- 
count of the excise. It was well known at that 
day that the patriotic army who marched on that 


occasion generally, when opportunity offered, de- | 
clared their disapprobation of the excise system, ! 


but at the same time their abhorrence of an un- 
constitutional opposition to a Constitutional law. 
It is also well known that the repeal of the ex- 
cise gave general satisfaction, while at the same 
time many thought the repea! of several cther 
taxes that did not depend on the excise system 
improper. 

Mr. F. said that though this was the greatest, 
it was not the only objection to the resolution. 
It was, besides this, unjust, impolitie, and decep- 
tious—it was, in fact, a tax directly on agricul- 


| enue thus to be obtained would vanish ; if the reso- 
i lution takes effect, he would put in no more rye 
l than would be sufficient to feed bis horses. He 
i would not pay one hundred dollars of a tax on 
| the produce of eight or ten acres of rye; and he 
| would not be alone, it would be general. Being 
confident that the House will not suffer the well- 
BS ease system proposed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means to be contaminated by the cor- 
rupting systems of excise, nor a tax so unjust 
jand deceptive to make a part of the system, he 
would enlarge no further. 
i Mr. Gronpy.—Mr. Speaker: On the present 
| motion to recommit so much of the report of the 
; Committee of Ways and Means as respects the 
! resolution immediately before us, in order to ex- 
l amine the amendment offered by the gentleman 
' from Maryland, (Mr. McKim.) I doubted the pro- 
į priety of entering into the merits of that propo- 
‘sition, and therefore took no part in the discus- 
! sion on yesterday ; but from the course the de- 
| bate has taken, I do not know that a more favor- 
table opportunity will offer to express my Views 
i of this subject, not only in relation to the tax 
proposed by the gentleman from Maryland, but 
also in reference to the entire report of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means. The honorable mem- 
‘ber from Maryland proposes to impose an excise 


ture—it was a tax on their rye-fields. By a let- | of twenty-five cents per gallon on all spirits dis- 
ter on his table, just received, he was informed | tilled from domestic materials (fruit excepted} 
that his family had sold as much rye to the dis- ! within the United States. To this change in 
tillers as, with what will be distilled for his own | the plan of taxation digested by the Committee 
family use, would produce by the proposed excise j of Ways and Means, I have objections, not bot- 
one hundred dollars tax, whereas the rye of which | tomed on the honest prejudices of the people 


t 
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alone, but upon the immutable principles of jus- 
tice and equity, which will be violated by the 
operation of the proposed system, whenever it 
shall be resorted to in this country. Sir, I con- 
sider the measure proposed hostile to the per- 
sonal liberty and security of the citizen, which 
legislators should at all times attentively regard; 
and I consider it also subversive of that general 
distribution of public burdens on various sections 
of the Union, which, as far as practicable, should 
be an object of primary attention. The princi- 
ples of an excise system are justly odious in this 
and every other free country. Because they sub. 
ject the domicil, and every apartment provided 
for the comfort of civilized man, to the uncere- 


monious visit and search of a train of petty offi- | 


eers—men whose powers cannot be strictly de- 
fined by law—and, if defined, would too often be 
disregarded. The powers of such officers, if you 
mean that your laws shall be enforced, must be 
incompatible with the immunities held sacred in 
the domestic relations of society. 

Permit me, sir, fora moment to glance at the 
causes out of which the contest in which we are 
about to engage has arisen. We complain (and 
justly) of vioiations of our national rights on the 
high seas; and to restore these rights to their le- 
gitimate standing, we have determined to exert 
our strength against one of the great belligerents 


of Europe, unless that Power shall within a j 
short period pony surrender its unjust pre- | 
a 


tensious, and cease its lawless aggressions on the 
persons and property of our citizens navigating 
the ocean. I admit, itis not for the benefit of com- 
mercial men alone we are contending; the best 
interests of the agriculturist are involved in the 


protection of commerce, which, as an independ- : 


ent nation, we can never relinquish. 


consent to destroy the internal tranquillity of the 


country for the attainment of an object not io- i 


dispensable to our national existence. No, sir, I 
will never surrender the proud privilege of an 


American citizen to repose in quiet and safety ; 


under his own roof, for any consideration what- 
ever. 


house is his castle, where the owner finds an asy- : 


lum in which he is scle master. 


be to leave our countrymen abroad to the chan-: 
ges and chances of fortune, than to subject our ! 
citizens at home to the arbitrary details of an, 
excise duty on the products of their industry, : 


which must lead to the destruction of individual 
liberty, happiness, and security. 


are tu cuntribute their just proportion of any rev- 


enue which the exigencies of the country may . 
require, and to exert their physical force tu assert | 
the rights and vindicate the honor of the coun-! 
agree that their houses of; 


try, yet I will never : 
every description shall be thrown open to the in- 
spectiou of excise officers, who would often find 
a pretext for such a demand to evince the pleni- 


tude of their power, and from various motives : 


would vex and harass the best citizens. ‘These 
remarks I thought it proper to make, in order to 


l 1, WE At the same į 
time, I wish it to be understood, that I can never : 


Let us consecrate the maxim that a man’s 


Better would it ; 


ye Sir, willing as L. 
believe the people I have the honor to represent i 
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test the principle contained in the amendment 
; Offered by the gentlemen from Maryland. Ien- 
į treat the House to remember, that principles do 
i not change with cireumstances, and that it is 
| wholly inconsistent with the foundation of re- 
| publican Governments, and with the genius of 
the American Constitution, to permit private 
| property to be invaded at the arbitrary caprice of 
| publie functionaries. . 
I have said that a tax of twenty-five cents per 
j gallon on whiskey will operate almost exclusively 
jon particular sections of the country. It is a 
fact well known, that the Western States, to 
| which may be added a part of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, distil more whiskey than all the other 
| States in the Union. And can gentlemen think 
| it reasonable that these States should pay so 
! great a proportion of the money to be raised by 
| taxation 2 
| Situated at a remote distance from the only 
| 


market at which they can vend the surplus pro- 

ducts of their labor, the inequality which would 
| be introduced by this amendment would produce 
| the most oppressive effects upon the people of the 
| Western country. But, sir, we are told by the 
| gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. McKim.) that a 
j tax on this article will diminish the quantity 

consumed, and thereby check the vicious habits 

of intemperance, and promote the great cause of 

virtue and morality. In these moral reflections, 
lon which the honorable gentleman seemed to 
i dwell with so much zeal and confidence, it is a 

matter of astonishment ‘that he did not include 

the consumers of brandy in the State in part rep- 

resented by himself. Adopt the proposition of 
| the gentleman, and the Maryland farmer who 
; distils his two, three, or four thousand gallons of 
; brandy from his large and profitable orchard, 
' wiil pay to the United States the small sum of 
: five dollars a year on each still employed, while 
j the distillers of grain in the Western country are 
| called on to distribute nearly one hundred per 
| cent, on the present value of all the spirits dis- 
: titled. I hope the honorable gentleman will com- 
| mence his good work of reformation among the 
; brandy-drinkers of his own State, before he 
strides over the Allegany to teach us lessons of 
: temperance, and that, too, by the imposition of 
‘an enormous excise to enforce their observance. 
: The injustice of the proposed tax is too obvious 
to require further illustration, and I should now 
dismiss the subject, but for the liberality of sen- 
i timeat displayed by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, (Mr, Fisx,) which claims a moment’s at- 
| tention. That gentleman it seems is in favor of 
i this tax, because he sees in it a relief afforded to 
‘his Western brethren from the pressure of the 
direct tax. We duly appreciate the motives of 
i the honorable gentleman, but as we cannot dis- 
cern the advantages of relieving our constituents 
‘from the payment of about four hundred thou- 
| sand dollars, by compelling them to pay four 
| millions, he will excuse us for not accepting his 
beneficent offer. For, sir, in fact such would be 
ithe effect of that course of proceedings recom- 
| mended by him. He says you can raise six mil 


1139 HISTORY OF CONGRESS, 1140 
i o o e Manon, 1312. 


lions six hundred thousand dollars annnally by a! surely to adopt that which has been offered. I 
H 


| 
tax of twenty-five cents per gallon on whiskey. | frankly own, sir, that I have no substitute to ten- 


Cannot every man sce that at least four millions ! der which would not be liable to ali the exceptions 
of thissum would fall on that section of the Uni- | whieh have been taken to the report under con- 
ted States which I have before described, and | sideration. I wish some gentleman would enter 
this sum we are asked to pay to redeem ourselves ; upon the task and perform it to the satisfaction 
from the payment of four hundred thousand, | of this House and the nation ; for myself, I confess 
which will be nearly our proportion of the direct | the want of talents to devise a plan of taxation, 
tax. ; which shall fall more equally than this system 

Mr. Speaker: There are other objections to: upon every section of the country. I have strong 


the proposition of the gentleman from Maryland 
which deserve consideration. We all prufess to 
desire the rapid promotion of our domestic man- 


| objections to some of the resolutions for which I 
| shall vote, taking them unconnected with the re- 
! mainder of the report. The resolution before 


ufactures ; protecting duties are about to be voted | us is one of this description ; it will bear heavily 
ou articles of foreign manufactures, to give to; upon myconstituents; but I discover, that they are 
these, | mean our home establishments, a monop- | almost entirely relieved from the operation of the 
oly inthe markets of this country ; and, sir,are| duties on stamps, as now modified by the com; 
we not departing from principles of sound pol-| mittee. Banks and commercial men will almost 
icy, when we single out any one article of do- j exclusively be affected by the latter, and, there- 
mestic manufacture, and from it attempt to raise į fore, 1 do not consider it unreasonable in the com- 
so extravagant a sum as six millions six hundred į mittee to require the payment of a tax on stills, 
thousand dollars? ‘This will in effect produce an: agreeably to their report. You cannot, Mr. 
increased consumption of imported spirits, and i Speaker, select any one article for taxation which 
spirits distilled from foreign materials. will not be felt more sensibly by the people in one 

The plan proposed will be found deceptive in | quarter of the country thanin another; you must, 
practice ; the law will be evaded; the tax will! therefore make several, and by causing one to 
be so oppressive as to tempt men strongly to vio-| operate upon the people in one direction, and an- 
late it. And should this take place, or should the į other upon those who reside ina different part 
quantity distilled be greatly diminished, the rev- | of the country, you will, as far as practicable, 
enue of the country will fail, which is an, event | equalize a system of internal taxes. This, I be- 


in a state of war productive of the greatest ca- 
lamities. Having declared my intention to vote 
for the entire report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, I ask the indulgence of the House to 
state concisely some of the reasons which influ- 
ence my conduct on this occasion. 

At the opening of the present session of Con- 
gress, the President informed us that every effort 
to settle our differences with Great Britain by 
friendly negotiation had been employed without 
effect. Under such circumstances, as every other 
expedient had failed, we determined that the only 
justifiable course left was to put the nation in 
arms, apd by force redress the violated rights and 
honor of an injured and insulted people. We 
accordingly provided for a large increase of the 
regular army, and took corresponding measures 
to meet that state of things which we shortly ex- 
pect. The expenses incident to these prepara- 
tions must of necessity be great; we were com- 
pelled to incur them, or relinquish the ground we 
have taken, and submit tamely to British iaso- 
lence and outrage. 

The debt has been created on the contingency 
of war, and we are bound by every moral and po- 
litical consideration to provide immediately for 
the punctual! discharge of the interest, without do- 
ing which no capitalist in the country will ad- 
vance the sum required. Were we not to make 


lieve, the Committee of Ways and Means have 
: done to as much advantage as possible. I shall, 
| therefore, not follow the example set mé by the 
| gentleman from Maryland, by proposing to raise 
| the whole sum required upon some one article, 
: by taxing which toan unreasonable amount, my 
| distriet would be entircly relieved. I know my 
constituents would not wish to hear of my making 
such a proposition. I am willing, by a vote on 
these resolutions, to give a pledge to the lenders 
of money to the public, and I am willing to re- 
deem it with good faith. For the people Í repre- 
| sent, I ask no exemption from public burdens ; 
but against that injustice which would be inflict- 
| ed on them, should the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Maryland succeed, I protest. 
| Mr. Jomnson said he had, on a former day, lis- 
i tened with indifference to the proposition to 
i levy an excise of twenty-five cents on each gallon 
į of domestic distilled spirit of domestic materials 
j throughout the United States, from a most thor- 
! ouga conviction that so unjust, so unreasonable, 
| and so oppressive a tax would be rejected by a 
i great majority, without exposing its tendency. 
| He said he was not disappointed in that just and 
i reasonable expectation of the views of the mem- 
| bers of this House. He said twenty-five cents 
{tax per gallon upon whiskey would be as ruinous 
to the people of the Western country as it would 


this provision, J fear, sir, at the very commence- be unjust to that portion of the United States, 
ment of this contest we should bankrapt the credit} who would never be backward in furnishing their 
of the nation. Itis admitted by all, that the sum | just proportion of men and money to prosecute a 
asked for by the committee is the least which they | war necessary to maintain inviolate their sover- 
could have demanded. They have submitted a! eignty and independence; but, whatever might be 
plan by which it may be raised, and, unless some į their willingness, they should not, with his vote 
plan less objectionable can be proposed, we ought! be called upon to support a system which would 
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be alone destructive to them by t 
its operation. 7 

But, he said, he could not remain silent to hear | 
the same gentleman seriously make a motion to; 
re-commit the report frém the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, for the purpose of making the j 
self-same proposition of layinga tax of twenty-five 
cents on whiskey and other distilled spirits, the | 
prime cost of the article in the way of wholesale ` 
in the Western country. Upon the subject of 
taxation, he said, he had never entertained but j 
one sentiment, and he never would agree to Jay i 
internal taxes upon the people of the United | 
States, to support any permanent expensive es- į 
tablishinent; that nothing on the present occasion | 
should induce him to vote for taxes. but war. Inj 
consequence of this opinion, the Committec of | 
Ways and Means had reported in one of their | 
resolutions that the tax should not be levied until 
a declaration of war, or the issuing of letters of 
marque and reprisal; and, he said, he was a little ; 
surprised that any member should dislike such į 
a resolution, and try to demonstrate to the people ! 
and the world that the taxes proposed were war | 
taxes, and intended to meet that state of things. 
Another resolution declares, that the taxes shall : 
not continue more than twelve months after the į 
conclusion. With these resolutions incorporated 
and made a part of the system, he was astonished | 
to hear gentlemen say that the people would be 
alarmed at these resolutions. He said he was | 
never afraid of the people; they would act cor- | 
yectly ; but he had more reason to fear that this i 
House would be alarmed, He said the people į 
understood their interests and their rights, and | 
were not to be alarmed at a vindication of their | 
rights and their independence. Mr. J. said that į 
Mr. Gallatin had been called upon by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to furnish them | 
with a system of internal taxation, predicated | 
upon actual war with Great Britain. 


The Sec-} 
retary was not a volunteer in proposing this sys- | 
tem. In that letter, the Secretary had proposed ten 

cents upon distilled spirits from foreign materials, - 
and three cents per gallon on domestic distilled | 
spirits of domestic materials, which was consid- | 
ered equally hard upon the Western country when ! 
taken in connexion with the whole system pro- i 
posed. Departing from‘ this equal system, the | 
gentleman from Maryland would raise it to! 
twenty-five cents—a most unreasonable derange- | 
ment of the whole plan. Mr. J. said that he had 
objected to this whiskey tax on account of the 
excise principle when it was before the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and upon his objections 
the excise part was changed to a direct tax upon 
the still, differing only in amount with the tax 
upon carriages or any other article; by which 
modification, numerous officers would not be em- 
ployed, oaths would be dispensed with, no search 
would be ‘nade into the houses or cellars of dis- 
tillers, nor would we have excise officers breaking 
locks and invading our firesiles; aud in this 
modification, the sum to be raised by a tax of 
three cents per gallon was reduced from $400,000 
to $275,000, making a dzduction of almost one- 


| upon the defenceless frontiers, 


spirit of accommodation. 
tinued to be animated by the 


same spirit, he 
said, the motion to commit would not succeed. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has told you, that 


a land tax, or rather a direct tax, would operate 
most severely upon the Western States, on ac- 
count of their distance from market, their want 
of capital, their infant settlements ; and, wilh & 
correct knowledge of the actual state of the dif- 
ferent parts of the Union, the Secretary had, with 
his usual impartiality and discernment, given the 
House a system as nearly equal in its operation 
as the nature of the subject would admit; and it 
was evident, that if a material alteration was 
made upon it, chaos would: prevail, and the whole 
plan be rejected; and then the enemies of the 
Government would say with triumph, that the 
Republican Administration could not vindicate 
and support the rights of the nation, and that 
their Representatives were afraid to trust the peo- 
ple to send the ways and means to avenge their 
own wrongs. Mr. J. said the House had been 
engaged a long time on the subject; despatch 
was necessary, that Congress might have a little 
time to listen to the warning voice which now 
contes from the Wabash, the Mississippi, and De- 
troit, which makes it probable that as soon as the 
season will admit, the savages will rush down 
and destroy their 
inbabitants. 

Mr. Wincery-—Mr. Speaker, on a motion to 
recommit the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, I have not been able to discover how 
the arguinents, either of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, or those in answer to him, by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, can apply to the question 
before the House. Sir, Lam of opinion that if I 
had suffered myself so far to have wandered from 
the question, [should deservedly have heard from 
the Chair, The question before the House is not 
the repeal of the non-intercourse, or whether we 
shall submit to the edicts of Great Britain. It is, 
will the House recommit the report for the pur- 
pose of amending it? To this subject I shall con- 
tine my argument. Iam in favor of recommit- 
ting the report, first to amend it as respects the 
duty on imports, Many of these articles have 
already a duty of fifteen per cent. ad valorem ; 
add to this one hundred per cent. and you will 
cither prohibit them entirely, or you will give a 
bounty to smugglers, which will destroy the fair 
trader, as the smugglers will always be able to 
undersell him ; and thus will the fair trader, who 
wishes to support the Government be obliged to 
give up his business or he ruined. The tonnage 
duty is also too high. The former tonnage duty 
was about fifty cents on the vessel, of foreigners, 
and six cents on our own vessels in the foreign 
trade. ‘The committee have added a little over 
one hundred per cent. to the tonnage of foreigners, 
and upwards of four hundred per cent. on our 
own tonnage. [f the tonnage was not very much 
out of the way heretofore, the committee have 
reversed the rule of all other nations. Great Brit- 
ain has always encouraged her own merchantmes 
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ship-owners, between them and foreigners; she 
is the greatest commercial nation in the world, 
according to the report. Our vessels in foreign 
trade must pay thirty-one cents per ton every 
time they enter, so that a vessel of three hundred 
and thirty tons, if she enters three times, must pay 
the Government upwards of three hundred dollars 
a year, over and above all her custom-house fees. 
and the hundred per cent. on the duties of her 
cargo. Why the committee should have added 
four times as much on tonnage as on merchandise, 
Iam ata loss to imagine, nor do J believe the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
can give any good or satisfactory reason for so 
doing. In the case of tonnage, it operates as a 
direct tax on the owner, because while ships are 
plenty, lying by the wharves, no man will give 
one cent more on account of the tonnage. Sir, 
in the case of the salt tax, the maritime and mid- 
dle country pay the whole, the Western section 
pay nothing. There are 1,500 000 people exempt 
from this duty on salt, because they have plenty 
from the salt springs. As this isa necessary of 
life on which the Western section of the Union 
pay nothing, they ought to be willing to pay an 
equivalent on something clse. 

le is true, these gentlemen say, they are willing 
to-do their part in support of the war; yet when 
they are called on to augment the tax on whiskey 
they say their objection to that is the creation of 
excise officers, to which the people are very much 
opposed. Sir, there is a small tax on the capa- 
city of the still, let this duty be multiplied on the 
still until it will give about twelve and a half 
cents on each gallon, as near as can be computed, 
which may be distilled in the course of a year. 
In that case the same persons who may collect 
the tax on the capacity of the stills, as now taxed, 
which does not exceed one cent and a third per 
gallon on the liquor, may collect it with as much 
ease when augmented, as they can if the amend- 
ment should not take place. This therefore will 
do away the difficulty of excise officers. I ask 
them to take but twelve and a half cents per 
gallon on their spirits, while in the maritime 
States we pay the duty proposed, sixty cents. 
This is a debt for which we are all alike liable. 
Surely, sir, the Western gentlemen cannot think 
hard to pay but one-fifth part as much as their 
friends in a different section of the Union, when 
they consider that we pay twenty cents on salt, 
from which they are exempt. Sir, the last inter- 
nal tax which was laid amounted to $989,533-— 
Massachusetts paid of that tax $282,566. Ac- 
cording to the present system, Massachusetts will 
have to pay more than one-fourth of the internal 
tax, while she will not have more than onc-ninth 
of the representation. Augment the whiskey tax 
as I propose, and you may do away your land 
tax altogether. There isin the United States 
distilled from home materials about 24.000.000 of 
gallons of spirits. This will give you $3,000,000, 
whichisabout what is laid on the land. A land tax 
as the last tax which oughtever to be laid. Every 
kind of luxury ought to be taxed before the land. 


The gentlemen say they are at a great distance 
from market. Be itso. Sir, the material from 
which the whiskey is chiefly distilled, is Indian 
corn. The middle country raise of this article 
about ten bushels to the acre; the Western 
country about fifty bushels to the acre, and with 
much less labor this article will give about two 
gallons tothe bushel; so that the middle country 
can obtain about twenty gallons from one acre, 
while the Western country will give one hun- 
dred gallons—five times as much. This will 
more than pay for their extra distance from mar- 
ket; in addition to which, their liquor will bring 
them enough more at market to pay for the tron- 
ble of transporting it. Sir, Massachusetts will be 
willing to pay more than her part if necessary in 
defence of the just rights of the nation. But 
when a system of taxation is brought forth, it 
ought to be so modified as that each member of 
the Union should pay its due proportion of such 
taxes. It is said, this report is a system of com- 
promise. Sir, I am not one of those humble im- 
Itators of any man, or any body of men, who will, 
without investigation, tamely submit to anything 
they may please to lay before me, and vote it 
down as law. Weare told that when the bill 
comes in will be the proper time to amend. If 
the House are determined not to recommit, I will 
help to vote the report through, but with the same 
reserve I made when I agreed to reconsider the 
vote which went against the salt, if no amendment 
or modification takes place so as to have a more 
equal bearing on the different sections of the 
Union. 

Mr. Wricutand Mr. Fisk supported the motion. 

[The arguments for and against the motion to- 
day, as well as yesterday, were grounded on the 
expediency or inexpediency of an excise tax on 
whiskey. On the one hand, it was said, that, if 
the proposed tax of 25 or 28 cents per gallon on 
distilled spirits were to take effect, it would pro- 
duce a revenue of five or six millions of dollars, 
and preclude the necessity of other taxes; that it 
would eventually be paid by the consumer, and 
would therefore operate equally; that domestic 
spirits ought to be taxed a little, when the duty 
on foreign spirits was about to be doubled, as there 
is no reason Why a man who drinks brandy or 
rum and water should be made to pay double price, 
while the whiskey-drinker paid nothing; thatthe 
excise system was already proposed as to fine 
sugar, and might be extended to whiskey with 
much less inconvenience than would result from 
the collection of the variety of small taxes pro- 
posed by the Committee of Ways and Means. 

On the other hand, remarks were made on the 
severity with which this tax would operate on 
those who already have to bear the chief burden 
(with the least ability to pay it) of the land tax, 
viz: the people of the Western country ; that, 
considering the paucity of their saleable produc- 
tions in the Western country, a tax on whiskey, 
which would put a stop to its distillation, would 
wholly disable them from paying the land tax; 
that it was, besides, grievously heavy, partial, and 
unequal. The evils of an excise system were 
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somewhat oppressive, they were willing to incur Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
the responsibility of a tax on stills, rather than Í Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
defeat the great work in which the nation was John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Rich’d Stan- 


engaged.} ford, William Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, 
” Mr. RANDOLPH moved a recommitment of the | George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr, Robert White- 
whole report tò a Committee of the Whole. hill, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. * 


This motion was supported by the mover at So, Mr. Ranpotpx’s motion was negatived; 
considerable length, and opposed by Mr-Atsron, and the House adjourned. , 
rs ape Mr. Catuoun, and Mr. Macon. g 

The recommitment of the report was supported 7 

on the ground that the budget of taxes Seed Wepnespay, March 4. 3 
was of the most oppressive character; that, _Mr. ORMSBY presented to the House a resolu- 
moreover, they were unnecessary and impolitic, | tion of the Legislature of the State of Kentucky, 
because Congress had only to repeal their own | instructing their Senators, and requesting their 
restrictive law, and revenue would accrue to the Representatives in Congress to procure a grant 
United States, io a much greater amount than of ten thousand acres of land lying in the Terri- 
was contemplated to be provided by the taxes! tory of Louisiana to Daniel Boone.—Referred to 
under consideration. i the Committee on the Public Lands. 

In reply, it was urged that the gentleman’s pro- Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Post Offices 
ject was a peace project, and not calculated for and Post Roads, presented a bill to alter and 
the exigency; that, besides, it would not produce establish certain post roads; which was read 
the effect he anticipated, because commerce was | twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
destroyed by the orders of Great Britain, and by Whole to-morrow. f ; 
the municipal regulations of France; that all taxes Mr. Gorp. from the committee appointed on 
are disagreeable, and though the committee had | the twenty-fourth ultimo, presented a bill pro- 
exercised much deliberation on the subject of their | Viding for the removal of the causes depending 
report, it might be expected there would be a dif- | 18 the respective District Courts of the United 
ference of opinion on some items; but that now | States, in case of the disability of the Judges 
to recommit the report, as proposed, would be thereof; which was read twice, and committed 
shrinking ite the pressure of the crisis,and would | t° a Committee of the Whole on Friday next. 
ŝtamp indelible disgrace on the House and nation. aN r r 
- The question A recommitting the report oie FINAL SETTLEMENT CERTIFICATE. 
taken, and determined in the negative—yeas 34,{ Mr. Guouson, from the Committee of Claims, 
nays 83, as follows: made a report on the petition of John Dixon; 


Yeas—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus which was read, and referred to the Committee 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- of the Whole on the report of the same commit- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, William Ely, ; tee made on the petition of John Murray. 

James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles; The report is as follows: 

Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, junior, | ‘That, from documents exhibited by the petitioner, it 
Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert appears he is the assignee of Lucy Dixon, his mother, 
Le Roy Livingston, Archibald McBryde, James Mil- | of a certificate which was issued in her favor by the 
nor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, ‘Timothy | Commissioner for settling the accounts of the Revolu- 
Pitkin, jun., Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, William | tionary war in the State of Virginia, for the sum of 
Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Daniel Sheffey, Philip Stuart, | $329 84.90, payable with six per cent. from the first 
Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Whea- | day of January, 1781, and dated the 23d of December, 
ton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 1786. ‘I'he original certificate is produced, and, by-an 

Nars—wWilis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- | endorsement on it, it appears the interest was paid to 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell | the first of January, 1785; a certificate of the Regis- 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam | ter of the ‘Treasury is likewise exhibited, showing that 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Lucy Dixon stands a creditor on the records of that 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew | Department for the said certificate, which “ remains 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condict, William Craw- unliquidated by the United States.” 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Sam- | As an apology (as it is presumed by the committee) 
uel Dinsmoor, Elias Karle, William Findley, Meshack | for not presenting this claim at an earlier period, Lucy 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah | Dixon, in a petition formerly offered by herself, alleges 
L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, | that she, in the year 1799, left Virginia, and went to 
Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Rich- the State of Georgia, where she remained until 1799 
ard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, | or 1800; that on her return to her residence in Vir- 

bner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William ginia, she, on looking over papers, found the certificate 

‘owndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. | in question, and likewise others that were supposed to 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel t have been entirely destroyed; that she was ignorant 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Samuel | as well of the value of such certificates as of the mode 
L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh | in which the law provided for their payment; that one 
Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen | of her sons took with him to the Mississippi ‘Territory 
Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- | the said certificate, where he kept it until a few years 
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mend the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. F 


WAR TAXES, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
report of the Conimittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. McKim said, as his motion to recommit 

the fifth resolution had given rise to some diffi- 
culty, and he had no disposition to embarrass, he 
would withdraw it, reserving to himself the right 
to renew it when the subject should come before 
the House in the shape of a bill. 
_ The question recurring on the adoption of the 
fifth resolution, (for laying a tax on stills, &e.,) 
it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 67, nays 
38, as follows: 

Yeas— Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 


Bibb, William Blackledge, Robert Brown, William | 


Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Ghol- 


son, Thomas KR. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah Is. ` 


Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. 


Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, William R. King, : 
Abner Lacock, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Living- | 


ston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Ma- 
con, George C. Maxwell, Samuel McKee, Alexander 
McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New- 
bold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., Benjamin 
Pond, Wm. M. Richardson, John Roane, Jonathan 


Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenczer Seaver, Adam Sey- | 


bert, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William 
Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, 
and William Widgery. 

Nays—William Anderson, John Baker, Abijah 
Bigelow, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Mat- 
thew Clay, William Crawford, John Davenport, jun., 
Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, 
Charles Goldsborough, Richard Jackson, jr, Philip B. 
Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr, 
William McCoy, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pear- 
son, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, John Ran- 
dolph, John Rhea, William Rodman, Daniel Shelley, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban 


Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, Thomas | 


Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


The sixth resolution came next under consid- 
eration (for a tax on licenses to retailers of wines, 


| James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, An- 


[zein George Smith, John Smith, William Strong, 


Narxs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Martin Chittenden, William Ely, James Fisk, Asa 
| Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 

Gray, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jack- 
son, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefe- 
ver, Joseph Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
! Arunah Metcalf, Jonathan O. Moscley, Thomas New- 


‘bold, Joseph Pearson, 'l'imothy Pitkin, junior, Benja- 
i min Pond, lisha R. Potter, John Randolph, William 
Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Philip 
| Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- 
gart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
į Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


"The seventh resolution (tax on sales at auction 
of foreign merchandisc, &c.) was next agreed 
to—ycas 79, nays 34, as follows: 

Yxas— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezckiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Wm. Blackledge, Robert 
Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, John 
C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, Lewis 
Condict, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Daw- 
|son, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
| William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Ghol- 
| son, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grun- 
| dy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harpey, Aylett 

Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. 
| Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner La- 
| cock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
aren Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, 
! Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, 
| Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thos. 
| Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
i Pickens, Wm. Piper, James Pleasants, junior, Benja- 
i min Pond, William M. Richardson, John Rhea, Joh® 
i Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 
; Seaver Adam Seybert, John Smilie, George Smith, 


H 


j John Smith, William Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charies T'urner, jr., Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jr, Robert Whitehill, William Widg- 
ery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 
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Naxs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- 
port, junior, William Ely, Asa Fitch, Thos. R. Gold, 
Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, 
jun., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Jonathan O. Moseley, Jo- 
seph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Pot- 
ter, John Randolph, William Rodman, Danicl Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, La- 
ban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 

The eighth resolution (for a tax of four cents 
pet pound on retined sugar) was next agreed to— 
yeas 80, nays 38, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Bur- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, 
Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condict, Wm. 
Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, 
Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Karle, William Findley, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnston, Joseph 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lete- 
ver, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Na- 
thaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thos. Newbold, ‘Thos. 
Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, Wm. Piper, 
Jas. Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, William M. Rich- 
ardson, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Scybert, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William Strong, 
John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Chas. 
Turner, jun., Robert Whitehill, Wm. Widgery, Rich- 
ard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

Nays—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- 
port, junior, William Ely, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, 
Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jack- 
son, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lew- 
is, jr, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Joseph Pearson, ‘Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. 
Potter, John Randolph, William Reed, William Rod- 
man, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, 
Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and ‘Thomas 
Wilson. 

he ninth resolution (for laying a tax on car- 
riages of pleasure, &c.) came uext on the tapis. 

Mr. Horry, after adverting to the great num- 
ber of carriages in the State of New Jersey, of a 
peculiar and cheap construction, which would be 
severely taxed, moved an amendment going to 
exempt from a tax of three dollars, carriages on 
wooden springs, aud to impose on such a tax of 
one dollar and fifly cents. 

This motion was supported by Messrs. Hurry, 
Convict, and Wricat, and opposed by Messrs. 
Bacon, SEYRERT, and STANFORD. The argu- 
ments for the motion were founded on the dis- 


proportion of the amount of tax to the value of 
the article taxed, which generally cost less than 
$100, &c. It was opposed on the ground that 
these carriages were nevertheless used by those 
well able to pay the tax, which was by no means 
disproportionate to the other taxes proposed, 

The motion was lost—ayes only six or eight. 

The question was then taken on the resolution 
as reported by the Committee, and carried in the 
affirmative-—yeas 72, nays 48, as follows: 

Yuas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard; Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, Roger Da- 
vis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, ‘Thos. R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyne- 
man, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. 
King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Saml. 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Hugh 
Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- 
ants, junior, Benjamin Pond, William M. Richardson, 
John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, 
Juhu Smilie, George Smith, John Sinith, John Talia- 
ferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 
junior, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and Rich- 
ard Winn. 

Naxs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Bpa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Con- 
dict, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, James 
Emott, Asa Fitch, Chas. Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathaniel Macon, George 
C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, James Morgan, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pear- 
son, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, William Rodman, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Shef- 
fey, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Wil- 
liam Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 

The tenth resolution proposes a stamp tax on 
certain bank and other notes. 

The question on the resolution was divided, 
on the suggestion of Mr. Lrrrie, so as to take a 
question, distinctly, on the lwo clauses of the res- 
olution. 

The question on that part which goes to tax 
bank notes at the rate of one dollar for every hua- 
dred dollars was carried—yeas 74, nays 43, as 
follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jun, Slevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Cal- 
houn, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James Coch- 
ran, Lewis Condict, William Crawford, Roger Davis, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samucl Dinsmoor, Elias 


The other clause of the resolution propuses to 
lay a tax of five cents for every huodred dollars, 
on all endorsed notes of hand and bills of exchange. 

This clause was objected to by Mr. LrrrLe, on 
the ground of its oppressive nature and the odium 
which former experience had attached to it in 
the minds of the people. The small product it 
would afford would not go far to the support of 
the war; and he thought it might be dispens- 
ed with. 

Mr. Bacon replied that this tax was uow so ar- 
ranged as not to afford the same cause of com- 
plaint as former stamp taxes, because it would 
not operate on the poor, would subject the people 
in thinly-settled countries to no difficulty in ob- 
taining them, and would generally affect only 
large capitalists or extensive traders in the cities. 

Mr. McKim said that, however oppressive he 
might deem this and perhaps all the other taxes, 
he felt in some degree pledged at present to vote 
for the whole report of the committee. 

The question was taken on this clause and car- 
ried—yeas 65, nays 53, as follows: 

Yzas— Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Biackledge, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Cal- 
houn, Langdon Cheves, Lewis Condict, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias 
Earle, Wiliam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn. Isaiah IL. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob 
Hufty John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Wil- 
liam R. King, Abner Lacock, William Lowndes, Aaron 
Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas Moore, William Mc- 
Coy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Met- 


1152 


Maren, 1812, 


calf, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, 


The next resolution embraced the direct tax of 
three millions, to be apportioned as provided by 
the Constitution. 

On this question a discussion took place, foreign 
to the question immediately before the House, 
viz: on a doubt stated by Mr. Ranpouen, whe- 
ther the tax was to be laid according to the pres- 
ent representation in Congress, or according to 
the number of the people of the United States as 
ascertained by the latest enumeration. Messrs. 
Bacon, McKim, Lownpes, and Winery declar- 
ed their opinions in favor the latter mode; but 
Mr. Ranpocpu declared it to be a question of in- 
superable difficalty, inasmuch as, if the taxation 
was apportioned by the present Congress accord- 
ing to the last enumeration (which has not yet 
affected the representation) it would bea viola- 
tion of the vital principle of the Constitution, that 
representation and taxation must go hand in hand. 

The resolution was agreed to, on the question's 
being taken—yeas 77, nays 39, as follows: 

Yeas— Willis Alston, jun, William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condict, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias 
Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grandy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob 
Huity, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lete- 
ver, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Na- 
thaniel Macon. Thomas Moore, William Mec(loy, Sam- 
uel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Authony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- 
ants, jun, Benjamin Pond, William M. Richardson, 
John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Jobn Sevier, Adam Seybert, 
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John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William | 
Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, Charles 
Turner, jr., Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, Rich- 
ard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


Nars—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Johu Daven- 
port, junior, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, 
Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Keys; Lyman Law, 
Joseph Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Livingston, George 
C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. 
Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, 
Henry M. Ridgely, William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Whea- 
ton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 


The next resolution, that each State may pay 
the whole direct tax apportioned to its share, with 
a deduction of fifteen per cent. was agreed to— 
yeas 73, nays 37, as follows: 

Yeas—William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Cal- 
houn, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James Coch- 
ran, Lewis Condict, William Crawford, Roger Davis, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias 
Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Guodwyu, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grandy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob 
Hufty, Johu M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- 
seph Keut, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, 
Nathaniel Macon, Gcorge C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 
William McCoy, Samucl McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Is- 
racl Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jr., John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William Strong, 
John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr, Robert 
Whitehill, William Widgery, and Robert Wright. 

Naxys—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- 
port, junior, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, 
Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, 
Richard Jackson, jun., Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Archibald McBryde, Jone- 
than ©. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, 
William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, 
Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. | 

Next came under consideration the resolution | 
that the taxes thus laid shall not take effect until; 
the commencement of the war, or until letters of 
marque and reprisal shall have been issued. This 
passed—yeas 80, nays 26, as follows: 

Yuas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William 
Blackledge, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Robert 
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Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, John ©. . 
Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James 
Cochran, Lewis Condict, William Crawford, Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle,. W il- 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Fe- 
lix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Pe- ` 
ter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel ~ 
Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archi- 
bald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Al- 
exander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thom- . 
as Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William ` 
Piper, James Pleasants, junior, William M. Richard- 
son, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts,.Wil- 
liam Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, John Sevier, Adam Sey- . 
bert, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard 
Stanford, William Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, 
Charles Turner, junior, Robert Whitchill, William 
Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. ' 

Nays—Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Elijah 
Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chitten- 
den, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, James Em- 
ott, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsbor- 
ough, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Taw, Joseph 
Lewis, junior, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, . 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Randolph, William Reed, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, and 
Leonard White. 


The next and last resolution reported by the | 
Committee of Finance provides that these taxes 
shall continue no longer than one year after the 
conclusion of the war. Agreed to—ycas 72, nays 
27. as follows: i 

Yeas— Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Beker, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William 
Blackledge, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Robert 
Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. 
Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James 
Cochran, Lewis Condict, William Crawford, Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, Wil- 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hy- 
neman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William 
R. King, Abner J.acock, Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas Moore, Wil- 
liam McCoy, Samucl McKee, Alexander McKim, 
James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, 
Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
Isracl Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun. 
Benjamin Pond, William M. Richardson, John Rhea, 
John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, John 
Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, . 
George Smith, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, Charles 
Turner, junior, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, 
and Robert Wright. 

Nays—Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, 


i junior, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Charles 


Goldsborough, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, 
Joseph Lewis, junior, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Wil- 
liam Reed, William Rodman, Richard Stanford, Philip 
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Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, La- 
ban Wheaton, and Leonard White. 


The question was then taken on all the resolu- 
tions, taken together, and agreed to—yeas 56, 
Days 34, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Steven- 
son Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, William 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calboun, Lang- 
don Cheves, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condict, William 
Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, William R. 
King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh 
Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., Wil- 
liam M. Richards, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 
Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, John Sevier, John Smilie, 
George Smith, Jobn Taliaferro, and Charles Turner, jr. 

Naxs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, John Davenport, 
jun., William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Charles 
Goldsborough, Richard Jackson, jun., Lyman Law, 
Joseph Lewis, jun., Nathaniel Macon, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Jo- 
seph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Wm. Reed, William | 
Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Richard Stanford, Philip 
Stuart, Lewis B, Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Leon- 
ard White, 'T'homas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, with directions to 
report by bill. 

CONSTITUTION OF ORLEANS. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE Unirep Srates: 

To the Senate and House of : 
Representatives of the United States : 

At the request of the convention assembled in the 
Territory of Orleans on the 22d day of November last, 
I transmit to Congress the proceedings of that body in 
pursuance of the act, entitled “An act to cnable the 
people of the Territory of Orleans to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admission of 
the said State into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States, and for other purposes.” 

JAMES MADISON. 


therefore, proposed the following 


resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the House a 
system of rules and regulations proper to be adopted 
for training and disciplining the cavalry of the Army 
and Militia of the United States.” 

Agreed to, and Mr. Moore and Mr. HARPER 
were appointed a committee to present the same 
to the President. : 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ to alter the 
time of holding the Circuit Courts of the United 
States at Knoxville, in the district of East Tene 
nessee,” with amendments; and the bill “ making 
further appropriation fur the defence of our mari- 
time frontier.” also with amendments; in which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 


-+ CONSTITUTION OF ORLEANS. 


` The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Dawson, pending when the House 
yesterday adjourned, for reference of the consti- 
tution tv a select committee. 

Mr. Potnpexrer stated that the fourth section 
of the act of the last session, under which the 
constitution had been framed, provided that a sep- 
arate instrument should be transmitted to Con- 
gress by the convention, recognising the Federal 
Constitution. It appeared that such an instru- 
ment had not been forwarded, although the Fed- 
eral Constitution was recognised in the body of 
the instrument which was now before the House. 
He, therefore, moved an amendment going to in- 
struct the committee to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of repealing so much of the fourth section 
of the act of last session, as requires a separate 
instrument of recognition. 

Mr. Dawson accepted the proposed dmend- 
ment as a part of his motion. e 

The constitution was then committed, with 
this instruction, to a select committee, comprised 
of the following members, viz: Mr. Dawson, 
Mr. Macon, Mr. Troup, Mr. Joungon, Mr. 
Finney, Mr. Brostow, and Mr. Porter. 


GENERAL ST. CLAIR. 

On motion of Mr. Wriant the House resolred 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the bill 
Tutrspay, March 5. į for the relief of Arthur St. Clair. The bill di- 
The House resumed the consideration of the | rects the allowance at the Treasury, to the Gen- 
bill supplementary to the act for raising au addi- eral, of “the sum of $1.800, advanced by him on 
tional military force. [The object of the bill is, | : the 26ih of October, 1776, for the recruiting ser- 
to place on the same footing, as to rank, all the | ‘ vice, with lega! interest for the same from that 
officers of each grade of the Army who may be i date, deducting from the amount $200 advanced 
appointed at the present session, so as to allow | ‘to him on that acconnt May, 1810, and that 

more time for a proper selection of the candi- |‘ the balance be paid,” &c. 
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The Message and accompanying documents 
having been read, a proposition was made to re- 
fer them to a select committee; but, before it 
was decided, the House adjourned. 
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Much debate took place on this claim, which{ Resolved, That Allan B. Magruder, and Eti- 
‘was opposed and supported with considerable zeal. | gius Fromentin, agents from the Territory of Or- 
The Committee rose, and reported the bill with- | leans, be admitted within the Hall of Representa- 
out material amendment. tives, anything in the rules and orders of the . 
On motion of Mr. Atsron, the bill was then | House to the contrary notwithstanding, |. 
so amended as to authorize the settlement of the} The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
claim at the Treasury, and the payment to Gen-| the Whole, on the bill for the relief of Ninian 
eral St. Clair of such balance as may, on such | Pinkney. (Mr. Pinkney is a Captain in the First 
settlement, appear to be due to him. Regiment of Infantry of the United States. His 
A motion was then made by Mr. Neuson to re- | claim is for services rendered under an appoint- 
commit the bill, with a view to expunging the f ment as Brigade Major of the Army of the Uni- 
amendment just agreed to; because, Mr. N. said, | ted States made by General Wilkinson, on 30th 
General St. Clair’s accounts having been burnt|June 1800, and subsequently declared by the 
in the War Office, it would be impossible that| War Department to have been unauthorized. 
he could ever bring them to a settlement at the | He prays that he may receive credit on the Ac- 
Treasury. countanw’s books for money drawn as compensa- 
The motion to recommit was agreed to, 51 to | tion for the services rendered whilst acting in 
47, and the House again resolved itself into a| that capacity, as his ordinary pay is now detained 
Committee of the Whole on the bill. to that amount. -The amount of the claim is 
Mr. Ne.son then moved to erase the amend- | somewhat upwards of $700.] After considerable 
ment just adopted in the House; which motion, | conversation on the bill, the question in the House 
afier debate, was agreed to; when the bill again | on its passage to a third reading was negatived, . 
came before the House, but before they decided | 44 to 39. 
on it, a motion was made to adjourn, and carried,} The bills for the relief of Thomas Wilson and - 
47 to 44, the relief of Thomas Orr, passed through Com- 
mie af the ee and were ordered to be en- 
rossed for a third reading. 
Fray March 6. j The amendments ntoiueed by the Senate to 
Mr. Lewis presented a memorial of John Ma- | the “bill to alter the time of holding the Circuit 
son, of the District of Columbia, stating the many | Courts of the United States at Knoxville, in the 
inconveniences which would result from the cut-| district of East Tennessee, in the State of Ten- 
ting of a canal around the western end of the cause- | nessee,” were read, and concurred in by the House. 
way leading from Mason’s Island to the Virginia} The House took up the order of the day being 
shore of the Potomac river, and praying that, in| the bill for the relief of General St. Clair. 
case a canal be cut around the said causeway,| The question pending when the House yester- 
the proprietors may be directed to conform to| day adjourned, was negatived, 50 to 44. 
certain stipulations mentioned in the memorial.| ‘The bill having been further amended, on mo- 
Mr. Lewis also presented a petition of the Pre- | tion of Mr. Rorerts, by adding, “if the said sum 
sident and Directors of the Georgetown and Al-j shall be found due to him on a final settlement 
exandria Turnpike Road Company, and a peti-| of his accounts with the United States”—was 
tion of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and | ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Common Council of Georgetown, to the.same| The bill supplementary to the act for raising 
effect with the memorial of John Mason.—Re- | an additional military force, was read a third time 
ferred to the Committee for the District of Col-| and passed. 
umbia. 3 The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
Mr. Jounson presented a resolution of the Gen- | the Whole on the bill from the Senate “ respeet- 
eral Assembly of the State of Kentucky, request- | ing the enrolling anu licensing of steamboats ;* 
ing the Senators and Representatives from that | and, after some time spent therein, the bill was 
State in Congress to use their best exertions to | reported without amendment, and ordered to be 
procure a road to be opened, at the public expense, | read the third time to-day. 
from New Orleans to the State of Kentucky, over| The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
a route designated in the said resolution.—Re-| the Whole, on the bill providing for the removal 
ferred to the Secretary of War. of the causes depending in the respective District 
Mr. Jounson also presented sundry resolutions | Courts of the United States iu case of the disabil- 
of the General Assembly of the State of Kentucky, | ity of the judges thereof. 
upon the subject of the national militia; which| The bill provides * that so much of the act fur- 
were read, and ordered to lie on the table. ther to amend the judicial system of the United 
Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims, | States passed the 28th of March, 1809, as requires 
presented a bill for the relief of John N. Stout;/the application of the district attorney, or mar- 
which was read twice,and committed to a Com- į shal of the district, in writing, to authorize the 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. exercise of the power therein given to a justice 
Mr. GHoLson, from the same committee, also | of the Supreme Court of the United States, shall 
presented a bill for the relief of John S. West;| be and hereby is repealed.” f 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com-| It appeared, from the conversation which took 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. place on this bill, that the District Attorney and 
On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, Marshal of the State of New York, had withheld 
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the written application required by law in an ex- 
isting case of the absence of the judge of that 
district from the State. The object of the bill 
was stated to.be, to make it the duty of the judge 
of the Supreme Court to exercise the powers in 
such case given by law, on satisfactory evidence 
of the absence or inability of the district judge. 

The bill was reported to the House and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


WEST FLORIDA. 


‘Mr. Jounson submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the situation of that part of West Florida 
west of the Perdido river, the possession of which was 
taken under the proclamation of the President of the 
United States on the 27th of October, 1810, and that 
the committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 


Mr. Pitkin inquiring the particular object of 
this motion— 

Mr. Jounson replied that, by the proclamation 
of the President of the United States, the terri- 
tory embraced by the resolution was attached to 
the Orleans Territory. It is well known that the 
constitation of that Territory, in conformity to 
the law of Congress, had arrived, and was now be- 
fore the House. The Territory in question, not 
being included within the limits prescribed for 
the new State, must’ either be attached to some 
other government or included in a separate ad- 
ministration. In addition to this circumstance, 
there were many grievances of which the people 
of that Territory complained, which required in- 
vestigation. He had a number of memorials io 
his possession, the reference of which, at a proper 
time, he would move to that committee. 

The resolution was adopted, and Mr. Jonnson, 
Mr. Pieasanrs, Mr. FRANKLIN, Mr. Sevier, and 
Mr. CHITTENDEN, were appointed the committee. 


TENNESSEE LANDS. 


Mr. Grunpy observed, that the great pressure 
of business of a general nature had heretofore 
prevented him from calling the attention of the 
House toa subject in which a large number of 
his constituents, as well as a portion of the citi- 
zeus of North Carolina, felt a deep interest; that 
in. the ‘act (commonly called the cession act,) 
passed by North Carolina, by which that State 
vested in the United States the western part of 
that State, which now forms the State of Ten- 
nessee—there was a provision, that all the land 
claims then existing against North Carolinashould 
be satisfied by the General Government. Con- 
gress, by accepting the cession, had bound the 
United States to comply with the condition upon 
which the cession was made. Although the Gen- 
eral Government have already done much to- 
wards satisfying those claims, still much remains 
tobe done; and the inquiry I propose to institute 
{said Mr. G.) is for the purpose of showing the 
propriety of taking such stepsas will procure im- 
mediate satisfaction for claims which havealready 
remained too long unsatisfied. It will be proper 
to observe, that the United States at this time 


hold a tract of country in West Tennessee, to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished. 
So far as relates to it, there can be no doubt, but 
Congress ought to act; and as this will produce 
an investigation into the amount of unsatisfied 
claims, when the committee report on this sub- 
ject, the necessity of extinguishing the Indian 
title for-the purpose of satisfying these claims 
will be apparent to that department of the Gov- 
ernment, within whose province it is to make 
treaties with the Indian tribes. Mr. G. observed, 
that the second provision of his resolution would 
be rendered more material, in case the Indian title 
to lands in West Tennessee should not be speed- 
ily extinguished ; and all who had any knowledge 
of the origin of claims in that part of the country 
of which he was speaking, would readily admit 
it. The State of North Carolina, at an early 
period, authorized her citizens who had held claims 
of a particular description against that State, to 
locate lands in that part of the country in satis- 
faction of those claims. Many entries were made; 
the witnesses by whom the objects called for in 
those claims can be proved are but few, and the 
number rapidly diminishing ; besides, even’ the 
objects themselves, on which the validity of many 
titles may depend, may so change in along course 
of years, that the witnesses, if alive, may not be 
able to recognise them. I wish Congress to see 
plainly the true situationiu which those claimauts 
‘are placed, and vo doubt can be entertained but 
that a suitable provision will be made. At pres- 
sent the laws of Congress prohibit any citizen 
from going into that part of the country, or doing 
any act whatever by which the evidence of his 
claim can be preserved. These men are, then, 
placed in this condition: they have paid North 
Carolina for the lands—the United States have 
pledged themselves that they shall be satisfied, 
and Congress by law have prohibited the claim- 
ants from securing those claims, This is certainly 
doing such injustice to fair purchasers, that lam 
persuaded this resolution will not only be adopted, 
but that the objects I have in view will be attained 
as speedily as the existing circumstances of the 
country will admit. 

The following is the resolution offered by Mr. 
Grenpy. which was agreed to: 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be directed to inquire, what further provisions are ne- 
cessary to be made for satisfying such claims to lands, 
within the State of Tennessee, as are recognised by 
the act of cession from the State of North Carolina 
to the United States, and are not at this time located, 
and that they also inquire into the proper steps to be 
taken for perpetuating the testimony and establishing 
the claims to lands heretofore located (agreeably to the 
laws of North Carolina) in that part of the State of 
Tennessee to which the Indian title is not extinguished, 
and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 


FORTIFICATIONS. 

The House took up the Senate’s amendment 
to the bill for the defence of our maritime fron- 
uer. [TFheamendment reduces the appropriation 
from one million to half a million of dollars.] 

Messrs. BuackLepee and Porrrer opposed the 
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amendment on the ground of the inexpediency of 
weakening the defence of our ports. 

The question on concurrence was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 60, nays 50, as follows: | 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Cal- 
houn, Matthew Clay,James Cochran, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Blas Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Felix Grundy, 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett 
Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Joseph Kent, 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathan- 
iel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Wil- 
liam McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Aru- 
nah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thos. 
Newbold, Israel Pickens, James Pleasants, jr., Benja- 
min Pond, Peter B. Porter, John Rhea, John Roane, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Scaver, 
Samuel Shaw, John Smilic, George Smith, John Smith 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, 
Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and Richard 
Winn. 

Naxys—Stevenson Archer, John Baker, Burwell 
Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, Har- 
manus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis 
Condict, John Davenport, jr, Wm. Ely, James Emott, 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles 
Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Richard 
Jackson, jr., William R. King, Lyman Law, Joseph 
Lewis, jr, Peter Little, James Milnor, Jonathan O. 
Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Timothy 
Pitkin, jr, Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, William 
M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Jonathan Roberts, 
Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, Daniel Sheiley, Rich- 
_ard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Samuel Taggart, Benjainin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, 
Charles Turner, jr, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


So the appropriation now stands at $500,000. 


Monpay, March 9. 


Mr. Newton, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill from the Senate “ to promote 
the progress of science and useful arts, by secur- 
ing, for a limited time, to the inventors, the 
exclusive right to their respective discoveries,” 
reported several‘ amendments thereto ; which 
were read, aud, together with the bill, committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Wednesday 
next. 

Mr. Mircuitt presented the petition of George 
Blagden and others, stating that they have claims 
against the United States to a considerable 
amount for work done on both wings of the Cap- 
itol. under contracts made with the Superintendent 
of Public Buildings; praying that some provision 

_ may be made for the payment of the same.—Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


UNCHARTERED BANKS. 


Mr. GnoLrson said, he had been informed, 
through the newspapers and other channels en- 
titled to his confidence, that an association was 
forming in the town of Alexandria to establish 


an additional bank in that place withouta charter 
of incorporation, provided the petition which had 
been presented to the other branch of the Legis- 
lature for one should fail. Hesaid that no mem- 
ber would more cheerfully than himself grant to 
that association a bank charter, if the propriety 
or utility of such a measure could be shown. He, 
however, had always been decidedly opposed to 
the establishment of banks without legal author- 
ity. Many parts of the Union had, he believed, 
suffered from the inundation of paper emitted by 
unauthorized institutions of this sort. He was 
unwilling that this District should participate of 
such an evil. He would therefore submit to the 
House the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of prohibiting within said District the circulation of the 
notes of any bank not established by law, and that they 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. f 

Mr. LiTTLE moved that the resolution lie on 
the table ; as he was informed that the associa- 
tion to which the gentieman had alluded, was 
about applying for a charter. ; 

The motion of Mr. GHotson was opposed by 
Mr. Arson on the ground of the impropriety of 
Congress legislating on this subject, unless, in- 
deed, it were to make every individual responsi- 
ble for the notes of the bank, &c. It was support- 
ed by Mr. Basserr, who deprecated the. oxer- 
whelming torrent of bank paper, which flooded 
the country, which’might eventually much injure 
those planters of Virginia or Maryland who should 
place confidence in the paper of uncirartered banks, 
and by the insolvency of such institutions be left 
without redress. 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


BRITISH INTRIGUES. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE Unirep Srares: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress copies of certain documents 
which remain in the Department of State. They 
prove that at a recent period, whilst the United States, 
notwithstanding the wrongs sustained by them, ceased 
not to observe the laws of peace and neutrality towards 
Great Britain, and in the midst of amicable professions 
and negotiations on the part of the British Government, 
through its public Ministers here, a secret agent of that 
Government was employed in certain States, more es- _ 
pecially at the seat of Government in Massachusetts, 
in fomenting disaffection to the constituted authorities 
of the nation; and in intrigucs with the disaffected for 
the purpose of bringing about resistance to the laws; 
and cyentually, in concert with a British force, of de- 
stroying the Union and forming the Eastern part there- 
of into a political connexion with Great Britain. 

In addition to the effect which the discovery of such 
a procedure ought to have on the Publie Councils, it 
will not fail to render more dear to the hearts of all good 
citizens that happy Union of these States, which, under 
Divine Providence, is the guarantee of their liberties, 
their safety, their tranquillity, and their prosperity. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Manca 9, 1812. 
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Mr. Henry to Mr, Monroe. | 
Purrapzxenia, February 20, 1812. i 


Sın: Much observation and experience have con- ; 
vinced me, that the injuries and insults with which the 
United States have been so long and so frequently | 
visited, and which cause their present emburrassment, | 
have been owing to an opinion entertained by foreign | 
States, “ that in any measure tending to wound their | 
pride, or provoke their hostility, the Government of i 

this country could never induce a great majority of its ' 
citizens to concur.”—-And as many of the evils which 
flow from the influence of this opinion on the policy of 
foreign nations, may be removed by any act that can 
_ produce unanimity among all parties in America, I vol- ! 


untarily tender to you, sir, such means, as I possess, į 
towards promoting so desirable and important an oh- | 
ject; which, if accomplished, cannot fail to extinguish, | 
perhaps forever, those expectations abroad, which may 
protract indefinitely an accommodation of existing dif- 
ferences, and check the progress of industry and pros- 
perity in this rising Empire. 

T have the honor totransmit herewith the documents 
and correspondence relating to an important mission 
in which I was employed by Sir James Craig, the late 


No. 1. 


! Mr. Ryland, Secretary to Sir James Craig, late Gov- 


ernor General of the British Provinces in North 

America, to Mr. Henry. 
Application to undertake the Mission to the United 

States. 
[Most secret and confidential] 
Quenec, January 26, 1809. 

My Dean Sır: The extraordinary state of things at 
this time in the neighboring States has suggested to 
the Governor-in-Chief the idea of employing you on a 
secret and confidential mission to Boston, provided an 
arrangement can be made to meet the important end 
in view, without throwing an absolute obstacle in the 
way of your professional pursuits. The information 
and political observations heretofore received from you 
were transmitted by his Excellency to the Secretary 
of State, who has expressed his particular approbation 
of them; and there is no doubt that your able execu- 
tion of such a mission as I have suggested, would give 
you a claim, not only on the Governor General, but 
on His Majesty’s Ministers, which might eventually 
contribute to your advantage. You willhave the good- 
i ness, therefore, to acquaint me, for his Excellency’s 


Governor General of the British Provinces in North | information, whether you could make it convenient to 
America, in the Winter of the year 1809. engage in a mission of this nature, and what pecuni- 
The publication of these papers will demonstrate a | ary assistance would be requisite to enable you to 


fact not less valuable than the good already proposed ; it | undertake it, without injury to yourself. 
will prove that no reliance ought to be placed on the 

professions of good faith of an Administration, which, | 
by a series of disastrous events, has-fallen into such | 
hands as a Castlereagh, a Wellesley, or a Liverpool— 
T should rather say into the hands of the stupid subal- 
terns, to whom the pleasures and the indolence of those 
Ministers have consigned it. 

Tn contributing to the good of the United States by 
an exposition which cannot (I think) fail to solve and 
melt all division and disunion among its citizens, I 
flatter myself with the fond expectation that when it is 
made public in England it will add one great motive to 
the many that already exist, to induce that nation to 
withdraw its confidence from men whose political 
career is a fruitful source of injury and embarrassment 
in America; of injustice and misery in Ireland; of | 
distress and apprehension in England; and con- 
tempt everywhere. In making this communication 
to you, sir, I deem it incumbent on me distinctly and 
unequivocally to state that I adopt no party views; 
that I have not changed any of my political opinions; 
that I neither seek nor desire the patronage nor coun- 
tenance of any Government nor of any party ; and that, 
in addition to the motives already expressed, I am influ- | 
enced by a just resentment of the perfidy and dishonor | 


At present, it is only necessary for me to add, that 
the Governor would furnish you with a cipher for. car- 
trying on your correspondence; and that, in case the 
leading party in any of the States wished to open a 
communication with this Government, their views might 
be communicated through you. 

I am, with great truth and regard, my dear sir, your 
most faithful, humble servant, 

HERMAN W. RYLAND. 

Joux Hxxnr, Esq. 


No. 2. 
General Instructions from Sir J. H. Craig to Mr. Henry, 
respecting his Secret Mission. 


His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief’s Instructions 
to ‘ir. Henry, of February, 1809. 
[Most secret and confidential.] 
Qcesxc, February 6, 1809. 

Srn: As you have so readily undertaken the service 
which I have suggested to you, as being likely to be 
attended with much benefit to the public interests, I 
am to request, that, with your earliest convenience, you 
will proceed to Boston. 

The principal object that I recommend to your atten: 


of those who first violated the conditions upon which I ! tion, is, the endeavor to obtain the most accurate infor- 
received their confidence ; who have injured me and j mation of the true state of affairs in that part of the 
disappointed the expectations of my friends, and left me ! Union, which, from its wealth, the number ot its inhab- 
no choice but between a degrading acquiescence in in- | itants, and the known intelligence and ability of several 
justice, and a retaliation which is necessary to secure _ of its leading men, must naturally possess a very con- 
to me my own respect. siderable influence over, and will indeed probably lead 

This wound will be felt where itis merited; and if; the other Eastern States of America in the part that 
Sir James Craig still live, his share of the pain will ex- į they may take at this important crisis. 


cite no sympathy among those who are at all in the | 
secret of our connexion. : 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient ser- ! 


vant, &c. l 
J. HENRY. 


To Hon. James Monnoz, 
Secretary of State, fe. i i 


| which 


I shall not pretend to point out to you the mode by 


j whica you will be most likely to obtain this important 


information ; your own judgment, and the connexions 
you may have in the town, must be your guide. 
I think it, however, necessary to put you on your guard 
against the sanguineness of an aspiring party. The 
Federalists, as I understand, have at all times discov- 
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ered a leaning to this disposition ; and their beingunder | [Copies of the letters from Mr. Henry to Sir James 
its particular influence, at this moment, is the more to! Craig, relative to his mission to the United States, in 
be expected, from their having no ill-founded ground | the year 1809.] 

for their hopes of being nearer the attainment of their 


. No. 1. - 

object than they have been for some years past. A 
Tn the general terms which I have made use of in Answer to the Ee E Ryland, propos 

describing the object which I recommend to your atten- mg okie 

tion, it is scarcely necessary that I should observe, I i MoxnTREAL, Jan. 31, 1809. 


include the state of the public opinion, both with regard | Sır :.I have to acknowledge the favor of your letter 
to their internal politics, and to the probability of a war | of the 26th instant, written by the desire of his Excel- 
with England; the comparative strength of the two! lency, the Governor-in-Chief, and hasten to express, 
great parties into which the country is divided, and the | through you, to his Excellency, my readiness to com- 
views and designs of that which may ultimately prevail. | Ply with his wishes. eee i 
It has been supposed, that, if the Federalists of thal S I need not add how very flattering it is to receive 
Eastern States should be successful in obtaining that | '¥0™ His Excellency the assurance of the approbation 
decided influence, which may enable them to direct the j of His Mujesty’s Secretary of State; for the very hum- 
public opinion, it is not improbable, that, rather than ! ble services that I may have rendered. 
submit to a continuance of the difficulties and distress | _ If the nature of the service in which I am to be en- 
to which they are now subject, they will exert that} gaged will require no other disbursements than for my 
infuence to brine about à separation from the general individual expenses, I do not apprehend that these can 
Union. The earliest information on this subject may exceed iny private resources. J f f : 
be of great consequence to our Government, as it may I shall be ready to take my departure before my in- 
also be, that it should be informed how far, in such an} ®!"uctions can be ae out. aoa 
event, they would look up to England for assistance, I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 


: ; 5 : J. H. 
or be disposed to enter into a connexion with us. 

Although it would be highly inexpedient that you H. W. Rrraxn, Esq., Secretary, §e. ° 
should in any manner appear as an avowed agent, yet, | No, 2. 


if you could. contrive to obtain an intimacy with any | - a ; x ; 
of The leading party, it may not be inpraper that aon To His pele ie 3 aay a ig ua 
should insinuate, (though with great caution,) that, if a i Aea EE Rt E 
they should wish to enter into any communication with Morrxrat, Feb. 10, 1809. 
our Government, through me, you are authorized to | Sın : Ihave the honor to acknowledge the roceipt of 
receive any such, and will safely transmit it to me. | your Excellency’s letter of instructions, the letter of 
And as it may not be impossible that they should require credence, and the cipher for carrying. on my corre- 
some document, by which they may be assured that ; spondence. I have bestowed much pains upon the 
you are really in the situation in which you represent cipher, and am, notwithstanding this, deficient in somè 
yourself, I enclose a credential to be produced in that points which might enable me to understand it clearly. 
view. But, I most particularly enjoin and direct that į I have compared the example with my own exemplifi- 
you do not make any usc of this paper, unless a desire | cation of the cipher, and find a difference in the re- 
to that purpose should be expressed, and unless you | sults; and as the present moment seems favorable to 
see good ground for expecting that the doing so may | the interference of His Majesty’s Government in the 
| 


lead to a more confidential communication than you | Measures pursued by the Federal party in the North- 
can otherwise look for. | ern States, and more especially as the Assembly of Mas- 
In passing through the State of Vermont, you will sachusetts is now in session, Í think it better to set 
of course exert your endeavors to procure all the infor- forward immediately, than wait for any further expla- 
mation that the short stay you will probably make | nation of the means of carrying on a secret correspond- 
there will admit of. You will use your own discretion | ence, which the frequency of safe private conveyances 
as to delaying your journey with this view, more or | t° Canada will rencer almost wholly e Toke 
less, in proportion to your prospects of obtaining any | Should it, however, be necessary at any time, take 
information of consequence. | leave to suggest that the index alone furnishes a very 
I request to hear from you as frequently as possible, : safe and simple mone a it as is a number for 
and as letters directed to me might excite suspicion, it | every letter in the alphabet, and particular numbers 
may be as well that you put them under cover to Mr. | for particular phrases ; so that when I do not find in the 
, and as even the addressing letters always to the | index the particular word I want, I can spell it with 
game person might attract notice, T recommend your | the figures which stand sey tee to the eet For 
sometimes addressing your packet to the Chief Justice | example, if L want to say that troops are at A lbany,” 
here, or occasionally, though seldom, to Mr. Ryland, | I find under the letter T, that No. 16 stands for “troops, 
, $ > s ’ Ryland, |> re F : : A 
but never with the addition of his official description. | 28d number 125 for “Albany; the intervening words 


| i Š À : , 
I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, | “are at” I supply by figures corresponding with the 
Joun HENRY, Esq. J. H. CRAIG | letters in these words. 


| It will be necessary to provide against accident by 
_ į addressing the letters to Mr. , of Montreal, with a 
Copy of the “ credential” given by Sir James Craig | small mark on the corner of the envelope, which he 
to Mr. Henry. | will understand. When he receives it he will then 

The bearer, Mr, John Henry, is employed by me, | address the enclosure to your Excellency, aud send it 
and full confidence may be placed in him for any com- | from Montreal by mail, I will be careful not to address 
munication which any person may wish to make to me | your Excellency in the body of the letter, nor sign my 
in the business committed to him. In faith of which | name to any of them. They will be merely designated 

| 


I have given him this under my hand and seal at Que- | by the initials A.B. , 
bec, the 6th day of February, 1809. | If this mode should, in any respect, appear excep- 
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Excellency’s most obedient servant, &c. J. H. 
No. 3. 


Burirneton, (Vt) Feb. 14, 1809. 

Sır: I have remained here two days in order fully 
to ascertain the progress of the arrangements hereto- 
fore inade for organizing an efficient opposition to the 
General Government, as well as to become acquainted 
with the opinions of the leading people relative to the 
measures of that party which has the ascendant in the 
National Councils. 

On the subject of the embargo laws there seems to 
be but one opinion : namely, that they are unnecessary, 
oppressive, and unconstitutional. It must also be ob- l 
served, that the execution of them is so invidious as to ! 
attract toward the officers of Government the enmity | 
of the people, which is of course transferable to the 
Government itself; so that, in case the State of Massa- 
chusctts should take any bold step toward resisting the 
execution of these laws, it is highly probable that it! 
may calculate upon the hearty co-operation of the peo- 
ple of Vermont. 

I learn that the Governor of this State is now visit- 
ing the towns in the northern section of it, and makes 
no secret of his determination, as Commander-in-Chief 
of the militia, ‘to refuse obedience to any command 
from. the General Government which can tend to inter- 
rupt‘the good understanding: that prevails between the 
citizens of Vermont and His Majesty’s subjects in Can- 
ada. It is further intimated that, in case of a war, he 
will use his influence to preserve this State neutral, and 
resist, with all the force he can command, any attempt 
to make ita party. I need not add that, if these reso- 
lutions are carried into effect, the State of Vermont 
may be considered as an ally of Great Britain. 

‘Yo what extent the sentiments which prevail in this 
quarter exist in the neighboring States, or even in the 
eastern section of this State, 1am not able to conjec- 
ture. I only say with certainty, that the leading men | 
of the Federal party act in concert ; and therefore in- 
fer that a common sentiment pervades the whole body 
throughout New England. 

I have seen a letter from a gentleman now in Wash- 
ington to his correspondent in this place; and, as its 
contents may serve to throw some light on passing 
events there, I shall send either the original, or a copy, 
with this despatch. The writer of the letter is a man 
of character and veracity ; and, whether competent or 
not to form correct opinions himself, is probably within 
the reach of all the knowledge that can be obtained by 
the party to which he belongs. 

It appears by his statement that there is a very form- | 


| 
| 
| 
i 
H 
| 
[ 
i 
| 
i 


| the belief, that the dissolution of the Confederacy will 


be accelerated by the spirit which now actuates both 
political parties. Iam, &c. : 


No. 4. 


Wiınnsor, (Vt) Feb. 19, 1809. 


Sır: My last (No. 3) was written at Burlington, 
the principa! town in the northern part of the State of 
Vermont. I am now at the principal town in the 
eastern section. 

The fallacy of men’s opinions, when they act under 
the influende of sensibility, and are strongly excited by 
those hopes which always animate a rising party, led 
me to doubt the correctness of the opinions which I 
received in the northern section of this State; which 
from its contiguity to Canada and necessary inter- 
course with Montreal, has a stronger interest in pro- 
moting a good understanding with His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment. Therefore, since my departure from Bur- 
lington, I have sought every favorable occasion of con- 
versing with the Democrats on the probable result of 
the policy adopted by the General Government. The 
difference of opinion is thus expressed. The Federal 
party declare that, in the event of a war, the State of 
Vermont will treat separately for itself with Great Brit- 
ain; and support to the utmost the’ stipulations into 
which it may enter, without any regard to the policy 
of the General Government. The Democrats, on the 
other hand, assert, that in such a case as that contem- 
plated, the people would be nearly divided into equal 
numbers; one of which would support the Govern- 
ment, if it could be done without involving the people 
in a civil war, but, at all events, would risk everything 
in preference to a coalition with Great Britain. This 
difference of opinion is not to be wholly ascribed to the 
prejudices of party. The pcople in the eastern section 
of Vermont are not operated upon by the same hopes 
and fears as those on the borders of the British colony. 
They are not dependent on Montreal for the sale of 
their produce nor the supply of foreign commodities. 
They are not apprehensive of any serious dangers or 
inconvenience from a state of war; and although they 
admit that the Governor, Council, and three-fourths of 
the representation in Congress are of the Federal party, 
yet they do not believe thatthe State would stand alone 
and resist the National Government. They do not, 
however, deny that, should the State of Vermont con- 
tinue to be represented as it is at présent, it would in 
all probability unite with the neighboring States in any 
serious plan of resistance to a war which it might seem 
expedient to adopt. This, I think, is the safer opinion 
for you to rely on; if, indeed, reliance ought to be 


idable majority in Congress on the side of the Admin- ; placed on any measure depending upon the will of the 
istration ; notwithstanding which, there is every rea- | rabble, which is cver changing, and must ever be 
son to hope, that the Northern States, in their distinct | marked with ignorance, caprice, and inconsistency. 


capacity, will unite, and resist, by force, a war with | 
Great Britain. In what mode this resistance will first | 
show itself is probably not yet determined upon; and ; 
may, in some measure, depend upon the reliance that 
the leading men.may place upon assurances of support 
from His Majesty’s representative in Canada; and as 
I shall. be on the spot to tender this whenever the mo- 
ment arrives that it can. be done with effect, there is no 


As the crisis approaches, the difficulty of deciding upon 
a hazardous alternative will increase ; and, unfortu- 
nately, there is not in Vermont any man of command- 
ing talents capable of attracting general confidence, of 
infusing into the people his own spirit; and, amidst 
the confusion of conflicting opinions, dangers, and com- 
motion, competent to lead in the path of duty or safe- 
j ty. The Governor is an industrious, prudent man, and 


doubt that all their measures may be made subordinate ; has more personal influence than any other; but his 
to the.intentions of His Majesty’s Government. Great | abilities are not suited to the situation in which a civil 
pains are taken by the men of talents and intelligence | war would place him. Tam, &c. A.B 
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Amuznst, (N. H.,) Feb..23, 1809. 

Sin: A gentleman going direct to Canada affords a 
safe and favorable opportunity of giving you some fur- 
ther account of my progress. 

I will not make use of the post offices when I can 
avoid it, because private occasions supersede the ne- 
cessity of writing in cipher; and the contempt of de- 
cency and principles, which forms part of the morals 
of the subaltern officers of a democracy, would incline 
them to break a seal with the same indifference that 
they break their words, when either curiosity or inter- 
est is to be indulged. . 

1 have not had sufficient time nor evidence to enable 


alarmed at the menacing attitude of the Northern 
States. But, although it is believed that there is no 
probability of an immediate war, yet no doubts are en- 
tertained that Mr. Madison will fall upon some new 
expedients to bring about hostilities. What these may 
| be, can only be deduced from what appears to be prac- 
ticable. A non-intercourse with England and France 
will probably supersede the embargo; which, by open- 
ing with the rest of Europe a partial, legitimate com- 
merce, and offering strong temptations to that which 
is illegal, will expose the vessels to capture, detention, 
and embarrassment; will justify the present policy, 
and produce such a degree of irritation and resentment 
as will enable the Government of this country to throw 


me to form any opinion for mysclf, of the lengths to | the whole blame and responsibility of war from its own 


which the Federal party will carry their opposition to 
the National Government in the event of a war; much 
may be inferred from the result of the election of Gov- 
ernors which, within two months, will be made in the 
States of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode 
Island. From all I know, and all f can learn of the 
General Government, I am not apprehensive of an im- 
mediate war. The embargo is the favorite measure ; 
and it is probable that other means will be employed to 
excite England to commit some act of hostility, for the 
sole purpose of placing the responsibility of war on 
that country. This I most particularly recommend to 
the consideration of Ministers. The dread of opposi- 
tion, and of the loss of popularity, will certainly keep 
the ruling party at Washington inactive. ‘They will 
risk anything but the loss of power; and they are well 
aware, that their power would pass away with the first 
ealamity which their measures might bring upon the 
common people, from whom that power emanates, un- 
less, indeed, they could find a sufficient excuse in the 
conduct of Great Britain. This impression cannot be 
too deeply felt by His Majesty’s Ministers; nor too 
widely spread throughout the British nation. It will 
furnish a sure guide in-every policy that may be adopt- 
ed toward the United States. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


No. 6. 


Boston, Murch 5, 1809. 
Sır: Iam favored with another opportunity of writ- 


A. B. 


ing to you by a private conveyance ; and think it prob- | 


able, at this season, that the frequency of these will 
render it unnecessary to write to you in cipher. 

It does not yet appear necessary that I should dis- 
cover to any person the purpose of my visit to Boston ; 
nor is it probable that I shall be compelled, for the sake 
of gaining more knowledge of the arrangements of the 
Federal party in these States, to avow inyself as a reg- 
ular authorized agent of the British Government, even 
to those individuals who would feel equally bound with 
myself to preserve, with the utmost inscrutability, so 
important a secret from the public eye. I have suffi- 


\ shoulders upon those of the British Ministry. If, in 
this, the party attached to France should calculate with 
correctness, and the commerce of New England should. 

| greatly suffer, the merchants, being injured and dis- 

| couraged, would not only acquiesce in the restrictive 

: system, but even submit to war. On the other hand, 

| should the small traffic, permitted by a non-intercourse 

| law, be lucrative aud uninterrupted, the people would 
| be clamorous for more, and soon compel the Govern- 

j ment to restore the friendly relations between the two 

| countries. : . 

While I offer my opinion upon this subject, I cannot 
but express a strong hope that, if any terms should be 
proposed by either Government, to which the other 

| might think proper to accede, that a principal motive 

‘to the adjustment of differences should be understood 

| to arise from the amicable disposition of the Eastern 
States, particularly of the State of Massachusetts. This, 
as it would increase the popularity of the friends of 
Great Britain, could not fail to promote her interests. 
Tf it could not be done formally and officially, nor in a 
correspondence between -Ministers, still, perhaps, the 
administration in the Parliament of Great Britain might 
take that ground, and the suggestion would find its 
way into the papers both in England and America. 

| It cannot be too frequently repeated, that this coun. 
try can only be governed and directed by the influence 
of opinion, as there is nothing permanent in its politi- 
cal institutions; nor are the populace, under any cit- 

| cumstances, to be relied on, when measures become 

| inconvenient and burdensome. I will soon write again, 

and am yours, &c. A. B. 

(In cipher.) No. 7. 
Bosrox, March 7, 1809. 
Sın: Ihave now ascertained, with as much accu- 
racy as possible, the course intended to be pursued by 
the party in Massachusetts that is opposed to the meas- 
| ures and politics of the Administration of the General 
Government. 

|  Thave already given a decided opinion that a declar- 

| ation of war is not to be expected; but, contrary to all 
reasonable calculation, should the Congress possess 


cient means of information to enable me to judge of | spirit and independence enough to place their popu- 


the proper period for offering the co-operation of Great 
Britain, and opening a correspondence between the 
Governor General of British America, and those indi- 
viduals who, from the part they take in the opposition 
to the National Government, or the influence they may 
possess in any new order of things that may grow out 
of the present differences, should be qualified to act on 
behalf of the Northern States. An apprehension of 
any such state of things as is pre-supposed by these 
remarks, begins to subside, since it has appeared, by the 
conduct of the General Government, that it is seriously 


larity in jeopardy by so strong a measure, the Legista- 
ture of Massachusetts will give the tone to the neigh- 
boring States, will declare itself permanent until a new 
election of members, invite a Congress, to be composed 
of delegates from the Federal States, and crect a sepa- 
rate Government for their common defence and com- 
mon interest. This Congress would probably begin by 
abrogating the offensive laws, and adopting a plan for 
the maintenance of the power and authority thus as- 
sumed. They would, by such an act, be ina condi- 
tion to make or receive proposals from Great Britain ; 
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and I should seize the first moment to open a corre- 
spondence with your Excellency. Scarcely any other 
aid would be necessary, and perhaps none required, 
than a few vessels of war from the Halifax station, to 
protect the maritime towns frum the little Navy which 
is at the disposal of the National Government. What 
permanent connexion between Great Britain and this 
section of the Republic would grow out of a civil com- 
motion, such as might be expected, no person is pre- 
pared to describe; but it seems that a strict alliance 
must result of necessity. At present the opposition 
party confine their calculations merely to resistance ; 
and I can assure you that, at this moment, they do not 
frecly entertain the project of withdrawing the Eastern 
States from the Union, finding it a very unpopular 
topic; although a course of events, such as I have al- 
ready mentioned, would inevitably produce an incura- 
ble alienation of the New England from the Southern 
States. 

The truth is, the common people have so long re- 
garded the Constitution of the United States with com- 
placency, that they are now only disposed in this quar- 
ter to treat it like a truant mistress, whom they would, 
for a time, put away on a separate maintenance, but, 
without further and greater provocation, would not ab- 
solutely repudiate. 

It will soon be known in what situation public affairs 
are to remain until the meeting of the New Congress 
in May, at which time, also, this Legislature will again 
assemble. The two months that intervene will be a pe- 
riod of much anxiety. 

In all I have written I have been careful not to make 
any impression analogous to the enthusiastic confidence 
entertained by the opposition, nor to the hopes and ex- 
pectations that animate the friends of an alliance be- 
tween the Northern States and Great Britain. 

I have abstracted myself from all the sympathies 
these are calculated toinspire ; because, notwithstand- 
ing that I feel the utmost confidence in the integrity 
of intention of the leading characters in this political 
drama, I cannot forget that they derive their power 
from a giddy, inconstant multitude; who, unless in 
the instance under consideration they form an excep- 
tion to all general rules and experience, will act incon- 
sistently and absurdly. Iam yours, &c. 

‘ A. B. 


No. 8. 


Bosrox, March 9, 1809. 

Sig: In my letter No. 6, I took the liberty to express 
my opinion of the probable effect of the non-intercourse 
law, intended to he enacted; and of the mode hy which 
Great Britain may defeat the real intention of the 
American Government in passing it. But as this sort 
of impunity recommended might, jn its application to 
every species of commerce that would be carried on, 


be deemed by Great Britain a greater evil than war | 


itself, a middle course might easily be adopted, which 
would deprive France of the benefits resulting from an 
intercourse with America, without, in any great de- 
gree, irritating the maritime States. 

The high price of all American produce in France 
furnishes a temptation which mercantile avarice will 
be unable to resist. The consequence is obvious. But 
if, instead of condemning the vessels and cargoes which 
may be arrested in pursuing this prohibited commerce, 
they should be compelled to go into a British port, and 


lawful voyage, the British cruisers should treat the 
American ships in this manner, their owners would, in 
the present state of the European markets, think them- 
selves very fortuuate, as it would save them the trou- 
ble and expense of landing them in a neutral port, and 
from thence reshipping them to England, now the best 
market in Europe for the produce of this country. 
The Government of the United States would probably 
complain, and Bonaparte become peremptory; but 
even that would only tend to render the opposition in 
the Northern States more resolute, and accelerate the 
dissolution of the confederacy. The generosity and 
justice of Great Britain would be extolled; and the 
commercial States exult in the success of individuals 
over a Government inimical to commerce, and to whose 
measures they can no longer submit with patient ac- 
quicscence. ‘I'he elections are begun; and I presume 
no vigilance or industry will be reiitted to insure the 
success of the Federal party. I am, &c. 
A. B. 

P. S. Intelligence has reached Boston that a non- 
intercourse law has actually passed, and that Martin- 
ique has surrendered to British forces. 


No. 9. 


Boston, March 13, 1809. 

Sır: You will perceive, from the accounts that will 
reach you in the public papers, both from Washington 
and Massachusetts, that the Federalists of. the North- 
ern States have succeeded in making the Congress be- 
lieve that, with uch an opposition as they would make 
to the General Government, a war must be confined to 
their own territory, and might be even too much for 
that Government to sustain. The consequence is, that, 
after all the parade and menaces with which the ses- 
sion commenced, it has been suffered to end without 
carrying into effect any of the plans of the Adminis- 
tration, except the interdiction of commercial inter- 
course with England and France, an event that was 
anticipated in my former letters. 

Under what new circumstances the Congress will 
mect in May, will depend on the State elections and 
the changes that may in the mean time take place in 
Europe. With regard to Great Britain, she can scarce- 
ly mistake her true policy in relation to America. If 
peace be the first object, every act which can irritate 
the maritime States ought to be avoided, because the 
prevailing disposition of these will generally be suffi- 
cient to keep the Government from hazarding any hos- 
tile measures. If a war between America and France 
be the grand desideratum, something more must be 
done: an indulgent and conciliatory policy must he 
adopted, which will leave the Democrats without a pre- 
text for hostilities; and Bonaparte, whose passions are 
too hot for delay, will probably compel this Government 
to decide which of the two great belligerents is to be 
itsenemy. To bring about a separation of the States, 
under distinct and independent Governments, is an 
| affair of more uncertainty, and, however desirable, can- 
| not be effected but by a series of acts and a Jong con- 
| tinued policy tending to irritate the Southern and con- 
| ciliate the Northern people. ‘The former are agricul- 

tural, the latter a commercial people. The mode of 
cherishing and depressing either is too obvious to 
require illustration. ‘This, I am aware, is an object of 
much interest in Great Britain, as it would forever sc- 
cure the integrity of His Majesty's possessions on this 


there permitted to sell them, I think the friends of | Continent, and make the two Governments, or what- 


England in these States would not utter a complaint. 
Indeed, I have no doubt that if, in the prosecution of a 


ever number the present confederacy might form into, 
as useful and as much subject to the influence of Great 
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Britain as her Colonies can be rendered. But it is an 
cbject only to be attained by slow and circumspect 
progression, and requires, for its consummation, more 
attention to the affairs which agitate and excite parties 
in this country than Great Britain has yet bestowed 
upon it. i 

An unpopular war, that is, a war produced by the 
hatred and prejudices of one party, but against the 
consent of the other party, can alone produce a sudden 
separation of any section of this country from the com- 
mon head. 

At all events, it cannot be necessary to the preserva- 
tion of peace that Great Britain should make any 
great concession at the present moment, more especi- 
ally, as the more important changes that occur in Eu- 
rope might render it inconvenient for her to adhere to 
any stipulations in favor of neutral maritime nations. 

Although the non-intercourse law affords but a very 
partial relief to the people of this country from the evils 
of that entire suspension of commerce to which they 
have reluctantly submitted for some time past, I lament 
the repeal of the embargo, because il was calculated to 
accelerate the progress of these States towards a revo- 
lution that would Lave pat an end to the only Repub- 
lic that remains to prove that a Government founded 
on political equality can exist in a season of trial and 
difficulty, or is calculated to insure either security or 
happiness to a people. Iam, &c. 

. A. B. 
No. 10. 


Boston, March 29, 1809. 

Sir: Since my letter of the 13th, nothing has occur- 
red which I thought worthy of a communication. 

The last weeks of this month, and the first of April, 
will be occupied in the election of Governors and other 
executive officers in the New England States. 

The Federal candidate in New Hampshire is already 
elected by a majority of about one thousand votes. His 
competitor was a man of large fortune, extensive con- 
nexions, and inoffensive manners, 'These account for 
the smallness of the majority. 

In Connecticut no change is necessary, and none is 
to be apprehended. 

In Rhode Island it is of no consequence of what 
party the Governor is a member, as he has neither civil 
nor military power, being mercly President of the 
Council. 

In Massachusetts it is certain that the Federal can- 
didate will succecd. 

A few weeks will be sufficient in order to determine 
the relative strength of parties, and convince Mr. 
Madison that a war with Great Britain is not a meas- 
ure upon which he dare venture. Since the plan of 
an organized opposition to the projects of Mr. Jeffer- 
son was put into operation, the whole of the New 
England States have transferred their political power 
to his political enemies; and the reason that he has 
still so many adherents is, that those who consider the 


only truo policy of America to consist in the cultiva- | 


tion of peace, have still great confidence that nothing 
can force him (or his successor, who acts up to his 
system, or rather is governed by it,) to consent to war. 
They consider all the menaces and “dreadful note of 
preparation” to he a mere finesse, intended only to 
obtain concessions from England on_cheap terms. 


From every sort of evidence, I confess I am myself of | 


the same opinion, and am fully persuaded that this 
farce, which has been acting at Washington, will ter- 
minate in a full proof of the imbecility and spiritless 


temper of the actors. A war attempted without the 
concurrence of both parties, and the general consent of 
the Northern States, which constitute the bone and 
muscle of the country, must commence without hope, 
and end in disgrace. It should, therefore, be the 
peculiar care of Great Britain to foster divisions: be- 
tween the North and South, and, by succeeding in 
this, she may carry into effect her own projects in. 
| Europe, with a total disregard of the resentments of 
A.B. 


the democrats of this country. I am,-&c. 


No. il. 


Boston, April 13, 1809. 

Sr: I send to Mr. R a pamphlet entitled 
“ Suppressed Documents.” The notes and comménts 
were written hy the gentleman who has written the 
analysis which I sent by a former conveyance. These 
works have greatly contributed to excite the fears of 
the men of talents and property, who now prefer the 
chance of maintaining their party by open resistance 
and a final separation, to an alliance with France and a 
war with England; so that, should the Government 
unexpectedly, and contrary to all reasonable calcula- 
tion, attempt to involve the country in a measure of 
that nature, I am convinced (now that the elections 
have all terminated favorably) that none of the New 
England States would be a partyin it. But, as I 
have repeatedly written, the General Government does 
not seriously entertain any such desire or intention. 
| Had the majority in the New England States con- 
tinued to approve of the public measures, it is ex- 
tremely probable that Great Britain would now have 
to choose between war and concession. But the as- 
| pect of things in this respect is changed, and_a war 
would produce an incurable alienation of the Eastern 
States, and bring the whole country in subordination 
to the interests of England, whose navy would pre- 
scribe and enforce the terms upon which the commer- 
cial States should carry, and the agricultural States 
| export, their surplus produce. All this is as well 
known to the democrats as to the other party; there- 
fore, they will avoid a war, at least until the whole 
‘nation is unanimous for it. Still, when we consider of 
| what materials the Government is formed, it is impos- 
| sible to speak with any certainty of their measures. 
The past Administration, in every transaction, presents 
to the mind only a muddy commixture of folly, weak- 
ness, and duplicity. ‘The spell by which the nations 
of Europe have been rendered inert and inefficient, 
when they attempted to shake it off, has stretched its 
[te peop across the Atlantic, and made a majority of 


a 


the people of these States alike blind to duty and to 
their true interests. I am, &c. A. B. 


No. 12. 


i Bostox, April 26, 1809. 

| Sinz Since my letter No. 11, I have had but little 

l to communicate. 

! Ihave not yet been able to ascertain, with sufficient 

accuracy, the relative strength of the two parties in the 

! legislative bodies in New England. 

| ‘In all of these States, however, Governors have been 

| clected out of the Federal party, and even the South- 

tern papers indicate an unexpected augmentation of 
Federal members in the next Congress. 

| The correspondence between Mr. Erskine and the 

Secretary of State at Washington you will have seen 

‘before this can reach you. It has given much satis- 

| faction to the Federal party here, because it promises 
an exemption from the evil most feared, (a war with 
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England,) and justifies their partiality towards Great 
‘Britain, which they maintain was founded upon a full 
‘conviction of her justice, and sincere disposition to pre- 
serve peace. Even the democrats affect to be satisfied 
‘with it; because, as they insist, it proves the efficac 
of the restrictive system of Mr. Jefferson. i 

But the great benefit that will probably result from 
it will be, that Bonaparte mày be induced to force this 
‘country from her neutral position. Baffled in his at- 
tempts to exclude from the Continent the manufactures 
of Great Britain, he will most likely confiscate all 
American property in his dominions and dependencies, 
and declare war: Nothing could more than this con- 
tribute to give influence and stability to the British 
party. The invidious occurrences of the rebellion 
would be forgotten in the resentment of the people 
against France, and they would soon be weaned from 
that attachment to her which is founded on the aid 
that was rendered to separate from the mother country. 
While Great Britain waits for this natural, I might say 
necessary, result of the negotiation, would it not be 
extremely inexpedient ‘to conclude a treaty with the 
American Government? Every sort of evidence and 
experience prove that the democrats consider their po- 
litical ascendancy in a great measure dependent on 
the hostile spirit that they can keep alive towards 
Great Britain, and recent events demonstrate that their 
conduct will be predicated upon that conviction ; it is, 
therefore, not to be expected that they will meet, with 
corresponding feelings, a sincere disposition ‘on the 
part of Englund to adjust all matters in dispute. They 
are at’ heart mortified and disappointed to find that 
Great Britain has been in advance of the French Gov- 
ernment in taking advantage of the provisional clauses 
of the non-intercourse law; and if they show any spirit 
at the next session of Congress towards France, it will 
be only because they will find Bonaparte deaf to en- 
treaty and insensible of past favors; or that. they may 
think it safer to float with the tide of public feeling, 
which will set strongly against him unless he keep pari 
passu with England in a conciliatory policy. 

Tam, &c. A.B. 
No. 13. 


Bosron, May 5, 1809. 

Sın: Although the recent changes that have occur- 
red quiet all apprehension of war, and, consequently, 
Jessen all hope of a separation of the States, I think it 
necessary to transmit by the mail of each week a sketch 
of passing events., 

On local politics I have nothing to add; and as the 
parade that is made in the National Intelligencer of 
the sincere disposition of Mr. Madison to preserve ami- 
cable relations with Great Britain is, in my opinion, cal- 
culated to awaken vigilance and distrust, rather than 
inspire confidence, I shall (having nothing more im- 
portant to write about,) take leave to examine his 
motives, 

I am not surprised at his conditional removal of the 
non-intercourse law, with respect to Great Britain, be- 


State; all form an assemblage of probabilities tending 
to convince me, at least, that he does not seriously 
desire a treaty in which the rights and pretensions of 
Great Britain would be fairly recognised. It seems 
impossible that he should at once divest himself of his 
habitual animosity, and that pride of opinion which 
his present situation enables him to indulge; but, 
above all, that he should deprive his friends aud sup- 
porters of the benefit of those prejudices which have 
been carefully fostered in the minds of the common 
people towards England, and which have so materially 
contributed to invigorate and augment the democratic 
party. Whatever his real motives may be, it is, in 
this stage of the affair, harmless enough to inquire into 
the cause of the apparent change. He probably acts 
under a conviction that, in the present temper of the 
Eastern States, a war could not fail to produce a dis- 
solution of the Union; or he may have profited by the 
mistakes of his predecessor, and is inclined to seize the 
present opportunity to prove to the world that he is 
determincd to be the President of a nation, rather than 
the head of a faction; or he has probably gone thus 
far to remove the impression on the minds’ of many 
that he was under the influence of France, in order 
that he may, with a better grace, and on more tenable 
grounds, quarrel with Great Britain in the progress of 
negotiating a treaty. Whatever his motives may be, 
I am very certain his party will not support him in 
any manly and generous policy. Weak men are sure 
to temporize when great events call upon them for de- 
cision, and are sluggish and inert at the moment 
when the worst of evils is in action. This is the 
character of the democrats in the Northern States. 
those of the South I know but little. Iam, &c. 


= 


No. 14. 


Bos‘ron, May 25, 1809. 

Sin: My last was under date of the 5th instant. 
The unexpected change that has taken place in the 
feelings of political men in this country, in conse- 
quence of Mr. Madison’s prompt acceptance of the 
friendly proposals of Great Britain, has caused a tem- 
porary suspension of the conflict of parties; and they 
both regard him with equal wonder and distrust. 
They all ascribe his conduct to various motives, but 
none believe him to be in earnest. 

The State of New York has returned to the Assem- 
bly a majority of federal members. All this proves 
that an anti-commercial faction cannot rule the North- 
ern States. Two months ago the State of New York 
was not ranked among the States that would adopt 
the policy of that of Massachusetts; and any favorable 
change was exceedingly problematical. 


of 


I beg leave to suggest thal, in the present state of - 


things in this country, my presence can contribute 
very little to the interests of Great Britain. If Mr. 
Erskine be sanctioned in all he has cunceded, by His 
Majesty’s ministers, it is unnecessary for me, as indeed 
it would be unavailing, to make any attempt to carry 


cause it was made incumbent on him by the act ofj into effect the original purposes of my mission. While 


Congress; but the observations made on his friendly 
disposition towards Great Britain is a matter of no 
little astonishment. ‘The whole tenor of his political 
life directly and unequivocally contradicts them. His 
speech on the British Treaty in 1796; his attempt to 
pass a law for the confiscation of “ British dehts” and 
British property; his commercial resolutions, grounded 
apparently on an idea of making America useful as a 


I think it to be my duty to give this intimation to you, 
I beg it may be understood that I consider myself en- 
tirely at the disposal of His Majesty’s Government. I 
am, &e. : A.B. 


No. 15. 


Montreat, June 12, 1809.. 
Sin: I have the honor to inform your Excellency 


colony to France; his conduct while Secretary of | that I reecived, through Mr. Secretary Ryland, your 


I 
l 
H 
H 


1177 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


ARCH, 1812. 


British Intrigues. 


H. or R. 


Excelleucy’s commands to return to Canada; and after 
the delay incident to this season of the year, in a jour- 
ney from Boston, arrived here yesterday. 

Your Excellency will have scen, by the papers of 
the latest dates from the United States, that a formida- 


ble opposition is already organized in Congress to the f 


late measures of Mr. Madison; and it is very evident 
that, if he be sincere in his professions of attachment 
to Great Britain, his party will abandon him. Sixty- 
one members have already voted against a resolution 
to approve of what he has done; and T have no doubt 
the rest of the democratic party will follow the example 
as soon as they recover from’ the astonishment into 
which his apparent defection has thrown them. 

The present hopes of the Federalists are founded on 
the probability of a war with France; but, at all events, 
this party is strong and well organized enough to pre- 
vent a war with England 

It would be now superfluous to trouble your Excel- 
lency with an account of the nature and extent of the 
arrangements made by the Federal party to resist any 
attempt of the Government unfavorable to Great Brit- 
ain. They were suchas do great credit to their ability 
and principles; and, while a judicious policy is ob- 
served by Great Britain, secure her interests in America 
from decay. My fear of inducing: a false security on 
the part of His Majesty’s Government in their effici- 
ciency and eventual success, may have inclined me to 
refrain from doing them that justice in my former let- 
ters which I willingly take the present occasion to ex- 
press. 


I trust your Excellency will ascribe the style and | 


manner of my communications, and the frequent am- 
biguities introduced in them, as arising from the secrecy 
necessary to be observed, and my consciousness that 
you understand my meaning, on the most delicate 
points, without risking a-particular explanation. 

I lament that no occasion commensurate to my 
wishes has permitted me to prove how much I value 
the confidence of your Excellency, and the approbation 
already expressed by His Majesty’s Minister. T have 
the honor to be, &c. J.H. 

I certify that the foregoing letters are the same re- 
ferred toin the letter of H. W. Ryland, Esq., dated 
May 1, 1809, relating to the mission in which I was 
employed by Sir James Craig, by his letter of instruc- 
tions, bearing date February 6, 1809. 

g JOHN HENRY. 


Mr. Ryland to Mr. Henry. 
i Quenrc, May, 1, 1809. 

My Dean Sin: The news we have received this day 
from the States will, I imagine, soon bring you back 
to us; and if you arrive at Montreal by the middle of 
June, I shall probably have the pleasure of meeting you 
there, as I am going up with Sir James and a large 
suite. ‘The last letters received from you are to the 13th 
April. The whole are now transcribing, for the pur- 
pose of being sent home, where they cannot fail of do- 
ing you great credit, and I most certainly hope they 
may eventually contribute to your permanent advan- 
tage. It is not necessary to repeat the assurance that 
no effort within the compass of my power shall be want- 
ing to this end. 

Lam cruelly out of spirits at the idea of old England 
truckling to such a debased and aceursed Government 
as that of the United States. 

I am greatly obliged to you for the trouble you have 
taken in procuring the books, though, if Spain fails, I 


shall scarcely ha 

no more, but that I am, most heartily and affectionately, 

yours, H. W.R. * 
J. Henny, Esq., Boston. 


Mr. Ryland to Mr. Henry. 
Mar 4, 1809. 

` My Drar Sın: You must consider the short letter 
I wrote to you by the last post as altogether unofficial ; 
but Iam now to intimate to you, in a more formal 
manner, our hope of your speedy return, as the object 
| of your journey seems, for the present at least, to be at 
an end. f 

We have London news, by the way of the river, up 
to the 6th of March, which talligs to a day with what 
we have received by the way of the States. 

Heartily wishing you a safe and speedy journey back 
to us, I am, my dear sir, most sincerely, yours, 

H. 


Have the goodness to bring my books with you, 
though I shall have little spirit to look into them, un- 
less you bring good news from Spain. 

Jons Henny, Esq. 


Mr. Henry to Mr. Peel. 
June 13, 1811. 
Srn: I take the liberty to enclose to you a memorial 
addressed to the Farl of Liverpool, and beg you will 
` have the goodness either to examine the documents in 
your office, or those in my own possession, touching the 
extent and legitimacy of my claim. 

Mr. Ryland, the Seeretary of Sir J, Craig, is now in 
London, and, from his official knowledge of the transac- 
tions and facte alluded to in the memorial, can give 
any information required on that subject. I have the 
i honor to be, &c. J. H. 


Memorial of Mr. Henry to Lord Liverpool. 


The undersigned most respectfully submits the fol- 
lowing statement and memorial to the Earl of Liver- 
ool : ` 
id Long beforo and during the administration of your 
| Lordship’s predecessor, the underaignedibestowed much 
| personal attention to the state of parties, and to the 
| political measures in the United States of America. 
* * * * * * 

Soon after the affair of the Chesapeake frigate, when 
His Majesty’s Governor General of British America 
E reason to believe that the two countrics would be 


involved in a war, and had submitted to His Majesty’s 
Ministera the arrangements of the English party in the 
United States for an efficient resistance to the General 
Government, which would probably terminate in a 
separation of the Northern States from the general 
Confederacy, he applied to the undersigned to under- 
take a mission to Boston, where the whole concerns of 
the opposition were managed. The object of the mis- 
sion was to promote and encourage the Federal party 
to resist the measures of the General Government, to 
offer assurances of aid and support from His Majesty's 
Government of Canada, and to open a communication 
between the leading men engaged in that opposition 
and the Governor General, upon such a footing as 
circumstances might suggest; and, finally, to render 
the plans then in contemplation subservient to the 
views of His Majesty’s Government. 

The undersigned undertook the mission, which lasted 
from the month of January to the month of June, in- 
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clusive, Jarig whig period thorè public acts and! 


legislative resolutions of the Assemblies of Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut were passed which kept the 
General Government of the United States in check, 
and deterred it from carrying into execution the meas- 
ures of hostility with which Great Britain was me- 
naced. : 

For his services on the occasions herein recited, and 
the loss of time and expenses incurred, the under- 
signed neither sought nor received any compensation, 
but trusted to the known justice and liberality of His 
Majesty’s Government for the reward of serviccs 
which could not, he humbly conceives, be estimated in 
pounds, shillings, and pence. On the patronage and 
support which was promised in the letter of Sir J. 
Craig, under date of the 26th January, 1809, (wherein 
he gives an assurance “that the former correspond- 
ence and political information transmitted by the un- 
dersigned had met with the particular approbation of 
His Majesty’s Secretary of State; and that his exe- 
cution of the mission, proposed to be undertaken in 
that letter, would give him a claim not only on the 
Governor General, but on His Majesty’s Ministers,”) 
the undersigned has relied, and now most respectfully 
claims, in whatever mode the Earl of Liverpool may 
be pleased to odopt. 

The undersigned most respectfully takes this occa- 
sion to state that Sir J. Craig promised him an em- 
ployment in Canada, worth upwards of one thousand 
pounds a year, by his letter, herewith transmitted, un- 
der date of September 13, 1809, which he has just 
learned has, in consequence of his absence, been given 
to another person. The undersigned abstains from 
commenting on this transaction, and most respectfully 
suggests that the appointment of Judge Advocate 
General of the province of Lower Canada, with a 
salary of five hundred pounds a year, or a Consulate 
in the United States, size curia, would be considered 
by him as a liberal discharge of any obligation that 
His Majesty’s Government may entertain in relation 
to. his services. 


Mr. Peel, Secretary to Lord Liverpool, to Mr. Henry» 
Downine STREET, June 28, 1811. 


Sır: I have not failed to Jay before the Earl of 
Liverpool the memorial, together with several enclo- 
sures, which was delivered to me a few days since by 
General Loft, at your desire. 

His Lordship has directed me to acquaint you that 
he has referred to the correspondence in this office of 
the year 1809, and finds two letters from Sir James 
Craig, dated 10th April and 5th May, transmitting the 
correspondence that has passed during your residence 
in the Northern States of America, and expressing his 
confidence in your ability and judgment, but Lord 
Liverpool has not discovered any wish on the part of 
Sir James Craig that your claims for compensation 
should be referred to this country, nor indeed is allu- ; 
sion made to any kind of arrangement or agreement ; 
that had been made by that officer with you. 

Under these circumstances, and had not Sir James 
Craig determined on his immediate return to England, 
it would have been Lord Liverpool’s wish to have re- 
ferred your memorial to him, as being better enabled 
to appreciate the ability and success with which you 
executed a mission undertaken at his desire. Lord 
Liverpool will, however, transmit it to Sir James Craig’s 
successor in the Government, with an assurance that, 
from the recommendations he has received in your 


favor, and the opinion he has formed on your corres- 
pondence, he is convinced the public service will be be- 
nefited by your active employment in a public situation. 

Lord Liverpool will also feel himself bound to give 
the same assurance to the Marquis Wellesley, if there 
is any probability that it will advance the success of 
the application which you have made to his Lordship. 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

ROBERT PEEL. 
J. Henry, Esq, No. 27, Leicester Square. 


Mr. Ryland to Mr. Henry. 


Tussnar Rventna, July 2, 1811. 

My Drar Hewnr: It gives me real pleasure to find 
that the apprehension I had formed with respect to the 
fulfilment of your expectations is likely to prove erro- 
neous. As everything which passed, relative to your 
mission, was in writing, I think you will do well sub- 
mitting to Mr. Peel all the original papers. I myself 
could give no other information relative to the subject, 
than what they contain, as you and I had no opportu- 
nity of any verbal communication respecting it till after 
your mission terminated, and I never wrote you a let- 
ter in the Governor’s name, which had not previously 
been submitted to his correction. 

The impression I had received of your character and 
abilities made me anxious to serve you, even before I 
had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with you, 
and the same desire has operated on me ever since; I 
am, therefore, entitled to hope that any opinion which 
I may have given you, as to your best mode of obtain- 
ing an employment under Government, will be received 
with the same. candor that gave rise to it. I think you 
will do well to persevere, as you propose. I have no 
doubt that every letter from you, which Sir James sent 
home, will be found in Mr. Peel’s office, as the estab- 
lished practice there is to bind the despatches and en- 
closures yearly up together. 

; H. W. RYLAND. 

Jons Iennr, Esq., &e. 


Mr. Henry to Mr Peel. 


27, Letcester Squarr, Lownon, 
Senlember 4, 181.1. 

Sır: I have just learned the ultimate decision of 
my Lord Wellesley, relative to the appointment which 
I was desirous to obtain; and find that the subsisting 
relations between the two countries forbid the creating 
a new office in the United States, such as I was so~ 
licitous to obtain: In this state of things I have not a 
moment to lose in returning to Canada; and have 
taken my passage in the last and only ship that sails 
for Quebec this season. As I have not time to enter 
(de novo) into explanations with the gentleman who 
is in your office, and as I have received the assurances 
from you, in addition to the letter of my Lord Liver- 


{ pool, of the 27th June, that “his Lordship would re- 


commend me to the Governor of Canada for the first 
vacant situation that Í would accept,” I beg the favor 
of you to advise me how I am to get that recommenda- 
tion without loss of time. l have the honor to be, &e. 
J. HENRY. 
Ropert Prez, Esq, &e. 
Despatch of Lord Liverpool to Sir George Prevost. 
Downtne STREET, Sept. 16, 1811. 
Sır: Mr. Henry, who will have the honor of de- 
livering this letter, is the gentleman who addressed to 
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mit, and to whom the accompanying letter from Mr. 
Peel was written by my direction. l 


In compliance with his request, T now fulfil the as- 


surance which I have given of stating to you my opin- 
ion of the ability and judgment which Mr. Henry has 
manifested on the occasions mentioned in his memo- 
rial, and of the benefit the public service might derive 
from his active employment in any public situation in 
which you should think proper to place him. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 


LIVERPOOL. 
To Sın Groner Prevost, Baronet, se. 


[The following is the report of the Secretary of State, 
communicated to the Senate by the Message of the 
12th March, 1812.] 

DEPARTMENT or Starz, March 12, 1812. 
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the 


resolution of the Senate of the 10th instant, has the 


honor to report: That this department is not in pos- 


session of any names of persons in the United States 


who Have, in any way or manner whatever, entered 


into, or countenanced the project or the views for the 


execution or attainment of which John Henry was, in 


the year 1809, employed by Sir James Craig; the said 


John Henry having named no person or persons as 
being concerned in the said project or views referred 
to in the documents laid before Congress on the 9th 
instant. Which is respectfully submitted, 

JAMES MONROE. 


The Message and documents having been read, 
Mr. Rura made a motion to print them. i 

Mr. Piırgın said, that he had no objection to 
the papers being printed, but that he rose to pro- 
test against the sentiments attributed in these 
papers to the Federal party, being considered as 
those of the citizens of the State which he had 
the honor to represent. He trusted it would not 
be believed that they had any knowledge of any 
mission of this kind from Canada, or from any 
other quarter. 

It was the first time that he had heard that the 
opposition to the embargo in the States of Ver- 
mont or Massachusetts had any connexion with 


the British Government, or with any project of 


a separation of the Union in any manner, much 
less under the agency of a British spy. So far as 
he could understand the papers from the first 
reading, Mr. P. said they did not intimate that 
auy disclosure had been made to any individual 
of the United States by Mr. Henry of the object 
of his mission, or that his scheme had been advo- 
cated or supported by any one. And [trust no 
gentleman will take the character of the parties 
in any section of this country, from a maa who 
it seems has proved a traitor to his own Govern- 
ment. So far as the statements made in these 
papers may be considered as involving the party 
jn concert with the Federal party, in any scheme 
of co-operation with the British Government in 
dividing the Union, it is one of the grossest libels 
that ever was uttered. Nor do I feel willing to 
take the character of the people of this country 
from the mouth of this man. He does not stop 
at debasing the character of the people of this 


Union. More especially as they come from one, 
who, disappointed at not receiving the promised 
reward from his Government, has turned traitor 
to his employers. 

If, sir, there is any individual in this country, 
be he of whatever party he may, who has giver 
countenance to this man as a British agent, and 
has joined him in ascheme of dividing the Union, 
under the auspices and with the aid of the Brit- 
ish Government, I wish he may be known, and I 
sincerely hope that the House will institute an 
inquiry on this subject, and let every such man 
be held, as he ought to be, in contempt by all. I 
found it impossible, sir, to remain silent under 
the imputations thrown, or attempted to be thrown 
upon that section of the United States from 
which I came, by the papers just read. I will 
repeat my wishes that the whole business may 
be fully and promptly developed. 

Mr. Biser said he agreed with the gentleman 
who just sat down on one point, that a full inves- 
tigation ought to be had. It was due to the Con- 
gress, to our connexions with Great Britain, that 
an inquiry should be made into the transaction 
now exposed to view; and, in addition to the 
motion for printing, he should move a reference 
of the Message to the Committee of Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. Wincery said it was an old saying among 
gunners, that you may know the wounded pigeons 
by their fluttering. He would not undertake, as 
the gentleman from Connecticut had done, to 
exonerate his constituents in a body from any 
implication in this business. One thing, he said, 
he knew, that the relation given in these docu- 
ments so exactly coincided with the conduct of 
some gentlemen in the quarter in which he lived, 
that he was led to believe in their truth. It by 
no means followed, because this man had been a 
spy, that he could not tell the truth. When we 
jook back to the times at which his letters were 
written, we must believe in their substantial 
truth. He called upon gentlemen to say, if the 
conduct of certain characters in those days did 
not warrant all that was stated of their designs. 
Let the papers be printed, Mr. W. said, and every 
one will be able to judge for themselves, Are we 
to shut our proceedings from the public view in 
this way, by refusing to publish these things? It 
is one of the most important communications 
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made to Congress at the present session, and why | 
should not the people see it? Let them see and | 
judge. I will make no comments, sir, on this | 
business; but I will say, that it is well known | 
that at the time alluded to in those documents, | 
an opposition to the laws and Government was 
organized. Mr. W. said he had full confidence | 
in the truth of these documents, and he had! 
therefore no disposition to keep them from his | 
constituents. The House was in-duty bound tof 
give full publicity to these papers by printing 
them, 

Mr. Pirxtn disavowed any intention to oppose 
the printing of these papers. i 

Mr. Guouson said, it was a source of gratifica- l 
tion to him, that, so far as the papers communi- į 
cated by the President could be considered evi- 
dence at all, they were certainly highly honora- 
ble testimony in-favor of the Eastern section of 
the Union. An emissary of great talents had 
been employed by the British in a nefarious | 
sceme to dismember. the United States, and to} 
engender treason in the very bosom of our coun- 
try: and yet, Mr. G. said, it-does not seem that | 
this spy has been able to connect with himself | 
any citizen of the United States. If he had held | 
correspondence with any persons of distinction, 
the presumption is, their names would have been 
disclosed in the papers that have been read. Mr: 
G..was happy in cherishing the belief that the 
liberties of this country would always find a suf- 
ficient guarantee against machinations of this | 
sort, in the patriotism of every portion of the{ 
Union. This communication, for which the j 
House was indebted to the President, was highly j 
interesting and important in one point of view. ! 
It demonstrated, as matter of fact, what had here- į 
tofore remained only speculation and conjecture, i 

itis 3 i l 
that the British Government has long meditated 
the separation of these States; and what is more, | 
that they bave actually attempted the execution i 
of this wicked design, and have endeavored to j| 
convert our own cilizens into traitors! He would 
say no more, 

Mr. Quincy said, he was much obliged to the | 
gentleman last up for the view which he had į 
taken of the subject. It had struck him pre-! 
viously with much force, and he meant to have | 
taken the floor to have expressed it. If ever there j 
had existed in the British Government, or any | 
other Government, an idea that there wasa party 
in tbis country who would associate with it to 
dissolye this Union, he thanked Gud that the 
project was exposed. If it was true, as these 
papers stated, that this man had been so em- 
ployed, he thanked God that the mission had 
been detected. The Administration, in bringing 
the subject before the House, had done worthily, 


such an idea as that of a dissolution of the Union 
to any individual. No, sir; and I dare to say that 
he never did mention such a thing to any distin- 
guished individual. As far as'I kuow the senti- 
ments of gentlemen in that quarter, they hold 
this Union dear, and look upon such a connexion 
as is supposed in these papers with as much ab- 
horrence as any man, however attached he may 
be to the administration of the Government. 
Whenever a dismemberment of the Union has 
been talked of, it has been with awe, and witha 
fear that the present course of public measures 
would lead to such an event, and not witha view 
to bring it about. Sir, I know that other ideas 
have been spread over the country for the pur- 
pose of serving party views. But here, in this 
temple of our liberties, let us reason with one 
another according to the evidence before us. I 
rejoice that the subject has been brought forward, 


and that an agent so peculiarly adapted to the- 


business in which he was employed has'not been 
able to furnish any evidence of even the conni- 
vance of any individual at his mission. 

Mr. Raga said, at the time he had made the 
motion for printing, he had not the least idea 
that any opposition would be madetoit. Hedid 
not say whether these papers were true or not 
true; whether they attacked any people or not. 
He hoped,.therefore, the discussion of these points 
would cease. It was no reason against the pub- 
lication of these documents that they had been 
disclosed by a British agent. [The Speaxer 
observed that no objection had been made by any 
gentleman tothe printing.] All the transactions 
respecting Andre and Arnold had been printed, 
so far as the Congress could lay their hands on 
them; and why not these? If this man be a 
British spy or traitor, as he has been called, and 
what he states is not true, one thing is admitted: 


that the British are capable of employing persons ` 


of infamous character, by fabrications like these, 
to throw an odium on particular sections of the 
country, So that, on any view, this affair should 
be disclosed, if it were only to produce a firm 
union among the people. We all remember the 
publications of the period to which these papers 
refer, and the declarations then made; but all 
these would not induce me, at this moment, to 
say that all Mr. Henry says is true. This will 
be better understood when the committee shall 
make their report, 

Mr, Styzerr moved to increase the number of 
copies proposed to be printed to 5,000, 

Mr. WrieuT said, that such an extraordinary 
communication as that just received from the 
President, reflecting so much on various sections 
and parties of the Union, required scrious con- 


; sideration before they consented to publish such 


and the subject ought to be inquired into. What | gross abuse of every portion of our people, Gen- 
is the fact. admitting all that this person has said! tlemen should reflect that this very disclosure - 
to be true? Why, that an agent from the British |} might be one of the means used by thts miscreant 
Government, under cireumstances peculiarly aus- | to divide this country. If-he wished to Promote 
picious and suitable to his purpose, goes to the | division, how could he: better attain his object 
spot which he represents as the hotbed of opposi- į than by denouncing the people of a particular 
lion, to-stir up disunion, and his papers do not; section? Who is this man, and where is he? is 
contain an intimation that he dared to mention | an inquiry that ought to be made. I am not one 


— = ge oe 


-— Ba MER 


R n D 


